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Special Spokane 
Tour Attracting 

Reservations for the Illinois spe¬ 
cial train to Spokane, Washing¬ 
ton, are continuing to flood the 
Northern Pacific offices in Chica¬ 
go indicating there will a record 
turn-out from this state at tl>e 
convention of the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative association, 
April 22 to 25. 

By far the greatest number of 
requests for reservations are for 
the special low-cost tour which 
will take the Illinois delegates 
and REA members through Wash¬ 
ington and Oregon and down the 
Pacific coast to San Francisco 
and Los Angeles before returning 
to Chicago after a stop-over at 
Grand Canyon national park. 

A sizeable number of reserva¬ 
tions have been made by mem¬ 
bers of Illinois co-ops who are 
taking advantage of the special 
low rates to attend the national 
convention and enjoy a vacation 
by taking the personally conduct- 

(Turn to Page Sixteen) 

WILL URGE THAT ’48 
NRECA CONVENTION BE 

HELD IN MIDDLE WEST 
Sectional pride should play no 

part in the decision as to which 
major city should be host to the 
annual convention of the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative asso¬ 
ciation, it was decided by the Illi¬ 
nois State Association directors at 
their March meeting. 

Acting on advice that a move¬ 
ment is underway to invite the 
NRECA convention to Miami, 
Florida, in 1948, the State Associ¬ 
ation and the state Manager’s As¬ 
sociation concurred in a resolu¬ 
tion which calls for holding the 
1948 convention in Chicago. 

The resolution pointed out that 
opposition forces of the REA pro¬ 
gram are searching for reasons to 
criticize the cooperatives and hold¬ 
ing the national convention at 
points far removed from the cen¬ 
tral part of the country in cities 
whose greatest appeal is glamor¬ 
ous surroundings and resort at¬ 
mosphere” would be likely to sub- 
jece the co-ops to charges of in¬ 
difference to economy in their op¬ 
erations., 

A resolution was adopted by the 
state board to be presented at the 
NRECA convention in Spokane, 
Washington, urging that the con¬ 
vention next year be held in Chi¬ 
cago. 

A Desperate Situation Grows Worse! 
Since V-J Day there has been a more acute shortage of 

newsprint than at anytime during the war, apparently due to an 
enormously increased demand and the removal of rationing con¬ 
trols. 

The situation became so desperate by the first of the year 
that an investigation of its cause has been undertaken by the 
Senate Committee on Small Business. Testimony before the Com¬ 
mittee has disclosed that 215 large newspapers have been getting 
85 prcent of the newsprint supply, leaving nearly 17,000 smaller 
publications to scramble for the remaining 15 percent. 

A number of these smaller papers have been forced to go 
out of business altogether for lack of newsprint; many more are 
currently threatened with being forced to suspend publication; 
all smaller papers have had to reduce size, reject advertising and 
limit news service. 

A shortage of rail freight cars has further complicated the 
situation. For lack of a car the paper mill was unable to make 
a promised delivery to the printer which caused the March issue 
of the Illinois REA News to be two weeks late going to press. 

Confined to 16 pages pending an improvement in the sup¬ 
ply and distribution of newsprint, the Illinois REA News has for 
the past 18 months gathered and prepared for each issue more 
news than space permitted carrying. Each month it was hoped 
the newsprint supply would increase to make possible printing 
20 or 24 pages, but each press day brought the same disappoint¬ 
ment. Stories over a year old are still in the type galleys in 
the printshop. 

Pending the time when more newsprint is made available, 
every effort will be made to utilize every inch of space in the 
News. Starting with this issue, the same 8-point type used for 
news stories will be set “solid” instead of on a “leaded slug” 
which will reduce the space between lines. If some stories ap¬ 
pear with more space between the lines than others, it merely 
means they were set in type before the change-over. 

As a general rule, smaller headlines will be used, stories will 
be condensed into the smallest space consistent with their news 
value, and co-op columns will be trimmed as much as possible 
without sacrificing their new7s content. 

We believe our readers will be understanding and coopera¬ 
tive. We hope these emergency policies can eventually be aban¬ 
doned so that the Illinois REA News will emerge from this news¬ 
print^ crisis w ith many more pages containing more news stories 
and illustrated features, and with ample space for the columns 
of local co-op news. 

The Editors 

POSSIBLE THREAT TO 

Plans Completed For 
'‘Illinois Breakfast" 

At Spokane Meeting 

A bill introduced in the House 
of Representatives by Representa¬ 
tive Daniel A. Reed of New York 
provides for the sale of notes and 
obligations held by agencies of the 
Federal Government to “private 

- persons, firms, associations, or cor- 
I porations.” The measure has been 
construed by Illinois REA co-op 

! leaders as a possible threat to the 
future financial security of electric 

| cooperatives. 

I A study of the bill was made 
I March 19 by the state directors 
who took the position that if en¬ 
acted into law, the legislation 
would make it possible for wealthy 
persons and corporations unfriend¬ 
ly to the REA program to buy 

j co-op mortgages from the Rural 
.Electrification Administration. This 
was considered extremely unde¬ 
sirable. 

Telegrams were immediately dis¬ 
patched to Illinois congressmen ex¬ 
pressing the concern of the state 
association over provisions in the 
measure and requesting that “if 
necessary, amendments be offered 
to especially exempt REA borrow¬ 
ers from the provisions of the 
bill.” 

Illinois REA News 
Earnings To Be In 

Form of WEC Stock 

Arrangements have been made 

to serve the annual “Illinois Break¬ 

fast” at the Davenport hotel, 

headquarters for the NRECA con¬ 

vention in Spokane, Washington, 

it was announced in March by G. 

Wayne Welsh, president of the 

state association. 

A tentative acceptance of his in¬ 

vitation has been received from 

REA Administrator Wickard and 

his executive staff. The possibil¬ 

ity that Wickard may be called 

upon at convention time to testify 
before the House Subcommittee on 
Agricultural Appropriations pre¬ 
vented him from making his ac¬ 
ceptance of the breakfast invita¬ 
tion final, he explained. 

All REA members and delegates 
from Illinois at the convention will 
be issued invitations in Spokane, 
President Welsh said. 

John Wolfe Resigns As 
Manager of Illinois Valley 

John H. Wolfe, manager of Illi¬ 
nois Va’.ley Electric Cooperative, 
Princeton, has submitted his resig¬ 
nation to the Board of Directors. 
Applications for the position were 
acted upon by the board March 15 
but Wolfe will remain until his suc¬ 
cessor is selected and qualified. He 
plans to enter private business in 
Princeton. 

BY-LAWS FOR POWER CO-OP 
TO BE SUBMITTED IN MAY 

Satisfactory progress in drafting 
the by-laws for the proposed Illi¬ 
nois Statewide Power cooperative 
was reported at the Association 
board meeting March 19, by A. E. 
Becker, member of the special 
committee assigned to the task. 
The committee expects to have the 
by-laws ready to be acted upon at 
a statewide meeting in May, Bec¬ 
ker said. 

Subscribing cooperatives will be 
issued $8,139.40 in preferred stock 
of Wisconsin Electric Cooperatives 
representing their collective sav¬ 
ings from the operations of the 
Illinois REA News for 1945 and the 
first nine months of 1946 when the 
News was published by the Wis¬ 
consin cooperative. 

This information was contained 
in a letter to Coordinator A. E. 
Becker from William V. Thomas, 
general manager of WEC, in an¬ 
swer to a request by Becker for a 
statement of the Illinois REA 
News account as reflected on the 
books of the Wisconsin associa¬ 
tion. 

In his letter, Becker reminded 
the Wisconsin .manager that the 
Wisconsin statewide board votod 
March 27, 1946, to redeem in cash 
$3,596.24 worth of WEC stock cer¬ 
tificates issued to the Illinois co¬ 
operatives representing the 1945 
savings from the operations of the 
Illinois paper, such cash redemp¬ 
tion to be subject to the approval 
of the St. Paul Bank for Coop¬ 
eratives to which the Wisconsin 
central association is indebted. 

Bank Approval 

In August, 1946, representatives 
of the Illinois statewide were ad¬ 
vised by the St. Paul bank that it 
would approve a request from 
WEC to liquidate the stock certifi- 
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Proposed Cnt 
Congress 

EE A Finds By 
Mean Farmers 

Longer For Service 
BI-ANNUM MEETING 

OF MANAGERS BA 

A statewide meeting of the co¬ 
op managers and wiring inspectors 
will be held May 21, to discuss mu¬ 
tual problems and to seek stand¬ 
ardization of wiring inspection 
procedure, it was decided by the 
members of the Illinois REA Man¬ 
ager’s Association at their bi-an¬ 
nual meeting in the Abraham Lin¬ 
coln hotel, Springfield, March 19. 
President S. R. Faris presided and 
Secretary H. G. Downey recorded 
the minutes of the meeting. 

A resolution was adopted by the 
Association endorsing the propos¬ 
ed Power Use Program submitted 
by the Chairman T. H. Hafer of 
the Power Use Committee. 

The plan calls for each coopera- 
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State Association Committee 
Pays Visit To Illinois 

Members of Congress 

SUGGEST CO-OPS HIRE 
POWER USE ADVISERS 
FOR BROADER PROGRAM 

That a Power Use Adviser be 
added to the staff of every REA 
cooperative in Illinois to carry out 
a program of assistance to mem¬ 
bers in making greater and more 
profitable use of electricity was 
recommended to the State Associ¬ 
ation by the Power Use Commit¬ 
tee of the state Manager’s Asso¬ 
ciation following the committee’s 
meeting in Springfield, March 12. 

Indicating a preference for the 
title “Power Use Adviser” rather 
than “electrification adviser” as 
now used by some co-ops, the com¬ 
mittee’s recommendations were 
acted upon by the statewide direc¬ 
tors and suggestions for carrying 
out a power use program were 
outlined. 

Among the proposed duties of 
power use advisers would be to 
contact dealers, contractors and 
suppliers of materials to facilitate 
their delivery to the co-op; to or¬ 
ganize committees and solicit co¬ 
operation from educational, agri¬ 
cultural, and technical agencies in 
carrying out a comprehensive pow¬ 
er use program among co-op mem¬ 
bers. 

The advisers would also be urged 
to develop and carry out a year- 
round schedule of * activities to 
meet the needs of farm people 
such as conducting training pro¬ 
grams for plumbers, wiremen, and 
other specialists, and assisting 
members in the selection and care 
of electrical appliances and equip¬ 
ment. 

Hundreds of thousands of Ameri¬ 
can farmers who have long waited 
for REA service, many since be¬ 
fore the war, will wait years long¬ 
er for it—perhaps will never have 
electricity—if key Congressional 
leaders succeed in carrying 
through their avowed plan to slash 
REA loan fund authorizations. 

Congressman Everett M. Dirk- 
sen of Pekin, chairman of the Sub¬ 
committee on Agricultural Appro¬ 
priations, declared in mid-March 
that he will seek to cut loan funds 
for the Rural _ Electrification Ad¬ 
ministration squarely in half, re¬ 
ducing the $250,000,000 minimum 
requested in the President’s bud¬ 
get, to $125,000,000 for the fiscal 
year beginning July 1. 

REA cooperative leaders in Illi¬ 
nois and throughout the country 
have become alarmed over the 
threat to the future of the rural 
electrification program. They pre¬ 
dict that if such drastic cuts are 
in store for REA, many electric 
co-ops will be forced out of busi¬ 
ness, all will be seriously hamper¬ 
ed in building new lines at a time 
when materials will be increasing¬ 
ly plentiful. 

WRITE A I^CTTER! 

Loan funds for REA are not 
tax-m o n ey appropriations. 
Money advanced through REA 
to electric cooperatives is re¬ 
paid with interest. Farmer- 
owned electric cooperatives are 
not costing the taxpayers one 
single penny. It never has 
been so vitally important that 

farmers who have REA service, 
i and those waiting for it, let 

their representatives in Con¬ 
gress know that this is not 
the time to cut loan funds for 
construction of REA electric 
distribution lines. A directory 
of Illinois members of Congress 
is on the next page. A letter 
to Representotive Dirksen 
would not be amiss. 

Three State Directors 
Named To Safety And 

Job Training Committee 

Acting upon recommendations 
submitted by the state Manager’s 
Association, three directors of the 
state association were named at 
the board meeting to serve with 
the three managers and three line 
foreman on the Safety and Job 
Training Committee. 

Selected by ballot, Directors Carl 
Edwards, John Sargent and Rob¬ 
ert Schweickhardt will assume 
their places on the committee at 
its next regular meeting in May. 

Plans for making basic changes 
in the program are being studied 
by both the Manager’s Association 
and the State Association board of 
directors. 

Association Asks To Be 
Heard By Subcommittee 
On REA Loan Fund Needs 

A request that permission be 
granted a State Association com¬ 
mittee to testify on the need for 
REA loan funds at the hearings of 
the House Subcommittee on Agri¬ 
cultural Appropriations was for¬ 
warded to the committee secretary 
on March 22. 

If permission is given, A. E. 
Becker, Everett R. Read, G. Wayne 
Welsh and A. D. Mueller, will go 
to Washington in April to appear 
before the subcommittee. The As¬ 
sociation’s decision to send a com¬ 
mittee to testify was endorsed by 
the Manager’s Association March 
19. 

Reports from Washington dis 
close that Dirksen’s efforts to slic 
the REA loan fund authorization 
in half were vigoroously supporte' 
by Congressman Anton Johnson o 
Macomb, a member of the Ho us 
Agricultural Committee. 

“There is little or no coppe 
available for extending REi 
lines,” Johnson is quoted as saying 
“Without copper, extensions o 
lines simply aren’t possible. Then 
was one alternative—aluminum 
Plenty of aluminum to be sure 
but this sort of transmission lim 
carries a st§el core. And there’: 
a shortage of steel. Why then voti 
REA millions it can’t use?” 

Johnson insisted that he was “foi 
giving the farmers all the powei 
possible” but took the stand tha 
REA cooperatives are unable t< 
spend the funds advanced to then 

(Turn to Page Three) 

REA co-ops welcomed the news 
that Congress removed the 4 cents 
per pound duty on copper. 

There IS A Difference! 

In his well-intentioned seel 
ing of economies in Gover 
ment. Representative Everei 
Dirksen has classed REA IOJ 

authorizations with tax-mom 
appropriations. Loans unde 
written by the Federal Goveri 
ment are repaid with interest 1 
REA cooperatives. Turn t! 
page for a further discussion 
this important topic in the ed 
torial “Dirksen’s Dubious 1) 
ductions.” - j 

V 
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Dirksen's Dubious Deductions 
In an hour’s conference with Representative Everett Dirk- 

sen in his Washington office last month, we were dismayed to 
learn that the chairman of the House Sub-Committee on Agri¬ 
cultural Appropriations considers loan authorizations for the 
Rural Electrification Administration in the same light as tax- 
money appropriations for other agencies of the Federal Govern¬ 
ment. 

Congressman Dirksen is sincere in his convictions that it 
is to the good of the national economy to reduce the cost of 
government operations. He made clear his determination to 
slash appropriations for the Department of Agriculture and to 
prune many government employes from the payroll where a 
clear-cut need for their services cannot be shown. 

We agree with the objectives cited by Mr. Dirksen, but we 
deplore his insistence upon lumping REA loan authorizations 
with straight out-and-out tax-money appropriations. It is one 
thing to seek sensible reductions in government extravagance 
and quite another to demand curtailment of loan funds re¬ 
quired to extend electric service to the farmers of America. 

The REA cooperatives are paying back the money advanced 
to them for the construction of electric distribution systems. 
Their record of repayment is above reproach. Furthermore, 
the co-ops pay sufficient interest on the money loaned them 
to defray the cost of administering the Rural Electrification 
Administration. In short, they are self-liquidating and do not 
actually cost the Federal Government or the taxpayer any 
money at all. 

It seems manifestly unfair to classify REA loan authoriza¬ 
tions with tax-money appropriations when considering ways 
and means for reducing appropriations to pay for govern¬ 
ment functions. 

It is going to be very hard for the hundreds of thousands 
of American farmers who have waited all during the war for 
electricity to understand why the credit of the REA co-ops 
is not good with the 80th Congress for sufficient funds to 
complete the job of area coverage. 

Congressman Dirksen has advocated cutting the minimum 
request for* loan funds precisely in half—from $250,000,000 to 
$125,000,000—for the next fiscal year. Without adequate 
loans from REA the farmers who have been waiting for electri¬ 
city will continue to wait for it. 

Meanwhile, they will be unable to raise their standard of 
living by increasing their income as have those farmers who 
now benefit from REA co-op service. WEat the Government 
has made possible for some farmers, it certainly should for the 
remainder of them. 

Economy in government, yes. But let’s not mistakenly cur¬ 
tail the REA program which has demonstrated its worthiness 
nor hamper the REA co-ops—among the best credit risks in 
America today. * 

The Two-Faced Utility Story 
By Claude R. Wickard 

If any resident of this country is unaware that the Nation’s 
commercial power companies are “business-managed, tax-pay¬ 
ing” enterprises, it is not the fault of the utility industry, 
which has made that phrase the keynote of its post-war adver¬ 
tising and publicity campaign. 

Some radio listeners and readers of advertising must have 
been slightly mystified by the utilities’ constant stressing of 
virtues that are not ordinarily regarded as unusual. Certainly 
the phrase is not calculated to make friends for the.industry 
among leaders and informed members of the rural electric 
co-ops. These people know that a nonprofit rural electric co-op, 
to serve its members at reasonable rates, must be as strictly 
business-manage'd as any other power distributor. They know 
too, that a co-op pays a wide variety of taxes and they resent 
the implication that a rural electric co-op is a tax-dodging enter¬ 
prise that cannot stand on its own feet. 

The power industry is apparently beginning to realize that 
its clever catch phrase may backfire by arousing resentment 
among co-op members. A new propaganda line, reserved ex¬ 
clusively for co-ops, was used by the head of a large utility 
firm in a letter attacking REA which he recently sent to the 
directors of co-ops buying power from his firm. To get his 
audience in a receptive mood, this utility spokesman told his 
co-op friends: “Yours is a business-managed operation just 
as we are ” 

This letter is an outright attempt to confuse co-op directors 
and convince them that by accepting public financing for their 
power systems they have placed their power systems under 
Federal domination and have become allied with something 
which the writer ominously terms the “public power trust. 
Of course, this is a complete distortion of the relationship be¬ 
tween REA and its borrowers. 

The use of such tactics shows the lengths to which the 
utility industry will go to hamper the REA co-op program. As 
I have said before, the- most effective measure available to 
co-ops in countering this unscrupulous compaign is sound mem¬ 
ber education. Well-informed co-op members who understand 
the principles of cooperative rural electrification are not likely 
to be misled, even though the power industry presents one 
lace to the general public and another to the cooperatives. 

NEWS FROM 
M.J.M. Co-op 

Carlinville, RL 

A. C. BARNES, Mgr. 

11 Macoupin County 
Farms Entered In 
Improvement Contest 

The St. Louis Chamber of Com¬ 
merce in cooperation with the Col¬ 

lege of Agriculture of the Univer¬ 

sity of Illinois sponsored the Illi¬ 
nois Farm and Home Improve¬ 

ment Program during 1946. All 
counties in the southern part of 

the State from Sangamon County 
south were eligible to enter the 

contest for cash awards were 

made in each county. Better farm¬ 
ing and better living was the goal 

of the program. 

duction and for home and health 

improvements. They then selected 
and set down the specific improve¬ 

ments that they planned to ac¬ 
complish in the year of 1946. 

Agricultural extension workers 
visiting these farms in late sum¬ 
mer were surprised at the prog¬ 

ress made in spite of the shortage 
of help and materials. During the 
year the farm families attended 
information meetings regarding 

the program and home visits were 

made to each family by the com¬ 
mittee agents. In the southern 
part of the State eight other coun¬ 
ties south of Springfield entered 
the program with five families en¬ 

rolled in each of the other counties. 
At the end of the year the judg¬ 

ing committee for Macoupin Coun¬ 
ty composed of Mrs. T. H. Loyd of 

Girard and Mrs. Enos Waters, Car¬ 

linville, as well as the Farm and 
Home Advisers visited each of the 
11 contestants. This committee 
with a score card as a guide se¬ 

lected the first three winners. lu 
selecting the winners progress dur¬ 
ing the current year counted ap¬ 

proximately 60% and previous im¬ 

provements 40%. 
At the meeting of the Housing 

Committee on Friday, March 7, at 
the Macoupin County Farm Bu¬ 
reau Hugh Steavenson, agriculture 
agent representing the Chamber of 

Commerce of St. Louis, presented 
the awards. 

The first three awards were do¬ 
nated by the St. Louis Chamber of 
Commerce. The first award went 
to Mr. and Mrs. G. Allen Cole- 

Palmyra—$25.00. 
Second award—Mr. and Mrs. H. 

K. Hall—Palmyra—$15.00. 

Third award — Mr. and Mrs. 
George M. Miller—Virden—$10.00. 

The cash awards were to be ap- 
! plied on farm and home improve¬ 

ments included in the farm and 

home improvement plans. 
Honorable mention and merchan¬ 

dise awards donated by business 

firms in Carlinville were given to 
the eight families as follows: 

G. Stanley Neal, Palmyra, Elec¬ 

tric iron donated by Schniepp 
Hardware; Richard E. Carney, Gi¬ 

rard, Fluorescent Kitchen fixture 
| donated by Raab Auto Supply; El¬ 

lis Varner, Raymond, Toaster do¬ 
nated by Weiss Hardware; Eldon 
Armour, Standard City, Electric 
Alarm clock donated by M. J. M. 

Electric Co-op., Inc.; Orville Em¬ 
ery, Carlinville, Foley Food Mill 

donated by Seyfreits Hardware; 

Herbert Meiher, Carlinville, elec- 

! and have purchased their farms in tr’c cilurn donated by Heinz Fur- 
, , , niture Store; Lee Edwards, Carlin- 

recent years. Although they may 1.^ Dutch 0ven donated by Home 

have a long way to go before 
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Winners In Macoupin Farm Contest 

Winners of awards in the Macoupin county farm and home improve¬ 
ment contest sponsored by the St. Louis Chamber of Commerce in co¬ 
operation with the U. of I. college of agriculture. Seated, left to right: 
A. D. Elkin of Doane Agr. Service, St. Louis; Mr. and Mrs. Allen Cole; 
Mr. and Mrs. George Miller; Hugh Stevenson, St. Louis C. of C. Back 
row’: Mr. and Mrs. Glen Miles; Mr. and Mrs. Lee Edwards; Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard Carney; Mr. and Mrs. Eldon Armour; Mrs. Herbert Meih¬ 
er; Mrs. Ellis Varner and son; Mrs. Stanley Neel; Ellis Varner. (See 
story in local news of M. J. M. Electric cooperative.) 

reaching the final objectives, all of 
them are dead set on one thing— 
a balanced program of improve¬ 
ments. 

They have been building up 
their land and adopting soil con¬ 
servation practices. They are im¬ 

proving their efficiency of crop 

and livestock production. They 
are improving farm buildings for 

convenience and efficiency. 

Of equal importance was the 

home improvements aimed at mak¬ 

ing the home more convenient, 

more comfortable and a more at¬ 

tractive place to live and improve¬ 

ments in the nutrition and health 

of the families. 

Listed Improvements 

Upon entering the contest last 

spring each of the 11 families first A group of eleven farm families 

in Macoupin county entered the | set down their particular needs for 

contest in 1946. Some of these land improvement, for improve- 

I families have just started farming , ments in crops and livestock pro- 

AppMance; Glenn Mills, Virden, 
Electric Heating Pad donated by 

Calverts Store. 
Additional prizes for the holders 

of lucky numbers were given to: 
G. Allen Cole, Palmyra, Assort¬ 

ment of light bulbs donated by 
Illinois Power Company; Orville 
Emery, Carlinville, Traveling Iron 

donated by Western Auto; Lee Ed¬ 
wards, Carlinville, Non-electrie 

door chime donated by Miller 

Home appliance. 
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Ralph Meier, Carlinville; Helen H. But¬ 

ler, Roy Watson, Willard Butler and T. 
W. Watson, Hillsboro; Monroe Mieher, 
Reuben D. Fieker, and Byron Borman, Car¬ 
linville; Ira Burnett, Fillmore; Roland B» 
Ingham, and Milton Phillips, Brighton. 

John Mangel, Bunker Hill; H. A." Snell, 
and Mitchell Rhodes, Brighton; Chas. OdeJ 
Hillsboro; Fred Schoen, Mt. Olive; Allan 
Kahl, Shipman; Charles Smith, Palmyra; 
Chas. Peterson, and Forrest Nifong, Car¬ 
linville; Omer Uhlry, Mt. Olive; Chri* 
Allen, Atwater; Drayton Roller, Green¬ 
field ; E. C. Chappel, Dow; Thos. J. Kel- 
sy, Carlinville; Louis M. Lange, Raymonds 
Irwin X. Hnber, Irving; Ira Ballard, Ray¬ 
mond; Jack W Rich, Medora; Ray Heeren, 
New Douglas; John Dunn, Carlinville; Ed. 
My' Irving. 
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MENARD CO-OP STARTS 
11TH YEAR WITH PLANS 
FOR 456 MILES OF LINE 

Rounding out a decade of serv¬ 
ice to its members, Menard Elec¬ 
tric cooperative held its tenth an¬ 
nual meeting in th: Farm Bureau 
auditorium, Petersburg, as host to 
the largest crowd in its history. 

President Henry B. Colby called 
the meeting to order, and after 
the reading of the official notice 
and the minutes of last year’s 
meeting, he reviewed the growth 
of the co-op from a few miles of 
line in 1936 to its present size of 
over 1300 miles serving more than 
3,200 members. 

Speaking in behalf of the board 
of directors, President Colby ex¬ 
pressed the directors’ pride in the 
Menard employees who won the 
coveted Safety Award of the Em¬ 
ployee’s Mutual Insurance Com¬ 
pany for having completed 50,000 
man hours of work without a lost¬ 
time accident. 

“I understand that this safety 
award was the first in the country 
to be presented to an REA coop¬ 
erative and we’re extremely proud 
that it was earned by our employ¬ 
ees and we want all you members 
to share in our pride,” President 
Colby said. 

An enthusiastic ovation was giv¬ 
en by the audience for the co-op 
personnel. 

New Lines Planned 
Plans for new construction of 

lines were discussed by Manager 
A. E. Becker in his report on the 
year’s operations. Although ma¬ 
terials continue to be extremely 
scarce, he said, the plans to let a 
contract to build 456 miles of new 
line were complete and the allot¬ 
ment of funds from REA long 
since available. 

A “labor only” contract will be 
let, Becker announced, the co-op 
furnishing all the materials and j 
the contractor furnishing only the 
labor for putting up the lines. He 
told that a warehouse had been 
leased at Atterberry for storage 
of materials and inventory had 
reached $40,000 in pole line hard¬ 
ware and conductor, but that not a 
single transformer or pole top pin 
had been received. 

All of the co-op’s orders for es¬ 
sential materials were placed more 
than a year ago, Becker recalled, 
so that the management is not 
pessimistic over delivery being 
made since suppliers have been 
very fair about making delivery ac¬ 
cording to when orders were 
placed. 

New Substations 
Among the improvements slated 

for 1947 are two new substations 
further north on the system and 
the installation of voltage regula¬ 
tors at key points to correct over¬ 
load conditions and to assure con¬ 
tinuous, uninterrupted service and 
the elimination of low-voltage con¬ 
ditions, the manager outlined. Ma¬ 
terials are also on hand, he said, 
to build 9 miles of transmission 
lines and both of the new substa- i 
tions. 

A delay may occur in energizing 
the substations as delivery of 
transformers for them cannot be 
made before June. While waiting 
for materials, however, the co-op 
is keeping a crew busy with a 
newly acquired bulldozer clearing 
right-of-way for lines and getting 
things in readiness for construc¬ 
tion work later on, Becker point¬ 
ed out. 

Among other improvements to 
the co-op’s operational procedure 
Becker listed the addition of five 
new trucks complete with new 
equipment, the stationing of repair 
crews at various points over the 
system, the installation of two- 
way mobile telephones in four of 
the service trucks, and a program 
for field checking meters. 

Fewer Interruptions 
During 1946 the co-op installed 

70 oil circuit reclosures at stra¬ 
tegic points over the system, Bec¬ 
ker announced. These “breakers”, 
he said, kick out and re-set three 
times before staying out to kill 
the line. Thus minor points of 
trouble are automatically eliminat¬ 
ed and service restored in a mat¬ 
ter of minutes eliminating the 
slow procedure of a trouble re¬ 
port, a service truck going to the 
point of trouble to make repairs, 
and the actual time required to 
make such repairs. 

These breakers have operated 1,- 

Two New Members On Menard Co-op Board Statewide Director 
of Public Relations 
Named By Association 

Concurring on a resolution of¬ 
fered by the co-op directors of 
District 1, the state board at its 
March 19 meeting created the new 
position of Director of Public Re¬ 
lations for the Association of Illi¬ 
nois Electric Cooperatives. 

The director’s duties will be “to 
correlate the public relations weirk 
of the Power Use Advisers of mem¬ 
ber cooperatives of the Associa¬ 

tion; to direct the preparation of 
publicity material, bulletins, 
charts, news, letters, etc.; to origin¬ 
ate and carry out whatever other 
public relations program is deemed 
advisable.” 

A. D. Mueller, editor of the Illi¬ 
nois REA News, was named to fill 
the position. 

Planning Is Needed for 
Efficient Freezer Use 

Two new members, Charles Smith of Easton and Audice Herzberger of Virginia, were elected to the 
Menard Electric board at the co-op’s annual meetin g. Pictured are, seated, Manager A. E. Becker, E. 
Clyde Lewis, Ashland; Henry B. Colby, Pleasant Plain s; Homer Brown, New Holland, and Herzberger. 
Standing: Smith, C. Nelson Worner, Manito; and Archie Zook, Athens. Absent were W. B. Montgomery, 
Petersburg and Herb D. Shelhammer, Mt. Pulaski. 

it was originally conceived by the 

late Senator Norris of Nebraska 

down to present time when it 

621 times since being installed, the 
manager enumerated. On one line 
alone, he said, one breaker oper¬ 
ated 137 times without locking 
out. The efficiency of such equip- jserves 1.500,000 rural farmsteads 
ment is easily appreciated and it i throughout the country, 
pays for itself in savings many! He stressed the economic signifi- 
times over in 'labor and fuses. | cance of electricity on the farm 

Behind the excellent equipment (and its important contribution in 
and well-planned distribution sys-: , . . , , , , 
tern are the men and women who greatly raising the standard of hv- 
carry on the work of operating the 

PROPOSED CUT- 
of 

co-op and to them should go the 
greatest share of credit for the co¬ 
op’s service, Becker insisted. He 

ing among farm people. 

More Than Bread 

“Recently I heard of a univer¬ 
sity president who believes in a 

praised the employees for their, classical education and it is true 
diligence and loyalty and added j that one can learn to enjoy the 
his congratulations for their hav- cultural aspects of the arts and 
ing won the safety award. [ literature, but man does not live by 

Public Relations I bread alone—and without it man 
Becker emphasized the work of does not live at all!” TePoorten 

Fred E. Darr, electrification advis- quoted in emphasizing the import¬ 
er, whom he said had made con- I ance of electric power in reducing 
tacts with the members over the I the burden of work, 
entire system through personal i The speaker warned of the ene- 
visits, community picnics and out¬ 
ings, school house meetings and 
pot-luck suppers during 1946. Dur¬ 
ing the year Darr’s department 
furnished personnel or entertain¬ 
ment for 162 programs attended 
by 16,261 members and friends of 
the cooperative. 

At these meetings information 
on the operations and program of 
the co-op were given in talks and 
through motion pictures, bulletins 
and other helpful literature. Eight 
meetings on the selection and care 
of deep-freezers were held in Cass, 
Menard, Mason and Sangamon 
counties at which talks were giv¬ 
en by Miss Agnes Wilson, REA 
home economist. 

“The public relations program ! 
pioneered by your co-op has attain- i 
ed nation-wide attention and has niies of the REA program and of 
been studied with great interest by | the tactics they are employing in 
the Rural Electrification Admi.nis- j their efforts to discredit the farm- 
tration. We have had visitors ! er-owned electric cooperatives. He 
from other co-ops and public pow- insisted that only through the ac- 
er districts from states in all sec- ' tive support by each member can 

the REA co-ops expect to carry on 
their program of service to their 
members. 

J. E. TEPOORTEN 

tions of the country who are inter¬ 
ested in learning how we have con- 
dweted our program to tell the 
REA story to our members,” Bec¬ 
ker revealed. 

“We also recognize the Illinois 

“You can go forward with alert¬ 
ness to the attacks that may be 
made against you, but you can go 

REA News as one of'the best ways j forward without fear in the knowl- 
to get information to members on edge that your program is right,’ 
subjects ranging from local to ! he declared. 
state and national affairs and we 
hope you read it. It is a vital part 
of our public relations program,” 
the manager said. 

Women’s Program 

Board Members 

Two new members were elected 
to the board of directors. Charles 
Smith of Easton and Audice Herz- 

Manager Becker introduced Miss ?T
erger af Virginia. Reelected were 

Joan Cameron, assistant editor of i ^enry C-^by, E. Clyde Lewis, 
the Illinois REA News, who spoke 1 C- Nelson Worner. Archie Zook, 
of the important part the REA Homer Brown, W. B. Montgomery 
farm women are playing in the Herb D. Shelhammer. 
rural electrification program. She I Guests at the meeting included 
urged the women to insist that | Everett R. Read, superintendent, 
more of the farm’s earnings be! state divison of rural electrifica- 
spent in purchasing household ap- 'tion; E. C. Collier, E. R. Brown, 
pliances and equipment to make ! an(I Karl Backer of REA’s field 
the women’s part of the farm, work j staff I REA Managers Dean Searls, 
easier and faster. | V. C. Kallal, H. G. Downey, Ray 

She described the free services Grigsby, Ralph V. White, Joseph 
to REA homemakers offered by the j Heinmann, Directors Helen Hicks 
Illinois REA News and urged the an<I G. Wayne Welsh of McDon- 
women readers to send for helpful ough Electric, John Sargent and 
pamphlets on electrical problems, I Horner Meyers of Adams Electric, 
patterns, recipes and knitted and and A. D. Mueller, editor, Illinois 
crocheted work. l REA News. 

Principal speaker of the meet-!   
ing was John E. TePoorten, co-1 i 

, ,, „7. . ■ Smallpox vaccination makes one ordmator of the Wisconsin schools I 
for vocational education, a carrier of cow-pox virus, and a     TePoor , . 
ten traced the early history of the I vaccinated person can pass on the 
REA program from the time when 1 disease to a cow. 

(From Page One) 

because of critical shortages 
materials. 

Future Dangers 

Congressman Johnson s empha¬ 
sis on materials shortages as an 

1 argument against voting for REA 
loan authorizations was a typical 

I example of the lack of informa- 
| tion about the whole REA cooper- 
i ative program on the part of many 
members of Congress, according 
to a report brought back from 

i Washington by a committee of the 
Association of Illinois Electric co¬ 
operatives which spent the first 

, week in March there talking to 
Illinois senators and congressmen. 

I Disturbed by the statements of 
| Representative John Taber of New 
| York ,chairman of the House Ap- 
! propriations Committee, to the ef¬ 
fect that REA has been receiving 
“three or four times” more money 
than it could use, the State Asso¬ 
ciation sent four representatives 
to Washington to present facts 
about the need for loan funds by 
the 27 REA co-ops in Illinois. 

The committee, composed of 
President G. Wayne Welsh, Vice 
President Everett R. Read, Coor¬ 
dinator A. E. Becker, Menard Co¬ 
op Director C. Nelson Worner, and 
A. D. Mueller, editor of the Illinois 
REA News, called on a majority 
of the Illinois members in Con¬ 
gress the first week in March. 

Information Needed 
Most of the congressmen visited 

proclaimed themselves fully in ac¬ 
cord with the requirements of the 

, REA cooperative program and in- 
i dicated they would vote favorably 
on measures to assure “adequate” 
loan authorizations to REA. 

They conceded, however, that 
the fate of REA loan authoriza¬ 
tions, as did the fate of all Agri¬ 
culture Department appropria- 
t’ons, rested primarily with the 
Subcommittee headed by Repre¬ 
sentative Dirksen, and that they 
would not be inclined to take up 
a vigorous fight for REA loan 
funds on the floor of the House 
of Representatives. 

A few were more explicit in 
their willingness to give active 
support to measures which would 
provide sufficient laon funds for 
building REA co-op lines. Among 
those who pledged their active par¬ 
ticipation in seeking ample loan 
authorizations for the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration were Sid 
Simpson of Carrollton, Leo E. Al¬ 
len of Galena, Evan Howell of 
Springfield, Melvin Price of East 
St. Louis, Roy Clippinger of Carmi 
and William G. Stratton of Mor-! 
ris. 

Powerful Friend 
Although unable to meet with 

the Illinois Association committee 
bcause of pressing affairs in the 
House, Congressman Leo Allen, 
chairman of the powerful Rules 
Ccmmittee, left instructions with ' 
his secretary, Lyle Shader, to dis¬ 
cuss the Congressman’s position on 
the need for REA funds. 

Shader told Read, Worner and 
Mueller over the luncheon table in 
the House restaurant, that Con¬ 
gressman Allen had conferred with 
C gressman Taber concerning the 
REA program and that he was en- : 

couraeed to hope REA loan au- 1 

Limited space in a home freezer 

has to go a long way to meet the 
needs of most families. Making care¬ 

ful plans and keeping an inventory 
record will make it larger. 

Even before the homemaker buys 

a freezer and starts preserving food 

for the year, she should decide how 
much of the family’s food needs are 

to be supplied by frozen products. 
She also must know what foods 

should be frozen from the standpoint 
of good nutrition. Size of the family 

and amount and kind of home-grown 

foods available must also be consid¬ 
ered. 

Planning the entire year’s freezing 

in advance makes possible using every 

bit of freezer space all the time, which 

represents a great saving in food 
costs. A freezer only half filled a 
large part of the year increases the 

cost per pound tremendously., 

Keeping an inventory and record 
of the amount of frozen food used 

helps the family make use of all food 

that has been frozen and utilize freezer 
space to best advantage. It tells exact¬ 

ly what is in the freezer at a given 
time and serves as a guide in plan¬ 

ning the next year's food supply. It 

may also give locations of the vari¬ 
ous foods in the freezer. 

Soybean Disease Control 
Is Unsolved Problem 

Brown stem rot and bud blight are 
the two diseases which at present 

cause most of the soybean losses in 

Illinois. 
Of the two, the brown stem rot is 

the more serious. It was first observed 

in central Illinois in 1944. ’Whr-time 

farm practices, such as continuous 

growing of soybeans or a corn-soy¬ 
bean rotation, greatly favored the dis¬ 

ease. 

Studies indicate that when soybeans 
are grown on a piece of land once in 
three years, the disease is less ac¬ 

tive; in rotations where soybeans are 

planted once in four years, the disease 
usually does not appear. 

Bud blight is a virus disease and 

like brown stem rot has been found 
not to be transmitted in the seed. The 

unnamed fungus causing the diseases 
lives in the soil. Pathologists know 
something about it, but are at a loss 
to offer recommendations for its con¬ 

trol. 

In addition to these two diseases, 
there are 28 others which cause most 
there are 28 others which cause most 
of the soybean losses in Illinois. 

thorizations woulc not be serious¬ 
ly reduced. 

Senator Scott Lucas, long a 
staunch supporter of the REA pro¬ 
gram, admitted he anticipated 
slashes in the funds to be provided 
REA but assured the Illinois com¬ 
mittee he would continue to do his 
best to restore any cuts made in 
the House. 

Senator C. Wayland Brooks told 
his Illinois visitors tha he was 
“for rural electrification” but 
could assure them that REA loan 
authorizations vould be sharply 
curtailed and that he was strongly 
in favor of an “across the board” 
reduction in Government spending 
and in the amounc of Government 
loan authorizations tc be allowed, 
for whatever purpose. 
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NEWS FROM 
Southeastern 

Harrisburg 111. 

A. F. LENTZ, Supt. 

WELCOME, SPRING 
From the weather outside as 

this 'Is being written it appears 
that we will soon be enjoying that 
time of year which is always wel¬ 
come, Spring. 

This has been a rather unique 
winter, and while we here in 
Southern Illinois never have the 
bitter cold that our neighbors of 
the cooperatives farther north 
have to endure, yet we complain 
about the weather, and in check¬ 
ing that subject we find that our 

NEWS FROM 
Egyptian Co-op 

Steelville, Illinois 
R. S. HOLT, Mgr. 

HELP YOUR NEIGHBOR j 
You now enjoy all the advant- i 

ages electricity can offer to the 

farm. Do all of your neighbors j 
also have electricity? Have you 
tried to help them get a Co-op 
membership application signed so i 

that they can be included in fu- | 
ture construction p’ans? Are your j 
neighbors fully informed about the 

democratic organization of our 
non-profit Cooperative? Have you, 

written your Congressman for help 
men have “loafed” only five days . _ 
this entire winter, and with that m gettmg loan authorizations for j 

record in mind, we have no cause 
to complain about the weather. 

The “hot stove” league has com¬ 
pleted its sessions, the biggest 
yields have been discussed, the big¬ 
gest fish have been caught, and 
now our farmers are getting busy 
cleaning out the barn. They have 
already given the farm tractors 
and machinery their overhauling 
for the spring work, fuel sales¬ 
men are busy laying plans, filling 
fuel tanks to take care of the long 
days and nights ahead when our 
farmers will plow as long as day¬ 
light exists, then turn on the lights 
and change shifts and keep work¬ 
ings Nothing unusual to see head¬ 
lights of farm tractors in about 
every direction within the next 
few weeks. Well, what has all 
this got to do with electricity? 

Your cooperative is stepping up 
the tempo of its construction pro¬ 
gram. We will do our best to 
bring electric energy to the great¬ 
est number of members in the his¬ 
tory of this Cooperative. 

“C” SECTION NOTES 
Due to the inability to get our 

lines under contract we have in¬ 
creased our equipment and man¬ 
power to its greatest strength in 
the life of the Cooperative and 
are starting upon the construction 
of this section under Force Ac¬ 
count. This means that we are do¬ 
ing our own engineering and con¬ 
struction. We plan to continue 
this so long as we can build lines 
much cheaper than we can con¬ 
tract them and the main reason we 
can get them built instead of wait¬ 
ing for some contractor to make 
up his mind whether he wants to 
bid on this type of work. 

We are also building short ex¬ 
tensions along with our “C” sec¬ 
tion construction and expect to 
hook up an average of 75 new 
services each month during this 
year. 

Yes, we are still accepting appli¬ 
cations for service and while we 
cannot promise when service will 
be built, if it is within % mile we 
can get to those type of extensions 
in a reasonably short time. 

Electric Motors 
We have been able to obtain a 

small number of 1-4 H. P. motors, 
which have helped to fill a need 
for that type of motor. We never 
know when or how many we may 
receive. We do have several larger 
motors in stock. Five H. P., 7!4 
HP, suitable for heavy shop work, 
etc. 

We are continually being asked 
about what type of electric weld¬ 
er is approved . nd suitable for 
light farm use. We wish to state 
that this cooperative has on hand 
a stock of Westinghouse Welders 
suitable for REA lines and priced 
at the regularly manufacturers list 
price. If you are interested in 
purchasing a farm welder, we sug¬ 
gest that it be a welder, approved 
and manufactured by a reliable 
concern. 

Wiring Materials 
Your cooperative has obtained a 

good stock of wiring materials, 
priced right according to the pres¬ 
ent market value. We will be glad 
to assist any of our members to 
obtain the proper type of wiring 
for his farmstead. 
CHANGE IN BILLING DATE 
Due to the rapidly expanding 

program and the great number of 
new services which we are con¬ 
necting each month, it becomes 
necessary to divide our billing into 
two groups. We have mailed cut 
letters to the farm accounts up to 
F3500 that beginning March 20 
you will not receive yoar meter 
reading card as before bn.' trill re¬ 
ceive it about April 5. ftu will 

REA? 

We plan to submit another ap¬ 
plication for construction funds to 

REA within the next few months. 

Unless your friends and neighbors 
have a signed membership appli¬ 

cation on file in this office before 

that time, they cannot be included 
in our future construction plans, j 
The only cost to the applicant is ! 

the $5.00 membership fee. No ad¬ 
ditional charges are made to mem¬ 

bers who happen to live quite a 
distance from our existing line. j 

Make a survey of your neighbors 
who do not have electricity and 
urge them to sign a membership 
application without delay. You 

are a member and part owner of 
this Co-op so let’s get electricity to 

everyone as soon as possible! 

Const ruct ion Notes 
Construction is proceeding rap- ; 

idly in areas where roads and i 

fields permit. 29.5 miles of line 1 

were energized in February. This | 

does not include short taps of less 
than 1000 feet. On March 1, 2477 
members were receiving service 

read your meter as of the 5th of 
the month from now on and return | 
the meter reading card immediate- ; 
ly. iTou will then receive your bill 
about 15th and will have until 25th 
to pay it, without penalty. 

Your first bill under this new 
procedure you will receive April \ 
15 will cover 1% months instead 
of just one month, and then the ! 
bills from then on will be for just 
one month as before, only it will 
cover the period from 5th to 5th, 
instead of the 20th as previously. 

This change will not cost anyone 
any more than he paid previously 
but will enable us to more evenly 
distribute the work in our office. 

All members whose account 
numbers are not included in this 
group FI to F3500 will not be af¬ 
fected by this change but will re¬ 
ceive their meter cards as before 
and will pay as before. 

This section, for which an allot¬ 
ment of $700,000 was made Oct. 3, 
1946, has no chance of being built 
during this present year as mater¬ 
ials have been ordered but no sup¬ 
plier will promise delivery of any 
of this material during 1947. It 
will be imposible for this coopera¬ 
tive to get to any of this section 
until material deliveries are on a 
more stable basis. Poles that were 
the number one bottleneck last 
year are now in much better posi¬ 
tion, and the shortage now is wire, 
transformers and aluminum hard¬ 
ware. 

Vital Statistics Feb., 1947 
_  5400 

5389 
Farm members billed  4257 

.. 584 
206 

_ 313 
 29 

1256 
 4.30 

_ 25.09 
Kilowatts purchased: 

__1,000,500 
Sfttl, . 20th 881,700 

Kilowatts sold: 
20th . 20th _ __ 753.162 

24.7 
KW. Demand: 

_ 1230 
.  363 
. ___ ..336 

_798 
. . 2009 
 .37.3 

. 7,093.97 
Power bill    7,093.97 

Spokane Tour 
Last call for making reservations 

on special low rate REA tour to 
Spokane and return via West Coast 
—Grand Canyon. Mail to Ulinois- 
Spokane Tour, Northern Pacific 
Railway. 73 E. Jackson Blvd., Chi¬ 
cago, 111. 

with &2 of this number connected 
in February. 

One full-time maintenance crew 
is now in operation. This crew is j 
assisted by two other small crews 

when necessary. 

Five hundred applications for 
electric service have been received 

since October 1, 1946. This repre¬ 
sents an average of 100 per month. 
An additional application for funds 

will have to be made after July 1. 
Our “L” Application has not yet 

cleared the REA Office in Wash¬ 
ington. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arcliie Kueker of 

Walsh have a new baby boy in the 

family. He has been named Rob- | 

ert Lee. We want to wish you a| 

lot of luck Robert Lee. 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Volkman, 

Campbell Hill, are the happy par- [ 

ents of a second son, Jerry Doyle, j 
born on January 1, 1947. Their 

first boy, Arlen Keith, is 2 years 

old. Jerry will surely look for¬ 
ward to the coming of each new 

year. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Schupbach, 
Jr., of Sparta had a good reason 

for missing our annual meeting 

this year. Their new daughter, 
Patricia Ann, was born on Febru¬ 
ary 13, our annual meeting day. 

We can help her celebrate her 

birthday next year. 
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Riecken- 

berg of Steeleville are the proud 

parents of a baby boy born Feb¬ 
ruary 18. His name is Dennis. 

Little Dennis had the honor of be¬ 
ing the first baby born in the new 

Chester Hospital. 
Mr. and Mrs. Amos Ebers of 

Welge are the parents of a baby 
boy born March 11. He has been 
named James Lee. His proud 

grandfather, Herman Ehlers, was 
in the office giving cigars to every¬ 

one. We don’t believe it makes 
him feel old at all. 

Herman Rubach of Campbell 
Hill, who was ■ recently connected 

to our lines, is really happy now. 
On a recent visit to the office he 

said *T just can’t figure out how 
we managed to read by a dim coal- 
oil light- all these years. Just for 

an experiment, we turned off our 

electric lights and used our coal- 
oil light and it seemed like we 

were sitting in the dark. We sure 

appreciate the advantages electri¬ 
city offers to the farm.” 

* * • 

Mr. and Mrs. Noah Dameron of 

Willisville did not have to wait 
for the Manufacturer to make de¬ 
livery of a new refrigerator. With 

the help of Elmer Dalege, they 

converted an old ice box, which 
was well insulated, into an efficient 

deep freeze unit. She said, “Our 
old ice box was made into an 8- 

foot deep freeze unit and it in¬ 

creased our electric bill only 35c 
per month. With our deep freeze 

unit we can keep fresh food on 

hand at all times.” 
* * * 

Mr. Wm. Kessel of Ava came 

into the office to thank us for the 
door chimes he won at the Annu¬ 
al Meeting. We hope that he will 

be lucky again next year. 
• * * 

Mr. Nick Maes of Murphysboro 

writes: “I have added an electric 
range and electric hot water heat¬ 
er and beginning March 17, we 
will start our electric brooder. I 

would also like to call your atten¬ 
tion to a dead tree in my pasture 
which is near the REA lines and 

should be cut before it falls into 
the lines.” Thank you Mr. Maes. 

Such letters are appreciated and 

help to prevent future outages. 
* * * 

Mr. Melvin Patridge of Elkville 

writes: "I have added an electric 

range and electric brooder. We 

already have three wire service 

but thought you would like to 

know about the new appliances 

added.” Thank you Mr. Patridge. 
Your letter will help us in our volt¬ 

age regulation study. 
♦ * * 

Mr. Joe Bryant of Murphysboro 

gave us another reason for having 

electricity on the farm. His flue 

NEWS FROM 
Illinois Valley 

Princeton, 111. 

JOHN H. WOLFE, Mgr. 

NEWS FROM 

Cl hi ton County 
Breese, 111. 

jOSEPH HE1MANN, Supt. 

WELCOME NEW 
MEMBERS 

Clarence Bleull, Hennepin; Jay 

Hall, New Bedford; Leonard Swan, 

Tampico; Stanley Webb, Sheffield; 
Harold Hansen, Wyanet; Perry 
Cline, Princeton; Harlan L. Hurl- 

butt, Galva; Woodrow Swearingen, 
Anna wan; Clarence Frank, Shef¬ 

field; Glenn E. Chariet, Cambridge; 
Floyd T. Wooden, Ladd; Frank | 
Mutton, Hennepin; Garnette Al¬ 

len, LaSalle; Howard Metcalf, 
Princeton; Willard Elmore, Tiskil- 

wa; Horace M. Stocking, Prince¬ 
ton; Louis Elder, Tiskilwa. 

February Operating Report 
Total Billed Members  2,721 
Total Miles Energized 1,061 
Member Density i'er Mile 2.6 
Number of Minimum Bills , 342 
Members Connected during Feb. 18 
Members Disconnected during Feb 3 

Ave. KWH Consumption per Member..l50 

NEWS BRIEFS 
On February 17 Harry Green 

of near Princeton stopped in the 
office and requested that his meter 
be re-installed. Mr. and Mrs. 

Green had just returned from an 
8,000 mile motor trip and reported 

the temperature was 90° in Seat¬ 
tle, Washington. 

Kirk McDowells of near Victor- j 
ia arrived home from Florida on 1 

March 4 and Henry Lange of near 

Princeton is enjoying some good 
fishing in Florida. Also, Noah 

Patterson of near Ottawa closed 

his house in November and went 

to Florida for the winter months. 
BOARD MEETING 

The Board of Directors monthly 
meeting was held at the Coopera¬ 

tive office on Tuesday, March 11, 
with all the directors present ex¬ 
cept Mr Boyle and Mr. Warner. 

Everett R. Brown, of REA’s appli¬ 
cations and loans division, also at¬ 
tended the Board meeting. 

D. D. Mohler, REA field engineer, 

visited our Cooperative on March 
13 and 14 to look over our con¬ 

struction on various extensions. 

Many of our members are add¬ 
ing to their conveniences and tak¬ 

ing advantage of their electricity 
by adding electric water-heaters. 

Our linemen have recently inspect¬ 

ed water-heaters at the farms of 

the following: John Golby, Kirk 
McDowell, DeWitt McDowell, Alb¬ 

ert Fredrickson, Clarence A. Sei- 
boldt, Wm. J. Seiboldt, Leonard 
Pierson, Peter Carney, Vernon 

Swanson, Vincent Aubry, W. C. 
Martin, Milo Abernethy, Dale T. 

Anderson, Peter DeBoever, Donald 
Falk, and Joy Lane. 

We feel sure that these people 

will enjoy their water-heaters. 

Spokane Tour 
Last call for making reservations 

on special low rate REA tour to 
Spokane and return via West Coast 
—Grand Canyon. Mail to Dlinois- 
Spokane Tour, Northern Pacific 
Railway, 73 E. Jackson Blvd., Chi¬ 
cago, 111. 

recently caught on fire starting a 

blaze in his house. He said, “I be¬ 
lieve that the running water made 
possible by electricity saved our 

house from burning down com¬ 
pletely. We are truly grateful for 
the electricity we have on our 
farm.” 

FOR SALE 
Spray outfit suitable for orchards 

or painting farm buildings. 50 gal¬ 
lon capacity. Gasoline driven 

compressor, mounted on three 

wheels with tongue and trailer 

hitch. See your Co-op office. 

Electric appliance cords and a 

few fluorescent fixtures, at the 

Co-op office. 

ARE YOU MOVING? 
You are responsible for the elec¬ 

tric service on your premises until 

the co-op has been notified and 

can disconnect it and your final 

billing is made on the basis of the 

electricity used while the meter 

was assigned to your name. It is 
important, therefore, that you no¬ 
tify your co-op office when you 
wish to have service discontinued 
because your responsibility for 
payment of electricity used does 
not end until the disconnect is 
made. 

Also, please give us the follow¬ 
ing information immediately when 
you know you are going to move: 
The date you will move; the final 
reading of your meter, your for¬ 
warding address, and the name of 
the new tenant on your old place. 
We will greatly appreciate your co¬ 
operation. 

WORK ON SUBSTATION 

Work has been started on the 
new substation southeast of Tren¬ 
ton. The concrete has been poured 
and the steel structure is being 
erected. This new substation will 
be energized before long and will 
feed all of the distribution lines 
west of Sugar Creek. 

The energization of this substa¬ 
tion will relieve the voltage con¬ 
dition on our entire system be¬ 
cause it will take some of the 
overload from our present substa¬ 
tion. 

The new substation is the start 
of our rebuilding, rephasing pro¬ 
gram. The new substation cli¬ 
maxes the work of adding capac¬ 
ity to the system for which pre¬ 
liminary work has been done for 
more than a year. 

System Report 
Miles energized 574.71 
Revenue per mile 14..‘U- 
Members served   l,49i, 
KWH Sold   212,2Gv 
Average KWH Farm 135. > 
Density per mile  2.62 
Average bill  5.68 

REA ARRIVALS 

Baby girl to Mr. and Mrs. Alfred 
Hanke, Shattuc, Feb. 25; Mr. and 
Mrs. Hy. Eversgerd, Germantown, 
March 4; Mr. and Mrs. Arnold 
Grapperhaus, Carlyle, March 7, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Horst- 
mann, St. Rose, March 8. 

J. L. Langhauser 

We wish to extend sympathy to 
the family of Joseph L. Langhau¬ 
ser, who died Tuesday morning, 
March 11, as a result of an injury 
incurred by a falling tree. 

HONOR ROLL 
COMMERCIAL 

Gulf Refining Company, 3071; Herman 
Graham, 2550; J. J. Lynn, 2500; C. F. 
Frazier, 1898; Nick Babare, 1692; South¬ 
ern Railway Co., 1220; Elmer Gold¬ 
schmidt, 408. 

NON-FARM 
E. W. Striebinger, 624; Otto Meier, 523; 

Dr. C. S. Kurz, 448. - 
FARM 

Nelson Moifatt, 1659 ; Clarence Dick- 
haut, 1556; Harvey Kingelhoefer, 1100; 
John Kalmer, 1077; Joseph H. Hoimann, 
869; Russel Klingelhoefer, 833; Louis Her¬ 
mann, 820; Vincent P. Shaefer, 800; M. BL 
Luebbers, Jr., 740; Cyril Huelsmann. 725. 
Joseph Meyer, 720; Addin Tyberendt, 708; 
Arthur O. Riess, 700; Herman G. Korte, 
672; Edward Hugo, 671; Ed. Merrill, 667; 
Vincent Albers, 662; Melvin-Hoffman, 651; 
Clarence Beckemeyer, 643; Talmadge Out¬ 
house, 627. 

Paul J. Ruels, 625; Gordon Kraemer, 
617; Arnold E. Henss, 598; William Varel, 
590; Gerhard Timmermann, 589; Ray¬ 
mond Spihimann, 587; Albert Leicht, 572; 
Fred Thoms, 562; Delmar Fochtmann, 549; 
Ben M. Meyer, 541; Herbert Kraemer, 536; 
Paul Haumesser, 533; Fred Beckmann, 526; 
Edmund Riess, 525. 

Ed. Carson, 520; Charles Pigg, 517; Her¬ 
man Wiedle, 514; N. K. Meddows, 513; 
Jos. F. Ratermann, 509; Alfred L. Stein. 
508; Leo Sudholt, 506; Rudolph Buehler. 
500; MjSgt. Herbert J. Tye, 500; Wm. 
Ranz, Jr., 500. 

Wm. Murphy, 495; Sylvester Schumach¬ 
er, 485; Frank Meyer, 481; Chas. Boeker, 
Jr.,-479; Alvis B. Loepker, 479; Ben Rens- 
ing, 473; Henry D. Nies, 471; Bernard J. 
Gebke, 471; Charles R. Good, 464; Ray 
Roper, 463; Menard Etter, 459; Melvin 
E. Henss, 457. 

Mrs. John Ratermann, 454; Anthony Ra¬ 
kers, 453; Louis Korte, 440; Frank Lang- 
enhorst, 433; A1 Groene, 431; The Bor gelt, 
430; Carl Treffert, 428; Alphonse Husteddcw 
423; Theo Zurliene, 411; Frank J. Huels¬ 
mann, 410; Millard Felton, 410; Alphonse 
Olliges, 404; Harvey Harpstrite, 400; 
Frank Usselmann, 400. 

Spokane Tour 
Last call for making reservations 

on special low rate REA tour to 
Spokane and return via West Coast 
—Grand Canyon. Mail to Rlinois- 
Spokane Tour, Northern Pacific 
Railway, 73 E. Jackson Blvd., Chi¬ 
cago, 11L 

Spokane Tour 
Last call for making reservations 

on special low rate REA tour to 
Spokane and return via West Coast 
—Grand Canyon. Mail to Illinois- 
Spokane Tour, Northern Pacific 
Railway, 73 E. Jackson Blvd., Chi¬ 
cago, ILL 
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NEWS FROM 
Southwestern 
Electric Co-op 

Greenville, Ul. 

V. C. KALLAL, Manager 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
Bond County—Office, Greenville, Tel. 

3S6. Office Hours: 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 
P.M. except Sundays or Holidays. 
Before or after office hours, on Sun¬ 
days, call: Paul G. Morgan, Green- 
vie 796, or V. C, Kallal, Greenville 
379. 

Fayette County—Maurice Ketten, Van- 
daiia 932. 

Madison County—Ed. Barnes, Edwards- 
ville 1087. 

OPERATING STATISTICS 
February, 1947 

Miles Energized  1,169.55 
itevenue Per Mile $18.80 
Total Connected Members  3,433 
Density Per Mile 2.94 
Average Bill  $6.50 
Average KWH Used 165.45 
Per Cent Minimum Bills 20 
KWH Sold 557,566 

February, 1346 
Miles Energized 1,023.43 
Revenue Per Mile $18.26 
Total Connected Members 3,102 
Density Per Mile 3.03 
Average Bill  $6.13 
Average KWH Used 146.61 
Per Cent Minimum Bills  20 
KWH Sold  445,267 

BROODING SEASON 
This is the season when fires in 

brooder houses are reported each 
year. Brooder houses are usually 

moved each year and in most cases 
are some distance from the meter 
pole. Because of this moving, the 

outside wiring is usually temporary 
and too many times is not heavy 

enough to carry the load over the 

distance. 

The brooder season is short so 
the wiring in the brooder house it¬ 
self gets little or no attention for 
ten or eleven months out of the 

. year. Hence we find corrosion and 

moisture have done damage to the 
wiring and to the brooder itself 
which too often is stored on the 
brooder house wall or hung from 
the ceiling. We strongly recom¬ 

mend a careful check be made of ! 
the condition of the brooder house 
wiring and the brooder itself some 

weeks ahead of the time you plan 
to put the brooder in operation. A 
little precaution may prevent an 

expensive fire. Brooding with elec¬ 
tricity can be safe. Any danger in¬ 
volved conies frdm the carelessness 

giving help on most every farm in 
the neighborhood of our boyhood 
days. It is hard to believe, but it 
is true that many folks live side 
by side in a community for years 
and yet are not neighbors. Your 
management is reminded of this 
weekly. 

Just as this was being written, 
two applicants for service were in 

the office and advised that neither 
of two neighbors (or is that the 
wrong word?) would give right-of- 

way so that the electric line could 

be extended. It is hard to realize 
why such things happen in rural 
America. Actually for many of the 
lines built, more man hours of la¬ 
bor are spent in securing the neces¬ 
sary right-of-way than in the act¬ 

ual construction of the line. Then 

too, often the right-of-way is not 
secured until the farm changes 
ownership. 

There must be words to describe | 
farm-owners who enjoy the bene¬ 
fits of electric service but do not 
allow the line to be extended to 
serve others. We suppost such 
language, however, would stop a 
printing press! 

If all are to enjoy the benefits of 
electric service, each landowner 
must give right-of-way so that the 
line can be extended to serve his 
neighbors. This is exactly what 
made it possible to extend the line 
from the substation to your farm. 

Yes, it may be a little inconvenient 
for you to work around a pole or 
guy wire, but remember others 
have don% the same for you. If 
he isn’t your neighbor, then you 
are surely responsible for one-half 
of the difficulty and so if he wants 
the line extended from your farm 
to his, now would be a good time 
to become neighbors in the true 
sense of the word. To be a good 
neighbor, we need simply to observe 
the Golden Rule. 

Spokane Tour 
Last call for making reservations 

on special low rate REA tour to 
Spokane and return via West Coast 
—Grand Canyon. Mail to Blinois- 
Spokane Tour, Northern Pacific 
Railway, 73 E. Jackson BlvtL, Chi¬ 
cago, III. 

or negligence of the person oper¬ 
ating the brooder! 

TREE CUTTING 
We have warned the mem¬ 

bers many times not to cut 
trees that are dangerously close 
to the line without first getting 
in touch with the office or 

maintenance crews in the par¬ 
ticular area. Yet seldom a 
month passes but what some 
one fells a tree which goes 

through the line! 

A tree recently not only 

broke the line, but damaged a 
pole and transformer and caus¬ 
ed an interruption in the ser¬ 
vice for a large number of 
members in the area. The total 
cost to the cooperative for re¬ 
pairs will be in excess of $100. 

Besides this, there is no way 
to estimate the damage in the 
form of inconvenience to those 
who were out of service for 
several hours. Won’t you 
please, therefore, be fair about 
it and contact us if you wish 
to remove a tree that is near 
the line? Our crews can then 
advise you whether it is safe 
for you to tackle the job your¬ 
self. If it is not, they can ar¬ 

range to assist you in getting 
the tree down. 

NEIGHBORS? 
Recently we wrote to a member 

and asked his permission to place 
an anchor on one of the poles ‘in 

his pasture, so that the electric 

service could be extended about 
800 feet to serve his neighbor. In 

a few days, he answered, said it 
would be okay, but that the appli¬ 
cant for service was not his neigh¬ 
bor! 

Being born and raised on the 
farm, we still have not figured out 

what the member meant by his 

statement. Reminiscing just a 
little, we can recall running a 

bundle wagon, helping butcher, do¬ 

ing chores for a sick neighbor, and 

PLAN SYSTEM STUDY 
In keeping with the policy of 

| improving service and to be ready 
I for an expected increase in use of i 
electricity, your Board of Direc- | 
tors has executed a contract with j 

, the co-(}p’s engineers to make a i 
! system study. Work has been | 
i started on the study. When com- | 
| pleted, the engineers will be able i 
j to advise what changes or addi- ; 
1 tions will be required to furnish j 
j the kind of service our members 1 

are entitled to receive. The time | 
required to make the recommend- j 
ed improvements will again depend j 
upon the rate in which necessary I 
materials are received after orders j 
can be placed with the suppliers. 

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS 
Because we are unable to greet 

each new member personally, we 
want to take this opportunity to 
welcome them to the Cooperative. 
Many of our members have moved 
off the lines and their places have 
been taken by new members. To 
these, as well as those who are now 
receiving service for the first time 
after patiently waiting for mater¬ 
ials to become available to extend 

j service to them, we wish to say 
that we are happy to include you , 

f in our membership. Our chief re¬ 
gret is that there are yet several 

J hundred applicants that we have 
j been unable to serve because of 
J lack of material. Unfortunately, 
jthe prospects for an early end to 
I the material shortages is not in 
I sight. 
I BEWARE FALSE STORIES! 

• While material shortages 
prevent our embarking on any 
major construction program, 
the power comoanies in our 
territory are very active in 
their attempts to discredit 

| your Cooperative. Members 

are being told that we have 

set poles lor the express pur¬ 
pose o€ preventing the utilities’ 

building into the area and that 

the lines may never be com¬ 
pleted. For the benefit of any¬ 

one who may have been led to 

believe sack a fantastic story, 

may we emphasize that when 

we go to the expense of setting 

poles, our plans provide for 

completion of the line. 

Occasionally poles are set for 

quite a long time before we are 

able to get the conductor strung. 

Poles are set so that stakes driven 

by the engineers will not be lost 
and additional expense incurred in 
restaking the lines. It is essential 
that construction costs be held to 
a minimum. If this can be attain¬ 
ed by setting poles, even though 
conductor may not be available at 
the time, it is good business to do 
so. 

Bud Getting Better 
We are pleased to announce that 

our line foreman, Robert D. Wil¬ 
son (better known to his many 
friends as “Bud”) is recovering 
from a surgical operation perform¬ 
ed to repair injuries suffered re¬ 
cently while assisting in the un¬ 
loading of a carload of poles. Bud’s 
condition, we are happy to report, 
is improving satisfactorily, but it 
will be several weeks before he will 
be able to return to a full duty 
status. 

VISITORS 

Your Cooperative was visited 
during the past month by E. C. 
Collier, field representative of 
REA’s management division; Miss 
C. Agnes Wilson, home economist, 
of REA’s applications and loans 
division, and Everett R. Brown, 
also of the A. and L. division. 

Appliance Meetings Planned 

Miss Wilson advised us tentative 
plans have been made for two 
meetings dealing with appliance 
repair to be held by the County 
Extension Home Advisors of Mont¬ 
gomery and Macoupin counties. 
Miss Helen Bennett, home advis¬ 
or from Montgomery county, will 
hold a meeting at Hillsboro, May 
16. Miss Deborah Solliday will 
conduct the Macoupin county 
meeting at Carlinville, May 19. 
Members living in these two coun¬ 
ties can obtain full particulars 
about these meetings by getting 
in touch with the Home Advisor. 
We expect to be able to give more 
detailed information about these 
meetings in our column in the May 
issue of the Illinois REA News. 

Several of your directors and 
your manager attended the Dist- 
trict Meeting of the State Associa¬ 
tion at Litchfield, March 12, where 
they joined with directors and the 
managers of M. J. M. Electric co¬ 
op and Southwestern Electric co¬ 
op in discussing local, state and 
national problems affecting the 
REA program. 

Among the recommendations 
made to the State Association was 
one that urged Illinois to work to 
have the 1948 NRECA convention 
held in Chicago during March of 
next year. The earlier date would 
enable more REA members to at¬ 
tend when they are not busy with 
spring work on the farm. This j 
year’s convention will be helf in j 
Spokane, Washington, April 22 to 
25. 

Spokane Tour 

Last call for making reservations 
on special low rate REA tour to 
Spokane and return via West Coast 
—Grand Canyon. Mail to Illinois- 
Spokane Tour, Northern Pacific 
Railway, 73 E. Jackson Blvd., Chi¬ 
cago, 111. 

Crop Yields 

The best oat crop since 1937, 516 
million bushels, was harvested this 
year in Illinois. Corn yielded 57 
bushels an acre, compared with 
the former top of 54 bushels in 
1942, the ten-year (1935-44) aver¬ 

age of 45 bushels and the past five- 
year average of 50 bushels. 

Soybeans yielded 22 bushels, 

which is two bushels above aver¬ 

age. Acre yields for tame hay, I 
spring wheat, potatoes and broom- | 

corn are above average; barley and i 

rye are about average; and winter j 

wheat yield and production are be¬ 

low average. 

NEWS FROM 
Wayne-White 

Fairfield, Dl. 

OWEN J. CHANEY, Mgr. 

Telephone Numbers 
In case of emergency call before 

8:00 a. m. or after 5:00 p. m., call the 
following: 

For Carmi, McLeansboro, Norris 
City and vacinity, call Chalon Carter, 
Phone No. 123, Norris City. 

For all of Edwards County, all of 
Wayne County, Crossville, Calvin 
and Phillipstown, in White County, 
call Cloyd Musgrave 60M, Norman 
Davis 18F21 or Bill Fleming 11F23. 
all of' Fairfield. 

WELCOME 

During the past two months, we 

have been very busy building ex¬ 
tensions and energizing lines on 

our “E” Project. This means that 

a lot of folks are receiving electric 
service for the first time. We wel¬ 
come you as new members of the 
Co-operative. 

Many of you have been signed 

up a long time and have waited 
patiently for the hi-line. We 
thank you for your patience and 
understanding. 

ELECTRIC RANGE 

We receive many inquiries from 

consumers who are in the market 
for a new kitchen range. The two 
questions asked are: Do you have 

a special rate when an electric 
range is installed? And, how much 

will it cost to cook with electricity? 
The answer to the first question is 

no, the rates do not change when 
you install an electric range. Cook¬ 
ing with electricity increases the 
KWH consumption and as the 
monthly consumption increases the 

rate per KWH decreases; thus, the 

more electricity you use the less 
the cost per KWH. 

The cost to cook with electricity 
depends on the number of persons 
in the family and the average KWH 
used per month, before the stove 

is installed. It is estimated by 
manufacturers of electric stoves 

that a family of four will use about 
100 KWH per month. This means 
that if you are now using 100 KWH 
per month, which costs you $6.50, 
and install an electric stove - thus 
increasing your consumption to 

200 KWH per month, it will cost 
you $3.00 to operate your stove. 

The first 100 KWH used costs 
$6.50, the next 100 KWH costs $3.00 
and all over 200 KWH costs $1.50 
per hundred. 

Your Co-operative 

Every so often something hap¬ 
pens or some remark is made that 

makes us feel that some people are 
losing sight of the fact that the 
Wayne-White Counties Electric Co¬ 
operative is a co-operative, that it 
is their co-operative and that it is 
being operated for their benefit on¬ 
ly. Your electric line is in exis¬ 

tence because of the co-operation of 

a large group of people. This co¬ 
operation has brought electricity 

into rural areas that Public Power 
Companies had refused to serve. 
Your co-operative has been oper¬ 
ating, successfully, almost ten years 

and will continue to be successful 

as long as you, as members, give 
it your loyal co-operation and sup¬ 
port. 

25 Highest Farm Users 
Jake Bowyer, Keenes, 1299 ; Ben Nation, 

Fairfield, 1288 ; D. T. Woodard, No. 1, 
Grayville, 880: Clyde Gumbrell, Albion, 
817; Ulla Givens. No. 3. Carmi, 696: A 
D. Crews, Fairfield. 654: John Spence, 
Geff, 627 : Roy Mokler, No. 1, Crossville, 
625 ; C. P. Huflfer, Springerton, 620; J. A. 
Hamilton, McLeansboro, 605 ; Perry Fulk, 
Noble, 555; J. F. Combs. Wayne City, 
527; Alfred Reid, Albion, 516; Carl Shel¬ 
ton, Fairfield, 510 ; John L. Rudolph, No. 3, 
Carmi, 499; Thomas Bunnage, Ellery, 497 ; 
G. P, Calvin, Calvin, 568; W. F. Acker¬ 
man, No. 3, Carmi, 454; E. A. Marlin, 
Herald," 453 : Charles Schofield. Johnson- 
ville, 451; Kermit Mills, No. 1, Bluford, 
445 ; Laura E. Mosley, Clay City, 440 ; 
Joe Renshaw. Sr.. No. 1, Maunie, 439 : W. 
G. Bayley, New Haven, 111., 429; James 
A. Wash, Jr., Maunie, 420. 

Spokane Tour 
Last call for making reservations 

on special low rate REA tour to 
Spokane and return via West Co:'s* 
—Grand Canyon. Mail to Ulinois- 
Spokane Tour, Northern Pacific 
Railwav 73 E, Jackson Blvd., Chi- 
cagoj 111. 

NEWS FROM 
Shelby Electric 

Shelbyville, 111. 

LANE WALKER, Mgr. 

Lineman Injured 
A near-tragedy befell Earl West- 

enhauer, one of the co-op’s line¬ 
men, on March 17, when he came in 
contact with an energized highline 
as he was about to remove a trans¬ 
former from a pole two miles north 
west of Nokomis. 

Earl received burns on the first 
three fingers on his right hand and 
the first two fingers on his left, but 
other than that, suffered no ill ef¬ 
fects. 

Earl is indeed fortunate that his 
fall resulting from the shock was 
broken by his spur catching on the 
ground wire on the pole. He hung 
head down until his fellow work¬ 
ers could rescue him. He was im¬ 
mediately rushed to J. doctor for 
treatment of his burns and after 
a few days rest to recover from the 
effects of shock and to watch for 
possible complications, he returned 
to the job. 

The accident was attributed to 
the fact that the line was not de¬ 
energized and had not been 
grounded before Earl climbed the 
pole to take down the transformer. 
A fellow crew member had de-ener¬ 
gized a line which he thought led 
to the one the crew was working 
on. Because the crew members be¬ 
lieved the line was dead they 
neglected to ground the line at the 
place of work. 

This unfortunate accident illus¬ 
trated well the fact that when 
working with something as danger¬ 
ous as electric lines it is necessary 
to check and double-check on all 
safety precautions. We are all 
grateful that this accident was not 
as serious at it might have been 
and hope that a similar accident 
will never happen again. 

LET’S GET GOING! 

Manager Walker attended the 
state Managers’ Association meet¬ 
ing in Springfield on March 19, 
which was held concurrently with 
the meeting of the board of direc¬ 
tors of the State Association. A 
joint luncheon meeting was held 
at which a representative of the 
Northern Pacific railway discussed 
the special train tour which will 
take delegates and REA members 
to Spokane, Washington, and re¬ 
turn via Seattle, Portland, San 
Francisco, Los Angeles, and the 
Grand Canyon. 

Managers and directors from 
several of the other co-ops in the 
state reported that quite a number 
of their members are planning to 
take advantage of the low rate on 
the special train to enjoy a vaca¬ 
tion and to increase their under¬ 
standing of the nation-wide REA 
program at the same time. 

Time For A Vacation 
We hope to find a good many 

Shelby Electric members on the 
train to Spokane. After several 
years of travel restrictions when 
farmers and their wives worked 
harder than at any time in their 
lives to produce the food needed to 
win the war, they certainly have 
earned a vacation and it would cer¬ 
tainly do them a lot of good to 
take one. 

The old adage that “All work 
and no play makes Jack a dull 
boy” applies to farmers and their 
wives as much as to anyone else. 
Yet farm folks always seem the 
most reluctant of all to take much 
needed recreation. 

A lot of you older members now 
have your sons back from serivee 
who could manage the work on the 
farm for the two weeks you would 
be gone on the trip to the west 
coast and back. You were doing 
your part on the home front during 
the war and richly deserve a rest 
before the real heavy spring work 
starts. 

On this trip you will meet many 
other Illinois farmers and their 
wives, all of them members of 
REA co-ops like yours, and you 
will come back much richer in 
friends for the experience. 

The time is short for making 
reservations. Full details aboufr 
the trip, its cost, train accommo< 
dations, and the itinerary can be 
obtained by writing “Ulinois-Spo., 
kane Tour, Northern Pacific Pail«. 
way. 73 E. Jackson Blvd., Chica« 
go. HI.” 

We’ll see you on the train! 
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mm YEARS OLD, ADAMS CO-OP DISCOVERS 
ff HAS OUTGROWN ROMPERS; GROWING FAST 

Extensive enlargements will 
have to be made to the community 
building by the city dads of Camp 
Point or Adams Electric coopera¬ 
tive must hold its annual meeting 
elsewhere next year. The record- 
breaking crowd of 800 which 
squeezed into the customary meet¬ 
ing place for the eighth annual 
meeting demonstrated the co-op 
has outgrown its rompers and is 
ready to try on an outdoor meeting 
spot for size. 

As a consequence, a motion was 
readily approved to give the board 
of directors authority to change 
the time of the meeting to premit 
holding it during warm weather, 
possibly in one of the picnic groves 
in the co-op territory. 

After the meeting was called to 
order by President Roy L. Shar- 
row, the business session was 
opened by the reading of the offi¬ 
cial notice of meeting and the 
minutes of the last meeting by 
Secretary Horner S. Myers. 

Year’s Growth Cited 
In his address, President Shar- 

row described the serious situa¬ 
tion concerning the shortage of 
materials for line construction and 
the exhorbitant prices asked by 
contractors to do the job. He re¬ 
minded his listeners that in his last 
year’s report he told them the co¬ 
op would build its own, lines in 
1946. 

“During the year we constructed 
85 miles of new lines and connect¬ 
ed 278 new members,” Sharrow re¬ 
counted. “Twenty miles of this 
new line is three-phase and which 
it takes about three times longer 
to build than single-phase.” 

He explained that the three- 
phase line is necessary to carry 
the enormous load which the mem¬ 
bers will eventually place on the 
system and that it will simplify 
the hook-up with a new substation 
east of Mt. Sterling which will be 
energized this spring. 

Raise Mortgage Limit 
By the end of 1946 REA had ad¬ 

vanced Adams Electric nearly 
$850,000 with which the co-op con¬ 
structed 805 miles of line to serve 
2130 farmsteads in Adams, Brown 
and Schuyler counties, Sharrow 
disclosed. Last fall REA allocated 
another $850,000 to the co-op but 
to accept this additional loan, the 
members must act to raise the 
debt limitation above the $1,500,000 
originally specified. A formal mo¬ 
tion to this effect was carried, the 
debt limitation being pegged at $5 
million. 

A careful study of the capital 
credits plan was made by the board 
of directors, the president said, 
and the board recommended that 
the members authorize the board 
to adopt the plan. A. vote by the 
members gave the board the nec¬ 
essary authority to adopt the plan 
at the appropriate time. 

Provisions have been made to 
continue the co-op’s construction 
program until its currently plan¬ 
ned 2 000 miles of line is built, 
Sharrow said. 

He pointed out the many obsta¬ 
cles. including the interim of the 
war years, which have hampered 
the construction program, but as¬ 
sured his listeners that the goal 
would eventually be attained. 

Manager’s IV port 
In his report, Manager Dean 

Searls said the co-op members 
were justified in taking pride in 
the fact that their organization 
had grown steadily from an idea 
eight years ago to a system serv¬ 
ing 2130 members in 1946. 

With the allotments from REA 
now available, he estimated that 
when proposed construction is com¬ 
pleted there will be approximately 
4260 connections to the distribution 
lines and that 17,040 persons will 
be dependent upon Adams Electric 
for service. 

He reminded his audience that 
there are 918 REA co-ops in the 
country, all of them scrambling 
for enough materials to keep their 
construction work going forward, 
added to which the private power 
companies and telephone compa¬ 
nies are rapidly expanding their 
facilities and bidding for vast 
quantities of materials for their 
systems. 

He predio ed that supplies 
would become increasingly availa¬ 
ble as production gets intv high 
gear, but asked the membe»» wait¬ 

ing for service to be as patient as 
possible for their time to be con¬ 
nected to the co-op lines. 

New Installations 
Orders were placed a year ago 

for substation transformers and 
other station equipment and if de¬ 
livery is made as promised, the 
new substation near Mt. Sterling 
will be in operation in May, Searls 
estimated. It will have a capacity 
of 1000 KWA and will serve mem¬ 
bers in Brown and Schuyler coun¬ 
ties. 

Fewer interruptions of service 
occurred during 1946 than at any 
time since the system was en^j-giz- 
ed, the manager reported. An ex¬ 
tensive program of tree trimming 
to eliminate hazards to the lines 
accounted for the improvement in 
service, together with the fact 
that there were fewer severe 
storms to damage the lines. 

Last fall the co-op was able to 
purchase a 25-kilowatt mobile gen¬ 
erating unit from the War Assets 
Administration. Motor-driven and 
mounted on a trailer, this unit 
will be used to energize short sec¬ 
tions of line when it becomes nec¬ 
essary to revamp them for in¬ 
creased capacity, Searls explained. 

With the unit, the line crews 
can energize 25 to 50 miles of line 
when disconnecting the section of 
line from its regular source of en¬ 
ergy. The generator will also 
serve in times of emergency to. 
handle important loads at cold 
storage lockers and hatcheries. 

Big Job Ahead 
“So far, we have been fortunate 

in being able to keep enough sup¬ 
plies on hand to continue our con¬ 
struction program,” Searls advised. 
“Many times during the year our 
stocks have dwindled to a day’s 
supply or we’ve been out of some 
items entirely, but other co-ops 
have been kind enough to lend us 
materials and shipments some¬ 
times have reached us just in the 
nick of time. I am hopeful that 
we can continue to keep supplies 
far enough ahead during the com¬ 
ing year to enable us to provide 
service to twice the number in 
1947 we added to our lines in 1946.” 

President Sharrow called on Di¬ 
rector John Sargent, member of 
the state association board, who 
discussed the program of the 
statewide organization and report¬ 
ed progress in establishing a gen¬ 
eration and transmission power co¬ 
operative in Illinois to serve the 
27 REA co-ops. 

“REA has spread like ' measles 
in a kindergarten!” Sargent said 
in describing the growth of the 
rural electrification program in all 
sections of the country. He urged 
the Adams Electric members to 
take a continued active interest 
in supporting the program so that 
every farmer in America can some 
day have electric service. 

Other Speakers 
Everett R. Read, superintendent 

of the Illinois division of rural 
electrification, spoke briefly to 
compliment the Adams co-op on 
its “splendid spirit and enthusi¬ 
asm” and predicted that it would 
attain the goals outlined in the 
President’s and Manager’s reports. 

He also pointed out that each 
REA member has a personal 
stake in the program and asked 
them to consider for a minute 
what it would mean to them if 
their co-op suddenly went out of 
business. Whenever a member 
finds he is inclined to take his 
co-op service for granted, he 
should stop and consider how he 
would manage without i%. Read 
recommended. 

H. R. Schrock of the Mattoon 
Meter Laboratories discussed the 
service that meters perform and 
advised that conditions which 
waste electric energy on the mem¬ 
ber’s premises should not be blam¬ 
ed on the meter. He cited several 
examples of conditions which 
should be frequently checked to 
avoid trouble. 

Women’s Program 
Miss Joan Cameron, assistant 

editor of the Illinois REA News, 
talked on the importance of farm 
women in the REA program And 
suggested that they would be even 
more indignant and wrathy than 
the men should the service be 
taken away. 

She admonished the REA home¬ 
makers to insist that a fair share 
of the farm’s earnings be invested 

Praised For Doing An Excellent Job 

Expansion of the distribution system of Adams E lectric co-op has required that personnel be conunu- 
ously added to do the job of serving the members. Th is efficient staff was highly praised by directors and 
officers at the annual meeting. Each row, left to right: First row: Ethel Hardy, DeLoris Hunsaker, Har¬ 
riett Ritchey, Manager Dean Searls, Margaret Funk, Leora Longlette, Estalene Beckman. Second row: 
Omer Kesiner, James Carpenter, Donald Davis, Paul Koch. Harvey Schmidt. Third row: A. J. Heubner, 
Robert Wilson, Gerald Dempsey, Francis Smith. Back row: Marion Young. Fred Vollbracht, Donald 
Baker, Harold Harkness, Roger Baker. Everett Cook son, William Blacketter. Not shown in picture: Hen¬ 
ry Riutzer and A. L. Hedrick. 

All members of the board of directors of Adams Electric were re-eiected to another term at the annual 
meeting and at the board”s organizational meeting the same officers were named to continue in their 
posts. Seated, left to right: Lewis Barnes; John Sargent, vice president; Roy L. Sharrow, president; Hor¬ 
ner S. Myers, secretary-treasurer; George F. Vollbracht. Standing: Walter Frei, Elmer Veihl, Glen C. 
Waner, Manager Dean Searls, Max L. Weinberg, attorney. Not pictured: Ray McCashill. 

in labor-saving appliances and 
equipment for the home and enu¬ 
merated the vast difference in the 
.mount of time required to dt ! 

household chores with or without 
the help of electricity. 

A. D. Mueller, editor of the Illi¬ 
nois REA News, discussed the cur¬ 
rent Inclination by the 80th Con- | 
gress to slash loan fund authori¬ 
zations for the Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration and the tend¬ 
ency of congressmen to lump loan 
authorizations with tax-money ap¬ 
propriations in seeking to reduce 
the cost of government. 

He repeatedly stressed the differ¬ 
ence between appropriations and 
loan authorizations, pointing out 
that loan funds authorized by the 
Congress merely constituted cred¬ 
it extended to borrowers and that 
REA borrowers had and kept their 
credit good by making interest 
and principal payments on sched¬ 
ule. He urged that members write 
letters to their congressman seek¬ 
ing his support of the legislation 
to provide adequate loan funds to 
REA. . 

A talk on farm safety was given 
by Harvey McNaughton of the 
Adams County farm bureau. 

Election tellers reported that all 
directors were re-elected and at 
the board’s organizational meet¬ 
ing, all officers were renamed to 
their posts. They are: Roy L. 
Sharrow, president; John Sargent, 
vice president; Horner S. Myer, 
secretary-treasurer; Walter Frey, 
Glen C, Waner, Roy McCaskill, 
Lewis Barnes, G. F. Vollbracht 
and Elmer Veihl. 

Production Increases 
With Mastitis Controls 

Milk production increased 3.1 I 
pounds per cow per day in 25 Illi¬ 
nois dairy herds after the initiation 
of the mastitis control program 
dairy herds after the initiation for 
the mastitis control program in 
1944 in seven of the leading mil- 
producing areas. 

Statistics show an increase of 946 
pounds of milk per cow for one 
year, or an increased return of 
$37.84 per cow per year during the 
mastitis control period. An in¬ 
creased return of $681.12 for an 18- 

cow dairy herd is estimated. 

Using a tremendously enlarged facsimile of a dollar bill. Manager 
Dean Searls literally “tore up money” at the annual meeting of Adams 
Electric to demonstrate what part of every dollar of the co-op’s revenue 
is siperit for operational expense, wholesale power, loan amortization, 
taxes, and all other expense of furnishing electricity to its members. 
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Gorm Bek Members ToM Reasons 
To Fight For REA Co-op Program 

When electricity was first offer¬ 
ed to the public, private compa¬ 
nies sought to make such wildly 
exhorbitant profits the state and 
national governments found it nec¬ 
essary to create utility commissions 
to regulate the power industry. 
But even under the most favor¬ 
able regulations, the power com¬ 
panies refused to invest their enor¬ 
mous profits to make electricity 
available to the people in rural 
areas. 

Such was the profit-motive his¬ 
tory which prevented 90 percent of 
rural Americans from having elec¬ 
tricity for fifty years after it should 
have been taken to them, John E. 
TePoorten, coordinator of the Wis¬ 
consin schools for vocational edu¬ 
cation, told the 700 members of 
Corn Belt Electric cooperative at 
their ninth annual meeting in the 
Y. M. C. A. at Bloomington. 

“A few years before the turn of 
the century Government recogniz¬ 
ed that it was only right that the 
God-given benefits of electricity 
be made available to rural people 
as well as city and urban dwell¬ 
ers,” TePoorten recalled. 

“To encourage development of 
rural distribution systems, utility 
commissions were established to 
eliminate duplication of facilities 
and by eliminating competition, 
encourage the power companies to 
electrify rural areas at a fair pro¬ 
fit,” TePoorten continued^ “But 
the profit-hungry power compa¬ 
nies were not worthy of the trust 
placed in them by our Govern¬ 
ment!” he declared. 

Fifty Year Lag 
For fifty years, while the people 

in our cities and towns enjoyed 
the benefits of electricity, the 
farmers went without it, the speak¬ 
er said. Power for our commer¬ 
cial industries made it possible for 
them to make huge profits which, 
in turn, helped urban people to 
raise their standard of living many 
times over. Meanwhile, farm peo¬ 
ple were literally “left in the dark” 
and many of the hardships of 
farm life continued. 

“By 1936, when the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration was cre¬ 
ated only 10 percent of America’s 
farms had central station electric 
power. The private power compa¬ 
nies failed in their duty to our 
farm people, taking only the 
“cream of the profits” rather than 
fulfilling their obligation of taking 
service at reasonable rates to all 
who wanted it,” the speaker con¬ 
tinued. 

In 1936 when it created the 
REA, the Federal Government act¬ 
ed upon exactly the same philos¬ 
ophy of government which prompt¬ 
ed the creation of public utility 
commissions fifty years before, 
TePoorten asserted. The same 
democratic philosophy directed 
the Government to insist that mil¬ 
lions of American farmers should 
not be denied the benefits of one 
of the greatest discoveries of all 
mankind. 

REA Must Continue 
Rural electrification is a serv¬ 

ice to millions of American farm¬ 
ers. Millions more are waiting for 
the REA co-ops to build new lines 
to them. It is the personal respon¬ 
sibility of every REA member to 
take an active interest and an ac¬ 
tive, aggressive part in carrying 
forward the REA program until 
every farmstead in the country 
has electric service, TePoorten ad¬ 
monished. 

“The REA program is financi¬ 
ally sound. It is not a handout, 
and it is carrying to the rural peo¬ 
ple their God-given rights to a 

ehanee for a better way of life, a 
higher standard of living,” the 
Wisconsin educator declared. 

It is a “we” proposition, he said, 
not an “I” job. He advocated 
that his listeners work in close 
harmony and with determination 
to support their co-op’s program 
and the work of their directors 
and manager. 

‘There are over 5000 farmsteads 
in your Corn Belt Electric cooper¬ 
ative. That means there must be 
at least 10,000 of you deriving the 
benefits of electricity through hav¬ 
ing banded together. There is 
strength in your numbers. There 
are those who vigorously oppose 
what you are doing, but if you will 
work together, pull together, you 
will carry your cooperative 
through to success because you 
are doing what is fundamentally 
right,” TePoorten emphasized. 

Area Coverage Goal 
In his annual report, President 

Walter Risser reviewed briefly the 
nine years during which Corn Belt 
Electric system had grown from 
a few miles of line to become the 
largest REA cooperative in num¬ 
ber of miles in Illinois. 

“In our tenth year, 1947, we 
hope to complete the job of taking 
electricity to every farmstead in 
our territory,” Risser said. “We 
are in sight of the goal we set out 
to reach, the goal of complete area 
coverage, and if necessary mater¬ 
ials are available, we should ac¬ 
complish this before time for our 
annual meeting next year.” 

Risser praised the work of the 
Booster Committee which held 
meetings during the year and 
brought helpful suggestions and 
recommendations to the directors 
and manager for improving the 
co-op’s service. 

Manager’s Report 
Commenting on the report of 

Mrs. Ruth Otto, secretary and 
treasurer of the co-op, Manager 
T. H. Hafer explained that despite 
extra expenses of operating the 
distribution system during this in¬ 
flationary period, revenues have 

DIRECTORS OF STATE’S LAMEST CO-OP 

jt.v-ded to coiitiiiue as directors of Com Belt Eie ciric cooperative, Bloomington, seated, left >o .-ght, 
H. O. Groves of Maroa; President Walter Risser, Danvers; Mrs. Ethel Moon, Towanda; Secretary-Treasur¬ 
er Ruth Otto, Rt. 4, Bloomington; W. B. Ellis, Bloomington. Standing: Attorney Wm. R. Bach, Frank 
Allen, Delavan; Harry Miller, Saybrook; Homer deckel, Delavan; Frank Simpson, Farmer City, and Man¬ 
ager T. H. Hafer. Not in the picture: .Newly elected Director Edward S. Kearney of Gridiey. 

A MAN SAVER 
A TIME SAVER 

HAY, 
SILAGE, CORN 

No longer need haying be a 
back-breaking job. One man 

with a two-plow tractor or jeep handles this marvelous 
new Gehl Forage Harvester. It picks up and chops 
Dry Hay...or Grass Silage, from windrow and blows 
it into wagon box. Picks up and cuts combined straw 
which saves storage and makes better bedding. With 
Special attachment, cuts and chops Standing Corn 
into wagon box. Separate blower elevates forage into 
sih> or mow. Has that famous Gehl cutting mechanism, 
noted for fast, fine, clean cutting. Thoroughly field 
proven. Write for literature and name of nearest dealer. 

Manufacturers of better farm equipment since 1867. 
©•hi Bros. Mfg. Co.. D*pt MD-451, West Band, Wit. 

A GEHL WINS FRIENDS WHEREVER IT GOES 

MGR. T. H. HAFER 

been sufficient to more than offset 
such increased overhead. 

To provide for an increased de¬ 
mand for electric power, larger 
substation transformers were or¬ 
dered more than a yearago. They 
were finally delivered and have 
been installed at the LeRoy and 
Kappa substations. Assurances 
were received from the Illinois 
Power Company that it could ful¬ 
fill the cooperative’s increased 
needs for wholesale energy, Hafer 
reported. 

The original cost of distribution 
lines after the first years’ construc¬ 
tion amounted to $475 per mem¬ 
ber served, Hafer quoted. During 
1946 the co-op &dded 457 new mem¬ 
bers to the lines at an average 
cost of $330.80 to make the aver¬ 
age cost per member to date $376.- 
02. Approximately 300 applica¬ 
tions for service are on file with 
the co-op, all of which, and more, 
will be connected during the com¬ 
ing year, the manager predicted. 
* Large F rsonnel 
To take care of the co-op’s 2000 

miles of lines, Corn Belt Electric 
employs 37 persons, 11 of them 
veterans of World War II, Hafer 
reported. Some of the personnel 
is engaged in building lines to con¬ 
nect new members. 

Hafer appealed to the members 
to report any conditions along the 
co-op’s lines which might lead to 
trouble. 

“In checking service interrup¬ 
tions we find that more than 25 
percent have been due to trees or 
tree limbs and more than one- 
third due to lightning,” Hafer 

enumerated. “Our new oil circuit 
reclosures are helping somewhat 
to hold down lightning outages 
and members are more and more 
giving us permission to take out 
trees which are hazarodus to the 
lines.” 

A new power saw will be pur¬ 
chased to speed the job of clear¬ 
ing the lines of such hazards, Hafer 
said, and the board of directors 
has approved the .purchase of a 
two-way radio communications 
system to be installed in the 
trucks and at the office. This mo¬ 
bile radio-telephone system will 
greatly increase the efficiency of 
operations, particularly during 
emergencies, and by making possi¬ 
ble constant communication be¬ 
tween headquarters and the line 
crews, Hafer explained. 

Hafer reiterated the objectives 
set forth by President Risser that 
the co-op hoped to attain its goal 
of area coverage during the com¬ 
ing year. He predicted the goal 
could be reached if materials on 
order were received on schedule. 
He expressed his gratitude for the 
excellent cooperation given him by 
all . the co-op employees and mem¬ 
bers during the past year. 

New Director 
All members of the board of 

directors were re-elected with the 
exception of Michael Cleary of 
Gridiey who was not a candidate 
for re-election. His place was 
filled by Edward S. Kearney, also 
of Gridiey, a member of the co¬ 
operative since 1939 and an active 
member of the Booster Committee 
since it was organized a year ago. 

Among out-of-town guests at the 
meeting were Manager V. C. Kal- 
lal of Southwestern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric co-op, Everett R. Brown of 
REA’s applications and loan divi¬ 
sion, Joan Cameron, assistant edi¬ 
tor, and A. D. Mueller, editor, the 
Illinois REA News. 

Most Feed Rations Lack 
Adequate Salt Content 

Almost all farm rations lack suf¬ 
ficient salt, reveals H. H. Mitchell, 
professor of animal nutrition at the 
University of Illinois College of Ag¬ 
riculture. 

“Free offering of salt is a good 
practice in all cases,” claims Mitchell, 
“It may be included m the ration to 
the extent erf 0.5 to 1.0 per cent. 
Only feeds of animal origin, such 
as tankage, meat scraps, fish meal and 
skim milk contain sufficient amounts 
of salt.” 

Except in the northern counties of 
Illinois, Mitchell does not advise the 
routine use of iodized salt in live¬ 
stock feeding. Iodized salt may well 
be fed to pregnant animals in the 
counties bordering Lake Michigan to 
insure strong offspring. 

Rhubarb was first cultivated for 
its stalks as food in England about 

1820. 

Broccoli is said to have been 
brought to England from Italy in 
the 16th century. 

The average American hog ren¬ 
ders 30 pounds of lard. 

COPPER SHORTAGES MAY 
BE LATEST HEADACHE 
OF REA CONSTRUCTION 

By William S. Roberts 
Washington Correspondent For 

The Illinois REA News 
A shortage of American-produced 

copper may slow down electrification 
of the 50% of our nation’s farms still 
without electric service. United 
States copper mines have a produc¬ 
tion capacity of about 80,000 tons 
each month—with domestic consump¬ 
tion running at about 125,000 tons. 
The difference has been made up by 
purchases from abroad by the Metals 
Reserve Corp„ a government agency, 
which absorbed the 4 cents per pound 
import duty on foreign copper. Both 
the world price and the price of do¬ 
mestic copper now stands at approxi¬ 
mately 20c per pound. But after Feb¬ 
ruary, the Metals Reserve Corp. will 
cease buying foreign copper and pas¬ 
sing it on duty-free to industry. 

One bill has already been intro¬ 
duced in the House of Representatives 
seeking the removal of the 4-cent im¬ 
port duty in order that the nation’s 
industrial machine will not be held 
down to the capacity of our domestic 
copper mines. 

While the equal price of foreign 
copper would not be likely to inter¬ 
fere with the production of domestic 
ore, two possible sources of opposi¬ 
tion to any move toward removing 
the import duties loom large. One 
opponent is the copper-producing 
.states which seemingly wanting no 
imports for fear the foreign price will 
become lower. The other opposition 
comes from some farm-state Congress¬ 
men who don't want any import duties 
reduced and fear that protective duties 
on farm products might follow suit. 

Unexpectedly, the CIO, which rep¬ 
resents almost all the mine and smelter 
workers, expects the domestic rather 
than the foreign price of copper to 
drop. Therefore, labor isn’t out to 
kill any such attempts to reduce cop¬ 
per duties as are now being made. 

No one has offered a logical pro¬ 
gram for making up the deficiency in 
domestic copper supplies when Metals 
Reserve Corp. goes out of business 
March 1. Meanwhile, one of the larg¬ 
est producers of copper wire indicates 
he will go out of business within two 
months if import copper is not made 
available at a price comparable to 
domestic costs. 

Without copper, there can’t be suf¬ 
ficient conductor to build the many 
thousands of miles of rural electric 
lines planned this year. Aluminum 
wire, the other material available for 
conductor, is far short of enough to 

meet the demand. Actually, there is 
plenty of aluminum as such—but the 
steel core necessary for transmitting 
power is very scarce, and as a result 
aluminum wire production is far be¬ 
hind orders now on hand. 

REA Loans 
All the furor caused by a state¬ 

ment of Rep. John Taber (N.Y.) that 
REA loan authorizations have been 
“three to four times” too high has 
temporarily subsided only because 
the Agriculture budget has not yet 
been considered by Taber’s Appropri¬ 
ations Committee. 

Unless Taber can be convinced by 
his farm-state colleagues that loan 
appropriations must equal last year’s 
authorizations, REA may only get 
enough funds to finance the building 
of some 25,000 miles of line connect¬ 
ing the less than 100,000 farms next 
year. This is true, in spite of the fact 
that nearly 3-million farms are still 
without electricity. 

When hearings on the Agriculture 
appropriations bill come up, probably 
in March, President Truman’s budget 
request for an authorization to loan 
rural electric systems $250,000,000 
next year will be considered. Whether 
the pleas of these 3-million farmers 
who want electricity will be able to 
drown out the chopping of the heavy 
economy axe will not be known until 
then. 

Yet the $250,000,000 authorization 
asked for REA in the budget is for 
loans . . . loans which would be re¬ 
paid with interest and which cost the 
government nothing in the end. 

ELD 

ARC 
WILDER 

• 
110-440 Volf A.C. 

32 Volt D.C. 

Mokes Repair Work Easy! 
WELD any metal in any gauge or weigh! 
—from sheet to motor blocks. BUILD 
your own stanchions, steel gates, powei 
rakes, hay loaders, conveyors. BRAZE 
water tanks, pipes, sheet metal. SOLDER 
radiators, wiring, leaky fuel cans, milk 
**n*- HARD SURFACE plowshares, cul¬ 
tivator bits, shovels. 

Only Forney Has All These Features 
Weather-proof case. Fire-proof construc¬ 
tion. Proper voltage rating for each heat 
stage—reduces splatter, gives more effi¬ 
cient operation. Face of welder shows 
correct size of rod to use with each 
heat stage. All electrical connections 
brazed or welded. It’s built to last! 
Fully equipped—-ready to use. 

FORNEY MFG. CO. 
FORT COLLINS 98, COLO. 

"'Pioneer In Farm Welding' 

LARAMORE and DOUGLAS. Inc. 
ENGINEERS 

Power Plants, Distribution and Transmission Lines 
SYSTEM STUDY SURVEYS 

327 South LaSalle Street, Chicago 4. Illinois 
REA FIELD OFFICE—154 North Market Street, Paxton. Illinois 
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Frozen Cooked Foods Promise Aid To {JAKE 
Housewife in Preparing Slick Meals TASTY COMBINATIONS 

Electric Dust Cloth Now in Production: 
Relieves Housewife’s Cleaning Chores 

Frozen baked beans are the answer for a quick, yet tasty ami 
nutritious lunch. To heat on top of the stove requires only two table¬ 
spoons of water with the beans in a saucepan, cover, and heat slowly 25 
minutes if frozen, 10 minutes if thawed. Stir gently several times. For 
oven heating, put the beans in a baking dish, add w-ater and bake in a 
moderate oven one hour if frozen, 30 minutes if thawed. Stir gently 
three times during baking. And there you have it. 

Who hasn’t eaten fresh frozen J ideal place to harden and store ice ( greased loaf pan, size about 8% by 

fruits, vegetables and meats and i cream. Freeze your favorite mix. 21- inches. Bake in a mod- 
^ ■ L,t. . ierate oven (350° F) about 50 min- 

immecSiately resolved to own a i When the ice cream freezer turns 

Peanut butter and dried peaches 
are two plentiful foods which team 

I up well in attractive and substan- 
| tial uses. On the nutrition score. 
| peanut butter offers high quality 
I protein, B vitamins, and energy 
j value. Dried peaches add iron and 
vitamin A along with other miner- 

^ als and vitamins. 

I Try some of these methods of 
i combining these two products. 
; Peanut Butter-Fruit Sandwich 

To make filling for four or five 
sandwiches, combine % cup pea- 

| nut butter with 6 tablespoons of 
j unsweetened, stewed dried peaches, 
and 1 tablespoon of cooked dress¬ 
ing. 

Peanut-Peach Bread 
2 cups flour 
4 tsp. single-acting OR 2 tsp. double- 

acting baking powder 
1 tsp. salt 

% tsp. soda 
1-3 cup sugar 

% cup peanut butter 
1 egg 

1 !4 cups milk 
2.-3 cups chopped dried peaches 
Sift flour, baking powder, salt, 

soda, and sugar together, then cut 
in peanut butter. Beat egg and 
milk together. Soak the peaches 
in this liquid, then stir into the 
first mixture. Pour into a lightly 

hard, pour the partially deep freezer and thereby have such 
delicacies the year round. The 
practicability of freezing vegeta¬ 
bles, fruits, meats, fish and dairy 
products has been proven and re¬ 
search and experimentation have 
advanced to the point where the 
preparation, freezing, and cooking j ing cartons in freezer. Vanilla i 

of such foods are simple, almost ■ and chocolate ice creams retain 

| utes or until well browned, 
frozen j Hearty Salad 

 . OJ ic 50 per cent of airborne dust particles, the house¬ 
hold Precipitron promises to relieve the American housewife’s age-old 
dusting and cleaning chores considerably. The unit, no larger than an 
ordinary refrigerator, can be installed in conjunction with a warm air 
furnace as shown above, or it can be used with an air conditioning or 
air circulating system. 

Serve| 
dried I 

fool-proof tasks. 

Among more recent develop¬ 
ments in the frozen food field is 
freezing of cooked foods. Tests 
show that when properly prepar- 

eream into liquid-tight cartons. If, Blend cottage cheese or 
you make ice cream in your elec- cheese with peanut butter, 
trie refrigerator, remove trays I with well-drained stewed 
when ice cream is partially froz- j peaches on a bed of greens or chop 
en and pour into liquid-tight car- J pe(j raw cabbage. Add dressing, 
tons. Complete freezing by plac- ! jf desired 

Fruit-nut Candy 
I Grind dried peaches: add peanut 

(in sugar. 

their flavor very well and may be | butter, 
kept in the freezer for two or 
three weeks. 

Chicken a la king: Whether it’s 
a leftover or just an extra amount, 

Form into balls and roll 

ed, frozen and defrosted, cooked chicken a la king should be pack 
food comes to the table tasting 
like the fresh product. Being able 
to freeze main dishes and desserts 
ahead of time will speed up the 
homemakers job of preparing 
meals and may also prove a life- 
saver when unexpected company 
drops in for a meal. 

Included among the countless 
foods tested with excellent results 
are baked products such as butter 
and sponge cakes, yeas.t rolls and 
bread. Main cooked dishes * such 
as Spanish rice, beef stew, chick¬ 
en a la king and baked beans also 
have been proven satisfactory. 

How They’re Frozen 
For women having deep freez¬ 

ers in their homes, here are direc¬ 
tions for freezing some of the 
more common prepared foods. 

Brownies: Cut brownies in 
squares. Use a rectangular car¬ 
ton lined with moisture-vapor- 
proof paper. Fill the carton with 
approximately ten brownies (the 
exact number depending on the 
size of the box and the size of the 
squares. Insert moisture-vapor- 
proof paper between layers to pre¬ 
vent solid freezing. Close the car¬ 
ton, overwrap with special paper, 
seal with a warm iron, label, and 
place in freezer. 

Meat Loaf: Cut meat loaf in 
slices and place them in the bot¬ 
tom of a carton lined with moist- 
ure-vaporproof paper. Place two 
sheets of special paper between 
each layer. Overwrap the carton, 
heat-seal with warm iron and 
freeze. 

Orange juice: Select fully ripe 
oranges. Cool in refrigerator. 
Then cut in halves and ream out 
juice. Strain through stainless 
steel, aluminum or plastie strain¬ 
er or cheesecloth. Put ia liquid- 
tight cartons. Freeze Immedi¬ 
ately. 

Ice cream: A home ireujer is an 

aged in airtight moisture-vapor- 
proof containers. Heat-seal with 
a warm iron. No additional outer 
wrapping is necessary if the car¬ 
ton is heavily waxed or if contain- 

Include Wallpaper 
In Spring Cleaning 

Spring housecleaning is just 
^              around the corner. One of the big 

ers with press-on lids or “friction- | jobs facing many homemakers is 
top” inserts are used. (wallpaper cleaning. 

Beef Stew: Beef, cut up ini Wallpaper will give one or two 
squares, together with carrots, po-|extra years of ser™e if carefully 
tatoes and everything else thatjdone- Ordinary soil can be remov- 
goes into a delicious stew can be ed by usmg a reSular wallpaper; 
cooked and then frozen. Simply cleaner. The commercial type may j 

be used, or an efficient cleaner may j fill liquid-tight heavily waxed car¬ 
tons with the stew. 

Proper Defrosting 

Defrosting is an important item 
in the success of frozen prepared 
foods. Cakes thawed in the orig- culture, 
inal wrapping at moderate oven 
temperature are comparable to 
freshly baked cakes. Cooked main 
course dishes are best defrosted 
in the top of a double boiler, being 
allowed to thaw with a minimum 
of stirring. 

Frozen cooked foods, like froz¬ 
en fresh ones, are no better than 
the original product — that is, 
freezing dose not improve them. 
For this reason, it is important to 
use a good recipe and freeze only 
a top-quality prdouct. 

be made inexpensively at home. 
This wall paper cleaner is rec¬ 

ommended by Miss Dorothy Iwig, 
home furnishings specialist, Uni¬ 
versity of Illinois College of Agri- 

Sauerkraut Soup 

2 cups sauerkraut 
4 cups water ^ 

% tsp. caraway seeds 
4 tbsps. cornstarch 

% tsp. chili powder 
1 bouillon cube 

Tie caraway seeds loosely m 
piece of cheescloth, boil with sau¬ 
erkraut and water about 5 min¬ 
utes; remove caraway seeds. Drain 
sauerkraut from juice and reserve 
for another purpose. Thicken 
juice with cornstarch 

114 cups water 
% cup salt 
% oz. (2 tablespoons) aluminum sul¬ 

fate or alum • 
1 tablespoon kerosene or 1 tablespoon 

carbon tetrachlorid 
21/^ to 3 cups flour 
Use a good grade of bread flour. 

Place water and salt in a kettle. 
Stir and heat to 180° F., or until 
bubbles appear on bottom of pan. 
Remove from stove and add kero¬ 
sene and aluminum T sulfate or 
ahim. Add flour, stirring quickly 
to prevent lumps. Continue stir¬ 
ring until a smooth thick paste 
forms. Knead the dough until it 
is smooth and not sticky. It may 
be necessary to use a little less 
flour, since flours differ in starch 
content. Apply a small ball of 
dough to the soiled wallpaper with 
even strokes, working downward. 
Discard the dough when it be¬ 
comes soiled. 

Corn Chowder and Cheese 

Corn chowder, heated, poured in¬ 

to bowls, topped with crumbled Ro¬ 

quefort cheese and dash of paprikas 

moistened ^ Tasty dish! 
with about 3 tbsps. additional 
cold water. Add chili powder and | Soak fruit stains in cold water; 
bouillon cube, stir, and cook until > pour boiling water through stain 
thickened and clear. I from kettle held three feet above. 

One of the scientific wonders of 
the post-war home, the Precip¬ 
itron, is being produced at the 
rate of several hundred per month. 
The Precipitron is an electrostatic 
air cleaner designed as an anti¬ 
dote for the housewife’s daily dust¬ 
ing drudgery, since it removes 85 
to 90 percent of all dust in the 
home. 

The Precipitron was introduced 
and tested in 100 homes before the 
war. It “laundered” air in plants 
which made bombsights, tanks, 
binoculars, guns and other appa¬ 
ratus that required precision man¬ 
ufacture during the war. Now the 
manufacturers are devoting in¬ 
creasing attention to the home 
market. 

Housewives whose homes are 
equipped with this automatic dust¬ 
er, report that they had to dust 
no more than once a week and 
that clothes, furniture, draperies 
and curtains stay clean for much 
longer periods of time than they 
did previous to the installation. 
The Precipitron is effective 
against tobacco smoke, whose par¬ 
ticles are as samll as 1/250,000 of 
an inch in diameter. 

Installation 
The Precipitron is manufactur¬ 

ed in a compact cabinet about the 
size of a refrigerator, or may be 
built into a furnace unit. The cab¬ 
inet model is 52 Inches high, 27 
inches wide, and 34 inches deep. 
It will sell for approximately $420 
plus installation cost. 

When used in conjunction with 
a warm air heating system, the 
Precipitron is installed at the inlet 
side and cleans air before it is 
heated by the furnace and circu¬ 
lated through the house by the 
blower system. 

Installation of the cabinet mod¬ 
el requires a water supply and 
drainage outlet, an electrical con¬ 
nection to the standard 114 volt 
alternating current, and air duct 
work to fit the unit into the 
home’s heating er ventilating sys¬ 
tem. 

Gperatiou 
Operation of the air cleaner ie 

based on the simple electrical prin¬ 
ciple that objects with like charges 
repel each other and objects with 
unlike charges attract. Air to be 
cleaned first passes through a 
“dust charger” section, where an 
electrostatic field is created by a 
“gate” of seven highly-charged 

hair-thin tungsten wires, and eight 
grounded aluminum tubes, alter¬ 
nately spaced. Here the dirt par¬ 
ticles pick up an electric charge in 
a process called ionization. 

The air then enters the “dust 
collecting” cell which consists of 
69 aluminum plates, alternately 
charged negative and positive, and 
set edgewise to the air stream. It 
is hgre that the charged dust par¬ 
ticles are attracted to oppositely- 
charged plates, leaving only clean 
air. 

High voltage direct current for 
the unit is produced from stand¬ 
ard house current by the “ener¬ 
gizer” which consists of electron¬ 
ic tubes, transformer and capac¬ 
itor. 

Cleaning the dust—collecting 
plates is done simply by turning 
a handle which releases five sprays 
of water that automatically wash 
away the dirt. This operation 
takes about three minutes and is 
required about as often as a house¬ 
wife defrosts her refrigerator. 

The cabinet itself is made of 
rust-resistant steel, with a shiny 
gray finish. 

Switch Clickers 
From various reports receiv¬ 

ed, it is our opinion that the 
Switch Clicker column is the 
most widely read feature of the 
Homemakers’ section. Pass 
along your favorite homemak¬ 
ing trick by sending it with 
your pattern request or write 
to Joan Cameron, Illinois REA 
News, Petersburg, 111. 

To Gather Edgings 
To gather those lacy and em¬ 

broidered edgings you buy by the 
yard just pull one of the threads 
in it. I find it much quicker than 
gathering with needle and thread. 

Another thing I like is Brillo 
soap pads, not with the bar of 
soap, but the soap in teh pads. I 
find they clean and shine my alum¬ 
inum pans better than anything I 
ever need. To make them last 
longer, I tear a piece off the full 
pad when I only have a little to 
clean. The fresher the soap in it, 
the better it cleans.—Mrs. K. W. 
Cunningham, R. R. 1, Collinsville^ 
111. 
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)ME SEWING ANSWERS 
ARDROBE PROBLEMS 

f Spring is here again and that 
mjeans new wardrobe additions. 

ny women enjoy and take pride 
in | making their own clothes. They 
uspally come out ahead in qual¬ 
ity of workmanship and cost, too. 

uits never seem to lose their 
po| mlarity. If you have been un- 
abj e to find a ready-made to suit 
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PATTERN LIST 

you,i why not tailor your own? 
you’ve never made a suit be- 
you will have less difficulty 
a plain material. Stripes or 

plaidis require m'atching and con¬ 
sequently, extra time and skill. Se¬ 
lect : a regular suiting material 
and | be sure that it is preshrunk. 
If ilt hasn’t already been shrunk, 
you ] can do it yourself with a 
steajn iron or an ordinary iron 
and J damp cloth. Remember, too, 
to press as you sew, flattening 
each! seam as it is made, shrinking 
out dullness in sleeve top and shap¬ 
ing the coat at the bustline. 

Th e lining should be of medium- 
weig ht flat crepe and should match 
the imit as nearly as possible. Oth¬ 
er iitems needed for a custom- 
mad j look are preshrunk interfac¬ 
ing or wigan or firm muslin, tai¬ 
lor’s canvas for collar interfacing 
and sleeve pads, tailor’s tape and 
cott on wadding for sleeve pads. 
Butt ;ons which will survive dry- 
clea oing and matching mercerized 
or s ilk thread should be purchased 
alon g with the suit fabric so that 
they will be on hand when needed. 

Wi lether amateur or experience 
sewe r, you will find helpful sug¬ 
gest] ons and tips in our many 
leafl sts on sewing. All leaflets are 
free. See Pattern List for those 
avail able. Then lead the spring 
fash on parade with your own 
homfe-made suit or dress. 

H the envelopes containing let¬ 
ters and pattern requests we re¬ 
ceived last month were put end to 
end they would stretch two and 
one-half acres. With the steady 
increase each month, we hope in a 
year from now to cover the entire 
back forty. Send your requests 
with a- STAMPED., SELF-AD¬ 
DRESSED envelope for every four 
patterns to Joan Cameron, Illinois 
REA News, Petersburg, 111. All 
patterns are free. Please mention 
your local REA cooperative. 

Ideas for Fun 
Crepe Paper Flowers 
Spring Bridal Showers 
Knick Knacks from Wax 
Novelty Lamp Shades 
Mother and Daughter Banquet 
Brightening Garden Furniture 
Sewing Helps 
The Fine Points of Tailoring 
Planning Your Wardrobe 
Styles of 1947 . 
Color and You 
Fabrics for Fashionable Sewing 
How to Buy Rayon 
Judging Fit and Workmanship 
Trimming Tricks 
Sewing Finishes 
Sewing Success Secrets 
Accessories Set the Style 
Good Grooming and Wardrobe 

Plan 
Suit Accessories 
Trimmings for Children’s Clothes 
How to Wash Ttayon 
Items to Sew 
Peplum Evening Skirt 
Felt Shoulder Bag 
Tubular Jersey Dress 
Accessory Trio 
Braided Rag Rug 
Embroidered Pillow 
Aprons 
Over-Night Bag 
Potholders from Scraps 
Romantic Notions for the Bride 
Items to Crochet 
Ballet Slippers 
Black and White Handbags 
Buffet Runners 
Colorful Potholders 
Baby Sweater 
Handkerchiefs 
Lacy Chair Set 
Circular Rug 
Hat and Shoulder Bag 
Girl’s Moccasins 
Lacy Curtains 
Pineapple centerpiece 
Sequin-Dotten Blouse 
Hot Plate Mats, Doily 

TRADITIONS M EASIER 
MORNING BREAKFAST 

Scissors, Shears 
Made for Use, 
Not Abuse 

Use Determines Type of 
Va cuum Cleaner To Buy 

• Or ,e of the questions homemak¬ 
ers are asking now that home ap¬ 
pliances are reappearing on the 
market is, “Shall I buy an upright 
vacu um cleaner or a tank type?” 

EJ ch type has its advantages. 
The upright model is usually best 
whei-e there is a heavy pile carpet 
and a great deal of traffic over it. 
The tank model is especially suit¬ 
able where there are lightweight 
rugs or carpets and where there 
is less carpeting and traffic. 

A tank-type vacuum cleaner re¬ 
moves lint and dirt by straight air 
or suctoin. Some models have a 
brusjh attached to the floor nozzle, 
but it is stationary. The ease with 
which curtains, bookshelves, and 
otheir above-the-floor areas can be 
cleaned is a definite asset, however. 

heavy tank part of the vac¬ 
uum remains on the floor and 
only the small equipment pieces 
need be carried about. 

The upright or agitator cleaner 
has 
tkm 

soil 

a motor-driven brush in addi- 
to air suction. It will remove 

e*nb added dirt as well as surface 
and Ktter. 

Sweet Potato Treat 
Blrke sweet potatoes, cut length¬ 

wise ■, scoop out pulp, mash, season 
wit! t salt, butter. FMl shells, top 
wit! i meringue, and brown. 

Much used and much abused— 
that is the story of scissors and 
shears in too many households. 

Scissors and shears are shaped 
differently and are designed for 
different uses. Scissors are three 
to six inches long, have sharp 

points, and both handles are alike. 
They are made for snipping and 
trimming. Shears, which are de¬ 
signed for cutting fabric, are six 
to thirteen inches long, one blade 

is heavier thai the other, and the 
handles are differently shaped. 

Careful Use 
Good scissors and shears are eas¬ 

ily damaged. The fine cutting 
edge is dulled by use on paper or 
cardboard, flowers, wet cloth or 
heavy string. Inexpensive utility 

shears should be kept on hand for 
such uses. Scissors should not be 
used on heavy fabric because this 
is likely not only to dull but to 
spring them. Once sprung, they 
are permanently damaged. 

Dropping also may spring or 
break the blades. Points of scissors 
or shears never should be used to 
pry things open as that will break 
or bend the points. 

Protect scissors and shears from 
rough knocks by hanging them up 
or keeping them in a box. In damp 
weather they may need to be pro¬ 

tected against rust by wrapping 
in waxed paper. 

Oiling Important 
Oiling is necessary every six 

months or so. Put a drop of sew¬ 
ing machine oil on both sides of the 
screw that holds the blades to¬ 
gether and work the blades back 

and forth. Then wipe off excess 

Hot cross buns and eggs for 
Easter morning breakfast have 
been traditional since about the 
“year one”. There is no account¬ 
ing for the first hot cross buns, 
though the gone-but-not-quite- for¬ 
gotten “biddenden cakes,” an en¬ 
dowment for the distribution of 
cakes among the poor every East¬ 
er Sunday afternoon, may have 
been the foundation for the tradi¬ 
tion. 

There are numerous legends to 
explain the custom of “Easter 
egg”, but in spite of many varia¬ 
tions they all seem to have origin¬ 
ated from an idea that’s rather 
prettily expressed in the story of 
a long-ago Duchess. Wishing to 
arrange some Easter pleasure for 
the children of a village where 
she had taken refuge, and lacking 
all else, she bestowed eggs “as the 
first gift of the reviving spring.” 

To keep these old traditions in¬ 
tact this Easter and still be right 
up to date, here is a menu and re¬ 
cipes for an Easter morning break¬ 
fast which send the day off to a 
perfect start. 

Easter Breakfast 
Orange Juice 

Baked Eggs in Ramekins 
Hot Cross Buns and Easter Nest 

Rolls 

Carrot Marmalade 
' Butter 

Coffee 
Baked Eggs in. Ramekins 

Grease each ramekin with one 
teaspoon butter; break one egg 
carefully into each ramekin; bake 
in preheated 300° oven until white 
is well done—about 15 minutes. 

Hot Cross Buns 
1 cup scalded milk 

1,4 cup shortening 
1-3 cup granulated sugar 

1,4 tsp. salt 
1 tsp. granulated sugar 
1 cake compressed yeast 
2 tbsp. lukewarm water 
1 egg, beaten 

% cup seedless raisins 
1 tsp. cinnamon 

tsp. allspice 
314 to 4 cups sifted all-purpose enriched 

flour 
1 egg white 

Combine milk, shortening, 1-3 cup sugar 
and salt, and cool to lukewarm (85 de¬ 
gree). Mix the 1 teaspoon sugar with 
yeast cake that has been softened in luke¬ 
warm water, and add. Add egg, raisins, 
cinnamon, allspice and as much sifted en¬ 
riched all-purpose flour as can be stirred 
into the dough. Place in a greased bowl, 
cover and let rise in a warm place (75 to 
85 degrees) until double in bulk. Knead, 
shape into 2-inch balls, and arrange in 
greased pan, 9” x 9”’ x l1^”. Brush each 
bun with egg white; cover and let rinse 
until double in bulk. Snip a deep cross 
in the top of each with scissors. Bake in 
a hot 425 oven for 25 minutes, cool, and 
fill the cross on top of each with pow¬ 
dered sugar icing. Makes 2 dozen buns. 

Eastern Nest Rolls 
1-3 recipte for Hot Cross Buns 
Plain Confectioner's Icing 
10 cents* worth jelly beans 
Roll dough to Vi-inch thickness. Cut with 

a 21/4 inch doughnut cutter. Put on greas¬ 
ed baking sheet and allow to rise until 
light. Bake 15 minutes in preheated 400 

i degree oven. When slightly cooled, frost 
I with Confectioner's Icing and arrange 3 
' or 4 jelly beans in the center of each 

bun. Makes about 1 dozen. 
Carrot Marmalade 

2 cups shredded raw carrot, packed 
2 lemons, juice and peel 
2 cups sugar 
2 cups water 
Combine shredded carrots, lemon peel 

and water and cook slowly in a covered 
pan for 15 minutes. Add the sugar and 
cook until thick. Fill hot sterilized glass¬ 
es and seal. Makes 3 glasses. 

Monday Is No Longer “Blue” Wheti 
The Washing Is Done Electrically 

" * Y-’; ;■ 
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An electric washing machine saves work, time, and clothes. 

All Eggs In One Basket 
There is one instance when it 

pays to put all your eggs in one 
basket. That is when using elec¬ 
tricity. 

Electric rates are such that the 
more you use, the lower the price 
per kilowatt hour. Naturally vou 
will use electricity for lights, the 
radio, and small appliances—but 
the low rate begins when you use 
electricity all the way—for refrig¬ 
eration, cooking and water heat¬ 
ing. 

Using electricity exclusively is 
not expensive. Electric cooking 
costs are low. Electric refrigera¬ 
tion is far cheaper than any other 
method. 

The all-electric way enables you 
to use modern, efficient appli¬ 
ances throughout the house and 
farm at low, quantity rates. Elec¬ 
tricity does the jobs better—and 
does them more economically. . 

oil. Keep scissors dust-free by 
wiping before and after using. If 

rust or dark spots appear, rub off 

roughness with fine sandpaper or 
steel wool and rub on a little oil. 

Sharpening may be done at home 
by skillful use of a.file, but gen¬ 

erally it pays to take good scissors 
and shears to an expert. Concerns 
specializing in barbers’ scissors 
usually do good work. 

On the farm, as in the city, 
Monday by custom long has been 
established as “wash day.” And in 
country and town alike, it is in¬ 
deed a “blue” day for the house¬ 
wife who must do her laundry 
with antiquated tub, washboard 
and iron. 

For many years the majority of 
city women have had two “outs” 
from wash day drudgery—all elec¬ 
tric equipment if they do their 
washing at home, or a commercial 
laundry to which they can send it. 

But the farm wife, until compar¬ 
atively recent times, has been 
forced by her location to do the 
weekly wash in the same slow and 
laborious manner as did her moth¬ 
er and grandmother. Countless 
trips for water to the cistern, well, 
or spring; heating innumerable 
gallons of water on an old-fashion¬ 
ed stove; washing clothes on a 
scrub board in old fashioned tub 

FROM OUR MAILBOX ... 
“The REA News is a very use¬ 

ful little paper. I always am anxi¬ 
ous to see the News arrive as 

there are always many helpful 
items for the home.”—Mrs. Con- 
ard Pittman, Galatia, 111. 

“I never miss your page and en¬ 
joy it very much. I’m on the Girl 

Scout committee and always on the 
lookout for materials the girls 

could use.”—Mrs. Pearl Lohse, R. 
1, Edwardsville, 111. 

“I want you to know I like your 
article on Good Bedding Care. I 
am a crank on a good clean, well- 
aired bed myself and am always 
pleased when I meet another per¬ 
son with the same ideas. To get 
your rest at night you must have 
a good bed. 

“I sew a good bit but have never 
made a suit before. I plan to 
make one for my daughter soon. 
I know there are a few details 
different from dresses, so I’ll really 
appreciate the tips I get from 
you.”—Mrs. R. W. Cunningham, R. 
R. 1, Collinsville, 111. 

* * He 

“I have read the Illinois REA 
News and enjoyed it very much. 
You have a pattern for a formal 
which I would very much appre¬ 
ciate, if I am entitled to it. I am 
from Missouri, but I have been 
visiting in Illinois. We have the 
REA in Maryville, Mo.”—Norma L. 
Grenshaw, Conception Junction, 
Mo. 

* * * 

“After hearing your very inter¬ 
esting speech at the annual meet¬ 
ing of our Egyptian Co-op in 
Steelville on Feb. 13, I definitely 
decided I would order some of 
your swell patterns. I think your 
Homemakers’ page is grand. We’ve 
only had the REA News for two 
months/ but it’s the first page to 
read for me.”—Esther Knap, R. R. 
1, Percy, 111. 

* * «r 

“We surely enjoy our lights and 
other electric equipment. Just got 
connected up last October. Would¬ 
n’t want to get along without it 
now,”—Mrs. Wallace Jensen, Wy- 
anet, 111. 

“1 enjoy the Homemakers’ page 

or hand-powered washing ma¬ 
chine; wringing clothes by hand 
or hand-turned wringer; and after 
drying, ironing with appropriately 
named “sad” irons. 

Electricity Put to Work 
Today, thanks to the electrifiea-. 

tion of more than half of the farm 
homes in the country, all that can. 
be changed. For electricity means 
that hot and cold running water 
are available at the turn of a fau¬ 
cet (with the installation of a 
pressure water system and an 
electric water heater); it means 
the use of modern electric wash¬ 
ing machine with power wringer; 
and it means an electric iron or 
ironer. 

Using an electric washing ma¬ 
chine, the time required for the 
average family wash is about a 
third or a half that needed by 
hand. The newer drying types of 
electric washers will wash and dry 
clothes in approximately three 
hours instead of the eight or nine 
hours needed by old-time methods. 
It is possible, therefore, for the 
farm wife to save as much as six 
hours of back-breaking labor each 
wash day if she makes full use of 
electric service in her work. 

A washing machine is a good in¬ 
vestment. Prices vary from $75 
to $200 for machines with powef'” 
wringers. Generally the more ex¬ 
pensive the machine, the longer its 
life, the more efficient and reliable 
its operation and the greater its 
capacity. 

The power required will vary 
with the nature of the wash and 
the season of the year. For the 
average farm wash the current 
used is only two or three kilowatt- 
hours per month. At REA rates 
that would amount to but 10 to 20 
cents a month—a small sum to 
banish “Blue Monday.” 

so much. I have received some 
very practical helps and sugges¬ 
tions and would like the free pat¬ 
terns.”—Mrs. Irene Burmood, R. X, 
Augusta, 111. 

* * * 

“We are newcomers in the vic¬ 
inity and I like your Homemakers* 
page very much. We moved here 
from St. Louis a year ago and are 
in the Greenville Co-op. I previ¬ 
ously worked as forelady in a 
sportswear factory and had little 
time for crocheting, but love to do 
it and now that I do have time in 
the winter months I would like to 
have, some patterns.”—Mrs. C. Hig¬ 
ginbotham, R. 1, Alhambra, 111. 

“I read your articles in the REA 

News and also try some of your 
recipes. I spend a lot of my spare 
time (of which I don’t have much) 
sewing. T have a five-month’s 
baby girl and I love to sew tiny 

garments for her.”—Mrs. Don L. 
Snowden, Vermont, 111. 

* * ‘fc 

My first issue of the News re¬ 
ceived and am taking advantage 
of this free offer and may be send¬ 
ing you other envelopes as I like 
to have novelty patterns.”—Mrs. R. 
B. Evans, Geff, 111. 

“This is the first time I have or¬ 
dered patterns from you, but I al¬ 
ways read the Homemakers’ Pag* 
and really enjoy it. I have tried 
several of the recipes. The Ginger- 
bread recipe in the November issue 
was really good.”—Mrs. J. H. Tay¬ 
lor, Karnak, Ill_ 
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AT 
NEARS ELLIS 

CO-OP 
More than 1200 members and 

guests—the largest crowd in its 
eight-year history—attended the 
annual meeting of Southern Illi¬ 
nois Electric cooperative at Don- 
gola, to accept the reports of the 
officers and manager and to hear 
Glyde T. Ellis, excutive director of 
the National Rural Electric Coop¬ 
erative association, discuss the ser¬ 
ious problems facing the REA pro¬ 
gram. 

Ellis reviewed the early history 
of the REA program and empha¬ 
sized the increased bitterness with 
wfeieh its enemies were attacking 
ft since the REA cooperatives have 
grown in size and strength. 

Me outlined the activities of the 
wai-ional association during the 
f9feh Congress, described the tac- 
ffss of the opposition forces to 
•urt-ail or place restrictive amend¬ 
ments to REA appropriations, and 
explained how the NRECA and the 
state associations had successfully 
overcome such opposition to ob¬ 
tain loan authorizations for the 
electric cooperatives. 

Warns of Future 

MHis told the cooperative mem¬ 
bers he had come to enlist their 
active support in defending the 
R4SA program against its enemies 
and to Garry forward the work of 
taking electricity to rural commu¬ 
nities. 

“The time has oome when all of 
us will have to work a great deal 
harder to get the job done,” he de- 
dared. “The job is getting more 
and more difficult because of the 
terrific opposition facing us.” 

Describing the tactics of the Na- 

Renamed To Board Of Dongola Co-op 

Full confidence in the leadership of the members of the board of directors of Sou-hern Illinois Electric 
co-op was demonstrated when all the directors were re-elected at the annual meeting, and all officers re¬ 
named at the board meeting. Seated, left to right: K. R. Douglas, Kamak; Otto Finger, McClure, vice 
president; Lewis Johnson, Metropolis, president; Clyde Hogondobler, Villa Ridge, secretary-treasurer; 
Martin Wittke, Metropolis. Standing, from left: Thomas Eddleman, Dongola; Charles B. Soper, Belknap; 
W. J. Rendleman, Wolf Lake; William M. Planert, Unity, and Manager George Endicott, Dongola. 

CLYDE T. ELLIS 

tional Tax Equality Association in 
its efforts to foster unfair tax lev¬ 
ies on cooperative revenues, Ellis 
warned that the tax issues would 
be among the most important of 
the immediate future. 

“These tax advocates insist upon 
putting out misleading propagan¬ 
da about the co-ops and they make 
their arguments seem very logi¬ 
cal,” Ellis asserted. "A member 
of the power lobby recently de¬ 
manded to know of a congress¬ 
man if it was right for a private 
power company to pay taxes on 
one side of the road while a co-op 
did not pay taxes on the lines on 
the other side of the road. 

Omits Facts 

“What he didn’t point out, of 
course, is that for every $10 of 
clear profit made by his power 
company, it paid only $1 in taxes,” 
Ellis continued. “Nor did he sug¬ 
gest that if the private power 
company was willing to render 
service without profit, it too could 
be exempt from income taxes.” 

He asked his listeners to take 
an active part in promoting their 
cooperative and to express their 
views on matters affecting its wel¬ 
fare to their representatives in 
congress. 

“The cooperative movement is 
the most democratic of any in this 
country,” Ellis declared. “It can 
succeed only through democratic 
processes and only you members 
can make such a system work as 
it should.” 

Raise Debt Limit 
In order to carry forward the 

program of electrifying the farms 
still waiting for service,- the coop¬ 
erative would require more money 
than its present mortgage limita¬ 
tion would permit it to borrow, 
Manager George Endicott explain¬ 
ed in his report. On the recom¬ 
mendation of REA, the members 

voted to increase the debt limita¬ 
tion from a million and one half 
dollars to $5 million. 

A resolution was also adopted to 
establish the capital credits plan 
in order that the books of the co¬ 
operative would show the equity 
of each member as a part of the 
record. 

Expansion Planned 

Endicott explained to the mem¬ 
bers the conditions which had pre¬ 
vented the cooperative from car¬ 
rying forward its building pro¬ 
gram as rapidly as hoped. He 
stressed that acute shortage of es¬ 
sential materials had caused long 
delays although poles and some 
materials were available. 

He reported that new substa¬ 
tions would be installed in the sys¬ 
tem to divide it so that certain 
counties would be served from each 
such substation. The co-op has 
600 miles of line energized, has al¬ 
locations and is building another 
600 miles and will ultimately build 
another 1200 miles to take service 
to its entire area, Endicott said. 

A temporary office has been 
built on the site of one of the pro¬ 
posed new substations and event¬ 
ually a modern office building will 
be erected there, the manager dis¬ 
closed. A branch office will be 
opened in Massac county to better 
serve the southeastern part of the 
co-op territory and will be adja¬ 
cent to the second new substation. 

Co-op Growing 

As an indication of the growth 
of both the co-op and the use being 
made of electricity by its members, 
Endicott pointed out that the sys¬ 
tem was originally designed to 
furnish 50 KWH a month per 
member but that engineering sur¬ 
veys indicate it will be necessary 
to rephase and revamp the system 
to furnish an average of 300 KWH 
per member in the years ahead. 

Improvements made in the dis¬ 
tribution system have already 
greatly reduced the number of in¬ 
terruptions of service and plans 
underway for further improve¬ 
ments will increase the efficiency 
of the system still further, Endi¬ 
cott predicted. 

He asked the members to be 
patient until materials were avail¬ 
able for building new lines to all 
who were waiting for them and 
assured his listeners that every 
effort was being made by the direc¬ 
tors and the employees of the co¬ 
op to take service to all who want 
it. 

Director Reports 
A brief history of the coopera¬ 

tive’s development was read by 
William Planert, the only member 
of the original board still serving 
the co-op as a director. 

Planert reminded the members 
of the early skepticism by those 
who predicted the co-op could not 
succeed and he compared its early 
struggles with its present success¬ 
ful record and its rapid growth 
from a few miles of line to over 
600 miles serving 2,400 members. 

That the co-op will ultimately 
more than double its present size 
he said was a foregone conclusion. 
He predicted that when it had 
completed its growth it would be 

serving 13,000 farms and rural es¬ 
tablishments in its territory, 

j He praised the work of Manager 
Endicott, emphasizing that he was 

i aggressive and “a hell-raiser” 
when he met opposition to the 
REA program, but explained that 
the board found him sound in his 
thinking and efficient in his plan¬ 
ning. 

Other Ifeports 
President Lewis Johnson dis¬ 

cussed the work of the board of 
directors for the preceding year 
and outlined the general plans for 
expanding the services of the co¬ 
op during the coming one. 

He praised the loyalty and de¬ 
pendability of the board members, 
and reported that there had been 
100 percent attendance at 13 regu¬ 
lar and two special meetings dur¬ 
ing the year. The two special 
meetings, he explained, were to 
open bids from contractors for 
the co-op’s “C” Section. 

Secretary-Treasurer Clyde Ho- 
gendobler gave the reports of his 
two offices, summing up the finan¬ 
cial report of the co-op to point 
out that it had made all its pay¬ 
ments to REA on schedule and 
had made payments in advance of 
schedule amounting to $15,132.65. 
Construction work in progress in¬ 
volved $113,746.53 and funds avail¬ 
able from REA for construction 
equalled $241,441.26, he disclosed 

The co-op ended the year with 
a net reserve of $21,942.85 which 
will be ear-marked for member¬ 
ship equity under the capital cred¬ 
its plan on the books of the coop¬ 
erative, he said. 

Real Estate Plan 
A proposal that the co-op build 

houses to provide living quarters 
for essential employees brought in¬ 
to Dongola as the personnel in¬ 
creased, was presented by Vice 
President Otto Finger for the con¬ 
sideration of the members. 

Discussions from the floor, fol¬ 
lowing a thorough explanation of 
the plan, disclosed opposition to 
the proposal and a motion to pro¬ 
vide houses for employees unable 
to find living quarters was defeat¬ 
ed on a voice vote. 

Directors Elected 
Membership confidence in the 

directors was demonstrated when 
all the members of the board were 
re-elected to serve another term. 
In the organizational meeting the 
officers were also named to con¬ 
tinue in their posts. 

Lewis Johnson of Metropolis 
was re-elected president; Otto Fin¬ 
ger of McClure, vice president; 
Clyde Hogendobler of Villa Ridge, 
secretary-treasurer; William Pla¬ 
nert of Unity, K. R. Douglas of 
Karnak, Martin Wittke of Metrop¬ 
olis, W. J. Rendleman of Wolf 
Lake, Tom Eddleman of Dongola 
and Charles B. Saper of Belknap, 
directors. 

Newcastle disease of.chickens is 
named after Newcastle, England, 
where one of the first reports on it 
was made in 1927. 

i DDT was first prepared by a 
j German chemist in 1874 but its in¬ 

secticidal properties were not recog- 

; nized until 1939. 

Wedding 

At the time of writing this col¬ 

umn, invitations are out announc¬ 

ing the wedding of our capable, 

courteous and efficient cashier, 

Miss Virginia Mitchell to Mr. Bob 

Pendell at the Methodist Church 

on the 23rd of March. 

All you members who pay your 

bills at the office know Virginia 

as the girl who meets you with 

such an engaging smile and then 

relieves you of your electric bill 
while you are still under the spell. 
Miss Mitchell has been with the 

Cooperative since January, 1946, 
and during that period has filled 
the position of cashier in a very 

capable manner. 

Mr. Pendell, also an employee of 

i the cooperative, went to work in 
January, 1947, as a groundman, 

i and is also prpving to be one of 
our good employees. Both of them 
will continue in their present posi- 

; tions with the cooperative, and 

| we believe that we can speak for 
the entire membership in wishing 

, for them a happy married life and 
the best of everything that this 
world affords. 

Spring Moves 

j We presume that all farmers’ 
1 cooperatives go through pretty 

much the same trouble that we 
i have experienced each spring since 

| we have been operating and that is 
the great amount of moving that 

^ is done by the members about the 
j first of March each year. This 
j year has been no exception to that 

. rule. While we do not have any 

figures of the exact number that 
! have changed locations, it has 
been quite heavy. 

Our members, however, are co- 

i operating very nicely in giving us 
I the advance information we have 
j requested with the result that 
j there has been less confusion this 
! year than usual in keeping our rec¬ 

ords straight, and we wish to ex¬ 
tend our thanks to all those who 

have worked with us to make this 

possible. 

For some years in the past peo¬ 
ple have moved to a different loca¬ 
tion and would be there for one or 

two months or maybe longer be¬ 
fore we would find out of the 

change. The result was that it 
was very difficult to get the rec¬ 
ords straight.« So please remem¬ 

ber that when you move or leave 

your present location, give us the 

information in advance and it will 

expedite the handling of our rec¬ 

ords and your account. 
Meter Reading Calendars 

After an interval of one yea** 

during which you have been mail. 

ing us meter reading cards whicL 

we have provided, we are again go-t 
ing back to the calendar system 

which we used for a number off 
years previous to that time, but; 
which we were unable to obtaifi 

last year due to the paper shorts 
age. 

These calendars will be coming 
out to you in time for your April 
30 meter reading, and we are got- 

ing to again request that you tak; 

good care of these calendars for 
they are quite expensive and ver;y 
difficult for us to obtain. PleasL 
hang them in a conspicuous spc t 

as a reminder to read your meter 
and mail in the card on the las t 
day of each month . Also on the 

back of the calendar you will fin j 
a sheet provided for your conveni - 

ence in keeping your own records 
of your meter readings and bill g 

if you so desire. 

Construction 
The French Brothers and Fishe r 

that have the work agreement fc r 
our D and H Sections are again 

operating their digging and po le 
framing crews after an interval <>f 

about two months of deep frost 
and cold weather during whitih 

they did not work. While it is iri- 
possible as yet for us to energise 
any of our primary lines due to the 
lack of our substation transfornh- 
ers, we will continue to build t^ie 

line and have them ready for tLe 
day when the new substation jig 
ready and we can again start en¬ 
ergizing the lines and giving tlie 

people the service. 
We are doing everything Hu¬ 

manly possible to get delivery ijn 

this new equipment, but we w 
just have to wait patiently unjtil 
that can be brought about. 

Spokane Tour 
Last call for making reservatio 

on special low rate REA tour 
Spokane and return via West Coafst 
—Grand Canyon. Mail to Illinois. 
Spokane Tour, Northern Pacifie 
Railway 73 E. Jackson Blvd., C1|S- 
cago, 111. 

By H. W. Hannah, 

Associate Professor in Agricultural 
Economics, College of Agriculture 

University of Illinois 
(Member of Illinois Bar) 

Selling Farm Produce. — Me st 
cities have ordinances requiring r e¬ 
tail merchants, peddlers, hawkers 
and other sellers to procure license 

Some city license laws are accom- 
anied by comprehensive regulate ry 
and inspection provisions. 

These laws are desirable from t ie 

standpoint of public policy, but is 
long ago as 1872 the state legisl a- 

ot ture decided that they should n 
apply to any” . . . farmer, fruit and 

vine grower or gardener” sellii ig 
his own produce” ... in any pla 
or market where such articles are 
usually sold, and in any quantity 
he may think proper . . .” The la w 
further provides that he may do 

“• . - without paying any staile, 
county, or city tax or license, any 
law, city or town ordinance to tl ie 
contrary notwithstanding.” 

The courts have held that tt is 

exemption applies to farmers pe d- 
dling their produce as well as 

farmers retailing produce at 
stand or other market place. 

The right to sell under this e: 
emption is subject to the followh ig 

limitations: 
1. Streets, alleys and public placi JS 

must not be obstructed. 
2. The sale of spirituous liquo 

contrary to laws then in force 

not permissible. 
3. Regulations in the interest of 

public health must be adhered to, 
particularly milk ordinances. 

This law may be found in the Illi¬ 
nois Revised Statutes, Chapter 

Section 91. 

Granaries were formed by J< 
seph in Egypt in 1715 B. C. 
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Making Western Illinois Co-op Tick 

Electricity would not reach the members of Western Illinois Electric cooperative without the smoothly func¬ 
tioning organization of the operating personnel. This group was presented to the members at the annual meeting 

in Carthage. Front row, left to right, Helen Bird, stenographer, Lee Leonard, line foreman, Mary Brady, book¬ 
keeper, L. C. Marvel, manager, Edna Tucker, office secretary, Max L. Weinberg, attorney. Back row, from left, 

George Yetter, stock £> work order clerk, Luther Bennett, groundman, lineman, Don Hutchins, groundman, John 
Gerdes, groundman, Clarence Hutchins, lineman. Absent were John Miller and Clarence Huston, linemen, and H. 

G. McCartney, groundman. 

“Sweet Acl-o-line — My Ad-o-line . . . 

Those attending the annual meeting of Western Illinois Electric were 

delighted with the close harmony and clever arrangements of the Morgan 
Coun*ty Four. First Tenor Harold Kamm of Franklin (left) is a member 

of Illinois Rural Electric co-op, Winchester, as is Alvin Lovekamp, bare- 

tone, (second from right). Alvin Middendorf, second tenor, and Edwin 
Gordon, bass, also are farmers. The quartet won eighth place in 1943 in 

the national contest of the Society for the Preservation of Barber Shop 
Quartet Singing in America. They also appeared on the program of Mc¬ 
Donough Power cooperative's annual meeting at Macomb, February 5. 

(Editor’s Note: Alvin Middendorf has not just been hit on the head; he is 
reaching for a high, sweet note!’’) 

Western Illinois 
Co-op Votes For 
Capital Credits 

Annual Meeting Reports 
Show Co-op Making 

Rapid Strides 

Each member’s equity in Western 

Illinois Electric cooperative will be 
clearly established on the coopera¬ 

tive's books as a result of the mem¬ 
bership adopting the Capital Credits 

Plan at their annual meeting in Carth¬ 
age, February 4. 

A resolution authorizing the board 

of directors to place the capital cred¬ 
its plan into operation was adopted 

subject to the board s descretion when 
such a procedure appears advisable. 

Max L. Wienberg, co-op attorney, | 

gave a detailed explanation of the | 

plan after giving it careful study, and 
recommended that it be considered 

by the members as the most satis¬ 
factory means of avoiding any criti¬ 

cism that their co-op was not entirely 

a non-profit organization. 

Equity Possible 

According to Wienberg’s analysis, 

the cooperative may accept revenue 
from its members in excess of the ac¬ 

tual operating costs for the distribu¬ 
tion of electric energy and such extra 

money may be used to retire the co¬ 

op’s long-term indebtedness. 
But each member’s contribution of 

money over and above what is later 
determined to be the actual cost of 

operations, will be credited on the 

books and at some future time, if 
the financial condition of the co-op I 
warrants, such capital invested by the j 

members may be returned to them in | 

the form of a refund. 

Under the REA act, as amended, j 

the cooperative is granted a 35-year I 
amortization period. Repayment sche- j 
dules on the loan contract are set up 

to cover this period of time so it is 
considered unlikely that refunds will 

be made to members until all indebt¬ 
edness has been liquidated, W3enberg 
explained. In the meantime, however, 

the capital credits plan provides for 
each member to have his equity in the 

co-op clearly established. 
Reports Given 

In his address, President Lloyd A. 

Dickson reviewed the history of the 

co-op and pointed to its present fi¬ 
nancial condition as indicative of its 

growth and success since the first 

section of lines was energized. 

He explained that the co-op making 
rapid strides until the war started 

when it activities were necessarily 
curtailed because of the shortages of 

materials. These shortages have not 

become less acute, he declared, and 

until the labor and management prob¬ 
lems are settled and normal produc¬ 
tion resumed, the co-op can not hope 
to obtain all the necessary materials 

to continue building new lines as 
rapidly as it would like. 

He revealed that 382 applications 

for service were on file with the co-op 
and that the directors were pledged 

to the idea of complete area coverage 
but that it would require time and pa¬ 

tience to eventually attain that goal. 
Manager’s Report 

Manager L. C. Marvel told the 
members that a system study recently 
completed revealed that the demand 
for electricity may eventually be 300 

to 400 kilowatt-hours per month for 

each member as compared with the 
average of 74 KW in 1945 and 120 
KW in 1946. 

He reported that 125 new connec¬ 

tions had been made during the pre¬ 
vious year to the existing lines to 

bring the total receiving service to 

1427. An allocation of $400,000 is 

needed, he explained, to build an ad¬ 

ditional 190 miles of line to reach the 

382 members who have applied for 

service and to build a new sub-sta¬ 

tion of sufficient capacity to provide 

adequate voltage. 

He appealed to the members to re¬ 

port any purchases of new electrical 
appliances or equipment to the office 

eo that if increased capacity is cal¬ 

led for, the linemen can make the nec¬ 
essary changes to accommodate the 

new demand on the member's line. | 

He "also urged that the membeis 

have their wiring inspected period! - ; 

cally to assure that it is adequate and ' 

to avoid damage to their transformer. | 
The co-op’s policy requires that a ; 

member must pay for replacing a 
transformer if it bums out due to i 

negligence or the fault of the mem- | 

ber. 

"It is much cheaper, in the end, to ; 

have your wiring inspected and be 

sure of it than to spend $35 for a 
transformer because of a condition 

which could have been corrected, ’ 

Marvel pointed out. 

Financial Report 

Lee Murphy, treasurer, gave a de¬ 
tailed report on the cooperative’s fi¬ 

nancial condition. He disclosed that all 

operating and other expenses had been 
met, including reserves for deprecia- 

j tion, and that all payments to REA 
| for interest and principal on the long- 

! term indebtedness had been made. 

Remaining in the treasury for con¬ 
struction is some $60,000, he reported, 
and a stock of materials on hand has 

a value of $59,000. Government 

Bonds amounting to nearly $15,000 are 

owned by the cooperative and ac¬ 

counts receivable for electricity sold 
and for materials and supplies totaled 

another $37,000. 

Savings to the cooperative in last 
year’s operations, after all expenses 
of operation and amortization, a- 

mounted to slightly more than $15,- 

000, he said. 
Guest Speakers 

President Dickson introduced G. 

Wayne Welsh, president of the As¬ 
sociation of Illinois Electric cooper¬ 
atives, who spoke briefly of the work 

of the state organization and of the 

national association, in defending the 

REA cooperatives against those who 
are seeking to destroy them. 

He related that several REA co¬ 

operatives have sold out to the pri¬ 
vate power companies after the mem¬ 
bers and directors had been convinced 

by "super-salesmanship” that the 
power companies could do a better 
job of serving rural consumers. 

He warned of the danger of listen¬ 
ing to such propaganda and cited 

Western Illinois Electric co-op as a 
perfect example of how a cooperative 

can succeed and accomplish the job 
it started out to do. In this connec¬ 
tion he stressed the importance of 
seeking lower wholesale rates for the 
cooperatives and outlined the pro¬ 

gram for establishing a state-wide 

power cooperative in Illinois through 

which the co-ops hope to obtain more 

favorable rates. 
He expressed confidence in Western 

Illinois cooperative’s ability to attain 

its goal of area coverage and urged 
the members to continue taking a 
close, personal interest in the co-op 

and to give it their full support at 
all times. 

Problems Ahead 

Threats to future loan authoriza¬ 

tions for REA by critics of the rural 
electrification program in the 80tii 

Congress were discussed by A. D. 
Mueller, editor of the Illinois REA 

News. 

Mueller asked the members if they j 
knew the name of their congressman j 
and if so, had they ever written him 

a letter expressing their views on the 
REA cooperative program? 

He reviewed the statements attri¬ 

buted to Congressman John Taber of 
New York, chairman of the House 
Appropriations Committee, who has 

been quoted as insisting that REA 

received three or four times more 
money than could be spent for new j 

line construction or improvements to 
distribution systems. 

The editor pointed out that de¬ 
mocracy is a system through which 

the people control their own affairs 
and that only through advising their 
representatives in the legislatures 

could they hope to make their will 
known. 

He pleaded with his listeners to 
take pencil or pen in hand, take any 
type of paper- from a grocery sack 
to one of their children's school tab¬ 
lets, and write a sincere, direct appeal 
to their congressman and senators 

urging that full support be given the 
REA program. 

Board Elected 

Bert Thompson of Burnside was ’ 

elected to the board of directors to 

represent Rock Creek, Sonora, and 

Pilot Grove townships. Re-elected to 

the board were Lloyd A. Dickson of 

Dallas City, H. A. Allen of Sutter, 

Lee Murphy of Carthage, Mrs. Ruby 

Hurts of Plymouth, Mrs. Ruth Stev¬ 

enson of Hamilton and Charles Sie- 

grist. 

j Guests introduced were: Mrs. Helen 
i Hicks, director. Manager Ray Grigs- 

j by and Miss June McCarty, book- 

I keeper, of McDonough Power co¬ 

operative, Manager Dean Searls and 

President Roy Sharrow, Adams Elec¬ 

tric cooperative. Miss Joan Cameron, 
assistant editor, Illinois REA News, 
Fred E. Darr, electrification adviser, 

Menard Electric cooperative, and 

G. E. Gordon, Graybar Electric 
company. 

State Laboratory Tests 
Turkey Blood Samples 

Approximately 22,000 turkey blood 

samples have been tested for pullorum 

disease from October through Feb¬ 
ruary at the University of Illinois 

College of Veterinary Medicine lab¬ 
oratories. 

This testing is a part of the Nation¬ 

al Turkey Improvement program and 

is sponsored by the State Department 
of Agriculture in cooperation with the 

Illinois Turkey Growers Association. 
Blood samples are drawn from the 

wing veins of birds by autorized col¬ 

lectors and is transported to the lab¬ 
oratory in sterile glass vials. 

Pullorum-tested flocks are classified 

as "pullorum-tested,” which means 
that the initial step has been taken 
toward an eradication program; "pul- 

lorum-controlled,” flocks with less 

than two per cent of reactors; "pul- 
lorum-passed,” flocks which contained 

reactors on the first test but were 

found to be free of reactors on later 
tests; and “pullorum-clean,” flocks 

with no reactors on initial test or any 

subsequent test. 

Turkeys to be used as breeders 
should be tested for pullorum disease 

when more than four months of age 

and again within six months preced¬ 
ing the date of the first sale of hatch¬ 

ing eggs, poults or breeders. 

Estimates are that the U. S. is 
losing two hundred 40-acre farms 

(8,000 acres) a day through ero¬ 
sion. 

WASHINGTON REPORT 
By William S. Roberts 

EDITOR’S NOTE—William 
S. Roberts is editor of the of¬ 
ficial publication of the Na¬ 
tional Rural Electric Coopera¬ 
tive Association, Washington, 
D. C. He is an experienced 
newspaper correspondent and 
his timely analyses and reports 
on events in the Nation’s Cap¬ 
ital deserve careful study. 

REA FUNDS IN DOUBT 
Skirmishes have already taken 

place on Capital Hill to determine 
the future of REA—and it becomes 
obvious that the rural electrifica¬ 
tion program established by the 
Roosevelt Administration will sur¬ 
vive, but in a somewhat emaciated 
condition. 

Only a few ill-informed Eastern¬ 
ers who are not far-sighted 
enough to see that their western 
investments will be enhanced by 
completing the job of electrifying 
rural areas, and a very few spoon¬ 
fed newspapers, have openly advo¬ 
cated wiping out REA and its gains 
of the past ten years. But as the 
picture now shapes up there will 
be less of your neighbors electrify¬ 
ing thgir farms in the next couple 
of years, and you will pay higher 

! electric blils in those years if 
i some measures introduced in the 
! Congress are passed. 

If the House Subcommittee 
on Agricultural Appropriations 
cuts rural electrification loans 
in half, 125,000 farmers already 
signed up with their local co¬ 
op will wait an additional year 
for their REA service. 
Right now REA has loan ap- 

, plications for $100-million more 
than the loan funds remaining in 
this year’s budget. In other words, 
if REA’s lending funds are cut to 
$125-million next year, that amount 
will do little more than take care 
of the farms left over in this year’s 
applications. 

CO-OP RATES MAY RISE 
The reasons your electricity bill 

may be higher, if Congress passes 
some legislation which has been 
and will be proposed, goes directly 
to the basis of a real fight which 
will develop over REA this year. 
That is the question of the right 
of rural electric co-ops to gener¬ 
ate and transmit theis/own power. 
It is something like the question of 
whether you should be allowed to 
grow your own feed, or if you 
should be forced to buy it from a 
dealer in town. 

Last year the Senate committee 
on appropriations reported out a bill 
which included an amendment for¬ 
bidding co-ops to generate power. 
The utilities just don’t like any¬ 
one else to produce electric ener¬ 
gy. They sell REA-financed sys¬ 
tems over $10-million worth every 
year. 

This year’s economy wave mere¬ 
ly intensifies the determination of 
those the pressures who aim at re¬ 
stricting the right of REA to loan 
money for generating facilities. 

It is a significant fact that 
only where co-ops and the Fed¬ 
eral government have been able 
to produce competing sources 
of electricity have utility rates 
gone down. Elsewhere in the 
nation the rates have risen. 
Texas Power & Light Co. is now 

waging a bitter war with Texas 
REA co-ops because they formed 
a transmission group to carry 
cheap hydro power to their mem¬ 
bers. Only after REA made a $5- 
million loan to the Texas co-ops 
did Texas Powe. & Light lower 
rates on its co-op sales. This is a 
common trick, pulled in recent 
months in Georgia, Arkansas, and 
Oklahoma to kill co-op generating 
and transmission facilities. It is 
followed by the utilities telling 
Congress that REA is wasting 
loans on generating facilties when 
their wholesale rates to co-ops are 
low. But the rates are never low 
until AFTER competing sources 
of electricity appear on the scene. 

Of a total land area of 35,806,000 

acres in Illinois, slightly more 
than 31,000,000 is farm land. 

There were 1,700 soil conserva¬ 
tion districts in the U. S. at the 

end of 1946. 

" ~ 
i Alexander the Great first found 
j bananas in the Indus Valley in 32? 

! B. C. 
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NEWS FROM 
Corn Bell 

Bloomington, til. 

T. H. HAFER, Supt. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
Reports of the President, Secre¬ 

tary-Treasurer and Manager made 
at our ninth annual meeting were 
printed in brief form on the pro¬ 
gram and copies will be given or 
mailed on request to any member 
who wants one. A more detailed 
account of the meeting appears in 
the general news columns of the 
Illinois REA News. 

That a large majority of our 
members realize the value of hav¬ 
ing their wiring re-inspected was 
demonstrated at the meeting when 
by a vote of 217 to 63, a motion 
was carried giving the board of 
directors and Manager authority 
to work out a re-inspection pro¬ 
gram in which the members will 
defray part of the expense. 

A large number of cases of poor 
wiring which causes wastefully 
high electric bills, is hazardous to 
members and their families, and 
is a potential cause of fire, have 
some to the attention of the Man¬ 
ager. We fell that all our mem¬ 
bers will benefit from the re-in- 
spection of wiring, and they will 
be SAFER with all potential 
sources of wiring trouble elimin¬ 
ated. 

Details of the re-inspection pro¬ 
gram will be announced when they 
have been worked out by the Man¬ 
ager and the directors. 

PRIZES AWARDED 

A total of 30 prizes was awarded 
at the annual meeting, all of them 
valuable and many of them still 
on the “hard to find” list. The hap¬ 
py prize-winners are listed here. 
Why not resolve right now to be 
at the annual meeting next year 
and perhaps be one of those who 
earry home a prize as these mem¬ 
bers did? 

Eureka Cordless Iron—Fred Schnittker, 
Bloomington R. 3; 1/4 H.P. motor (West- 
inghouse)—H. J. Reining, Stanford; Table 
lamp—School Dist. No. 26, LeRoy; Table 
lamp—Ira Carmichael, Danvers; Toaster— 
Menno Keim, Danvers; Electric clock— 
Amos Schuler, Colfax; Silex Coffee Maker— 
Roy Savage, Saybrook; Casserole—School 
Dist. No. 79, Bloomington R. 3; Pin-up 
lamp—E. J. Sutter, Bloomington R. I; 
Vaporizer—Walter Weber, -Lexington. 

Irons 
Wm. H. Denzer, Bloomington R. 4; Clyde 

Warren, Farmer City; Geo. L. Woerner, 
Tremont; Geo. R. Reynolds, Maroa; Clar¬ 
ence H. Agnew, El Paso. 

Eectric Pads 
L. Parke Kerbaugh, Stanford; W. D. 

Bentry, t linton Rt. 3; Dewey Winkler, 
Delavan; W. A. Hill, Oreana; Elzie Rus¬ 
sell, El Paso, 

Lanterns 
Homer Bishop, LeRoy; Albert Ferguson, 

Clinton R. 2; Herbert Pleines, Minier; 
Fred L. Waller, Maroa; Kenneth McClure, 
Carlock. 

Poultry Water Warmer 
. Alice Sutter, Bloomington R. 1; Elmer 
F. Schumaker, Clinton R. 3; W m. Weh- 
meier, Minier; Col. E. J. Leach, Maroa; 
W. L. McClure, Carlock. 

be installed so that it may, at 
the option of the Cooperative, 
be controlled by a time switch 
which shall be set so that the 
lower element may operate for 
a maximum of 16 hours’ use 
per day. The lower element 
will be automatically discon¬ 
nected during the remaining 
hours, v/hich shall be the hours 
of peak load. The upper ele¬ 
ment shall not be controlled 
by the time switch and shall 
be permitted to operate at any 
hour of the day. The Coopera¬ 
tive shall furniph and main¬ 
tain the time switch. 

CARE OF BABY CHICKS 
IF POWER GOES OFF 

Occasionally because of some 
unavoidable reason your electric 
power is off for a short time. 

jMany people have baby chicks at 
this time of year and some times 
question as to what to do with 
them during this period when the 
power goes off. 

Your electric brooder has an in¬ 
sulated hover which will prevent 
the heat from the baby chicks’ 
bodies from escaping rapidly. If 
the chicks are held fairly close to 
the hover they will keep warm 
for a considerable time even 
though the current is off. How¬ 
ever, if the chicks are very young 
and the period of time when the 
power is off is too long, a jug or 
two of hot water placed under the 
hover with the chicks will furnish 
sufficient heat so that they will 
not be harmed. 

We have talked with many peo¬ 
ple who have used electric brood¬ 
ers, including some hatchery men, 
and have found almost unanimous 
agreement that an occasional out¬ 
age of current has not been detri¬ 
mental to the chicks. 

Your co-op assures you that 
these outages will be as few as pos¬ 
sible and request that you notify 
us at once whenever a line does 
go out of service. 

WATER HEATER SPECIFICA¬ 
TIONS FOR SPECIAL RATES 
Many members are getting wa¬ 

ter heaters and asking about the 
special 1-cent per kilowatt hour 
rate for water heater service. In 
a few cases we find that a heater 
which will not qualify has been 
purcahsed and therefore the mem¬ 
ber is not eligible for the special 
rate. Following are the specifi¬ 
cations which you should keep in 
mind in purchasing a water heat¬ 
er for your home if you want to 
get the special rate: 

(1) The member shall in¬ 
stall and operate in regular use 
a standard approved storage 
type of electric water heater. 

(2) The standard approved 
type of water heater shall con¬ 
sist of an insulated tank of 30 
or more gallons capacity, 
which has two thermostati¬ 
cally controlled, non-inductive 
heating elements. The lower 
element shall be placed to heat 
the whole tank and the upper 
element to heat only the up¬ 
per part of the tank. The Co¬ 
operative shall approve the 
installation and size of the 
tan:: together with the size of 
£he hooting elements. 

(3) The lower element shall 

Spokane Tour 
Last call for making reservations 

on special low rate REA tour to 
Spokane and return via West Coast 
—Grand Canyon. Mail to Illinois- 
Spokane Tour, Northern Pacific 
Railway, 73 E. Jackson Blvd., Chi¬ 
cago, I1L 

NEWS FROM 
Western Illinois 

Carthage, 111. 

L. C MARVEL, Supt. 

Welcome New Members 
Mark E. and Rose Bollin, Nauvoo; Os¬ 

car and Effie Carter, LaHarpe; Otis G. 
and Charlotte N. Covert, Carthage; Wil¬ 
liam Dustman, Dallas City; J. A. and 
Lillie Fortney, Hamilton; Frederick and 
Haletta Folkerts, Carthage; Donald N. and 
Dolores Hartweg, Carthage; Chester and 
Mary Henze, Sutter; Robert Markey, Burn¬ 
side; W. M. & Hazel Rawson, Carthage; 
Dale and Eleanor Shutwell, LaHarpe; 
Henry & Mildred Snyder, Carthage; Law¬ 
rence and Lola Schilson, Hamilton; Marie 
and Frank WolJbrink, West Point; Edwin 
Wolbrink, Sutter. 

New Appliances 
Hiram Newton, Water Heater; Glenn 

Hamman, Electric Range (Frigidaire), 
Crosley Shelvador Refrigerator, Heating 
Pad, Arivin Room Heater, Remington Ra¬ 
zor, General Electric Iron; John Spangler, 
G. E. Range; Cleo Campbell, Kelvinator; 
Fverett Cain, Hot Point Hostess Electric 
Range; John Blythe, Hot Water Heater; 
Verdie Artz, Water Heater, Range and 
Two Pumps; Keith Markey, Monarch 
Range; Ed. Wcatherington, Coffee Maker, 
Heating Pad, Range, Room Heater, Toast¬ 
er. 

New Construction 
We have energized 15 miles of 

our “C” Allotment to date, with 33 
new members connected. Also 
have connected during the month 
of February eleven new members 
who were living along our present 
line. 

Attended Meetings 
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Dickson, L. 

C. Marvel and Mary Brady attend¬ 
ed the annual meeting of McDon¬ 
ough Power in Macomb, February 
5; Lee Murphy, L. C. Marvel, Mrs. 
Edna Tucker and Mrs. Helen Bird 

[attended the annual meeting of the 
| Adams Electrical' Co-op. on Feb- 
! ruary 27; Mr. Marvel attended the 
district Managers meeting in Can¬ 
ton, Feb. 19; Lloyd Dickson, Lee 

j Murphy, Mrs. Ruby Hurst, Bert 
! Thompson, L. C. Marvel, and Mary 

Brady attended the Illinois State 

District Co-op meeting in Ma¬ 

comb, Monday evening, March 17. 

We have also made reservations 

for Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Dickson 

and L. C. Marvel to attend the Na¬ 

tional Rural Electric Cooperative 

Association convention at Spokane, 

Washington, April 22-25. 

Anything unusual in the appear¬ 

ance of the line may be a warning 

that something is amiss that will 
cause an outage if not corrected. 
Make a note of it and let us know. 
For instance; 

Poles: A split pole, or one with 
a rough spot or streak on it, may 
have been struck by lightning. A 
swaying or leaning pole may have 
been loosened by a high wind, or 
it may be broken off below the 
surface of the ground. A burning 
pole is an emergency. If the fire 
is close to the ground where you 
can throw dirt on it without dan¬ 
ger of direct contact, it may be 
smothered that way. Do not at¬ 
tempt to extinguish it with water, 
or to beat it out with sacks or 
brush held in the hands. Notify 
the Co-op at once. 

INSULATORS: Sometimes the 
flash from an arc spots a faulty 
insulator at night when it cannot 
be readily seen in daylight, but in¬ 
sulator damage is usually visible 
to the eye. A white spot on a 
brown insulator may be the mark 
of a bullet. A white streak may 
be caused by a shot, or by light¬ 
ning. Advise the Co-op when you 
see either. An insulator that is 
hanging loose, or one that is com¬ 
pletely shattered, leaving the line 
dangling free, creates an urgent 
emergency. Notify the Co-op at 
once. 

POLE FITTINGS: Loose brack¬ 
ets that hold the lower or neutral 
wire or loose nuts on the brackets, 
loose or broken guy wires, or any¬ 
thing unusual about any of the 
pole hardware or fittings that you 
can see from the ground, should 
be noted and reported. 

WIRES: Leaning trees that are 
close enough to the lines to fall 
across it if blown down or felled 
are a menace, as is undergrowth 
or brush under the line that has 
grown too close to the lower wire. 
Any foreign material near the 
lines that may cause ground con¬ 
tact or a short between wires is a 
potential source of trouble. 

SHOULD MEMBERS AT¬ 
TEMPT TO CORRECT THE 
MORE SIMPLE THINGS THEM¬ 
SELVES? 

Never. Only experienced line¬ 
men can tell whether the trouble 
is simple or dangerous. Make 
your observation from a safe dis¬ 
tance, and from a safe spot. Do 
not attempt to trim or fell any 
tree near the line, or cut any tall 
brush under it. Do not attempt to 
remove anything that is in con¬ 
tact with the wires, or is close to 
them, either with the hands or any¬ 
thing held in the hands. Confine 
yourself to observing and report¬ 
ing apparent irregularities that 
you see, and LET THE REPAIR 
JOB WAIT UNTIL EXPERIENC¬ 
ED LINEMEN ARE PRESENT 
TO DO IT THEMSELVES OR 
DIRECT OTHERS IN DOING IT 
SAFELY. 

Appliance Production Up 
According to the Wall Street 

Journal of January 2, pfoduction 
of vaccum cleaners, irons, toast¬ 
ers, heaters, roasters, table radios 
and a few other small electrical 
appliances has practically overtak¬ 
en the market, while the demand 
for heavier equipment, including 
industrial apparatus, washing ma¬ 
chines, ranges, console model ra¬ 
dios and many other items contin¬ 
ues to greatly exceed productive 
capacity. 

Make Electric Poultry Brooder 
If you are interested in building 

your own lamp-type electric chick 
! brooder, your Co-op will be pleas- 
jed to supply you with a copy of 

NEWS FROM 
Adams 

Camp Point, 111. 

DEAN SEARLS, Supt. 

THIS MONTH S SAD 
QUESTION 

“WHERE WILL WE HOLD 

OUR ANNUAL MEETING IN 

1948?” We must either take to 

the wide open spaces or speak to 

the Town Board about knocking 

out the walls of the Community 

Building where we have always 

held our meetings in the past. We 

were certainly happy to see such a 

tremendous turnout this year, that 

shows COOPERATION WITH 
YOUR COOPERATIVE! 

SPEAK UP! 

Members, here is your chance to 
express your opinion. We want 
all of you to write a letter to us 
(anonymous or otherwise) and 
give your opinion concerning this 
year’s Annual Meeting. Here are 
some of the things we would like 
to know: 

1. Should we hold our Meet¬ 
ings sometime during the sum¬ 
mer so that it can be an out¬ 
door affair with no worry 
about seating capacity, etc., 
or continue to meet at the Com¬ 
munity Building, and continue 
to hold the meeting during the 
winter months? If you do 
prefer a summer meeting, 
which month would be more 
convenient for you? 

2. What type of program 
would you enjoy? (We are 
sorry that this year’s program 
ran so late into the afternoon, 
however, our registration took 
considerable more ^ime than 
we anticipated and put us be¬ 
hind schedule for the remaind¬ 
er of the program). 

3. Would you rather have 
just one speaker on the pro¬ 
gram or a few speakers with 
various topics to discuss? 
Which brings up the question: 
“What topics of discussion are 
you most interested in?” 

4. What ideas do you have 
in regard to the lunch? Would 
you be willing to bring your 

- own? It is rather difficult for 
' us to predict from year to 
year just how many members 
will attend and therefore we 
are confronted with the possi¬ 
bility of either wasting a lot 
of food (which means added 
expense to the Co-Op) or run¬ 
ning short of food. 

5. Did you enjoy our truck 
and equipment display? 

If there are any other comments 
you wish to make, please feel free 
to do so, because your criticisms, 
ideas and helpful pointers, will en¬ 
able us to have bigger and better 
Annual Meetings each year. Re¬ 
member, don’t sign the letter if 
you’d rather not. 

— IN MEMORIAM — 
Frank C. Hayes, 76, of Cam¬ 

den, died in Blessing Hospital, 
Quincy, February 24. Mr. Hayes 
had quite a vivid career during 
his lifetime. He taught at a 
country school in Schuyler coun¬ 
ty as a stepping stone toward 
the study of medicine, and lat¬ 
er, while continuing his study 
of medicine, he held a civil 
service position in both Chica¬ 
go and Washington, D. C. 

Upon completing his medical 

REA’s leaflet describing this ap¬ 
pliance and giving the details on 
how to build one at home. 

Spokane Tour 
Last call for making reservations 

on special low rate REA tour to 
Spokane and return via West Coast 

J —Grand Canyon. Mail to IHmois- 
j Spokane Tour, Northern Pacific 
I Railway, 73 E. Jackson Blvd., Chi- 
j cago, IIL 

training, he served a term as 
assistant resident physician 
and a term as resident physi¬ 
cian of Casualty Hospital, 
Washington, D. C.; held the 
position of physician for the U. 
S. government at Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, and held certifii- 
cates to practice medicine, sur¬ 
gery, and obstetrics, in the 
states of Illinois, Maryland and 
the Disrict of Columbia. 

In 1910, Mr. Hayes was unit¬ 
ed in marriage to Miss Lucy 
Yarbrough. They established 

their home in Camden and 
spent their entire married life 
there. 

In later years, Mr. Hayes 
served as Mayor of Camden. It 
will long be remembered that 
without Mr. Hayes’ splendid co¬ 
operation with the Adams Elec¬ 
tric Co-op in getting electric 
service to the citizens of Cam¬ 
den, it would have been almost 
Impossible for us to do so. 

NEW EMPLOYEE 

Miss DeLoris Hunsaker of Camp 
Point began work in the Co-op of¬ 
fice on February 17. DeLoris is a 
graduate of Camp Point Commu¬ 
nity High School, class of 1939, and 
received her business training at 
Chillicothe Business College, Chil- 
licothe, Missouri. She was em¬ 
ployed in Chicago for five years 
and also worked in the office at 
Block & Kuhl Company in Quincy. 
She has taken over the position 
of Office Secretary with the Co-op. 

Resignation Regretted 
Mrs. Estalene Beckman has re¬ 

signed her position as Office Sec¬ 
retary. Mrs. Beckman originally 
resigned in October of last year 
but was kind enough to. resume 
her duties the latter part of De¬ 
cember, due to the illness of Mar¬ 
garet Funk, our assistant bill’ng 
clerk. Estalene’s sunny disposi¬ 
tion and pleasing personality will 
be missed around the Co-op of¬ 
fice. 

PLEASE COOPERATE 

Again we plead with you to be 
sure to send us the reading and 
the date you move from your pres¬ 
ent location to another. If we 
don’t receive this information, you 
run the risk of being billed for 
more electricity than you used. 
Also, please give us the name of 
the party moving into your old 
place and the address at your new 
location so that we can forward 
your final bill. 

New Appliances 
REFRIGERATORS: O. R. BurmooU, Edd 

Lane, John P. Young. Chas. Shrader. 
James Litte, Arthur L. Gain, Francis 
Langan. Frank Laning, and Doyie O. 
Grtlenwater. STOVES: Ralph Cowman. 
Dale Donley, John Gronewald, Frank Lan¬ 
ing, Lowell Knox, and Harm B. Ihnen. 
HOT PLATES: Kermit Kerr, Lewis Her- 
che, and Archie Yates. WASHERS—Hipp 
Ennen, Roy W. Ramey, Lauretto Wort. 

£e?!®a,?lcC‘intock- and Frank Knuffman. RADIOS T. G. Jackson, S. Riley Stevens. 
Parker Unger, Archie Yates. CLOCKS: 
Clarence Brockschmidt, Lyle Vincent and 
Harlan L. Nelson. 

SWEEPERS: Maurice K. Hare. Frank 
Wagner, Doil Wiikey, Lloyd Shoopman. 
C. E. Lierly, Oitis Tribbey and J. C. 
Zeilerman. TOASTERS: Eugene Lantz, 
Oitis Tribbey, John Cornwell and Burton 
Chamberlain. BROODERS: Keith Detrick, 
Everett Jackson, Ercil Robbins, and Har¬ 
lan L. Nelson. FREEZERS: Flovd V. 
Koontz. Chester Miller, Gerhard Ufkes. 
and Everett Nell. FURNACE BLOWERS: 
William H. Orr and Anthony Grawe. 

WATER HEATERS: Daniel Gallaher, G 
E. Janssen and Lloyd Shoopman. WAF¬ 
FLE IRONS: Norlyn Root and Harlan JU. 
Nelson. MILKING MACHINES: Daniel 
Gallaker and Irvin E. Leenerts. MISCEL¬ 
LANEOUS: A. E. Hedrick. Sheep Shearer; 
miyne L. Lanning, Arc Welder: Rudolph 
Miller, Stoker on Furnace ; Roy W. Ramey. 
Meat Case, and Norlyn Root, Heating Pad 
and Shaver. 

Spokane Tour 
Last call for making reservations 

on special low-rate HE A tour to 
Spokane and return via West Coast 
—Grand Canyon. Mail to Illinois- 
Spokane Tour, Northern. Pacitie 
Railway, 73 E. Jackson Blvd., Chi¬ 
cago, 111. 

Process of Pasteurization 
Pasteurization is a process 

named for Louis Pasteur, scien¬ 
tist, by which every particle of 
milk is heated to not lower than 
142 degrees for not less than 30 
minutes, and then promptly cool¬ 
ed to 50 degrees or lower to des¬ 
troy any harmful bacteria that 
may be present, without affect¬ 
ing flavor and food valu^. 
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Likes To Drive Tractor 

I am a girl of 12 and in the seventh 
grade at the Ray School. I have 
brown hair and eyes. I am 5 ft. 3 in. 
I have a brother who works on a corn April is Spring Fever month. If 

Do You Ride a Bicycle? 
Remember Safety Kuies 

Two 

With spring back in full force 
many boys and girls are again rid¬ 
ing their bicycles to school and 
town. Every bicyclist must know 
his driving responsibilities and 
keep them. 

Each year there are about 500 
bicycle accidents in Illinois, some 
resulting in death. Many of the 
accidents can be prevented. 

Remember to keep to the right 
side o? the street or highway and 
neevr ride on sidewalks. Remem- 

On School Basketball Team 
I am 12 years old. My birthday 

is Sept. 20. I have dark red hair 
and brown eyes. I am in the sev¬ 
enth grade. I go to Accommoda- 

i u ii n/r £ .. v . -j. „ tion School. My daddy is the 
you find it difficult to concentrate ' sheller. My favorite hobby is riding teacher There are 13 in our j ber that the law requires a cyclist j 

on your lessons, forget your as-1 a horse. Someday I hope to have one (^ have one sjster and two to obey al Itraffic controls, includ-| 
j myself. I also enjoy driving a trac',,—  O TW™.,.. -IU ' ing stop lights, and to signal for 

all turns and stops. 

is basketball. Our school has a When operated at night, bicy- 
team and I am one of the players 

jWe have played 15 games and lost 
been struck with Spring Fever.) I'm a boy aged 17 and 5 ft. 5 in. | oniy one.—Norma Ruth English, 

It’s a wonderful feeling, isn’t it, I’ve curly brunette hair and green Box 13, Akin, 111. 

even though our teachers and par-! eyes. I weigh about 135 lbs. I have | - * . 

ents may become slightly exasper-: three si^rs and
£ 

two brothe^ 1 live | Will Exchange Pictures 
ated with us? We hope that i on a 250 acre farm two mileS fr,0m | rm a b°y 19 years of a^e> bru' 
Spring Fever won’t interfere too Shipman. I would like to receive let-. nette, 5 ft. 6 in., blue eyes and 120 

signments, sit looking out of the j o i/ r> D I R ff 1 brothers, Nadine 9, Delmar 13, and , stop lights, 

schoolhouse window, daydream, I n]_ j Norman Ray, 4. My favorite sport 

hate to go indoors—you can be | * * * 

pretty sure that you, too, have Wants 15-20 Year Old Pen Pals 

Fever. 

cles must be equipped with a 
white light visible from a distance 
of 500 feet in front of the bicycle 
and with a red reflector tail light 
visible 500 feet in the rear. Brakes 
kept in good condition are just as 
essential on a bicycle as on a car. 

Some cyclists like to show off 

much with your Pen Pal letters.' ters from boys and girls between the lbs. I live on a 53-acre farm near , by doing daredevil tricks and tak- 
This month we have many new' aSes of 15 and 20- 1 would also like (Shipman. Come on kids from 16 ing chances. When done on the 
Pen Pals. Write them a letter to exchange pictures.—Vernon Mat-j to 20, let’s fill my mail box with j r0ad or highway such practices 

letters. I want to exchange pic- often lead to tragedy. It’s much 
j tures and I’ll answer all letters.— [ better to be on the safe side and 
1 Homer Leahe, Shipman, 111. j not to ride another person or try 

I any trick riding. 
Raymond lakes to Fish j     

and send a Pen Pal letter to Joan lock’ Shipman, 111. 
Cameron, Junior REA News, Pe¬ 
tersburg, 111. 

Misses Michigan Snow 

I am 12 years old and my birth- 
, * o T i- £ r I have two brothers and two sisters, 

day is April 8. I live on a farm. 1; _ . . . „ 

Poochie Is Pet Dog 

I am 12 years old and have brown 
eyes and blond hair. I am about 4 ft. 
11 in. tall and weigh about 83 lbs. 

I am a boy 11 years old. I have . juiUm Likes Farming 
brown hair and blue eyes. I am j j am jg years old, have brown 

, . “ “7“' ;)I have a pet dog named Poochie. I go ^ ft 8 ^ taU* birthday is | hair and gray eyes. I go to the 
am the only child in my family. I had j ^ Rock7ood school and teach_ June 3. I have two brothers and , Liberty School. I live in the coun¬ 
polio three years ago and for two , three dogs. The dogs names are try 0,n a small farm> j like farnl_ 
years I could not play as other boys j er ’ , cu Lassie, Butch, and Tiny. My fav- inK quite well We have three 

, . . ... T - u'nv IKC 'ou, all you girls and boys and fill ,, , * . 1 s qu,ie wen- vve nave tnree 

a„d girls did. I now weigh 127 lbs_ , "with let!ers and cards. sports are softball and fish, j horses. j have two brothers and 

and can play ball, ride my bike and , ^ Rockwood II- mg- 1 W°U d hke girlS aS Wel1 aS itwo sisters, all smaller than I. The 
' y J J y* * boys to write.—Raymond Cunning¬ 

ham, R. 1, Box 140, West Frank¬ 
fort, 111. 

Buyer: How long would it take 
to pay for this new car? 

Car Salesman: That depends on 
how much you can afford each 
month. 

Buyer: I guess I can manage 
$3.50 a month. 

Salesman: But, sir, that wouhj 

take you years and years! 

Buyer: So what? It’s worth it. 

Man: (to woman whose cap 
stalled:): Use your noodle, lady! 
Use your noodle! 

Woman: My goodness, where is 
it? I’ve pushed and pulled every¬ 
thing in the car! 

* * * 

“Well, Tommy, what did you 
learn your first day at school?” 

“Nothing, Mummy,” sighed Tom¬ 
my hopelessly. ‘Tve got to go back 
tomorrow.” 

* * * 

Patient: This is my first opera¬ 
tion and I’m terribly nervous. 

Young Surgeon: I know just how 
you feel. It’s my first, too. 

* * * 

Son: What is executive ability, 
father? 

Father: Executive ability, my 
boy, is the art of getting the credit 
for all the hard work somebody 
else does. 

° * 

“Jimmie,” said the teacher, 
“what is your greatest ambition?” 

Jimmie considered thoughtfully. 
“I think,” he said, “it is to wash 
my mother’s face.” 

my horse, Vick. Best of all I like ^ 
to sleigh ride but there is not much , 
snow down here in Southern Illinois. 
TC , i. , . . 1 Elinor Does Embroidery I formerly lived in Michigan where j 

youngest is 16 months. My hobbies 
are reading interesting books and 
collecting pictures of anything or 
one. —Julian Eugene Goldsmith, 
R. R. 1, Troy, 111. it really snows. | I am 13 years old and in the Freshman in Benton High 

I have a Holstein cow and a black , seventh grade at the Star School. | j am 14 years 0jd and a fresb_ 
dog named Tippy. I enjoy reading Pen j My hobbies are embroidery and going man jn Benton High School. I Muriel Raises Many Pets 
Pal letters but this is the first I have j to tbe movies. I have three b!0tbGrs ; weigb 121 lbs., have light brown I am a girl 14 years of age. My 
written. I attend Tygett School and j and twc sisters- I kke to write letters ^air and gray eyeSj an(j am 5 ft birthday is Feb. 23. I have blond 
am in the seventh grade. My teacher j anJ Wlb answer letters from boys 3 fa]j jjy bjrthday is May 15. ' curly hair and gray eyes. I weigh 
is Mr. Manninger. He’s a swell guy. ; an<^ 9ir^s 7 any a9e* Elinor Dunn, hobbies are reading and col- ; 100 lbs. My hobby is raising pets. 
I will answer all letters. Now Pen j Virden, 111. I iecting m0vie star pictures.—Mar- 11 love dogs, horses, and calves. I 
Pals, just write and see.—Charles 
Brasel, Jr., R. 2, Cobden, 111. 

+ + * 

Riding and Reading Girl 

I have brown hair and blue eyes. 
I am a girl of 11 years. I am 5 ft. 
3 in. tall. My birthday is Sept. 6. 

Lives on Ayrshire Farm 
cella Bullington, R. R. 3, Benton, 
111. 

have two dogs, Judy and Roxie. 
Judy is being trained to be a cattle 

I am a little boy eight years old. * * * j (j0g an(j Roxie is a play dog. I 
My hair is light brown and I have Raises Sheep in 4-H Club ) have 11 calves, but two are already 
dark brown eyes. I have a twin I I am 13 years old and am in the • cows. I named all of them. They 
sister, Joyce. I live on a dairy eighth grade. I am 5 ft. 2 in. tall are pure bred Brown Swiss. I live 
•farm. My father raises Ayrshires. and weigh 110 lbs. I have light on a 235-acre farm. I go to a 
I go to Dorr Hill School. There brown hair and light brown eyes. 

I am in the sixth grade. I go to Mt. are njne children in my school. I My birthday is August 17. I have. 
Morish School. My favorite hobbies 
are riding horses and reading books. 
Write to me, boys and girls. — 
Yvonne Crum, Palmyra, 111. 

♦ ★ ★ 

Belongs to 4-H Club 

I am a girl of 12. I am 4 ft. 9 in. 
tall and in the seventh grade of the 
Stanford Consolidated Grade School. 
I weigh 82 lbs. My hobbies are col¬ 
lecting stamps and riding my pony 
called Tricks. I have one brother 9 
years old named Keith. I also take 
music lessons. I belong to a 4-H club. 
I will answer all letters and ex¬ 
change pictures.—Mary Ellen Loeff- 
ler, R. R. 1, Stanford, 111. 

* * * 

Enjoys Motor-Boating 
I am a girl of 12 years old, but 

will be 13 on April 11. I have brown 
hair and blue eyes, weigh 105 lbs. 
am 5 ft. 1 in. tall, and am in the 
eighth grade. My hobbies are swim¬ 
ming, motor-boating and playing all 
outdoor games. I would like to have 
my mail box filled.—Barbara Bur¬ 
rows, R. R., Ellsworth, 111. 

It + + 

Virginia Collects Photographs 

I am 12 years old and my birth¬ 
day is Sept. 26. I am 5 ft. 1 in. 
tall. I have brown hair and dark eyes. 
I am in the seventh grade and go 
to a country school. In my school 
there are six pupils. I live on an 80 
acre farm. My hobbies are riding 
horses, playing baseball, and collect¬ 
ing photographs. I would like boys 
as well as girls to write to me. 

want lots of Pen Pals to write to two sisters. I live on a 200-acre 
me.—Jerry Petersen, R. F. D. 1, farm and I belong to the 4-H club 
Tiskilwa, 111. c/o Harold L. Peter- and take sheep as my project.— 
sen. - Doris Builta, R. R. E, Arrowsimth, 

* * * 111. 

Has Brown and White Pony 

This is my first Mariene Likes to Read 
letter to the Jun 

country school—East Dutch Hill. 
I like school. I will be waiting for 
my mail box to fill up.—Muriel 
Bollmeier, R. R. 1, Lenzburg, 111. 

Sewed Blue Ribbon Dress 
I am 5 ft. % in. tall and have 

gray eyes and blond hair. I am 
11 years old. I love to play the 

I am a girl 10 years old. I have ! piano. I weigh 116 lbs. We live on 
light brown hair and eyes. I am |a 100-acre farm. I live in a fam- 

ior REA News, jn sjxfb gra(3e. 1 gQ to Mount ily with two brothers. My birth- 

although I read Pleasant school. My teacher is j Jay is Sept. 8. I belong to the 

it all the time. I Miss Crawford. She is really very 4-H. This is my second year. I 
am 15, with light nice. My birthday is April 7. j made a dress and got blue ribbon, 
brown hair and 
gray eyes, 5 ft. 4 
in. tall, and 
weigh 119 lbs. 

I have four brothers and one sis- | My brothers and I go to Shiloh 
ter, Edmund, Raymond (in the , School. I am in the sixth grade. 
Navy), Helen, Clifford, and Da¬ 
vid, (baby brother). I live on a 

We live on a 90-acre farm. I have I^5*acre farm. My hobbies are 
a small brown and white pony. I raaJinS> sewing, swimming in the 
am a freshman in the Shelbyville summertime, and baseball. I write 

I to many Pen Pals. Now I would 

Brothers and’sister Are Married like other boys and ^irls to fil1 UP 
, , . 1 my mail box.—Marlene Heim, R. 
I am 13 years old. I have dark T„ 

•’ _ ^ „ R. 2, Galena, 111. 
brown hair, blue eyes, am 5 ft. 8 * * * 
in. tall, and weigh 130 lbs. I live ' PEN PALS Galley 2 
on a 60-acre farm. I have three Likes to Sew and Cook 
brothers and one sister. They arej j enjoy reading the Junior REA 
all married. I am all alone. My News very much, but this is the 
hobby is reading and riding horse¬ 
back.—Dowell Avis Curry, R. R. 1, 
Sesser, 111. 

first time I have written. I am 
14 years old and a freshman in high 
school. I have blue eyes and blond 
hair. My hobbies are writing, 
reading, and sports. I like to sew 
and cook.—Frances Van Vooren, R. 
R. 2, Box 240, Geneseo, 111. 

Sheep and Calf “Don’s” 4-H Pro¬ 

jects 

I am a little 4-H Club hoy want¬ 
ing to join your Pen Pal Club. I 
have sheep and a club calf. I go Loretta Likes Pete 
to a country school and like my I am 10 years old, have red 
teacher very much. I have blond hair and blue eyes. I weigh 72 j nier, R. 1, Lenzburg, 111. 
hair and blue eyes and am very lbs. I am in the fifth grade and j * * * 

I promise to answer all letters. I! good natured. I want Ibts of little am 4 ft. 6 in. tall. My birthday is I Harriet Has Many Pete 

would also like to have pictures of j boys and girls to write to me. My Dec. 4. I have two sisters. I like I I am 12 years old, in the seventh 
all.—Virginia Lee Jones, R. R. 4,! nickname is “Don”.—Norman Dean pets, too.—Loretta Buelto, R. R. 1,! grade at Hunt School. I am 5 ft. 
Carbon dale, BL Istayton, R. R. 2, Carlinville, 111. {Arrowsmith, 111. jtall, weigh 108 lbs., have dark 

I will answer all letters and ex¬ 
change pictures. — Barbara Jean 
Lutz, R. R. 1, Atwater, 111. 

* ★ ★ 
Mary Likes Radio 

I am 13 years old. My birthday 
is April 29. I have hazel eyes and 
blonde hair. I live in the country 
and go to a country school. I am 
in the eighth grade. I enjoy read¬ 
ing, writing, and listening to the 
radio.—Mary Helen Ihm, East Du¬ 
buque, 111. 

* * IT 

Stanley Likes Biking 
I am a boy of nine, weigh 72 lbs., 

am 4 ft. 7 in. tall. My birthday is 
July 14. I am in the fifth grade. 

There are 11 in my school and two 
in my class. I go to East Dutch 
Hill School. I have one sister six 

years old. Her name is Kathryn 
Ann. My hobbies are riding bicy¬ 
cle and reading.—Stanley C. Pan- 

WINTER STORM 
Ed. note: This poem was 

written for an English class at 
Carthage High School, where 
Anna Mae Vance is a junior. 
Anna Mae is a Junior REA 
member, her father being con¬ 
nected to the lines of Western 
Illinois Electric Cooperative, 
Carthage. Other Junior REA 
members are urged to send in 
any stories or poems they have 
written and would like to have 
printed. 

Get out the lanterns! 
Dust off the lamps! 
The electric current 
Has developed the cramps! 

Fire up the range, 
And prime the pumps! 
The electric current 
Is down in the dumps. 

No cold “refrig”, 
No radio news, 
Until R. E. A. 
Turns on the “juice”. 

Crank up the separator 
Hand milk the cows! 
’Tis a good thing 
We remember the “hows”! 

No use to pout 
Or growl at the wife. 
This electric current 
Should soon come to life! 

—by Anna Mae Vance 

blond hair and greenish-blue eyes. 
My birthday is Sept. 2. My hob¬ 
bies are riding horseback, reading, 
collecting movie star pitcures. I 
have a brown pony, a dog, a sheep, 

land three cats. I have one brother 
| and two sisters, Roy 22, Carol 14, 
and Lois, who has a baby boy.— 

i Harriet Lee, R. R. 1, St. Augus- 
j tine, 111. 

* * * 

| Has Two Bird Dogs 

I will be 13 years old on April 
11. I am in the eighth grade at 
Walltown School. It is a two- 
room school with about 50 pupils. 

There are five in the eighth grade. 
I have one brother, Jimmie, aged 
2, and a sister, Frances, aged 5. 

I have blond hair and blue eyes. 
I weigh 92 lbs. and am about 5 ft 

j2 in. tall. My hobbies are riding 
a bike, going to school, reading 

hooks, and writing. We have two 
bird dogs. My father works at a 
mine.—Eva Louise Jones, P. R. 
1, No. 87A, West Frankfort, 111. 
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TRI-COUNTY MEMBERS 

The “standing room only” sign 
was in order at the huge national 
Armory at Mt. Vernon during the 
ninth annual meeting of the Tri- 
County Electric cooperative when 
1500 persons crowded into the audi¬ 
torium to hear reports of their of¬ 
ficers and manager, and to inspect 
the elaborate displays of new elec¬ 
trical merchandise which lined 
both walls. 

When the meeting came to order, 
the invocation was asked by the 
Rev. Mr. W. W. Harvey, after 
which President Raymond Pitch- 
ford officially welcomed the mem¬ 
bers and their guests. 

He expressed his pleasure and 
gratitude at finding such a large 
attendance. Annual meeting time, 
he said, tested the interest of the 
members in their cooperative and 
the large crowd amply proved that 
Tri-County Electric’s members were 
keenly interested in the affairs of 
their co-op. 

Co-op Growing 
Reports by President Pitchford, 

Secretary-Treasurer C. Glenn Jones 
and Manager H. G. Downey testi¬ 
fied to the steady growth of uie 
cooperative, despite restrictions 
during the war years and the acute 
shortages of materials for construc¬ 
tion since V-J Day. 

In 1946, Manager Downey told 
the members, Tri-County Electric 
added 554 new members to 119 
miles of new lines to increase the 
total number from 3,138 to 3,692 
and the number of miles of lines 
from 985 to 1104. 

New lines were built by the co¬ 
op’s own construction crews, such 
“force account” building being more 
economical and more certain than 
if a contractor had been employed. 
Increasing costs for materials and 
the uncertainty of both labor and 
materials has discouraged electri¬ 
cal construction contractors from 
offering bids for building lines, 
Downey explained. 

New Construction 
With 300 miles of new line pro¬ 

posed during 1947, it will be neces¬ 
sary to have a contractor do part 
of the job, the manager explained. 
Present plans call for the co-op to 
build 150 miles and a contractor to 
build the other 150 miles. 

“We are establishing a construc¬ 
tion crew in each of the three 
counties we. serve to facilitate this 
new construction program,” Dow¬ 
ney reported. “A crew is now 
working in Jefferson county and 
another in Marion county. Within 
a short time a crew will be in op¬ 
era-ion in Washington county. Ma¬ 
terials for this new construction, 
with the exception of transformers, 
is arriving daily.” 

An engineering study disclosed 
that two new substations will be 
required to adequately serve the 
rapidly expanding distributing sys¬ 
tem, Downey said. Plans have been 
made to install one substation west 
of Nashville which will serve the 
west half of Washington county 
and the other substation near Alma 
will serve the northern half of 
Marion county. 

Office Improvements 
Greater efficiency in office pro¬ 

cedure has resulted from bringing 
the system maps up to date, 
through the installation of new Ad- 
dressograph equipment for main¬ 
taining a current mailing list, and 
new account numbers assigned 
have simplified the ledger and job 
order procedures, Downey revealed, 
crew work, the manager continued. 

All trucks were replaced with new 
ones of the latest design for line 
cr ew work, the manager continued. 
This was especially important be¬ 
cause it increased the efficiency of 
the line crews’ operations when un¬ 
usual difficulties plagued them. 

During the past year some lines 
went out of service with the first 
signs of moisture and the trouble 
was extremely hard to find, Dow¬ 
ney reported. Lightning occasion¬ 
ally strikes an insulator or cutout 
and cracks it in such a manner 
that the damage can not be seen 
from the ground. Such situations 
made it necessary for the linemen 
to climb every pole to search for 
the trouble. 

The Dareville area sufl ,'*d on 
three occasions during to* past 
year from such trouble, ©owney 
said, but the contributing condi¬ 
tions will be eliminated with the 
construction of additional lines 
south of Waltonville which will per- 
Bxit rearrangement of seetionaliz- 

Co-op Members Pack Mt. Vernon Armory Roger Bcsker Finds 
Co-op fob More 
Fun Than Urmy 

ROGER BAKER 

Roger Baker of Clayton, who 

served as a Master Sergeant in 
the Army, is an empolyee of 

Taxing even the capacity of the huge national Armory at Mt. Vernon, the largest crowd in the history 
of Tri-County Electric displayed a keen interest in the affairs of their co-op and in the exhibit of new elec¬ 
tric appliances and equipment by local dealers which lined both walls of the auditorium. More than 1500 
attended. 

ing devices to provide better ser¬ 
vice. 

Plan Meter Tests 

Other plans for 1947 include a 
program for field testing all meters 
and a systematic program of tree 
trimming and tree removal, Dow¬ 
ney announced. To further im¬ 
prove the efficiency of line crew 
operations, two-way radio commu¬ 
nications equipment will be in¬ 
stalled in the co-op’s trucks. This 
will permit maintaining constant 
communication between the office 
and the fleet of trucks, especially 
helpful in reducing the time of out¬ 
ages during severe storms when re¬ 
pair crews can be directed to the 
source of trouble wiahout having 
to drive many extra miles to find a 
rural telephone. 

Manager Downey introduced Miss 
Joan Cameron, assistant editor of 
the Illinois REA News, who dis¬ 
cussed the important part women 
are playing in the REA program 
and the benefits electricity brings 
to the farm homemaker. 

She urged the women members 
to seek full information about the 
latest electrical merchandise avail¬ 
able on the market and to select 
with care the appliances they can 
afford over a period of time in or¬ 
der to get “first things first.” 

She stressed the importance of 
installing a water system ahead of 
other labor-saving electrical ap- 
TRI COUNTY—Galley 2 
pliances, observing that the aver¬ 
age farm wife must carry 38,000 
pounds of water a year from an 
outside pump, handle over three 
tons of wet wash and spent a full 
month’s time doing laundry with¬ 
out the benefits of a complete wa¬ 
ter system and laundry appliances. 

Guests Introduced 

Among the guests introduced 
were Oren Hertz, farm adviser of 
Washington county; Manager 
Owen Chaney of Wayne-White 
Electric; Manager Ray Holt and 
President R. V. Blaeklock of Egyp¬ 
tian Electric; Manager Joseph Hei- 
mann of Clinton County Electric; 
William Gott, area manager, and 
W. E. Tharp, manager, and Harold 
Hafelij rural supervisor, Illinois 
Power Company; C. W. Crawford, 
•manager, Elmo Oates, line fore¬ 
man, and Fred Holleman, staking 
supervisor, Clay County Electric; 
A. D. Mueller, editor, Illinois REA 
News; Ed. Jerrels, Graybar Elec¬ 
tric Company; and Howard Hough, 
Westinghouse Electric Supply Com¬ 
pany. 

NEWS FROM 

Menard 
Petersburg, lU. 

A. E. BECKER, Mgr. 

Adams Electric cooperative who finds 
his work as apprentice, lineman a 
pleasant change from the gurelling 
assignments he had overseas while 
attached to a general hospital in the 
Medical Corps. 

Baker enlisted several months be- 
j fore the sneak attack on Pearl Har- 
! bor and took his basic training at 
. Fort Sheridan, headquarters of the 

Sixth Service Command. Later he 
served at Camp Ellis and went over- 

| seas in July, 1944, landing in England 
i where he worked at a general hos¬ 
pital in preparation to moving over 
the channel after the invasion of con¬ 
tinental Europe. His outfit moved in 
behind the invading Allied troops and 

j established hospital sites where the 
j wounded were treated after being 
! brought back from advanced hospitals 
i and from which they were returned 
i to England for further convalescence 
j before being shipped home. 

Sergeant Baker moved with his oui- 
fit acrbSs France, Luxembourg and 

j into Germany. He returned more 
Believed to be the first REA co-op annual meeting ever broadcast quickly, however, having been select- 

over a frequency modulation (FM) radio station, the speaker’s stand at | ed to fly back to the United States 

^ ^ear.ly hid™n by of where he landed at Wilmington, Del- Radio Station YYMIX, Peering over the top is Manager H. G. Downey, . f 
a , [ 

shown during a pause in his report to the members. aware just four years and a day after 
he had enlisted. From this port of air 
debarkation, he was moved to Camp 
Kilmer near New Brunswick, New 

Manager A. E. Becker at a meet- | building the two sections proposed, 
ing March 11, at Shiloh Church ! it was necessary to submit maps 
This meeting was attended by 95 | showing the location of the pro- Jersey, for processing and back to 
signed members and prospective posed lines, the names of all ap¬ 

plicants, right-of-way, and the 
amount of materials needed. It 
was only on the basis of your sign¬ 
ed membership applications that 
these loans were made available. 

members waiting for REA service 
in the vicinity t1 Shiloh Church, 
located six miles west of Virginia. 

Facts presented at this meeting 
are applicable to all areas where 
new extensions are to be built. 

Severe Restrictions 

It has been the objective of 
your board of directors and Man¬ 
ager A. E. Becker, to extend the 
service of Menard Electric cooper- | which held up production, that Is 

H ‘ 6 area .t0 every farm-j which reld up production, that is 

Fort Sheridan for his terminal fur¬ 
lough before being discharged last 
October. 

Before entering service, Baker was 
graduated from Clayton High School 

ago. 

stead it proposes to serve. 
Prior to the war these exten¬ 

sions could be made and 

Upon approval of the applications i and attended Gem City Business Gol¬ 
fer loans, orders were placed for lege in Quincy for a full academic 
material. In many instances these He is married to the former 

I orders were placed 18 to 24 months I D .. vm r- u n , Kuth c-llen Campbell whose parents, 
'^Mr. and Mrs. Orie Campbell, are 

members of the Adams Electric co-op 
near Clayton. 

‘‘After being away in the Army so 
long, I wanted to work close to 
home. Baker related in explaining 

It is the delay in getting this ma- 

eausing you to have to wait. You 
can rest assured your Cooperative 

. . , , , were , is nuking every effort to speed up 
made to approximately ^ farms 'n delivery and thus get enough ma-,, , k 

the eight counties served. Sever- tcria] on hand to hold a Iettl f ; how he happened to secure his job 

   ^ *- 4-t" With the co-op. "One day I walked 
into the office here and asked Mr. 
Searls, the manager, for a job. I 
got one, and I’ve been working here 
and enjoying my work since. I 
started as a storeroom work order 
clerk and hope to work up so that 
I’ll know REA work all the way 

sions at the earliest time possible. 
To reduce the time before work 

al months before to the start of i . 
Tier iJ TTT TT ^ The contract to build these exten- YVorld War II certain restrictions 
were imposed. This served to cur- 
tai! the extension of lines other | ca~~ ^"Yhe fines Tr'T being 
than those already in a construe-j measured and staked; hed 

tion contract underway. brush and trees are being c,eared 

During the war limited exten- , along rights-of-way. Material has 
sions were made under WPB pri- been coming in for several months 
ority ratings. It being necessary, now and several warehouses have through.” 
to qualify through U-l applica- | been leased for storage. Pole yards 
tions, although this permitted a j have been leased at Mason City, 

Members Awaiting Service 
NOTE: Recently the manage¬ 

ment of your Cooperative author¬ 
ized the mailing of the Illinois 
REA News to all members waiting 
for service. It is the belief of 
Manager Becker and the directors 
that each member can thus be 
kept informed of what is being 
done to speed up the job of bring¬ 
ing Cooperative service to them. 

The following information has 
been compiled from remarks by 

limited number of extensions, it j Beardstown, Gurney, Petersburg, 
was only after the war that a new | and Buffalo to store the 9,500 
program could be developed. This i poles needed to complete the job. 
expansion program, known as the Indications are quite favorable 
post-war area coverage program, | that a contract bid-letting can be 
has for its objective the bringing! held within 90 days and construc- 
of REA Cooperative service to all ! tion started so that work can be 
unserved farms, whether on exist¬ 
ing fines or some distance off the 
fines. In some instances this dis¬ 
tance is at least 5,000 feet from the 
existing line. 

The regular minimum bi¬ 
monthly rate $6.56, (which 
pays for 80 KWH) will apply 
to all farm premises connect¬ 
ed under this post-war pro¬ 
gram, the next 80 KWH will 
cost 4e per KWH. and the 
next 240 KWH at 2*4c per 
KWH; all over 400 KYYH used 
in the bi-monthly period are 
figured at l%c per KWH. 

Requests For Loans 
In making application t-o the 

Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion for loans to cover the cost of 

well along by late fall. 
It has taken careful planning, en¬ 

ergy, and perseverance to get as 
much accomplished as has been 
done so far. Considerable credit 
is due a great majority of our 
singed-up members who have real¬ 
ized the situation and are willing 
to be patient until such time as 
their premises can be electrified. 
It is the loyalty of this group that 
gives impetus to our effort to get 
all the material on hand to com¬ 
plete the job as soon as possible. 

We all are just as interested in 
getting the work completed and 
service to your farms as you are 
to have it. 

Thanks For A Good Job 
Much credit is due the commit¬ 

tee members who arranged the 
meeting for Cooperative members 
at Shiloh Church last month. They 
were Donald Bierhaus, chairman; 
John Carls, George Dour, and 
George Maurer. Tanks too, to the 
ladies who arranged for and serv¬ 
ed the coffee and sandwiches at 
the close of the meeting. 

Your cooperative was represent¬ 
ed at the meeting by President 
Henry B. Colby, and Directors Au- 
dace Herzberger, E. Clyde Lewis 
and Wm. H. Montgomery; Mana¬ 
ger A. E. Becker; Harry A. House- 
worth, and Fred E. Darr. 

Spokane Tour 

Last call for making reservations 
on special low rate REA tour t® 
Spokane and return via YY'est Coast 
—Grand Canyon. Mail to Illinois- 
Spokane Tour, Northern Pacific 
Railway, 73 E. Jackson Blvd., Chi¬ 
cago, 111. 

Illinois has 11,000 saw milis. 
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Farming Nay Be Fun Bui Jim 
Knaeble Prefers A Rodeo Show 

When Jim Knaeble was a tiny 
baby, he liked horses. By the time 
he was five years old he could ride his 
pony with dashing confidence, and 
before his tenth birthday, he had ac¬ 
quired something of a reputation as a 
horseman in the vicinity of his farm 
home near East Dubuque. 

Jim wasn’t content, however, just 
to be a good rider. Living on the 
farm with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Edward Knaeble, and his younger 
sister, Geraldine, Jim had his share 
of the chores to do in addition to his 
schoolwork, but he found time to 
spend hour upon hour training his 
mount, teaching it to do special tricks 
and to respond instantly to his every 
command. He became such an expert 
at handling horses that while still in 
his early teens Jim helped neighbors 
break in their horses and he had occa¬ 
sion frequently to demonstrate to 
stubborn animals who was the master. 

Farm life appealed to Jim and the 
benefits electricity brought several 
years ago by the Jo-Carroll Electric 
cooperative at Elizabeth helped make 
milking cows easier with a machine, 
pumped water under pressure into 
drinking cups in the barn, added the 
pleasures and conveniences of hot 
water, a radio, refrigerator, stove, and 
other labor saving appliances to the 
house, but Jim found his interests far 
more centered in horses than in the 
routine operations of a dairy farm. 
He continued to spend every spare 
moment riding or training his horse. 

Three years ago Jim decided to 
enter the riding contests at the Silver 
Acres 4-H Club fair in Dubuque. He 
was 15 then and the idea of appear¬ 
ing before a crowd held little terror 
for him if he could be with his horse, 
showing others what it would do for 
him., 

So Jim entered the fair. And he 
came away with the greater share of 
the prizes and awards. But he 
brought back more than a handful of 
blue ribbons from that initial appear¬ 
ance before an appreciative audience. 
Jim decided he wanted to join a rodeo 
show. So he did. 

The Clyde Miller Rodeo was hold¬ 
ing a contest at Waterloo, Iowa, and 
Jim took his horse and went into the 
competition. Competing against older 
and more experienced riders, he 
emerged with third place honors after 
demonstrating his skill as a trick rider, 
bareback and at bronco busting. He 
knew then that he was qualified for 
public appearances. 

The next summer Jim joined the 
George Adams Rodeo show from 
Cloverdale, Indiana, and traveled 
with it on tour, riding bucking horses, ; 
roping calves, giving demonstrations ! 
with his bull whip, a deadly instru- | 
ment he has mastered with such skill i 
that he can cut a piece of paper to 
ribbons at several paces while another 
person holds it in his hands. He can, 1 

in addition, remove a cigargette from 
the mouth of a partner with a single 
crack of his whip. 

His rodeo tour took him through 
home for the fall opening of school j 

only to learn that shortly after his 
departure the show arena burned a 
few minutes after 10,000 children had 
enjoyed a thrilling afternoon per¬ 
formance. 

That was a close one,” Jim, who 
has had many "dose ones” in his 
stunt riding, commented. ‘Tm glad 
none of those kids got hurt; it might 
have spoiled things for me if I knew 
that kids got hurt having fun at a 
rodeo show,” this 18-year-old rider 
said. 

In Sept., 1945 Jim acquired a new 
horse. He was in a carload shipment 
from New Mexico which arrived at 
Maquokata, Iowa, and the horse deal¬ 
er thought so little of him that be sold j 
the animal for only $17.50 to one of 
West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Ohio, | 
and across Michigan into Canada. 
He left the show in Canada to return 
Jim’s neighbors. Jim bought him for 
even less. He named his "Chico” and 
set out to train him. 

In less than four months, Chico and 

Jim were a synchronized wilt. The 
endless hours of training, the day 
after day of patient, kindly treatment 
from Jim made Chico his fast and de¬ 
voted friend and Chico did every¬ 
thing he could to please. 

When Jim says, "Kneel, Chico,” 
the horse obediently drops down; 
“Dead—play dead, Chico,” from Jim, 
and the animal rolls over slowly on 
his side and becomes completely inert 
and lifeless. Then Jim can roll him on 
over on his back and sit astride him, 
much as one boy might sit on another 
to make him holler “Unde” and 
give up. 

Chico will acknowledge introduc¬ 
tions or ignore strangers exactly ac¬ 
cording to Jim’s comments to' him. 
"Do you know this fellow?” Jim will 
ask and Chico vigorously shakes his 
head. "But I want you to meet him, ’ 
•Jim will insist. With formal introduc¬ 
tions made, Chico nods his head up 
and down and whinnies and at Jim’s 
suggestion, will hold his hoof up tc 
"shake hands” with his new acquaint¬ 
ance. 

These "parlor” tricks are, of course, 
in addition to all the standard rodeo 
training which makes Chico a re¬ 
sponsive and spirited horse when he 
and his master are performing before 
an excited audience in the grand¬ 
stands. He rears up on his hind legs 
and paws the air, gallops at top 
speed and pulls up suddenly, pivoting 
on his backs' legs to dash off in an¬ 
other direction; he carries Jim along 
at top speed while Jim rolls beneath 
him, rides standing upright, or per¬ 
haps leans over and snatches a ban¬ 
dana from the ground at full gallop. 

"The farm’s all right during the 
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year, but when summer comes, Chico 
and I will be back in a rodeo again,” 
Jim promises. "Just imagine, a fellow 
over in Dubuque offered me $500 for 
Chico a few weeks ago . . . why, 
he couldn’t buy him for a million!” 

Editor’s Note: Since this story 
was written Jim Knaeble has en¬ 
tered the Armed Forces. We hope 
he was assigned to the cavalry. 

The modern Belgian horse is a 
descendant of the Flemish horse, 
which was used by the Roman ar¬ 
mies. 

ARE KILOWATTS MAKING MONEY FOR 
YOU AND YOUR CO-OP ASSOCIATION? 

Clip cows regularly to prevent 
dirt from clinging to long hair on 
flanks and udders. 

About 10 people lose their live0 

every day as a result of home fires. 

If you belong to an RErt. co-op you 

have a double interest in electric ser-* 

vice. First, you are interested in it for 

the good it can do for you. Then, if 

you are a good co-op member, and 
particularly if you are a director, you 

must be interested in the business wel¬ 
fare of your Association. Being inter¬ 
ested in the business means keeping it 
“uot of the red” and helping it to 
earn a little extra pay for upkeep and 
replacements, to render better service 
and ultimately, lower rates. 

As a user you want all of the con¬ 
venience and pleasure you can get 
from electric service at the lowest pos¬ 
sible cost. Perhaps you keep an eye 

Rodeo Shows Present Jim and Chico 

on the meter so you will not use more 
than your monthly minimum. 

As part owner of an electric dis-< 
tribution system you are faced with 
the necessity of building up revenue 
so you can keep business going- 
make ends meet, pay bills, and maiii'* 
tain service. 

There is no magic wand, the wav¬ 
ing of which will keep your personal 
bill down and your Association’s in¬ 
come up. What then is the answer? 
If there is no Royal Road, it is a case 
of shouldering the load and going 
down the road that is available to you. 
That road is "increased use of the 
service.” 

Obviously you and your neighbors 
are not going to use a lot of electric-; 
ity just to “help the Association.” St 
should not be a philanthropic enter¬ 
prise. But there are ways of using 
electricity profitably on the farm. Do 
not accept this statement but seek the 
proof for yourself in the record books 
of farmers who have tried it. 

Of course the fact that Bill §mith 
makes money with an electric hotbed 
does not necessarily mean that John 
Jones, whose conditions are different, 
will also make money that way. Pos¬ 
sibly he will make it with an electric 
brooder, or an electric water system 
may serve him enough to care for 
more cows. 

There is one sound way for you to 
build business for your Association. 
Do it on the basis that when you sell 
a kilowatt-hour to yourself the use of 
that electricity will make you a profit. 
The profit may be measured in cash, 

; in better living for health, in savings, 
1 in labor or other valuable commodities, 
. or in more and better products pro- 
, duced. 
j Make an effort to find out what 
; will produce that profit. It cannot be 
; done over night or by attending one 
■ demonstration or by reading over a 
i list of possible uses. 

Learning to use electricity profitably 
; is a process requiring time and work. 
The best fellow to try this process on 

| is yourself. The way to try it is to 
list what you are spending money for 
—coal oil, gasoline, engine repairs, 
feed grinding, ice, tomato plants, cod- 
liver oil, fruit storage, coal, meat 
spoilage, battery charging, doctor 
bills, labor—and then figure how much 
of that money you might save or how 
much better you could do the job by 
using electricity. It may surprise you. 
If you find that it would be good 
business for you to use more electric¬ 
ity, it might also be good business for 
your neighbors, and that will help to 
keep your REA cooperative solvent 
and useful. (Electricity on the Farm.) 

RODEO SHOWS AND TRICK RIDING appeal far more to Jim Knaeble, who lives on an REA-served 
farm near East Dubuque, than does the routine of helping his parents operate a dairy farm. Jim does both, 
however, attending school and helping his dad from fall until spring, but when summer comes, he and his 
horse “Chico” will be back again performing before shouting, excited crowds at rodeo shows. Here Jim is in his 
“show clothes” potting Chico through a few of the tricks he taught him during the endless hours the two spend 
together in preparation for next seasons show. 

Illinois orignally had 15 million 
acres of timber, but that has now 
decreased to about 3,400,000 acres. 

About two-thirds of the annual 
cash farm income of Illinois 
farms comes from livestock and 
livestock products. 

There are about 305 natural lakes 
in Illinois. 
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1500 ATTEND NINTH 
ANNUAL MEETING OF 
EGYPTIAN COOPERATIVE 

A record crowd estimated at 

1500 overflowed the Steelville high 

school gymnasium for the ninth 

annual meeting of the Egyptian 

Electric cooperative. Those who 

could not find seats were enter¬ 
tained at a motion picture in the 
local theatre which accomodated 
last year’s meeting. 

Increased membership interest 
in the co-op’s affairs, the rapidly 
expanding construction of new 
lines and a determination to carry 
forward the program of complete 
area coverage in the face of grow¬ 
ing opposition, was cited by Presi¬ 
dent R. V. Blaeklock as the princi¬ 
pal reasons for the largest attend¬ 
ance in the cooperative’s history. 

In his report, President Black- 
lock told the members that unpre¬ 
dictable increases in cost of ma¬ 
terials and labor had discouraged 
contractors from bidding on con¬ 
struction of new lines and the co¬ 
op, therefore, had chosen to build 
lines with its own construction 
crews. 

New Lines Completed 

During the past year the co-op 
built 184 miles of new line to take 
service to 700 new members, in¬ 
creasing the total members con¬ 
nected from 1725 to 2425, Manager 
Raymond S. Holt disclosed in his 
report. An additional 50 miles of 
line is currently under construc¬ 
tion, he said. 

An application is on file with 
REA for an additional allocation 
of $500,000 which will be used to 
bulid 220 miles of line to connect 
afnother 491 members, to provide 
for converting all existing 2-phase 
lines to 3-phase, to increase the 
capacity of the Bremen and Car- 
bondale substations from 750 KVA 

Directors of Electric Co-op MEETING— 
(From Page One) 

Serving as officers and directors of Egyptian Electric cooperative, Steelville, seated, left to right: Har¬ 
ry Sickmeyer, Campbell Hill, secretary-treasurer; John I. Pyatt, Pickneyville, vice president; R. V. Black- 
lock, Vergennes, president; Theodore Kueker, Campbell Hill. Standing, from left, George Pape, Jacob; Ed. 
Stellhorn, Evansville; Frank Easdale, Coulterville; Louis Dietz, DeSoto, directors, and Manager Raymond 
S. Holt, Steelville. 

the revenue per mile to $12.46, all 
for farm use. , 

Adequate Revenue 

Holt explained that the co-op’s 
revenue was not as high as some 
of the other REA co-ops in Illinois 
because it did not furnish power 
to industrial plants to the same 
degree. 

.Revenue must be $9 per mile to 
be adequate to meet all operating 
overhead, meet interest and prin¬ 
cipal payments to the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration, estab¬ 
lish reserves for depreciation and | 
provide for emergencies, the man¬ 
ager explained. 

With an average revenue per 
mile of $12.46 and higher per-mile 
revenue anticipated as more and 
more electrical appliances and 
equipment are put into service by 
the members, the co-op can look 
forward to the future with confi¬ 
dence that it can meet its obliga¬ 
tions and expand its services to 
connect more members, Holt said. 

He praised the diligence of the 
directors of the co-op who devoted 
their time to the work of estab- 

From a few hundred last year who crowded into the small theater 
at Steelville, the crowd of members attending the annual meeting this 
year could not be accomodated in the large gymnasium of the high 
school. Some of the overflow' crowd is shown here waiting while ar¬ 
rangements were made for more seats inside. 

fcive employing a Power Use Ad¬ 
viser to carry out an ambitious 
program of increased service to 

REA members, correlate activities 
of educational, agricultural and 
technical agencies in helping rural 
people make better use of electri¬ 
city, and conducting a program of 
public relations in the co-op area. 

A thorough discussion of the 
state safety and job training pro¬ 
gram was followed by the adop¬ 
tion of a resolution to invite the 
state Association to name three 
directors to serve on the Safety 
Committee. Proposed basic changes 
in the program were studied and 
the managers acted to recommend 
such changes be effected at an 
early date. 

NRECA Visitor 

I The group heard a brief talk by 
: Lawrence C. Meyer, newly appoint- 
j ed national safety engineer who 
| will represent, the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative association in 
its nation-wide safety program 
and assist in correlating the work 
of the several state safety instruc¬ 
tors. Meyer is on the safety staff 
of the Employes Mutual Insur¬ 
ance Co. of Wisconsin. 

A. D. Mueller, editor of the Illi¬ 
nois REA News, was asked to 
make a detailed confidential re¬ 
port of his recent trip to Wash¬ 
ington with a committee of the 
State Association which called on 
Illinois members of Congress to 
urge adequate future loan author¬ 
izations be allowed the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration. 

Complaints were registered 
about the amount of time which 
elapses in getting replies to com- 

| munications to the Washington 
j headquarters of REA. A resolu- 
iton was adopted calling this un¬ 
satisfactory situation to the atten¬ 
tion of REA Administration Wic- 
kard and Deputy Administrator 
Neal and urging that steps be taken 
to remedy it. 

A lengthy discussion of labor 
situations in the various co-ops 
culminated with the opinion that 
union labor should be willing to 
work under the supervision of a 
non-union foreman who would be 
classified in a managerial-type 
position on the co-op staff. 

ILLINOIS REA NEWS- 
(From Page One) 

MGR. RAYMOND S. HOLT credits plan whereby the equity 
of each member in the co-op 

to 2000 KVA, and to erect two new ! WOuld be established on the books 
substations having a combined .was given by E. C. Collier, field 

ed by women in the REA coopera- the ballot. The three directors 
tive program. elected were offered without alter- 

She quoted figures from a re- nate choice by the nominating 
cent survey to point out that farm committee. 
women have been found to be A. E. Becker, coordinator of the 
worth $69,000 to their husbands as Association of Illinois Electric co- 

lishing policy and transacting; a partner in the job of operating operatives, spoke briefly to bring 1 cates held by the Illinois coopera- 
business with a commendable dis- a farm. While she admitted that the greetings of the association to tives 
play of loyalty during the past it was doubtful if a farm wife the members and to discuss the ' 
year. j could collect this sum in cash, she work of the statewide organiza- 

Other Speakers | advocated that they insist upon tion. 

A brief discussion of the capital ! imerest at 6 percent, or $4,- Among the guests introduced 
140, and that it be spent over a were: President Vincent Albers 
period of years for labor-savin 

capacity of 1450 KVA. This in¬ 
crease in substation capacity will 
bring the total to 3450 KVA, Man¬ 
ager Holt computed. 

The improvement program is in 
conformity with recommendations 
made by the co-op’s consulting en¬ 
gineers working with Alexander 
E. Puls, REA field engineer, Holt 
said, following recently completed 
system study. 

Materials of all kinds in suffici¬ 
ent quantities are in the co-op’s 
warehouses and yards t-o complete 
another 200 miles of new lines and 
additional materials on order, if 
.delivered on schedule, will make 
possible carrying the program 
along for the next two years, the 
manager disclosed. 

Two-Way Communications 
With 47 regular and part-time 

employees in the field, a two-way 
radio communications system is 
needed to coordinate the work of 
the outside crews, Holt explained, 
and the co-op will install such a 
system in the near future. 

It will permit maintaining con¬ 
stant communication with all 
trucks and avert needless miles of 
driving to rural telephones to re¬ 
ceive instructions from headquar¬ 
ters and will be particularly valu¬ 
able during emergencies when 
storms may damage telephone 
lines, the manager pointed out. 

Last year Egyptian Electric co¬ 
operative purchased 3,061,660 KWH 
and sold 2,347,541 KWH to its 
members, Holt enumerated. The 

representative of REA’s manage¬ 
ment division. 

In his address, Everett R. 
Brown of REA’s applications and 
loans division, stressed the differ¬ 
ence between REA cooperatives 
and REA, the government agency. 
He pointed out that the enemies 
of the rural electrification pro¬ 
gram endeavor to confuse the gen¬ 
eral public by leading them to be¬ 
lieve that the Government is in 
the electric utility- business. 

“To suggest that the Govern¬ 
ment owns the distribution lines 
of your > REA cooperative is en¬ 
tirely wrong and those who are 
opposed to your program really 
know it,” Brown declared. 

*The. Government merely pro- 

were: 
and Manager Joseph Hienmann of 

electric appliances and equipment clinton County Electric; H. G. 
to make farm homemaking easier. Downey, manager of Tri-Counties 

“Usually when there is a choice Electric; Owen Chaney, manager 
betwe'en whether to buy a new 0f Wayne-White Electric; Ran- 
tractor or piece of machinery or dolph Sickmeyer, former director 
something for the home, such as of the Egyptian co-op, and A. D. 
an electric water system, deep- Mueller, editor <^f the Illinois REA 
freeze locker, washing machine or News. 
refrigerator, the decision is in j ^ ;  
favor of the tractor or machniery,” SPECIAL SPOKANE— 

(From Page One) 
Miss Cameron asserted. “But to 
raise the standard of living on the 
farm, this trend must be reversed ed rail tour through the 
until at least the farm wife has j West. * 

[ equally as much invested in labor- 
j saving equipment for her part of 
the job!” 

Miss Cameron then discussed 
the services of the .Women’s De¬ 
partment of the statewide publi¬ 
cation, asked her listeners to feel popular interest ,and a full day in 
free to write to her for patterns, j the Grand Canyon. 

Tririoa Trr,,, wifh a monnc fnr PamPhlets’ and helpful literature ' Howard M. Hauskins, travel pas- vides you with a _ means for bor-| for making farm homemaking eas-j genger agent of the Northern Pa¬ 

cific, will personally conduct the 
tour. He has urged that reserva- 

A resolution was adopted by the j tions be made as early as possible 

Side trips include visits to the 
copper mines of Montana, the Bre¬ 
merton naval base at Seattle, ex¬ 
cursions in San Francisco and 
Los Angeles with visits to Holly¬ 
wood studios and other points of 

rowing funds and you own your ier and more fun 

cooperative. A farmer owns a 
farm, has the deed to it, yet may 

Other Business 

owe his banker money protected members to change the date of 
by a mortgage—nevertheless, he is , t^g annual meeting to August of 
the owner of his farm and the each year, the next regular meet- 
banker could not tell him how to ing to be in August of 1948. This 
run his affairs. REA merely holds would permit holding the meeting 
the mortgage on your coopera- out of doors. 
tive,” the speaker pointed out. | A motion was approve"’ to 5n- 

“You members are not stock' crease the allowance to the direc- Q gcott Northern Pacific Rail- 
holders, you actually control your tors for each board meeting from way jackson Blvd. Chicago, 
own cooperative and you must con- ! $3 to $5 to compensate them for 
tinue to work together to carry! out-of-pocket expenses incidental 

so that Pullman cars can be as¬ 
signed well in advance of the 
train’s departure from Union Sta¬ 
tion, Chicago, the night of April 
19. Full particulars, including 
fare of various accommodations 
can be obtained by writing to F. 

out your program of area cover¬ 
age so that every farmer in your 

to their work. 
Directors re-elected to a three- 

oo-op community will some day | year term vrere Ed Stellhorn of 
! Evansville, John T. Pyatt of Pinck- 
J neyville and Louis Dietz of DeSoto. 
! Harry Colvis of Chester nomin- 

have service,” Brown said. 
Women’s Program 

Expressing her pleasure at find- 
difference of 614,119 KWPI repre- j ing “so many millions of dollars j ated Edward Hollman of Chester 
sents the loss of energy incurred worth of women” at the meeting, as a candidate for director, des- 
in distributing it. Average con- Miss Joan Cameron, assistant edi- cribing his qualifications from the 
sumption increased during the year tor of the Illinois REA News, em- | floor and Hollman received 66 votes 
to 93 KWH per member to bring phasized the important part play- through a write-in of his name on 

Milk, after being drawn, should 

be cooled in winter just as in 

warm summer weather. Prompt 

cooling prevents growth of bac¬ 

teria. 

The mangel was considered a 

descendant of the chard, which 

was used as a vegetable by the 

Greeks in 300 B. C. 

This information was given to 
Manager Thomas at Madison who 
suggested that to facilitate the 
cash redemption, the Illinois coop¬ 
eratives assign their certificates to 
the state association. Such assign¬ 
ments were promptly made. 

A short time later, however, 
WEC’s President William Owen 
advised a representative of the 
Illinois association that the Wis¬ 
consin board was “not inclined” at 
the time to make a formal request 
to the St. Paul bank for approval 
to redeem the Illinois co-op’s stock 
certificates in cash. He indicated 
that further action might be taken 
by the Wisconsin board “toward 
the end of the year.” „ 

No Further Word 
The Illinois REA News was sep¬ 

arated from the Wisconsin coop¬ 
erative on September 1, 1946, and 
has since been published by the 
Association of Illinois Electric co¬ 
operatives. 

Taking into consideration that 
the Wisconsin board acted in good 
faith when it moved on March 27, 
1946, to redeem the stock certifi¬ 
cates issued and accepting the 
word of the St. Paul bank that it 
would approve such cash redemp¬ 
tion, the Illinois board voted to 
send Vice President Everett Read 
and Editor A. D. Mueller to Madi¬ 
son with full power to represent 
the Association in a further effort 
to obtain a cash refund. 

Read and Mueller were instruct¬ 
ed to make a full report of their 
negotiations with the Wisconsin 
officials at the next regular meet¬ 
ing of the Illinois statewide board. 

Hay forms the basis of the barn 

rationed to more than one million 

Illinois dairy cows during six or 
seven months of the year. 

Approximately 4,000 acres of 

Illinois land are planted annually 

to cotton, principally in Alexan¬ 

der and Pulaski counties. 


