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Wickard's Annual 
Report Shows Big 

Demanr for Funds 

Illinois Rankv> High In Funds 
Allocated And Advanced 

In 1946 

REA loan allocations totaled $290- 
Million during the fiscal year of 1946, 
double the amount of any previous 
year, but new loan applications 
poured into REA so fast that the 
backlog had increased to $208-Mil~ 
lion by the beginning of the 1947 fis¬ 
cal year, according to the annual re¬ 
port to Congress made by REA Ad¬ 
ministrator Claude R. Wickard. 

The detailed report, which filled 
37 printed pages including tables and 
charts, emphasized the determination 
of more farmers to obtain electricity. 
A major development cited was the 
increased use of power during the 
year by members already served by 
REA borrowers. 

In some sections of the country the 
increase in power use was so great 
that existing facilities became inade¬ 
quate and additional or re-designed 
plant and equipment became vitally 
necessary. 

Illinois Co-ops 
Illinois ranked seventh in the na¬ 

tion in the total funds allocated, $32,- 
792,803, but was in fiifth place in 
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MANY REA MEMBERS 
INDICATE INTEREST 
IN TRIP TO SPOKANE 

Scores of requests for information 
about the special low-rate train trip 
to Spokane for the NRECA conven¬ 
tion and return via California and 
the Grand Canyon, have been re¬ 
ceived by the Chicago office of the 
Northern Pacific railway, indicating 
an unprecedented interest in the tour 
by Illinois REA members. 

First given the stamp of official ap¬ 
proval by the Illinois state association, 
the tour on the Northern Pacific will 
also include delegates and REA co-op 
members from Iowa who will join the 
Illinois special train at St. Paul for 
the remainder of the journey to Spo¬ 
kane where the National Rural Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative association conven¬ 
tion opens April 22. 

For approximately $50 more than 
the round-trip fare to Spokane, the 
special tour will include sight-seeing 
tours in Montana enroute and at Seat¬ 
tle, San Francisco, Los Angeles and 
She Grand Canyon on the return trip. 

A folder giving details of the trip, 
including fares for various types of 
accommodations ranging from upper 
berth to a drawing room, may be ob¬ 
tained without obligation by address¬ 
ing Illinois-Spokane Tour, in care of 
F. G. Scott, Northern Pacific Rail¬ 
way, 73 East Jackson Blvd., Chicago 
4, Illinois. All REA members in 
Illinois are eligible to make the trip. 

“Illinois Breakfast” 
Again Being Planned 
For NRECA Convention 

Plans to hold the traditional “Il¬ 
linois Breakfast” have been launched 
early this year to assure the full at¬ 
tendance of top REA officials and 
other prominent visitors attending the 
national convention .in Spokane. 

G. Wayne Welsh, president of the 
statewide, has opened correspondence 
with the management of Hotel Daven- 
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An Open Letter To 
Congressman John W. Taber 

Hon. John W. Taber, Chairman 
Committee on Appropriations 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 
Your mimeographed statement of January 21 and your 

earlier statements on the Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion have been studied with great interest by the Associ¬ 
ation of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 

We are pleased to note that you are interested only in 
the facts concerning the rural electrification program and 
that you are not opposed to loan authorizations for the 
Rural Electrification Administration provided a need for 
such authorizations is clearly shown. 

In your judgment, according to your statements, 
appropriations have been made to the REA on a basis 
three times larger than the Agency has been able to 
spend in the last two years. 

In order to properly and 
discrepancy between the 
sums authorized and sub¬ 
sequently allocated by REA 
to its borrowers, and the 
sums actually spent over any 
given period of time, it is 
first necessary to have a 
thorough understanding of 
the procedure through which 
money so authorized and 
so allocated, is spent. 

Doubtlessly you are fa¬ 
miliar with the fact that 
when REA makes an alloca¬ 
tion, the Agency does not 
simply mail a check to the 
borrower. Each allocation is 
merely ear-marked for the 
borrower; the money is then 
advanced as required to be 
used only for expenditures 
previously stipulated and ap¬ 
proved—new line construc¬ 
tion. improvements to the 
electric distribution system, 
power line extensions and so 
forth. 

One of our Illinois coop¬ 
eratives, for example, re¬ 
cently received an allocation 
for $165,000 to be used for 
essential improvements to its 
system and for the construc¬ 
tion of 104 miles of lines to 
serve 352 farmsteads. This 
allocation by the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration 
was made only after a com¬ 
plete engineering study of 
the proposed improvements 
and new construction had 
been filed with the Agency 
and costs, construction pro¬ 
cedure and all other details, 
were approved as being ec¬ 
onomically feasible. 

Use of this $165,000 will 
be made over a period of 
time as the work of improv¬ 
ing the cooperative’s distri¬ 
bution system progresses 
and materials and labor are 
available. It would be folly, 
of course, for any business 
organization to undertake 
such a program until the money to meet its obligations is 
assured. 

During the time required to complete the necessary im¬ 
provements and to build new lines, however, the balance 
sheet of the Rural Electrification Administration will show 
funds on hand which actually are committed to its bor¬ 
rower. 

When you multiply this one example by the 996 REA 
borrowers, R can readily be understood that the Rural 
Electrification Administration might appear to have mil¬ 
lions of dollars in funds when actually, because of its com¬ 
mitments, the Agency is in need of additional loan authoriz¬ 
ations to continue the expansion of electric service to the 
millions of American farmers who are insistently demand¬ 
ing it. 

Very logically it might be asked: Does the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration have a backlog of funds because 
it borrowers have not been able to spend the money al- 
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fairly compare the apparent 

Taber’s Statement 
On Authorizations 
For REA Program 

In widely quoted statements 
to the press. Representative 
John Taber of New York has 
advocated reductions in the 
$37-billion requested in Presi¬ 
dent Truman’s budget message. 
Congressman Taber has also 
been quoted as stating that 
REA authorizations have been 
larger than necessary. 

On January 21 he issued the 
following statement mimeo¬ 
graphed on his Congressional 
stationery: 

Perhaps it would be just a-s 
well if I stated my position 
with reference to REA. 

Appropriations have been 
made for the REA on a basis 
three times as large as they 
have been able to spend in the 
last two years. 

These are facts, not theory. 
On top of that there have been 
very many duplicating activi¬ 
ties on the part of this organ¬ 
ization and they have spent 
much money for propaganda 
which does them no credit. 

I am not opposed to approp¬ 
riations for the Rural Electri¬ 
fication Administration provid¬ 
ed there is a need shown for 
it; provided it is managed on 
a business basis where the 
Government would be reim¬ 
bursed and provided - the ap¬ 
propriations that are asked for 
are going to result in construc¬ 
tion of the facilities that will 
help the farmer but. to build 
up a great block of appropria¬ 
tion funds when the construc¬ 
tion cannot proceed is not good 
business. 

Should we tell the people the 
truth about things or shoud we 
tell them something else?. 

Stale Association Mains 100% 
Membership; Plans Broader Program 

State Committee 

To Visit Dirksen 
To Urge REA Aid 

Plans were completed February 
21 for representatives of the Exec¬ 
utive Committee of the state asso¬ 
ciation, to visit Representative 
Everett M. Dirksen in Washing¬ 
ton, D. C., early in March to pre¬ 
sent a detailed report on the REA 
program in Illinois. 

Information will also be given 
the congressman on the need for 
additional loan authorizations by 
the Rural Electrification Adminis¬ 
tration to assure the uninterrupted 
expansion of rural electrification 
facilities by the REA cooperatives 
throughout the country. 

A resident of Pekin and a dSt- 
eran member of the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives from the 16th Dis¬ 
trict, Dirksen is chairman of the 
Sub-committee on Appropriations 
in the 80th Congress. 

President G. Wayne Welsh of 
Sciota, Vice President Everett R. 
Read of Elizabeth and A. E. Bec¬ 
ker, state coordinator, Petersburg, 
were slated to seek an audience 
with Dirksen. 

STUDY UNDERWAY FOR 
PUHING TELEPHONES 
ON REA CO-OP LINES 

A study to determine if any kind 
of National legislation would be help¬ 
ful in bringing increased telephone 
service to rural areas is under con¬ 
sideration by Representative Robert 
Poage of Texas, staunch supporter of 
the REA program and author of the 
defeated Poage Bill which would 
have provided $550,000,000 to REA 
over a three-year period. 

Poage, in conjunction with officials 
of the major telephone companies and 
representatives of the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative association, has 
been studying the possibilities of the 
carrier telephone system which makes 
use of REA distribution lines for 
transmitting messages. 

Telephone industry officials told 
the Texas congressman in February 
that the carrier telephones are grad¬ 
ually coming into mass production 
and that they now have 14 systems 
in operation throughout. the country 
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Closer-Knit Program 
Sought By Statewide 

As part of the program to bring 
the members of the Association of 
Illinois Electric cooperatives into a 
closer-knit organization, A. E. Becker, 
coordinator, visited five cooperatives 
in February. 

He was invited to speak oa the 
working of the state association at 
the annual meetings of Monroe Coun¬ 
ty Electric, Waterloo, February 1, 
and Spoon River Electric, Canton, 
February 12. He spoke extemporane¬ 
ously as a guest at the annual meet¬ 
ings of Egyptian Electric, Steelville, 
February 13 and Southern Illinois 
Electric, Dongola, February 15. 

While in the southern end of the 
state he visited Southeastern Electric 
at Harrisburg. 

Spoon River and Monroe 
County Co-ops Vote To 

Join State-Wide 

A 100 percent membership—th« 
goal long sought by the Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric cooperac 
tives—was attained in Februarp 
when Monroe County Electric co¬ 
operative, Waterloo, and Spoo* 
River Electric cooperative. Canton, 
voted at their annual membershif 
meetings to join the state-wide or¬ 
ganization. 

With the receipt of dues and 
the issuance of membership cer¬ 
tificates to these cooperatives, the 
entire 27 cooperatives in the state 
with a combined total of over 65,- 
000 connected members will be rep¬ 

resented by the state association. 
The central organization also 

serves as the voice of approximate¬ 
ly 34,000 signed members waiting 
for REA electric service—a voice 
which is loudly demanding that 
the rural electrification program 
berapidly expanded to take elec¬ 
tricity to them. 

Grass Roots Plan 

Under the operating plan of the 
state association, each member- 
cooperative has an equal voice in 
the affairs of the central organi¬ 
zation program. The state is di¬ 
vided into nine districts of three 
cooperatives each. 

At meetings every second month 
just prior to a scheduled state 
board meeting, the directors and 
managers of the three coopera¬ 
tives in each district discuss their 
local problems, weigh state-wide 
and national issues, and through 
resolutions and recommendations, 
instruct their chairman to bring 
such matters up for consideration 
by the state board. 

The chairman of each district, 
selected by the directors from 
among their own number, is nam¬ 
ed a director on the state associ¬ 
ation board. In most districts it 
has been customary to rotate the 
state directorship among the three 
cooperatives, sometimes on a one- 
year basis, more often on a two- 
year basis. It has been generally 
recognized that a state director re¬ 
quires a year’s experience on the 

(Turn to Page Six) 

To Be Continued . . . . 

So many of the cooperatives , 
hold their annual meetings at 
this time of year it is impossi¬ 
ble for the Illinois REA News 
to be represented at all of them. 
Several of the co-ops, as a mat¬ 
ter of fact, schedule their meet¬ 
ings for the same day. 

Rather than carry paragraph¬ 
ic accounts in one issue of all 
the meetings covered by the 
News, space has been allocated 
for more detailed stories of 
those meetings which occurred 
during the early part of the 
month. Later meetings will be 
given similar space in forth¬ 
coming issues. 

If is our considered editorial 
judgment that the next best 
thing to attending an annual 
meeting (which every co-op 
member certainly should do!) 
is for the News to bring a com¬ 

prehensive report to those who 
were not there. 

The Editors 
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located to them during the past two years? It certainly is a 
fair question. 

If the Rural Electrification Administration and its 
996 borrowers had not adhered to a policy of the 
strictest economy in carrying forward the rural electri¬ 
fication program, however, there could be no such 
question simply because there would be no money in 
the REA about which to inquire. 
Construction costs for rural distribution lines, as for all 

other types of construction, have soared during recent 
years due to pay boosts granted labor and sharply in¬ 
creased costs for materials. Bids offered REA borrowers 
by electrical construction contractors have been at such 
exhorbitant figures, for the most part, that the REA coop¬ 
eratives could not, in the interests of economy, accept 
them, despite a continuous clamor for service by hundreds 
of thousands of farmers in every section of the country. 

In order to construct lines at costs which are econom¬ 
ically feasible, many REA cooperatives for the past year 
or more have built up inventories of poles, highline hard- 
ware, meters, transformers, pole line conductor and all 
other materials needed for construction, such inventory 
being the first step in a long-range program in which bids 
will be accepted for labor only. When inventories are 
sufficient, the successful bidder will construct new lines 
using the materials furnished by the cooperative. 

This "work-only” contract plan, conceived and recom¬ 
mended by the Rural Electrification Administration, holds 
promise of effecting savings running into many millions of 
dollars. It was brought about by the uncertainties of the 
materials situation which often made it difficult for con¬ 
tractors to submit fair and reasonable bids. The con¬ 
tractors sought to protect themselves against maximum 
estimated price increases for both labor and materials, 
and against the possibility that after assembling a large 
working force and much expensive construction equipment, 
they would run out of materials and be under the heavy 
expense of maintaing their personnel intact while waiting 
for shipments which would permit them to continue the . 
work. 

To effect substantial savings under this 'work- 
only” plan, it becomes readily apparent that a period 
of time must necessarily elapse during which REA 
borrowers with funds allocated to them, can use only 
that portion required to pay for materials. By far the 
greater portion of such funds remaining to the credit of 
the borrowers will ultimately be used to pay con¬ 
tractors for the consruction of new lines. 
Pending the letting of contracts, many REA cooper¬ 

atives are building lines with their own crews, such force 
account” construction for the most part to connect farm¬ 
steads along existing lines. But before a cooperative can 
begin even such "whisker extensions” it must first pur¬ 
chase the necessary trucks and equipment and employ and 
train the personnel required to do the job. Such construc¬ 
tion has, in most instances, substantially reduced the cost 
of new lines. While economical, this method too, has 
taken additional time and the REA borrowers doing their 
own "force account” building have not drawn upon their 
allocations as rapidly as would be the case if they were 
indefferent to high costs. 

A study of the facts will show that REA borrowers 
have never been allocated more money than they need; 
on the contrary, the great majority of them will re¬ 
quire far more than they have had so far to complete 
the job of rural electrification in the territories they 
serve. That they are spending money advanced to 
them wisely and prudently is a tribute both to their 
good management and to the policies of the Rural 
Electrification Administration. 

In any business venture, good management dictates 
that before orders shall be placed for materials, the money 
to pay for them must be assured. In order to take ad¬ 
vantage of cash discounts granted by suppliers, REA bor¬ 
rowers must be prepared to make payment when deliveries 
are made. Because they make a practice of discounting 
their bills, REA borrowers collectively have saved addi¬ 
tional millions of dollars. 

Although "whisker extensions” have proved economic¬ 
ally feasible when built by REA cooperative crews, such 
"force account” construction is not practical where many 
miles of new line are to be built. Large scale construction 
requires such a tremendous investment m equipment and 
such large numbers of skilled personnel as to prohibit a 
cooperative from establishing itself as a construction con¬ 
tractor. Were it to attempt such a program it would ulti¬ 
mately complete its construction program with an inventory 
representing countless thousands of dollars of used equip¬ 
ment, trucks, gear and tools for which k would have no 
further use. Construction contractors frequently bring as 
much as $100,000 worth of equipment to a job in order to 
speed it to completion so they can move on to another 

contract. No REA borrower could feasibly enter this 
picture. 

It is as important that an REA borrower be prepared to 
pay a contractor as it is to discount his bills for materials. 
On contract construction the contractor does not move in 
and do the entire job and then render his bill. Because of 
the large sums involved, payments are made at monthly in¬ 
tervals as new lines are completed and pass inspection. 

It is therefore essential to the continued sound business 
management of the REA borrowers that the entire rural 
electrification program be kept on the long-range program 
basis and not placed on a "hand-to-mouth” basis in which 
funds are made available only as they can be spent from 
month to month. Unless one is intimately familiar with 
the procedure under which REA borrowers obtain funds 
and subsequently expend them, it would be understand¬ 
ably difficult for him to appreciate why there must be a 
lag of from one to two years between the time of alloca¬ 
tion and the actual advances of funds loaned for construc¬ 
tion. 

No long-range program can hope for success if it is not 
predicated upon sound planning. The REA cooperatives 
must know in advance what funds they may expect if they 
are to operate economically and efficiently. So far, there 
have never been sufficient funds available through the 
Rural Electrification Administration to permit its borrow¬ 
ers to project their planning beyond the immediate future— 
two years being "immediate” in the vast undertaking of 
rural line construction. At the present time there are 
hundreds of thousands more farmers waiting for electricity 
than funds available or anticipated will permit serving. 
And the American farmer not only wants electricity; he 
demands it. It is not a question of whether he can afford 
it—he cannot afford to be without it and it is essential to 
the National welfare that he have it. 

Of the 103,000 farms in Illinois, 33,908 are still without 
central station electric service. Since the inception of 
the REA program, $37,221,803 has been allocated to build 
31,145 miles of line to serve 90,610 consumers. Of this 
$37,221,803 allocated, $26,453,689 has been advanced to 
the REA borrowers which enabled them to connect some¬ 
what more than 69,000 consumers. On file with the REA 
cooperatives in Illinois at the present time are more appli¬ 
cations for service than can be served with the remaining 
funds still to be advanced by REA on allocations already 
approved. 

As a matter of fact, 12 of the 27 REA cooperatives in 
the state have on file with REA applications for an addi¬ 
tional $4,778,000 to be used for construction of 2,811 miles 
of new line to serve 8,683 consumers. Preliminary esti¬ 
mates indicate that there will be a need for over $7,500,000 
for new construction by July 1 of this year. 

In short, commitments have long since been given by 
REA cooperatives in Illinois covering all funds allocated. 
To meet the demand for service by those still waiting for 
service and those continuously signing applications for it, 
an estimated $20,000,000 will be required to finish the job 
of electrifying rural Illinois served by REA cooperatives. 

From a purely business standpoint, the REA coopera¬ 
tives have clearly demonstrated their ability to operate 
along lines acceptable to even the most critical. As busi¬ 
ness-managed, tax-paying enterprises, the 918 REA co¬ 
operatives ended the last fiscal year with less than 1 per¬ 
cent delinquency in their payments of interest and prin¬ 
cipal on loans from the Federal Government. The total 
amount due was less than two-tenths of 1 percent of the 
total advanced to the borrowers. 

In many instances such delinquencies were caused by 
delay in construction schedules to the borrowers. Short¬ 
ages of materials and labor occasionally made it necessary 
for borrowers to start making payments on their loans 
before^ thear entire systems had been energized and began 
producing revenue.-' Even so, practically all borrowers 
have been able to provide; adequately for all operating 

1'expenses, including depreciation, while meeting payments 
i on their‘loans. ‘; r - . 

• Compared' to the less than $900,000 which was over¬ 
due atv&ny one time from a few REA borrowers during 
the last fiscal year, nearly $20,000,000 has been repaid to 
REA in advance of due dates. Up to the end of the year, 
REA borrowers had repaid $114,913,515.28 on the amounts 
advanced to them. The REA Act, as amended, provides 
for a 35-year amortization period on loans to borrowers. 
The healthy financial condition of nearly all REA cooper¬ 
atives indicate they could, if it were desirable, liquidate 
their entire indebtedness in advance of their payment 
schedules. , 

As free enterprises, REA cooperatives have also dem¬ 
onstrated that they are capable of economical and efficient 
operation. Collectively, they are far more solvent than are 
many other types of businesses which borrow from the 
Federal Government. Furthermore, REA borrowers have 
paid in interest to the Government more than enough to 
offset entirely the cost of administering the Rural Electri¬ 
fication Administration. 

REA cooperatives, which number 918 of the 996 REA 

borrowers, are locally owned 
and locally operated and have 
become well-established, ma¬ 
ture business enterprises. Many 
cooperatives ^tre the largest 
business enterprises in their 
communities; they are creating 
new wealth, new jobs in every 
section of the country. All of 
them are taking the limitless 
benefits of electricity . to the 
farm and the farm home despite 
the efforts of obstructionists 
and despite labor and materials 
shortages. . 

A kilowatt is neither Re¬ 
publican nor Democrat. It is 
the servant of the people. Un¬ 
til every farmstead in America 
has electric service at reason¬ 
able cost, the original intent of 
the Congress and of the people 
it represents, will not have 
been carried out. 

Respectfully yours. 
Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives. 

Taft Likes Co-ops 
“The cooperative movement has 

made great strides and cut down the 
margin between the producer and the 

consumer. It should be encouraged 

still more by legislation and by sym¬ 

pathetic government assistance.”—- 
Senator Robert Taft, Ohio. 

Needs Co-op Philosophy 
A gentleman who would profit by 

a better understanding of the cooper¬ 

ative philosophy of service rather 
than profit is Col. R. C. Kramer, 

chairman of the Allied Stores Corp^ 
department store chain, who recently 

commented: 

“Never in my business life have 1 
seen business morality so low, so 

little sold for so much, such disre¬ 
gard for quality and long-range inter¬ 
ests, such opportunism and such an 

absurd inflation of ego. I believe 

there is more that is bad in business 
practice to be liquidated from our 

economic system than at any time 
since at least 1929.” 

* -0 * 

Co-ops Make Jobs 
“The co-ops offer one approach 

which can help us meet our basic 
postwar needs: to build full em¬ 

ployment by expanding purchasing 
power.”—The Chicago Sun. 

Minnesota Official 
Scores Tax Association 

“A bulwark against socialism and 

communism” are the words used by 
the Minnesota Commissioner of Agri¬ 
culture in describing co-ops in his 

biennial report to the governor and 
legislature. 

The report upholds cooperatives as 
an integral part of the private enter¬ 
prise system and rebukes the National 

Tax Equality Association and other 

anti-cooperative groups for charges of 
socialism and communism spread 

against co-ops. 
* * * 

Credit Union Grows 
The fourth annual credit union 

membership drive sponsored by the 

Credit Union National Association in 

the United States and Canada result¬ 

ed in 101,092 new members. Illinois 

reported the largest gain—15.3S5 new 

members. 

The earliest legislation in Illinois 
on the trespassing of animals was 
passed in 1819. 
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Overflow Crowd Attends 9fk 

Annual Meeting of Monroe Co-op 

CtOWD TOO IMG FOR MiffMG PLACE 

Reports Show Co-op Has 
Succeeded Despite Its 

Harping Critics 

A crowd estimated at between 12 
and 15 hundred persons overflowed 
the high school auditorium at Wa¬ 

terloo lor the ninth annual meeting 
of Monroe County Electric coopera¬ 

tive February L 

With great enthusiasm they ac¬ 

claimed the entertainment of four 

St. Louis radio performers, a pro¬ 

fessional magician, the reports of their 
officers and manager, and then car¬ 

ried away several hundreds of dol¬ 
lars worth of door prizes. 

In his message to the members, 

President William H. Thien compli¬ 

mented the members on the keen in¬ 
terest they have always shown in 
the affairs of their cooperative and 

William H. Thien 

charged them with the responsibility 
of continuing that interest to assure 

the cooperative’s future growth and 

prosperity. 

Much Accomplished 

"This organization is young in 
years but in our first ten years we 

have accomplished much.” President 

Thien said. 'Today you can enjoy 
the same privileges that your friends 

enjoy who live in the cities and 
towns. You have electric service for 
lighting your homes, your outbuild¬ 
ings, for providing you with running 

water and modern heating plants, for 

cooking and for all the other con¬ 
veniences available today.” 

Thien reminded his listeners of the 
days before Monroe County Electric 
cooperative came into existence and 

stressed that electricity, once con¬ 
sidered a luxury, had now become 

a necessity on the farm and in the 
farm home. 

'You rightly deserve this electric 
service—but let me ask, what brought 

it about?” the president asked. "It 

was the wholehearted cooperation of 

you farmers and your wives who 
had the will and the determination 
to go out and do a job which many 
said couldn't be done. This work and 
determination, coupled with the help 

of the Rural Electrification Adminis¬ 
tration, provided you with electric 

service. 

Obstacles Ahead 

While the co-op has overcome 
many obstacles and won out in the 
past, it faces even more grave ones 
in the future and the members must 

continue to work together in the 
same spirit which made their first 
ten years so successful, Thien warn- 

ed. 
He reviewed the past year’s activ¬ 

ities, disclosing that the co-op had 
made prepayments on its loan to REA 
of $15,000 to bring the total cushion 
of credit to $80,665, in addition to 

investing $10,000 in Government 

Bonds 

A recent audit of the co-op's books 

showed them to be in perfect order, 

the president said. He quoted a letter 

from the REA auditor which praised 

the co-op for its business-like methods 
of operation. 

Other Reports 
A detailed report of the co-op s 

financial condition was given by 

David F. Kurz,. treasurer, and the of- 
ffcial notice of the meeting and a 

iwview of die minutes of the previous 

NEWS FROM 
Southwestern 
E lee trie Co-op 

Greenville, 111. 

V. C. KALLAL, Manager 

annual meeting were read by him in 
his capacity of co-op secretary. 

E, S. Amrine, farmer adviser for 

Monroe county, talked briefly in 

praise of the REA cooperative pro¬ 

gram and cited concrete instances of 
how it had improved agriculture 

throughout the area and raised the 

standard of living for rural people 
He recalled the early days of the 

cooperative and the assistance given 

it by the Farm Bureau, both in or- 
ganizating the local co-op and in 

helping it to get a good start. He 
wars proud, he said, to have had an 
opportunity to work with the REA 
cooperative officials in the program 

of taking electricity to the farms. 

Manager's Report 

Confessing that he was inspired 

by the large attendance at the meet¬ 
ing and immensely pleased at the in¬ 

terest shown by the members, Man¬ 

ager C. M. Douglas recalled that 
back in 1939 there was wide-spread 

doubt and disbelief that the co-op 

could succeed. 

“You were told that it would be im¬ 
possible to organize a cooperative for 
farmers to serve rural communities 

with electric service,” Douglas re¬ 
called. “You were told that it was 

a job for the power companies and 

that your cooperative would be bank¬ 
rupt in less than a year." 

He reminded his listeners that the 

disbelievers also insisted that the co¬ 
operative could not serve its members 

electric energy at $3.25 per month 
minimum and that the private power 

companies would take over the co-op 

in 18 months after it was organized. 

“We haven’t completed our task 

but we have moved a long ways to¬ 
ward our goal of area coverage,” 
Douglas declared. “We have in our 

files some 300 applications from farm¬ 
ers requesting service and we are 
constructing extensions just as fast 

as possible as materials are available. 
We want these people to know that 
we feel it is our duty to serve them 

and that we will serve them at the 
earliest possible time.” 

Materials Shortages 
Admitting that it was no consola¬ 

tion to have company in adversity, 

Douglas told the members that the 

Such a large crowd turned out for the 9th annual meeting of Monroe 

spacious gymnasium of the high school at Waterloo could not accommodate 

a part of the audience shows. Over a hundred stood in the doorways at the 
program of reports and entertainment. A few of the many door prizes given 

County Electric cooperative that th« 

all the people, as this picture of only 

back of the gym to enjoy a diversified 
away can be seen in the foreground. 

to build two new sub-stations, new 
three-phase feeder fines and recon¬ 

vert present lines, Douglas explained. 
Additional Funds also will be re¬ 
quired to extend service to those 

who have signed applications for it 
and the board of directors author¬ 
ized the preparation of the neces¬ 
sary documents to support a re¬ 

quest for additional funds from the 
| Rural Electrication Administration,” 

I he said. 

Request Submitted 

This request for funds totaling 

$145,000 was prepared and forward¬ 
ed to REA in Washington on De¬ 
cember 23, 1946, and the cooperative 

is now waiting for word that the al¬ 

lotment will be authorized, the man¬ 
ager explained. 

To date the cooperative has receiv¬ 

ed allocations in the amount of $544,- 

000 of which $499,880 83 was used 
for line construction and equipment, 

the balance of $45,119.1/ still re¬ 
maining in a special construction fund. 

Douglas then discussed the ad 

valorum tax (or personal tax) situa¬ 
tion, and conceded that the taxes 
assessed against the cooperative in 

Monroe county was considered fair 

and amounted to $443.99. In St. Clair 
county, however, the situation is not 

so favorable, he pointed out, and there 

C. M. Douglas 

shortages of essential materials had 

prevented cooperatives all over the 
country from going ahead \fcith con¬ 

struction at the rate they anticipated 
on V-J Day. 

‘Despite critical shortages, how¬ 
ever, we have moved ahead during 

the past year and have made substan¬ 
tial gains in membership, added miles 
of new lines, and made additional 

payments on our debt to the REA, ’ 
the manager said. "In the past 12 
months we have added 332 new mem¬ 

bers but if the materials situation had 
been normal, this number would have 
been a great deal larger and we 

could have added more employees to 

do our construction work at a faster 

pace.” 

Douglas explained that improve¬ 

ments must be made to the distribu¬ 

tion system to accommodate the in¬ 

creased demand for electricity. With 

new appliances and equipment be¬ 
coming available on the market and 

farmers adding it to their already 

over-taxed lines, the co-op must make 

provision to take care of this increas¬ 

ed demand. He said. 
To dlo this it will be necessary 

A. E. Becker 

has been difficulty in obtaining a fair 
valuation of taxable property owned 

by the co-op. 
The board of directors and attor¬ 

ney considered the Sfc. Clair tax bill 
too high and declined to pay it After 
lengthy disputes with the tax officials, 

the cooperative was finally able to 
compromise the differences and paid 

the taxes, but the cooperative feels 
the valuation is still far too high and 
Douglas appealed to the members 
from St. Clair county to assist the 

cooperative in obtaining a lower val¬ 

uation per mile to bring the tax as¬ 

sessment down to a figure considered 

fair in other counties. 

Joins State-Wide 
Following brief talks by E C. 

Collier of REA’s management divi¬ 

sion, E. R. Brown of the applica¬ 

tions and loans division and Alexand¬ 
er E. Puls of the engineering division, 

A. E. Becker, coordinator of the As¬ 

sociation of Illinois Electric cooper¬ 

atives, was introduced,. 

Becker told of the program being 

carried on by the state association 

and the urgent need for the full sup¬ 
port of every REA cooperative in 

the state to meet the threats to the 
rural electrification program. 

He reviewed the work of the state 
organization during the past two 

years, stressing its effectiveness in 
aiding the member cooperatives in 
pooling ideas and solving mutual 

problems, and in carrying out a job 
training and safety program and a 

veterans' on-the-job training program. 

He urged the Monroe County Elec¬ 

tric cooperative members to join their 
board of directors in recognizing the 

work of the state association and to 

become affiliated with it. 

At the conclusion of Becker’s talk, 
President Thien called for opinions on 

joining the state organization. A mo¬ 
tion was promptly made and seconded 

that the co-op joint and the vote was 
unanimous. 

William H. Thien, Emil J. Taake 
and Emil J. Ruhl were re-elected di¬ 
rectors for a three-year term without 
opposition. 

Guests included Everett R. Read, 

superintendent of the Illinois division 
of rural electrification, Springfield, 

Manager Joseph Heinmann of Clinton 

County Electric, Breese, Manager 

Raymond S. Holt, Egyptian Electric, 
Steelville, Manager H. G. Downey, 
Tri-Counties Electric, Mt. Vernon, 

and Manager John Waggoner, Coles- 

Moultrie Counties Electric, Mattoon. 
Each of the managers was accompan¬ 

ied by directors and .their wives. A. 
D. Mueller, editor of the Illinois REA 

News, also attended. 

Sheep Raising Industry 
May Face Expansion Era 

Reduction of the areas in crops 

and increase of the areas of pastures 
in Illinois may bring about a renewed 

interest in raising sheep. 
Good pasture management is the 

basis of successful sheep raising, de¬ 

clares W. G. Kammlade, professor of 
sheep husbandry, University of Il¬ 
linois College of Agriculture. He ex¬ 

plained that suitable conditions must 
necessarily precede the starting of 

flocks. 
Any kind of pasture may be util¬ 

ized by sheep, but pastures contain¬ 
ing legumes grown in crop rotations 

cannot be surpassed. Kammlade sug¬ 
gests changing grazing areas during 
the season. 

Three other important items in suc¬ 
cessful sheep management are pro¬ 
vision of suitable equipment, approp¬ 

riate and adequate rations, and at¬ 
tention to sanitation. 

Sheds that are easy to clean and 

well-designed are economical to build 
and have a good effect on the animals 

health. Almost all of the necessary 

nutrients can be grown on the farm 

and only salt and in some cases a 
protein supplement need be bought. 

Sanitation is of supreme importance 
as the degree of sanitation helps de¬ 

termine loss. Phenothiozine has be¬ 

come an important feature in main¬ 

taining pasture sanitation. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
Bond County—Office 356 Green¬ 

ville. Office Hours 8:00 to 5:0(1 
except on Sundays or Holidays. 
Before or after office hours or 
on Sundays or Holidays call 
Paul G. Morgan—796, or V. C. 
Kallal—379. 

Fayette County—Maurice Ketten 
982 Vandalia. 

Madison County—Ed. Barnes, 
1087 Edwardsville. 

OPERATING STATISTICS 
January, 1947 

Miles Energized  1,162.68 
Revenue Per Mile  $19.11 
Total Connections  3,415 
Density Per Mile  3.20 
Average Bill  $8.59 
Average KWH Used  163.01 
Per cent Minimum Bills 19 
KWH Sold    553,281 

January, 1946 
Miles Energized  1,015.78 
Revenue Per Mile 1 $18,62 
Total Connections   3 CCS 
Density Per Mile  3,02 
Average Bill  $3.28 
Average KWH Used  150.21 
Per cent Minimum Bills .18 
KWH Sold  451,081 

DELINQUENTS 
Each month your cooperative 

collects from $60 to $80 in penal¬ 
ties from those who pay their bills 
after the last day of the month. 
Occasionally anyone will forget to 
pay the bill on time but we fail to 
understand why some regularly 
wait until after the penalty date to 
pay. The penalty paid on your de¬ 

linquent bill does not nearly pa? 
the added expense in the office and 
in the field. In other words, it is 
money wasted. 

Why not pay your bills on time 
and use the money for added use 
of the service instead of for penal¬ 
ty? We would also like to suggest 

that if you mail in your payment 
do it before the last day of the 
month so that it v. bear the post¬ 
mark of the month for which paid. 
So many times the check is dated 
on the last day of the month and 
the bill dropped in the box on the 
last day of the month but it is not 
postmarked until the first day of 
the next month. 

It is absolutely necessary that the 
letter be postmarked on or before 
the last day of the month to avoid 
payment of penalty. Therefore, be 
early enough to avoid penalties 
and arguments about payments. 

NEW SUBSTATION 
After much difficulty “in se¬ 

curing flie necessary material 

a new substation west of Poca¬ 
hontas was energized January 

(To Page Seven) 
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NEWS FROM 

Clinton County 
Breese, 111. 

JOSEPH HEIMANN, Supt 

WEDDING BELLS 

Miss Florence Venhaus, daugh¬ 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Ben Venhaus, 
and Cletus Holtgrave, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Gerhardt Holtgrave, of 
St Rose, were married Tuesday 
morning, Feoruary 11, in St. Fran¬ 

cis church at A uston. Parents of 
both bride and groom are REA 
users. 

Edwin Unger and Miss Gladys 
Kramer, of north of Frgotwon, 
were united in marriage at 7 o’clock 
in the evening of February 3 at 
St. Paul’s Evangelical and Re¬ 
formed church at Belleville Mr. 
and Mrs. Wm. Kraemer, the 
bride’s parents, are REA users. 

Henry Bruegge and Miss Anna 
Haar were united in marriage 
Tuesday morning, February 4, at 
St. Augustine’s church with Rev. 
A. Eckert officiating. Before her 
marriage the bride lived on a 
REA electrified farm. 

NEW ARRIVALS 

Baby girl—Mr. and Mrs. Melge 
Meier, Breese. 

Baby boy—Mr. and Mrs. Harold 
Jenne, Carlyle. 

Baby girl—Mr. and Mrs. Geo. 
Saathoff, Trenton. 

719; Cyril Huelsmann, 712; Vincent 
Albert, 688; Joseph Meyer, 680; 
Gerhard Timmermann, 672; Rus¬ 
sel Klingelhoefer, 660; Herbert 
Kraemer, 654; Edward Hugo, 623. 

William Varel, 607; Herman Wie- 
dle, 596; Talmadge Outhouse, 588; 
Robert Bales, 578; Charles Pigg, 
563; Ben J. Gebke, 556; Alvis B. 
Loepker, 553; Jos. F. Ratermann, 
547; Charles R. Good, 547; N. K. 
Meddows, 541; Alfred L. Stein, 524; 
Wm. Ranz, Jr., 520; Marie Lippert, 
503; Gordon Kramer, 500; Fred 
Beckmann, 499; Melvin F. Henss, 
498; Wm. Murphy, 495; Rudolph 
Buehler, 484; Alphonse Olliges, 
484; Raymond Spihlmann, 479; Ben 
M. Meyer, 472; Fred Thoms, 467; 
Hy. D. Nets; 466; Emil Heldorfer, 
457; Frank Meyer, 456; Henry 
Molitor, 449; Carl Trefifert, 441; 
Myrtle Dierkes, 439; Wilfred Moeg- 
lich, 439; Harvey Harpstrite, 438; 
Fred C. Fruend, 426; Arnold E. 
Henss, 426; Menard Etter, 424; 
Frank Langenhorst, 424; Millard 
Felton, 419; Anthony Rakers, 416; 
H. H. Kampwerth, 415; Alphonse 
Hustedde, 411; George Gerling, 
410; John Gebke, 408; Edward 
Huelsmann, 401. 

Now Is Good Time To 
Cheek Spray Machine 

Weather, fungi, and insects all 
take a hand in either making or 
breaking the orchardist. And they 
wait for no man. When it comes time 
to spray, “it’s time to spray and 
that’s that.” 

Spraying cannot be postponed even 
for a few days as can some other 
farm operations. It is therefore im¬ 
portant that orchardists prepare their 
spray rigs and get needed materials 
for the coming season on order. 

It is the wise orchardist who checks 
his equipment ahead of time. No other 
piece of farm machinery is so tem- 
permental as a spray machine which 
has not been properly cared for. Seri¬ 
ous loss may be suffered if the spray¬ 
ing has to be delayed later. 

Prices of spray materials have al¬ 
most doubled during the past year 
and are scarce besides. It is import¬ 
ant that orders be placed early and all 
waste eliminated. 

NEWS FROM 

Farmers Mutual 
Genesee 111. 

WALTER PARSON, Mgr 

Sympathy is extended to Mr. 

and Mrs. Joseph H. Huelsmann at 
the loss of their infant daughter. 
Mr. Huelsmann is in the employ 
of the cooperative as a Lineman. 

John Wesley McNeill, North of 
Carlyle, died in St Joseph’s Hos¬ 
pital Wednesday, February 5. 

METER TESTING 

We have started a systematic 
testing of meters. All meters will 
be tested this year for accuracy. 
This work has been started and 
we are finding that most meters 
that have been in service for three 
years or more are slow. What is 
surprising to us is that we never 
had a complaint of a slow meter. 

W. ]. VOLL, FORMER 
CO-OP DIRECTOR, DIES 

The Board of Directors, mem¬ 
bers and personnel of this Cooper¬ 
ative wish to extend our sympa- j 
thy to the family of W. J. Voll, 
former member of the board of 
directors and subsequently Presi¬ 
dent of the Cooperative. 

In the passing of our very good 
friend, who was instrumental in 
assisting in the initial organiza¬ 
tion of the Cooperative, having 
given freely of his time and com¬ 
petent judgment, we have lost a 
very valuable supporter and en¬ 
thusiastic worker toward the in¬ 
terest of this Cooperative’s pro-1 
gram. 

Mr. Voll, because of ill health, 
  retired from his farm and moved { 

Ben Hempen of Carlyle returned [ to Geneseo four years ago. Since 

NEWS FROM 
Rural Electric 

Diveraon. HI. 
RALPH V, WHITE, Mgr, 

after spending a pleasant trip in 
Texas. 

NEW APPLIANCES 
Herman Wildhaber — milking 

machine; Herman Rensing—Freez¬ 

er; Paul Poettker—milking ma¬ 
chine; George Meyer—milking ma¬ 
chine; Vincent Korte—milking ma¬ 
chine; Herman Kampwerth—milk¬ 
ing machine; Frank Langhauser— 
milking machine and water heat- jn fajj an(j to greet U3 again 

that time he spent the winters in 
Phoenix, Arizona, and the sum¬ 
mers in Geneseo. 

When Mr. Voll moved from his 
farm and was no longer eligible 
to serve on the board, being co¬ 
operatively-minded, he continued 
to be a firm supporter of the REA 
program. He always made it a 
practice to stop at the office to 
say good-bye, just before leaving 

er; Adolph Geiger—water heater 
and stove; Gus Curdt—stove; Ed 
Riess — water heater and deep 
Freeze; Leonard Edwards—milk¬ 
ing machine and water heater; W. 
F. Reinkensmeyer—milking ma¬ 
chine; Hy. Klostermann—milking 
machine; Elizabeth Langenhorst 
—milking machine; Hy. Koopman 
—milking machine; C. G. Majon- 
nier—electric range and sewing 
machine; Carl H. Sohn — water 
heater; Russel Klingelhoefer—wa¬ 
ter heater and range. 

HONOR ROLL 
Commercial 

Gulf Refining Company, 2966; 
Herman Graham, 2576; J. J. Lynn. 

in the spring on his return. 

We were especially interested in 
learning of his keen interest and 
how well informed he was on the 
progress being made by the Coop-! 
erative. We are all going to miss 
our old friend and valued support- j 
er very much. The evidence of 
his contribution to the REA pro¬ 
gram will always be remembered 
by the members of this Cooper¬ 
ative. 

SEVERE SLEET STORM 
Your Cooperative has recently 

experienced quite a severe sleet 
storm and subsequent bad weather. 
In spite of the severity of this 

of 
2518- C F Frazier, 1910; Nick j storm the interruptions were 
Babare 1496; Southern Railway! very short durations in compari- 
Company, 1238; Elmer Gold-! 8011 to those experienced by other 
schmidt. 1061; Alphonse Huels-1 farmers in this locality. The pri- 
 I mary reason for this is that your 
mann, 4Ui. 

Non-Farm ' Cooperative has been carrying on 
Otto a very thorough clearing program, 

j which has a tendency of eliminat- 
E. W. Stierbinger, 

Meier, 578. 
Farm 

691; 

ing the interruuption to service in 

Nelson Moffatt. 1937; Clarence; 
the case of emergency or bad 

Dickhaut, 1801; Joseph H. Hei-; weather. 
mann, 1292; Herman G. Korte, 
1232; John Kalmer. 1203; Theo. 
Zurliene. 887; Joe A. Peters. 858; 

It is the policy of this Coopera¬ 
tive to do everything it can to 
make the service efficient and de- 

Harvey Klingelhoefer. 850: Vincent i pendable at all times. We know 
P. Schaefer, 831: Louis H«*nann, that you have become accustomed 
810; Ed Merrill. 763: Meli**. Hoff- to the dependability of this ser- 
man. 737: Arthur O. 730; vice. 
Paul & S»els, 728; Albe* t*ichtj Many of our members have co¬ 

operated by removing hedge and 
underbrush from beneath the lines 
and have given the employees of 
the Cooperative permission to re¬ 
move trees. We wish to thank 
these members for their assist¬ 
ance. Other members have agreed, 
and are making preparations to 
remove hedge and undergrowth 
this spring. To them we wish to 
extend our sincere thanks. Other 
members, who have not as yet 
made preparations to cooperate in 
this program are urged to do so. 

Hedge under the electric lines 
create a hazardous condition and 
can be the direct cause of prolong¬ 
ed interruptions in service and 
expense to the Cooperative, partic¬ 
ularly in the spring of the year 
and during the wet season. If a 
wire should break, which is al¬ 
ways a possibility, and should fall 
into the hedge, an overload on the 
circuit would be caused, which in 
turn would burn out the substa¬ 
tion transformer. This would cost 
the Cooperative approximately $1,- 
000 in addition to the revenue lost 
during the time of interruption. 
Should any livestock happen to be 
in contact with the hedge at this 
time, it is possible for them to be 
electrocuted. As a matter of fact, 
it may be possible for children re¬ 
turning from school, etc., to be¬ 
come electrocuted. 

Hedge, unless trimmed, and high 
voltage wires, do not have much 
in common. If hedge is allowed j 
to grow up into the lines it cre¬ 
ates a very hazardous condition, j 
radio interference, etc., and must 
necessarily be removed if the farm¬ 
ers in that area are to expect un¬ 
interrupted and dependable ser¬ 
vice. 

NEW ACCOUNT NUMBERS 
The Cooperative has recently 

set up new account numbers. These 
numbers will henceforth become 
permanent. Approximately 75% 
of the members are mailing their 
remittances to the Cooperative be¬ 
tween the 1st and 10th of the 
month. This is a very satisfac¬ 
tory procedure and we would like 
to suggest to the rest of the mem¬ 
bers where it is convenient to do 
so, to mail their remittance, and 
on their check or money order 
(do not mail cash) to write on the 
lower left hand side of the checks, 
their account number. 

It is the plan of the Cooperative 
to cover the territory and read 
the meters for the month of 
March, if the weather and roads 
permit, so if you do not receive a 
meter card, you will know the rea¬ 
son. 

In the future you should receive 
your meter reading cards on the 

1 17th or 18th of each month. Please 
j read your meters immediately on 
! receipt of your card and return 

to the office. 
On the first of the month you 

should all receive your billing 
cards. 

Anyone moving from his farm 
&r to another farm being served 

ANNUAL MEETING 
The annual meeting which was 

held February 3, was, in our opin¬ 
ion, one of the best meetings of its 
kind yet held by our members. The 
absence of President Fred W. 
Harms, who entered the hospital 
the day before, was the one dark 
cloud overshadowing an otherwise 
happy event. We are pleased to 
report that Mr. Harms has been 
able to leave the hospital and re¬ 
turn to his home where he is re¬ 
covering from his illness. 

The three nominees for directors, 
Fred W. Harms, George C. Simon, 
and George S. Sloman, were re¬ 
elected without opposition, and at 
the organizational meeting of the 
board of directors, Fred W. Harms 
was re-elected President, George C. 
Simon was renamed as Vice-Presi¬ 
dent, and Joe Dowson was chosen 
to serve as Secretary-Treasurer. 

We are grateful to the officials 
of the Divernon Township High 
School for the use of the high 
school gymnasium and to the Home 
Economics Club for the splendid 
lunch which they so efficiently 
served. The speakers and enter¬ 
tainers are aiso to be congratulated 
for the part that they played in 
making the meeting the successful 
event that it was. 

PRIZE WINNERS 
For the benefit of those members 

who did not attend the meeting, 
we are listing the awards that were 
given and the winner of each: 

Table Lamp—Chas. Ebe, Pawnee. 
G. E. Automatic Iron—Stanley 

Otten, Modesto. 
Sunbean Iron—Arthur Bickel, 

Virden. 
Door Chimes—Mrs. C. E. Ruther¬ 

ford, Girard. 
“Mira Grill’’—Edward Millburg, 
Morrisonville. 

“Mira Grill’’ — Stanley Gates, 
Litchfield. 

h.p. Electric Motor—Otto J. 
Otten, Modesto. 

Toastmaster — Robt. Woodall, 
Waggoner. 

Westinghouse Iron—Mrs. Chas. 
Rathgeber, Edinburg. 

Westinghouse Iron—Albert Wil¬ 
cox, Waver ly. 

Table Lamp—Mrs. E. F. Huesch- 
en, Morrisonville. 

Electric Churn—Arthur Pierce, 
Auburn. 

Table Lamp—Mrs. Henry Peters, 
Virden. 

Table Lamp—Mrs. John Allen, 
Raymond. 

Table Lamp — Joseph Horrell, 
Raymond. 

Poultry Water Warmer—Kenneth 
Wakehoft, Pawnee. 

Poultry Water Warmer — Mrs. 
Eva McGown, Waggoner. 

Smoking Stand—Oliver Morti¬ 
mer, Virden. 

Dozen Light Bulbs—Mrs. Lewis 
Snodgrass, Rochester. 

An electric warming pad award¬ 
ed to the oldest lady present, was 
won by Mrs. Emma Luth, who is 
80 years of age. The door prize, a 
pair of matched end table lamps, 
was won by Mrs. J. B. Clayton, of 
Chatham. 

The fine assortment of prizes was 
given by the following firms: 

Graybar Electric Co., Peoria; Springfield 
Electric Supply Co., Springfield; General 
Electric Supply Corp., Springfield; United 
States Electric Co., Springfield; Line Ma¬ 
terial Co., St. Louis; Aluminum Company 
of America, Chicago; Westinghouse Elec¬ 
tric Supply Co., Peoria; County’s Electric 
Appliance Co., Auburn; John’s Radio 
Shop, Bulpitt; Richie’s Battery & Electric 
Service, Palmyra; Balsley’s, Morrisonville; 
McWilliam’s Implement Co., Pawnee; Kin¬ 
caid Lumber Co., Kincaid; Rural Electric 
Convenience Co-op Co., Divernon. 

PLANNING TO MOVE? 

We are now approaching that 
season of the year when many of 

by the Cooperative, will please no¬ 
tify the Cooperative office, in or¬ 
der that a refund of meter depos. 
it can be made, and records kept 
up to date. 

our members will be moving to new 
locations. We wish to urge all who 
plan to move to notify us a few 
days in advance so that we can ar¬ 
range our work schedule accord¬ 
ingly. Also, it is imperative that 
we receive notice of the date on 
which you plan to move if we are 
to make proper charges to your 
account. We have no alternative 
except to charge for service until 
the date that we receive notice that 
you have moved. 

There have been cases in which 
members have moved and failed to 
notify us until several days after 
they have moved and then have 
protested that we are being unfair 
in charging to the date of the no¬ 
tice. We dislike situations like this 
too, but we can avoid them only if 
the members will cooperate and no¬ 
tify us when they move from the 
lines. 

For the benefit of those members 
who will move to farms served by 
other REA Cooperatives, we wish 
to advise that your membership in 
this Cooperative is not transfer- 
rable. You will be obliged to make 
application for membership in the 
Cooperative serving the farm to 
which you move when you request 
service. Neither can your member¬ 
ship be transferred to the party 
who will occupy the premises where 
you now live. 

HELPFUL HINTS 

Many of our members have re¬ 
cently installed new electric rang¬ 
es, and many more plan to do so 
as soon as they can be obtained. A 
few simple suggestions for more 
economical and satisfactory ser¬ 
vice from the ranges are offered: 

1. Adjust oven racks before turn¬ 
ing current on. 

2. Plan meals in advance so that 
entire oven space may be util¬ 
ized. 

3. For most foods, oven should 
be pre-heated before putting 
food in to bake. 

4. On ranges which have separ¬ 
ate switches for both upper 
and lower units, always turn 
off the upper unit when oven 
has been pre-heated and food 
is put in. 

5. Avoid long pre-heating before 
food is put in oven. 

6. Do not crowd oven. Cookie 
sheets should be two inches 
smaller than oven. 

7. Roasts and fowls are roasted 
on the oven broiling pan rath¬ 
er than in a covered roaster. 
8. Refrain from opening the 
oven door as this increases the 
cost of operating the range. 

9. Turn the heat off a short while 
before food is done. 

10. Keep inside walls of oven 
clean to get maximum heat. 

# 

# 

+ 

Thin Seeding of Oats 
Results in Advantages 

Seeding oats at one bushel an acre 
gave 93 per cent as high a yield 
as seeding at a two-bushel rate in 
experiments at the University of Il¬ 
linois College of Agriculture. 

Thin seeding increased the strength 4^ 
of the straw, made the plants taller, 
increased the number of cover plants 
in the oats, and increased the height 
of the clover. Larger and stiffer stems 
noticeably reduced lodging also.  

Makes hay and 
silage in less tune 

with fewer men. Helds are 
cleared with surprising speed. 

Eliminates heavy back breaking work from putting up 
the hay crop and filling the silo. Picks up and chops Dry 
Hay. Picks up and cuts Grass Silage from windrow. 
Picks up and chops combined straw which saves storage 
space and makes bettor bedding._ Attachment cuts 
Standing Corn, chops and drops it into wagon. Sepa¬ 
rate forage blower elevates the forage into silo or mow. 
The Gehl Forage Harvester has the regular Gehl cut¬ 
ting mechanism—famous for fast, fine, clean cutting. 
Easily handled by two-plow tractor or jeep. Write WM 
literature today. We elso manufacture Hay Chopper 
Silo Fillers, Hammer Hills, Portable Truck-Mounted 
Mills, and Coal Stokers. Established 1867. 
GEHL BROS. UFO. CO., DEPT. MC-4SS, WEST BEM. VHfc 
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NEWS FROM 
Southeastern 

Harrisburg UL 

A. F. LENTZ, Supt, 

After quite a siege of bitter cold 
weather we are now beginning to 
get adjusted to things and think 

we might all feel better if this 
cool weather would continue for 
a few weeks more and freeze out 
all the cold germs, and get every¬ 
body all set for spring. 

Speaking of spring, you will note 

by the time you read this article 

that February will have practi¬ 
cally passed into history. 

And while we are talking of his¬ 
tory, we will call your attention to 
some figures and happenings of 
your cooperative. 

In the first place, you will note 
that we are steadily increasing our 
membership, by that we mean that 
we connected some 61 new mem¬ 

bers the past month and are run¬ 
ning about that number each 
month v/ith our own crews. 

At a recent meeting of our 
Board of Directors it was voted 

to build our “C” section by “Force 
Account” or in other words, by 
our own crews, and that decision 
was brought about by the critical 
labor situation in Illinois and the 
uncertainty of materials delivery, 
which made it next to impossible 

to get construction done by con¬ 

tract. With all these factors in 
mind, we have been adding new 
units to our transportation equip¬ 
ment, and now have as follows: 

NEW EQUIPMENT 

1—% Ton Chevrolet pick-up 
truck with a new utility 
body. 

We have on order 2 addition¬ 
al pick-ups and have the new 
bodies in our warehouse ready 
to mount as soon as these 
trucks are delivered. These 
will be service trucks. 
1—14 Ton Ford Pickup, with 

new Utility body forservice 
truck. 

1— % T. Dodge—Replacing an 
old truck at Cave In Rock. 

2— 114 T. Chevrolet line trucks 
with winches and booms for 
Construction work. 

2—114 T. Dodge, with line bod¬ 
ies, winches and booms. | 
Heavy construction work. 

1—2 T. Ford, with winches 
and boom. (At this writing 

one Dodge and Ford have 
just been delivered and has 
not been used.) 

1—14 T. Panel, used by Fore¬ 
man on Construction work. 

1—14 T. Suburban Carryall, 
used by Engineering Depart¬ 
ment and can carry a crew of 
8 men. 

1—114 T. Flat Bed construction 
truck. 
1— New Pole trailer. 
2— Trailers to be used for wire 

stringing; each trailer will 
carry 4 reels of wire. 

1—2 T. K6 International Truck 
equipped with a Highway 
Digging machine, which will 
bore a hole and set a pole in 
less than 5 minutes. We are 
justly proud of this unit. 

1—tittle Giant Tree Feller, 
Tractor power saw, that we 
expect to do all our clearing 
and brush cutting from now 
on. This new power saw 
has just been delivered and 
has not been set up as yet, 
but we are told that a crew 
of three men can cut more 
timber with this rig than 40 
men can with hand tools. It 
will cut trees up to 36” and 
we have very few trees larg¬ 
er than that. It will also cut 
brush along tLe present lines. 
This is truly a small tractor 

and can travel at a speed of 3 
miles per hour, powered with a 
4 cylinder “Wisconsin gas en¬ 
gine” and uses about 6 gallons 
of gasoline per day. This ma¬ 

chine propels itself, both for- I 
ward and reverse. 

(Don't ask us yet, but it 
might be possible for some of 
our members to get the use 
of this machine to cleanup 
those old fence rows that you 
have been dreading for so 
many years, and which have 
been sapping the land for 50 
to 100 feet out in the field, to 
say nothing of added looks 
and improvement to the farm). 
Incidentally, this saw cuts 
trees level with the ground, or 
at any angle and any height 
up to 3 feet high. 

We expect to have the engineers 
on the job staking these lines 

within a couple weeks and as fast 
as staking is completed and sheets 

are delivered to us, we expect to 
haul the poles and put the hard¬ 
ware on, and get them ready for 
the digging machine. This ma¬ 
chine can set 30 to 50 poles each 
day, if ground conditions will per¬ 
mit the equipment to get to the 
pole location. 

When weather clears up we ex¬ 
pect to put poles in the air very 
rapidly, and complete each exten¬ 
sion just as fast as materials and 
men will permit. 

“D” SECTION NOTES 
We are having considerable diffi¬ 

culty in explaining to our people 
that signed applications back in 
1945 when the “D” section was de¬ 
veloped, why construction cannot 
be started immediately. “You 
promised us that we would get 
service this year”, etc., etc. 

Well, there is just one answer 

that we know of, which does not 
satisfy at all, but which is true 
never-the-less, namely, that the 
application for this allotment was 

submitted to REA in fall of 1945 
and consisted of 244 miles of sin¬ 

gle phase distribution lines plus 
30 miles of 66,000 volt transmission 

lines including 3 large substations 
for system improvement. 

Due to the nature of our system, 

these papers were not completed 
until Oct. 3, 1946, when an allot¬ 
ment of $700,000.00 was made to us. 
Materials were immediately order¬ 
ed for this 244 miles of distribu¬ 
tion lines, ‘ but no material suppli¬ 
er would promise delivery under 
12 months, which would mean that 

this section cannot be started in 
1947. 

Conditions on a national scale 
will not permit the manufacturer 

to ship all the goods needed by 
everybody, at once, therefore all 
our plans had to be revised as to 
the construction date of this sec¬ 
tion. We have long since ceased 

to make any further promises as 
to when construction can begin on 
this “D” section. 

Our force has never stopped 
building short extensions, and 
sometime these lines are longer 
than some of the regular project 
extensions, and we have all that 
to explain. 

It all boils down to the fact that 
our rural people want and need 
very badly, electric service, and 
all we can promise is that we will 
get to them just as rapidly as 
possibly, and since they have wait¬ 
ed a lifetime already, a short time 
more won’t make much difference. 

We wish to call your attention 
to the report below and you will 
note that we have again set new 
records all along the line. 

Januray 1947 
Members connected   5250 
Members billed   5233 
Miles energized    1256 
Average density per mile.... 4.17 
Operating revenue per mile 25.80 

Kilowatts purchased 
(CIPS Reading, 1-to 1st) 1,035,300 
(20th to 20th)   —1,000,800 

Kilowatts sold (20th to 
20th)   782,557 

Line Loss   21.8% 
KW Demand: 

Ledford Substation   1326 
Benton ”   369 

Galtia ”   330 
Marion ”   780 

Minimum bills  1634 

Minimum percent     31.2% 
Total amount billed  32,027.19 

Amount of power bill  11,167.40 

NEWS FROM 
Com Belt 

Bloomington, fH. 

T. H. HATER, Supt. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
FEB. 21 

By the time members receive 

this paper the 9th annual meeting 

of the co-op will have been held. 
Reports indicate another success¬ 
ful year with over 5,000 farms be¬ 
ing served. 

We hope you attended the meet¬ 
ing. If you did you might be one 

of the lucky 25 or so members who 
took home a nice electrical appli¬ 
ance as an attendance gift. If you 
did not attend and would like a 
copy of the annual report please 
drop a card to the office and we 
will be glad to mail you one. 

NEWS FROM 
Illinois Valley 

Princeton, HI. 

JOHN H. WOLFE, Mgr, 

AUSTRALIAN ENGINEER 

VISITS OUR COOPERATIVE 
We had a very interesting visit 

recently from Mr. C. A. Saxby, 
electrical engineer, from Sydney, 
Australia. He had visited the 
REA offices at Washington and 
they had suggested the Corn Belt 

Electric Cooperative as one of the 
rural electric co-ops in this coun¬ 
try which he could visit. His pur¬ 

pose was to learn how rural elec¬ 
trification is being handled in this 
country and take the ideas back 

to Australia. 

There the government builds 
and owns the lines and in many 
areas they will have one farm per 
mile of line, which makes a prob¬ 
lem from the standpoint of finan¬ 
cial feasibility. However, they do 

not have sleet storms as we have 
here and therefore the lines can 
be constructed more economically. 

Mr. Saxby was very much inter¬ 
ested in our line construction and 
co-op policies particularly in the 
automate circuit breakers which 
do not require a lineman to reset 
them after a stroke of lightning. 
He also asked several questions j 
about our economical method of i 

billing members and the uses to i 

which our members are putting 

electric power. We were very glad 
to have him visit our co-op. 

BOOSTER COMMITTEE MEETS 

The Co-op Booster .Committee 

composed of a man and wife ap¬ 
pointed by the directors from each 
township, met February 5 for its 

second meeting. The two main 
subjects for discussion were a con¬ 
tinuation of the talks on wiring re¬ 
inspection and the Capital Credits 
Plan suggested by REA. These 
two topics probably will be dis¬ 
cussed further at the annual meet¬ 
ing. 

Re-inspection of farmstead wir¬ 
ing has been carried out on nearly 
100 farms up to date and it has 

been found that practically every 
farm has added some wiring or 

changed their fuses so that the 
wiring is not 100% adequate or 

safe. Several cases have been 
found where a building or a wa¬ 
ter pump has been served without 
any fuses whatever. This is very 

bad because if anything goes 
wrong it would either burn up the 

co-op transformer or blow the fuse 
at the transformer. In either case 
the member would be out of serv¬ 
ice and there would be consider¬ 
able expense involved. 

In several other cases wiring 
was found which created a hazard 
to the families of the members or 
to the livestock, and which sooner 
or later is bound to cost the mem¬ 

ber money because electricity 

would be wasted through a leak 
in the wiring. 

Several cases have been report¬ 
ed recently where because of 

faulty wiring the member’s meter 

registered from 500 to 1,000 more 

kilowatt hours than had previous¬ 

ly been used during the month. In 

these cases the member usually 
asks, “Do I have to pay for this 

Entire System of Cooperative 
Paralyzed by Sleet Storm 

Freezing rain, high winds and 
severe cold weather combined forc¬ 
es on Jan. 29 playing havoc with 
the entire system of our Cooper¬ 
ative. The severe storm affected 
our lines as far east as Kendall 
County, west into our Victoria 

system, south into Putnam Coun¬ 

ty and north to the extent of our 
lines, thereby making it necessary 
that the entire 1,061 miles of line 
be patrolled and repaired before 

service could be restored. 

On our “X” system near the 

Clarence Morris farm all four 
wires were broken on the main 

three-phase line. A large limb 
broke the two-phase line at ap¬ 
proximately Pole 195 on the X 1 

Line, and along Route 88 the ice 
and wind caused the wires to slap 
together and burned down the two- 
phase line there also. On the “W” 
System, a cross-arm was broken 
on our three-phase line between 

poles 59 and 62 on our W 1 Line. 
Also, on this same W 1 Line, be¬ 
tween Poles 259 and 270, two poles 

were broken off by the ice and 

wasted electricity?” Our answer is, 
“If you had a tank of gasoline 
which sprung a leak and the gaso¬ 

line ran out on the ground who 
would pay for it? The electricity 
which leaks out of a bad wiring 
system is lost and has to be paid 

for by someone just as much as 

gasoline would have to be.” 

Any member who would like to 

have his wiring inspected at any 
time may request re-iuspection by 
the co-op inspector by ’agreeing to 
pay an extra inspection fee. We 

recommend that members who 
have additional wiring done have 
a reliable electrician do the work 
and if they have any question at 
all to contact the co-op office. 

The Capital Credits plan, sug¬ 
gested by REA, has been explained 
previously in a general article in 

the Illinois REA News in a past 
issue. This plan provides for 
showing on the books of the co-op 

the amount of capital which each 
member has contributed toward the 
finances of the co-op above oper¬ 
ating expenses. 

The plan cannot be put into ef¬ 
fect unless or until members at an 
annual meeting vote for it. The 

directors are considering the ad¬ 
visability of recommending it to 
the members but will take time 
enough to consider very carefully 
before making the final decision. 
The directors will be glad to have 
reaction from the members as to 
whether they would like to have 
it adopted. 

SLEET STORM HITS 
EDGE OF CO-OP LINES 

The recent sleet storm in early 
February which knocked down 
power and telephone lines in north¬ 
ern Illinois, just caught the north 

edge of our co-op lines in the El 
Paso and Chenoa area. We were 
very fortunate because we did not 
have nearly the damage that co¬ 
ops and utilities in the northern 
part of the state had. In that area 
sleet did thousands of dollars dam¬ 
age to the lines and caused the 
telephone and power service to be 
off for several days even in some 
larger cities. 

However, the people on the Kap¬ 
pa substation and to a lesser ex¬ 

tent on the Lexington substation 
did feel that they were in the mid¬ 
dle of a sleet belt. The sleet here 
was heavy enough to take down 

several trees across the lines and 

the roads and cause considerable 

inconvenience to our members. Our 
linemen worked all the first night 

and all the next day continuously 
to repair the damage. 

wind. The W 2, W 3, W 4 a»4 
W 5 lines were also damaged by 
falling limbs caused by the ice. 
On the “P” System, two poles 
were broken on the three-phase 
line between poles 90 and 97 on 
the P 1 line. The three-phase line 
was also broken on our P 1 line 
at pole 20. Cross arms were brok¬ 
en between poles 115 and 125 on our 

main “P” line. On the P 6 line 
wires were broken and several 
strands were broken due to the 
heavy sleet. Our lines in LaSalle 

| County and Putnam County were 
hit just as h»rd. Even the insu¬ 
lators were damaged by the storm. 
Transformers were shorted out 
along the line which caused the 

I lines to go off even after the 3ine- 
' man had restored the service. 

Every line had numerous troubles 
such as reported above. 

We want to thank our members 
for bearing with us during this 

■ storm. Many of our members 
! have written in expressing their 

thanks to the manager and line- 
I 

men for making every attempt 

! possible to restore the service as 
i quickly as possible. We realize 

the hardships you were up against 
when the electricity was off for 
several days causing loss in dollars 

as well as inconveniences. Thank 
you for cooperating v/ith us in 
reporting trees down and broken 
lines. Due to the telephone tie- 
up the linemen were unable to 
contact the office in regards to 

these reported troubles, but we 
did get word to them whenever 
possible. We believe our linemen 

and manager are certainly entitled 
j to a “Thank You” as everything 

in their power was done to restore 
the service to our lines even 
though the weatherman was 

against them. Let us hope we will 
never experience another storm 
such as this. 

The following new members v/ere 
connected to our lines during the 
month of January: Nels Houghton, 
Vernon Hartz, Willard Fay, Wil¬ 
liam C. Farley, Ed. Smith, Thomas 

Shaughnessy, Ray Lindenmeir, 
Raymond Maas, Mell Verniere, 
William C. Patch, Mell Taets. E. J. 

Lineweaver, William Hopkins, Do¬ 

minic Datti, Earl Dabler, Wilbur 
Fisher, School Dist. No. 51, Jessie 

Jerde, Russell Swanson, Roy Rose- 
now, John F. Graham, Harry Carl¬ 
son, Cecil McLane, John Joseph- 
son, Phil Taets, Nelson V. Hough¬ 
ton and Alex Bell. 

New Appliances Being Installed 
Following are a few of the many 

appliances that are being installed 
at different REA members: Milking 
Machine—Alphonse Calsyn, Victor 

DeCraene, Clarence Jacquet, Art 
Mohr, John Pohar. Water Heater 
—Keith Milnes, Charles G. Mar¬ 
shall, Valere Lapiere, D. S. Knght, 
Kenneth Johnson, Harry Frtch. 
Refrigerator—Lowell E. Bjorling, 

Edward Fahnstrom, Perry Flint, 
Louis Gardner, A. W. Hammer- 
strand, Clarence Hepner. Deep 
Freeze—Ed. Burkman, Louis Gard¬ 
ner. Incubator—Max Grolla. Range 
— J. Lewis Gatidi, Malcolmn 

Knowles. 
Board of Directors Meeting 

The following directors were 
present for their monthly meeting 
held on February 11th: Ray H. 
Jackson, Edith Kays, Madge Nye, 

Dale T. Anderson. Asa Gorden, 
Raymond Eiten, and C. N. Holler- 
ich, Vttorney. 

Our President, Mr. Boyle, was 
unable to atttend this meeting due 
to illness. We hope that he is much 
improved at this writing. 

When mailing in your cheeks 
please make sure that the check 
has been signed. Recently we have 
received several checks without a 

signature so would just like to re¬ 
mind you to make sure your check 

is completed before mailing. 
The list of members having to 

pay the penalty during the last few 

months seems to be increasing. We 

would like to see this list decrease 

and feel sure it can be done if 

everyone will make a little more 

effort to see that their bill is paid 

by the 10th. 
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READ WARNS DIVERNON MEMBERS NOT 
TO TAKE CO-OP SERVICE FOR GRANTED 

Manager White Reports 
On Year’s Activities 
At Annual Meeting 

It is too easy for members of 
REA cooperatives to begin taking 
their electric service for granted 

and to lose sight of their respon¬ 
sibilities to their cooperative, Ever¬ 
ett R. Read, superintendent of the 
Illinois division of rural elctrifica- 
tion, warned the 800 members who 

attened the annual meeting of 
Rural Electric Convenience coop¬ 

erative at Divernon, February 3. 

To many farmers, Read said, get¬ 
ting electricity on the farm was 
so easy that they have lost the 
significance of being members of 

Everett R. Read 

an electric cooperative and fail to 

truly appreciate all that such serv¬ 

ice means to them. 
Read reminded his listeners that 

he is a member of Jo-Carroll Elec¬ 
tric cooperative at Elizabeth and 

while he has served as a member 
©f the board and as president, he 
most keenly values his membership 
and the advantages it has brought 
him on his farm. 

Pioneer Spirit 
"In the early days of REA co¬ 

operatives there was truly a pio¬ 
neer spirit demonstrated by the 
farms of America in going out 
along their township and county 
roads, talking to their neighbors, 

convincing skeptical farmers that 
they should join in the movement 
to bring electricity to rural com¬ 
munities,” Read recalled. “It was 
not an easy task to organize the 
electric cooperatives and it is not 
going to be an easy task to keep 
them prospering and growing.” he 
«aid. 

With the REA program now 11 
years old, most cooperatives have 

suffered through their early grow¬ 
ing pains and have become sub¬ 
stantial business, concerns, serving 

large areas in an efficient and sat¬ 
isfactory manner, but the respon¬ 

sibility of those being served is 
still very great, Read insisted. 

“Many thousands of farmers in 
Illinois, millions of them through¬ 
out the nation, are still waiting 
for electricity and it is up to those 
in the REA cooperatives to work 
with determination to see that 

those waiting for service soon get 
it,” he declared. 

Success Ahead 
“Early in our projects we were 

told that they couldn’t possibly 
succeed and that the private pow¬ 
er companies would soon take over 
most of the REA co-ops,” the 
speaker continued. “We have 
proved our enemies were wrong in 
this bold assumption. ‘ But we 

must pull together now or we can 

still be destroyed. We must not 
be awed by the size and power of 

those who oppose us.” 
Read suggested that the opposi¬ 

tion to the REA program called 

for fierce resistance. He likened 

the disputes to one dog trying to 

teke a bone from another. 
“Even if the dog with the bone 

is a little one, and the other big 

and husky, the little fellow can put 
up such a terrific scrap that his 

selfish antagonist will soon decide 

it isn’t worth the battle aasi? leave 

him alone,” Read compared. 

Good Members 
Read suggested that every mem¬ 

ber of an REA cooperative could 
do certain things to strengthen his 
organization. 

1. Exercise judgment in select¬ 
ing the right type of leaders for 

places on the board of directors 
and not hesitate to replace an un¬ 
satisfactory director with a better, 
more aggressive person. 

2. Cooperate wholeheartedly with 

the co-op manager by being the 
kind of member who does what 

is expected of him—read the meter 
on time, pay bills on time, report 
hazards to the lines or interruptions 

of service promptly, be patient 
during interruptions of service, 

and expect no special favors. 

3. Give the co-op manager, the 
linemen, the office staff an occas¬ 

ional pat on the back—make them 
understand that you appreciate 
their efforts to give you the best 

possible service. '' 
4. Never lose sight of the fact 

that you are a member—NOT A 
CUSTOMER—and that you can 
help make your cooperative a suc¬ 

cess. As a member, don’t let any¬ 
one take away what you’ve got! 

President 111 
In the absence of President Fred 

Harms who was hospitalized be¬ 
cause of illness, the annual meet¬ 
ing was presided over by Vice 

President George C. Simon. 
In his remarks, Simon expressed 

pleasure at finding such a large 
attendance crowded into the high 
school gymnasium at Divernon. 
He said the board of directors 
truly; appreciated the interest 

shown by the members and that 
a large crowd at the annual meet¬ 
ings served as an inspiration to the 
directors to do their very best to 
carry forward the cooperative’s 
program. 

Simon introduced E. C. Collier 

of. REA’s management division, 
who discussed the capital credits 
plan, pointing out the advantages 

to the members in having the 
books of their organization accu¬ 
rately reflect the capital invest¬ 
ment of each. 

Elect Director* 
The names of Fred W. Harms, | 

George C. Simon and George S. 
Sloman were offered by the nom¬ 
inating committee to serve three- 
year terms on the board of direc¬ 

tors and all were re-elected with¬ 
out opposition. 

Entertainment was provided 
throughout the meeting by the 
boy’s choir of Divernon High 
School, accordion solos were play¬ 
ed by Howard Good and Sue Si¬ 
mon, a piano solo by Margaret 
Uhrig, and sound motion pictures 

were shown by Fred E. Darr, elec¬ 
trification adviser of Menard Elec¬ 
tric cooperative, Petersburg. 

Manfred R. White, of the co-op 
staff gave the secretary’s report 
covering the official meetings and 

actions taken by the hoard of 

directors during the previous year. 
Reporting to the members at his 

first annual meeting since assum¬ 
ing his new duties last summer, 

Manager Ralph V. White express¬ 
ed his appreciation for the excel¬ 
lent cooperation he has had from 
the directors, members, and the 
co-op personnel. 

Line Construction 
“Although our records show that 

80 miles of line were built during | 

1946 and 166 more members were j 
connected, we are none too proud 
of our construction activities for 
the year.” Manager White admit¬ 

ted. 

“Our ‘K’ allotment was opened 

for bids by contractors but the 

bids were too high and the time set 

to begin construction was so in¬ 
definite that it was decided to can¬ 

cel the bids,” he continued. “Rath¬ 
er than wait another year for the 

arrival of materials and because 

we want to get service to as many 

“This Is The Way Our Co-op Grows .. 

Manager Ralph V, White of Rural Electric Convenience cooperative, 
uses a chart to show the members at their annual meeting in Divernon how 
the co-op has grown each year since 1941 despite the war-time restrictions 
and the postwar acute shortages of all materials. He warned, however, that 
“all is not clear sledding ahead” in discussing the powerful opposition to the 
REA program. 

members as possible, the directors 
decided that we would build as 
much line as we could with out 

own line crev/s.” 

This force account construction 
was finally brought to a halt. 
White disclosed, because the co-op 
could not obtain necessary mater¬ 
ials for building new lines. High- 
line conductor needed last July, he 
said, had just arrived in January. 
With so many uncertainties in the 
labor and production situations, 

the manager declined to predict 
when new line construction could 

be resumed at a normal rate. 

Use By Members 
Although new line construction 

has been delayed, White advised 

the members that the cooperative 
planned to give as much help as 
possible to those receiving service 
to enable them tu derive the great¬ 
est possible benefit from electric 
energy on their farms. 

“We are hopeful to have in the 
near future an electrical adviser 
on our staff who will devote his 

time exclusively to helping our 
members make the most efficient 

and profitable use of electricity. 
He will be prepared to give you 
advice from how to install a fuse 
to how to instaL an electric hay 
drier in your barn, and all the oth¬ 
er uses of electricity in between,” 

White said. • “He will carry on a 
continuous program to help you 
with your problems in connection 
with the use of electricity.” 

White urged the memoers to 
plan on installing a complete elec¬ 
tric water system on their farms 

at the first opportunity. He said 
such a system was at the top of 
the list of worthwhile improve¬ 

ments to the farm and home after 
electric power is available. 

“Do you know that a farm wife 
handles 6,036 pounds of wet wash, 
carries 38,000 pounds of water 
from the pump, spends 228 hours 
or nearly 29 days a year, doing 
the laundry without a water sys¬ 
tem on the farm?” White inquired. 

“With a modern water system and 

plenty of hot water at the tap, she 
would be able to save the greater 
share of that time and laundry 
would not be a burden, but would 

leave her time for more important 
things,” the manager surmised. 

Daggers Ahead 
White used charts to show the 

meJhbers graphically how the co- j 
op spent each dollar of revenue 
for operations and amortization of 

its loan obligations and how the 

members had increased their use 
of electric energy over the years. 

He explained that this healthy 
growth in itself created new prob¬ 

lems and that it would be neces¬ 
sary to make improvements to the 

distribution system, increase sub¬ 

station capacity and to re-phase 

some of the existing lines to ac¬ 
comodate the demands which! 
would be made on the system in 

the future. I 
“I would be doing you an injus- j 

tice, however, if I led you to be-| 

lieve that everything would be 

clear sailing,” White declared. “Al¬ 
ready there are forces organized 
to destroy us and we will meet 
much opposition in the future as 
we strive to attain our goal of 
complete area coverage.” 

White paid tribute to the Illi¬ 
nois Rural Electric cooperative at 
Winchester which has been harras- 
sed by labor disputes and had 

some of its feeder lines cut in the 
night resulting in hundreds of | 
farms being left without electri- j 
city. As a consequence of such 

damage to their property, the mem¬ 
bers of the Winchester cooperative 
have maintained patrols of their 
lines to guard them against further 
vandalism. 

White said he admired the direc¬ 
tors, the manager and his person¬ 
nel, and the members of that co¬ 
op for their courage and deter¬ 
mination in carrying on against 
such odds. While he hope! noth¬ 
ing of a similar nature would oc¬ 
cur on the Divernon cooperative; 

he admitted that such adversity 

brought members closer together 
and made them appreciate their 

cooperative. 

“With our mutual understanding 
of each other's problems and with 
an abiding faith in Almighty God, 

we too can make our co-op a bet¬ 
ter and stronger one in the face 

of all opposition,” White declared. 

Introductions 

Guests intrdoueed to the mem¬ 
bers were Miss Joan Cameron, as¬ 
sistant editor of the Illinois REA 
News; Everett R. Brown, field rep¬ 

resentative, REA applications and 
loans division; Karl Backer, field 

representative, REA engineeing 
division, Manager Dean Searls and 
President Roy Sharrow of Adams 
Electric cooperative, Camp Point. 

Acting President Simon intro¬ 

duced A. D. Mueller, editor of the 

Illinois REA News, with a request 
that he visit with the members. 
The editor spoke briefly of the 
need for REA members to be 

gravely concerned over the atti¬ 
tude indicated by the 80th Congress 
toward future loan authorizations 
for the Rural Electrification Ad¬ 
ministration. 

He urged them to write sincere, 
factual letters to their representa¬ 
tives in Congress insisting that 
funds be made available for the 
building of new lines until every 
farm in America can be served 
with central station electric en¬ 

ergy. 

“Electricity for the farmers of 
this country is not a partisan po¬ 

litical issue and it must never be,” 
the editor said. 

“You weren’t asked about your 
political faith when you become a 

member of your cooperative, and 
the kilowatts coming to you over 
your co-op lines are neither Re¬ 
publican nor Democrat. By the 

same token, there is no political 

issue involved in requests for ad¬ 

ditional funds for building new 

rural electrification lines. Every 

STATE ASSOCIATION— 
fcFfom Page Oiro) 

association board in order to do 
his most effective work. 

District Meetings Urged 

Aft recent meetings of the state 
board discussion has emphasized 

the importance of holding regular 
district meetings and of bringing 
an agenda of “grass roots” sug¬ 

gestions and recommendations to 

the association board meetings 
from such district meetings. 

With the Monroe County and 
Spoon River cooperatives taking 
their places on the state-wide ros¬ 
ter, all districts will have a full 

quota of members, bringing to 243 
the potential number of directors 
who can meet to formulate the 
state-wide program. 

The Waterloo cooperative direc¬ 
tors will meet with those of Clin¬ 
ton County Electric, Breese, and 

Tri-Counties Electric, Mt. Vernon, 
currently represented on the state 
hoard by Vincent Albers of Bar- 
telso, president of Clinton County 
Electric. 

The directors of the Spoon River 
cooperative at Canton will meet 
with those of Western Illinois Elec¬ 
tric, Carthage, and McDonough 

Power cooperative, Macomb, cur¬ 

rently represented on the state 
board by G. Wayne Welsh of Sci- 
ota, president of the McDonough 
co- op. 

Appeal Made 

Recognizing that the REA pro¬ 
gram is facing new problems and 
powerful enemies, discussion by 

the state directors has centered in 
p'ast months on the need for a full 

representation of all the coopera¬ 
tives if a program of maximum ef¬ 
fectiveness is to be carried for¬ 
ward. 

Subsequently, A. E. Becker, state 
coordinattor, was invited to the an¬ 
nual meetings of the Monroe Coun¬ 
ty and Spoon River cooperatives to 

discuss the program of the state 
organization. At both meetings he 

pointed out the many advantages 
of membership, outlined briefly 
the proposed future plans, and 

stressed the need for 100 percent 
membership to strengthen t£e pos¬ 
ition of the Illinois cooperatives 

both individually and collectively. 
The directors of the two coop¬ 

eratives had earlier acted favor¬ 
ably upon motions to join the state 

association but final action was 

submitted by both to the members 
at their respective annual meet¬ 
ings. Both cooperative member¬ 
ships voted unanimously to join. 

STUDY UNDERWAY— 
(From Page One) 

—at the same rates as regular tele¬ 
phones. 

In the sparcely settled West, 

where the cost of either telephone or 

electric distribution lines would be 
prohibitive to reach isolated ranches, 
the telephone companies have three 

radio-telephone systems in operation, 
also at regular rates. 

Another late development is that 
REA and the telephone industry 

have agreed upon two contract forms 
which REA-financed systems may use 
in cooperation with the telephone 

companies. One type contract will 
permit the stringing of ordinary tele¬ 

phone line on power poles and the 
other will permit telephone companies 
to superimpose the carrier system up¬ 
on the power systems. 

Measure half cup shortening by 
filling cup half full with cold wa¬ 

ter. Add shortening till water 

reaches top; remove water. 

Carrots and other edible roots 

were imported into Great Britain 
from Holland and Flanders about 

1510. 

loyal, co-op member should take 

the democratic means of express¬ 
ing himself toy writing an appeal 

to his representatives in Congress 

for ample funds for with whicte 

to carry on the REA program.*'1 
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LESS THAN NOTHING 

In the operations of anything so 
immense as the Federal Government 
it is only to be expected that estab¬ 
lished methods of procedure should 
appear highly involved and compli¬ 
cated to the average layman. Thus 
Government emerges as an endless 
involvement in carbon copies, blue, 
white, and yellow papers and re¬ 
ports, reports, reports, reports, re¬ 
ports, reports. 

To help simplify all this paper 
work, code numbers are assigned to 
about everything, and reports parti¬ 
cularly, are identified, we learned, by 
special numbers indicating the topic,* 
the nature of the subject being re¬ 
ported, and even the location of the 
person making the report. 

Sometimes even these code num¬ 
bers take on a special significance, 
we discovered, when we drove from 
Petersburg to Waterloo the first of 
February with Abe Becker, state co¬ 
ordinator, Everett Read, superinten¬ 
dent of the state rural electrification 
division, and Ed Collier, field repre¬ 
sentative for REA’s management di¬ 
vision, to attend the annual meeting 
of Monroe County Electric coopera¬ 
tive. 

In the course of the general con¬ 
versation, Ed mentioned to Everett 
that he might call at his Springfield 
office one day soon to discuss the 
Capital Credits Plan in some detail, 
as Everett had indicated- he would 
like to do. It would be mighty con¬ 
venient, Ed remarked, since his own 
home is in Springfield and an office 
call on Everett would obviate the 
necessity of a long drive upstate to 
Elizabeth, home of Jo-Carroll Electric 
cooperative. 

“If I can arrange to see you right 
there in Springfield, I’ll just turn in a 
double-zero report to REA," Ed vol¬ 
unteered. 

“Is that how you would appraise 
a conversation with me?” Everett de¬ 
manded to know from the front seat. 

“Yes, a double-zero report is one 
showing that I worked at headquar¬ 
ters,” Ed went on to explain casually. 

“In other words, a visit with me 
is worth just a little less than noth¬ 
ing?” Everett persisted. "That’s quite 
a compliment!" 

Ed’s entanglement in his Govern¬ 
ment redtape finally dawned on him, 
and with the rest of us roaring with 
mirth, he endeavored, without being 
permitted too much success, to con¬ 
vince Everett that he, and REA, 
would hold any such conversation in 
great esteem. 

NEVER A DULL MOMENT! 
Art Lentz, manager of Southeast¬ 

ern Illinois Electric cooperative at 
Harrisburg, is the kind of fellow who 
keeps things popping and the affairs 
of his large organization move along 
at a terrific clip with Art serving as 
the high-capacity dynamo energizing 
the works. 

But on February 16, the day be¬ 
fore we were ushered into Art’s im¬ 
posing office in the co-op’s spacious 
new quarters on the southeastern edge 
of Harrisburg, there had been some 
thing popping around him for which 
he took no responsibility! 

As is so often his custom, Art went 
down to the office to put in a few 
hours work on Sunday afternoon 
while things were pretty quiet around 
the place. He got up from his desk, 
after a time, and strolled casually to 
the window to rest his eyes. Instead, 
they nearly popped out! 

Just as his vision came to focus on 
the headquarters of the colored veter¬ 
an’s VFW hall, a highly excited ex- 
GI came around the corner of the hall 
at a dead run and right behind him. 

brandishing a shotgun, raced one of 
his fellow VFW buddies. 

Art looked on, frozen with eston- 
ishment, as the man with the gun 
leveled it at his fleeing chum and 
blasted away. To Art’s relief, the 
veteran’s markmanship was nothing 
to brag about and the intended victim 
continued his dash, considerably ac¬ 
celerated, around the side of the co¬ 
op building. 

This was too much to miss! Art 
raced through the offices to the oth¬ 
er side, but as he ran, he heard two 
more shots ring out. Apparently 
there was no improvement in mark¬ 
manship, however, as the first runner 
emerged unscathed and at an even 
more remarkable speed, on the far 
side of the co-op building. 

Art learned later that the first fel¬ 
low had had his inning having dis¬ 
charged a .45 calibre revolver “in the 
general direction,” he said, of his 
shotgun-toting adversary. 

The local sheriff and his deputies 
subsequently locked up the two VFW 
buddies in the county jail. 

Art went back to work. 
* * * 

POLITICAL ACROBATICS! 
With REA cooperative leaders 

throughout the country gravely con¬ 
cerned over the attitude of the 80th 
Congress toward further adequate 
loan authorizations for the Rural 
Electrification Administration, there 
appears ample cause for expecting 
some fancy hi-jinks by our represen¬ 
tatives in Washington before the sit¬ 
uation is clarified. 

We are inclined to agree with the 
Illinois farmer who was being shown 
around the Capital and after a visit 
to the national legislature, observed: 

“A politician sure has got to be an 
acrobat!” 

“How do you figure that?” asked 
his wife. 

“Well,” the farmer explained, 
“they’ve got to be able to straddle a 
fence, keep their fingers on the Na¬ 
tion's pulse, point with pride and look 
to the future while keeping both ears 
to the ground!" 

We know that a lot of congress¬ 
men will be keeping their ears to the 
growl if about three million farmers 
who are expecting it don’t get cen¬ 
tral station electric service before too 
long! 

SOUTHWESTERN—- 
(From Page Three) 

25th. This has done much to 
correct the low voltage former¬ 
ly experienced in the western 
part of Bond County and the 
eastern part of Madison Co. I 
This is only a small beginning 
to the work planned to give 
the members adequate service. 
As the material is received 
more work can be done in this 
and other parts of the system. 

TRANSMISSION LINE 
The hard freeze and near zero 

weather enabled your Fayette 
County crew to set the heavy poles 
for the transmission line being built 
south of Brownstown. There is still 
a lot of material to be secured and 
installed before the line can be put 
into operation but the ground had 
to be frozen or as dry as it would 
be in August to set these heavy 
poles. Therefore, we are happy to 
have had the opportunity to get 
them set now. The conductor for 
the transmission line was received 
a few days ago and the substation 
transformers as well as six more 
substation transformers for some of 
the other proposed substations. So, 
little by little, we are accumulating 
the needed material to complete the 
job. 

YOUR LIFE 
Your life is not worth • 

PAGE SEVEN 

Ira L. Sieben, M. Theodore Anderson and Charles Klavohn were re-elected for three-year terms as directom 
of Farmers Mutual Electric cooperative, Geneseo, at the annual meeting January 27. Left to right, seated, Mat* 
thew Smith; Ira L. Sieben, vice president; Jacob D. Gottche, president; M. Theodore Anderson, secretary* 
treasurer; William Meir. Back row, from the left, William Fairlie, Charles Yager, Maurice Lewis, Charles 
Klavohn, Manager Walter O. Parson. 

At Helm of Farmers Mutual Co-ops 

nickle when you try to re-fuse 
a transformer as one member 
did a few days ago. 
We have repeatedly warned the 

members against climbing poles 
carrying the primary 7,200 volt cir¬ 
cuit. Linemen are given a mini¬ 
mum of four years training and 
are furnished with tested equip¬ 
ment before they are permitted to 
ascend a pole carrying energized 
lines to work alone. Therefore, 
please cooperate with us and let 
the trained linemen in your coop¬ 
erative’s employ do the work. It 
will save your life and avoid those 
spine-chilling stories of how some¬ 
one tried to reclose a switch after 
the fuse has Mown. 

Another thing which happens too 
often is that additions or deletions 
from the wiring is attempted with¬ 
out removing the fuses which pro¬ 
tect that particular part of the wir¬ 
ing system. This, too, may result 
in a fatal shook and too often in 
burning out the fuse protecting the 
individual transformer making a 
costly trip necessary by your main¬ 
tenance crew. 

Therefore, if you are not exper¬ 
ienced have a competent electrician 
do your work instead of attempt¬ 
ing something for which you do not 
know the proper procedure. 

LITTLE VALUE 
Your time is not worth much 

when you pump tons of water by 
hand, carry it to the stock or in 
the house, and, of course, carry out 
again that used in f*ie house. It is 
said that a nickel’s worth of elec¬ 
trical current will pump 1,000 gal¬ 
lons, or approximately 4 tons of 
water. Good management would 
indicate the fallacy of pumping by 
hand to say nothing of transport¬ 
ing the same to the point where it 
is to be used. Therefore, a prop¬ 
erly designed water system togeth¬ 
er with a sewerage system would 
seem to be the answer. 

Now that you have so many oth¬ 
er labor saving electrically-opera¬ 
ted devices on your farm why not 
have your pump dealer and plumb¬ 
er he|p you plan and install a good 
water system complete with bath 
room, hot and cold water in the 
house and water piped to the var¬ 
ious out buildings where it is need¬ 
ed. In a short time you will have 
the cost of the same back in your 
pocket as a saving and you and 
your dear wife will not be wasting 
your time and needed energy 
pumping and carrying tons of wa¬ 
ter each month. 

Clean Fence Lines 
We have mentioned this before 

but wish again to compliment many 
of the members for clearing brush 
along the fence rows and to thank 
them for that part which in time ; 
will be a hazard and menace to the 
operation of the line. Such clear¬ 
ing adds much to the appearance 
of the farm, is an indication of the 
caliber of the operator, destroys 
insect harbors, etc., in addition to | 

Farmers Mniaal Co-op Nearing 
Goal of Complete Area Coverage 
Reports Approved By 

Members at Tenth 
Annual Meeting 

Every farmer in the territory 
served by Farmers Mutual Elec¬ 
tric cooperative will have electri¬ 
city within the next several 
months and the cooperative’s goal 
of complete area coverage will be 
attained, according to a prediction 
by Manager W. O. Parson made 
to the 100 members attending the 
cooperative’s tenth annual meeting 
in the city building, Geneseo, Jan¬ 
uary 27. 

Manager Parson advised that 42 
farms were connected to the dis¬ 
tribution system in 1946 bringing 
the total receiving service to 527. 
But the job of rural electrification 
in the co-op’s area is not finished, 
the manager warned. Improve¬ 
ments to the distribution system 
must be made to assure uninter¬ 
rupted service and to provide ade¬ 
quate power to meet increased de¬ 
mands anticipated with the sale of 
new electrical equipment and ap¬ 
pliances to the farmers, he said. 

Parson reported the cooperative 
had been very fortunate during 
the subsequent to the war in hav¬ 
ing placed orders for equipment 
and supplies sufficiently in ad¬ 
vance to enable it to procure trans¬ 
formers, meters, pole line conduc¬ 
tor, hardware, and trucks with 
which to continue its program of 
taking electric service to all mem¬ 
bers who applied for it. 

Cooperative Spirit 
In his opening remarks at the 

annual meeting, President Jacob D. 
Gottsche praised the cooperative 
spirit of the board members and the 
manager, pointing out that only 
through team work had the Farm¬ 
ers Mutual cooperative been able 
to accomplish its purpose of tak¬ 
ing electric service to the farmers 
who requested it. 

HLs brief reference to the excel¬ 
lent financial status of the coop¬ 
erative was substantiated by the 
report of Theodores Anderson, sec¬ 
retary-treasurer. In addition to 
meeting all its operating overhead 
and investing a substantial sum in 
Government Bonds, Anderson re¬ 
ported that the cooperative has re¬ 
duced its mortgage indebtedness 
and has made advanced payments 

lowering the cost to your coopera¬ 
tive for line maintenance. Please 
do not forget to contact the office 
or the maintenance men in your 
area before attempting to cut a tree 
that may contact the line in fall¬ 
ing. This is dangerous and should 
not be attempted without the help 
and supervision of our crews. 

of $33,500 on its amortization 
schedule. 

E. C. Collier, field representa¬ 
tive of REA’s management division, 
spoke briefly about the national 
program of the Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Aministration. He also com¬ 
pared the financial standing of Illi¬ 
nois cooperatives with those of oth¬ 
er states and disclosed that Illinois 
cooperatives have led the nation 
in making payments on their in¬ 
debtedness to REA. He compli¬ 
mented the Geneseo cooperative on 
its splendid record and progress. 

Miss Joan V. Cameron, assist¬ 
ant editor of the Illinois REA 
News, talked to the members on 
the homemaking service of the 
publication and urged the men at 
the meeting to bring their wives to 
the next annual meeting. She 
pointed out that the REA cooper¬ 
ative program is as muen a wom¬ 
an’s program as a man’s and urg¬ 
ed that the farmers’ wives take a 
more active part in it. 

“At most annual meetings 
throughout the state the women 
attend in almost equal numbers 
with the men,” Miss Cameron told 
her listeners. “I intend to come 
back to your meeting next year to 
chat with your wives so please 
bring them with you.” She dis¬ 
tributed literature on homemak¬ 
ing ideas and plans with the re¬ 
quest that the men take them 
home to their wives. 

The educational value of the 
Illinois REA News was discussed 
by Editor A. D. Mueller, who sug¬ 
gested that its readers follow care¬ 
fully the developments reported on 
the national scene and that they 
express their opinions to members 
of the Congress in Washington on 
matters affecting the REA pro¬ 
gram. 

He urged Farmers Mutual Elec¬ 
tric cooperative to take an in¬ 
creasingly active part in the pro¬ 
gram of the state organization by 
having its directors participate in 
district meetings with the direc¬ 
tors of the cooperatives at Prince¬ 
ton and Elizabeth. He also urged 
that Manager Parson attend meet¬ 
ings of the Illinois REA Mana¬ 
ger’s Association because he had 
so ably demonstrated his capacity 
for making his own cooperative a 
success and could contribute the 
benefit of his experience and ideas 
to the other managers throughout 
the state. 

Free Enterprise 

In his report, Manager Parson 
emphasized that REA cooperatives 
are free enterprise of the finest 
type and he discounted the attacks 
by the enemies of REA coopera- 

(Turn to Page Sixteen) 
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HOMEMAKER SHOULD HAVE A SAFE WORKSHOP; 
ELIMINATES HOME ACCIDENT AND FIRE HAZARD 

never to use gasoline or kerosene 

to start or quicken a fire. 
Make sure that everyone knows 

what to do in case of fire, and how 

to call the fire department. 
Other Suggestions 

Here are several suggestions 
which the man of the house should 
follow to help guard against fire: 

Regularly inspect, clean and re¬ 

pair flues, chimneys and stove¬ 

pipes. 
See that floors, walls and ceil¬ 

ings are protected from stoves and 
stovepipes. 

Put ashes in metal ash cans. 

Keep garden hose handy so it 
can be quickly attached and used. 

Have water buckets and hand 
extinguishers ready for use. 

Be sure there's a ladder that 
will reach the roof. 

These safety precautions, if fol¬ 
lowed, would prevent many of the 

fires which take a tremendous toll 

of life and property every day. 

One out of five home accidents would not happen in the kitchen if such 

things as water on the floor, highly polished linoleum, spilled grease or fruit 
peelings, rickety kitchen ladders, pot handles extending over the edge of 

the stove, and other hazardous conditions were eliminated. 

There’s no place like home—for 
an accident. In 1945, 33,500 peo¬ 

ple were killed at home and five 
million were injured. 

Because the kitchen is the busi¬ 

est room in the American home, 

It is also the most dangerous. Al¬ 
most one out of every five home 
accidents, causing injuries serious 
enough to require hospital care, 

occurs in the kitchen, the Nation¬ 
al Safety Council estimates. 

Kitchen accidents include falls, 
burns and scalds, collisions and 
nimps, cuts, bruises, and poison¬ 

ing. More than one fourth of the 

iiitchen accidents are burns and 
scalds, with burns by steam and 
hot liquids the most frequent. 
Carelessness is more often the I 

cause of these burns than poor; 

kitchen equipment. 

Simple precautions which will | 
prevent many burns are: lifting! 
the lid of kettles so that the steam : 
escapes away from rather than to 

%. i 'ticJm 
kmm&fc 
WuiAty. 

ard the worker; turning pot ban¬ 

es so that they do not extend 
/er the edge of the stove; using 
it holders that are thick and dry. 

Protect Children 

Children as well as housewives 

re among the chief sufferers from 
itchen scalds and burns. Safety 

dvisers agree that the kitchen is 

ot a safe place for young chil- 
ren to play unless a far corner, 

way from the stove is fenced off 

>r them. 

About one in ten of the falls 

ausing death or injury takes place 

i the kitchen. Hazards causing 

alls are highly polished linoleum 

r floors made slippery by spilled 
rease, water or fruit peelings, and 

he using of chairs, stools or ta¬ 
les instead of safe kitchen lad- 

ters for reaching high shelves. 

Safety advisors advocate avoid¬ 
ing much waxing of kitchen floors, 

however attractive it may be. Also, 

wipe up anything spilled on the 
floor immediately. Arrange ade¬ 

quate and orderly storage places 
so that no articles are left on the 
floor as tripping hazards. 

Fire Hazards 
More than a thousand fires a ; 

day occur in homes, a large per¬ 

cent in farm homes. Each year 
more than 5,000 people burn to 
death in home fires, many of them 

young children. 

Women must be better informed 

about the chief causes of home 
fires, ways to avoid them, and 
what to do when a fire breaks out. 
Spring housecleaning provides an 

excellent opportunity for a safety 
check. Be on the alert for faulty 

light fixtures and appliances, i 
stacks of papers and other inflam-1 
mable materials, oily overalls or j 
cleaning cloths and any other fire 
breeders that may have previous- ' 
ly passed unnoticed. 

Safeguards 
The lady of the house can take | 

many precautions to safeguard the 
home against fire. Some suggested 

safeguards are: 
Clean up waste paper and trash 

regularly from the 
yard. 

Keep soiled, oily 
cloths in a metal pail. 

Use only safety matches and 
keep them away from the children. 

Use only safe cleaning fluids— 
never gasoline or benzine—and aK 
ways outside. 

See that curtains and draperies 
are away from stoves, grills and 
other appliances. - 

Be sure that cigar and cigarette 
butts always are put out in ash 

trays. 

Issue a strict order against 

smoking in bed. 

Inspect electric cords regularly, 
and replace them when worn or 

frayed. 

Make sure that lights and fires 

are safe before going to bed. 
Keep a screen in front of open- 

space heaters and fireplaces. 
See that rugs are kept well away 

from fireplaces and stoves. 

Have kindling and other fuel 
| stored at a distance from stove or 
{ fireplace. 

j Warn everyone in the house 

house and 

rags and 

It won’t be long before spring 
housecleaning, gardening, and the 
numerous other farm duties will be 

here in full force, so you d better take 
advantage of what spare moments 

you now have to get some of that 
fancywork done. For yourself, your 
family, relatives, or friends, make 
some of these articles for gifts or 

every day use. Patterns give complete 
directions and may be obtained free 

by sending a large STAMPED, 
SELF-ADDRESSED envelop for 

every four patterns to Joan Cameron, 

Illinois REA New's, Petersburg, 111. 

Please mention your local REA co 

operative. 

Items To Crochet 

Ballet Slippers 

Sequin-Dotted Blouse 
Hat and Shoulder Bag 

Buffet Runners 

Hot Plate Mats, Doily 
Lacy Chair Back Set 
Pineapple Centerpiece, Tablecloth 

Baby Sweater 
Lamb Toys 

Child s Bib 
Colorful Potholders 
Crocheted and Tatted Handker¬ 

chiefs. 

Girl’s Moccasins 
Girl’s Turban and Hat 

Striped Bed Socks. 

Items To Knit 

Twdn Sweater Set 
Black Dressy. Sweater 

Tri-Color Jerkin 

Ski Mittens 
Sleeveless Slipon 
Baby’s Sacque, Kimono, Booties, 

Mittens ' > i ■ 
, Child's Coat Sweater . i 

Men’s Sweaters^ Scarf, Gloves, 

Socks 

Items To Sew 

Felt Shoulder Bag 
Applique Quilt 
Accessories for Men 

Suit Accessories 

Lamb and Scottie Toys 

Aprons 

Overnight Bag 
Teen-age Accessories 
Peplum Evening Skirt 

Potholders from Scraps 

Tubular Jersey Dress 

Sewing Helps 

The Fine Points of Tailoring 

Fabrics for Fashionable Sewing 

How to Buy Rayon 
How to Wash Rayon 

Styles of 1947 

Planning Your Wardrob« 

Crocheted Cotton Scatter Rug Makes 
Practical, Attractive Floor Covering 

Edgar Guest starts one of his poems, "It takes a heap of livin' to 

make a house a home"—but he might have said, "It takes a heap of lovin’” 

—because it's really what the homemaker puts into her job that makes the 
difference. If the sight of light shining through windows on a dark, rainy 

night makes you feel a warm glow i . 

inside, if crisp white curtains and I lots of scatter rugs to give yoi»r 

bowls of flowers on polished tables j home a flair—rthey’re lovely on PQI- 
give you deep satisfaction, then you ished floors and smart on plain car-^ 
are a real home-maker. | peting. They pick up the colors of 

Today the home is considered more t your curtains, your upholstery, and 
than a place of rest or shelter—it has "tie” your room together. „LIse them 
become the center of family activity, singly or in pairs—contrast or match 

And as such it must be livable, com- them, but use scatter rugs all over 

fortable, and attractive. At one time the house. 

or another most homemakers have Even with a limited budget you - 

had wonderful plans for improving can do wonders with a series of scat- 
or beautifying their homes, but be- ter rugs, because there are beautiful 

cause of lack of money or time, those designs for living rooms, as well as 
plans were never carried through. It s for bedrooms and nurseries, suh- 

a big project, and the best way to rooms and playrooms, for just the cost 

get it done is step by step. ! of the yarn. 
Why not sit down now and in- I This scatter rug made of cotton 

spect your rooms one at a time— rug yarn measures 32 inches in di¬ 
jotting down what you need. In some ameter and may be crocheted in ““a 

cases it may be a pretty big list combination of gay colors to harmon- 
while in others it will be just a few j ize with your room. Directions for 

articles. You can make many of the i CIRCULAR SCATTER RUG may 
things yourself. be had free by sending a stamped, 

"What shall I do with my floors? ’ self-addressed envelop to Joan Cam- 

is a common question asked by many eron, Illinois REA News, Petersburg, 
homemakers. One answer is to use , 111. 

SOFTEN BROWN SUGAR 
WITH SLICE OF APPLE 

A slice of apple may be used to 
loosen brown sugar which has be¬ 

come hard and lumpy. 

Brown sugar hardens or "cakes ' 
when allowed to dry out. To re¬ 

store the moisture, put the sugar in 

a tight container—a large glass jar 
with a screw top or a metal canister 
—and include a slice of apple on a 

bit of waxed paper to keep the apple 
from touching the sugar. After a few 
days the sugar will have absorbed 

enough moisture from the apple to be 
loose again. (Apple is used generally 

to keep fruit cake and also smoking 

tobacco from drying out.) 

To prevent brown sugar from 
hardening, put it into a glass jar as 

soon as the package is opened and 

keep it tightly closed. Air soon dries 
out the sugar if left in a paper pack¬ 

age. 

Good Bedding Care 
Pays Dividends in 
Sleeping Comfort 

GRANDMOTHER'S SOUP 
METHOD NOT THRIFTY 

Modern cookery scientists have dis¬ 

credited the theory that Grandmoth¬ 

er’s soup pot-^simmering day after 
day on the back of the stove—is a 
symbol of thrifty cooking. 

Home economists consider the old 
perpetually stewing pot as wasteful 

of fine fresh flavor and nutritive value, 
rather than as turning out delicious 

stock from meat and vegetable trim¬ 
mings. Quicker modern ways of mak¬ 

ing soup actually are more economi¬ 

cal, they say. 

Long cooking drives off volatile 

flavors. Soup that stews too long may 

have a stale or leftover taste. More¬ 
over, long simmering destroys some 

of the vitamin values of the veget¬ 

ables. The soup bone or other bones 

Judging Fit and Workmanship 
Illustrated Sewing Finishes 

Trimming Tricks 

For the Home 

Braided Rag Rug 

Crocheted Circular Rug 

Embroidered Pillow 

Nothing is so important in main¬ 

taining one’s pep and energy as 

thorough, comfortable rest after a 

full day’s work. It takes a bit of 

doing, however, to have a clean, 

fresh, comfortable bed to greet one 

at the end of a day. 

If sleep equipment is given good 

care, it will offer more comfort and 

longer service. Innerspring mattresses 

should be turned side for side at two-, 

week intervals and occasionally end 

for end. Cotton or hair-filled mattress¬ 

es need turning every week, springs 
about twice a year. This treatment 
distributes the wear and fluffs up 
the upholstery. 

Every morning windows should be 

opened and the bedclothing thrown 
back, permitting the air to penetrate 

the mattress and keep it fresh. If pos¬ 

sible the mattress should be given 
a sun bath. The sun’s rays act as 
germ killers and help to prevent the 
filling from packing down. 

A removable cotton mattress cover 
which can be laundered protects the 
mattress from soil. Mattresses and 
boxsprings deserve a regular cleaning 
with a vacuum cleaner attachment or 
soft brush, metal bedsprings with a 
soft cloth. 

Each time the bed linen is changed, 

it is easy to fluff up the pillows and 

let them air while the cases are off. 

This helps keep them soft and gives 
longer life to the feathers. 

used for stock may be cracked and 

simmered an hour or two in water, 

but the vegetables should be added 

late in the cooking and cooked only 

briefly. 

There is no advantage in simmer¬ 
ing the pot long hours. Worse still is 
simmering day after day. Once the 
stock is made, it should go into the 

refrigerator to keep cold and fresh 

until used. Never leave it standing on 

the stove, advise the scientist*. 
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CONDmONING THE HAIR 
Ed. note: We have on num¬ 

erous occasions received in¬ 
quiries and requests for a 
beauty hints column on the 
Homemakers Page. Mrs. Au¬ 
drey Heustis. Loogootee, 111., 
an REA member who has been 

a beauty operator for ten 
years, dealing mostly with 
farm women, will write a reg¬ 
ular beauty column for this 
page. Mrs. Heustis will an¬ 
swer any questions submitted 
by readers. Send your ques¬ 
tions on beauty care to this 
paper or inclose them with 
your pattern requests. The 
first of these articles follows. 

By Mrs. Audrey Heustis 
Now, as spring is drawing near¬ 

er our thuoghts naturally turn to 

our new spring permanents. But 
this is where most women make 
their greatest mistake. They go 

ahead and get a permanent with¬ 

out any thought as to the condi¬ 

tion of their hair. The result is, 
they are dissatisfied with the re¬ 
sults and blame the beauty oper¬ 
ator. 

Hair must have elasticity to 

take a good permanent. Dry hair 
will become dryer and harsher and 

fail to retain the curl for long. 
The best thing to do for either 

dry or oily hair is to go to a beauty 

shop and have a reconditioning 
treatment once a week. Start at 
least a month before getting a 
permanent. Two months would be 
better. 

If this is impossible for any rea¬ 

son. go to a beauty shop and buy 
an oil or cream that the operator 

recommends for your particular 
hair. Brush yor hair every day 

before combing as this helps to 

prevent breaking and splitting the 
dry ends. Twice a week take a 
small amount of your oil and 
warm it. Part hair and apply to 
the scalp with a dab of cotton. It 
ends are dry, apply a liberal 
amount to them—all they will ab¬ 
sorb. Massage scalp for at least 
10 minutes. Then comb thorough¬ 

ly to distribute oil to the remain¬ 

ing hair shaft. Now wring a turk- 
ish towel out of hot water and 

wrap around the head until it be¬ 
gins to cool. Repeat several times. 

Shampoo hair once a week only, 
with a non-alkali shampoo. Never 
with soap. Rinse thoroughly but 

be very careful not to use too hot 
water. This is very important. 

Now set your hair and let dry nat¬ 
urally. Do not use a dryer unless 

absolutely necessary as it only 
makes the hair dryer. 

Remove pins, apply a small 
amount of oil over the hair and 
comb. 

After a few treatments the hair 
will have more shine, be softer, 
and much easier to manage. 

Tailored Felt Bag 

Switch Clickers are clever 
homemaking tricks sent in by 

owr readers. Any time or la¬ 
bor saving idea which you do 
will be of interest to the other 
women in Illinois. So send it 
in and help some other busy 
housewife. Include it with 
your pattern request or write 
to Joan Cameron, Illinois REA 
News, Petersburg, I1L 

* * * 

For Easier Waxing 

If you use paste wax put it into 

a salt sack and wax your floor. 
You won’t have to return to the jar 
for more wax.—Mrs. Ray Combs, 
R. 4, Harrisburg, 111. 

Mend Pan, Clean Oven 
Mend a pan that leaks with a 

snap. Fasten the snap with one 
part on the inside and the other 
on the outside of pan. It works the 
same as the mendets we used to be 
able to buy. 

Put a wad of cotton soaked with 
ammonia in your oven over night 
and in the morning the stains will 
clean easily from the oven. In very 
bad cases, this may have to be re¬ 
peated.—Mrs. F. R. Lausterer, Ells- ! 

worth, 111. 

Easy Slicing 

To slice hard boiled eggs, dip 
the knife in hot water first and 
they will slice smoothly.—Mrs. W. 
J. Burke, La Prairie, 111. 

Sewing Tricks 

When stitching tucks or pleats 
on my sewing machine, I start at 

the inner end of the tuck and I 
stitch toward the edge of the gar- ; 

ment. Thus I can measure my I 
tucks by a mark I put on my ma¬ 

chine in front or from the edge of j 
the machine head. etc. I find 
pleats hang better started at the J 
end at which the threads are j 
brought through and tied, because | 
the folded material hasn’t a chance 
to slip out of line. 

I also buy two extra buttons i 
i 

when making a new dress, which j 

I glue with colorless nail polish i 
to ear ring bases, purchased at ten 

cents a dozen from the dime 
store.—Carmen Norris, Carlyle, 111. 1 

CONSUMERS INDICATE 
LIKES, DISLIKES IN 
BREAD, MEAT SURVEY 

Place used jar rubbers under the 
rugs to prevent slipping. 

Put strip of adhesive tape on 
soles of tiny youngsters’ shoes to 
prevent sliding on bare floors. 

Almost six thousand women who 
took part in the survey on bread 
and meat conducted by the Ameri¬ 
can Home Economics Association, 

ranked flavor, texture, aroma, col¬ 
or and tenderness of crust, and 
shape of loaf as the various de¬ 
sirable qualities of bread in order 
of importance. , 

As a rule the women preferred 
white bread over whole wheat, but 
want the white bread enriched. 

Many said they would buy whole 
wheat bread if a better product 
were on the market. 

Many consumers find fault with 

the keeping quality of bread. Oth¬ 
ers would like a half-pound loaf. 
Some would like to be able to buy 
a thinner-sliced loaf for sand¬ 

wiches and other special uses. 

About half of the women would 
like to see the nutritional content 
and the net weight stated on the 
label. Others were interested in 
the ingredients, the baker’s name 
and the date the bread was made. 

Opinions on Meat 

Most consumers who participat¬ 

ed in the survey are pleased with 
the meat they buy. Suggestions 
offered, however, include standard¬ 

ized meat-cutting, so they can buy 

the same cuts in any store. Women 
with small families would like to 
see more small cuts. 

More than 30 percent of the 

women would prefer to have more 
fat and bone removed before the 
butcher weighs the meat. A ma¬ 

jority would like more boned meat 
on the market. Those who oppos¬ 

ed this, said they like the flavor 
from the meat bone, especially in 

soup, and also that the bones help 
to identify the cut of meat. Some 
claimed that the bones help keep 
the meat in shape while cooking. 

A large majority of the consum¬ 

ers approve of the wartime sys¬ 
tem of grade marking meat. Some 

were of the opinion that the sys¬ 
tem doesn’t go far enough . . .they 

want all meat, meat products, and 
poultry included. Others say 

grade marks are difficult to read 

and suggest stamping each grade 
of meat a different color. 

Most important the survey show¬ 
ed that consumers want the meat 
they buy to be stored, displayed 

and cut under clean, sanitary con¬ 
ditions, and to be handled by 
healthy people wtih clean hands 

and clothes. 

Light and Feathery Bate Spice Cake 

A Novel Experience . . * . 

The Power Went OIF But The Appetites 
Of Nine Hungry Guests Remained! 

Lead the spring fashion 
parade and extend your ac¬ 
cessory wardrobe without in¬ 
creasing its cost by making 
your own handbags. This style 
requires only a half yard of 
felt and a metal buckle, yet is 
roomy, sturdy and attractive. 
Double thicknesses of felt are 
ased throughout and all seams 

Despite all the modern conveni- j 

ences brought about by rural elec¬ 

trification, the pioneer spirit has 

not been lost to the women on the 
farms of Illinois, 

When the worst snow and sleet 
storm in years played havoc with 
co-op lines throughout the north¬ 
ern part of the state some time j 
ago, REA homemakers came to' 

appreciate as never before just 
how much their electric service! 
means to them. 

In some instances, repair crews | 

battled the storms for several days 
and nights in an effort to restore 
power to the storm-damaged lines; 

meanwhile, life had to go on- 
hungry families had to be fed. 

Mrs. Roy H. Hamilton, a mem¬ 
ber of McDonough Power co-oper¬ 
ative, Macomb, was undaunted by 

the interruption of electric serv¬ 
ice to the Hamilton farmstead 

near Good Hope. She was in the 

midst of cooking a big Sunday din¬ 

ner for nine guests when the pow¬ 

er went off. 

She stood in her completely 

electrified kitchen for a few min¬ 

utes, studying her predicament, 

then decided the electricity was 
not going to come on again before 
her guests woud be mighty hun¬ 
gry. The situation called for ac¬ 

tion. 

From th basement and the tool 
shed, her husband brought odds 
and ends, including an iron rod 

and a holder for it. Mrs. Hamil¬ 
ton resurrected an old iron kettle 

and an old dutch oven. Before the 

partly-cooked food could cool, it 
was over the flames in the fire¬ 
place, its aroma making every¬ 
body’s mouths water. 

Dinner was served on schedule 
with guests heaping praise on 

their host and hostess. 

"It was a novel experience aft¬ 
er being accustomed to the con¬ 

venience of an electric stove and 
it was fun," Mrs. Hamilton ad¬ 

mits, “but 1 11 take my electric ap¬ 

pliances any day!” 

This rich tasting spice layer cake swept with drifts of snowy frosting 

is a sensation on a party or family dinner table, 

with corn syrup. The fluffy frosA-t 
ing is made with corn syrup, too. 

and whips up like a breese. A 
slightly different technique is 

used to make a sake with lard, 
adding part of the flour to the lard 

and sugar mixture. 

Date Spice Cake 

Spice cake made with lard, gen¬ 

erously dotted with moist dates 

and crunchy walnuts, has good 

volume, excellent flavor, and a 

tender crumb. 

With an eye to short sugar sup¬ 

plies, the cake is sweetened partly 

FROM OUR MAILBOX ... 

are top-stitched with double 
rows of stitching. A direction 
leaflet for this FELT SHOUL¬ 
DER BAG may be had free by 

sending & STAMPED, SELF- 
ADDRESSED ENVELOP to 
Joan Cameron, Illinois REA 
News. Petersburg. HL 

"We have had electricity for six 

years and would surely hate to be 

without it. These are the first pat¬ 

terns I have ordered. I enjoy 

your paper, especially the Home- 

makers’ Page.”—Mrs. John T. 

Cross, Benton, 111. 
» * * 

“I’m keeping every page of the 

Homemakers’ Page. I think 
you’re doing a wonderful job. I’ve 
never asked for any patterns be¬ 

fore as I’m only an amateur sew¬ 
er, but willing to try.”—Mrs. Dor¬ 
othy Schlemer, Alhambra, 111. 

* * ¥ 

“Of all the things I like about 
the Illinois REA News, the Home¬ 

makers’ Page is tops. I read every 
item and then I put the page 
away and I can always find some¬ 
thing when I want to try some¬ 
thing new or cook a different 
dish.”—Mrs. Violet Russell. R. 2, 

Carrier Mills, 111. 

“In reading the REA News, I 

found many interesting items, es¬ 
pecially in the ‘Switch Clickers’ 

column.”—Mrs. Callie Keller. Don- 
gola, 111. 

■* * * 

"In reading the Illinois REA 

News that came this week I saw 
so many interesting items and pat¬ 
terns in the Homemakers’ Page I 

decided to send for five of them. 
I sure do enjoy, the Homemakers’ 
page. I find there is always some 
helpful hint in it to make home 
making or rather housekeeping 
easier.”—Mrs. Pauline Keown. Ga¬ 
latia, 111. 

A A * 

‘T am sending for the pineapple 
square centerpiece, for which I 
thank you very much. 1 like to 
crochet and knit. I am almost 
72 years old, but I still like to 
work and I like to read the REA 
paper, too. I feel like we are 

friends already.”—Mrs. Fred Cusic, 
R. 4, Carmi, 111. 

# 
“I have received the REA News 

for several years and like it a 

lot. I get a lot of good from the 

pattern service so am ordering sev¬ 

eral more.”—Mrs. Edwin Gruen, 

Rosamond, 111. 
A * • 

“I sure love the Homemakers’ 

Page with its many helpful ideas, 

suggestions, recipes and all. It j 

really is grand.”—Mrs. Alfred B. 

Thorsen, R. 2, Ottawa, 111. 

214 cups sifted all-pucpose flour 
1 tsp. soda 
1 tsp. salt 

% tsp. cloves 
yfy tsps. cinnamon 

cup lard 
% cup sugar 
% cup corn syrup <dark preferred) 

2 eggs, beaten 
P/i cups sour milk 

1 cup chopped pitted dates 
% cup chopped walnut meats. 

Sift together flour, soda, and 
spices 3 times. Cream lard until 

soft and light. Add sugar gradu¬ 
ally and cream mixture until very 
fluffy. Stir in corn syrup. Add 

2-3 cup of the flour mixture and 
stir it thoroughly. Add beaten 

eggs and blend thoroughly. Add 
% cup flour mixture to nuts and 

dates. Add remaining flour alter¬ 
nately with milk, beginning and 

ending with flour. Mix well after 

each addition. Add dates and nuts 
and beat well. Prepare cake pans 
by greasing the bottoms of two 

fi-inch layer pans and fitting them 
with rounds of waxed paper. Pour 

batter into the two pans and bake 

layers in a moderately hot oven 
(375° F.) about 30-35 minutes. Cool 
cakes in pans on wire rack for 10 
minutes, then remove. 

Fluffy Frosting 
2 egg whites 

% tsp. salt 
% cup granulated sugar 
% cup light corn syrup 

1% tsp. vanilla 

Combine all ingredients except 

vanilla in top of double boiler. 
Place over boiling water and beat 
with a rotary beater until mixture 
holds its shape. Remove from 
boiling water. Add vanilla and 

beat well. Spread frosting be¬ 
tween layers of cake and over top 

and sides. 

Note that the pans are greased 

on the bottom only. Leaving the 
sides of the pan free from fat al¬ 
lows the batter to rise more read¬ 
ily, thereby producing a cake with 
greater volume. . Waxed paper 

used on the pan bottoms makes 
removal of cakes easier. 

Frost the cake as soon as it is 
thoroughly cool. Long standing 

causes the layers to dry out. Frost 
the sides of the cake first, then 
the top, drawing the spatula 

around in a spiral to make deep 
swirls in the icing. 

Sunny Side Up 

Americans ate 382 eggs per capi¬ 

ta in 1946, more than an egg-a- 
day. Consumption of eggs was at 
a new high during the second half 

of the year. Usually it is higher 
during the first six months when 

the supply is "seasonably plentiful 

and prices are more reasonable. 

Shortage of meat supplies and fav¬ 
orable egg prices account for the 

record egg use between October 

and December. 
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NEWS FROM 
McDonough 

Power 
Macomb, III. 

RAY GRIGSBY, Sapt. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
The eighth annual meeting of 

your Cooperative was held on Wed¬ 
nesday, February 5, at the Pres¬ 
byterian church in Macomb. We 

believe that it was one of the most 
successful that we have ever held, 

as well as one of the largest at¬ 
tendance. We are sorry that all 
of our members could not have at¬ 
tended. 

One thing that we noticed in 
particular is that we see largely 

the same people at the annual 
meeting each year which is a 

pretty good indication that if you 
would just take the time to attend 
one of our meetings, we b-lieve 
from then on you would be a regu¬ 
lar attendant. 

The morning session was devot¬ 

ed almost entirely to business. At 
noon a fine lunch was served by 
the ladies of the church. In the 
afternoon the various entertainers 

provided a program that appar¬ 

ently was very much appreciated 
by everyone. The entertainment 
consisted of selections by the Opps 
from Bushnell, musical and vocal; 

violin solos by Mrs. Barbara 
Hicks; a reading by Mrs. Willard 
Hanson from Monmouth; various 

musical selections by the Morgan 
County Four from Jacksonville; 

and an address by A. H. Holbert 
of Monticello, Missouri; and two 

movies were then shown by Fred 
Darr, electrification adviser, of 

Menard Electric Cooperative, Pe¬ 
tersburg. 

PRIZES AWARDED 
J. N. Smith, Good Hope, lamp 

donated by Westinghouse; Cleo 
Cannon, Avon, lamp, donated by 
Graybar; Mrs. Q. D. McFarland, 
Bushnell, iron, donated by West¬ 
inghouse; Wayne Trotter, Adair, 
iron, donated by Westinghouse; 

Mrs. Claude Mustain, Sciota, mo¬ 
tor, donated by Westinghouse; 
Lloyd Clawson, Industry, toaster, 
donated by Westinghouse; Dean 
Crabb, Macomb, heat pad, donat¬ 
ed by Young and Newland; Eu¬ 
gene Smith, Good Hope, heat pad, 
donated by Westinghouse; George 

Doll, Bushnell, minimum bill; A. 
C. Horney, Roseville, minimum 
bill; George Combs, Sciota, mini¬ 

mum bill; Myrtle Miller, Roseville, 
minimum bill; Robert Little, Ma¬ 

comb, minimum bill; Mrs. Clayton 
Brown, Vermont, minimum bill; 
A. B. Lober, Blandinsville, kitchen 

unit, donated by Crescent Elec¬ 
tric. 

We have enumerated this some¬ 
what in detail for you so that all 

of you that did not attend can see 
what you have missed. Possibly 
you will resolve to be present at 
the next annual meeting of your 
Cooperative. 

METER READINGS AND BILLS 
We wish to take this opportunity 

to ask a favor of our members. 
That is that you read your meter 
and mail in your card promptly at 
the first of the month, and then 
please wait until you receive your 
bill before coming to the office to 
pay it. It takes quite a lot of time 
usually to sort through the cards 

and find any particular one until 
after they are posted to the meter- 

books and ready for the billing ma¬ 

chine. It will be quite a help to! 
the office personnel if you will fol¬ 
low this procedure. 

Please do not feel that you have 

to wait until you make a trip to 

the office to pay your bill, just 
mail your check together with the 

cashier’s stub and we will do the 

rest. Thank you. 

LOW VOLTAGE 

If you are having difficulties 

with low voltage during certain 

hours of the day, please be patient 
untd we can secure some added 

facilities to handle the heavy load 

that our station is now carrying. 
While we know this condition 

exists, there is very little that can 
be done to remedy the situation 
until a portion of the system is 

connected to the Illinois Power 
Company’s lines near Cameron so 
that they may power that section 
of the load. We believe then that 
the voltage trouble will be modi¬ 
fied at least if not eliminated, 
However, until we get the new 
substation to be erected near Col¬ 

chester, we are going to have to 
proceed with caution in connecting 
any additional loads to the lines. 

We have promises of delivery of 
the station in the spring and sin¬ 

cerely hope that it materializes. 

DEEP FREEZE LOCKERS 

It seems that one of the most 
popular appliances that is coming 

onto our lines in considerable vol¬ 
ume is the deep freeze locker. They 
seem to range from six to twenty 

cubic feet, and as far as we have 
been able to learn are giving en¬ 
tire satisfaction r.nd are among the 

most prized of all appliances own¬ 
ed by our members. 

We feel that they are destined 
to become almost a household ne¬ 
cessity within the next few years. 

“D” AND “H” SECTIONS 

French Brothers and Fisher, 
who are assisting with the con¬ 
struction of our “D” and “H” Sec¬ 

tions with their power machines, 
moved to the vicinity of Macomb 
so that they may be closer to the 
construction work. 

They moved about the middle of 
February and shortly after were 
ready to resume operation with 
their construction crew. 

SLEET STORM 
It is useless to tell most of our 

members that their project was 
visited by quite a big sleet storm 
since the last edition of this pa¬ 
per. The damage was largely con¬ 
fined to the north half of the pro¬ 
ject. However, it put several hun¬ 
dred miles of line out of service 

temporarily and required the serv¬ 
ice of all our men and some addi¬ 
tional help from the Adams Elec 
trie Cooperative. It required three 
days and portions of three nights 

before services were all restored. 
We were fortunate that we were 

not under the worst of the storm 
for our telephone service to the 
north has mostly been out for the 
last two weeks. 

NEWS FROM 
Egyptran Co-op 

Steelville, Illinois 
R. S. HOLT, Mgr. 

NINTH ANNUAL 
MEETING 

Fifteen hundred members and 

friends of this Cooperative attend¬ 

ed the annual meeting at Steele- 
ville, February 13, 1947. This was, 
by far, the largest attendance we 

have ever had at our annual meet¬ 
ings, and is something of which we 
may be proud. 

This Cooperative was organized 
in August, 1938. After we com¬ 

pleted our first project in 1940, we 
had 402 miles of line serving 1,447 
members. Now we have 865 miles 
of line serving 2425 members. Dur¬ 
ing the past year we were able to 
extend service to 481 new members. 

It is heartening to see that our 
members are not taking their elec¬ 
tric service for granted. The huge 
crowd at our annual meeting was 
vitally interested in preserving our 

democratic organization. They 
have not forgotten the struggle they 
had just a few years ago in trying 
to get electricity to their farms. 
Many members, justly proud of the 

job they are doing in bringing elec¬ 

tricity to the rural areas, expressed 
their thanks for the benefits elec¬ 

tricity gave them and vowed their 

wholehearted support in getting 
electricity to the people now wait¬ 
ing for service. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President—R. V. Blacklock, Ver- 
gennes, Illinois. 

Vice resident—John L Pyatt, 

Pinckneyville, Illinois; Secretary- 
Treasurer, Harry Sickmeyer, Camp¬ 
bell Hill, Ilinois. 

Board Members—Theo. Kueker, 
Campbell Hill, Illinois; Georc,„ 
Pape, Jacob, Illinois; Harry Dolr- 
on, rairie du Rocher, Illinois; Ed. 

Stellhorn, Baldwin, Illinois; Frank 
Easdale, Coulterville, Illinois; Louis 
Dietz, DeSoto, Illinois. 

RADIO COMMUNICATION 
Plans are being completed for 

the installation of two-way radio 
communication service between line 
trucks and our Co-op office. This 
new service will enable us to have 

continuous contact with line crews, 
thereby greatly reducing the length 
of service interruptions. The time 
and mileage this service will save 
our line crews will more than pay 
for the installation. We want to 
give our members the best service 

possible. 
ANNUAL MEETING PRIZE 

WINNERS 
^ Mrs. Gus Falkenhain, Water Heater; 

W. H. Grewe, Table Lamp; Mrs. Alf 
Caupert, Broil Master; Mrs. Otto Kruil, 
Heatingr Pad; David Ohms, Pressure Cook¬ 
er; Paul Buck, Hot Plate; Mrs. Elmer 
Wildy, Two Table Lamps; John Varsa, 
Hot Plate; Arnold Eggremeyer, Fluorescent 
Light; W. T. Wittenborn, Case of Beer; 
Darrell Wittenborn, Bed Lamp; Mrs. L. 
Shields, Table Lamp; Mrs. Joe Favier, 
Electric Iron; John Darnstaedt, Cory Cof¬ 
fee Maker & H. Plate; Alb. Eggcmeyer, 
Electric Iron; Harold Alms, Frying Pan; 
Mrs. W. M. Brush, Breakfaster; Pansy 
D. Klein, Toaster; Mrs. Hy. Kiehna, Break- 
fasier; Mrs. R. V. Blacklock, Electric 
Iron; Norma Knop, Hassock; Arnold 
Ohlan, Shaeffer Pen & Pencil Set; Mrs. 
R. Armstrong, Breakfaster; Dixie Nagel, 
50 lb. of potatoes; Marvin Ebers, Do-Nut 
Water Heater; Dan Graff, Fluorescent Fix¬ 
ture; Mrs. Walt Rucknagel, Electric Clock; 
Art Beck, Fluorescent Light; Alvie Wilkie. 
Electric Churn; Mrs. Leslie Taylor, Fluor¬ 
escent Fixture; Delbert H. Garver, Pin- 
Up Lamp; Mrs. Herbert H. Ebcrs, Toaster; 
Mrs. Francis Gordan, Poultry Timer; Walt 
Koester, Electric Heater; Herman Knop, 
Vi” Electric Drill & Stand; Alva Siefert, 
Poultry Timer; Thos. Schoenberger, Heat¬ 
ing Pad; Evelyn Ohlau, Door Chimes; 
Wm. McKee, Electric Iron; Mrs. Otto 
Kruil, Fluorescent Fixture; Wm. Kessell, 
Door Chimes. 

MEETING DATE CHANGED 
Next year we will hold our An¬ 

nual Meeting the latter part of 
August, 1948. This change was 
necessary because we could not ac¬ 
comodate the huge crowds during 
the winter months. By having the 
meeting in the Fall, most of the 
work on the farm will be done, but, 

it will still be warm enough to have 
an outdoor meeting. We have al¬ 
ready started making plans for our 
next Annual Meeting which will in¬ 
clude a Bar-B-Q and other out¬ 
door entertainment. 

THANK YOU! 
To All Co-op Members: 

We want to thank you for 
bringing electricity to us during 
the sickness of my mother who 
passed away January 30th. It 
was such a help and we sure do 

appreciate everything you did 
in every way, so thanks to each 
and every one of you. 

We sure are enjoying the 
lights. Now, I wonder how 

we ever did without them. 
(Signed) C. O. Zoller & Family 

Vergennes, Illinois 

NEWS BRIEFS 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Henrichs 

have a new baby boy in the family, 
born January 27. 

Mr. and Mrs. Russell Mahan are 
the proud parents of a baby girl. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Brown of 

Prairie du Rocher, are the parents 
of twins, boy and girl, born Jan¬ 
uary 19. They have been named 
Danny and Donna. This makes 
Harry Doiron, one of our Directors 

a double Grandpa. 
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Salger of 

Prairie have a new baby boy born 
January 25. He has been named 
Frederick Ernest. Frederick Er¬ 
nest’s Grandpa, Mr. Ed. Stellhorn, 
is also one of our Directors. 

We were very sorry to hear of 
the death of Mrs. Louis Ziegler of 

Murphysboro who died on Febru¬ 
ary 3rd. Mrs. Ziegler has helped 
the Cooperative in many ways. To 
her family and friends, we extend 

our deepest sympathy. 

Ora Snider, Wiring Inspector, 
Dalton Metcalf, Field Representa¬ 

tive and C. W. Dawson, local elec¬ 
trician attended a vocational edu¬ 

cational training program for Vet¬ 

erans in the DuQuoin High School 
on February 10th. Their discussion 

covered the safe and adequate wir¬ 
ing of rural homes to take care of 

present and future needs. The 
meeting was supervised by Mr. 

NEWS FROM 
M.J.M. Co-op 

Carlinville, HI. 

A. C. BARNES, Mgr. 

WELCOME NEW 
MEMBERS 

Ralph White, Fillmore; Theo. F. 
Moeller, Butler; Mary Brown, Pan¬ 
ama; Steven Bigelow, Coffeen; 
Milton Stewart, Godfrey; Bethel M. 
E. Church, Dow; Eugene Bauerle, 
Irving; Jos. H. Kaufman, Chester¬ 
field; T. L. Cameron, Medora; 

! Glenn Redfern, Palmyra; Roy 
! Leach, Carlinville; W. J. Redfern, 
j Palmyra; Clarence Monts, Carlin- 
! ville; Harry Pointer, Mt. Olive; 
J. W. Meacham, Scottville. 

Joe Kessinger, Hillsboro; Wm. A. 

Ernst, Coffeen; Jess Irvin, Ship- 
man; J. Lonnie Melton, Coffeen; 
Edw. A. Libbey, Coffeen; Bert Haw¬ 
kins, Godfrey; John Stewart, God¬ 
frey; Edgar Feilbach, Brighton; 

Mike Schmidt, Brighton; Clyde 
Brueggeman, Brighton; John Titsh- 
enal, Brighton; Harry Huette, 
Brighton. 

DECEMBER OPERATING 
REPORT 

Number of Miles Energized 771 
Members Billed 2048 
Density Per Mile  2.76 

Average KWH Consumption 
Farm   135 
Residential  61 

Minimum Bills   425 
Great Grandmother Scroggins 

Takes Airplane Trip 
Mrs. H. E. Scroggins, 84, a great 

grandmother and resident of Bun¬ 
ker Hill, the mother of John Scrog¬ 
gins, lineman for the Cooperative, 
took advantage of the air-age of 
1947, and left by TWA plane, for 
Phoenix, Arizona, to visit her 
daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and 
Mrs. R. S. Mercer. 

When asked by her granddaugh¬ 
ter if she was excited about her 

proposed trip by plane, Mrs. Scrog¬ 
gins replied, “Why no, should I be?” 
She was accompanied by another 
daughter, Mrs. C. R. Jacobi, of De¬ 
catur. 

Grandmother Scroggins’ trip to 
Phoenix by air is by no means her 
first experience at flying. In years 
past, she often took a short ride 
with her nephew when he visited 
the family on the farm and landed 
his small plane in a field near the 
home. 

A little wisp of a woman, Mrs, 
Scroggins, while small in stature, is 
strong in character and physical 
stamina, for her advanced age. She 
reared four children, has nineteen 
grandchildren, and nine great 
grandchildren. Until recent years, 
Mrs. Scroggins lived the life of a 
farmer’s wife, residing on a farm 

north of Carlinville. Her husband 
passed away a year ago last Sep¬ 
tember. 

NEW APPLIANCES 
The following have recently in¬ 

stalled an electric water heater: 
Henry W. Knoche, R. 2, Gilles¬ 

pie; W. H. Monke, R. 2, Litch¬ 
field; Glenn S. Mabus, Carlinville; 
Wm. Kessler, Fieldon; Lester Bow¬ 
en (Mr. Bowen has also installed on 
electric range). 

The following have recently in¬ 

stalled new Deep Freezers: 
Fred Yard, Carlinville; Floyd F. 

Mains, Jerseyville; Joseph J. Fal¬ 
ter, Chesterfield; John Rezincek, 
Carlinville. 

Mr| Reznicek has also purchased 
a General Electric De-Icer for the 

Harold W. Homan, Agriculture 
Teacher in the DuQuoin High 
School. 

Mr. Wm. Hathorne and Fred 
Korando attended the REA pro¬ 
gram at the Farm and Home Week 

in Urbana. They witnessed inter¬ 
esting demonstrations of the prac¬ 
tical uses of Electricity on the 
Farm. 

We want to extend our congratu¬ 

lations and best wishes* to Mr. and 
Mrs. Linus Pautler who were mar¬ 

ried February 15th. Linus is work¬ 
ing for the Cooperative out of our 

Murphysboro Office. 

stock tank and he reports that II 
keeps the ice off the tank in about 
a 2 foot square space. 

Mr. and Mrs. Truman Little, Oar- 

linville, are enjoying the use of 
their new electric range which 
they recently purchased. 

The Herbert L. Hardins, Carlin¬ 
ville, now have a new electric 
washer. 

Edwin L. Leefers have purchased 
a new electric heating pad, new 
electric jig saw and com chopper 
attached to electric motor. They 
have found all of them very use¬ 
ful and found that the heating pad 

came in very handy during the re¬ 

cent cold weather. 

NEWS LETTERS 
Dear Sir: 

We have been enjoying elec¬ 
tricity since the latter part of 
July. 

We have been very fortunate 

in obtaining some electric ap¬ 
pliances such as a new G.E. Re¬ 
frigerator, G.E. washer, G.E. 
sweeper, G.E. coffee maker, G. 

E. heater and a Hotpoint 

Range. 
We also have an electric 

brooder, two chicken water 

heaters and a Warner stock 
tank heater, an electric pig 

brooder, 1-3 hp Westinghouse 

electric motor which pumps the 
water for the stock. We have 
an electric pump in the base¬ 
ment. 

We are enjoying these appli¬ 
ances very much THANKS TO 
REA. ■’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Klotz 
Brighton, Illinois 

Dear Sir: 
During the past month we 

have installed an electric range. 
You will, perhaps, notice my 
bill is somewhat to your advan-* 
tage. This range draws 8.4 
KWH when everything is on 
full. 

When you have a large trans¬ 

former you can spare, bring it 
out. 

Very truly yours, 
Jesse Ribbie—Rettick, 11L 

HOME DESTROYED BY FIRE 

The story and a half frame house 
on the Otto Armour farm 3^ miles 
east of Carlinville, occupied by 
Melvin Walker, was destroyed by 

fire Sunday morning, February 9th. 
Mr. and Mrs. Walker were at the 

breakfast table about 6:30, when 
Mr. Walker heard a crackling noise 
on the second floor. He investigat¬ 

ed and found the entire roof ablaze. 
The Carlinville fire department 
answered a call and rendered what 
aid they could. It was a severely 
cold morning, with strong winds. 
There were two wells near the 
house but firemen were unable' to 
get near the wells because of the 
flames. Almost the entire contents 
of the home were destroyed. 

IN MEMORY 

OF OUR EMPLOYEE 

WM. A. YOST 
1900 

Wm. A. Yost, Groundman for 
your Cooperative, passed away Feb. 
5 at DePaul Hospital, St. Louis. He 
underwent a surgical operation and 
died a few days thereafter. 

Mr. Yost was born in Brighton, 
Jersey County, February 19, 1900, 
a son of John and Mary Yost. Be¬ 
sides his wife, the former Marie 
Eddington, he is survived by two 
sons, Wm. Yost, Jr., and Samuel 
Dean, and a brother, John, of 

Brighton. 

Before his employment in 1941 
with the M.J.M. Electric Coopera¬ 

tive, Mr. Yost engaged in farming 
and at one time assisted in the op¬ 
eration of a coal mine at Brighton. 

The funeral was held February 
7 at 2:00 p. m. from the Whitfield 

and Warner Funeral Home. The 
Rev. Mr. C. S. Boyd, minister of the 

Methodist church, officiated. Mr. 
Warren Ingham, a close friend, 
sang. The pallbearers were Claud 

McAfee, Lester Hanold, Rudolph 

Aldridge, Roland Ingham, Charles 
Boker, and Henry Boker. Inter¬ 

ment was in Brighton Cemetery. 
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The Highline’s Coming— 

Meet li With An Adequately Wired Homestead 
Every day a small percentage of 

the thousands of farmers who have 
signed up for electricity from their 
REA cooperatives in Illinois are re¬ 
ceiving service for the first time. Many 

more will get electric power as soon 

as materials are available and new 
lines can be built. 

Will electricity prove to be a 
steady, reliable and industrious hired 

hand worth much more than its small 
cost? Or will it turn out to be a 
fitful, undependable and sluggish ser¬ 

vant whose work is needlessly expen¬ 
sive? In the final analysis, the answer 
will depend upon one thing—the man¬ 
ner in which your farm home and 
buildings are wired. 

Flows Like Water in a Pipe 

When you purchase an automobile, 

a tractor, a plow, a binder or almost 
any other piece of farm equipment, 

you buy a complete and self-contained 
unit that is ready to operate at the 
touch of a starter, the tug of a 

horse or the turn of the hand. But 
electricity doesn’t come in a single 

package. And there is much more to 

its proper use than just the flip of 
a switch. 

Like water flowing in a pipe, elec¬ 

tric po^er must be conducted by wire 

to the points where'it is used. If pipes 
are small, water flows very slowly, 
and most of the pressure is lost by 
passing through excessive lengths. In 

the same way, if wires are not suf¬ 
ficiently large, the small amount of 
electricity that can pass through them 

will not be enough to operate any but 
small equipment, and generally un¬ 
satisfactory service will result from 

low voltage. 
What Is Adequate Wiring? 

How can an ample supply of elec¬ 

tricity be assured at all points at all 
times? By good wiring, carefully 
planned—in other words, by ade¬ 
quately wiring your farm home and 
buildings. Simply expressed, adequate 

wiring means: 
A service entrance of correct 

size (capacity)* 
Enough circuits, each with the 

correct wire size. 

Special heavy duty circuits and 

outlets for range, water heater 

and larger motors. 
Sufficient outlets and switches 

conveniently placed. 

If these are provided, and good ap- 

Ample glare-free light benefits health and beautifies the home. 

Sufficient convenience outlets are 

essential t® comfort and safety. 

pliances are used, your electric ser¬ 

vice will be safe, dependable, econ¬ 
omical and a source of constant 
satisfaction. 

But, you may say, all I want right 
now are lights, a radio, and an elec¬ 

tric iron. I can’t afford to completely 
electrify my farm at one time. I’ll 

have to wait until later to buy a re¬ 
frigerator, an automatic water sys¬ 

tem and much other equipment I 
want and need. Why, then, should i 
install such an elaborate wiring sys¬ 
tem now? Why can t I put in a 
cheaper one and add to it as I buy 

more appliances and equipment? 

Why Do It Now? 

In the first place, adequate wiring 

is not elaborate. It includes no extra, 
fancy or special “gadgets. Instead, 

it is only minimum necessary to the 
successful electrification of your farm. 

Secondly, it is impossible—except 

at relatively higher cost—to amplify 
or change a wiring system, once it is 
installed* Wiring is not a bracelet to 
which extra links can be added at 

will. True, you can extend wires to 
this or that room or building, but 
the basic circuits are as fixed and 
rigid as the walls of your home. It 

is just as foolish, false and expensive 
a saving to cut down on your initial 
wiring job as it would be to build a 

house without windows to avoid pay¬ 
ing for window panes. 

Therefore, for the sake of comfort, 

convenience, safety and economy, 
plan and install your wiring system 

to meet your future as well as pre¬ 
sent needs. Such insurance will in¬ 
evitably pay big dividends in time, 

labor and money saved, and these 
will more than offset the slightly 
greater initial cost. 

All right, you say, I m convinced 

of the importance, advantages and 
savings of adequate wiring. But how 

can I make certain I will get adequate 
wiring? I’m not an electrician and 

scarcely know the difference between 

a volt and an ampere. Isn’t it neces¬ 
sary for me to be familiar with the 
various types of wire, cable, conduit, 
outlets and everything else that goes 
to make up the completed installa¬ 

tion? 
How to Get Adequate Wiring 

Not if you employ a competent 

and reliable electrical contractor thor¬ 
oughly experienced in farm wiring. 

Then it is only necessary for you to 
tell him what you want as definitely 

as you can. Be sure to include all 
your probable future needs, and give 

careful consideration to any sugges¬ 

tions he may make for improving your 

service. If possible, k is well to ob¬ 

tain two or three estimates on the cost 

of the complete job provided all the 

contractors are equally dependable 
and all bids guarantee the same qual¬ 

ity of materials and workmanship. 

Your cooperative can give you 

advice and suggestions. A compre¬ 

hensive booklet, “Planning Your 

Farmstead Wiring and Lighting,” may 

be had by sending three cents in 

stamps to this paper. 

More than a thousand different 
welding operations are required in 

the manufacture of a single auto¬ 
mobile. 

Tractor Production Up 
Production of the farm wheel 

type tractor reached a new postwar 
high in August, with 28,400 being 
manufactured. 

POWERFUL HEAT WAVES 
HOW USED IN INDUSTRY 

It’s hard to imagine birds being 

cooked in flight. But that is what 

actually happened during the war 

when several low-flying fowl acci¬ 

dentally swooped into the mouth of 

a giant radar antenna used to jam 

enemy search equipment. The power¬ 

ful beam of high-frequency waves 

stunned and roasted the birds almost 

instantly. 

Although high-frequency cooking is 
still in the future, these versatile short 
waves are already doing another im¬ 

portant job. The same energy that is 

used to carry the human voice or 
detect unseen targets can be applied 

to dtying food, curing rubber, bond¬ 
ing plastics, flowing tin, and other 

industrial tasks. 
One of the largest and most modern 

of such installations is the Firestone 
Tire £> Rubber Company plant at Fail 
River, Mass., where the drying and 
curing of foamed sponge rubber for 
mattresses, seat cushions, and furni¬ 

ture upholstery is done six times 
faster than the older method of steam 

curing and all-oven drying. 
New Process at Work 

Moulds full of liquid rubber, beaten 

to a thick foam, are delivered by con¬ 
veyor lines to the work chamber and 

placed sandwich-like between two 

huge plates or electrodes. When the 
current is turned on, it is applied al¬ 
ternately from one plate to another 

at the rate of 13,600,000 times a 
second. This creates a molecular fric¬ 

tion inside the rubber and produces 

DSD YOU KNOW THAT.. ? 
Refrigerator defrosting can be ac¬ 

complished in less than five minutes 

if an infra-red lamp is held near the 
freezing unit. 

★ ★ ★ 
A small magnet in the sewing 

basket will simplify the picking up of 
pins and needles. ★ ★ ★ 

The Empire State Building, tallest 

building in the world, contains 17,- 

000,000—yes, seventeen million—feet 

of telephone and telegraph wire. 
* ★ ★ 

Electric wire is out to make a 
piker out of Paul Bunyan, the great 
lumberjack. Somebody has thought 

up a way to cut down trees without' 
effort—electrically—by just drawing a 

hot wire tight around the trunk. 
★ ★ ★ 

The first escalator—built in the 
U.S. was prohibited at the Paris Ex¬ 
position of 1900. 

Only electric locomotives are per¬ 

mitted to pull the 500 trains that 
daily enter or leave New York’s 

Grand General Terminal—handling in 

a year more than 60,000,000 pas¬ 
sengers. 

a uniform heat throughout the mciter- 
ial. 

After curing, the rubber is dried by 
another brief electronic heat applica¬ 
tion and a fast trip through a hot-air 

tunnel. Mattresses that took from 16 

to 18 hours in the old steam oven— 
because the heat had to force its way 
slowly into the interior—can be dried 

by a one-minute short-wave treatment 

and one hour in the tunnel. 

THE CASE Of THE TIRED FARM WIFE 
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WELCOME NEW 
MEMBERS 

David and Myrtle Fife, LaHarpe; 
Roy C. and Alma Rich, LaHarpe; 
Kenneth H. and Gladys McConnell, 
LaHarpe; Ervin and Ellett Wem- 
haner, Sutter; Earl and Ora Koeh¬ 

ler Trautverrer, Basco; Vernon 
Shutwell, La Harpe; Robert G. and 

Kathrine Mae Glisan, Burnside; 
Glen and Maxine Bishop, Burnside; 

James L. and Jessie L. Patterson, 
Burnside; Hazel and Frank Shep¬ 
ard, LaHarpe; Floyd and Alma 

Hummel, Burnside; Inez J. and 

James M. Denholm, Hamilton; * 
Marvin M. and Marie Martens, j 
Carthage; Harlan and Fern Wil-; 
son, Carthage R. 4; Winnie F. and ! missed a fine meeting. 

Fred Trautvetter, Warsaw; Wm. 
H. and Helen Worrell, LaHarpe. 

NEW APPLIANCES 
Fred Zimmerman—New Water 

System and Heater. 

Lawrence Hanks- -Refrigerator. 
Floyd Carroll, Refrigerator. 
Homer Burling — Tyler Home 

Freezer, 18 Cu. Ft. 
Glen Smith—Kelvinator. 
Lester Wollbrink—General Elec¬ 
tric Range. 

Denver Petty—Electric Heater. 
Carrel L. Bruder—Electric Hot 

Water Heater, Range, Pump, Re¬ 
frigerator and Iron. 

Calvin King—Apex Cleaner, and 
Electric Washing Machine. 

Howard Magin—General Electric 
Refrigerator. 

Qrvel Prior—Amanna Locker— 
l ft. 

Pen Pals. Women’ts Page 
We note that in several recent is¬ 

sues of the 111. REA News we have 
had letters from members’ children. 

We are happy that these children 
*re taking an interest in this col¬ 
umn, and hope that we will see 

more letters from our pals. We 
were also pleased to see that Mrs. 
W. C. Vaughn of Lomax, one of our 

members, enjoys reading “all of the 
REA News.” • 

ANNUAL MEETING 
Our Annual meeting was held 

Tuesday, February 4. In spite of 
one of the coldest days of the sea¬ 
son we were pleased to have so 
many of our members attend. 

Dinner was served at noon by the 
ladies of the Christian, and Old 
Trinity Lutheran Churches. 

Guests from other Co-ops includ¬ 
ed Dean Searls, Manager of Adams 
County Co-op, Camp Point, and 
Roy L. Sharrow of Golden, also of 

the Adams County Co-op; Manager 
Ray Grigsby and Mrs. Grigsby, 
Pres. G. Wayne Welsh, Sciota; 
Mrs. Helen Hicks, secretary-treas¬ 
urer, and June McCarty, bookkeep¬ 
er, of the McDonough Power Co¬ 
op.; Fred E. Darr, electrification 
adviser, Menard Electrical Co-op., 

Petersburg; A. D. Mueller, editor 
Illinois REA News, and Joan Cam¬ 
eron, e | istant editor, Illinois REA 
News, Petersburg, and Guy E. Gor¬ 
don, of the Graybar Electric Sup¬ 

ply Co., Galesburg. . 
PRIZES AWARDED 

Mrs. Clarence Dighton, Table 
Lamp—Graybar Electric Co. 

Mrs. Leslie Reed, Broilmaster— 
Carthage Matag Company. 

George Winkel, Breakfaster— 
Cliff Eckhardt, Terre Haute, III. 

Burton Harrell, Electric Iron— 
Cliff Eckhardt. 

Aris M. Kindred, Toaster—Brown 
Lynch Scott, Carthage, 111. 

Mrs. Minor Huls, Barberwear 
Broiler—Sears, Roebuck & Co. 

Ward Scott, Travel Iron—Fred 

Goldenstein, Carthage, 111. 
Joseph McBride, Fluorescent 

Kitchen Lamp—Crescent Electric 

Co., Quincy. 111. 
Mrs. Geneva Thompson, Fluores¬ 

cent Bed Lamp—O. K. Electric Co., 

Carthage, 111. 

Raymond Schenck, Breakfaster— 
Don Gordon, Hamilton, HUvois. 

Clayton Curtis, Hot Hfcte— 

Gamble Stere, Carthage, Illinois. 

Mrs. Forrest Bivens, All Ameri¬ 
can Food and Beverage Jug—Fire¬ 
stone Store, Carthage. 

Mrs. Edythe Siegrist, Dr. Sals- 

bury’s Weed-Kill—Chas. F. Halk 
Hatchery, Carthage. 

Mary V. Cain, Pole Light Bulb— 
The Co-op. 

Several of the prize winners were 

repeaters, that is. they have been 
awarded prizes at our annual meet¬ 
ings of other years. We are always 
pleased when this happens, because 
after all it is those “faithful ones” 

interested enough in their coopera¬ 
tive to attend its annual meetings 
who should be rewarded. 

COME NEXT YEAR 

We need not mention in this 
column what a fine annual meeting 
we had February 4, for the benefit 
of those members attending. But 
we would like to mention that those 
members who did not attend, really 

A splendid 
noon-day meal was enjoyed at the 

two churches, our entertainment 
was excellent, and the business por¬ 
tion of the program was instructive 
and helpful. 

Here’s hoping that some of those 
faces we missed seeing at this 

year’s annual meeting will be seen 
next year. 

Organzation Meeting 

The Board of Directors held its 
annual organization meeting on 

! Feb. 10, at the Cooperative office, 
i Mr. Bert Thompson of Burnside re¬ 

places Mr. George Carlisle, on the 

Board. The same officers were 
elected for the ensuing year, name¬ 
ly: Lloyd Dickson, President; Ruth 
Stevenson, Vice-Pres., ar~d Lee 
Murphy, Sec.-Treas. 

This and That 
About Your Co-op 

Mr. D. B. Bidle, safety job in¬ 
structor, conducted the regular 
monthly safety job training meet¬ 

ing for all outside employees of the 

Cooperative, on Wednesday, Feb. 
12. 

Busy Man 

Manager, L. C. Marvel, has been 
very busy the last few weeks com¬ 
pleting some map work, attending 
the annual meetings of neighbor¬ 
ing cooperatives, consulting with 
the engineer on matters pertaining 
to the construction of a new sub¬ 
station and a system study of the 

project. All of this in addition to 
regular daily office work and ar¬ 
ranging for our own annual meet¬ 
ing. 

We might add here, that the sur¬ 

vey of the project for the system 
study has been completed and on 
Jan. 29, bids for the construction 
of a new substation were taken. 
Upon the advice of REA, Washing¬ 
ton, they were rejected, however, 

and we were instructed to order 
material and construct the sub-sta¬ 
tion by force account, which we 
will endeavor to do, as soon as 

transformers and steel can be se¬ 
cured. 

Illness at Home 

Marcus Metternich, right-of-way 
man for the cooperative, has been 
absent from his duties the past few 

weeks on account of the serious 
illness of his wife. Mrs. Metternich 
is now beginning to show improve¬ 
ment. 

New Truck 

The Cooperative recently secured 
a new Dodge truck, which was 
greatly needed. This now provides 
the Co-op with four trucks, and 
should do much to increase our ef¬ 
ficiency in maintenance and eo- - 

struetion activities. 
WHOOSIT? 

We are somewhat concerned over 

the headlines of a California news¬ 
paper which was called to our at¬ 

tention a few days ago. Two of 
our members who are sojourning on 

the west coast this winter it seems 
caught cold at a nudist camp in 

California. This will undoubtedly 
delay their return to Illinois. We 
hope it is nothing serious, however, 

and that they will soon be starting 

eastward. 

NEWS FROM 
Menard 
Petersburg, 111. 

A. E. BECKER, Mgr. 

YOUR ANNUAL MEETING 

When this issue of the ILLI¬ 
NOIS REA NEWS reaches you the 
TENTH ANNUAL MEETING of 

the MENARD ELECTRIC COOP- 
ER.ATIVE will be history. 

Advance information regarding 
the event indicated it would be 

one of the best annual meetings 
held in the annals of your Coop¬ 
ers tive. 

The schedule outlined for the 
meeting held February 24 in the 
Farm Bureau Auditorium at Pe¬ 
tersburg follows: 

10'00 a. m.-l:00 p. m.—Registra¬ 
tion. Ella Louise Cutright and 

office personnel. 
11:00 a. m.-12:30 p. m.—Sound 

Motion Pictures—Fred E. Darr. 
12:30 p. m.-l:00 p. m.—Music, 

The Gorsek Trio, Springfield. 

PROGRAM 
1:00 p. m.—Meeting called to 

order—Henry B. Colby, President. 

Invocation—Rev. G. A. Wilson. 
Reading of Notice of Tenth An¬ 

nual Meeting; Reading of Minutes 
of Ninth Annual Meeting. 

Music—Menard County Chorus, 
Carol B. Jones, Director. 

Managers’ report—A. E. Becker. 
Introduction of Guests. 
Music—The Gorsek Trio. 
Election of Directors—A. W. Lil- 

ienstein, Attorney. 
a. > anointments of Election 

Tellers. 
b. Report of Nominating Com¬ 

mittee. 
e. Nominations from the Floor. 
d. Instructions to Voters. 
e. Balloting. 
Group Singing—Led by Member. 

Dillard Worner. Manito. 
Address—John E. TePoorten,! 

Madison, Wisconsin. Coordinator 
of Wisconsin Schools of Vocation¬ 
al and Adult Education. 

Report of Election Tellers. 

Unfinished business. 
Selecting Winners of Attend¬ 

ance Awards. 
Closing Remarks by Henry B. 

Colby, President. 

Note: An organization meeting 
ol the Board of Directors was held | 

i nmediately following the Annual I 
Meeting. 

NINE MEMBERS NOMINATED 

Pursuant with instructions con-1 
tained in the Cooperative By-Law < 
a nominating committee consisting 
of i r e members s^ecied from the j 

membership, was appointed at the | 
January Board Meeting to nomi- i 

nate nine members for election at1 

the annual meeting to serve as 
directors of your Cooperative for 
the ensuing year. 

This committee nominated the 
following members. (Members at-! 
tending the Annual Meeting were 

privileged to make additional nom¬ 

inations from the floor.) 

Homer T. Brown, New Holland; 
Henry B. Colby, Pleasant Plains; 

Audace Herzberger, Virginia; E. 
Clyde Lewis, Ashland; Wm. H. 
Montgomery, Petersburg; H. D. 
Shelhammer, Mt. Pulaski; Charles 
Smith, Easton; C. Nelson Worner, 

Manito and Archie Zook, Athens. 

Nominating Committee 
Members of this Committee who 

met January 28 were Albert Brown, 
Cantrall; Harold Durflinger, NL 
antic; Harold Farmer, Ashland; 
John Harfst, Easton; and Henry 

G. Otten, Petersburg. 

Attendance Awards 
At the time this column is being 

written a partial list of attendance 

awards, donated by cooperating 
dealers and distributors has been 

received and are on display at 
your Cooperative office. There 

will be more than 40 attendance 

prizes awarded at the meeting. 
Prizes received to date (Febru¬ 

ary 13) include one Toastmaster 

toaster, two Automatic electric 

irons, one Warming Pad, one Table 

Lamp, one Ivory Kitchen Clock, 
one Alarm Clock and one % H. P. 
Motor, all from Westinghouse 
Electric Supply Company, Peoria; 
one Westinghouse Automatic Elec¬ 
tric Iron Boeker Motor Company, 

Petersburg; one Betty Crocker 
Automatic Electric Iron, U. S. 
Electric Co., Springfield; one Ta¬ 
ble Lamp, Wehner Furniture Co., 
Havana; one novelty Table Lamp, 
Menard Appliance Co., Petersburg; 
one G. E. Heating Pad, Gamble 
Store, Petersburg; one Broilmas¬ 
ter, Layman Hardware, Havana; 

one Trouble Lamp with cord, 
Thomson Hardware, Petersburg; 
one Traveler’s Iron, Kellogg-Fire- 

stone Store, Petersburg; one Brac¬ 
ket Fixture, Bonties Store, Peters¬ 
burg; 5—% Gals. Sorghum, Wal¬ 
ter Underwood, Petersburg; 5— 

114 lb. wedges “Cloverbloom” 
cheese, Armour’s Creamery, Pe¬ 
tersburg; 5 quarts Quaker State 
Motor oil, Glen Hughes Garage, 
Kilbourne; % bushel Pioneer Hi- 
Bred Seed Corn, Derry’s Hardware, 
Petersburg; One bushel Yellow 
Blossom Sweet Clover Seed, Dirks 
& Canterbury Farm Supplies, Pe¬ 
tersburg and Two “Polly” Miracle 

Aluminum Grills, Aluminum Com¬ 
pany of America, Chicago Office.' 

Note: A complete list of prizes, 

donors and names of winners will 
be published in the April issue of 
the Plinois REA News. 

MEMBERSHIP RESPONSI¬ 

BILITY 
AH members are responsible for 

bills contracted on property or 

properties covered by their mem¬ 
bership. When changing renters, 
moving or discontinuing service, 
it is to your advantage to see that 
the following information is for¬ 
warded to your Cooperative office 

immediately. 

MOVING DATE, FINAL ME¬ 
TER READING and FORWARD-' 
ING ADDRESS OF OLD TEN- j 
ANT. 

MOVING DATE, METER 

READING AND NAME OF NEW 
TENANT. 

This procedure if followed will 

eliminate unnecessary expense or 
loss. Your Cooperation will be 
sincerely appreciated. 

Signed: A. E. Becker, 

Manager. 
O * f 

ARE YOU BUYING A RANGE? 

There is a definite trend in the 
market today toward electric cook¬ 
ery, electric refrigeration and elec¬ 
tric water heating. Several re¬ 

ports made on surveys, released 
by publishers of magazines for 

women, all indicate that the mod¬ 
ern farm home maker of today 

is interested in economy, appear¬ 

ance and safety in the range she 
plans to buy. The modern electric 
range meets these exacting re¬ 

quirements. A recent survey by a 
nationally known farm magazine 
shows that nearly twice as many 

cooperative members will purchase 
electric ranges as they become 

available, as now own them, and 
rightly so. Any Cooperative mem¬ 
ber who considers the matter sert- 
ously when approached by a gas 
stove salesman, should realize that 
the first cost of his equipment 
isn’t final. Even if you feel many 
of his statements have some truth 
in them there is much he does not 
tell you. For instance take the 
matter of cost of operation all 
electricity used by the ELECTRIC 
RANGE, you contemplate buying, 
can be figured as just that much 
more used over that you are using 
at the present time, so, naturally 
its cost will all be in the lower 

brackets. 

As your Cooperative’s rates are 

set up on a bi-monthly basis, there 

is every indication that most of 
the KWH used will be in the 2%c 
or lldc brackets. Where you have 

both an electric range and a dou¬ 

ble-unit water heater, all KWH 
used over the first 400 KWH with¬ 
in the bi-monthly period are fig¬ 

ured at 1 l-10c per KWH. This 
means that the more appliances 

used helps you reach this 1 l-10c 

per KWH rate more quickly. 

Then too, you have INSTANT— 

SAFE — CLEAN — DEPEND¬ 

ABLE-FUEL t ELECTRICITY) 
always available when you need it. 

The thinking homemaker of to¬ 
day wishes to own appliances and 

equipment that reflect intelligent 
buying. “ALL ELECTRIC LIV¬ 
ING and “ALL ELECTRIC” 

FARMING are the signs of prog¬ 
ress in the homes of tomorrow 
and the better days that lie ahead. 
CHANGE IN METER READING 

CARD SYSTEM 

Owing to the failure of a large 

percent of our members in mark¬ 
ing and mailing their meter cards 

on the proper date, we are forced 
to discontinue sending meter read¬ 
ing calendars as has been our 

practice the last three years. We 

realize that it was very easy to 
forget to mark and mail your me¬ 
ter reading card on the proper 

date and unless the cards are re¬ 
ceived within two days after the 
reading date, they are too late to 

be used in our billing. 

In the future we will mail each 

member a meter reading card on 
the proper date for your meter 
reading and we earnestly solicit 
each member’s cooperation in 
marking and mailing this card im¬ 
mediately upon receiving the 
same. 

If you have a dial type meter 
PLEASE TAKE GREAT CARE 
IN MARKING YOUR CARD AND 
MARK THE CARD IN JUST EX¬ 
ACTLY THE SAME POSITION AS 
THE HANDS APPEAR ON THE 

DIALS. 

BE SURE AND MARK AND 
MAIL THE CARD JUST AS SOON 

AS YOU RECEIVE IT! 
• • * 

NEWS TO 4-H CLUB MEMBER’S 

The Menard Electric Coopera¬ 
tive is definitely interested in pro¬ 
moting the 4-H Club Better Meth¬ 
ods Electric Contest for 1947. The 
Better Methods Electric Contest, 

sponsored by the Westinghouse 
Educational foundation stresses 
the important role played by elec¬ 

tricity in all types of 4-H Club 
projects. The principal theme of 
the Better Methods Electric Con¬ 
test is work simplification— 
through the application of improv¬ 
ed Job Methods. 

Prizes Awarded 

Each County Winner gets a gold 

filled Medal of Honor which he or 
she will be proud to wear. 

Each State Winner is awarded 
an all expense trip to the National 
4-H Club Congress held in Chi¬ 

cago. 

Six National Winners each re¬ 

ceive $200.00 Westinghouse College 
Scholarships. 

Learn to Analyze Your Job 

4-H Club boys and girls who en¬ 
ter the Better Methods Electric 
Contest quickly learn how to make 

sympathetic analyses of jobs and 
chores on the farm and in the 
farm home. They soon realize 

more and more that time is mon¬ 
ey—that time saved is money sav¬ 
ed. Better Methods can be ap¬ 

plied to all 4-H Club project work. 
No matter what the job or chore, 

whether it be watering cows, rais¬ 
ing poultry or doing the family 

washing, there is always a Better 
Method for your work, faster and 
more efficiently. Especially if 
electric service is available on the 
farm. 

All 4-H Club Members Eligible 

The 4-H Better Methods Elec¬ 

tric Program is open to all 4-H 
Club boys and girls. To partici¬ 

pate, a club member need only to 

study his job methods, as employ¬ 
ed in connection with his regular 
4-H project or farm chores, then 

report his proposed Better Mettl¬ 
ed. Progress of 4-H Better Meth¬ 

ods Electric Contest participation 
by Junior members of your Co¬ 
operative information will be pub¬ 

lished each month in this column. 
WE WANT A NATIONAL WIN¬ 

NER IN ’47. 
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NEWS FROM 
Jo-Carroll 

Elizabeth, HI. 

FLOYD RUBLE, Mgr. 

Board of Directors 
President: Everett R. Read, Eliza¬ 

beth. 
Vice President: E. L. Dauphin, 

Savanna. 
Treasurer: Morris W. Birkbeck, 

Galena. 
Secretary"! Berniece Moore, Han¬ 

over. 
Roy Schlichting, Apple River. 
Boyd Handel, Chadwick. 
Henry G. Dittmar, Elizabeth. 
Harry J Stanger, Hanover. 
Carl Mating, Chadwick. 

Manager 
F. I. Ruble, Elizabeth. 

* * * 

JANUARY OPERATING STA¬ 
TISTICS 

KWH purchased  189900 
KWH sold   139235' 

Connected members ...    894; 

Miles, energized      427 

Density per mile     2.09 

Months of operation . 79' 

Total number billed .   884 

Average bill (farm) $6.67 

HONOR ROLL FOR JANUARY 

The first 25 meter cards to be 
returned were from: Gus Berlage, 
Elizabeth; Gotthilf Haas, Eliza¬ 
beth; David Rury, Elizabeth; Ed¬ 

ward Stadel, Elizabeth; Ralph F. 
Hesselbacher, Elizabeth; S. C. An¬ 
derson, Elizabeth; Earl J. Winter, 

Elizabeth; Oswin Artman, Eliza¬ 
beth; Li. V. B. Atz, Elizabeth; Wal¬ 

ter Click, Galena; Leslie Tippet, 
Galena; John L. Tippet, Galena; 
Ben Berlage, Elizabeth; Elmer 
Plosch, Elizabeth; Vincent Girot, 
Hanover; Alfred Altfilliseh, Eliza¬ 

beth; Helmer Dittmar, Elizabeth; 
John H. Backenkeller, Elizabeth; 
John Schaible, Elizabeth; Koehn 
Bros., Elizabeth; Ernest Cook, 
Elizabeth; Oscar Spoerl, Elizabeth; 

Vernon L. Diehl, Elizabeth; John 
O. Menzemer, Elizabeth; Henry 

J. Wand, Elizabeth. 

♦ * * 

The first 25 members to pay their 
January bills were: John L. 
Reusch, Galena; Benj. Siegel, Ap¬ 

ple River; J. V. Erner, East Du¬ 
buque; Leo Klaas, East Dubuque; 
Allen Airhart, Savanna; A. T. Kin- 
gery, Lanark; George Stine, Scales 
Mound; J. H. Airhart, Savanna; 
Ivan McGinnis, Elizabeth; Albert 
Erner, East Dubuque; Gus Ber¬ 
lage, Elizabeth; Gotthilf Haas, 
Elizabeth; Ben Berlage, Elizabeth; 

Elmer Plosch, Elizabeth; Vincent 
Girot, Hanover; Wilmer Wurster, 
Elizabeth; Robert McPeek, Mt. 
Carroll; John Cook, Elizabeth; 
Henry G. Dittmar, Elizabeth; 
Lawrance Meyer, Elizabeth; Ralph 
Groezinger, Elizabeth; F. B. Fred¬ 
erick, Savanna; Mrs. Henry Ber¬ 
lage, Galena; Orville Boldt, Eliza¬ 
beth; Harold VandeDrink, Eliza¬ 
beth. 0 * * 

The heaviest farm users for the 
month were: Arthur M. Read, Eliz¬ 
abeth, 1091; Frank L. Burns, Han¬ 
over, 936; Raymond Bleakley, 

Elizabeth, 916; Elmer C. Fink, 
Chadwick, 849; Orion Myers, Mt. 
Carroll, 826; Donald Mackay, Mt. 
Carroll, 804; J. Sherman Parkin¬ 
son, Elizabeth, 796; Walter 
Schlichting, Apple River, 794; 

Wayne Merboth, Lanark, 771; Wm. 
Klopf, Stockton, 767; Ben H. Eden, 
Stockton, 739; Kenneth Speer, 
Elizabeth, 736; John A. Larson, 
Chadwick, 702; James H. Moore, 
Hanover, 686; Hugh Mills, Hano¬ 
ver, 679; Lawrence Meyer, Eliza¬ 

beth, 662; Gotthilf Haas, Elizabeth, 

630; Eugene McAdams, Jr., Han¬ 
over, 630; James R. Morgan, Mt. 

Carroll, 613; Willis A. Hammer, 
Scales Mound, 607; Urban Tranel, 

East Dubuque, 602; Art and Roy 
Schlichting, Apple River, 599; So¬ 

phie Eden, Stockton, 595; Sherman 
Daggert, Mt. Carroll, 592; R. Nairn 
Kilpatrick, Hanover, 590; Wm. R. 
\dams, Savanna. 584; Kenneth 
Schneider, Mt. Carroll, 562; La- 

Verle Groezinger, Elizabeth, 553; 
R. R. Hostman, Elizabeth, 648; 

Robert L. Schubert, Mt. CarroH, 
545; George Getz, Mt. Carroll, 544; 
Harold W. Reusch, Elizabeth, 538; 
Ralph Hesselbacher, Elizabeth, 
529; Henry Miller, Apple River, 
527; Wm. E. Roberts, Sr., Stock- 
ton, 523; Lester Dittmar, Stock- 

ton, 522; Frank Randecker, Eliza¬ 
beth, 518; Wm. Scheele, Scales 

Mound, 516; Robert Guenzler, La¬ 
nark, 511; Ben Rosenberry, Chad¬ 
wick, 508; Emmett Petitgout, East 
Dubuque, 501; Charles Sucher, 
Chadwick, 500; L. C. Hesselbacher, 

Scales Mound, 495; Harry Handel, 
Massbach, 486; John Rogers, Han¬ 
over, 471; Glengary Farm Stables, 
Mt. Carroll, 458; Russell Tallman, 
Lanark, 456; August Sieman, Han¬ 
over, 454; E. B. Spanogle, Chadwick, 

453; C. Robert Sibley, Chadwick, 
452; John A. Reusch, Elizabeth, 
444; Lloyd Kloepping, Lanark, 442; 
Birkbeck Bros., Galena, 433; Ditt¬ 

mar Bros., Apple River, 427; John 
Doty, Chadwick, 427; Earl K. Bur- 
meister, Lanark, 424; Elston Nobis, 

Hanover, 423; Louis Gerlick, Han¬ 
over, 410; Boyd Handel, Chadwick, 
409; Raymond Heer, Elizabeth, 407; 
Ralph Groezinger, Elizabeth, 401; 

Ross Potter, Hanover, 396; Glenn 
W. Hartman, Chadwick, 393; Wm. 
J. Kilpatrick, Hanover, 393; Louis 
Haug, Elizabeth, 390; Joseph Haas, 
Elizabeth, 388; Clifford Dittmar, Ap¬ 

ple River, 386; Haven Noser, La- 
mark, 368; Dotzel Bros., Apple 
River, 364; Wm. Janssen, Chad¬ 

wick, 362; A. L. Bourquin, Apple 
River, 360; Clarence R. Colehour, 
Mt. Carroll, 360; George A. Steele, 
Elizabeth, 359; Frank Flack, Han¬ 
over, 358; Judson Grove, Mt. Car- 

roll, 358; Elfie Koehn, Scales 
Mound, 355; Philip Townsend, Eliz¬ 
abeth, 355; Robert Gilman, Savan¬ 
na, 353; Neal V. Dauphin, Savan¬ 
na, 353; Anton Berning, Galena, 
353; Authur G. Dellabella, Galena, 
352; Harlan Reusch, Elizabeth, 350. 

* * * 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Carl Schnitzler, Elizabeth, Illi¬ 

nois. 

Albert Adolph, Chadwick, Illi¬ 
nois. 

Pleasant Ridge School, Apple 
River, Illinois. 

Henry VanZuiden, Mt. Carroll, 
Illinois. 

Hal Ashby (Conrad Heinze-0-), 
Savanna, Illinois. 

David Davis, Galena, Illinois. 
Leslie Tippet (John L. Tip- 

pet-0-), Galena, Illinois. 

John L. Tippet, Galena, Illinois. 
Charles Fiedler, Galena, Illinois. 

NEW APPLIANCES 

Ed. Westemeier — Table lamp, 

clock, washing machine. 

Robert Schubert — Hot water 
heater, sewing machine, toast mas¬ 
ter. 

Wm. E. Smart—Vacuum cleaner. 

Clyde Uehren — Combination 
electric 4 plate. 

Wayne Merboth—Deep Freeze 
(American), 2 hog waterers, heat¬ 
er, mangel, Hamilton mixer, Vac¬ 
uum sweeper, washing machine, 

waffle iron, kitchen clock. 
Chas. Freeman, Jr.—radio. 
Herman Ege—Vacuum cleaner. 
Ernest Kaitzenberger—Refriger¬ 

ator. 
Blackoak Lutheran Church and 

Psge.—Electric water pump in 

Parsonage. 
Leslie Kaufman — Remington 

Threesome shaver, Electric iron, 
bottle warmer. 

Arthur Busch—^Refrigerator 
Albert J. Weis—Radio-record 

changer combination, Hot plate, % 
H. P. Motor, shaver, iron, radio, 

soldering iron. 

Henry Polhill—Frigidaire, Mix 
Master. 

Gail Frederick—Electric Mixer. 
Roy Schlitching—Tank heater. 
Wm. R. Adams—Electric tank 

heater. 
Lloyd Kloepping—Milking ma¬ 

chine. 
Adolph Ostendorff—Deep Freeze. 
Wilfred Armstrong—Toaster, ra¬ 

dio. 

L&verne Schonhoff—Refrigera¬ 
tor. 

Andrew Stenquist—Milking ma¬ 
chine. 

George A. Steele—Two burner 
hot plate, vacuum cleaner. 

Wilbert Ricke—Electric mantle 
clock. 

Joseph Wienen — Vacuum 

cleaner. 

George Adolph, Jr. — Electric 
Mixer. 

John Seharpf—Home Freezer. 

Harvey Mullen—Electric refrig¬ 
erator, clock. 

Eugene Hickie—Heater. 
Wm. E. Roberts, Sr. — Home 

freezer. 

David Davis—Washing machine, 
electric iron. 

Roscoe Almquist—Range. 

Albert Tranel — Stoker motor, 
toaster. 

John L. Tippet—Iron. 

Henry VanZuiden — Maytag | 
washing machine, radio, popup 

toaster. 

Chas. Rail—Room heater. 
Sam Keller—Shallow well water 

system. 
Lester Bussen—Refrigerator. 
Earl Scribner—Toaster. 
Glengary Farm Stables—Hot wa¬ 

ter heater. 
Anton Berning—Hot water heat- j 

er in milk house. 
Raymond Patterson — Furnace! 

fan. 

James Keeffer—Refrigerator. 

Louis Stephan—9%’ refrigera¬ 
tor, toaster, chicken waterer. 

Clarence J. Haas—Anchor stoker. | 
George Ertmer—Radio, clock, 

Mix Master. 
Henry Miller—Automatic water 

system. 

John Cook—Iron, radio, toaster, 
blower on the oil burner. 

Merle G. Kingery—2 clocks, wa¬ 
ter heater. 

J. W. Duncan—Heating pad. 
Chas. J. Fiedler — Motor on 

washing machine, iron, radio. 
Leslie W. Tippett—Iron, toaster, 

radio. 

Donald Dewey—Frigidaire, tank 
type cleaner. 

Paul Schoenhaar—7 ft. refriger¬ 
ator. 

Arthur M. Read—Sunbeam Mix 
Master. 

Robert Guenzler — Hot water 
heater, stoker, stove, 3 H. P. mo¬ 
tor for elevator. 

Raymond Bleakley — Water 
heater. 

We also have a notice which ^ 
came in unsigned reporting an I 
electric tank heater as added 

equipment as of December 17, 1946. 
* ★ ★ 

ON THE MOVE 
Willare Martin has moved from 

the Orion Myers farm, Mt. Carroll, 
to the Mabel Allanson Farm, Mt. 
Carroll; Verne R. Carson has mov-; 
ed from the Colehour farm at Mt. [ 
Carroll and Cecil J. Green is the 
new tenant. Theodore Polhill has j 
moved from the Shires farm west 
of Elizabeth to a farm west of 
Stockton, and Fred Clarkson is 

the new tenant on the Shires farm. 
William Rahn has moved from a 
farm near Fair Haven to Morri¬ 
son, Illinois, and Alvin Hook is 
the new tenant, having moved 
from the Roy Queckboerner farm. 
The new tenant on the Queck¬ 
boerner farm is Harvey Wiersma. 
Harry Rogers has moved from the 

Walter James Farm at Mt. Car- 
roll and Mr. James will occupy 
the farm himself after March 1. 
Ben Tranel, East Dubuque, has 

moved and sold his farm to Ben- 
nedict Timmerman. Ralph Tranel 
is the new tenant on Mrs. Ed. Tra- 
nel’s farm in East Dubuque. Jos¬ 
eph H. F. Wand has moved south 

of Rockford, Illinois, and Henry 
J. Wand is operating the farm. 

Judson Grove has moved from the 
Merle Miller farm near Mt. Car- 

roll, and Mr. Miller will occupy 

the farm himself. Mrs. Magda¬ 
lena Tranel, East Dubuque, has 

moved and Wilfred Tranel is the 
new tenant. Charles LaDew has 

moved from the Young & Althof 

farm near Chadwick and Vernon 

S. Gordon is the new tenant. Clar¬ 
ence J. Hartman has moved from 
a farm near Chadwick to one near 
Lanark. 

★ * * 

VISITORS TO THE PROJECT 
Vistors to the project during the 

past month included E. C. Collier, 
REA Field Representative; R. W. 
Reidelberger, Applications and 

Loans Field Representative of 
REA and Agnes Wilson, Home Ad¬ 
viser. 

THANKS! 

We are gratified to find that we 
have readers for our column in 
other areas as well as our own. 
Our appeal for a copy of the De¬ 
cember issue of Illinois REA News 
brought a response from Mrs. Sam 
Gratton and Slouborg Brothers in 
our c * area, and from Arrel Cot¬ 
ter, R. F. D. No. 1 of Broughton, 

! truck and the county snow 
and by approximately 6:30 that 
night the truck was finally gotten 
back into town. The snow plow 
however, was unable to open the 
entire road due to the size of the 
drifts. With both trucks working 
on maintenance, bucking snow 
drifts higher than the cabs, the 
east phase was back on by 10:30 
a. m. on January 31, and by 11:20 
a. m. Lead 6 was back on. After 

a tree, which had fallen over the 
line and broken the three wires 
was finally located, the tree was 
removed, the wires spread and ser¬ 

vice was restored by 11:30 a. m. 
j The length of tljis o”ia.ge vras un¬ 

necessarily prolonged because this 
trouble was within p’ain view of a 

! consumer’s house, and had it been 

reported to this office as several 
others were, it wou’d have saved 

Illinois, and James McWilliams of 
El Paso, Illinois. We are indeed 
grateful to these good people who 

put themselves out to package 
and send the paper to us. Special 
thanks to Mr. Cotter and Mr. Mc¬ 

Williams from way down state for 
being interested enough to read 

the good old Jo-Carroll Column. 
★ ★ ★ 

During the past few months we 
have had some of our new mem¬ 
bers send subscription money for 

the Illinois REA News. While we 
are very glad to think that there 

are people who are willing to PAY 
for the Illinois REA News, we 

have nevertheless sent the money 
back to them with the explana¬ 
tion that receiving the News is one 
of the courtesies that is provided 
by your Cooperative. Your mem¬ 
bership in the cooperative entitles 

you to the paper without any ad¬ 

ditional cost to you. If you live on 
a farm owned by someone else, 

and the owner has the member¬ 

many hours of walking for our 
linemen and many hours of incon¬ 

venience for many of our consum¬ 
ers on that same line. We cannot 

stress too much or too oft^n that 
if you know of any instance 
which might be causing trouble 
on your line to call the office, and 

your service will be restored much 
quicker than if our men ha\re to 
hunt down the.trouble with only a 
general idea of where to begin. 
After any heavy wind or snow or 
rain storm, if members would 
only look over that part of the 

line on their own property to see 

that no trees or limbs are over the 
line it would simplify matters for 
you as well as for us. 

We have made this remie^t on a 
number of occasions and in sever¬ 
al different ways; through the 
medium of news letters, the REA 

News and information at annual 

meetings. However, if a greater 
percent of all members served 
would heed this request it would 

ship, he will receive the paper un¬ 

less we are advised by him that it 
is his wish to have the tenant re- | 
ceive the paper. This will prob- ! 
ably clairify the situation for some 
of you folks who are renting 
farms and have not gotten copies 
of the paper. 0 * * 

OUTAGE REPORT FOR 
JANUARY 

do more to eliminate long outages 
than any other single fact. After 

all, this is your line, and it takes 
an individual member but a very 

short time to glance up and down 
the line on his property before 
phoning to report a line outage. 

By 12:20 p. m. on January 31 

the entire system was again re¬ 
ceiving service, much to the relief 
of everyone. 

There were five outages during 
January and for the previous 
month of December there were 

also five. The wind storm of Jan¬ 
uary 20th was responsible for out¬ 
ages on the south end of the pro- 
ject. The first call came in at 10 
o’clock a. m. and by 3 o’clock p. m. 
all the lines were back on. On 

January 23, Lead Six was killed 
to trim trees and replace damaged 

insulators which were causing ra¬ 
dio noise. This outage was local¬ 

ized and lasted but 35 minutes. On 
January 27 the circuit breaker on 
Lead 7631 locked out, cause un¬ 
known, causing an outage from 
10:30 a. m. to 3:45 p. m. On Janu¬ 
ary 28 an outage was reported on 
Lead C47 which was caused by a 

Lumber Company felling trees on 
the line. The people on this line 
were deprived of service for two 
hours and one-half unnecessarily, 
since by simply calling the office 
before starting to cut trees too 
close to the line would have meant 
having our linemen at the scene 
and possibly no interruption in 
service. On January 29, the begin¬ 
ning of our BIG snow storm, our 
first call came in at 4:30 p. m. and 
by 5:20 p. m. on January 30 the 
center phase was back on, despite 
the fact that our linemen who had 

started out on the trouble call 
were snowbound all night at De- 
rinda, after having walked five 

miles for shelter. It was neces¬ 
sary for the linemen to walk back 

to Elizabeth the next morning and 

get the help of our construction 

The Robert F. Holcombe familv 
i of Elizabeth have closed their 
j home and have gone to Korea to 

f be with Mr. Holcombe for the 
coming year. Mr. Holcombe, a 

member of this Cooperative, is 
with the Ordnance Division of the 

U. S. Army. 

CONCRETE 
MILK HOUSE 
saves work— helps handle 

bigger production 

Concrete milk houses are easy to 
keep clean and sanitary, and are 
the most satisfactory means of meet¬ 
ing milk laws and regulations. 
They’re storm- and fire-safe; eco¬ 
nomical to build and to maintain. 

you’ll find all the information you 
need on the construction of miik 
houses in latest edition of bcc‘':®t, 
“Sanitary Milk Houses.” Write to¬ 
day for free copy. 

PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION 
Dept D2-8, 33 W. Grand Are., Oneigo 10,11 

—HummiiL1 iipragiM 

LARAMORE and DOUGLAS, Inc. 
ENGINEERS 

Power Plants, Distribution and Transmission Lines 
SYSTEM STUDY SURVEYS 

327 South LaSalle Street, Chicago 4. Illinois 
REA FIELD OFFICE—154 North Market Street. Paxton, Illinois 
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SMART CROCHETED HAT 
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PE1N PALS 

Our Pen Pal club is growing so 
>rapidly that we do not have enough 
room to print all the letters we re¬ 
ceive each month. If your letter is 
not in this month, it will appear in 
the next issue. Keep writing those 
Pen Pal letters. You have a wide 
selection to chose from this month. 
If you want your Pen Pal letter pub¬ 
lished, send it to Joan Cameron, Jun¬ 
ior REA News, Petersburg, 111. 

Likes Riding: and Piano 

I am a girl 15 years of age and 
will be 16 in April. I have brown 
hair, blue eyes and a dark com¬ 
plexion. My favorite hobbies are 
horseback riding and playing the 
piano. I like other sports, too. 
I am a junior at the Metropolis 
Community High School. I am 
majoring in Science and English. 

I enjoy receiving letters, so come 
on, juniors, fill my box. I will 

answer every letter received.— 
Edith Kickasola, R. 1, Brookport, 
m. 

* * * 

Fond of Outdoor Sports 
I am 11 years old, will be 12 

July 10. I weight 82 lbs. I have 
blond hair and light brown eyes. 
I go to Olive Branch School, am 
in the sixth grade. My best hobby 
is reading. I like all outdoor 
sports. I read the REA News 
every month, but this is my first 
time to write. I have one brother, 
Billy 15, and one sister, Ann 14.1 

T have lots of friends, but would 
Sove to have some Pen Pals.— 
Betty Sue Shockley, Box 7, Olive 
Branch, 111. 

* * * 
Ball Favorite Sport 

I have light brown hair and 
dark brown eyes. I am a girl 9 
years old, am 4 ft. Tin. tall. My 
birthday is January 6. I am in the 
fifth grade at Keenes School. My 

favorite sport is playing ball. 
Come on, Pen Pals, write to me. 
I would like to hear from boys 
and girls, too. I will answer all 

letters I receive. — Shirley Lou 
Brown, Keenes, 111. 

Marilyn Plays Piano 
I am a girl 11 years old. I 

have dark brown hair and brown 
eyes. I’m 4 ft. Sin. tall andaweigh 
63 lbs. I am in the sixth grade. 
My hobbies are piano playing and 

bicycle riding. There are 15 in 
our school. I have a sister three 
years old. Her name is Karen. I 
will answer all Pen Pals, so fill 
my mail box.—Marilyn Stahlhut, 

R. R. 2, Edwardsville, 111. 
* * * 

Has Dog and Seven Cats. 
I am a girl of 13. I have brown 

hair and blue eyes. I am about 
5 ft. 3 in. and weigh 109 lbs. My 

favorite hobby is bicycle riding. 
I have a dog and seven cats for 
pets. I go to Richfield School. 
There are 11 in the school. I like 
to see basketball games. I have 
a sister 16 years old. I would 

like to have some Pen Pals.— 
Betty Hull, Plainville, 111. 

* * * 

Sewing Is Her Hobby 

I enjoy reading the Junior 
News very much but this is the 
first time I have written. I am a 
girl of 15, have black hair, blue 

eyes and weigh 90 lbs. My hob¬ 

bies are sewing and reading com¬ 
ics. I have three sistf+* and 

Piano Player 

I am a girl 13 years old and in! 
the eighth grade. I am about 5! 
ft. tall and weigh 85 lbs. I have 
blond hair and blue-gray eyes, j 
and a dark complexion. I like to j 
play the piano, ride bicycles and | 
horses. Also I like to listen to the ' 
radio and go to shows. I have! 
four sisters and no brothers. I 

Jean Likes School 
I have brown hair and blue 

eyes. I am 5 ft. 1% in. tall and 
weigh 114 lbs. My birthday is 
April 10 and I am 13 years old. 
My hobby is to go to school. My 

teacher’s name is Mrs. Gunn. 
There are 16 pupils in school. I 
have two sisters and one brother. 
We get the REA paper and I en- 

want all Pen Pals to write to me i reading it.—Jean McLane, R 
and I’ll answer all letters.—Mar-1 Jonesboro, 111. 
jorie A. Dahler, R. R. 2, Nokomis, 
III. 

Collects Glass Statues 

I am 11 years old. I’m in the i 
sixth grade at school. My birth-1 
day is November 10. I have ’ 
brown hair and brown eyes. My 
hobbies are riding horses and col- j 
lecting glass statues to put on j 
what-not shelves. I will answer [ 
all letters, so write, boys and 
girls.—Doris Emmons, Box 288, 
Wayne City, 111. 

Will Exchange Photos 

I am 13 years old and am in the 
eighth grade at the Prairie Cen¬ 
ter School. I have brown hair 
and brown eyes. I am 5 ft. 1% 
in. tall and weigh 123 lbs. I have 

two brothers. One is 16 and the 
other one is 8. I live on a farm 
about four miles northeast of 
Clinton. My hobbies are playing 
the piano and outdoor sports. 
Mrs. J. T. Segroves is my music 

teacher and Miss Mabel Lampe is 
my school teacher. Write, boys 
and girls, and I will answer all 
the letters. I will exchange pho¬ 

tographs.—Beverly June Luck, R. 
R. 3, Clinton, III. 

Laugh 'R Two 

A Basketball Fan 

I have been wanting to become 
a Pen Pal for a long time. I am 
5 ft. 3in. and weigh about 125 lbs. 
I have light brown hair and green ! J- ^ 

 ._ ;1>,ke R‘dmg Donna» Hobby 
I am a blond-haired girl with 

girls from 14 to 16 years to write 
to me.—Lucille Billhartz, BL R. 1, 

Mew Baden. 111. 

eyes. I am a freshman in Alta- 

mont High. I was 14 years old 
on January 9. 

I like to read books and go to 
school, but most of all I like bas¬ 
ketball. I think the A. C. H. S. 
Indians will win the trophy this 
year. Come on, Pen Pals, write 
to me as I will answer every let¬ 
ter promptly.—Sibyl Oder, R. R. 
1, Altamont, 111. 

* * * 
Morris Grooms, Breaks Calves 

I am 8 years old and in the third 
grade. I go to the Prairie Center 
School. Miss Mable Lampe is my 
teacher. I have light brown hair 
and brown eyes. I am 4 ft. 2 in. 
in height. I weigh 64 lbs. I have 
one sister and one brother. 

I live on a farm northeast of 
Clinton. I raise rabbits. Every 
evening after school I like to play 
with the baby calves. I brush 
and curry them. Some of them I 
break to lead. I will answer all 
letters I receive, so please write. 
—Morris Luck, R. R. 3, Clinton 
HI. 

* * * 
Has Big Shepherd Dog 

I am a girl 12 years of age. I have 
blond hair, dark 
blue eyes, am 5 

ft. 1 in. tall, and 
weigh 97 lbs. I 
have a big shep¬ 
herd dog. His 
name is Skipper. 
I have five sis¬ 
ters, all older 

than I. 
My hobbies are collecting movie 

star pictures and riding bicycle and 
at night writing to Pen Pals. I would 
enjoy getting letters from boys as 
well as girls 12 and 13 years old. 
I will answer all letters and also ex¬ 
change picture of myself.—Imajean 
Hembrow, R. R. 2, Jerseyville, 111. 

O * * 

Mary Has Many Pets 

I am 13 years old and am in 
the eighth grade. I have dark 

brown hair, brown eyes, and am 
5 ft. 2 in. I have a brother, 19, 

who is attending S. I. N. U. His 
name is Billy. 

I have a lot of pets and love 
sports. I have two Pen Pals. My 

There’s nothing like a new hat for 
lifting a girl’s spirits. This youthful 
style in wood brown wool will put 
you right in the lead in the fashion 
parade. It requires only two ounces 
of knitting worsted and a piece of 
bright pink ribbon. Try this design 
with the new smoother hair-do’s. A 
direction leaflet for crocheting this 
design and another wool hat may be 
obtained free by sending a STAMP¬ 
ED, SELF-ADDRESSED ENVEL¬ 
OP to Joan Cameron, Illinois REA 
News, Petersburg, 111. 

three brothers. I would l%e for birthday is July 13. I love to 
write letters, so boys and girls, 
fill my mailbox.—Mary Ann Pla¬ 
ter, Vienna, 111. 

blue eyes. I am 8% years old. I 
am in the third grade at Wayne 
City school. My hobbies are go¬ 
ing to school and riding a bike. 
My birthday is February 3. I will 

answer all letters that you send. 
-Donna Austin. Box 45, Wayne 

City, HI. 
* * a* 

Mary Wants Pen Pals 

I am a girl, 5 ft. 3 in. tall, f have 
dark brown hair, blue eyes, medium 
complexion. My hobbies are going to 
school and playing games. I have 
three brothers and one sister. My 
brothers are Norman, 18, Lawrence, 
^ A Paul, 6, and my sister is Edith. 
5. I am 14. I would like a lot of 
Pen Pals to write to me.—Mary 
Lane, R. R. 2, Box 149, Edwards¬ 
ville, III. 

0 * * 
Bettie Collects Stamps 

I am 13 years old. My birthday is 
July 29. I am in the eighth grade. 
I weigh 112 lbs. I am 5 ft. 5 in. tall. 
My hobbies are collecting stamps from 
the United States and foreign coun¬ 
tries. I like reading any kind of 
books or stories and playing the 
piano. 

I live in the country and go tp a! 
country school. I have a very big 
mail box and it will hold lots of let¬ 
ters from you boys and girls. So 
come on and write. I promise to 
answer every letter. Also how about 
a picture?—Bettie Shackleford, R, 3, 
Cisne, 111. 0 * * 

Collecting Snapshots Is Hobby 

I am a freshman in tne Harrisburg 
Township high school in Harrisburg. 
I am 14 years old and have brown 
hair and gray eyes. I am 5 ft. tall. 
My hobby is collecting snapshots. My 
favorite sport is riding a horse. I 
will be glad bo exchange snapshots. 
I read every issue of the Junior News 
and I enjoy R. I would like boys to 
write as well as girls, so come on 
and fill my mail box. I will answer 
all letters—Rosalie Tath, R. R, 1, 
Box 148, Harrisburg, 111. 

♦ * » 

Horseback Riding Favorite Sport 
I have light brown hair and blue 

eyes. I am 5 ft, 1 in. tall. My birth¬ 
day is Aug. 4. I am in the fifth grade. 
I am 10 years old. My favorite sport 
is riding a horse. My hobby Is read¬ 
ing books. Girls and boys, please 
write to me.—Betty Grimmett, R R. 
3, Palmyra,, £U 

Likes Outdoor Games 
I am a girl 14 years of age and in 

the seventh grade. I have two broth¬ 
ers. One is in school and the other 
is not old enough. I have dark brown 
hair and blue eyes.. I would like all 
Pen Pals to write to me. I will answer 
all letters. My hobbies are riding bi¬ 
cycles and playing outdoor games.— 
Marilyn Leasune, R. R. 4, Carmi, 111. 

* * ★ 

Hunts, Traps with Little Brother 

I read the Junior News and it makes 
me very happy. I have several Pen i 
Pals now but not quite enough. I live 
5 miles from town and go to school 
every day. I am 13 years old and 1 

in the seventh grade. I have one 
sister, 9, and one brother, 6. I read 
a lot of good books and when I tire 
of that I take my little brother and 
we go hunting and set traps and have 
lots of fun. I go to the mailbox every 
day to get our mail, so come on, kids, 
fill my mail box. I’ll send everone a 
picture.—Donald Lee Owens, R. R. 
2, Carbondale, 111. 

♦ * * 
Has Pet Dog 

I am a girl 12 years old. My birth¬ 
day was January 10. I have brown 
hair, gray eyes. I weigh 92 lbs. I 
have one sister, Delores Ann, 4 
years old. I am in the seventh grade 
and I go to the St. Joseph School. 
I live on a 54-acre farm. My hobbies 
are reading, riding horses, going to 
movies. I have a pet dog. I will 
answer all letters I receive.—Jeanette 
Sweitzer, Cobden, 111. 

* * * 

Roberta Is Music Lover 
I am 16 and have dark brown hair 

and eyes. I am 5 ft. 2J^ in. tall. My 
favorite sport is basketball. My fav¬ 
orite hobbies are Pen Pals, dancing, 
skating, and all music. I play the 
piano and bass horn. I go to Wapella 
High School and like it very much. 
I will answer all letters from boys 
as well as girls, so fill my mail box. 
I will exchange photos with anyone.— 
Roberta Mollet, R. R. 1, Wapella, 
111. 

0 * * 

Collects Movie Star Pictures 
1 am a girl 14 years old. I have 

blond hair and gray eyes. I am 5 ft. 
4 in. tall. I enjoy reading the Junior 
REA News very much. My hobbies 
are collecting movie star pictures and 
riding horseback. I have two broth¬ 
ers and one sister, Earl Burch 6, 
Giles Gilbert 5, Carolyn Sue 10. 
I would like to have a lot of Pen 
Pals, so come on, boys and girls, fill 
my mail box.—Dixie Lee Judd, R. R. 
3, Murphysboro, 111. 

Some Accident 
Mike: ‘ Did you hear about the 

accident on the streetcar the other 
day?” 

Pat: "No, what happened?” 
Mike. A man. had his eye on a 

seat and a woman sat on it.” 
® * * 

Hootless 
‘The horn of your car must be 

broken.” 
‘No, it’s just- indifferent.” 

"Indifferent! What do you mean?” 
“It just doesn’t give a hoot.” 

® * * 

Dog Sense 
Did you hear about the awful 

thing the teacher did to Jimmy?” 
No. What did she do?” 

"She made him wash his face ai 
school and when he got home his dog 
didn’t know him and bit him.” 

Gay Plumage 
Little Jane was visiting her grand¬ 

mother in the country. Walking in 
the garden, she chanced to see a 
peacock, a bird she had never seen 
before. After. gazing in silent admir¬ 
ation, she ran into the house and 
cried excitedly, "Oh Granny, co.ne 
and see! One of your chickens is in 
bloom!” 

® * * 

True, True 
The teadier of the second grade 

had been tlking about great inven¬ 
tions. Now,’ she sair, beginning a 
review, Tommy, tell us one im¬ 
portant thing we didn’t have one hun¬ 
dred years ago." 

Me, said Tommy brightly. 

Polly Has Many Animals 
I am 10 years of age. My birthday 

is Aug. 23. I am 4 ft. 7 in. tall and 
have blue eyes, light brown hair, 
and fair complexion. I have two bro¬ 
thers. My oldest brother works in 
Chicago. The other one is in the 
Navy. I am the baby of the family. 
I live on a 47^4 acre farm, four 
miles east of Cobden. I am in the 
fifth grade at Toppingtown school. 
My hobbies are all outdoor sports. 
I have a horse, a calf, a dog which 
has three puppies, and three cats. 

I have gone to Sunday School for 
two years and have not missed a Sun- 
day. I go to church every night, I 
am a member of the Baptist Youth 
Fellowship. 1 would like to hear from 
all Pen Pals.—Polly Jenkins, R. R. 2, 
Cobden, 111. 

* * * 

Has 250 Dolls In Collection 
I am a girl 13 years old. I have 

brown hair, blue eyes, and live on 
a farm. I have a collection of 250 
dolls and am interested in everything 
my pals own. So come on, let the 
letters fly my way. I promise to 
answer every one.—Kay Ann Craw- 
shaw, R. R. 3, Murphysboro, III. 

Plays Flute In Band 
I am a girl of 12 years old. My 

birthday is July 20. I have blond 
hair. I have no brothers nor sisters. 
My hobby is playing in the band. I 
play a flute. We have 55 in New 
Baden High School band. Our direc¬ 
tor is Mr. George Barton. I go to 
St. George School. My Sister’s name 
is Sister Mary Yvonne. I like to read 
the letters that are sent to Pen Pals. 
Please write to me soon.—Rose Marie 
Zitnmermann, Box 133, New Baden, 
111. 

* * * 

Pen Pal 
I am sending my name and address. 

I would like both girls and boys to 
write me.—Margaret McLane, P.O, 
Box 344, Illtno, Missouri. 

^ 

Favorite Sport is Skating 
I am a girl 11 years old. I have 

brown hair and black eyes. I am S 
ft tall. My birthday is Sept. 8. I am 
in the fourth grade at Gore school 
My hobbies are skating and riding 
a bicycle. 1 live on an 80 acre farm, 
—Delois Jean Dick, Box 153, Olm¬ 
sted, IU 
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Southern' Illinois 

NEWS FROM 
Dongola, OL 

GEORGE ENDICOTT, 
Mgr. 

ANNUAL, MEETING 

The Cooperative held its 8th An¬ 
nual Meeting at the Dongola High 
School Gymnasium having a cap¬ 
acity crowd present. It is through 
the part of you members that we 
can show our appreciation to the 
speakers and other parties who 
help formulate the policies to do 
a better job of serving our actual 
needs. In that a report is given 
in another place on this meeting 
we are not taking a great deal of 
space as there is a special report 
on this meeting. 

We have received several re¬ 
quests from you members to make 
a list of the material and supplies 
which we have available for re¬ 
sale to you members. We are now 
giving you this list at this time. 
We attempt to carry a complete 
stock of house wiring supplies and 
wiring devices including boxes and 
fixtures. Some of these items are 
very scarce at this time and we 
may or* may not have them at 
tirbes. We have been able to se¬ 
cure a very good supply of kitchen 
flo'urescents and it is our plan to 
have these on hand at all times, 
both for new installations and for 
charging over from the old type 
kitchen fixture. 

BROODERS 
Now is the tim: to begin think¬ 

ing about your brooder units, get¬ 
ting the old ones out and check¬ 
ing them over to see if they are 
in operating conditions. We have 
a supply of these units which can 
be inserted in your old type brood¬ 
er or can be used in reconversion 
to the new type brooder. We also 
have a good supply of poultry wa¬ 
ter warmers which are available 
and are of a real benefit to any 
poultry raiser in that they keep 
the water at a drinking tempera¬ 
ture and eliminates the falling off 
of water consumption on the colder 
days. 

We still have a good supply of 
the large capacity shallow and 
deep well pump heads. Even 
though the motors are not avail¬ 
able for these units they could be 
utilized without the motors on the 
farm with some other unit and 
which it may be that these could 
be of very good use on some of 
ths farms. We still have a supply 
of 18 inch bolt cutters which will 
take up to a % inch bolt, and a 
supply of %— 3-16—and 1 inch 
rope. It may be that this is not 
too early to get your hay rope in 
shape for the coming season so 
that unnecessary delays will not be 
possible when this rope is so badly 
needed. 

Just received an invoice on some 
Surplus War Property tarpaulins 
which are 23 feet by 24 feet. These 
were used as bolt coverings and 
undoubtedly are water proof which 
will be available. Orders on these 
will be filled according to the way 
in which they are received and a 
very limited supply of these will 
be available. We have also re¬ 
ceived an invoice on some electric 
drills which have been very scarce. 
We will have some % inch cap¬ 
acity and the heavy duty % inch 
type. We have some of the new 
drills of the % inclj capacity be¬ 
sides other small items such as 
electric tea kettles and minor ap¬ 
pliances which were on display at 
the Annual Meeting. As yet we 
have not received any fractional 
H. P. motors but we still are keep¬ 
ing a Kst and we will fill this list 
just as quick as these become 
available 1 

NEW OFFICE 
Since receiving yewr last copy 

of the R. 35. A. News we have 
been settled down m our tempor- 
Wy fL'oe locat'd notth of Don- 
goia on the sub-station site. Even 

“ILLINOIS BREAKFAST— 
(From Page One) 

port to make arsaagemenis tor the 
breakfast and invitations have gone 
out to Administrator Claude R. Wick- 
ard and his staff. 

The breakfast fa San Antonio two 
years ago and fa Buffalo last year 
were considered eminent successes. All 
Illinois delegates and REA members 
attending the convention will be in¬ 
vited to attend. 

though the facilities are not what 
we would like they are consider¬ 
able better then what we bad at 
our old buliding and there at 
least room to carry on our opera¬ 
tions without too much interfer¬ 
ence. The ware-house facilities 
are not too large but more room 
is available then was present at 
cur previous location. With the 
material situation the way it is, 
it is necessary that a large quan¬ 
tity be on hand so that it win be 
available at all times. 

NEW GARAGE 
At the Board Meeting held this 

month it was moved that an addi¬ 
tion be made to the temporary of¬ 
fice in the addition on the east 
side for the housing of the Coop¬ 
erative automotive equipment. 
Most of the material is on hand 
for this addition which is to be 
approximately 22 feet by 70 feet. 

NEW LOCKER PLANT 
Of primary interest to all of the 

members in Union County as well 
as Pulaski and Alexander Counties 
is the starting of work on the new 
branch locker plant here at Don¬ 
gola just across the ha**d road 
from otir sub-station property. This 
is the third unit of this type which 
will have complete slaughtering and 
processing facilities and will han¬ 
dle all products temporarily plac¬ 
ed in the frozen food lockers. The 
forms are ready for the pouring 
of the concrete so that work can 
be completed on the lower part of 
this building. 

SYSTEM STUDY 
The Engineer is now on the pro¬ 

ject for completing detailed work 
preparatory to the bringing of our 
system study up-to-date. He is 
checking the old line and bringing 
aid of the staking sheets up-to- 
date so that a complete study of 
the project can be made with the 
completion of the “C’ and "D” 
Sections. 

“C" SECTION 
It is with a great deal of pleas¬ 

ure that we can announce that 
the pole hauling has been started 
on the “C” Section and that we 
are expecting the contractor in to 
start setting the poles just as soon 
as a sufficient quantity of poles 
have been delivered to start work. 
Approximately 110 miles of line 
has been staked as of this time, 
that being most of the line in 
Union and Alexander Counties and 
bj the time you receive this ^ssue 
most of this will be completed in 
Pulaski County at which time they 
plan on moving over into John and 
Massac Counties for the complet¬ 
ing of this work. 

We appreciate the Cooperation 
which has been given by some 
parties but we still have those 
who do not want any poles or an¬ 
chors on them but if we are going 
to build lines we must have poles 
and anchors. It seems that the 
material for this, with the excep¬ 
tion of conductor, will be available 
for the completion of this section. 
Previously, we stated it was trans¬ 
formers but now it seems trans¬ 
formers will be on hand as we are 
getting delivery of these but con¬ 
ductor has slowed up and even 
that scheduled is not coming 
through at the dates given. To the 
“C" members, the Cooperative will 
assure you that we will secure de¬ 
livery just as quickly as it k pos¬ 
sible. 

Protect decorted walks from 
dust marks of pictures by placing 
tiny corks at corners between wall 
and picture. 

NEWS FROM 
Shelby Electric 

SheibyviBe, BL 

LANE WALKER, Mgr, 

WATER SYSTEMS A 
POPULAR SUBJECT 

From the number of our mem- 
bens who wrote m requesting the 
Illmois REA News to send pamph¬ 
lets on how to plan a farm water 
system, R appears that there will 
be qMite a few farms served by 
your cooperative which wHl some 
day be putting electricity to work 
pumping and carrying water where 
it is needed. 

A recent survey shows that the 
average farm women carries 38,- 
000 pounds of water (19 tons!) sev¬ 
eral miles each year when it must 
be brought from the band pump 
outside to be heated and used for 
the laundry She handles 6,036 
pounds of wet wash and spends 
228 hours or nearly 29 days just 
doing the washing for her hus¬ 
band and family, if she hasn’t a 
modern water system and electri¬ 
city to help her. 

Entirely aside from eliminating 
the back-breaking drudgery of 
carrying so many tons of water 
and loifting and handling over 
three tons of wet wash each yeas; 
a water system and electrical ap¬ 
pliances for the laundry will save 
the farm wife about 75 percent in 
time afone getting the washing 
and ironing done. This time cam 
certainly be used more profitably. 

If she likes to handle the job of 
raising chickens (and what farm 
wife isn’t interested hi the “egg 
money”?) a modern water system 
and laundry appliances will give 
her enough extra time to really 
make her chickens a profitable u«- 
dertaEmg . She will also have time 
for the other and equally import- 
a*t jobs which farm wives are 
called upon to do—better meals for j 
her husband and family, more 
time for gardening and canning, 
for sewing and mending, and just 
as important, more time for recre¬ 
ation and just having some fun 
out of life in her spare tune. 

One REA member, Mrs. R. E. 
Lovelace of Canton, Go., wrote 
about her electric water system to 
say: 

“My electrfa pump reduced my 
labor to such an extent that I in¬ 
creased my annual broiler produc¬ 
tion to 28,000 from 3?000. This year 
1 am hoping to double my 28,000 
production.” 

There are about SO pamphlets 
on how to plan your water system 
stiH available by merely sending a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope 
with a request for it to the Illinois 
REA News, Petersburg, Illlhois. 
Just say you are a member of 
Shelby Electric Cooperative and 
want the pamphlet on plumbing. 

CARE OF WATER SYSTEM 
Many of our members already 

have a modern electric water sys¬ 
tem, of course, so they know what 
plenty of water under pressure 
means to farm production and to 
making work and life on the farm 
easier and more pleasant. 

It’s ttiighty unportaot to know 
something of how a water ■ pump 
system works and to be able to 
make minor repairs to keep it m 
good operating condition to assure 
steady, continuous service. 

Let’s examine briefly how your 
pressure system works. Water is 
pumped into the bottom of your 
pressure tank, trapping air at the 
top. This compressed air supplies 
the pressure that forces the water 
thruogh the system. To insure pro¬ 
per functioning, a higher percent¬ 
age of water than compressed air 
—usuaHy two to one at maximum 
—must be fa the tank. 

The amount of air is controlled 
automatically on most tanks by a 
device on the aide or top of the 
tank known as a bleeder. Maxi¬ 
mum pressure is about 40 pounds. 
When It is attained, the automatic 

Pest Control Circular 
Is Available from U. I. 

To help the Illinois fruit grower 
in his ever-present problem of pest- 
control, the University of Illinois, in 
cooperation with the State Natural 
History Survey, has published a new 
Circular No. 610, 'Pest Control in 
Commercial Fruit Plantings.’’ 

The publication offers insect and 
disease control recommendations for 
all common fruits and brambles as 
well as suggestions for the control of 
rodents in orchards. 

Copies of this bulletin may be had 
free upon request to the College of 
Agriculture, Urbana, 111. 

switch stops the pump. When pres¬ 
sure drops to about 20 pounds, the 
pump starts again. 

If your system is in good condi¬ 
tion, it will operate just as smooth¬ 
ly as that! It’s best not to tinker 
with it except to look it over once 
a month or so for excess water 
leakage and to see that the system 
is lubricated properly, especially 
in winter, to forestall flooding and 
freezing. 

Danger Signals 
You can depend upon your wa¬ 

ter system to warn you when 
things go wrong. Here are a few 
of the danger signals: 

1 Pump starts and stops fre¬ 
quently. This may mean your 
pressure tank is “waterlogged.” 
Water absorbs air under pressure 
and carries if out of the tank, thus 
destroying the balance between 
air and water fa the tank, and 
causing many stops and starts. 
Better ask your service man to ex¬ 
amine the air “bleeder” valve if 
this condition continues. 

2. Air front faucets. The cause 
of this fa usually too much air fa 
the storage tank—just the opposite 
of ti» “waterlogged” tank. The 
pump, under some conditions, 
might be pumptzig air only, instead 
of water . The “bleeder” valve may 
be clogged or otherwise not work¬ 
ing Or, on a deep-well system, a 
sucHer rod may be broken. 

S. No water from the faucet. 
Your power may be off, or a fuse 
bkrwn; your motor’s belt may have 
slipped off; the pump may not be 
drawing water because the level 
is too low. 

4. Pump runs but doesn’t deliver. 
A valve may be worn or not work¬ 
ing; a suction line may be clogged; 
leathers may be worn; pump may 
need priming. Pumps must be 
primed after they have been drain¬ 
ed or if prime is lost. On some 
pumps there fa a priming plug or 
valve cap opening. If you have a 
plunger type pump, prime the 
ump while it fa running, and close 
the priming {dug when you hear 
the valve opening and closing fa 
the water. 

5. Leakage. A small amount of 
leakage is necessary to lubricate 
the packing in your pump’s stuff¬ 
ing box If more than a few drops 
of water a minute leak out, tighten 
the stuffing box nut until no leak¬ 
age occurs, then loosen the nut a 
quarter-turn. 

6. Prevention of freezing. Dur¬ 
ing this winter weather your pump 
and the pipes must be protected by 
insulation unless they have been 
already set below the frost line. 
Consult your service man or your 
co-op on how deep the pump 
should be covered. A 100-watt 
lamp under the pressure tank or 
pump will help in extreme 
weather. 

7. Motors. Many pump troubles 
start in your motor. For exam¬ 
ple, if a belt fa too loose, your 
pump may not operate at full cap¬ 
acity. Make sure your motor and 
pump pulleys are aligned properly. 
For suggestions on simple motor 
maintenance, write to the Illinois 
REA News, Petersburg, Illinois, 
for the leaflet, "Care of Your Elec¬ 
tric Motor,” sending a self-ad- 
dressAL stamped envelope and 
mention that you are a member of 
Shelby Electric Cooperative. 

(From Page One) 
the total of funds advanced, with 
$23,980,420 already expended to ener¬ 
gize 22,401 miles of line connecting 
66,379 members. 

REA-financed power systems - dis¬ 
tributed during the fiscal year a total 
of 2,185,000,000 kwh of electricity to 
nearly 1,550,000 rural consumers. 
This is about four times the power 
used in the fiscal year 1941, although 
the number of consumers has only 
doubled since then. 

Illinois cooperatives distributed 83*» 
395,000 during the 1946 fiscal year 
and had a gross operating revenue of 
$3,979,192. No Illinois co-ops were 
delinquent on their loan repayment 
schedules and a majority had estab¬ 
lished a substantial “cushion of 
credit” through advanced payments in 
principal and interest. 

Area Coverage Goal 
A highly significant development 

brought out by the Administrator’s re¬ 
port was the emergence during fiscal 
'46 of a “denite pattern’’ of area cov¬ 
erage electrification. With more than 
half of the country’s six million farms 
now electrified, a clear picture of the 
number and location of REA bor¬ 
rowers, the areas which each will 
serve and the ultimate number of their 
consumers is beginning to emerge. 

nl the first six months of the last 
fiscal year, REA approved more loans 
than in any previous full year of its 
history, and still had an accumulation 
of applications as large as when the 
war ended. 

The period of time elapsing be¬ 
tween Congressional authorizations 
of loan funds, the allocation by REA 
of money to indrvklual projects, and 
the actual advance of loans, has been 
misunderstood widely, even within 
the rural electrification program it¬ 
self. 

Loan Procedure 
The delayed process is caused by 

the fact that REA cannot allocate any 
funds until the money has been auth¬ 
orized by the Congress. The indi¬ 
vidual project cannot proceed with 
Ms preliminary plans for construction 
or expansion until the money is made 
available by RSA allocations. And 
until the project completes its de¬ 
tailed plans and they are approved by 
REA, contracts are not approved. 

The REA construction program 
during 1946 was limited by the avail¬ 
ability of manpower and materials. 
Even wkh a scarcity of manpower 
and materials, however, REA coop¬ 
eratives and other REA borrowers 
connected new members at the aver¬ 
age rate of about 24,000 per month. 

In the last si* months this was 
stepped up to about 22,500 per 
month, which almost equals the con- 
nectkxi rate at the previous peak of 
the construction program in 1940. 
During the year, 261,710 rural con¬ 
sumers were added to the lines of 
REA-financed systems. 

FORNEY MFC. CO. 
FORT COLLINS 98. COLO. 

"Pioneer in Farm Welding" 

EL® 
a 

WILDER 
• 

110-440 V»lf A.C. 
32 Volt D.C. 

Repair Work Easy! 
WELD any metal hi any gauge or weight 
—from sheet to motor blocks. BUiLD 
your own stanchions, steel gates, power 
rakes, hay loaders, conveyors. BRAZE 
water tanks, pipes, sheet metal. SOLDER 
radiators, wiring, leaky fuel cans, milk 
cans. HARD SURFACE plowshares, cvl- 
ttvator bits, shovels. 

Ody Forney Has Ail These Features 
Weather-proof case. Fire-proof construc¬ 
tion. Proper voltage rating for each heat 
stage—reduces splatter, gives more effi¬ 
cient operation. Face of welder shews 
correct size of rod to use with each 
heat stage. Alt electrical connections 
brazed or welded. It's built to last! 
Fully equipped—ready to use. 



PAGE SIXTEEN frj.TNOTS REA NEWS MARCH—mr 

Missouri Has Power Cooperative; 
Speaker Tells McDonough Members 

Illinois Should "Go—Do Likewise" 

ADVOCATES ABUNDANT LOW-COST REA POWER 

Over 1000 Attend Co-op's 
Eighth Annual Meeting 

Held in Macomb 

Despite almost insurmountable 
obstacles and powerful, unrelent¬ 
ing opposition, Missouri attained 
a generation and transmission co¬ 
operative which has brought low¬ 
er wholesale rates and adequate 
sources of power to its REA co¬ 
operatives and Illinois should “go 
and do likewise!” 

Such was the admonition of A. 
H. Holbert of Monticello, Missouri, 
manager of Lewis County Electric 
cooperative and a director of 
Show-Me Electric Power cooper¬ 
ative, in his address to more than 
1000 members of McDonough Pow¬ 
er cooperative at their eighth an¬ 
nual meeting in Macomb, Febru¬ 
ary 5. 

Holbert insisted that the natur¬ 
al resources of this country are 
the birthright of the people and 
because clear-thinking leaders pro¬ 
tested the exhorbitant profits of 
the private power companies in ex¬ 
ploiting such natural resaurces, 

these leaders were denounced as 
socialists and enemies of the com¬ 
mon good. 

“The Government demonstrated 
that electricity can be produced 
from water running over a dam 
at one-eighth cent per kilowatt,” 
Holbert declared. “There is no jus¬ 
tification, therefore, for charging 
the rural people of America five 
or six and even more cents per 
kilowatt for it. Nor is there, nor 
has there ever been, any justifica¬ 
tion for not taking electricity to 
the farmers of this great country.” 

Courage Needed 
The speaker traced the early his¬ 

tory of the Show-Me power coop¬ 
erative in Missouri which serves 
19 counties and 38 cities and pro¬ 
vides power to the REA coopera¬ 
tives at wholesale rates consider¬ 
ably lower than were offered by 
the private power companies. 

With the acquisition of the gen¬ 
erating and transmission facilities 
by the cooperative at a cost of 
$4,500,000, the power companies in¬ 
sisted that the court refuse to per¬ 
mit any reduction of rates by the 
new owner. This was agreed to, 
Holbert said. But ten months 
later, because the power coopera¬ 
tive did not maintain vast blocks 
of watered stock and operate with 
excess charges to be met, it pre¬ 
sented a reduced rate scale to the 
Public Service Commission and re¬ 
ceived approval of it. 

This first rate reduction made 
a savings of $92,000 per year to 
those served by the cooperative, 
he explained, and further reduced 
the wholesale rates paid by the 
REA distribution cooperatives be¬ 
ing served. 

What can be done in Missouri 
can be done in Illinois, Holbert in¬ 
sisted. but those undertaking ft 
must be amply fortified with pat¬ 
ience. determination and courage. 
'The final results will more than 
justify the work, he predicted. 

Current Tasks 
Holbert deplored the lack of ef¬ 

fort being made by REA coopera¬ 
tives throughout the country in 
taking the story of their activities 
to the general public and in pro¬ 
viding full and complete informa¬ 
tion of their program to their own 
members. 

“We cannot over emphasize the 
importance of letting others know 
the scope and importance of our 
program of taking electric service 
to rural America,” he declared. 

"'We must plan ambitiously to 
work with all other educational 
forces in promoting an understand¬ 
ing of the uses and values of elec¬ 
tricity on our farms.'” 

He urged all cooperative organi¬ 

zations to enlist the help of the 
agricultural extension services, the 
university and college departments 
of agriculture, Farm Bureau 
groups, 4-H and Future Farmers 
of America organizations, home 
demonstration agents and all other 
agencies in carrying out a program 
to teach farmers and their wives 
how to make better use of elec¬ 
tricity. 

Power Needs 
“Ten years ago very few of us 

on the farm knew much about a 
kilowatt or what could be done 
with it. We are learning and 
there is far more ahead to be 
learned than we can imagine, but 
we are moving too slowly in our 
educational programs in this re¬ 
spect,” Holbert asserted. “Thomas 
Edison, on his last birthday, warn¬ 
ed that there would not be suffi¬ 
cient electric energy produced in 
this country at the end of 25 years 
to meet the demand and unless we 
make haste to provide adequate 
sources, his prediction will come 
true,” the speaker said. 

He charged his listeners with the 
responsibility of working in har¬ 
mony and with determination to 
carry forward to success the idea 
of establishing a state-wide pow¬ 
er cooperative in .Illinois. 

“You can accomplish anything 

mm 

Against a background which indicated he had great affection for his audience, A. H. Holbert, director of 
Missouri’s Show-Me Power Cooperative, told members of McDonough cooperative to push forward with “patience, 

determination, and courage to obtain a state-wide power cooperative in Illinois to furnish low-cost electric energy 
for the farmers on REA cooperative lines. At the speakers left is Mrs. Helen Hicks, secretary-treasurer, and at 
the right, G, Wayne Welsh, president, of the McDonough cooperative. 

principal had been paid to REA 
during the year and $34,368.99 in 

payments in advance of due dates. 
These payments were made, she 
pointed out, after ample reserves 
had been established to cover de¬ 
preciation of the co-ops distribu¬ 
tion facilities. 

Materials on hand and paid for 

framing and setting poles and an¬ 
chors. This work was started in 
November and has progressed sat. 
isfactorily, he said. 

Other Features 
President Welsh introduced Miss 

Joan Cameron, assistant editor of 
the Illinois REA News, who di¬ 
rected her remarks to the women. 

totaled $96,715 and accounts re- insisting that they represented just 
ceivable amounted to $15,217 and 
other assets were listed as 51,- 
647.86, she said. 

Manager’s Report 
Manager Ray Grigsby reported 

that the previous year had . been 
kind to the co-op in that there 

as important a part of the rural 

electrification program as the men. 
“Statistics have been worked out 

to show that you women are worth 
$69,000 to your husband during the 
span of years you help him as a 
partner in the production work of 

were a very few interruptions^ of the farm,” Miss Cameron said. 

Ray Grigsby 

you set out to do in this connec¬ 
tion if you will choose good lead¬ 

ers—intelligent, far-sighted, in¬ 
spired leaders—who will carry for¬ 
ward your program in spite of all 
obstacles and in the face of those 
who would destroy your coopera¬ 
tive enterprise if they could,” Hol¬ 
bert declared. 

Co-o>p Reports 
President G. Wayne Welsh, in 

his annual message, discussed in 
some detail the plans for the pro¬ 
posed Illinois State-Wide Power 
cooperative and outlined the steps 
taken so far to bring it into exist¬ 
ence. He is on the committee of 
the state association which will 
serve as incorporators of the new 
power co-op and draft the by-laws 
to be submitted for ratification by 
the representatives of the distri¬ 
bution cooperatives of the state. 

Welsh also reviewed the previ¬ 
ous year’s activities of McDonough 
Power cooperative, explaining that 
the acute shortages of critical ma¬ 
terials had prevented building new 
lines or letting a contract to con¬ 
struct over 145 miles of proposed 
new lines with a $200,000 allotment 
received last year from REA. 

He reported on the year’s activi¬ 
ties of the state association, of 
which he is president, and told of 
the decision to separate the Illinois 
REA News from the Wisconsih 
Electric Cooperative, which had 

published it for Illinois for three 
years, to establish it under the 
banner of the Association of Illi¬ 
nois Electric cooperatives as its 
official publication. 

Other Reports 

Mrs. Helen Hicks, secretary- 

treasurer, after reading the official 
notice of the meeting and the min¬ 
utes of the previous meeting, gave 
a detailed report of the co-ops fi¬ 
nancial condition. 

She disclosed that $43,120.46 in 

service caused by storms and that 
even where outages occurred, serv¬ 
ice was restored in a compara- 
tivell short time. 

During the year 156 extensions, 
ranging in length from just serv¬ 
ice extensions to those up to 3 
miles, were completed, 
enumerated. Sufficient quantities 
of some materials were received to 
permit building many more exten¬ 
sions but failure to receive other 
essential materials prevented actu¬ 
ally doing additional construction. 
Poles and transformers were in 

“The interest on such a sum, com¬ 
puted at 6 per cent, amounts to 
$4,140 and you shoud certainly in¬ 
sist on receiving at least the in¬ 
terest on your worth,” she ex¬ 
claimed. 

This interest on a wife’s worth" 
Grigsby to her husband can best be invest¬ 

ed in raising the standard of liv¬ 
ing on the farm,” Miss Cameron 
continued. “You women should in¬ 
sist that it be spent for such things 
as an electric water system to pro¬ 
vide you with both hot and cold 
running water, for a refrigerator, 

this latter category, the manager a deep-freeze locker, a washing 
explained. Lately, poles have be-! machine, an electric range, and 
come somewhat more plentiful but! the other essentials to a happier 
transformers are virtually impos-! and easier life in the homemaker’s 
sible to procure, he said. | department on the farm.” 

The cooperative increased from I Short Talks 
1,913 to 2,102 the number of mem- J President Welsh also introduced 
hers served from December, 1945,1 A. D. Mueller, editor of the Illinois 
to Decemher, 1946. The members 
increasd their use of kilowatts 
604,522 in the same period to bring 
the average usage per month from 
93 to 131 kilowatts, an increase of 
nearly 32 percent, Grigsby dis¬ 

closed. 
System Study 

Engineers were employed by the 
co-op to make a complete system 
study in order that future lines 
could be constructed with suffici¬ 
ent capacity handle the load 
which might be placed on them, 
Grigsby reported. 

The study showed that new lines 
should be based on an average 
consumption of 350 kilowatts per 
month per member, a figure which 
the manager admitted sounded 
fantastic, but which, he said, was 
amply supported bj engineering 
data. 

He warned that the members 
may expect some temporary in¬ 

conveniences during 1947 when 
lines must be de-energized while 
they are converted to meet future 
demands. 

With the $200,000 allotment from 
REA already authorized, the co-op 
will build a new sub-station and 

make other improvements to the 
system in addition to constructing 

new lines. Preliminary work on 
new construction is underway, he 
said, with a contractor in the field 

REA News, who spoke briefly of 
the ominous situation in th« 80th 
Congress concerning future loan 
authorizations for the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration. He urg¬ 
ed the members to write to their 

representative in Congress to pre¬ 
sent facts about the REA program 
and to enlist the support of their 
congressmen in helping others to 
get the benefits of REA service jn 
their farms. 

Everett R. Read, superintendent 
of the Illinois division of rural 

electrification, talked on the im¬ 
portance of the REA cooperatives 
working together to obtain great¬ 
er sources of power at still lower 
rates. He endorsed the remarks 
of Holbert in recommending that 
the cooperatives in Illinois strive 
to bring into existence a state-wide 
power cooperative to serve them 
and their members with low-cost 
power. 

The business sessions of the 
meeting were interspersed with 

entertainment provided by the 
Morgan County Four, men’s quar¬ 
tet, a humorous reading, “Three 
Cheers For Pee-Wee” by Mrs. Wil¬ 
lard Hansen, the Fox Orchestra of 

Bushnell, violin solos by Mrs. Bar¬ 
bara Hicks, and sound motion pic¬ 
tures presented by Fred E. Darr, 

electrification adviser of Menard 
Electric cooperative, Petersburg. 

FARMERS MUTUAL— 
(From Page 7) 

tives that they are financed by 
grants of the taxpayer’s money. 

“Some people are laboring under 
the false impression that REA co¬ 
operatives are being supported by 
the Government at the taxpayer’s 
expense,” Parson declared. “Here 
in our own community there are 

some people who have claimed 
that our cooperative is purchasing 
electricity from the Geneseo muni¬ 
cipal plant at less than it costs to 
generate it,” he said. 

Parsons revealed that a recently 
completed survey of electric rates 
disclosed that Farmers Mutual 
Electric cooperative was paying 
the City of Geneseo approximately 
16 percent more per kilowatt than 
the average wholesale rate for the 

state of Illinois. 

“As for REA cooperatives being 
supported by the taxpayer’s money, 
that is simply not true,” Parson 
emphasized. “Every REA coop¬ 
erative is financed by loans from 
the Reconstruction Finance Cor¬ 
poration through loan authoriza¬ 
tions voted by Congress to th« 
REA. These are loan authoriza¬ 
tions, not appropriations, and the 
cooperatives pay sufficient interest 
on the money to more than offset 
the cost of administering the Rural 
Electrificartion Administration. 

“As a matter of fact, the co-ops 
have already repaid $20,000,000 in 
advance of due dates and some 
$115,000,000 in principal on the 
funds already advanced,” Parson 
said. 

Tax Paying Co-ops 

“Another charge leveled at co¬ 
operatives by their enemies is that 
they do not pay taxes,” the mana¬ 
ger continued. “This too, ia a false 
charge and should be repudiated 
by every thinking member of a 

co-operative. Our own coopera¬ 
tive pays substantial personal prop¬ 
erty taxes in Henry and Whiteside 
counties and 3 per cent State Gross 
Revenue tax, excise taxes and nu¬ 
merous other taxes, just as do oth¬ 
er REA cooperatives throughout 
the, country.” 

Parson outlined the program of 
the cooperative for the coming 
year, pointing out that improve¬ 
ments will be made to the distribu¬ 
tion system to help eliminate inter¬ 
ruptions of service and to provide 
for greater capacity of electrical 
energy in the cooperative’s future 
and predicted that it would con¬ 
tinue to meet its obligations, pro- 
cide better service and continue to 
do everything possible to benefit its 
members. s 

Soybeans were introduced into 
Illinois in 1896. They have grown 
to be a major crop, occupying 
3,500,000 acres in Illinois, with a 
production of over 70,000,000 
bushels of beans a year. 


