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NRECA Retirement Security 
Plan Under Study By Co-ops 

Program Designed For 
Employees, Is Result 
of 15-Month Research 
Currently under considera¬ 

tion by rural electric cooper¬ 
atives of this state, is an em¬ 
ployee retirement and security 
program which provides for: 
1. Liberal provisions in the 
event of death; 2. Regular pay¬ 
ments for life after retirement; 
3. Disablement benefits; and 4. 
Division of the surplus above 
cost of financing program. 

The program, which has been 
adopted by the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association, 
was presented and explained to co¬ 
op leaders at the National Associ¬ 
ation’s regional meeting last month 
in Chicago by NRECA Secretary- 
Treasurer Avery C. Moore. 

The plan is the culmination of 
more than 15 months study by the 
NRECA and a committee consist¬ 
ing of Chairman Harry Edmunds, 
executive committeeman from Re¬ 
gion VI, E. J. Stoneman, Wiscon¬ 
sin director; Louie C. Spencer, Re¬ 
gion III, executive committeeman, 
and Moore. Final agreement was 
reached in September by this group 
and representatives of John 
Hancock Mutual Life Insurance 
Co., Boston, and Bankers Trust 
Company of New York, New York. 

The committee employed the 
consultation services of Joseph 
Froggatt and Co. Inc., one of the 
nation’s foremost insurance actur- 
ial firms and a leader in specialized 
retirement programs. The John 
Hancock company, a $2 billion dol- 
las insurance company, will pro¬ 
vide the death benefits of employ¬ 
ees while Bankers Trust, which 
handles more pension and retire¬ 
ment trustee business than the 
confbined business of all other New 
York City banks, will act as trus- 
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Insurance Plan For 
Officers of Co-ops 

While on Business 

Under an agreement worked out 
between the National Rural Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Association and 
Employers Mutuals of Wausau, 
Wis., insurance protection for of¬ 
ficers and directors of rural elec- 
tic systems while taveling on co-op 
business will be made available. 

Officers and directors, who are 
not reimbursed for their work for 
the rural systems, are not now cov¬ 
ered under either the group insur¬ 
ance or retirement and security 
programs which have been effected 
by NRECA. The new arrangement 
will enable systems to cover direc¬ 
tors against accidental death, med¬ 
ical expenses, and dismemberment 
injuries suffered when they are on 
official business. 

Costs to the systems will be seven 
dollars a year for each director and 
Employers Mutuals has offered 
policies providing $5,000 for acci¬ 
dental death and up to $1,000 for 
hospital and medical expenses or 
for disability or dismemberment. 

Before the program can become 
effecf:ve, 200 systems must be en¬ 
rolled. 

Explains Plan 

State . <..e Meeting Postponed 
The regular bi-monthly meeting 

of the board of directors of the 
State Association of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives, was pushed back 
a week from November 19 to No¬ 
vember 26 to enable State Coor¬ 
dinator A. E. Becker to accept an 
invitation to address the Rural 
Electrification Job Training and 
Safety Conference in Washmgton, 
D. C., November 17 to 21. 

Since the statewide’s .meeting co¬ 
incided with the Illinois REA News' 
December deadline, a report of the 
meeting will appear in next 
month’s issue. 

Avery C. Moore 

Becker Optimistic 
Ori Outcome of Tax 
Hearings In Wash. 

While in Washington, D. C., to 
address the Rural Electrification 
Job Training and Safety Confer¬ 
ence, November 17 to 21, State .Co¬ 
ordinator A. E. Becker had the op¬ 
portunity of attending a session 
of the Congressional hearings on 
taxation of cooperatives. 

Becker, who sat in on the pre¬ 
sentation of testimony in behalf 
of rural electric co-ops by Earl 
Wisdom, tax expert who has been 
retained by the National Associa¬ 
tion of Electric Cooperatives, said 
that it was his impression that “the 
electric co-ops’ side of the story 
received a friendly reception” from 
members of the Congressional com¬ 
mittee conducting the hearings. The 
coordinator added, that Wisdom, 
“made a splendid presentation of 
the co-ops’ case,” stressing to the 
Congressional committee that the 
property of electric co-ops is mort¬ 
gaged 100 per cent by the govern¬ 
ment and that the only way in 
which co-ops could obtain funds 
with which to pay additional taxes 
would be to increase the rates 
which members pay for electricity. 

Additional cause for optimism in 
the favorable outcome of the tax 
question, Becker felt, was the 
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Explosion Bocks 
Illinois Valley 

Elec. Substation 
An electric cooperatives 

management must be prepared 
for any kind of an emergency. 
Proof is the “bombing” that 
nearly devastated a substation 
of Illinois Valley Electric Co¬ 
operative, (Princeton) Novem¬ 
ber 20. 

Two minutes after midnight, 
November 20, a gas main, 
which passes within 15 feet of 
the Illinois Valley’s substation 
at Wedron, northeast of Otta¬ 
wa, exploded with terrifying 
force sending boulders, hurtling 
in all directions. Residents of 
the area described the noise of the 
explosion as “deafening”. Witness¬ 
es to the aftermath, said flames shot 

65 feet into the sky. 
The adjacent substation was the 

target for many of the boulder 

“bombs" which smashed insulators, 
fuses, switches, fences and wires. 

Fortunately, the transformers sus¬ 

tained little damage. 

According to John Wolfe, Illinois 
Valley manager, “a preliminary sur¬ 
vey of the wreckage, indicated that 
it might take six weeks to get the 
substatiop, which serves 1,500 users, 
back in operation as we did not 
have the necessary insulators on 
hand to replace those which were 
demolished. Happily, our whole¬ 
sale power supplier, the Illinois 
Power Company, came to our imme- 
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Rural Electrification 
Takes Greatest Stride 
In Last 12 Month Period 

REA Report Reveals 400,000 Farms Get 
Electricity For Record in One Year; 
Still 2lA Million Without Service 
More than two-and-a-quarter million American farms did 

not have electric service on June 30, 1947, according to the 
annual Rural Electrification Administration estimates announced 
recently by the U. S. Department of Agriculture. 

The estimates show that about 400,000 farms obtained 
central station service during the present year prior to June 30. 
The connections made during the year are the largest on 
record, and bring the electrified farms to 3,574,641 or 61 per 
cent as compared to 3,1 £2,133 or 54.3 per cent estimated 

June 30, 1946. 

A Christmas 
Wish 

That the world will cele¬ 
brate this month the greatest 
Birthday in history for the 
1,947th time, gives man the 
strongest hope that the forces 
of good may yet bring the 
troubled world the lasting 
peace for which so many have 
earnestly prayed for so long. 

That this Christmas may 
strengthen man’s determina¬ 
tion to resolve the troubles 
of his world in the true Chris¬ 
tian spirit, is our fervent 
wish. 

And, to each and every one 
of our readers, we extend our 
sincerest wishes that Christ¬ 
mas may bring you gladness 
and that the New Year holds 
for you a full measure of 
health and happiness. 

The Editors 

Minks Haue The Life .... 
By K. V. Ampere. 

You can't figure out the human race no matter how hard you try. 
Here’s why. Some people will pay $5,000 for something to wear and, 
at the same time, complain about the high price of hog meat. 

The hog and beef market might 
be on the inflated side these days, 
but that’s nothing compared with 
the mink market which has always 
been as inflated as a dirigible. And, 
you can’t even eat mink! 

But, it doesn’t matter much what 
we men think, does it? Some of you 
women would give the mortgage on 
the homestead to sport a mink coat. 
Well, if you can’t afford one this 
year, you can at least have the 
pleasure of seeing what it looks 
like in the raw state, that is, if 

you’re in the vicinity of Carlinville, 
sometime. 

Down on a farm in Carlinville, 
400 minks are presently enjoying a 
pampered existence including 
all kinds of fancy foods and even 
REA co-operative electricity which 
is furnished by M.J.M. Electric Co¬ 
operative. 

Visitors Welcome 
The ranch belongs to Joseph and 

David Cerar, two members of M.J. 
(Turn to Page Eight) 

Cooperatives Invite Congressman to Confab 
Air Problems Facing 
Rural ^Electrification 
To Rep. in Congress 

During the Congressional recess, 
representatives of three southern 
Illinois electric cooperatives, took 
advantage of the opportunity to 
personally acquaint their represen¬ 
tatives with their problems at an j 
informal round-table session held 
in Carbondale, October 27. 

A group of 30, made up mainly 
of directors and managers of South¬ 
ern Illinois Electric, Egyptian 
Electric Co-op Association, and 
Southeastern Illinois Electric, play¬ 
ed host to C. W. Bishop, represen¬ 
tative in Congress from the 25th 
district, and to State Senator Ar¬ 
thur Van Hooser. 

The managers, George Endicott 
of Southern Illinois Electric, A. F, 
Lentz of Southeastern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric and Raymond S. Holt of Egyp¬ 
tian Electric, described the difficul¬ 
ties handicapping their co-opera¬ 
tives’ expansion programs and 
pointed out that they have thous¬ 
ands of applications for service 
which are not covered by REA loan 
authorizations. They said that their 

(Turn to Page Three) 

An estimate of uneiectr ified 
farms is required each year under 
the REA Act of 1936, as a basis 
for state allotments of half of the 
loan funds newly made available 
by Congress. 

Of the $225,000,000 in loan funds 
authorized for 1948, $112,500,000 is 
thus being alloted. In addition, the 
administrator may approve loans 
from the unallotted half of the 
loan fund up to 10 percent in any 
one state. 

III. Ranks 27th 
Among the states, Illinois ranks 

27th as to percentage of farms un¬ 
electrified having 51,224 farms still 
without central station service as 
of July 1, 1947. The figure repre¬ 
sents 25.1 per cent of the state’s 
total farms. During the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1948, this state has 
$2,522490 allotted to it. 

According to the report, nine 
states have more than 100,000 un¬ 
served farms. They include, Ala¬ 
bama, Arkansas, Georgia, Ken¬ 
tucky, Mississippi, Missouri, North 
Carolina, Tennessee and Texas. A 
total of 19 other states have each 
more than 50,000 unelectrified 
farms. 

Compared with two of its ad¬ 
jacent neighboring states, Illinois 
has nearly twice the number of un- 
electrifi’ed farms as does Indianna 
and about 25 per cent more than 
Wisconsin. 

In his comments on the annual 
estimates, REA Administrator 
Claude R. Wickard said: 

“In spite of the great progress 
in rural electrification since 1935, 

Turn to Page Three 

GREETING CONGRESSMAN BISHOP (left) is W. L. Bradley, 
statewide director from district nine, on the occasion of an informal 
discussion session of rural electrification problems sponsored by three 
southern cooperatives, October 27 in Cardondale. 

3-Day Course For 
Managers, Power 
Advisers Planned 

A three-day, intensified, instruc¬ 
tional course in power-use problems 
of rural electric cooperatives will be 
held for Illinois managers and pow¬ 
er-use advisers on January 7, 8, 
and 9, at the College of Agricul¬ 
ture, University of Illinois, Urbana. 

Collaborating in the planning of 
the course are the Power-Use Com¬ 
mittee of the statewide, University 
of Illinois representatives, and REA 
officials. 

Though plans are not yet com¬ 
plete, speakers and their topics so 
far announced include, Prof. E. W. 
Lehmann, chairman of the Agri¬ 
culture Engineering Dept, of the 
College of Agriculture, “A Success¬ 
ful Water and Plumbing System”; 
George Dillon, REA regional head, 
applications and loans division, 
“The Trend of Rural Electrification 
Development”; N. D. Wrinkle, REA 
representative, “General Problems 
of Member Education”; Fred E. 
Darr, Menard Electric co-op power- 
use adviser, “Dealer Relationships”; 

! and University faculty members C. 
: R. Wallace and Frank Andrews 
whose topics will be respectively, 
“Making an Effective Public 
Speech,” and “Engineered Applica-: 
tions of Farm Equipment.” 

Elva Sargent and Agnes Wilson, 
home economists for Adams Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative and REA, respec¬ 
tively, will discuss the use of elec* 

(Turn to Page Twelve) 
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Christmas With Electricity 
There is a real thrill awaiting some 3,000 Illinois farm 

families this Christmas. It will be their first Christmas with 
electricity. 

Christmas trees will sparkle in many of these 3,000 homes 
in colorful array of safe electric lights while electrical displays 
will shine in bright and gay profusion from windows, porches 
and front yards. 

It is our guess that the parents among these 3,000 
families will get as big “a kick” out of Christmas this 
year, as will their children. 
Speaking of the children, can't you imagine what a first 

Christmas with electricity will mean to them? We, too, can 
imagine, but are unable to find the words to describe the kids 
reactions, for what words could depict 10-year-old Johnny s 
bursting joy when he sees his new, toy electric trains whizzing, 
smartly around .the track under the resplendent Xmas tree? 
And words also could not in any measure describe sister Betty’s 
ecstasy when she spies that doll house in which each tiny 
room glows under the light of a tiny electric bulb. 

And the presents the mothers and dads of these 3,000 fami¬ 
lies will exchange on their first yuletide with electricity—what 
will they be? An electric iron or sewing machine for mother? 
And, for dad, the latest model radio or electric machine tool 
for his workshop? How useless such presents would have been 
to them a year ago. . ^ 

Most of these families, we are sure, will not fail to compare 
this Christmas with Christmas, 1946 when the evergreen or 
spruce stood dark and gloomy and smokey, kerosene lamps 
gave off their dim and unsteady glow in silent testimony of 
an archaic age which long since should have been banished 
from this land. 

Besides the thrill of a light and bright” holiday season, 
these 3,000 farm families are certain to remind themselves of 
the other more practical benefits which the gift of electricity 
insures them during the remainder of their lives, for electricity 
is almost like having a magical, Alladin’s lamp. The mere 
flick of a switch and invisible giants perform tasks that once 
tested human endurance to the breaking point. 

Though there will be heartfelt appreciation in these 
3,000 newly electrified Illinois homes this Christmas, will 
the other thousands upon thousands of farm families 
throughout the state and nation who have been delivered 
from “the dark age” by REA cooperative electricity, take 
cognizance of their good fortune? 

If but a single farm family anywhere who has been freed 
from the bondage of the “kerosene” era during the past 12 
years by REA co-ops, has grown so accustomed to electricity 
as to take it for granted, let this family recollect appropriately 
during the coming season of “good will toward men” that only 
by accident of location, it, instead of a neighbor, is able to en¬ 
joy a “light Christmas”. And its neighbors, who still wait for 
electric service, represent 2J4 million rural families. It would 
be hardly less than sheer ingratitude were this family or any 
of the other millions of rural folks now served by REA electric 
systems, not to pledge themselves at this time of the year to 
helping these “neighbors” secure service before too many more 
Christmases have come and gone. 

Yes, in 2J4 million “lightless” homes, Christmas will be 
again celebrated by the light of the kerosene lamp, while these 
2J/4 million families wonder at what future Christmas they too 
may string electric lights on Christmas trees and buy their chil¬ 
dren electric trains and electrically lighted doll houses. If 
these people are to ever know a “light Christmas” and the 
other year-round blessings of electrical power, it will require 
the vigorous, outspoken help of those neighbors already 
“hooked on”. Such assistance is needed to complete the job 
of rural electrification for there are those who would deny the 
remaining 40 per cent of rural America, the benefits of the God- 
given gift of electricity to which they are fully entitled. 

" Look, Mom, No Hands!” 

utility districts financed by REA exist solely for providing 
service*to farms and other rural establishments. A co-op is 
born when a group of farmers, who usually have been trying 
to get power from the local power company for years, decide 
to serve themselves. If that is un-American, perhaps our 
pioneer forefathers were Bolsheviks! 

It requires money—lots of money—to acquire equipment, 
poles and wire for rural electric co-op. The Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration was created in 1935 to make loans to 
farmer-owned co-ops (and private power companies if only 
they would electrify their rural areas). REA loans require 
complete repayment to the government at two per cent interest 
over a 35-year period. There is no “gift involved. Surely it 
is not “communism” to borrow money, or Wall Street would 
be flying the Red flag each May Day. 

After receiving a loan from REA, the co-op proceeds to 
build, operate without profit and maintain its system—serving 
without discrimination, and paying off its loan with interest on 
schedule. REA has no more control over the activity of the' 
co-op than a bank has over private business to which it lends j 
money. The co-op is locally owned and managed by members j 
themselves. It introduces “free competitive enterprise’ into 
the rural power business. 

These facts about rural electric co-ops are what every j 
farmer and every congressman should know. If the true picture , 
were presented to senators and representatives who control 
the authorizations of loans for rural electrification—and you can ^ 
help to do this—many fair-minded legislators would rally to 
support the program rather than oppose an expansion of rural 

Bulwark Against Monopoly 
Rural electric co-ops are as American as apple pie! True, 

the idea behind our co-ops first came from England, but so 
did our language, the basis for the law which govern us and 
many of the ideals which we hold to be truly American. 

Spokesmen for the private power trust delight in branding 
the rural electrification program which had done more in 12 
years than private companies did in 50 years as “communism” 
or “socialism” or “government control” and in other ways imply 
that co-op electricity is un-American and therefore a threat to 
our system of “free enterprise.” When they speak of the 
American system, the power trust neglects the obvious fact 
that it was “free competitive enterprise” which helped America 
grow great. 

Competition is the last thing the private power companies 
want in the power distribution field, and it is the reason they 
attack the rural electric co-ops which would threaten their 
monopoly on the neglected rural fringes of their systems. Seen 
in this light, the power trust looks a lot less American than 
the co-ops. 

The farmer’s need for electricity, which the private com¬ 
panies would not or could not supply, gave birth to rural electric 
co-ops and REA’s rural electrification program as we know it 
today. Electric co-ops, public power districts and public 

electric service. 
It is largely up to the farmers themselves to let their 

congressmen know what the rural electric co-op program really 
represents. It is also up to the farmers to let their congressmen 
know how they feel regarding the program’s future. It is their 
voice from the grass roots that will be loudest, for they are 
the people—not the private power lobby. 

IDashington Report 
By William S. Roberts 

Fireworks crackled over Capitol 
Hill even before the Congress met on 

November 17th. They were touched 
off by hearings on co-op income tax¬ 
ation before the House Ways and 
Means committee which opened No¬ 
vember 4th. 

Rural electric co-ops were dragged 
in, although not in a way that would 
make the serious implications obvious 
to most observers. Under Secretary 
A. L. M. Wiggins presented a long 
report to the committee which was 

, supposed to be an “impartial study, 

making no recommendations.” But 

Wiggins suggested two alternatives to 
taxing patronage dividends or re¬ 
serves, which is the main NTEA pro¬ 
posal. 

First, he offered an alternative of 
taxing the dollar-amount of business 
a co-op transacts. Second, he men¬ 
tioned a tax on invested capital. Tied 
in with the main theme at the hear¬ 
ings—this taxing of non-cash patron¬ 
age credits proposal, makes it appear 

that rural electrics are in more dan¬ 

ger of being obliterated than most 

other cooperatives. 

For in figures submitted with the 
Treasury Departments report, rural 
electric cooperatives are shown to be 
doing a greater volume of gross dollar 
business than most other groups, and 
have almost as much “invested capi¬ 
tal” as ALL other co-ops combined. 
In addition, the non-profit operation 
of rural electrics repaying REA-loans 
with interest would make them the 
most abused victim of the tax on non¬ 
cash patronage credits. 

There does not seem to be any de¬ 
liberate effort to single out REA- 
financed co-ops for attack in the 
hearings. To the contrary, some an¬ 
ti-cooperative witnesses have “ex¬ 
cepted” rural electrics. It isn’t smart 
politics to recommend shutting 2,000,- 
000 farm families’ lights, of course. 

But rural electric cooperatives are 
victims of circumstances. Electric 
systems cost more to build, more to 
operate and serve more farm families 
than any other forms of co-ops. 
Therefore, it is obvious that a tax 
devised to “soak” co-ops on the basis 
of the dollars-of-business transacted 
or on invested capital would be a 
cannon right down the throats of 
rural electrics. 

Because rural electrics must repay 
a billion dollars and more in REA- 
loans during the next 35 years, the 
proposal to tax only non-cash patron¬ 
age credits could mean financial ruin 
to a great proportion of our rural 
electric systems. Unfortunately, wit¬ 
nesses at the hearings refuse to see 
that such "non-cash credits” are 
merely replacement of government 
loans with individual capital — and 
some Congressmen are unfamiliar with 
the REA program's details. In fact, 
one Congressman shrugged off rural 
electric co-ops at the hearings with 
the remark that, “They re already 
government, and taken care of.” 

Even some members of Congress 
don t realize the REA program is self- 
liquidating, locally controlled free- 
enterprise business! 

Most discouraging item to come out 
of the co-op tax hearings is the ap¬ 
parent failure of co-op members to 
become interested in the issues in¬ 
volved. Hundreds of letters- are re¬ 
ported to be coming in to Congress¬ 
men from "small businessmen —and, 
says one secretary, “none are being 
received from co-op supporters.” 

Many a political decision has been 
heavily influenced by the number of 
mail sacks delivered on Capitol Hill. 
Co-op members have have to begin 
speaking up soon if they want the 
lights to burn and the motors to turn 
in rural America! 

Surprises Often 
Backfire As REA 
Head Can Testify 

During his western tour, REA 
Administrator Claude R. Wickard 
paid some surprise visits to co-ops. 
One of these visits, however, held 
a surprise for Wickard. 

Upon a visit to a co-op late in 
the day, he told the young lady of¬ 
fice receptionist he would like to 
see the manager. When she inform- 

| ed him that the manager was not 
in, the REA administrator request¬ 
ed the assistant manager who, he 
soon learned, was also out of the 
office. 

Wickard decided to leave a mes¬ 
sage for the manager. That was all 
right with the receptionist, who 
took it down, then asked, “And 
what is your name?” 

“Claude R. Wickard,” was the 
reply. 

The girl wrote it down and in¬ 
quired further, “Are you connected 
with a co-op?” 

“I’m Administrator of REA.” 
She made a notation of that and 

said, “If you’ll come back tomor¬ 
row, I’M sure someone will see you. 
Good-night.” 

I Thus dismissed, Wickard bade 
1 her good night and left the office. 
It can be reported that he had no 
trouble seeing the manager the 
next day. 
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THE WOMEN GET a word in too when Congressman C. W. Bishop 
came to listen to rural electrification problems at a meeting sponsored 
by three southern co-ops, October 27. Mrs. A. F. Lentz, (left) is the 
wife of Manager A. F. Lentz of Southeastern Illinois Electric and Mrs. 
Margarett P. Hart is secretary-treasurer of the same cooperative. 

Between the Poles 
By Bill Murray 

NRECA RETIREMENT— 
(From Page One) 

tee for invested retirement funds. 
Under the program, in which 

only member systems of NRECA 
may participate, and which be¬ 
comes effective January 1, 1948, 
employees will pay most of the cost 
for death benefit coverage, with 
the employer paying the balance 
on life insurance, for retirement, 
disability and other coverage. Mem- 
bers-systems can determine costs 
to themselves at seven and one- 
half percent of the base pay of 
employees who entered service pri¬ 
or to July 1, 1945. 

Moore, said the NRECA will be 
glad to assist co-ops in estimating 
retirement benefits. In order to 
avail themselves of this service, 
co-ops desiring it, were directed to 
forward lists of employees along 
with dates of births and employ¬ 
ment dates to the national associa¬ 
tion office. 

The cost of the progiam to co¬ 
operatives will range from three 
and a half to five and a half per¬ 
cent of the co-op’s total payroll de¬ 
pending on the salaries and length 
of service of employees covered. 

Employees having five years of 
service will pay three percent of 
their salary above $50 a month, 
and, in return, will receive perma¬ 
nent life insurance which can be 
cashed or retained after retirement 
or termination of employment ac¬ 
cording to their own choice. 

Temporary life insurance cover¬ 
age is provided for employees with 
less than five years employment at 
a cost of 50 cents a month for each 
$1,000 of coverage. The death ben¬ 
efits are figured on a basis of the 
salary of the employee multiplied 
by the years remaining before 
reaching the retirement age of 65 
divided by 15. Moore gave, as an 
example, a person earning $3,000 
annually who has 30 years of serv¬ 
ice before reaching 65. This indi¬ 
vidual would have $6,000 insurance 
arrived at by multiplying $3,000 
by 30 and dividing by 15. The sec¬ 
retary-treasurer pointed out that 
in no case is the benefit less than 
one year’s salary. 

Moore estimated that within a 
year, payments by employees and 
employers will total $750,000 annu¬ 
ally. “NRECA, at the request of 
its members, is launching a service 
which can be of estimable value 
to rural electric systems. In turn, 
the member-systems participating 
in this program will be offering 
their employees an unexcelled pro¬ 
gram of protection against death, 
disability and old age which em¬ 
ployees cannot fail to recognize and 
appreciate. 

“Every aspect of this program is 
of service”, he continued, “and it 
will foster stronger cooperatives, 
better employees, and a greater na¬ 
tional association. Moreover, com¬ 
mercial utilities, who naturally bid 
in the same labor market as do 
rural electrics for employees, lead 
all other industry groups in provid¬ 
ing employee programs.” 

Administrative costs of record¬ 
keeping and collections will be 
borne by NRECA, which will per¬ 
form these functions, for as long 
as the association’s finances per¬ 
mit. Under the agreement with 
the Bankers Trust Company, how¬ 
ever, their charges for investment 
and trusteeship will decrease as 
the, size of the program increases 
therefore offsetting any expenses 

'not paid for by NRECA. Adminis¬ 
trative charges by Bankers Trust 
even when the capital involved 
amounts to less than $1,000,000, will 
amount to a fraction of one per¬ 
cent. | 

“Selling the employee on NRE- 
CA’s program will be no problem,” 
Moore predicted. “Under the plan 
the rural electric system will be 
contributing two dollars for every 
dollar that the employee pays, so 
that, it will be a small raise in sal¬ 
ary for each employee after he has 
been in the service of the rural 
electric system for three years.” 

Other stipulations of the plan 
provide that no employee will lose 
any money he has paid for perma¬ 
nent life insurance in the event he 
transfers to a non-participating 
system or his employment is ter¬ 
minated. 

All employees under 65 as of Jan¬ 
uary 1, 1948 and with three years 
of service to their credit, will be 
eligible for the retirement features 
of the plan. The amount of retire¬ 
ment benefits will be based on the 
length of employ and salary. After 
January 1, employees hired must 
be under 52 years of age to qualify 
for the retirement program. 

In regards to crediting cash sur¬ 
pluses to employees, the association 
officer explained that all money in 

(O-OPS INVITE— 
(From Page One) 

present funds, which will soon be 
exhausted, will only provide for a 
small fraction of the requests for 
service. They urged that additional 
loan authorizations be made avail¬ 
able to REA at the forthcoming 
session of Congress through a de¬ 
ficiency appropriation and that 
Congress authorize sufficient loans 
to REA so that cooperatives may 
make plans on a long term basis. 

Stress Long-Term Planning 

The managers stressed the im¬ 
portance of long-term planning in 
completing rural electrification 
which has still to serve 40 per cent 
of the nation’s farms. They said 
that it is necessary from a stand¬ 
point of efficiency and that plan¬ 
ning on a year-to-year basis puts 
them at a serious disadvantage in 
regards to obtaining material, 
which, they added, sometimes re¬ 
quires two years for delivery. 

The growing power shortage, due 
in large part to the unprecedented 
consumption of electricity, was 
named as another serious threat to 
the expansion and eventual com¬ 
pletion of rural electrification. 

When Congressman Bishop asked 
the co-op leaders whether the pri¬ 
vate power companies which sell 
them wholesale energy were taking 
care of the co-op needs, the man¬ 
agers agreed the power companies 
were keeping up with the demand 
at present, but expressed the fear 
that the nationwide power shortage 
would eventually hit the southern 
Illinois area and, to prepare against 
such an emergency, they advocat¬ 
ed the development by co-ops of 
generation and transmission facili¬ 
ties. 

The Congressman admitted “that 
he was in favor of the private pow¬ 
ers eompanies continuing to supply 
co-ops with electricity.” He added, 
however, “that the first time the 
private power companies refuse to 
serve you, let me know, but I feel 
sure they will be able to continue 
to provide for your energy require¬ 
ments.” 

W. L. Bradley, statewide direct¬ 
or representing district nine, pre¬ 
sided. Others present were, Lewis 
C. Johnson, Otto Finger, Clyde Ho- 

I gendolber, K. R. Douglas, William 
Planert, T. J. Eddleman, C. B. So¬ 
per, Martin Wittke, Clay Reppert, 
Charles Feirich, M. C. Currier, R. V. 
Blacklock, Harry Sickmeyer, Har¬ 
ry Doiron, George Pape, Mrs. A. F. 
Lentz, Frank Casulole, Mrs. Mar¬ 
garett P. Hart, Richard Robinson, 
Dalton Metcalf, Lee Wittbracht, Ed. 
Stellhour, Wilbur H. Alms, Louis 
Dietz, A. D. Mueller, B, D. Gates. 

excess of acutl costs of the pro¬ 
gram will be used to increase re¬ 
tirement benefits in proportion to 
base salaries. Loans can be made 
from such surpluses when hard¬ 
ship circumstances are shown. In 
some special cases, such as perma¬ 
nent illness, employees may be eli¬ 
gible for retirement before the age 
of 65. 

A minimum of $50 a month is 
paid for permanent disability. Sur¬ 
plus credits for employees who have 
been covered by the retirement pro¬ 
gram will be paid in cash or in¬ 
stallments or in the form of an an¬ 
nuity insurance policy at the option 
of the employee. 

“And last but not least, or may¬ 
be least, is the informal commen¬ 
tary column. We dubbed ours 
‘Along the Line’, but you can think 
up another name for yours.” , 

“Yeh, like what? But let’s skip 
the name for a moment. I under¬ 
stand the rest of the stuff, oil the 
typewriter once a month, take pho¬ 
tographs with the left hand while 
writing down notes for stories with 
the right, keep the pencils semi¬ 
sharp, and pray that the newsprint 
situation doesn’t get worse. Right?” 

“Check!” 
“But, what goes with the informal 

commentary column? That’s what 
you called it, didn’t you?” 

“Nothing to worry about, because 
I’m leaving you the magic type¬ 
writer.” 

“Magic typewriter? What’s that? 
Never heard of such a thing.” 

“Oh, yes. It’s quite a gadget. You 
merely insert a piece of paper, place 
your fingers over the keys in the 
regular fashion to which ordinary, 
typewriters are accustomed. Then 
you say to the typewriter, ‘get go¬ 
ing’, and all of a sudden the keys 
begin to bang furiously and presto, 
you have your column of informal 
commentary.” 

“Oh? Then I won’t have to wor¬ 
ry about the column.” 

“Not one gray hair’s worth.” 
“Fine! And thanks a lot. Don’t 

forget to write from Oklahoma. I 
won’t forget to write, either. So 
long and good luck.” 

“Same to you. And let me know 
if the magic typewriter starts act¬ 
ing up.” 

From the window we waved a 
last farewell to our good friend, 
Dave, as the old, familiar Chrysler 
sped him over the crescent of the 
hill and out of sight. 

Most of you easily guessed the 
parties to the above dialogue, one 
being, of course, your former editor, 
Dave Mueller, and the other, the 
new editor, or me. That’s why we 
did not feel it necessary to identify 
the speaking parts. 

Well, it was some weeks before 
we got around to testing the magic 
typewriter. We were too busy with 
other matters pertinent to putting 
out our first issue of the Illinois 
REA News. Just a few nights ago, 
however, we got around to the in¬ 
formal commentary column. We 
took the little key to a secret closet 
where we had put the machine, and 
after getting it out, we prepared 
for the great experiment. 

Our trembling fingers poised 
momentarily over the keys. We 
were filled with apprehension and 
felt as anxious and nervous as a 
youth about to attend his first high 
school dance. 

Would it really happen? Would 
the words just flow automatically, 
like Dave said? Or was it all a 
joke. There was never such a thing 
as a magic typewriter, not that we 
had ever known, at least. 

Torn between anxious curiosity 
and growing skepticism, we finally 

brought our fingers into place over 

the keys. We waited, more doubt¬ 

ful now than ever and a trifle ruf¬ 

fled in spirits as it appeared that 

we were the naive victim of a prac¬ 

tical joke. Not a key on the type¬ 

writer stirred. But hadn’t we for¬ 
gotten part of the instruction? 
Yes, the part about telling the type¬ 
writer to “get going.” So in a sheep¬ 
ish tone of voice we repeated the 
command aloud. And then  
Ureeka! We nearly swallowed our 
Adam’s apple in amazement! 

When our wife rushed into the 
office an instant later with fire ex¬ 
tinguisher and smelling salts in 
hand, we were still bellowing our 
amazement at the top of our lungs. 

A wife can be most incredulous 
at times, but we could not blame 
our wife on this occasion. Lucky 
she had brought auong the smelling 
salts for after showing her how 
the magic typewriter worked, it 
was she that needed a few wiffs to 
bring her around. 

Without' even waiting for the 
magic typewriter to finish the com¬ 
mentary column, we immediately 
telegraphed Dave to the effect, “Eu- 
reeka! Magic typewriter answer to 
every newspaperman’s prayers. 
When can we start production?” 

Naturally, it was with the great¬ 
est impatience that we awaited a 
reply from Dave. We could hardly 
contain ourselves. But finally, the 
phong rang. It was Dave. “Got your 
telegram. I should have told you 
that the magic typewriter does only 
one thing, and that is to write the 
informal commentary for the Ill¬ 
inois REA News. That’s why I said 
you wouldn’t have to- worry about 
the column. Sorry, to get you so 
excited.” 

Our wife repaid our previous 
kindness, and upon being revived 
with the smelling salts, we replaced 
the still dangling phone receiver on 
the hook. We staggered in a daze 
back to our seat in front of the 
magic typewriter. We sat before 
it in silent saddness for a few min¬ 
utes until we reconcile ourselves 
to our disappointment. We insert¬ 
ed another sheet of paper. Then in 
a hoarse and mournful whisper, we 
again commanded, “get going” at 
least yoff can finish up the column 
you started.” With that, the keys 
again resumed their furious, auto¬ 
matic rattling and the typewriter 
carriage sped back and forth like 
a machine-gun. A few minutes lat¬ 
er, the typewriter, neatly double 
spaced and wrote, “The End” at 
the bottom of the page and then 
stopped. It had finished the column. 

Perhaps, many of our readers 
will not believe this tale of the mag¬ 
ic typewriter which automatically 
dashes off the informal commen¬ 
tary column, but we assure them 
that there is definite proof to sub¬ 
stantiate the above described inci¬ 
dent. Where is the proof? you ask. 
Why, you have just read it. 

Forecast Continued High 
Prices For Food in 1948 

American families will continue 
to pay high prices for food next 
year, agricultural economists of the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture 
believe. Retail prices of meat, poul¬ 
try, eggs and cereal products in 
1948 are expected to be even higher 
than in 1947. Prices, of most other 
foods probably will average about 
the same. 

High prices will continue, the eco¬ 
nomists believe, chiefly because the 
strong demand for food, both do¬ 
mestic and foreign, is continuing. 
American people are eating more 
and better foods than they did be¬ 
fore the war. They have jobs and 
money—and they want and will pay 
for good food. Also, they are will¬ 
ing to spend more of their money 
for food because supplies of other 
goods—automobiles, for example—• 
that would ordinarily take more 
from their purses, still are limited. 

Along with the strong demand for 
food in this country is the expor.t 
demand, especially for cereals, 
which is expected to be even greater 
during the coming winter and 
spring. 

Tri-County Electric Co-op 
To Hold Christmas Party ■ 

The 45 employees and their wives 
and directors and their wives of 
Tri - County Electric Cooperative, 
will hold their third annual Christ¬ 
mas party, December 20, in the Em- 
raerson Hotel at Mt. Vernon. 

The party will start off with a 
banquet and will be followed by 
games, exchange of gifts and danc¬ 
ing. Another feature of the pro¬ 
gram is the award of bonus checks 
to employees by Raymond Pitch- 
ford, president of the Board of Di-< 
rectors, who will also tender a few 
remarks as will Herbert G. Downey, 
manager. 

In charge of arrangements are 
Mrs. A. E. Drennan, I’Marie Wei- 
gard and Wilma Jenkins. Music 
will be furnished by Joe Sikordi 
and his accordian. 

RURAL ELECTRIFICATION- 
(From Page One) 

when only 10.9 per cent of our farms 
had service, the task remaining for 
the future is more difficult than 
what has been so far accomplished. 

Job Ahead 
The areas easy to electrify for the 

most part have been electrified. 
Only a policy of full area coverage, 
such as has been adopted by the 
more than 1,000 REA-financed co¬ 
operatives and power districts, 
gives assurance that the two-and-a- 
quarter millions unserved farms 
will ultimately get power.” 

Present line construction activity 
is at the highest peak on record, the 
U.S.D.A. made known. REA bor¬ 
rowers alone constructed approxi¬ 
mately 72,000 miles of distribution 
lines and connected nearly 300,000 
rural consumers to their systems 
during the fiscal year that ended 
last June, over 75 per cent of which 
were previously unserved. 

New applications for loans to 
finance additional lines are coming 
in at the rate of a million dollars 
a day, the report revealed. The 
REA started the year with a loan 
application back-log of nearly $300 
million, $75 million more than the 
total amount authorized by Con¬ 
gress for the whole year to July,: 
1948. 

Enormous Demand 
Wickard pointed out that the 

enormous demand for the new line 
construction is coming at the same 
time as there is an urgent need for 
system improvements and for, ad¬ 
ditional generating facilities. 

“Farmers are finding out how 
to make their living more pleasant 
and farming operations more profit¬ 
able with the help of electric power, 
resulting in unprecedented loads on 
distribution and generation capa¬ 
city,” Wickard said. 

“Present service, although per¬ 
haps the best possible under the 
circumstances, is not always satis¬ 
factory, and it is unlikely that im¬ 
provements can be looked for soon,’* 
the administrator pointed out. 

“Reports of power-supply difficul¬ 
ty are so numerous and wide-spread 
that they indicate a national power 
shortage, at least so far as rural 
lines are concerned,” Wickard con¬ 
cluded. 

A. S. A. E. Meeting 
One of four divisions on the pro¬ 

gram of the winter meeting of the 
American Society of Agricultural 
Engineers to be held at the Stevens 
Hotel in Chicago, December 15 to 
17, is rural electrification. Others- 
are, Power and Machinery. Farn* 
Structures, and Soil and Water. 



PAGE FOUR ILLINOIS REA NEWS DECEMBER—1W 

Southwestern Electric Reports Successful Year 
Greenville Annual Meeting 
Hears Officers and Manager 
Describe Varied Activities 

Wisconsin Educator Exhorts Co-op To Tell 
‘Story of Rural Electrification’ To Public 
“The record of REA accomplishment is unparalleled in 

the history of our country’s government,” John E. TePoorten 
declared before nearly 900 members of the Southwestern Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative at their annual meeting, October 25, held in 
the gymnasium of the Greenville High School. 

TePoorten, who is coordinator of Wisconsin Schools of 
Vocational and Adult Education, exhorted those present to 
“go out and tell your community, your neighbors and the 
nation, what rural electrification has done for you. If you and 
members of the other electric cooperatives in the nation did 
this, REA would no longer have to worry about securing suf¬ 
ficient loan authorizations.” 

In view of the unprecedented 
publicity and advertising campaign 
being carried on by private power 
interests through the press and ra¬ 
dio, the biggest mistake co-ops 
could make is not to maintain a 
vigorous publicity and educational 
program, the speaker emphasized. 

The public is led to believe, be¬ 
cause they have not been told oth¬ 
erwise, that REA co-ops are just 

'“handouts from the government.. 
The public does not know that the 
government merely serves as bank¬ 
er for co-ops loaning money which 
will be repaid with interest.” 

Outstanding Record 

If every other government agen¬ 
cy could show the record that 
REA has made, it would mark the 
greatest progress in the history of 
government. There is no greater 
demonstration of what people can 
do together that they cannot do 
alone than REA, the outstanding 
experiment in democracy during 
the past 100 years.” 

TePoorten warned that the ene¬ 
mies of rural electrification who 
denied rural people “the right to 
use God-given electricity” still rep¬ 
resent a serious danger and threat 
to REA co-ops. He cautioned co¬ 
ops not to forget the past perform¬ 
ances of private power interests in 
future dealings with them as the 
controlling factions in many of the 
power companies are people who 

‘ are concerned only -with financial 
gain. 

Another important consideration 
to which co-ops should give atten¬ 
tion,' is the matter of job training, 
TePoorten said. “We must train 
employees in order to improve effi¬ 
ciency and cut down the tremen¬ 
dous waste that industry generally,1 ^ If 
is experiencing today. Waste and 
inefficiency is doubling the cost of lllP■ ^ 
many products and it is the con- ! * ^ ^ «BPJ| 

sumer who must pay the extra : vkt') if "Hi- 
charge.” j 

The Wisconsin educator strongly, W ''.. V 
contradicted those who hold that ^ 
the frontiers of the country have .. 
been exhausted. “These people j|p?' 
said there v/ere no frontiers after; f|G'5 - 
the first World War, but all we i f§y§^ll 1 
have to do to prove how wrong |& ' ||f * 
they were is compare the standard I 
of living then and at the present | SECRETARY-TREASURER Ed- 
time. The frontier in this country j ward P. Ohren reports on co-ops’s 
is inexhaustible for that frontier is J financial condition. 
‘UP’ and it consists of intelligence 

LNDER THE ABLE guidance of Southwestern Electric’s board of directors, the co-op has prospered. 
They are, left to right, George L. Bauer, Mrs. Rollie Eakin, Mrs. Henry C. Talleur, Secretary-Treasurer 
Edward P. Ohren, President Lem J. Miller, Vice President G. G. Pape, Ottis A. Harpster, Otto Henke, and 
Arthur Burkhardt. 

MANAGER V. C. KALLAL gets across a “few pointers” to illustrate 
his report on the operation and management of Southwestern Electric. 

CO-OP PRESIDENT Lem 
Miller presided at the meeting. 

J. 

ac e o coopera ion. j plexing but, he said, they are not 

Many Problems j more so than those of a century 

TePoorten stressed that the prob- ago. “To solve them requires seri- 
lems of today are many and com- ous thinking, acceptance of respon- 

OFFICE PERSONNEL of Southwestern Electric demonstrate smiles 
which greeted members at the registration desk. Seated; 1. to r., are, 
Mrs. Carmen Ruppe, Mrs. Lela Hohl, Mrs. Beulah Miller, Mrs. Marjorie 
Weiss. Standing, 1. to r., are, Mrs. Henrietta McCord and Evelyn Mc¬ 
Cracken. 

SONGS AND MUSIC by the talented Knoches made a big hit at the 
Southwestern Elecrric meeting. Left to right, are, Evelyn, age 12, El¬ 
don, age eight, Milton Knoche, the children’s father, and Eunice, age 15. 

sibilities by the individual, and 

courageous pereseverance.” 

In concluding, TePoorten point¬ 

ed out that the continuation of the 

REA program depends upon indi¬ 
vidual co-op members “keeping up 
the fight until every last man over 
every last hill has electricity be¬ 
cause he is entitled to it. Electri¬ 
city is a God-given thing and with 
it we will make America greater.” 

President Lem J. Miller, who pre¬ 
sided, described some of the rear 
sons for increased expenses. Re¬ 
building of the system will be nec¬ 
essary because consumption of 
members has greatly outstripped 
the 70' to 80 kilowatt monthly 
average per member originally 
used as a basis for constructing 
the first lines. The co-op has been 
planning the improvements for the 
past three years and is now ready 
to do as much reconstruction as 
funds and materials will permit. 

Calls for Patience 

Miller called upon the members 
to be patient during the rebuilding 
phase as there will be some inter¬ 
ruptions involved, but the recon¬ 

struction will insure the kind of 

service “you have a right to ex¬ 
pect.” 

Bringing electricity to the less 

dense co-op areas in keeping with 

the pledge to serve every farm in 
the section, plus less services from 
the Rural Electrification Adminis¬ 
tration, will result in a rise in 
member investment, Miller point¬ 
ed out. “Despite the rising costs 
of carrying on co-operative affairs 
however,” the president said, “the 
board of directors sees no need for 
increasing rates in the near fu¬ 
ture.” 

Because the board of directors 
feels that “it is imperative that the 
members be kept informed on the 
problems of electric cooperatives 
and that they be given assistance 
in the most efficient and safest 
use of electric service, you have 
been receiving the monthly issues 
of the Illinois Rea News and the 
magazine Electricity on the Farm.” 
To complete the job of member¬ 
ship education, the president called 
upon “the truly cooperative mem¬ 
ber to sell the lukewarm members 

on the cooperative way of doing 
business.” 

Financial Report 

In the financial report submitted 
by Secretary-Treasurer Edward P. 
Ohren, repayment of long term 
debt to REA totaled $73,500 while 
advance payments on debt princi¬ 
pal totaled $75,000. The coopera¬ 
tive has purchased to date $27,500 
in United States savings bonds. 

Manager V. C. Kallal reported on 
the co-op’s accomplishments dur¬ 
ing the past year. A total of 96 
miles of line was constructed hook¬ 
ing on 323 new members. Another 
200 members can be added as soon 
as a shipment of conductor is re¬ 
ceived. 

Speaking on system rehabilita¬ 
tion, Kallal complimented the board 
of directors in their foresight in 
mapping plans for this work be¬ 
ginning three years ago. “Despite 
shortages of almost everything, ex¬ 
cept headaches and disappoint¬ 
ments, the co-op has been able to 
make definite progress in the form 
of two substations, which are prac¬ 
tically completed, and a 33 kilo¬ 
volt transmission line to the sub¬ 
station site. ’Work on changing 
wire size is already under way 
leading out from another substa¬ 
tion. 

System rebuilding cannot be done 
without service interruptions, the 
manager said, and he asked mem¬ 
bers to be patient and understand¬ 
ing when outages were necessary. 

Shortage of wholesale power will 
be another problem facing your 
electrical system, Kallal said, and 
this cannot be solved until the 
suppliers complete additional gen¬ 
eration and transmission capacity 
which is planned. 

Cites Figures 

During the last 12-month period, 
the manager asserted, the average 
member used 1,977 KWH compared 
to 912 KWH in 1941 with a subse¬ 
quent reduction in kilowatt hourly 
rate of approximately 34 percent. 
‘Thus you find that electrical ener¬ 
gy is one power source that has 
not increased in price during this 
inflationary period.” 

Reporting on the progress of the 
approximately 159 mile C section, 
Kallal said that the co-op’s own 
crews are doing the work because 
suitable contracts for the construc¬ 
tion were not to be found. To date 

"about 100 miles of pole have been 
set of which 35 miles have been 
completed. The r^nainder of the 
section will be completed as speed¬ 
ily as conductor and transformers 
arrive. 

The manager asked for the co¬ 
operation of the membership in 
paying bills promptly, keeping 
brush cut along highways, and in 
reporting to the office your inten¬ 
tion of using heavy equipment so 
that any needed line changes made 
be planned. 

Kallal said that the co-op hoped 
to be able to erect four new sub¬ 
stations during the coming year 
and revise feeder lines and to bring 
electricity to several hundred new 
members. 

Other Speakers 

Other speakers included A. E. 
Becker, coordinator of the state¬ 
wide, Everett Brown, field repre¬ 
sentative of applications and loan 
division, REA, and Joan Cameron, 
retiring assistant editor of Illinois 
REA News. 

Guests, who were introduced, 
were co-op managers, John Wag¬ 
goner, Coles-Moultrie Electric; 
Herbert Downey, Tri-County Elee- 

(Turn to Page Eight) 
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NEWS FROM 

Egyptian Co-op 
Steelville, Illinois 

R. S. HOLT, Mgr. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

In case of an outage on your farm, 
check to see if your neighbors have 
service If not call one of the follow¬ 
ing telephone numbers immediately and 
report any information you may have 
on the outage such as—Lightning, 
Storm, Strong Wind, Tree in Line, 
Broken Insulator, etc. 

Murphysboro and Carbondale Area 
call: 

Warehouse, Carbondale, 25-F-12. 
Alvin Long, Murphysboro, 1166. 
Richard Robinson, Carbondale, 26-F-5. 
Dalton Metcalf, Carbondale, 720-K. 

All other area call: 
Main Office, Steelevilie, 68 Commer¬ 

cial. 
John Shriver, Chester, 544-R. 
Robert Huddleston, Steelevilie, 

43-F-41. 
R. S. Holt. Steelevilie, 30-R-3. 

Insulators Shot By Hunter 
Causes Expensive Outages 

over so 2,000 more farmers can en¬ 
joy its many uses. It helps to pro¬ 
duce food in so many ways and is a 
great time-saver, which is a great help 
to the farmer.” 

Mrs. Nellie Smith, Sparta, writes: 
“Since I do not know who was re¬ 
sponsible for getting the REA ser¬ 
vice to my parents (Mr. and Mrs. 
T. A. Hayer) so promptly, I am writ¬ 
ing this note to let you all know that 
we think it was mighty nice of you 
to give such quick service. We cer¬ 
tainly appreciate it. Many thanks.' 

Dr. O. . R. Dobbs, St. Louis, 
f writes: “I received your letter this 
afternoon relative to a meeting that 
was held yesterday. The letter was ' 
addressed to me at Rockwood and 
apparently not too promptly forward¬ 
ed to me here. I regret that I was 
unable to be of some help to you and 
to assure you that I remember only 
a short time ago that I received every 
courtesy and assistance from your of¬ 
fice when I needed it. 

We want to express our sincere 
thanks for the fine way our new mem- 
mers are responding in helping to cut 
brush and trees on the extensions we 
are now building. • Construction costs Last month we again had several 

bad outages because some hunter had ^ave gone so high that we really 

used the power line insulators for i need your help. 

target practice. These outages are | Lister below are a few of the 

very expensive to tne cooperative and names of members who have helped 
cause you members a great deal of us cut al°ng ines 

inconvenience. | Jackson Floyd John. Si Brewer, Ray- , 
, I mond Moninger, Joe Burkey, Emit! 

We are all gomg to have to work | Brow Burk Robert Mc_ 
togetner to overcome this nuisance n. ^ D St hens, Rayrnond 
Hunting is a great American sport but s hens Wims Basden, Jimmie ' 
it is not sportsmanship that causes a

i ^ Carl Jones Chas Basden Ar.' 
few unthinking hunters to destroy our Coch^n Henry Foster Ray. 
property. | moncj Brewer, McAllison, Harrv 

Get the license number and name | ReeveS- You too can help speed up 
of any hunter you see shooting at in- j your iine construction if you help us 
sulators on your co-op lines. Report CU{. brush along the proposed line | 
this information to the office. Guard 
your own section of line the same as 
you would any part of your farm. It 
may save you and your cooperative 
an expensive outage. 

SPECIAL MEETING 

We are most happy to report that 
our debt limitation was raised at a 
Special Meeting of the members on 

to you. 

The Illinois Power Company had 
to shut off our power for most of the 
afternoon on Friday, November 7 
when the Buena Vista Barn in Brem- 
.en burned to the ground and damaged 
the Power Company pole carrying 
electricity for our line. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herman Middendorf 
October 23. It will now be possible j Gf percv, announce the birth of a 
for the board of directors to request | baby girl; named Bernice Sue, on 
approval of additional construction October 31. Herman is a mighty 
loans as new members sign for mem¬ 
bership. 

When REA approves a loan to 
build a section of line, we cannot im¬ 
mediately request that they send us 

proud father and, of course, the boys 
all kidded him when he passed out 
those fine cigars. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sylvester Nitsche of 
Fort Gage are the proud parents of 

the full amount of the approved loan. a baby girl bom November 1. The 
No, we request money only as it is young.lady was named Linda Kath- 
aeeded to cover each month’s ex¬ 
penses for line construction. Every 
penny of REA loan funds must be 
spent- only for construction approved 

ryn. 

Mr. and Mrs. B. L. McDaniel of 
Carbondale announce the birth of a 
daughter born Sunday, November 2. 

by REA and we have to submit re-j The baby was named Linda Lee 

ceipts to show that the expenditure 
was properly made. Interest pay¬ 
ments start when the money from 
REA is received by the cooperative 
so only enough funds to meet current 
expenses are kept on hand. 

Your cooperative is incorporated 
so no member can be held responsible 
for any debts which your cooperative 
might make. All interest and pay¬ 
ments have been made in full and we 

Mr. and Mrs. Wendell Bicket of 
Sparta became the parents of a baby 
daughter on October 29th. We have 
not learned the name of the young 
lady. 

We want to wish a lot of luck and 
happiness to all the new babies and 
also to their parents. 

Miss Cecile Pautler, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Pautler of 

u ^ ^ Ho ^ Evansville, became the bride of Ger- have made advance payments to be ’ . r 
. '-aid Stork, son of Mr. and Mrs. Law- used as a cushion or credit in case i 0,1 \ u 

if rence Stork' of Walsh on October we ever need it. , . , 
| 25. I he ceremony was solemnijep 

Although our debt limitation was in St Boniface Church in Evansville. 

We want to offer our best wishes for 
a happy married life. 

' NEWS FROM 
Southwestern 
Electric Co-op 

Greenville, 111. 
V. C. KALLAL, Manager 

raised to $5,000,000, this does not 
mean we’ will borrow that amount of 
money. The Cooperative borrows 
only enough money to build to signed 
members which now amounts to a lit¬ 
tle over $2,000,000. The money 
which we have now borrowed has 
not all been spent. As previously 
stated, only enough money is requisi¬ 
tioned each month to cover current 
expenses and the balance of the 
money is available as needed. 

MANAGERS REPORT 

Several service- interruptions oc¬ 
curred during the past month with ail 
major interruptions caused by insu¬ 
lators being broken by rifle bullets. 
One insulator South of DuQuoin cost 
the Cooperative $37.37 to replace. 
Two insulators near Eden on the N-i 
line cost approximately $65 to re¬ 
place. Two insulators on the N-6 
line cost over $200 to replace. 

A total of 17.86 miles of line on 
the B & G, H & L sections were com¬ 
pleted last month, plus 22 member-ser- Local Talent Provides One 
vice extensions. We connected a of Annual Meeting Highlights 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Bond County—Office, Greenville, lei. 
366. Office Hours: 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 
P.M. except Sundays or Holidays. 
Before or after office hours, on Sun¬ 
days, call: Paul G. Morgan, Green- j 
vie 786, or V. C. Kallal, Greenville 
379. 

Fayette County—Maurice Ketten, Van- 1 
dalia 9S2. 

Madison County—Ed. Barnes, Edwards- 
ville 1087. 

total of 103 new members and are 
now serving 3012 farm homes. 
The line on Kaskaskia Island is un¬ 
der construction with all poles dis¬ 
tributed and six miles of poles set. 

A large number ot members 
came to the annual meeting on 
October 25. Although for some rea¬ 
son, many who had sent in reser¬ 
vations for lunch, did not come. 

McCoy and Wilson, architects, i ^ „   , 
L , . , • , , . I For that reason, much of the food have resubmitted the plans and speci- J , vf 
c . , n- , , [that had been prepared was left 
ncations tor our office and warehouse' over 

to REA. We are all anxiously await¬ 
ing final approval of these plans so 
that construction can be started. 

NEWS BRIEFS 
Mrs G. M. Lingle, Carbondale, 

writes: We are all so thankful for 
the REA and believe it is one of the 
best helping hands the farmer ever 
got. We do hope this next loan goes 

One of the features of the meet¬ 
ing was that all of the entertain¬ 
ment was furnished by local talent 
from the three counties. It is in¬ 
teresting to note just how much 
talent is available in the member¬ 
ship and families. We believe that 
for most folks, this type of enter¬ 
tainment is appreciated more than 

highly paid professional singers 
and musicians. Let’s plan now to 
come to the annual meeting next 
year and bring another member 
along. 

Following is a list of the prizes 
and winners: Westinghouse Rec¬ 
tangular roaster oven, Julius and 
Elizabeth Vohlken, Tamalco; two 
burner hot plate, Herbert P. and 
Verena Kuhn, St. Jacob; Holliwood 
broiler, V. P. and Lucille Meyer, 
Tamalco; Arvin Fan-Forced elec¬ 
tric heater, Charles and Cora Grif¬ 
fith, Greenville; Silex glass Coffee 
maker, Ernest W. and Clara L. 
Coleman, Sorento; Toastwell pop- 
out toaster, Jesse A. and Bertha 
Davis, Pocahontas; electric corn 
popper, Albert C. and Florence M. 
Turley, Greenvilte; electric drill, 
Otto and Lila Fox, Mulberry Grove; 
poultry time switch, Otis A. and 
Virginia B. Harpster, St. Peter; 
electric waffle iron, John A. and 
Bertha Hosto, Alhambra. 

Century Cub electric drill kit, A. 
J. and Thelma Clark, Beaver 
Creek; G. E. electric iron, Pete and 
Grace Clin, Greenville; Westing- 
house Electric Iron, Clarence H. 
and Maida Elmore, Mulberry Grove; 
Traveling Iron, Victor L. and Min¬ 
nie A. Hunter, Greenville; electric 
door chimes, Dale and Nina Cline, 
Mulberry Grove; traveling iron, Ar¬ 
thur Birkhardt, Sorento; electic 
clock, Ben C. Augustin, Highland; 
poultry water warmer, Elmer J. 
and Pearl E. Ammann, Pocahon¬ 
tas; electric door chimes, Lee W. 
and Hallie Mery, Pocahontas; sam- 
son electric iron, Fred W. Poc^, 
Edwardsville; juicer, 'Edward W. 
Miller, Tamalco; Telechron elec¬ 
tric alarm and timer, Harold and 
Ethel Buchanan, Mulberry Grove; 
table lamp, Walter and Stella Hei- 
cheltaeck, Pocahontas. 

We wish to thank all who took 
part in the annual meeting and es¬ 
pecially those who donated prizes 
and the folks who furnished musi¬ 
cal entertainment. 

VOLTAGE REGULATION 
Since the last issue of your paper, 

numerous interruptions on the 
feeders north of the Smithboro 
Substation. Much work is yet to be 
done to complete the job in that 
particular area. However, the far¬ 
ther we get from the substation, 
the fewer people will be affected by 
the interruptions. We wish to 
thank the members for the fine 
attitude with which they have ac¬ 
cepted these interruptions. 

You have all read in the daily 
papers about the serious power 
shortages throughout the country. 
This shortage will be somewhat 
serious perhaps for another year, 
and acute for the next two or three 
months. Until this overall shortage 
is relieved, the work that your co¬ 
operative does in rebuilding the 
main feeder lines will not be as. 
effective as it should. 

Material Shortage 
We had no idea several months 

ago that the shortage of airbreak 
switches would delay energization 
of the Worden and Confidence sta¬ 
tions. Another station is needed 
near Troy, but as yet not all of the 
material for this substation is on 
hand. We hope for prompt delivery 
of this so that work can be started 
to correct the voltage regulation 
in the southern part of Madison 
County. 

Your problem is no different than 
that of others engaged in the dis¬ 
tribution of electrical energy. T3)e 
consumption has increased more 
rapidly than it was possible to in¬ 
crease the facilities to take care 
of this added load. 

Now there are some things that 
you can do to help the situation 
untilit can be corrected. The volt¬ 
age coming into our substations 
is low during the period of about 
five to seven P.M., and if it is low 
at the substations, it is much too 
low out near the end of the lines. 
Therefore, the more that is done 
to shift the load to some other per¬ 
iod of the day, the better. For in¬ 
stance, if you have a hob water- 
heater, this could be disconnected 
until nine or 10 o’clock. Water could 
be pumped for the livestock before 
the milker and lighting load comes 
on in the evening. On dairy farms, 
dairy water-heater and milk cool¬ 
ers could be shut off until after the 
milker load is off. 

You can think of many other 
things that you can do to lessen the 
load during the critical period in 
the evening. Your cooperation will 
be appreciated during the next few 
months, and we hope, first, that 
the voltage regulation on the trans¬ 
mission lines serving our substa¬ 
tions will be improved a year from 
now and, secondly, that we will be 
able to develop more of the plans 
for system improvement on your 
cooperative’s lines. 

NEWS FROM 

Clinton County 
Breese, Ul. 

JOSEPH HEIMANN, Supt. 

NEWS FROM 

Western Illinois 
Carthage, 111. 

L. C. MARVEL, Supt. 

Co-op Amends By-Laws To 
Adopt Capital Credits 

On October 31, the members of the 
Clinton County Electric Cooperative | 
assembled at the Breese High School 
gymnasium for their annual meeting, j 
There were approximately 1,200 peo- 1 

pie in attendance. The purpose of 
the meeting was to hear the report j 
of the officers and manager and to, 
elect trustees for the ensuing year the 
report of the officers and manager j 
and to elect trustees for the ensuing j 
year and to make amendments to the ! 
by-laws. In amending the by-laws 
the cooperative members adopted the 
capital credit plan which will give 
every user a definite equity in the 
capital structure of the organization. 

The members were informed by 
their officers that the past yeear has 
been very successful; that, as of 
October 31, the cooperative was 
serving 1,581 members and operating 
593 miles of line. The cooperative 
has energized two substations during 
the past year now operating three 
substations to serve these members. 
The average KWH consumption has 
increased to 181 KWH per month. 1 

George Dillon, Regional Head Ap¬ 
plication and Loan Division, REA, 

i Washington, D. C., gave the princi- 
j pal talk of the meeting commenting 
the organization for the fine work it 
has done and went into detail of ex- 
planing the capital credit plan. 

Entertainment was - furnished by 
Skeats, Frankie, etc., Station KMOX. 
Electrical appliances were awarded 
as attendance prizes. Each member | 
attending received a light bulb and: 

everyone present was pleased with 
the meeting. 

REA Arrivals 
Mr. and Mrs. Guilford Nordike, 

baby girl, September 21. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Korte, baby 
boy, November 5. 

IVir. and Mrs. Anton Foenmes, twin 
boys, October 22. 

Wedding Bells 
October 22, Miss Leona Trame, 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
Trame, Beckemeyer, became the bride 
of Edward Wiegmann, New Baden. 
Congratulations and best wishes! The 
newiyweds will reside on an REA- 
electrified farm. 

November 4, Miss Esther Venhaus, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ben Ven¬ 
haus, Aviston, became the bride of 
Mr. Orville Kues, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry Kues, Breese. Congratu- I 
lations and best wishes. Parents of 
both the bride and the groom are 
REA users. j 

Miss Lorena Poettker, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerhard Poettker, 
Breese, was united in marriage to Mr. 
Ervin Rolves, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Rolves, Albers in St. Augus¬ 
tine s Church, Breese, on November 
4. Congratulations and best wishes! 
Parents of both the bride and the 
groom are REA users. 

Sympathy Extended . | 

Sympathy is extended to Henry 
Voland Jr., Carlyle, whose father, 
Henry Voland, passed away in St. 
Joseph s Hospital, November 10. 

Sympathy is extended to the rela¬ 
tives ot Miss Dorella Lohman, daugh¬ 
ter of Rosa Lohman, Aviston, who 
died at the home of her mother. . 

New Appliances 

A. H. Rehberger, range and sweep¬ 
er; Wm. Kramer, refrigerator; Theo¬ 
dore Boerfhoff, deep freeze; Charles 
Brunsmann, refrigerator. 

Honor Roll 

Commercial: Herman Graham, 
2279; Alphonse Huelsmann, 1851; ( 

Gulf Refining Company, 1841; Paul 
Doran, 1648; C. F. Frazier, 1557; 
J J. Lynn, 1398; Nick Babare, 1191; 
Rueben Roper, 1086; E. J. Gold¬ 
schmidt, 748; Otto Meier, 618. 

Non-Farm: E. W. Striebinqer, 
647; 

Farm: Ferd Hilmes 1293; Joseph 
Meyer, 1190; Harvey Klingelhoefer, 
1100; Charles Stein, 1053; Clarence 
Dickhaut, 1000; .Rudolph Buehler, ! 
965; John Kalmer, 947; Paul J. Huels, 
906; Ben M. Meyer, 889; Paul Nor¬ 
ris, 849; Theo. Zurliene, 826; Joseph 
H. Heimann, 815; Ed. Merrill, 810; 

Asks That Brush And Hedge 
Be Kept Clear Along Lines 
- Members can make the lineman s 
life a lot more bearable," but some¬ 
times they don’t know how. Usually 
all they need is a suggestion. One 
of our suggestions would be of great 
help to the cooperative if each mem¬ 
ber along the present lines would 
clear the brush and hedge from under 
the lines. This condition causes lots 
of trouble and outages that affects 
many miles of line. If each member 
would cooperate in this respect it 
would improve your service consid¬ 
erable. 

CONSTRUCTION WORK 
We have about 30 miles of poles 

set on our ”M section, and have 
five short extensions completed. 

We are continuing with our policy 
of just setting poles as fast as we 
can before the ground freezes. In 
doing this we will be able to string 
wire after the ground is frozen and 
complete each extension as members 
get their houses wired. 

As winter is coming on we will 
have more or less interruptions from 
rain and sleet, and in case of the cur¬ 
rent going off, it would be a wonder¬ 
ful service to your cooperative if you 
could check the lines along your farm 
and in that way may be able to lo¬ 
cate the trouble before calling the 
office which would shorten the in¬ 
terruption considerably. This coop¬ 
eration will help those with automa¬ 
tic house heat to get their service back 
on a good deal quicker. 

METER READING 
We had very good cooperation this 

last month in sending in meter read¬ 
ing cards and we hope you will con¬ 
tinue to cooperate, as it will elimin¬ 
ate a lot of confusion in regards to 
usage and adjusting of bills. 

Annual Meeting 
Our annual meeting will be held on 

Febraury 3, 1948. We wish each 
member would plan to come to this 
meeting and be informed of the op¬ 
erations of his cooperative. 

Welcome New Members 

Harry L. and Mattie G. Grove, 
Carthage; Junius L. and Ila G. Bach¬ 
man, Warsaw; Donald S. and Alice 
Henson, Carthage; Howard and Irene 
Hendrickson, Sutter; William Jr., and 
Opal Smith Scanlan, Lomax; Greta 
E. John, Carthage; Ed. and Tracy 
Stauffer. Plymouth; Leslie and Erma 
Stevens’ Sutter 

Loyd E. and Lena T. Zern, Dal¬ 
las City^ John and Kathryn M. Link, 
LaHarpe; A. R. and Helen H. Mani¬ 
fold, Carthage; Loren and Evohn 
Sartorius, Blandinsville; Wayne and 
Arlene McConnell, Blandinsville; R. 
W. Clark, Carthage; Wayne T. and 
Catherine Miller, Hamilton; John C. 
LaCroix, Burnside; Harry G. and 
Della M. Boyles, Bowen; Donald and 
Marcella Thompson, Carthage; Anna 
Mae and Albert A. Johnson. Carthage. 

New Appliances 
Harold Alton, electric Range; 

Quinten Smith, 42-gallon water heat¬ 
er; Vernon Coulter, 10-gallon Fire¬ 
stone water heater; Cornelius Veith, 
water heatej; Maurice McBride, 30- 
gallon Westinghouse water heater; 
John Laffey, milking machine, 10-gal¬ 
lon dairy water heater; Wm. C. 
Hayes, water heater; George E. Car¬ 
lisle, water heater; Feme Day, Hot 
Point electric stove; Vernon Myers, 
A. B. range, and Homart water heat¬ 
er; Ernest Boston, Hot Point range, 
and water heater; Walter Griffith, 
water heater. 

Vincent P. Schaefer, 806; Edwar 
Hugo, 798; Fred H. Conrad, 788. 

Other farm: Alvis B. Loepkei 
727; Addin Tyberendt, 718; Emm 
Schumacher, 718; Cyril Huelsmanr 
700; William Varel, 700; Wm 
Fuehne, 668; John Cox, 658; A1 Ren 
schen, 639; Mrs. John B. Ratermann 
632; Herbert Kraemer, 627; Loui 
Heimann, 622; Anthony Huels, 610 
Otto Luginbuhl, 604; Leo Sudholt 
600. 

Large amounts of grain and by¬ 
product feeds are used annually 
in the Corn Belt to fatten cattle 
beyond the average of good slaugh¬ 
ter grade. 

LARAMORE and DOUGLASS. Inc. 
ENGINEERS 

Power Plants, Distribution and Transmission Lines 
SYSTEM STUDY SURVEYS 

327 South LaSalle Street, Chicago 4, Illinois 
REA FIELD OFFICE!—154 North Market Street, Paxton, Illinois 
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Christmas Time Is Candy Time Perfume 
There’s a holiday smell to 

Christmas, 
I know the fragrance well— 

The handsome Christmas pine 
tree 

Has a real nose-itching smell. 
The sticky Chidstmas candy , 

And the holly on the door 
Have the kind of special odor 

That brings memories galore. 
But the real smell to Christmas 
But the real smel Ito Christmas 

Comes from back out kitchen 
way, 

Where the sweet brbwn ham is 
baking 

And the holly on the door 
And the pnckle odors play. 

There’s the crisp white whiff 
of celery, 

The steamy oyster stew, 
And the sharp cranberry fra¬ 

grance 
Blends with biscuits warm and 

new. 
Pumpkin pies cool on the table, 

While their spicy fragrant 
steam 

Mingles with exotic mincemeat, 
Plates of fruitcake, rich thick 

cream, 
And the friendly smell of cof¬ 

fee— 
Yes, no matter where I roam 

There is no expensive perfume 
To match “Christmas at 

home. 

An attractively arranged assortment of scrumptious 
home-made candy packed neatly in a Christmas-ey box 
and wrapped with Yule-tide paper and trimmings is a 
gift sure to please. Or served to guests on a fancy 

HOME-MADE GOODIES 
BEST FOR SERVING, 
MAKE IDEAL GIFTS 

Christmas time is traditionally 
home-made-candy time. F6r the 
past half-dozen years, however, su¬ 
gar rationing put a damper on can¬ 
dy-making activities and even 
“bought” candy in many stoics was 
available in only limited quantities. 

This year it is a different story. 
You can buy almost any kind of 
candy you want in any 'quantity. 
But who wants to buy candy, when 
with plenty of sugar to be had, you 
can make it in your own kitchen? 
Why not organize some candy-mak¬ 
ing sessions in your home, and let 
Dad and the youngsters take over 
the kitchen on a dreary afternoon 
or blustery evening. Just put out 
your (or their) favorite candy re¬ 
cipes and see to it that you have all 
the ingredients handy, and let them 
take over the cooking reins. You’ll 
be surprised at how much fun the 
entire family will have and how 
quickly your Christmas candy prob¬ 
lem will be solved. 

An attractively arranged and 
wrapped box of delicious home¬ 
made candy makes an ideal Christ¬ 
mas gift. The real Christmas spirit 
goes into gifts made with your own 
two hands. Make a large assort¬ 
ment of holiday goodies and simpli¬ 
fy your gift problem. Let your 
imagination run wild when it comes 
to trimmings for the boxes—large 
colorful bows, sprigs of holly, tiny 
tinkling bells, or a holiday trinket 
tied on top—and you'll have a pres¬ 
ent that Santa couldn’t equal. 

Your tried and true recipes will 
probably rank first on your list, but 
don’t forget to try some new and 
different recipes. That's the way 
to discover new favorites, you 
know. 

Molasses Peanut Crusich 
1 cup molasses 
1 cup sugar 
2 tbls. shortening 

% tsp. soda 
2Y2 cups chopped peanuts 
Cook molasses, sugar and short¬ 

ening until a hard ball forms when 
a little is dropped in cold water or 
252° is reached on a candy ther¬ 
mometer. Remove from heat, add 

candy dish, it will bring forth lavish compliments to 
the hostess. Included in the assortment pictured above 
are Molasses Peanut Crunch, Molasses Cocoanut Chews, 
and. Raisin-Peanut Clusters. 

soda and stir until bubbling stops, 
then add peanuts. Pour into shal¬ 
low pan. When slightly cooled, 
cut in small squares or bars. 

Cream Candy 
1 cup sugar 

14 cup cream 
% cup honey 
1 tbl. butter 

% cup chopped nuts 
Mix sugar, cream, and honey. 

Cook until the sugar is dissolved. 
Add butter and continue without 
stirring until a very soft-ball stage 
is reached (236° F.) Remove from 
fire and begin to beat at once. Beat 
until thick and dull in appearance. 
Add nuts just before turning out. 
Pour into greased pan. Cut with a 
warm knife before the mixture is 
cold. 

Molasses Popcorn Balls 
3 quarts popped corn 

2/3 cup molasses 
IYJ cups sugar 
% cup water 

1/3 tsp. vinegar 
1/3 tsp. salt 

2 tbls. butter 
2 tsp. vanilla 

Pick over popped corn, discard¬ 
ing all hard kernels. Boil molasses, 
sugar, water, vinegar and salt with¬ 
out stirring, to 270° F. or until it 
becomes brittle when tried in cold 
water. Remove from fire and add 
butter and vanilla. Have corn in a 
large pan, pour the syrup over it 

New Orleans Pralines 
In the Christmas issue last 

year we printed a recipe for 
making New Orleans Pralines 
which was praised by many 
leaders as resulting in the best 
pralines they had ever made or 
eaten. For those who missed it 
last year or who may have lost 
it, we are reprinting the recipe 
here. 

1 cup brown sugar 
Y2 cup molasses 
1 cup cream 
2 tbls. butter 

Y2 tsp- vanilla 
2 cups pecan nutmeats 

Boil the first four ingredients, | 
stirring constantly, to 238° F. or 
until when tried in cold water 
a soft ball is formed. Add vanil¬ 
la, pour over the nuts and stir 
until it begins to sugar. Drop 
from tip of spoon in small piles 
en buttered pans. 

gradually, using spoon to mix well. 
Form into balls and wrap in wax 
paper when cool. Makes 36 balls. 

Honeyed Fruit Strips 
Ingredients: Orange peel, water, 

salt, and honey. Remove peel from 
3 oranges; cut peel into strips. Cov¬ 
er with water to which 1 teaspoon 
pf salt has been added. Boil 30 
minutes; drain; cover with fresh 
water; boil until peel is tender. 
Drain. Add honey enough to cover, 
from % to 1 cup. Let simmer very 
slowly until peel is clear (about 45 
minutes). Lay on waxed paper and 
let stand 2 or 3 days before using. 
Grapefruit peel and lemon peel may 
be similarly prepared. 

Molasses Cocoanut Chews 
% CUP cotsyrup 
■4 Cup ‘molasses 
1 tbl. vinegar 
2 tbls. butter 
2 cups shredded cocoanut 

Combine syrup, molasses, vine¬ 
gar, and butter. Place over low 
flame and stir until mixture boils. 
Continue boiling to 240° F. or until 
a small amount of syrup becomes 
brittle in cold water. Remove from 
fire; add cocoanut. Drop from two 
forks on greased surface. Makes 
28 chews. 

Rainsin-Nut Clusters 
Y2 -Cup molasses 
% cup corn syrup 
1 tsp. vinegar 
3 tbls. butter 
2 cups shelled peanuts 
l cup raisins 

Cook molasses, corn syrup and 
vinegar until a hard ball forms 
when a small amount is dropped m 
cold waiter or reaches 250° on a 
candy thermometer. Remove from 
heat and add th^ butter ..Stir until 
combined with the syrup, then add 
nuts and raisins. Drop by spoon¬ 
fuls on greased pan. If candy har¬ 
dens while working with it, put 
pan over very low heat and stir 
vigorously until it softens. 

Nougat 
% cup honey" 
1 cup sugar 

Yi tsp. salt 
Y2 cup water 
2 egg whites 
1 tsp. flavoring 

% cup chopped nuts 
Combine honey, sugar, salt, and 

water and cook over low heat. Stir 
until sugar is dissolved and mix¬ 
ture starts to boil. Boil without 
stirring to 300°. Pour hot sirup 
slowly ove'r stiffly-beaten egg whit¬ 
es, beating constantly. Fold in nuts, 

Treat Family To Special 
Bread On Christmas Morn 

Too little attention is given to 
the Christmas breakfast, which is 
surely an important meal—second 
to the holiday dinner. A special 
kind of bread for breakfast is a 
good way to start the day’s feast¬ 
ing. 

Cranberry Orange Bread is a fa¬ 
vorite among Christmas breads. It’s 
moist and tender—rich and delici¬ 
ous with ground cranberries and 
orange baked into the bread. It 
should be made 24 hours ahead of 
time (which means more leisure 
Christmas morn) and can be served 
plain, though it is especially good 
toasted. 

If you’re planning a holiday tea, 
this bread, cut into fancy shapes, 
makes excellent tea sandwiches. 

Cranberry Orange Bread 
2 cups sifted flour 

1(4 tsP. baking powder 
Y2 tsp. soda 

1 tsp. salt 
1 cup sugar 

. 44 cup shortening 
1 tbl. grated orange rind 

Y2 cup orange juice 
J,4 cup water 

1 egg, well beaten 
1(4 cups cranberries, ground 

1 cup bran 
Sift flour with baking powder, 

soda, salt, and sugar. Cut in short- 
j ening and orange rind until' mix- 
| ture is like meal. Combine orange 
j juice and water; add to mixture, 
j Add egg and beat well. Add cran- 
I ber ries and bran. Pour batter into 
i greased 9 x 5 x 3-inch loaf pan. 
Bake in slow oven (325° F.) 75-85 
minutes. Store 24 hours before cut¬ 
ting. Serve in slices. 

As I send the copy for this Home- 
makers’ Page to the printshop, I 
realize with a feeling of sadness 
that it is for the last time. 

Parting of friends always means 
a sad moment, so I hope you will 
excuse a wayward tear at the 
thought of parting with nearly 
50,000 good friends all at once! 

On the brighter side of an oc¬ 
casion such as this are the many, 
many happy memories that remain. 
During the two years I have been 
on the staff of the Illinois REA 
News, I have enjoyed meeting and 
talking with many of you, visiting 
others in your homes, attending 
annual meetings of your electric 
cooperatives, and each month chat¬ 
ting with you through the home¬ 
makers’ pages. 

I shall always remember the hun¬ 
dreds of letters I received each 
month from you and the many 
friendly notes of encouragement 
and appreciation you sent. Certain¬ 
ly your letters have been a.constant- 
source of inspiration and have made 
these pages your pages as nothing 
else could have done. 

And I know you will keep them 
coming to your new Homemakers’ 
Editor, Kay Conlan, an outstanding 

^ homemaker in her own right, an 
♦ experienced journalist sinceiely in¬ 
terested in the rural electrification 
program. She is a charming girl 
whom I wish all of you could meet 

, personally. Since that is, of course, 
impossible, I know you will enjoy 
getting acquainted with her through 
the Illinois REA News. 

My new assignment on the staff 
of the Oklahoma Rural News, a 
publication similar to the Illinois 
REA News, will provide an oppor¬ 
tunity to continue serving the 
women on electrified farms and to 
take an active part in advancing 
the rural electrification program in 
the “Sooner State”. 

Good-bye, good luck, good home¬ 
making! 

Joan V. Cameron 

and flavoring. Spread in greased 
square pan. Cool and cut in rec¬ 
tangular pieces. 

Maple Fudge 
2 cups maple syrup 
1 tbl. light corn syrup 

\'i cup thin cream 
% cup nut meatts, chopped 
Put syrups and cream in heavy 

saucepan and bring to boiling on 
high heat. Continue cooking on 

i medium heat to soft ball stage 
I (238°). Remove from heat and let 
| cool to lukewarm; beat until thie-i 
! and gloss has disappeared. Add nuts 
j and pour into greased pan. Cut in J squares. Yield: 30 pieces. 
; Molasses Taffy 

2 cups molasses 
1 cup sugar 
2 tbls. butter 
1 tbl. vinegar 

flavoring- if desired 
Place ingredients in a granite 

kettle and boil to 260° F. or until a 
! little of the mixture dropped in cold 
1 water becomes brittle. Pour into 
buttered pan. When cool enough 
to handle, pull until a light color 
and hard. Butter the hands before 

I pulling. 

Accidents Can Change 
Happy Holiday Season 

i Into Days of Tragedy 
| Don’t let accidents keep you from 
having a really Merry Christmas. 

! The excitement, confusion, haste 
and extra festivities of the holi¬ 
days increase opportunities for 
calamaties. Here are five reminders 

j which will keep you safe through 
the holidays and entire year. 

1. Cold weather brings additional 
fire hazards. Use extra care if you 
decorate your home with lighted 
candles and don’t put them on 
Christmas trees. Be sure that wir¬ 
ing of electric . tree lights is not 
defective. Check furnaces before 
leaving home or retiring. Use ex¬ 
treme caution with wood burning 
stoves. 

2. Snow and ice on highways are 
I hazardous and there may' be the 
I further complication ©f fog. Re- 
I member that the more worn the 
I treads on your tires are, the more 
skidding will result. Drive care¬ 
fully! 

Toy Tragedy 
3. Christmas toys sometimes 

bring tragedy. Teach your children 
that they must not use their new 

j skates on unsafe ice and to try 
! out their new sleds some place 
where they can’t possibly get into 

, a street or highway, 
j 4. Falls continue to be one of 
I the chief causes of accidents in the 
home. Keep the new blocks off the 

, floor and don’t let the stairs be- 
come cluttered with the assortment 

| of things, so often deposited there, 
J which get neither up nor down. 
And don’t stand on a chair or or- 

| ange crate to hang the mistletoe! 
j 5. Keep an eagle eye on babies 
| and small infants and don’t leave 
them alone in the house. Bear in 

»mind that they may choke on a 
j small object wAich they put in their 
mouths or smother in bed if the 

j bedding isn’t properly arranged, 
j Turn the ccok/”g utensils on the 
j stove so that the handles are not 
| within grasp of toddlers. 
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To Top Off The Holiday Meal Exercise Care In 
Buying Xmas Toys 
For Youngsters 

Shopping for Christmas toys can 
be as much fun for parents as 
opening the glittering jpackages on 
Christmas morn is for the young¬ 
sters. Though Toylands everywhere 
are filled with more toys than ever, 
parents should use care and cau¬ 
tion in selecting toys fdr their chil¬ 
dren. 

Toys need not be expensive, but 
they must be safe. Btiyers should 
ask themselves these questions: Is 
the toy sturdy? Will parts of it 
pull off and get into a child’s 
mouth or ears? Is thq paint non- 
poisonous? Is the iwood hard 
enough so that it won’t splinter? 
Are the beads or blocks big 
enough so- that a youngster can’t 
swallow them? Is it free of sharp 
edges or corners? If the toy is for 
an infant, can it be washed? 

Many toys are educational. For 
little girls, for instance, doll houses 
and furniture, toy carpet sweepers 
and dust mops, stoves and cooking 
utensils, doll bath tables made of 
rubber-, identical in design to the 
type used for bathing real babies, 
sewing kits and many other items 
are valuable for self entertainment 

-and provide an opportunity for the 
youngster to become familiar with 
and to receive early traning in the 
use of these household articles. 

Toys for Boys 
Chemical outfits, carpentry tools, 

building sets, trains and similar 
equipment which can be assembled 
in a variety of ways with switches, 
motors, and other electrical de¬ 
vices stimulate imagination and in¬ 
genuity and are excellent gifts for 
boys. 

Scores of toys are desirable be¬ 
cause they contribute to a child’s 
musclar growth, manual dexterity, 
social adaptability, coordination, 
creativeness and cultural develop¬ 
ment. These include skates, skiis, 
wagons, football or baseball gear, 
balls, blocks, tricycles, crayons, 
modelling clay, musical instru¬ 
ments, phonograph records, and 
games. Many games teach arithme¬ 
tic, spelling, geography, history, 
and a great deal of other useful 
information in addition to provid¬ 
ing entertainment. 

Wise parents will not wait until 
the last minute and then buy the 
first thing they find, but will choose 
their gifts carefully on the basis 
of the child’s likings and require¬ 
ments. 

Recipe Variations Add 
Interest To Plain Roll 

Plain yeast rolls are a highlight 
for any meal. But the many varia¬ 
tions of the plain roll recipe can add 
innumerable and refreshing accents 
to the family table. 

Just changing the form into elo- 
verleaf, crescents, bowknots, but¬ 
terflies, fan-tans and rosetts adds 
interest. A little practice in making 
the various shapes is all that is 
needed for success. 

It’s no trick at all to prepare 
breakfast rolls and twists. Simply 
add flavoring to the basic recipe- 
vanilla, almond extract, cinnamon, 
nutmeg, lemon rind or whatever 
flavor desired- . 

Variations 
To make the .type with the filling 

sandwiched between the dough, roll 
the dough out into a rectangular 
sheet one-half inch thick, as soon 
as it has doubled in bulk. Spread 
with filling, roll pin-wheel fashion, 
cut crosswise and allow to double 
again. After baking and cooling, 
brush the sugar topping over the 
rolls and sprinkle with .nuts. 

For a twist, in which the flavor¬ 
ing materials are usually dispersed 
throughout the dough, add all the 
ingredients before letting the dough 

■rise. After it has doubled, twist into 
shape. Brush on the sugar topping 
after baking. 

A roll with a filled center is an¬ 
other variation. Round the dough, 
after it has doubled in size, into in¬ 
dividual smooth balls. Allow to rise 
ten minutes. Flatten to 14 i n c h, 
.sprinkle with sugar-cinnamon mix¬ 
ture and place a prune or other 
fruit in the center. Bring edges to¬ 
gether, seal and place smooth side 
up on a greased oaking shet. As 
soon as the dough hr'.s doubled a- 
gain, bake at 375° F. and brush with 
frosting when cool. 

Mildew can be removed from gar¬ 
ments, with no fading, if they are 
soaked in a strong solution of 
clorox and water before being 
placed in the washer. But be sure 
-to stir, the solution before the gar¬ 
ments are washed. 

When conjuring up thoughts of 
the satisfying hauntingly-spiced 
flavor of pumpkin pie, most folks 
will agree that it is just about the 
best desert there is to top off a 
Christmas or New Year's Day meal. 

Whether your family favors a 
fluffy or a more compact filling, 
there is no question about the pas¬ 
try—tender, flaky and providing a 
crisp accent to the smooth pump¬ 
kin filling. 

A short-cut also is the prepara¬ 
tion of a quantity of pastry mix 
ahead of time ready for instant 
use in making quick meat-pie top¬ 
pings, pastry turnovers and. dessert 
pies. 

Here is the recipe that should 
insure a perfect climax to the holi¬ 
day meal 

Pumpkin Pie 
2 eggs 

114 cups light cream or undiluted evap¬ 
orated milk 

% cup sugar 
2 this, flour 
1 tsp. salt 

% tsp. ginger 
1 tsp. cinnamon 

14 tsp. allspice 
1 tsp. cloves 

POPCORN CAKE OFFERS 
UNIQUE EATING THRILL 

If you’re the kind of person who 

is game to try anything new at 

least once, here’a a holiday treat 
that will pop your taste buds wide 
open and bring the kiddies back 
yelling for more. It’s called Pop¬ 
corn Cake, but really fits into the 
candy category. Try it. 

1 cup corn syrup 
1 cup cinnamon candies 
2 this, butter 

14 cup cold water 
214 quarts popped corn 

1 cup chopped walnuts 
cake candies 

Stir first four ingredients to- 

For Dress Up 

A gleaming white dickey, cro¬ 
cheted of soft wool is just what 
you’ll want to dfess up a dark suit. 
It buttons up the front, vestee-style, 
and is fashioned at the top for a 
standup collar which may be turn¬ 
ed back into lapels if desired. Di-‘ 
rections for crocheting the dickey 
are free. Mail a STAMPED, SELF- 
ADDRESSED envelope to Kay 
Conlan, Illinois REA News, Peters¬ 
burg, 111. requesting the Dandy 
Dickey. 

Beat eggs slightly. Add cream 

and pumpkin. Sift together dry in¬ 

gredients and add to pumpkin 

mixture, combining well. Pour into 

unbaked pastry shell and bake in 

a moderate oven (350s F.) one 

hour. When cold, garnish or . serve 

with whipped cream if desired. 

Pastry Mix 

Yield: About 11 cups 
1 lb. (2-1/3 cups) shortening 
7 cups sifted flour 
1 tbl. suit 

Sift flour with salt. Cut in short¬ 
ening, using a pastry blender, fork, 
two knives, or the finger tips until 
the mixture is the consistency of 
coarse cornmeal. Store in a covered 
container in the refrigerator. For 
one eight-inch deep pie crust use 
one cup Pastry Mix and two table¬ 
spoons water. Sprinkle water over 
flour mixture gradually, blending 
to form a stiff dough. Shape into 
ball. Turn onto lightly floured 
board. Knead twice to blend thor¬ 
oughly. Let stand 20 minutes. Roll 
out to fit pan. 

gether and dissolve over low heat; 
then cook over medium heat to 
soft ball stage (240° F.) Pour mix¬ 
ture over poped corn, mixed with 

walnuts. Mix thoroughly and press 
into, well-greased cake pan with 
back of spoon. Unmold immediate¬ 
ly and sprinkle with cake candies. 
This may be made into balls, om- 
mitting nuts jf desired. 

Dry cereal may be used instead 
of popcorn. 

Switch Clickers 

Here are some more Switch 
Clickers sent in by Illinois REA 
women to add to your scrapbook. 
If you haven’t sent in your favorite 
household hint or pet idea, please 
tuck it in with your, pattern re¬ 
quests addressed to Kay Conlan, 
Illinois REA News, Petersburg, HI. 

Keep Salt Dry 
If you put a few grains of rice in 

your salt shakers on damp, rainy 
days, the salt will stay dry and sift 
freely.—Mrs. Walter Cooper, Brook¬ 
lyn, 111., Adams Electric Co-op. 

Varnishing Tip .• 
When wanting to varnish a floor 

that has never been waxed, always 
give it a coat of shellac first, I just 
learned this by sad experience.—-Mrs. 
Clara Talleur, Edwardsville, 111., 
Southwestern Electric Co-op. 

Removing Spots 
This hint might help someone. If 

white spots or rings form on var¬ 
nished surfaces from hot dishes 
or damp articles, try spreading a 
thin coating of castor oil over en¬ 
tire spot and leave several hours 
or overnight. After spot has dis¬ 
appeared, remove oil with a soft 
cloth. I have tried this several 
times.—Mrs. Laura Miley, Cisne, 
111. 

Novel Xmas Cards 
I love to make pretty Chistmas 

Cards and I believe I have a very 
original card making idea. I save 
old cards and type some of the best 
verses on a folded sheet of paper. 
Then according to the verse I 
draw free handed, a picture by us¬ 
ing poster paints. I dress them in 
colors. For a glittering snow effect 
I sprinkle fine bits of mica before 
the colors dry. It stays on and with 
a bit of imagination on scenes you 
have a beautiful card that friends 
will keep. Mrs. Geo. L. Hunt, Maroa, 
111. - 
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PATTERN LIST 
The winter months should pro¬ 

vide you with lots of opportunities 

for getting to that knitting, cro¬ 
cheting or sewing which you’ve 
been planning. You’ll find our di¬ 
rection leaflets of real assistance, 
we’re sure, so why not check off 
the patterns you wish right now 
and mail your request to your new 
homemaker editor, Kay Conlan, 
Rlinois REA News, Petersburg, 111. 
Remember to include a STAMPED, 
SELF-ADDRESSED envelope for 
every patterns you request. They’re 
free! 

Ideas for Fun 

Knick-Knacks from Wax 
Bridal Showers 
Wedding Wishes 
Baby Showers 

Toys 
Bunny 
Horse 
Lamb and Scottie 
Crocheted Cock Horse 
Crocreted Lamb 
Crocheted Jack and Jill 
Crocheted Pompon Cat and Kit¬ 

tens 

Items to knit 

Argyle Socks 
Cable Stitch Stocking Cap and 

Mittens 
Baby’s Sacque and Kimono 
Shoulder Bag and Belt 
Men’s Quartet 
Men’s Wool Socks 
Mitten, Scarf and Bonnet Set 
Muff, Bonnet; Beanie, Bag 
Skiing Mittens 

Sweaters 

Little Boy’s Sweater 
Little Girl's Sweater 
Little Girl’s Pullover, Cardigan 
Tot’s Cardigan 
Child’s Coat Sweater 
Boy-Girl Companion Sweaters 
Girl’s Sleeveless Slipon 
Man’s Sleeveless Slipon 
Twin Sweaters 
Black Dressy Sweater 

Items to Crochet 

Two Handbags 
Hat and Bag Set 
Ballet Slippers 
Blue Bedjacket 
Capitol Hill Bedspread 
Lacy Chair Back Set 
Girl’s Turban and Hat Set 
Dandy Dickey 
Girl’s Hood and Mitts 
Lace Insertion Table Cloth 
LaCy Curtains 
Sequin-Dotted Blouse 
Stocking Cap 
Striped Bed Socks 
Tailored Bedspread 

Items' to Sew 

Sunflower Quilt 
Embroidered Handkerchiefs 
Embroidered Pillow 
Accessories 
Baby's Coverall Bib 
Drawstring Apron 
Belts of Felt 
Collar and Cuff Set 
Overnight Bag 
Rose Place Set 
Tubular Jersey Dress 
Felt Shoulder Bag 
Peplum Evening Skirt 
Potholdefs from Scraps 

Helpful Hints 

Lengthening Skirts 
How to Wash Rayon 
How to Iron Rayon 
How to Buy Rayon 
Sewing Tips 
Color and You 
Make-over Tips 
Sewing Success Secrets 
Trimmings for Children’s Clothes 
Fabrics for Fashionable Sewing 
Good Grooming and Wardrobe 

Plan 

Children Need Safe 
Kitchen Play Space 

Every young child wants to be 
near his mother. When she is busy 
in the kitchen it is necessary for 
her to protect the child from ac¬ 
cidents. A play pen that locas is 
the best .precaution. 

When the child is older and has 
-outgrown his play pen, he should 
be given a safe corner in the kit¬ 
chen in which to play. He can be 
taught to stay in his own kitchen 
play space and thus avoid tthe dan¬ 
ger zones. 

Any place where there is moving 
machinery is a danger zone. Wash¬ 
ing machines and wringers, food 
choppers, ironers and electric mix¬ 
ers are hazardous weapons when 
children are near. The stove and 
sink should also be out of bounds 
to protect the child against fire, 

Select Hat That 
Fits Hair Style 
For Best Effect 

by Mrs. Audrey Heustis 

Have you ever seen a hat and 
a hair-do coming down the street, 
looking as if they might “part com¬ 
pany” at any moment? What is 
wrong? The hat is the newest crea¬ 
tion from Fifth Avenue. The hair¬ 
do is well cared for and nicely wav¬ 
ed. Yet something is terribly wrong. 
It is usually one of three things. 
Either the hat or hair-do does not 
compliment the face, the hat does 
not agree with the hair style,, or 
the hair style does not agree with 
the hat. 

When you go to buy a hat do 
you make sure your hair is fixed 
in a becoming style and one that 
you will wear a good ideal? Or do 
you buy a hat , just because you 
like its looks? Or do you buy it 
and plan to get your hair styled to 
fit the hat? Either of the two lat¬ 
ter plans is bad practice, because 
the hair-do that suits the hat might 
not do for your face or figure. 

If you already have a pretty hat 
and cannqt afford to dispose of it, 
take it to your beautician the next 
time you go and she may be able 
to create a style suitable to-both 
you and the hat. If the two of you 
cannot create something flattering, 
dispose of the hat! I do not mean 
you must destroy it. Such things 
can always be4 donated to a rum¬ 
mage sale. Or perhaps you have a 
friend on whom it looks good. If so, 
she would be glad to have it. 

Unless you . are unusually fortu¬ 
nate and can afford an unlimited 
number of hats, do not buy sune 
drastic style or color, that will go 
with only one dress, suit, or coat. 
Buy something casual and - in a 
subdued shade. Cheek your ward¬ 
robe before going shopping and 
decide which color will go with 
the most costumes. 

Usually a woman needs four 
hats in four different colors. They 
need not be expensive hats'; but be 
sure the. color is sun-fast. If you 
wear your hair in several styles, 
have a hat to go with each style. 
That is not extravagent. It is just 
good judgment and good grooming. 

No matter how expensive an out¬ 
fit you are wearing remember its 
good looks are lost if your hat and 
hair-do do not correspond. 

hot liquids and hot cooking uten¬ 
sils. 

The kitchen play space should be 
far enough away from doorways to 
keep the child and his toys from 
being underfoot. He should be giv¬ 
en a shelf or box for storing his 
toys and taught to put them away. 
Otherwise other members of ihe 
famijy are in danger of stumbling 
over them. 

Electric Cooking Birth 1910 
Practiial household cooking by 

electricity began as far back as 
1910 when the electric range was 
introduced. The electric roaster, 
developed about 1930, broadened 
the electric cooking and baking 
field. 

It’s Easy to Shell Pecans 
If shelling pecans without smash¬ 

ing the kernels to pieces has you 
scared, here’s a tip that will help 
you overcome that problem. Let 
the pecans soak in boiling water 
for 10 minutes. Then, when cool, 
they will crack easily without 
breaking the nut. 

j Men’s Wool Socks 

Start your spare time knitting 
by making warm wool socks for the 
men folks. Your first pair will be 
finished in short order if you knit 
a few rows each time you have a 
spare moment. A direction leaflet 
for these socks may be obtained 
free by sending a STAMPED, 
SELF-ADDRESS envelope to Kay 
Conlan, Illinois REA News, Peters¬ 
burg, 111. Just ask for Men’s Wool 
Socks. 



PAGE EIGHT IT.I.INOIS REA NEWS DECEMBER—1947 

NEWS FROM 
Adams 

Camp Point, 111. 

DEAN SEARLS, Supt. 

Seek Members’ Cooperation 
In Returning Meter Cards 

For the .benefit of some of our 
members who are not familiar with 
our procedure concerning meter 
cards, and their monthly bills, we 
shall outline briefly, their import¬ 
ance. On the 15th day of each 
month a meter card is mailed to 
each individual member for the 
reading, which should be taken on 
the 18th of each month. This read¬ 
ing should be inserted in the dials 
on the card exactly as the hands 
or numbers appear on the register, 
and returned to our office immedi¬ 
ately. It is from this card that 
your monthly bills are determined 
and prepared. If we do not receive 
a reading from you, it is then nec¬ 
essary for us to estimate your bill, 
using as our guide, the amount of 
Kilowatt hours previously con¬ 
sumed. 

All bills go forward from this 
office on the first day of each 
month, so that all members will 
have ample time to have their re¬ 
mittances back in our office before 
the 15th, thus escaping the 5 per¬ 
cent penalty. If we have not re¬ 
ceived your remittance by the 20th 
of the same month, an additional 
5 percent is added. 

A danger notice is mailed after 
the 10th reminding the consumer 
that his account has become delin¬ 
quent, and unless payment is re¬ 
ceived within 51 days after the date 
of the notice, his service is subject 
to be disconnected. 

We have recently had it called to 
our attention that in some cases, 
meter cards were not received, and 
no reading was mailed in. We 
have likewise been informed that 
in some instances monthly , bills 
were not delivered, and no remit¬ 
tances made. 

We have no way of knowing 
whether you receive your meter 
cards and monthly bills after they 
leave our office. The fact that a 
bill is not received, does not sig¬ 
nify that this bill does not require 
payment. In case any member who 
does not receive a meter card soon 
after the' 18th, or their monthly 
bill soon after the first of each 
month, please notify this office im¬ 
mediately. In this way we can all 
cooperate together in “beating” 
the 15th penalty deadline. 

POLES FOR SALE 
We have a supply of class 9— 

25 foot and class 9—30 foot poles 
for resale to members of our Co¬ 
operative, at a cost of $8.67, and 
$9.18. respectively. These poles, are 
located at our Camp Point pole 
yard. 

Miss Elva Sargent, our home 
economist, attended the Interna¬ 
tional Lighting Exposition and 
Conference held in Chicago on No¬ 
vember 4 th. She reported a very 
interesting and instructive display 
in all types of home and commer¬ 
cial lighting. Miss Sargent has re¬ 
quested us to insert in our column 
one at her favorite recipes, in the 
belief that many of our women 

'readers will enjoy making this de¬ 
licious dessert. 

Steamed Chocolate Pudding 
1 egg 

Mi cup sugar 
1 oz. chocolate 

1 tablespoon butter 
l cup flour 

1 teaspoons baking powder 
tt teaspoon salt 
V. cup milk 

X teaspoon vanilla 
Beat egg thoroughly, add sugar 

.and continue beating. Add melted 
chocolate and butter. Add sifted 
dry ingredients alternately with 
milk. Turn into a greased mould 
or squat coffee can. To steam, 
place one cup of water in the cook¬ 
er utensil. Place pudding mould 
on trivat or rack in the cooker. 
Turn switch to high heat until 
steaming; turn to low, and steam 
approximately one hour. If vege¬ 
tables or a meal is being prepared 
in the cooker, place the mould 
containing the pudding on top of 
the other steaming food, and steam 
for one hour. 

NEW TRUCK ACQUIRED 
We have just taken delivery of a 

new one and a half International 
truck to be used by a newly organ¬ 
ized tree trimming crew on our pro¬ 
ject. This crew of men will soon 
begin patrol ing our lilies to remove 
dangerous trees, and overhanging 
limbs. The period of snow and ice 
conditions is just ahead when we 
encounter many outages caused by 
hazardous tree conditions. Please 
give your fullest cooperation when 

NEWS FROM 
Way ne-White 

Fairfield, 111. 

OWEN J. CHANEY, Mgr. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
In case ol emergency call before 8:00 

a. m. or after 5:00 p. m. call the* 
following: 

For Carmi, McLeansboro, Norris City 
and vicinity, call Chalon Carter, Phone 
No. 123, Norris City, or Everett Phil¬ 
lips, Phone No. 38 J, Norris City. 

For all of Edwards County, all of 
Wayne County, Crossville, Calvin and 
Phillipstown, in White County, call 
Cloyd Musgrave, 60M, Norman Davis 
18F21, Charles Mann 451M or Bill 
Fleming, 11F23, all of Fairfield. 

Approximately 60 Per Cent 
of Area Now Being Served 

At present, we have about 60 per 
cent of our area served. We have 
approximately 1,400 miles of line 
bringing electricity to about 6,000 
members. There are nearly 2,000 
applications for service on hand and 
we have loan allocations from REA 
to cover about 1,500 of these. 

Recently completed is the E sec¬ 
tion which added 850 more members 
to our rolls. This section of some 
270 miles of line, was originally ap-~ 
proved in 1941, but did not get un¬ 
der way until July, 1946 owing to 
the war and the shortage of ma¬ 
terial following the war. 

Your cooperative has now em¬ 
barked on a reconversion program 
and will start building four new 
substations as soon as the material 
becomes available. At the present, 
we have three substations, but two 
of these will be abandoned. A 
study of our system has been com¬ 
pleted and has been submitted to 
the REA in Washington for ap¬ 
proval and recommendations. 

It may take three years to con¬ 
struct the new, heavier lines and 
to rearrange the system called for 
under our reconversion plans. We 
hope to make considerable headway 
during the next 12 months on re¬ 
conversion, By concentrating on 
the rehabilitation of the system 
during the coming year, we will be 
able to insure our members with the 
kind of service they should expect 
and also it will give us a chance to 
acquire the scarce materials re¬ 
quired in new construction work. 

As we reported last month, 
thoughtless use of fine arms has 

our tree trimming crew clears the 
lines along your farm. A decayed 
or dangerous tree left standing 
near our lines, may blow through 
our lines some dark night, and 
cause you and your neighbors to 
milk the cows, pump the water, 
and separate the milk by the old 
strong-arm method. Let’s clear the 
lines so this won’t happen. 

A New Arrival 
Our Bookkeeper, Harvey L. 

Schmidt, recently passed out the 
candy and cigars. A baby girl was 
born November 5 to Mr. and Mrs, 
Schmidt, and has been named Lin¬ 
da Louise. This is their second 
child. 

Flying Enthusiasts 
Manager Searls, and Jim Carpen¬ 

ter, our line, foreman, made a fly¬ 
ing business trip to St. Louis on 
November 5. We are inclined to 
believe that Jim is fast becoming 
an airplane enthusiast along with 
our manager. 

New Employees 
William R. Henry of Mt. Sterling. 

Illinois, has -joined our Construc¬ 
tion crews. William has served in 
the U. S. Army, and we are glad 
to have him in our organization. 

By the time your REA News has 
been received, 1947 soon will pass 

into history. We have enjoyed 
serving you, and to each one we 
extend: 

Merry Xmas Co-Op members 
Adams-Schuyler-Brown 
May your New Year be Bright 
Furnished by Co-op LIGHT. 

New Appliances 
Refrigerators* Paul M. Wolf, -Russell 

Althoff, G. Leon Roberts. Dwight Chap¬ 
man, Robert Schafer. Isabel McMahon, 
Dwight S. Baxter. 

Water Heaters: George Phillips. Edward 
G. Schlipman. James Donley. W. E. Knox, 
R. H. Farlow, William H. Deters, Jr. 

I Harold Meal iff, Earl Eyman. M. Ray 
Ih rig. 

Ranges: George Phillips. Willard Post, 
Lester H. Dempsey, G. Leon Roberts. 

Others: Stover Lee, milker: N. B. Cox. 
toaster: M. Ray Ihrig, stoker: Forest 
Cain, waffle iron ; Aubra L. Vest, cleaner : 
George M. Hefner, deep freeze; Bernard 
M. Scheid, sandwich toaster; Harold Sick¬ 
les, water system ; Joe Busen, room heat- 

J er, hot plate, heating pad : Wm. H. Brak- 
| ensiek, motor for well pump: Wayne L. 
Fanning, toaster: Ralph C. Geisel, stoker: 

I Eli Clingingsmith. washing machine 
motor : G. Leon Roberts, floor lamp : Glen 
Shoopman, mixmaster. 

Harlan L. Nelson, radio: Robert D. 
Schieferdecker, milking unit: Henry Bien- 
hoff, motor : Ralph E. Murfin, pump jack: 
Alvin Forsythe, cleaner: Vaden Rigg, 
heating pad: Wm. Woodworth, oil burner, 
bed lamp: J. O. McNeff, oil furnace: Mary 

! Ross Bartlett, furnace, electric blo.wer and 
; janitor. 

given your cooperative a lot of 
headaches and entailed inconven¬ 
ience to you members through out¬ 
ages. Also, the insulators and out¬ 
ages entail expense and often dan¬ 
ger. 

Remember, the lines are your 
property and you should do what 
you can to protect them from dam¬ 
age as you would your own farm. A 
word of warning to any suspected 
offenders might help. 

If anyone needs any target prac¬ 
tice, let him use a tin can or an old 
bottle instead of shooting at insu¬ 
lators. 

On Reporting Outages 
We want to stress that it is im¬ 

portant that you report outages as 
quickly as possible. Before you do, 
however, inspect your own wiring 
to see if the trouble might be there. 
The next step is to check with your 
neighbor on your line. If you learn 
that your neighbor is in the same 
predicament, report the outage as 
it indicates that the line is out. 

NEWS FROM 
Menard 
Petersburg, 111. 

A. E. BECKER, Mgr. 

Work On 553 Miles of Line 
Reported Ahead of Schedule 

New Construction Progress 
Progress is being made by the 

contractor in building the 533 
miles now under construction to 
serve 1,350 new members. One of 
the first major objectives is the 
completion of the new substation 
and the rebuilding of the feeder 
line. This work is progressing 
ahead of schedule and should be 
completed within the next 45 days. 

More than 3,500 poles have been 
distributed and this work will 
probably be finished within 90 days. 
Eighty miles of poles have been 
set to date, which also includes 
change outs and additional poles 
on the feeder line. 

The Continental Construction 
Company of Dayton, Ohio has made 
excellent progress in the execution 
of their contract to push the work 
as rapidly as possible. This should 
be good news to those members 
now awaiting REA co-op service 
to their premises and every effort 
will be made to have this record 
continue until all work is com¬ 
pleted. 

SAFE MILK 
Recently many farm bureau bul¬ 

letins and farm periodicals have 
stressed the increase of undulant 
fever among humans. This is a 
serious condition as thousands of 
cases of this dreaded disease has 
been traced to milk. • Other dis¬ 
eases traceable to the bacteria in 
milk include diptheria, scarlet fev¬ 
er, septic sore throat, tuberculosis 
and typhoid fever. 

You can protect the milk supply 
used ni your own home with a 
home pasteurizer; it is one of the 
newer plug-in appliances which is 
gaining popularity because of its 
practicibility. The home pasteur¬ 
izer answers a definite need by 
bringing within reach of every user 
of raw milk the healthy advan¬ 
tages of pasteurization. It is easy 
to use and claims are made that it 
destroys the disease producing or¬ 
ganisms transmitted by milk. Fur¬ 
ther claims indicate its pasteuri¬ 
zation is comparable with that pro¬ 
vided by commercial dairies. 

The Home Pasteurizer is a plug¬ 
in appliance with a low operating 
cost; it does not take up much 
space and answers a definite need 
if you wish to have safe milk for 
use in the home. There are several 
makes of home pasteurizers now' 
on the market available at nominal 
prices. 

“PROGRAM SERVICE” 
PROGRAMS 

The response from Community 
Clubs, Civic and other groups has 
been gratifying in making use of 
the “Program Service" made avail¬ 
able by the Menard Electric Co¬ 
operative. 

It is a service made available to 
schools, churches and other organ¬ 
izations with which our cooperative 
members are affiliated. During 
November 14 programs were pre¬ 
sented in addition to supplying 
films and material to 15 schools and 
groups for their own programs. 

There has been a number of pro¬ 
grams scheduled for December, and 
Fred E. Darr, who serves as Santa 
Claus’ assistant, will be kept ex¬ 
tremely busy during the week prior 
to December 25th helping Santa 
fill his engagements at schools 
served by the cooperative. 

Your cooperative has been invited 

NEWS FROM 
M.J.M. Co-op 

Carlinville, III. 

A. C. BARNES, Mgr. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS FOR 
OUTAGE CALLS 

Office Carlinville—136 
Homer Virden  Carlinville—326-L 
John Scroggins Carlinville—577-Y 
A. C. Barnes Carlinville—565-L 
Aerio Balestri—Hillsboro County—2005 
Claud McAfee Brighton—40 
ATTENTION : 

New members in Jersey County who 
live south and west of Fieldon in the 
vicinity of Otterville, Nutwood, Rose- 
daie and along the blacktop, place all 
trouble calls to Claud McAfee—Brigh¬ 
ton—40. 
Charles W. Witt, lineman, now livec. 

in Herseyville to assist in giving at¬ 
tention to requests of members in Jer¬ 
sey County. As yet he does not have a 
telephone, but he can be reached at 
his home on Walnut street which is 
west and north of Jersey vi lie High 
School. 

Cui out this list and keep it near 
your telephone or in your meter book. 

Check with your neighbors before call¬ 
ing to see if their lights*are out. Then 
report that the line is out as well as 
your own lights. 
YOUR COOPERATION SAVES YOUR 

COOPERATIVE! 

Bird Township Youth Wins 
Highest F.F. of A, Award 

Walter Severs Jr., 19, of Bird 
Township, was signally honored in 
the national F. F. of A’s 20th an¬ 
nual convention at Kansas City, 
Missouri. He was one of 13 Illi¬ 
nois Future Farmers of America 
to receive the American Farmer 
degree, highest degree of achieve¬ 
ment that the F. F. A. offers. The 
13 were selected from 40,000 mem¬ 
bers in the state. 

The F. F. A.’s American Farmer 
degree is awarded annually to 
members who have achieved dis¬ 
tinction in their supervised farming 
program, scholarship in vocational 
agriculture, rural leadership, farm 
citizenship and patriotismv 

Walter Jr., is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter Bevers Sr., members 
of the M. J. M. Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, Inc., who live on our lines in 
the vicinity of Charity Church. 

He has been a member of the 
Future Farmers organization five 
years and in that time has netted 
more than $4,000 from supervised 
farming projects, mostly dairy, 
swine and corn carried on in con¬ 
nection with his vocational agri¬ 
culture study in high school. 

He is farming in partnership 
with his youngest brother, Paul, 
and they take care of most of the 
farm work because of their father’s 
inability to farm. 

Their farm is completely electri¬ 
fied and Walter Jr. states that had 
it not been for the electric service 
he would not have been able to 
carry on this project in addition 
to his regular farm work and 
school work. 

LETTERS FOR MEMBERS 
Dear Sir; 
T7e installed an electric water 

heater in August and find it quite 
useful. Thanks to electricity. Cor¬ 
dially, Mr. and Mrs. James Huson, 
Palmyra. 

* * * 

Gentlemen: 
I want to thank the M. J. M. 

Electric Cooperative, Inc., for the 
prize I received at the annual 
meeting on October 18. That was 
the first meeting we attended and 
sure will try to come again. Yours 
as ever. Mr. and Mrs. L. E. Emery, 
R. 2, Raymond. 

♦ * * 

Gentlemen: 
Enclosed find our check for final 

payment of electric service bill, and 
thank you for the almost perfect 
service throughout the years I have 
been a member of your coopera¬ 
tive. 

It was a great privilege having 
your line come out to our remote 
place and I am sure our success¬ 
ors will become members and en¬ 
joy it as we have. Sincerely, Mrs. 
Bertha Phelps, Hettick. 

+ * * 

Dear Mr. Barnes: 
After attending the annual 

to assist with the appliance demon¬ 
stration and electric show at Tal- 
lula on Thursday evening, Decem¬ 
ber 4. This show will be held at 
the High School and displays and 
exhibits will open at 7 p.m. Cooper¬ 
ative members arid the public is 
cordially invited to attend. 

Sincere Seasons Greetings 
To all members and friends of 

the Menard Electric Cooperative, 
the Hoard of Directors and Em¬ 
ployes wish to extend SINCERE 
SEASON’S GREETINGS and a 
wish to you and yours for a most 
successful and Happy New Year. 

Henry B. Colby, President 

meeting of the M. J. M. Electric 
Cooperative, Inc., on October 18 
and hearing the good program, we 
want to show our appreciation by 
this letter. 

We thank you very much for the 
General Electric sandwich grill 
with waffle plates which we re¬ 
ceived as a prize. 

You may be interested to know 
that we bought a deep-freeze the 
latter part of August in which we 
have frozen fruits, meats, chick¬ 
en, baked goods, vegetables and 
also ice Cream. 

This was the hrst time that we 
were at the annual meeting and 
we hope we may be present next 
year. 

Again thanking you, we remain, 
Yours for more cooperation, Mr. 
and Mrs. P. R. Baker, Irving. 

Note 
The parties who received desk 

lamps at the annual meting may 
obtain their fluorescent tubes by 
calling for the same at the Cooper¬ 
ative office. 

MINKS HAVE THE LIFE— 
(From Page One) 

M. co-op who have invested con¬ 
siderable cash for the purpose of 
breeding and pelting minks. The 
brothers hang out the welcome sign 
to visitors most of the year, but take 
it down during April 15 to July 15 
when mother mink is caring for her 
kits. Unlike most mothers, Mrs. 
Mink is a vicious and nervous 
shrew, who, if there is the slightest 
disturbance, will make short work 
of, her youngsters. 

Feeding minks is more involved 
than “bringing up Junior,” for their 
digestive systems are as delicate 
as a 200-year old piece of lace. If 
they don’t get their proper vitamins, 
they aren't long for this world. Vi¬ 
tamins A and C are musts and are 
included in the daily bili-of-fare in 
tomatoes, horsemeat and prepared 
cereal. As a special treat, the little, 
creatures are provided with fish, but 
only certain types of fish as the 
wrong kind would affect the ap¬ 
pearance and quality of their fur. 

The minks, like many of the 
women who finally wear their pelts, 
must be careful about their waist¬ 
lines. Also, the change in the sea¬ 
sons influences their diets. 

Raising Several Type: 
The minks the Cerars are special¬ 

izing in are, the silver blu, silver 
sable and' the black cross. The fur 
of these strains are reputed to be 
the most luxurious and costly. An¬ 
other type, the “Blue Diamond” is 
rated among the most valuable 
species. The blue minks on the Ce- 
rar farm are valued at $1,600 each 
and the "Breath of Spring Plati¬ 
num,” a new type the brothers are 
perfecting, will be price-tagged at 
$500 apiece. These latter minks will 
be resold as breeding, for the quan¬ 
tity of them is still so limited that 
no coats have yet been made from 
their pelts. 

The Cerar brothers say that the 
winter climate in Illinois is suited 
to minks and, generally, it is only 
the summer that causes any trou¬ 
ble. 

In addition to the mink business, 
the Cerar brothers recently acquir¬ 
ed a flock of caracul sheep which 
consists of purejjreds brought from 
northern Minnesota. The pelts of 
caracul lambs are used to make 
Persian lamb coats, which, like 
mink, are much admired and de¬ 
sired by the fairer sex. And, per¬ 
haps, if you have decided after 
reading this article to forgo that 
mink coat, maybe you’ll have an 
easier time persuading your hus¬ 
band to buy you a Persian lamb. As 
for us, we’ll be wearing last win¬ 
ter's lumberjacket again this sea¬ 
son. 

SOUTHWESTERN REPORTS- 
(From Page Four) 

trie; Joseph H. Heimann, Clinton 
County Electric; E. B. Muir, engi¬ 
neer: A. D. Mueller, retiring editor, 
and William E. Murray, new edi- 
or, of Illinois REA News. 

Re-elected directors were Mrs. 
Rollie Eakin, Edward P. Ohren, 
and Otto Henke. Three amend¬ 
ments to the by-laws were adopted. 
Talmadge Defrees gave the. invoca¬ 
tion. Entertainment was furnish¬ 
ed by local talent including the 
Mt. Carmel Church Choir (Green¬ 
ville), Nellie Cruthis, Joyce Gripe, 
Stanley Johnson, Marilyn Penson, 
and Milton Knoche and his three 
children, Eunice, Evelyn and El¬ 
don. A lunch was served by the 
Bond County Rural Youth. Award¬ 
ing of prizes concluded the meet¬ 
ing. 
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School Career May Suffer 
If Lamp Wiring Inadequate 

Not only must children have proper lamps for studying, but the house 
wiring must be right if the lamps are to provide sufficient illumination. 
Inadequate wiring can dim an adequate study lamp by as much as 30 per cent. 

Eye Strain, Defective 
Vision Lower Child’s 
Scholastic Aptitude 

Electrical wiring in the home can 

exert a marked effect on the grades 
your child makes in school. Scien¬ 

tifically conducted tests, according 

to specialists of the National Ade¬ 
quate Wiring Bureau, have estab¬ 
lished that a 10 per cent voltage 
loss, resulting from too-small wire 
taxed beyond its capacity, will 
cause as much as a 30 per cent re¬ 
duction in the brilliance of a lamp. 

Poor lighting causes eye strain, 
which in turn affects vision. And 
defective vision, the specialists 
point out, frequently has a disastr¬ 
ous effect on scholastic aptitude— 
at least 1,200,000 boys and girls in 
public schools fail each year be¬ 
cause of poor vision; the educational 
age of students in well-lighted 
rooms exceeds that of students in 
poorly-lighted rooms by fully 10 
per cent. 

Thus, the specialists emphasize, 
it behooves parents to have both 
their wiring and their lighting 
checked—by a technician from the 
local co-op office or by a qualified 
electrical contractor. 

Where to Put Outlets 

It is not enough to equip the 
student’s room with proper lamps, 
the house wiring must be right if 
the lamps are to provide adequate 
illumination, the wiring-experts de¬ 
clare, pointing out that when the 
branch circuits in the home are too 
few, the resultant overloading of 
circuits chokes off a measure of 
the electricity needed at each out¬ 
let. There should .be a lighting 
branch circuit for every 500 square 
feet of floor area of the house. 

Wherever studying is to be done 
in the living room or bedroom, 
convenience outlet should be readi¬ 
ly available for plugging in a good 
study lamp. To avoid the use of 
unsightly extension cords, at the 
same time insuring flexibility of 
furniture arrangement,* duplex con¬ 
venience outlets should be placed 
so that no poin along the wall at 
the floor line in these rooms is more 
than six feet from an outlet. Out¬ 
lets also should be provided in wall 
spaces three feet or more in length. 

Supplementary Light 
The specialists point out that 

adequate illumination for reading, 
writing and other close visual 
tasks requires not only local light¬ 
ing on the object to be seen but 
supplementary general illumination 
throughout the room. 

This supplementary illumination, 
they say, can be achieved in a vari¬ 
ety of ways—by using a well-de¬ 
signed central ceiling fixture, by 
providing valance or cove lighting, 
or from well-designed portable 
lamps. It is good planning to in¬ 
stall some fixed lighting, controll¬ 
able by a wall switch at each main 
entrance, in every room, 

Careful Sealing of Silage 
Surface Prevents Spoilage 

Covering the silage at the time 
the silo is filled and stopping leaks 
around the doors means extra dol¬ 
lars from the silage. 

If feeding is begun immediately 
after the silo is filled surface spoil¬ 
age can be prevented. If it is not, 
the silage should be covered at 
onceN with either roll roofing or 
sisalkraft paper. 

First level the silage and tramp. 
Lap the covering at the joints and 
extend it up on the walls five or 
six inches. Use short boards or some 
silage to hold the covering firmly 
against the wall. 

When silo filling is begun, place 
a broom handle through a roll of 
roofing paper and suspend by 
ropes so that the roofing may be 
unrolled upward against the doors 
on the inside as the slio is filled. 
This seals the doors and prevents 
air leakage. 

Electric Cords Not To Be 
Handled Like Spare Rope 

Electric cords are not to be 
handled.like spare rope. They must 
be treated with special care. 

Keep them away from driveways 
and other areas where they might 
be run over by vehicles or tripped 
over. Running cords under rugs 
is bad business. Cords used in laun¬ 
dries and basements should have 
special, water-puroofing coverings. 
Those used for portable devices of¬ 
ten receive hard usage, and the in¬ 
sulation should be protected by a 
heavy covering. When disconnect¬ 
ing an appliance, grasp the plug, 
don’t pull the cord. 

Repair or replace cords as soon 
as they become frayed. When not 

l in use, hang a cord over a wooden 
peg—never a nail — or loop it 
loosely around the appliance. Avoid 
bending or kinking it, for some of 
the wire strands may break and 
pierce the insulation. Store electric 
cord away from heat, oil and damp¬ 
ness. 

About three million acres of Illi¬ 
nois farm land should be planted 

to trees. 

Pastures and feedlots are pri¬ 
mary sources of worm infestation 
in animals. 

Turning legumes and grasses in¬ 
to silage is a good way to expand 
their use. 

The Illinois legislature first 
passed an act on division fences 
m 1819. 

The average size of Illinois 
farms in 1945 was 153 acres com¬ 
pared with 137 acres in 1935, 135 in 
1920, and 124 i» 1900. 

a 

Frank Andrew Bays: 
Agricultural Engineer 
University of Illinois 

The most automatice service on 
the farm can be had from the elec¬ 
tric water system. The shallow 
well automatic pump, for depths to 
approximately 25 feet, can be plac¬ 
ed at any point reasonably near the | 
water supply. For depths approxi¬ 
mately 25 to 80 feet, a “jet” unit 
can be used with most shallow well 
pumps to recirculate part of the 
water already under pressure, to 
raise more water from the well. 

For depths beyond 80 or 100 feet, 
a deep well pump with the pump¬ 
ing mechanism directly over the 
well and the working cylinder be¬ 
low the surface of the water will 
lift it and store it at 20 to 40 pounds 
pressure in a tank ready for use. 
An “air-volume control” regulates 
the ratio of air to water in the stor¬ 
age tank so that the pressure is 
reasonably continuous on the total 
amount of water stored. 

Automatic waterers, drinking 
cups for cows, or small float-con¬ 
trolled tanks for other large stock 
or hogs, complete the farm water 
system to supply fresh water, sum¬ 
mer and winter, where and when 
it is needed any place on the farm. 
Under extreme winter conditions, 
automatic heaters can be installed 
but seldom are necessary with pro- 1 

tected waterers. 
For domestic service, pumps are 

usually 240 gallons per hour with 
40-gallon pressure tanks. Where 
water is needed in addition for 
“hosing,” 480 gallons per hour 
pumping capacity will probably be 
necessary with an 80 or 100-gallon 
storage pressure tank. In any event 
the cost of pumping is not more 
than about 5c a 1000 gallon for all 
uses. 

Further information can be se¬ 
cured from the local farm advisor 
of your county, at your local REA 
co-op office, or by writing direct 
to the Agricultural Engineering 
Department, University of Illinois, 
Urbana. 

Electricity Comes To Aid of Formers 
In Battle Against Winter Problems 

It’s time for farmers to air out the 
old sheepskin and hunt up the felt 
boots, for cold weather and snow 
shoveling time are just around the 
bend. Winter presents serious prob¬ 
lems for those who face the prospects 
of ice-covered stock tanks, frozen wa¬ 
ter pipes, cold milk houses, damp 
poultry houses and barns, poorly 
heated homes and flickering coal oil 
lamps. 

Electricity, new equipment and use 
of old equipment in new ways have 

Winter is on the way—it’s time 
for the farmer to prepare for it. 

done much to overcome winter draw¬ 
backs to production, stock and build¬ 
ing care, and personal comfort. 

WATER PROBLEMS: An ade¬ 
quate year-round water supply is es¬ 
sential to maintain milk and egg pro¬ 
duction and to continue stock gains. 
Electrically heated stock waterers 
now on the market include 1,000 watt 
immersion heaters intended to keep 
the entire surface of the tank ice free; 

a 300 watt floating heater which pro¬ 
vides stock with an open drinking 
hole, and a newly developed electri¬ 
cally heated drinking cup. Similar to 
a drinking cup in a dairy barn, it is 
housed in a metal cylinder which can 
be buried in the ground to the right 
depth for stock. One cup serves 10 
or more cows. Immersion heaters al¬ 
so are available for poultry. 

Soil heating cable keeps pipes from 
freezing. It can be wrapped around 
or attached to pipes with tape, then 
pipes and cable covered with insu¬ 
lation. A thermostat is located at the 
coldest spot on the line to maintain 
an above-freezing temperature. 

HEATING: Work areas in milk 
houses can be warmed by portable 
electric heaters, or by a number of 
250 watt heat lamps placed so water 
will not strike them. Thermostati¬ 
cally controlled oil burners or stoker- 
fired furnaces help solve house-heat¬ 
ing problems. 

VENTILATION: Electric venti¬ 
lation of dairy barns and poultry 
houses preserve the structures and 
help maintain top milk and egg pro¬ 
duction. Fans for barns should have 
a capacity of 60 cubic feet of air per 
minute per horse or cow, while 1 
cubic foot of air per minute for each 
bird is sufficient for poultry house. 
Fans should be located to draw air 
from near the floor. Fresh air en¬ 
ters through intakes near the ceiling. 

BARN LIGHTING: Mrs. O’Leary's 
cow started a whale of a fire in Chi¬ 
cago by kicking over a lantern. Other 
cows have done the same thing on 
scores of farms. Electric lights pre¬ 
vent such costly accidents and pro¬ 
vide the best kind of illumination. 

Industry Temperature Swing 
Electric lamp manufacture encom¬ 

passes the lowest and highest tem¬ 
peratures in industry—from 350 de¬ 
grees below zero to 6000 degrees 
above Zero F. 

Pig Brooder Gives Champion 
Hogs 'Right Start In Life’ 

Here’s the Grand Champion harrow, himself. He can credit some 
of his fame on an electric pig brooder which gave him such a good start 
in life.. • 

Leo Toohey’s Barrow 
Wins Governor Green 
Trophy at State Fair 

Of a litter of seven pigs born 
alive, Leo Toohey raised seven of 
which two became famous. 

The 21-year-old youth, who lives 
in Oakford and works on the farm 
of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. John 
M. Toohey, credits his electric pig 
brooder with giving the litter ‘the 
right start in life.” He made the 
brooder himself using a 300 watt 
bulb to supply the heat. 

Fame came to two of his hogs 
this summer at the State Fair in 
Springfield. He ehtex-ed a barrow 
and a gilt both of which took top 
honors. The barrow, which weighed 
235 pounds, was judged Grand 
Champion of all breeds, as well as 
heavyweight E'erkshire champion 
and heavyweight champion 
of all breeds. The glit placed first 
in the junior division. 

The 1947 State Fair, Governor 

Green Trophy for Grand Champion 
bat-row now rests proudly on the 
mantelpiece of the Toohey home. 
Leo sold his barrow to the Burch- 
wood Farms of Divernon, under 
whose name the hog was later en¬ 
tered in the Du Quoin State Fair 
and proclaimed Grand Champion. 
Besides the Governor’s trophy, Leo 
received a $50 award from the 
American Berkshire Association. 

Leo raised his hogs as a 4-H 
Club project and plans to repeat 
the project next year. 

Hard Work 
“Thinking is the hardest work 

there is, which is probably the rea¬ 
son why so few engage in it.”— 
Henry Ford. 

In dairy cows 98 percent of the 
births are single-; and in beef 
cattle, 99:5 perent. Triplets occur 
in the ratio of 1 to 300 in dairy 
cows, or about one-third of one per¬ 
cent, and quadruplets about 1 to 
14,000. 

Extent of State Control Over 
Public Power Being Studied 

Picking up where the 1941 report 
left off, the Federal Power Com¬ 
mission, in cooperation with the 
National Association of Railroad 
and Utility Commissioners, is work¬ 
ing on an analysis, by states, of the 
extent of control exercised by reg¬ 
ulatory bodies over publicly-owned 
utilities. Electric cooperatives are 
to be included in the study as well 
as municipal and other public prop¬ 
erties. 

The report is expected to be pub¬ 
lished during January. 

The acreage of land in crops on 
the level productive land of the 
Corn Belt is at an all-time peak. 

Sure, Leo Toohey’s proud of that 
trophy he Is holding. Who 
wouldn’t be? It’s the Governor 
Green Trophy for the 1947 Grand 
Champion Barrow which Leo rais¬ 
ed as a 4-H Club project. 
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A Child’s Christmas Storij 
By A. D. Mueller 

There are many old stories about 

how the first Christmas candle was 

placed in a windojv to light the 

path of the Christ-child who, as 

legend has it, comes to earth each 

Christmas time. 

much with which to celebrate their 

Christmas Eve, these children were 

happy because their mother had 

been able to give each of them one 

piece of fruit—a very special treat 

for them. 

One little girl’s name was Gret- 

his eyes; he brushed them away 

with a hand that was blue with 

cold as he trudged back through 

the snow to continue along his 

way. 

At the next house an impatient 

man said to him: “You might bring 

germs into the house and infect 

the children so you caft’t come in!’’ 

At another house he was scolded 
Down across the centuries since 

His birth in the sleeping town of 

E'ethlehem, the custom of placing a 

lighted candle in the window at 
Christmas has grown until it has 
become traditional in all the Christ¬ 
ian countries of the world. 

One of the stories of how this 
custom started began on a cold, 
wintery night in a little village in 
Norway. 

On that Christmas Eve long ago, 
the snow lay glistening in great 
white drifts; the stars shown down 
from a cold clear sky; the air was 
crisp and frosty. When people ! 
came into their warm houses, they i 
stamped their feet to get them | 
warm again, and rubbed their red | 
ears to make them stop tingling. 

Everybody was happy and cheer- j 
ful because it was Christmas Eve. ' 
In all the houses, bright lights 
shown through windows, brighten¬ 
ing up the silvery snow with many 
colors reflected from the decora¬ 
tions on glittering Christmas trees. 
From all trie chimney tops, smoke 
curled upward from the roaring 
fireplaces where the children were 
gathered around to toast their toes 
and hang up their stockings before 
going to bed so that St. Nicholas 
would find them when he slipped 
down the chimney to pay them a 
visit while they slept in their soft, 
warm beds. 

The grown-ups too, were laugh¬ 
ing and having a good time; in 
some houses mothers could be seen 
through the kitchen windows mak¬ 
ing preparations for a treat of 
sweets before everyone climbed the 
stairs to dream of St. Nicholas 
who would soon slip silently over 
the rooftops to pay each of them 
a midnight call. 

At a little cottage a short dis¬ 
tance from the edge of the village, 
only a tiny fire burned in the fire¬ 
place because the people who lived , 
there were poor and could not af- j 
ford a big roaring fire. Around 
the hearthside several children 
were curled up in their night¬ 
gowns on the floor while their 
mother told them a Christmas 
story. Although they did not have 

chen and she held in her hand a 

red apple which she rubbed on her 

nightgown from time to time to 

make it shine. Her little sister’s 

name was Velda, and she clutched 

in her little hands an orange which 

she turned over and over, admiring 

it and thinking how wonderful it 
would taste when she ate it. The 
oldest child was a boy about ten 
years old. His name was Hansel 
and for his Christmas gift, his 
mother had knitted him a pair of 
red mittens to keep his hands warm 
when he helped her gather wood 
for the fire. 

The people in the big, well-light¬ 
ed houses of the village were hav¬ 
ing such a good time playing games 
and enjoying their Christmas Eve 
refreshments that they did not no¬ 
tice through their windows a small 
child who trudged along through 
the snowy streets, shivering with 
the cold, his ragged, worn clothes 
too thin to protect him from the 
chill wintery air, his face white 
and drawn from weariness and 
hunger. 

In front of a large house in 
which he could see through the 
windows the people enjoying their 
Christmas party, he suddenly turn¬ 
ed, and going to the door, knocked 
softly seeking admittance. 

For a few minutes it seemed his 
knock would go unanswered, there 
was so much noise inside from the 
laughter and gaiety. 

-Finally the door was opened a 
little way and a woman peered out 
at the shivering little figure stand¬ 
ing in the snow. 

“May I come in?” the child 
pleaded. “I am tired and hungry 
and so cold. If I might warm my¬ 
self for just a minute at your fire, 
I would be ever so grateful.” 

“We have no place for little 
strangers!” the woman answered 
sharply and abruptly closed the 
door. 

Across the pale white features of 
the rebuked child there crept an 
expression of great sadness. Slow¬ 
ly he turned away; tears of hurt 
and disappointment welled up in 

‘‘Oh you poor child, come in quickly out of the cold!’ 

for interrupting the party games 

and told to go away. 

On through the village the for¬ 

lorn child stopped at every house 

but was never invited inside. When 

I at last he was so tired it seemed 

; he could go no further, he found 

himself in front of the small cot¬ 

tage at the edge of town. 

Here the door was swung wide 

in answer to his knock. “May I 

come in?” he asked. “I am cold 
and hungry and have wandered so 
far.” 

“Oh you poor child,” exclaimed 
the mother of Gretchen and Velda 
and Hansel. “Come in quickly out 
of the cold!” and she took his icy 
hands in her warm ones and led 
him to a place in front of the fire. 

“Come children, put more wood 
on the fire, we have a guest,” she 
said. Hansel ran quickly to the 
woodbox and brought sticks of 
wood while Gretchen stirred up the 
fire to make it burn brighter. Even 
little Velda tugged and pulled at a 
chair to draw it in front of the 
fire for their guest. 

When he was quite comfortable 
and warm, the mother brought him 
a steaming hot bowl of porridge 
and as she offered it to him, she 
said, “We do not have much but 
we are happy to share what we 
have. You must stay the night 
with us; Hansel’s bed is large 
enough for two.” 

When the hungry child had fin¬ 
ished his porridge, Gretchen mov¬ 
ed close to his chair, holding out 
her Christmas apple to him. “Here 
is an apple for you,” she said shy¬ 
ly. “Merry Christmas.” 

Little Velda stretched up her 
chubby arms holding in her hand 
her precious golden orange. “For 
you,” she smiled. 

“I’ve already eaten my apple,” 
| Hansel grinned with friendly em- 
I barrassment, “but I want you to 
have these mittens; they’ll keep 
your hands and nice and warm.” 

I “I cannot stay,” the child re- 
! plied, “because I have far to go. 
i In this humble home tonight I 
1 have found the true spirit of 
J Christmas and in your hearts, the 
■ spirit of God. For I was cold and 
you took me in; I was hungry and 
you fed me.” 

| As he turned to go, the mother 
and children saw that a radiant 
smile suffused his countenance; no 
longer did he appear lonely and 
tired. 

.“How different he looked when 
he left!” the children exclaimed, 

i “Who can he be? Where does he 
go?” 

“I do not know,” the mother re¬ 
plied. “He called himself a wan¬ 
derer. The night is dark, children, 

i hurry and place a candle in the 
i window to light his way to the 
j road. It will give but a little glow, 
but it will guide him and cheer 
him as he goes again into the 
night and on his way.” 

Each Christmas Eve thereafter 
the mother and children placed a 
lighted candle in the window to 
guide their guest and to welcome 
him should he return. 

The candle’s friendly little bea¬ 
con-light looked so cheery and in¬ 
viting to those who passed that 
way, others began to put candles 
in their windows, too, as a symbol 
of friendliness and welcome. 

The custom of a lighted candle 
in the window grew and grew. 
Soon everyone put a candle in the 
window on Christmas Eve until to¬ 
day we think of a candle at the 
window as a part of Christmas. 

Let us always remember what it 
stands for . . . and keep a lighted 
candle in our hearts all the time. 

Pen Pah 
“Jingle bells, jingle bells, jin¬ 

gle all the way” . . . That’s 
the tune we’re humming, 
’cause Christmas is coming. 
And \ve bet you’re humming it 
too. 

Along with wishing you boys 
and girls the best Christmas 
yet, I have a Christmas “gift” 
for you, and that is, a new Pen 
Pal editor. Her name is Kay 
Conlan, and she’s awfully nice. 
You’ll all like her very much. 
As for me, I’ll still be hearing 
from Pen Pals, but this time 
in a different state (Oklaho¬ 
ma) where the rural electric 
'co-ops are starting another pa¬ 
per like this one. Kay wall be 
looking for lots and lots of Pen 
Pal letters from you, and a 
picture too if you have one. 
Why not write your letter right 
now and send it to Kay Conlan, 
Junior REA News, Petersburg, 
111. 

Merry, merry Christmas, Pen 
Pals, and a Happy New Year! 
—Joan Cameron. 

* * * 

Larry Likes Western Shows 

I am nine years old. My birth¬ 
day is January Sixth. I am four 
feet seven inches tall. I have 
brown eyes and sandy hair. My 
hobbies are riding a horse, bicy¬ 
cling and playing cowboy. My 
horse’s name is Star. I play cow¬ 
boy on him. I also like western 
movies, Roy Rogers, Gene Autry 
and Jimmy Wakley. I would like, 
to hear from Pen Pals, boys or 
girls.—Larry Hill, R. 1, Pittsburg, 
111. 

* * * 

Likes To Receive Letters 

I will be 13-years-old January 31. 
I am five feet tall, weigh 95 pounds 
and have blonde hair. I live in a 
small village and go to school 
there. I am in the eighth grade. I 
will exchange pictures. I like to 
write letters but I would rather 
receive them.—Dorothy Wilmouth, 
Pomona, 111. 

* * * 

Attends Neal School 
I am a girl 11-years-old and 

have light brown hair and grey 
eyes and a light complexion. I 
have two sisters and one brother. 
My birthday is May Seventh. I am 
in the seventh grade and go to 
Neal School. I would like boys 
and girls between 10 and 14 to 
write to me and fill my mailbox 
full.—Bette Lue Toth, R. 1, Box 148, 
Harrisburg, 111. 

♦ ★ ★ 

Enjoys Junior REA News 
I am a girl nine-years-old, I will 

be ten on December seventh. I 
have one sister, Dolores, four- 
years-old and two brothers, Lloyd, 
seven and David six. I have blue 
eyes and red hair. I am four feet, 
six inches tall and weigh 62 lbs. I 
have started reading Junior REA 
News every month and enjoy it. I 
love to get mail, so come on Pen 
Pals, fill my mail box.—Marian Ei¬ 
leen Rice, R. R. 1, Blue Mound, 
Illinois. 

* * * 

Phillis Plays Piano 
I am a girl 10%-years-old and 

have blonde hair and blue eyes. I 
have one brother. His name is 
Jimmie. My birthday is March 21. 
I am four feet, 10 inches tall and 
weigh 75 lbs. My hobby is playing 
a piano. My girl friend plays the 
piano too. I am in the sixth grade 
and go to Neal School. Our teacher 
is Mr. Dooley. I would like to hear 
from both boys and girls so come 
on Pen Pals!—Phillis Anne Kent, 
R. R. 1, Box 139, Harrisburg, HI. 

* * * 

Shirley Rides Bicycle 
I am a girl eight-years-of-age. 

My hobbies are riding a bicycle, 
washing dishes and playing house. 
My birthday is July 11. I will be 
nine on my next birthday. I have 
a sister Audrey, 10 and also two 
brothers, Larry, three, and Stanley 
eight months. I have brown hair 
and blue eyes. Pen Pals, write to 
me.—Shirley Bell, R. F. D. 2, Mar¬ 
ion, 111. 

* * * 

Virgil Has Pet Dog 
I am 12-years-old, have brown 

hair and blue eyes. I am five feet 
six inches tall and in the seventh 
grade. As pets I have one dog 
named Lassie and one cat, Mamy. 
I like to go to movies, read, go on 
picnics. I live on a farm three 
miles from Granville. And, oh 
yes, I forgot to say, I write to boys 
and girls in other countries. They 

are in Germany, Australia, Eng¬ 
land, Hawaii and the Virgin 
Islands. I want to play in the 
band at school next year.—Virgil 
Cross, Granville, 111. 

* * * 

Will Exchange Pictures 

I am a little girl 10-years-old. I 
go to Victor School. Last year I 
read 50 books. We were supposed 
to read only 40, so I read 10 more. 
I will exchange pnotographs with 
anyone who wants to. My hobbies 
are riding horses and paper dolls. 
I have a horse named Ted. He is 
a bay with black tail and mane. He 
also has two white stocks. I 
would like to have many pen pals. 
Lozdetto Ann Hayes, R. 4, Macomb, 
111. 

* * * 

Jerry’s Pet Pony 
Jolly is my pet pony. He is five- 

years-old. We bought him when 
he was three. He is a fine gated 
pony and I ride him every day. 
He is brown and white. He would 

come in the house if you would let 
him. He looks over the fence when 
he hears us come from school. I 
ran him in the pony races once. 
Come on. Pen Pals, write to me!— 
Jerry Allen Issler, Mulkytown, 111. 

* * * 

Has Many Hobbies 
This is my first letter to the 

REA News. My name is Char¬ 
lotte Stallard and I’m from Paca- 
hontas, 111. I like to drive a car. I 
am 16 years old, have grey eyes 
and light brown hair. I have four 
brothers, Leon 24, Diebent, 23, Jim 
20 and Bennie 15. I go to the Fa- 
iahontas High School and I am a 
sophomore. My father runs a Tex¬ 
aco filling station. My hobbies are 
driving a car, roller skating, bas¬ 
ketball, softball and riding a bicy¬ 
cle. My nickname is “Tootie”. I 
am about five feet, one inch tall 
and weigh about 105 pounds. For 
the past two years I have been 
president of our 4-H Club. I will 
answer all letters »nd exchange 
photographs. — Charlotte A. Stal¬ 
lard, Box 93, Pacahontas, 111. 

Likes To Ride Bicycle 

I am a girl 10-years-old. I have 
red hair and brown eyes. I have 
one sister, Shirley, eight-years-old 
and two brothers, Larry, three and 
Stanley, eight months. I like to 
ride a bicycle, sew and sing. I 
would like to hear from all Pen 
Pals. — Audrey Bell. R. F. D. 2, 
Marion, 111. 

* * V 

Connie Sue Likes to Read Pen Pals 

I am nine-years-old. I have 
light, brown hair and brown eyes. 
I like to go to school. I go to As- 
bury School. I have two sisters, 
Sandra Kay, three and Wanda Lea 
19. Wanda Lea is married. I like 
to read Pen Pals. I enjoy them 
very much. I would like some Pen 
Pal letters from boys and girls be¬ 
tween eight and 15.—Connie Sue 
Crayne, Omaha, 111. 

* * * - 

Enjoys Cooking, Sewing, Knitting 
I was 12-years old March 27. I 

am five feet 4 inches tall and 
weigh 120 lbs. I have dark, brown 
hair and blue eyes.' My hobbies 
are playing the piano, singing, 
cooking, all kinds of sewing and 
knitting. I live on a 140-acre farm 
and have four pets, one dog and 
three cats. I would like to write 
to boys and girls between 12 and 
15. I will also exchange photo¬ 
graphs.—Rosemary Maieller, Rt. 2, 
Bloomington, 111. 

* * * 

June Likes Riding Horses 
I am 14 years old and have 

brown hair and brown eyes. I am 
about five feet five inches tall and 
weigh about 120 pounds. I have 
four brothers, Budd. 16, Burley 10, 
Dallas eight and Homer one, and 
one sister, Virginia 12. I will ex¬ 
change pictures and write to boys 
and girls between 14 and 20. So 
come on Pen Pals, write to me.— 
June Hawk, Pomona, 111. 
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NEWS FROM 
McDonough 

Power 
Macomb, 111, 

Arthur H. Peyton, Mgr. 

FOR TROUBLE CALLS 

First call the REA Co-op office, 
802; John Hund, line foreman, 1022; 
Arthur H. Peyton, manager, 1301; 
Oren Graham, 845 KM; Francis 
Scott, 1322. In the Roseville Area, 
call C. M. Scott, Roseville, 123. 

We want to again remind all 
the members of the importance of 
reporting any trouble at the earli¬ 
est possible hour. Even though we 
may be working on the line, we 
would rather have you call in re¬ 
gards to an interruption in your 
service so that we are better in¬ 
formed if you have an interrup¬ 
tion that we do not know about. 

MOVING 

This is the time of the year when 
we have many moves from one lo¬ 
cation to another by our customers. 
We wish to stress the importance of 
immediately advising us of the lo¬ 
cation- that you are moving from 
and the location you are moving 
to. Only by your cooperation in this 
matter can we make the necessary 
meter changes and readings, then 
properly bill you at a later date. 

Keeping us thus informed will 
minimize the mistakes that might 
otherwise be made in your billing. 

TRANSFORMERS 

During the past month, your co¬ 
operative has received 125 trans¬ 
formers which have been installed 
upon their arrival to the consum¬ 
ers who have been waiting the 
longest. We anticipate an early ar¬ 
rival of additional transformers 
which will make possible service to 
approximately 100 other people. The 
balance of the transformers on or¬ 
der are not scheduled on delivery 
dates as yet. Your project officials 
are still bringing pressure on the 
supplier to expeditev the delivery 
of the transformers. 

Our new substation was energi¬ 
zed October 1, which is resulting in 
much better service to all consum¬ 
ers. Many of you have mentioned 
the fact that your irons, toasters, 
and other appliances work much 
better than ever before. 

ELECTRIC LIGHT BILLS 
Now is the time of the year when 

the days are the shortest and we 
have those long nights. When the 
final part of the day is spent around 
our family circle, reading our fa¬ 
vorite magazine, eating apples and 
pop-corn, we naturally use our 
lights much more than we did in 
the summer time when we spent 
most of our time out in the open. 
The normal increase of this period 
of the year is approximately four 
more hours per day when we call 
upon our electric lights to make 
our living more pleasant. To the 
average consumer this will reflect 
in an increase in their bills of two 
to four dollars a month. 

We again want to stress the im¬ 
portance of paying your bill before 
you become delinquent. It is embar¬ 
rassing for us to have to remind | 
you that you are delinquent and take 
necessary drastic measures if you 
fail to heed our warning. If 2,400 
of our consumers can pay thir bills 
on time, it leaves us no alternative 
in fairness to them except to take 
drastic action against those who 
tend to neglect such important 
matters. 

Your project has definite obli¬ 
gations to each month in regards 
to pay roll, office, transportation 
expense, and a big item of inter¬ 
est and amortizing the amount to 
the Government. Your cooperative 
cannot be delinquent in such mat¬ 
ters. Therefore, your cooperation 
in paying your bill and reading 
your meter on time helps all of 
us. 

REINSPECTION PROGRAM 

Our wiring inspector, Mr. 
Thrasher, is starting on a program 
of reinspection of the wiring of all 
the consumers. This is just another 
one of the many services your co¬ 
operative is trying to render you. 
You, as the consumer, obtain the 
maximum benefit from this service 
inasmuch as it may prevent a fire 
which might destroy your home or 
again it might eliminate a hazard 
that might save the life of one of 
your family. It cannot be stressed 
too strongly that even the 110 volt 
circuit in your house under proper 
conditions can cause immediate 
death. We disregard this fact as we 

grow careless from the continued 
and easy use of electricity. 

Just a few cautions along this 
line are the following: Never turn 
on or off a light while standing in 
the bath tub or use a hair dryer 
or electric razor or any of the nu¬ 
merous electric items when your 
body is in personal contact with 
ground of that nature. To you, the 
average individual, this may sound 
like a silly warning, but statistics 
prove to us that over 150 people 
were killed in our homes through¬ 
out the United States in one of the 
manners mentioned above. 

We do not want it to happen to 
you and we are sure you do not, 
either. Isn’t it much better to be 
careful and practice safety rather 
than be sorry at a later date? 

NEWS FROM 
Corn Belt 

Bloomington, HI. 

T. H. HAFER, Supt. 

Members Are Reminded That 
Office Is Closed On Saturdays 

We want to remind old members 
again and notify new members that 
the Board of Directors last June 
authorized closing the co-op office on 
Saturdays. This is because we are 
operating in accordance with the rules 
of-the wage and hour law which pro¬ 
vide that we work on a basis of a 
40-hour week. Therefore, it is much 
more economical for us to operate the 
office five days per week and we trust 
our members will keep this in mind 
so that they will not be inconven¬ 
ienced by coming to the office on Sat¬ 
urday. 

STOCK TANK HEATERS 
Many members are using electric 

stock tank heaters and poultry water 
warmers. We have had several re¬ 
ports of very economical installations 
for this purpose especially where the 
tank has been properly insulated. 

There are mainly two types of 
heaters—one is the submersion type 
and the other the floating or wafer 
type. A third method includes the 
installation of a single drinking cup 
such as the one on display in the co¬ 
op office. All three types are econo¬ 
mical and very satisfactory if proper¬ 
ly insulated and installed. 

Robert Rengel, a member northwest 
of Bloomington, used a submersion 
type last year in a standard stock 
tank insulated with bales of straw 
and boards so that his electric bill 
was very reasonable. The important 
thing for members to remember is that 
the purpose is not to heat the water. 
The electric heater simply makes up 
the heat which is lost to the cold air 
since the water is warm enough when 
it comes from the well. Therefore, 
the electricity used has no relation to 
the amount of water used but is in 
proportion to the amount of heat 
which can escape from the water 
while it is stored in the tank. 

Electric tank heaters are very 
economical when properly installed. 

SUBSTATION OUTAGES 
We have recently had each sub¬ 

station out of service for changing 
transformers or for the connection of 
new feeder lines. These were taken 
off during the night corn picking 
time, but others have been taken off 
during the daytime, at the suggestion 
of the Booster Committee. Cards 
have been mailed to each member no¬ 
tifying them of the time of the out¬ 
age. 

We find that in some cases after 
a long outage, when the current 
comes back at a time when many 
members are using a lot of power, our 
oil circuit breakers will not pick up 
all of the load at once. This caused 
some delay in restoring service es¬ 
pecially on our LeRoy substation No¬ 
vember 16. 

The suggestion was made by Mrs. 
Russell Harris offering to call her 
neighbors and ask them to disconnect 
their motors until we had the lines 
working again. This is quite a help 
and we suggest that any members 
whose line is out for an hour or more 
disconnect all refrigerators and other 
heavy loads until 10 or 15 minutes 
after the lights come back on. 

MOVERS PLEASE NOTIFY 
OFFICE AHEAD OF TIME 

For the last few years we have 
found that one out of 10 of our mem¬ 
bers move and most of these came 
during the winter months. If you 
plan to move please notify the co-op 
office previous to your move so we 
can tell you how to handle your last 
meter reading. 

Home Freezer Output Up 
Production of home and farm 

freezers is expected to top 125,000 
units this year, compared with 50,000 
units in 1946. 

NEWS FROM 
Southern Illinois 

Dongola, UL 

GEORGE ENDICOTT, 
Mgr, 

Fine Program, Free Lunch 
Planned For Annual Meeting 

The annual meeting will be held 

at the Dongola High School gym¬ 
nasium on February 21, 1948. A 
very fine program is being planned 
and there will be attendance 
awards made. Also, a free lunch 
will be served at noon. In keeping 
with the past policy of limiting 
lunches to individual families a li¬ 
mit of two, free lunches to a fam¬ 
ily will he given and all extra 
lunches will be paid for by the in¬ 
dividual. It is planned that the 
Pulaski and Alexander County 
Home Bureau will prepare and 
serve the lunches this year. 

In accord with the policy of the 
Board of Directors in providing 
its members with the very latest 
information for their guidance, a 
tenative list of nominees for the 
nominating committee was ap¬ 
pointed at the board meeting No¬ 
vember 10, and is being given at 
this time to you so that any com¬ 
ments may be made to these mem¬ 
bers of the nominating committee. 

The board appointed two regu¬ 
lar and two alternate members 
from each major county in which 
we operate and one regular and 
one alternate from Johnson Coun¬ 
ty as this county is served by two 
cooperatives. Pope County, in 
which we have some line is being 
considered as a part of Massac 
County for the purpose of the 
electing of directors and nominat¬ 
ing committee. 

The following names are the mem¬ 
bers of tenatively appointed nom¬ 
inating committee and will be of¬ 
ficially approved unless there are 
objections on the part of the mem¬ 
ber at the date for the official 
nominating committee members: 
Massac County, H. Bourland, Mil¬ 
ler City, and Homer Miller, Tamms, 
as regulars; Ray Miller, Tamms, 
and Verno Mowery, Tamms, as al¬ 
ternates; Pulaski County: Oscar 
Curt, Olmsted, and Steve Lampley, 
Villa Ridge, as regulars; with Ray¬ 
mond Mathis, Olmsted, and Henry 
Moreland, Mounds, as alternates; 
Union County: J. L. Winstead, Alto 
Pass, and Floyd Dillow, Dongola, as 
regulars; J. E. Wiggs, Buncombe, 
and Ira Lefler, Dongola, as alter¬ 
nates. 

Massac County: George Arnes- 
man, Metropolis, and Harry Bren- 
ningmeyer, Metropolis, regulars; 
J. B. Buchanan, Hamletsburg, and 
Harold Hunerkoch, Metropolis, as 
alternates; Johnson County: Joe 
Treat, Belknap, as regular. Calvin 
McGinnie, Vienna, as alternate. 

MERCHANDISE AVAILABLE 
We have pust received a ship¬ 

ment of 10-foot delux refrigerators 
which are available for members 
at request as well as two electric 
dish washers, one complete with 
electric sink and the other a dish 
washer cabinet only. We also have 
a few vacuum cleaners, water 
pumps, farm electric welders, elec¬ 
tric drills, electric clocks, electric 
motors, one-third, one-half, three- 
quarters and one H. P. as well as 
five and seven and a half electric 
hammer mills complete with mo¬ 
tors. 

Also, we have a complete line of 
flou rescent fixtures as well as regu¬ 
lar light fixtures and other wiring 
supplies. We still have, a limited 
supply of folding chairs available 
which we secured from the Sur¬ 
plus War Property which the co¬ 
operative purchased for its own 
use at the annual meetings. These 
are available at cost to organiza¬ 
tions that are in need of some ex¬ 
tra folding chairs. The price of 
these being $1.50 here at the co¬ 
operative office. 

PERSONNEL 

In keeping with the attempt of 
the cooperative to make service as 
quickly as possible to its members 
we have hired four additional em¬ 
ployees to form a second construc¬ 
tion crew so that the construction 
can be speeded up to the fullest ex¬ 
tent. These new employees, wiro 
went to work about November 1, 
were Charles Kiest of Dongola, 
Tom Miller of Metropolis, Glenn 
Gulley and Richard Baker of Don¬ 
gola. At this time poles are being 
delivered ahead of the construction 
crew which is now working on the 
extensions on the D and P sections. 

The Engineer has arrived on 

the- project and has started stak¬ 
ing. All those extensions two miles 
or less which the cooperative is an¬ 
ticipating building on the P-Sec- 
tion are being staked. 

It is hoped the crew can follow 
up with the staking the rest of 
the P-Section so that this opera¬ 
tion can be completed during 1948. 

Facts About REA Co-ops 

Since the advent of rural elec¬ 
tric power in our southern Illinois 
territory under the REA set up, 
in fact, since the establishment of 
the Rural Electric Administration 
in 1935, there has been much mis¬ 
leading propaganda relative to its 
functions and operations. Particu¬ 
larly is this true in the full page 
advertisements of the private util¬ 
ities from which the individual 
would and does get the impression 
that they are the only “business 
managed” and “tax-paying” dis¬ 
tributors of electric power. 

We in REA Co-ops feel that the 
public has a vital interest in know¬ 
ing that though power interests 
point with pride to the fact that 

j “rates are lower”, they fail to in- 
I form that these lower rates have 
j been granted only since the advent 
of public power distribution—TV. 

I A.—which provided the competition 
and the yard stick by which the 
public could judge what were equit- 

i able rates. That is the reason for 
; a series of articles covering the 
, above topics relating to facts about 
REA and REA electric co-ops. 

What are REA Co-ops 
REA (Rural Electric Administra¬ 

tion) is an agency of the Federal 
Government set up by Act of Con¬ 
gress in 1935, to’make it possible 
for local groups of farmers and 
rural residents, through coopera¬ 
tive effort, organizing under their 
own state laws governing coopera¬ 
tives, to obtain electric service 
denied them by the established 
tion can be completed during 1948. 
private power companies. 

Because of inexperience of local 
farmer groups in the electric field, 
there was set up in REA, various 
departments, finance, engineering, 
rate schedule, legal and manage¬ 
ment, to advise the individual co¬ 
operatives in their problems. 

These local cooperatives are gov- 
ened by a board of directors elected 
by the membersip (in the local co¬ 
operative covering Alexander, Pul¬ 
aski, Union, Massac, and parts of 
Johnson and Pope Counties, every 
user of power is a member.) 

Through the board of Directors, 
the cooperative borrows from RFC. 
a government loaning agency, the 
full cost of establishing the system 
and the extensions thereto. Under 
the mortgage loan contracts ex¬ 
ecuted, RFC protects its interest 
by certain restrictions, chiefly in 
the field of construction costs and 
in the local rate schedule, to assure 
itself that revenue will be suffic¬ 
ient to pay off the loans. In all ex¬ 
cept the restricted details, except 
as further restricted by state laws 
and its articles of incorporation, 
the board of directors has full 
power to govern the affairs of the 
cooperative, employing a compe¬ 
tent manager and the necessary 
field and office force. 

Considering the fact that, after 
12 years of operation the financial 
standing of R. E. A. cooperatives, 
including our own, is sound, as 
will be shown by the next article, 
it must be conceeded that they have 
been soundly managed. 

The next issue will have “Are Co¬ 
ops Sound Financial Venture? 
What do they Cost the Taxpayer?” 

FUSTATS For Resale 
Since the change over from the 

regular type fuse to the tamper 
proof fustat which is in keeping 
with the National Electric Code 
requirements, we have been receiv¬ 
ing inquiries as to the p’aces they 
can obtain this new type, current 
limiting unit. In cooperation with 
the stores on our project, we are 
making available these fustats for 
resale by them to the members. 
If your local store in your commu¬ 
nity does not handle them, you 
may tell him that he can secure 
a supply from the cooperative of¬ 
fice and we will be glad to supply 
him. If your local store does not 
obtain them, you may get them 
through your cooperative office. 

For those individuals in the 
Unity-Hodges Park area, Hodges 
Store is now stocking these, and, 
in the Villa Ridge, the Villa Ridge 
Appliance Store has them available 
for sale. An attempt is being made 
to have the other stores on the 

project handle these so that they 

will be available for our members. 

Another Example 
Of What Co-ops 
Mean To Farmer 

Editor’s Note: The following let¬ 
ter, received by George W. Endicott, 
manager of Southern Illinois Electric, 
serves as additional dramatic testi¬ 
mony of what electric co-ops mean 
to rural America. 

Manager of Southern 111. Electric 
Dongola, Illinois 

Dear Sir: 

One has to be in southern Illi¬ 
nois during the harvest of fruit 
crops in order to realize the 
amount of hurry, work and worry 
there is at this time of the year. 

Everyone gets caught in the 
rush in some way or other . . .res¬ 
taurants are hard pressed for meals 
for the extra help in town. . . the 
community grocery store is busy 
slicing cold meats and necessities 
for the noon-day lunch for field 
help. . . . extra refrigerator cars 
must be switched and iced and 
made ready for shipment of fruit. 
Every truck and tractor is pressed 
into service. 

The grower has been Dusy for 
weeks getting things ready for the 
big rush. Picking bags have been 
put in order, ladders have been 
repaired, wagon and frames have 
been made ready for hauling fruit 
from orchard to packing shed. One 
of the most important things is to 
have the packing equipment in 
good shape so that it will not 
break down. The most cautious 
have a standby motor in case of 
motor trouble. 

One has to be a grower in order 
to know the agony one goes 
through when the power fails 
forcing 20 to 30 people to stand idly 
around a shed full of fruit that 
must be packed. 

In spite of all the preparedness, 
there still is the possibility of pow¬ 
er failure and that is just what 
happened to me and that is where 
the REA co-op enters the seasonal 
rush. 

One morning when the tempera¬ 
ture soared to 100 degrees, all mo¬ 
tors were running and loaded to 
capacity, and out goes a transform¬ 
er. This was my first experience 
of this kind and I was not sure 
just how long it would take to 
make this repair. I called the 
REA co-op office at Dongola and 
explained my situation. 

By two-way radio, the co-op con¬ 
tacted the repair truck and in less 
than one hour the truck drove ap¬ 
proximately 40 miles and made the 
repair. The next day when the 
load was heavy and the tempera¬ 
ture again around 100, the same 
thing happened. The same proced¬ 
ure—calling the office which .called 
the truck, and, within an hour,*- a 
new transformer had been hung on 
the pole and the grader was back 
in operation. When the interrup¬ 
tion occurred I was in the orchard, 
but by the time I reached the 
packing shed, the repair had been 
completed thus saving me worry. 

Service of this kind is certainly 
appreciated. Installing radio I am 
sure is a great aid to better service 
and I am also sure that other mem¬ 
bers as well as the co-op will bene¬ 
fit by the improved service. 

Thanks to the REA cooperative 
for its most satisfactory work. 

Very truly yours, 
Ralph H. Sitter. 

Farm Account Book To 
Be Offered To 100,000 
Farmers in Blinois 

“One hundred thousand Illinois 
farmers are being offered a new 
and simplified account book and 
farm management program for 
next year,” announces L. J. Nor¬ 
ton, acting head, department of 
agricultural economics, University 
of Illinois College of Agriculture. 

The new book is to be distribut¬ 
ed early this month through the 
offices of the county farm advis¬ 
ers. It will provide all of the rec¬ 
ords needed for income tax reports, 
farm management study and plan¬ 
ning and credit and annual net 
worth statements. 

“The major objective is to reach 
at least 100,000 Illinois farmers 
with simplified accounting and 
farm management information 
that will help them improve the 
organization and operation of their 
farms to the end that the long-time 
level of farm security and family 
living may be raised.” Norton said. 

Probably 50 or 60 different spe¬ 
cies of fungi are concerned in the 
rotting of various fruits after they 
are harvested. 
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1,200 Pack Breese Gym For Annual Meeting 
Farmer Needs More Information 
In Best Use of Electricity Says 
Regional REA Head George Dillon 

Speaker Urges Co-ops To Employ Power Use 
Advisers To Promote Efficient Utilization 
Better and more efficient use of electricity by cooperative 

members must be promoted by adding power use advisers to the 
staff of each electric cooperative in the country, George Dillon, 
regional head of REA's applications and loans division, told 
1,200 at the annual meeting of Clinton County Electric, in the 
high school gymnasium at Breese, October 31. 

" Definitely not a load-building program but one based on 
the need by farmers for information as to the best ways to 
utilize electricity, must be the motivation for the new power 
use program, Dillon said. 

“There is a close relationship 
between use of electricity and farm 
production.” Dillon pointed out. 
“Where power is put to efficient 
use, production soars and man¬ 
hours of labor required are reduc¬ 
ed. This increased efficiency is a 
vital part of the rural electrification 
progratn and the cooperatives must 
assume the responsibility for in¬ 
structing their members on how to 
apply this ‘great servant’ most eco¬ 
nomically and practically.” 

Dillon outlined the work that 
power use advisers might perform 
in aiding co-op members. He sug¬ 
gested that advisers compile and 
bring to the attention of members 
all information concerning new ap¬ 
pliances and equipment offered by 
manufacturers, organize meetings 
for demonstrations of such equip¬ 
ment, and carry forward a broad 
educational program involving 
safety, proper wiring, better meth¬ 
ods, and better planning for use of 
electricity. 

Dillon added that there is no rea¬ 
son why farmers should not have 
the conveniences that city dwell¬ 
ers have long enjoyed. He cited 
“running water” as one conveni¬ 
ence that should be available to 
all farm women. 

The regional chief pointed out 
long term planning is necessary so 
that farmers may be able to event¬ 
ually take the fullest advantage of 
electricity. He said that farmers 
today are using more electricity 
than it was ever believed they 
would and the load is growing 
larger. He mentioned “a wiring 
reinspection program” as part of 
long term program to assure the 
maximum use and efficiency of 
electrical appliances. 

Dillon urged the maintenance of 
the strongest type of management 
in order to safeguard the future 
operations of cooperatives which he 
said are still in their early stages. 
He added that electric cooperatives 
should work together as “they are 
all members of one big family.” 
He said it is also important that 
members of co-ops take part in 
their own affairs. 

The regional chief pointed out 
that co-ops today “are big busi¬ 
ness,” and that the 940 electric co¬ 
ops in the country did a $100,000,- 
000 business last year, a total 
which few industries could match: 

Dillon also explained capital 
credits and urged the adoption of 

PRESIDENT Vincent Albers 
presided and made significant re¬ 
marks. 

REGIONAL HEAD OF REA ap¬ 
plications and loans division 
George Dillon gave principal ad¬ 
dress at Clinton County Electric 
meeting. 

this plan which later won the af¬ 
firmative vote of the co-op mem¬ 
bers. He concluded by extending 
his congratulations to Clinton 
County Electric for the progress 
it had made and for its close coop¬ 
eration with REA. 

President Vincent Albers, in his 
remarks to the meeting, said that 
he was gratified that so many 
members were taking an active in¬ 
terest in the co-op’s affairs. He 
said that the board of directors 
and management welcomed con¬ 
structive criticism as they consider¬ 
ed it helpful. 

Albers listed six characteristics of 
a ‘good co-op member” including, 
“attendance at annual meetings, 
discussing policy with your trus¬ 
tees, reporting line trouble to the 
office, keeping brush and trees 
along your property lines cut, pay¬ 
ing your monthly bill promptly, 
and not expecting certain privi¬ 
leges which other members do not 
enjoy. We would have the best 
co-op in tlfe country if everyone 
followed these rules.” 

The president emphasized that 
those who have service must help 
those who do not have it, obtain 
it. He urged members to write 
their congressmen telling them 
what the “REA has done for you” 
and that 40 percent of the farmers 
of America are “still in the dark.” 

Albers said that the financial 
condition of the co-op was good, 
but that, in view of the present un¬ 
settled world conditions, it is wise 
to provide for “a rainy day.” 

In his treasurer’s report, R. W. 
Holtgrave pointed to the total re¬ 
payment on long term loan to REA 
of $107,006.75 which includes $25,- 
591.50 in prepayments as “a cush¬ 
ion of credit.” During the year, 
the co-op paid more than $8,000 in¬ 
terest on its debt. 

Manager Joseph H. Heimann, in 
his report said that the co-op has 
nearly reached its full growth and 
is now concentrating on revamp¬ 
ing the old system in order to meet 
the demands of the consumers. 
Manager Heimann said that this 

RE-ELECTED DIRECTORS of Clinton County Electric at the annual meeting of the co-op, October 
81, are, seated left to right, Vincent Albers, president; Fred Korte, vice president; Robert Holtgrave, secre¬ 
tary-treasurer; Ben Rensing, and Mrs. Myrtle Dierkes. Standing, 1. to r., Fred C. Fruend, Charles Pigg, John 
Vahlkamp and Co-op Manager Joseph H. Heimann. Mrs. Wilma Haake, not present for the picture, was 
the only newly elected director replacing Mrs. Grace N. Johnson. 

was necessary because the systefn 
was originally constructed to ser¬ 
vice 800 members using an average 
of 75 kilowatt hours per month. 
During the month of April, 1947, 
the average per month was 181 

{ KWH by 1525 members, 

i The reconstruction work will in- 
! volve turning off the power at cer- 
| tain times and will result in some 
I inconvenience to members, Hei- 
| mann said. He asked that the | 
I members be pattern and realize ; 
i that the rehabilitation work is be- j 
ing done to give members better I 
service in the future. The co-op’s | 
plans call for the rebuilding of 39 | 
miles of line during 1948. 

During the past year, the mana¬ 
ger said, 42 miles of single phase 
line serving 146 members, was con¬ 
structed and energized in addition 
to two new sub-stations and eight 

j miles of three phase line. The sys- 
I tem now has 591 miles of line : 
l bringing electricity to 1578. 

Heimann said the co-op had an [ 
| enviable record of area coverage j 
stating that only four farmers, who j 
have requested service, are yet to I 
be served. “There are still 130 
farms in the area without electri¬ 
city, but they have not asked for 
power. We hope during the next j 
year these 130 remaining farms j 
may be signed up so that at the 
annual* meeting in 1948 we can say 
that every farm home in this area 
has electric service.” 

The manager discussed outages j 
and ask for the cooperation of [ 
members in keeping brush and 

j trees trimmed which he cited as 
j the cause of 50 percent of the put- 
! ages. 

Other speakers on the program 
included, D. B. Bidle, safety in¬ 
structor, Illinois REA Safety and 
Job Training, who spoke and dem¬ 
onstrated artificial respiration; 

< Louis Wiedle, president of Clinton 
! County Farm Bureau, and State 
Coordinator A. E. Berker who 
brought greetings from the Associ- 

MANAGER Joseph H. Heimann 
had much to report on. 

DEMONSTRATING ARTIFICIAL respiration is D. B. Bidle, safety 
instructor, Illinois REA Safety and Job Training, who spoke on the im¬ 
portance of safety among co-op personnel. 

ation of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives. Rev. Elmer Holtgrave gave 
the invocation. 

Guests who were introduced in¬ 
cluded, W. H. Thien, and W. C. 
Douglas, president and manager, 
respectively, of Monroe Electric Co¬ 
operative; V. C. Kallal, manager of 
Southwestern Electric Cooperative; 
Herbert Downey, manager of Tri- 
County Electric Cooperative; Ever¬ 
ett Brown, representative of REA’s 
applications and loans division; 
Joan Cameron, assistant editor, A. 
D. Mueller, retiring editor, and 
William E. Murray, new editor, of 
ILLINOIS REA NEWS; and A. E. 
Puls, engineer with REA. 

The membership voted to amend 
the by-laws to enable hqlding the 
annual meeting between October 15 
and November 15; to elect directors 
for one, two, and three year terms, 
and to allow for the adoption of 
capital credits plan. 

Eight of nine directors were re¬ 
elected. They were, Vincent Al¬ 
bers, president; Fred Korte, vice 
president; Robert Holtgrave, secre¬ 
tary-treasurer; Mrs. Myrtle Dier¬ 
kes, Ben Rensing, Fred C. Fruend, 
Charles Pigg, and John Va\Ikamp. 
Mrs. Wilma Haake was elected to 
succeed Mrs. Grace N. Johnson. 

Entertainment was furnished by 
popular radio talent from Station 
KMOX. 

Becker Optimistic- 
(From Page One) 

“apparently sympathetic regard for 
rural electric co-ops” held by the 
six Illinois Congressmen whom he 
called upon in Washington includ¬ 
ing, Senators Scott W. Lucas, Way- 
land C. Brooks, and Representa¬ 
tives Everett M. Dirksen, William 
G. Stratton, Sid Simpson and Leo 
E. Allen. 

EXPLOSION ROCKS— 
(From Page One) 

diate assistance and loaned us the 

insulators ” 

Has High Praise 

Wolfe said that an emergency 

crew of 15 was rushed to the scene 

and worked all night and until 1 

p. m. the following atternoon ro re¬ 
store the station to use. He had 
high praise for the crew and added 
that they are “deserving of the 
thanks of the entire membership 
for the great job they did. ’ 

The explosion blew a hole in the 
ground 30 by 40 by 15 feet, and. be¬ 
sides depositing boulders and rocks 
on the substation, covered it with 
two-and-a-half feet of silt. No in¬ 
juries were reported, Wolfe said, 
and the flames from the pipe were 
quickly extinguished when automa¬ 
tic values in pipeline shut off the 
gas. The company owning the pipe¬ 
line had only recently installed the 
gas main. 

THREE-DAY COURSE— 
(From Page One) 

trical appliances in the farm home. 
T. H. Hafer, manager of Corn Belt 
Electric Cooperative, and chairman 
of the statewide’s Power-Use Com¬ 
mittee, will summarize the course 
at the concluding session. 

Professor Lehmann, Dillon, Ha¬ 
fer, Darr and Andrews, are mem¬ 
bers of the group arranging the 
course. Other membes of this group, 
are, Managers A. E. Becker, Men¬ 
ard Electric; V. C. Kallal, South¬ 
western Electric, Dean Searls, 
Adams Electric, and REA applica¬ 
tions and loan division field repre¬ 
sentatives Everett E. Brown and 
Fred E. McVey. 


