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FARMERS MUTUAL CO-OP 
SETTLES LONG DISPUTE 

WITH ILLINOIS POWER 
A dispute over distribution of pow¬ 

er in an area west of Annawan be¬ 
tween Farmers Mutual Electric coop¬ 
erative, Geneseo, and the Illinois 
Power Company, was amicably set¬ 
tled December 29 by an out-of-court 
agreement after the power company 
had appealed a decision by the Henry 
county court which was favorable 
to the cooperative. 

The agreement brought to an end 
litigation started last spring after the 
power company secured an injunc¬ 
tion restraining the cooperative from 
serving an area for which it had se¬ 
cured War Production Board appro¬ 
val and in which the power com¬ 
pany had built short extensions with¬ 
out notifying the State Commerce 
Commission or consulting WPB for 
approved use of war-restricted ma¬ 
terials. 

With all construction halted in the 
disputed area with the cooperative 
restrained by the court’s temporary 
injunction, an agreement was sought 
and obtained by the co-op by which 
the power company would serve the 
farmers already on its newly con¬ 
structed lines and the co-op would 
serve those on its lines pending the 
final outcome of the litigation. The 
agreement further stipulated that with 
the settlement of the legal aspects of 
the case, whichever won the decision 
would purchase the other’s lines in 
the Annawan area. 

At the hearing before the Henry 
county court, the court found that the 
co-op was not violating its precepts 
as a cooperative enterprise and did 
not qualify as a private utility and 
the injunction on the co-op was lifted. 

The Illinois Power Company was 
granted 90 days in which to file an 
appeal but it did not exercise its right 
to do so until shortly before this per¬ 
iod of grace would have ended, thus 
neither party could actually operate 
in the disputed area pending* the pow¬ 
er company’s right to appeal, nor af¬ 
ter it had entered its appeal. 

In reaching a settlement of the 
case out of court, the agreement of 
last spring between the company and 
cooperative by which each was grant¬ 
ed permission to continue service to 

(Turn to Page Ten) 

PERSONNEL CHANGES 
IN REA’S DESIGN AND 
CONSTRUCTION DIVISION 
A number of promotions and per 

sonnel changes were announced this 
month by J. K. O’Shaughnessy, chief 
of the design and construction divi 
sion of the Rural Electrification Ad¬ 
ministration. 

W. B. Bigelow, formerly regional 
construction engineer of Region 
has been promoted to assistant chief 
of the design and construction divi 
sion with direct supervision over Re 
gions 6 to 10 inclusive, and will, in 
addition, exercise supervisory control 
over the construction cost analysis 
section, the industrial power section 
and the inspection section. 

B. B. Winsett, recently appointed 
as assistant chief of the design and 
construction division, will have direct 
supervision over Regions 1 to 5 in¬ 
clusive, and over buildings and struc¬ 
ture section and the generation and 
transmission section. 

During the absence of Lt. Col. J. A. 
Derry, now in military service, R. E. 
Cole will serve as acting regional 
construction engineer. C. L. Schultz 
is assigned as regional construction 
engineer of Region 5 which comprises 
Illinois, Iowa and Wisconsin. 

Farm & Home Shows 
In Co-op Areas 

Sponsored by the Extension 
Service in Agriculture and Home 
Economics of the University of 
Illinois with the Farmers’ Insti- 
tue cooperation, the Farm and 
Home Show, called the “Gadget 
show” last year, will be held at 
the following places in areas 
where REA co-op members may 
easily attend: 

Feb. 5—Armory, Carbondale. 
Feb. 6—H. S. Gym, Vienna. 
Feb. 9—H. S., Shelbyville. 
Feb. 19—H. S. Gym, Watseka. 
Feb. 28—H. S. Gym, Wyanet. 
Mar. 1—Field House, Moline. 

Mar. 4—Comm. Hall, Cambridge, 
ington. 
Mar. 7.—Farm Bureau, Bloom¬ 
ington. 
Prizes are awarded for various 

gadgets displayed at these shows 
and 15 silver dollars are given 
each day for answers to a “safety 
quiz” on farm, safety rules. A 
number of REA co-op members 
have already won prizes for gad¬ 
gets submitted. 

Bigger And Better 
Show At University 

Curtailed during the war years be¬ 

cause of travel and other wartime re¬ 

strictions, the annual Farm and Home 
Show at the University of Illinois will 
be the largest and most elaborate in 
its history according to the Extension 
Service in Agriculture and Home 
Economics, sponsor of the show. 

Opening February 12 and extend¬ 
ing through February 14, the show 
will be held on the campus of the 
University at Champaign, Urbana. 

£ttKaiTMSIMW lStale Assodaiion Urges REA To Sef 
SMALL BUSINESS GROUP j "P Regional unices To Serve Co-ops 

To Wisconsin Meeting 

A gracious invitation to attend the 
annual meeting of Wisconsin Electric 
Cooperative to be held in Hotel 
Loraine, Madison, January 30-31, was 
received by the state board of the 
Illinois Association of Electric Coop¬ 
eratives. 

Pres. Robert Schweickhart named 
Director Everett Read of Jo-Carroll 
Electric cooperative, Elizabeth, as a 
representative of the Illinois associa¬ 
tion to be accompanied by A. E. 
Becker, state coordinator, and A. D. 
Mueller, editor of the Illinois REA 
News. Director G. Wayne Welsh of 
McDonough Electric cooperative, 
Macomb, also plans to attend. 

A direct-mail appeal designed to 
elicit public support in influencing 
Congress to compel cooperatives to 
pay income taxes has been launched 
by the Conference of American Small 
Business Organizations with head¬ 
quarters at 141 West Jackson Boule¬ 
vard, Chicago. 

Marked “personal” and addressed 
to “Dear Fellow Taxpayer,” the 
mimeographed appeal on the organ¬ 
ization’s letterhead stationery de¬ 
clares that the reason cooperatives 
did $10 billion in total trade last 
year was because “the Federal in¬ 
come law lets them escape, tax free.” 

Predicting that Congress will write 
a new tax bill early in 1946, the let¬ 
ter exhorts its reader to “make sure 
this exemption 'from taxation by our 
competitors is ended and that justice 
is restored.” This can be accomplish¬ 
ed, it argues, by all of the small busi¬ 
ness organizations working in unity 
and in haste, to get their story across 
to all members of Congress in time 
to influence tax legislation. 

Grass Roots Attack 
Mailed out under the date of De¬ 

cember 28, the letter reminded the 
“Dear Fellow Taxpayers” that Con¬ 
gress was in recess and that the 
members were at home where they 
could be reached personally for per¬ 
suasive talks urging revision of the 
tax laws to include cooperatives. 

But if it was impossible for the 
reader to see his representative in 
Congress personally, he was urged 
to mail an oversize postcard, in¬ 
closed with the letter, which carried a 
printed message headed, “Mr. Con¬ 
gressman, This Isn’t Fair,” under an 
artist’s conception of a typical main 
street showing a co-op building in a 
row of business houses. Over the 
row of buildings is a box reading 
taxpayers” with arrows pointing to 

all but the co-op headquarters. 
Asking the congressman if they 

are the forgotten men,” the message 
on the card goes on to insist that the 
small business men paid taxes rang- 

DAWES NAMED HEAD 
OF REA COOPERATIVE 

OPERATIONS DIVISION 
Appointed as chief of cooperative 

operations division, Frank A. Dawes 
of Hollister, Missouri, assumed his 
new duties early in January to suc¬ 
ceed T. J. Robertson who resigned 
before the holidays to enter private 
business in Craighead county, Ar¬ 
kansas, where he served prior to his 
appointment with REA as manager of 
the Craighead Electric cooperative. 

After a number of years in utility 
management positions, Dawes moved 
to Taney county, Missouri, on ac¬ 
count of an illness in his family, and 
there established a successful poultry 
and dairy business. 

With the coming of the REA pro¬ 
gram to Missouri, Dawes helped or- 

Reproaches Agency For 
Its Decision To Move 

Back to Washington 
A resolution urging the Rural Elec¬ 

trification Administration to establish 
regional offices throughout the coun¬ 
try to better serve the interests of the 
cooperatives and to effect a substan¬ 
tial savings in operations and con¬ 
struction work, was unanimously 
passed by the board of directors of 
the Illinois Association of Electric 
Cooperatives, meeting at Springfield 
January 16. 

Copies of the resolution were or¬ 
dered sent to Administrator Claude R, 
Wickard, to the National Rural Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Association in 

Washington, D. C. and to the mem¬ 
bers of the U. S. Senate and House 
of Representatives from Illinois. 

Passage of the resolution followed 
a discussion in which REA was re¬ 
proached for its decision to move its 

president. Later he was named co¬ 
ordinator, then construction superin¬ 
tendent and since 1941, he served as 
manager. He was active in cooper¬ 
ative affairs in Missouri and the 
Southwest, having been one of the 
incorporators and later Treasurer of 
the KAMO Generation and Trans¬ 
mission cooperative. 

ganize the White River Valley Elec- -   muVe ns 
trie cooperative and served as its first | headquarters from St. Louis where it 

was more advantageously situated in 
relation to the greater number of REA 
cooperatives. Nearly 70 per cent of 
the cooperatives now are compelled 
to spend substantially increased sums 
of money to send representatives to 
consult with REA officials, it was 
pointed out, and the loss of time re¬ 
sulting from increased travel and be¬ 
ing in less frequent touch with REA 
headquarters will hamper the coop¬ 
erative s program to the detriment of 
many thousands of farmers. 

It was conceded that setting up of 
regional offices by the Rural Electric 
cation Administration would not mak* 
service from the agency equal to what 
it was when the headquarters were i» 
St. Louis, but regionalizing would b* 
a step toward more efficient operatiorw 
state board members emphasized. 

Geneseo Co-op Case 
J. L. Shaw, attorney for Farmer* 

PRESS-TIME 
FLASHES 

President E. J. Stoneman of NR 
EGA heads the Buffalo convention 
program committee. Among the spe¬ 
cial events arranged thus far for the 
nation-wide delegates will be a visit 
of the three hydro-electric develop¬ 
ments on the Canadian side of Ni¬ 
agara Falls. This trip is being ar- 

who designated enemy targets during 
the war, will give a lecture on the 

ing from 25 to 85 per cent as their i atom bomb, its power and possibili- 
duty while the co-ops, the message ties. 

ranged upon invitation from the -    —. idimer* 
Hydro-Electric Power Commission of ^utua^ Electric cooperative at Gen- 
Ontario. Dr. Robert H. Montgomery, eseo’ rePorted to the Board on the 

insists, pay little or nothing in taxes. 
We ask you, as our Representative 

from this District, to see that the 
1946 tax bill requires full taxation of 
all co-op earnings, whatever they 
may be called, concludes the mes¬ 
sage. 

(Turn to Page Six) 

Senator Robert M. LaFollette, Jr., 
Wisconsin, has been named as 

outcome of litigation between the co¬ 
operative and Illinois Power Com¬ 
pany in which the two disputed a ter¬ 
ritory west of Annawan last year, 
resulting in the power company ob¬ 
taining a court injunction restraining 

members of a five-man subcommittee!^6 C°"op from saving its members 
to consider legislation for construe- i °n new^y constructed lines. 
tion of the St. Lawrence Seaway. The 
appointment was made by Chairman 
Tom Connally (Texas) of the Sen¬ 
ate Foreign Relations Committee. 

Vote To Take Illinois REA News 

m 
mi 

m 
^ - 

Attorney Shaw advised the State 
Board that the dispute had been set¬ 
tled amicably out of court by an 

agreement between the two litigants 
and that he felt the agreement, while 
not gaining for the co-op all that had 
been originally expected, was the 
most desirable way to end further 
costly legal action. 

A portion of Shaw’s fee for legal 
services had been previously assumed 
by the State Association and another 
portion is to be paid by the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion, an offer which was made by its 
president, E. J. Stoneman of Platte- 
ville, Wisconsin, at the state-wide 

1 1 tirn to °age Eleven) 

     
MEMBERS OF THE BOARD of Southwestern Electric cooperative, Greenville, who voted early in January 

to subscribe to the Illinois REA News for the more than 3,000 members of their co-op. From center left to right. ! 
Otis A. Harpster, St. Peter; Edward P. Ohren, Pocahontas; G. G. Pape, vice president, Edwardsville; Otto Henke, 
Staunton; George L. Bauer, Smithboro; L. C. Combe (attorney). Greenville; W. H. Koonce, president, Greenville; | 
Mrs. Henry C. Talleur, Edwarsville (hidden); Lem J. Miller, secretary-treasurer, Ramsey; Mrs. Rohe Eakin, 
V and alia; and Mrs, Fae W, Brown, office secretary. 

Several Annual Meetings 
Scheduled For February 

February is annual-meeting 
month for many of the REA co¬ 
operatives in Illinois and members 
are urged to read their co-op’s 
column in this issue for detailed 
information as to the time and 
place of their co-op’s meeting. 

It is not merely a privilege, but 
the responsibility of every member 
to attend the annual meeting of his 
co-op to give his loyal support to 
the manager and board of directors 
in promoting the successful devel¬ 
opment of cooperative enterprise. 
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DOCTORED 
INFORMATION 

Opposition to the expanding 
REA program, much of it orL 
ginating with the public power 
utilities, has taken on many 
forms and has appeared in a 
wide variety of disguises dur¬ 
ing recent months as those who 
would destroy cooperative 
power bend every effort to 
carry a false or carefully-doc¬ 
tored message to the people for 
the sole purpose of discrediting 
REA and all that it has done 
in the past ten years. 

Couched in smoothly word¬ 
ed “commercials” on several 
radio programs are references 
to “tax-paying electric com¬ 
panies” and their self-directed 
tributes to the “American way 
of free enterprise” with the in¬ 
ference carefully projected that 
REA cooperatives are, there¬ 
fore, un-American and non¬ 
taxpaying. 

Apparently through clever 
publicity agents these electric 
companies are feeding biased 
information to the representa¬ 
tives of radio and the press, 
gaining for their profit power 
cause broadcasting time and 
columns of newspaper space to 
tell a distorted story of REA 
and the cooperative program of 
rural electrification. 

Most of the attacks against 
REA have been soft-spoken 
denunciations of it, with the 
utility spokesmen more often 
resorting to “reasonable” argu¬ 
ments rather than to openly 
call names and throw mud. 
There have been instances, 
however, when this cloak of 
politeness was removed. Dur¬ 
ing the recent hearings in 
Washington before the sub¬ 
committee of the House Inter¬ 
state and Foreign Commerce 
committee such phrases as “un¬ 
holy alliance”—“Government 
by the worst of men”—and 
“ misbegotten Communism ” 
characterized the assault by 
utility representatives in dis¬ 
cussing the postwar program 
of REA expansion. 

These uninhibited attacks 
against REA serve to expose 
the real attitude of the private 
power companies and to make 
it possible to more correctly 
evaluate the real significance 
of recent proposals by the 
power utilities that REA co¬ 
ops continue to handle a limit¬ 
ed amount of distribution, pre¬ 
ferably far beyond the beaten 
paths of travel, and in return 
the power companies would 
maintain a monopoly on gen¬ 
eration and transmission. 

Since more than 90 per cent 
of REA funds has gone into 
distribution the* rwo- 

Tisne To Start Dusting by Ellis 

posal of the utilities that they 
have exclusive rights to gener¬ 
ation and transmission appears 
“reasonable” on the surface 
and their offer to REA coop¬ 
eratives that “you distribute 
the power—we ll generate and 
transmit it,” sounds logical to 
many who listen to their line 
of argument. 

These utility companies, 
however, do not come before 
the court of public opinion with 
lily-white hands. A brief re¬ 
view of the problem faced by 
REA cooperatives in seeking a 
fair wholesale rate since the 
inception of the REA program 
quickly dispels any illusions 
over the inclination of the pow¬ 
er companies to deal fairly and 
equitably with cooperatives or¬ 
ganized for the sole purpose of 
distributing electric power to 
the farms of rural America. 

Wherever there were op-* 
portunities to do so the public 
power companies, if they were 
willing to negotiate a whole¬ 
sale rate contract at all, estab¬ 
lished such a high rate as to 
make it prohibitive for a coop¬ 
erative to operate on a solvent 
basis. In many instances the 
power companies declined al¬ 
together to serve an REA co¬ 
operative. 

Not until the Government 
intervened to compel the pow¬ 
er companies to serve cooper¬ 
atives, or until REA genera¬ 
tion and transmission facilities 
were proposed or erected, did 
the power companies relent in 
their attitude and offer a 
wholesale rate low enough to 
permit a cooperative to oper¬ 
ate on a sound financial mar¬ 
gin. 

It seems to be an old axiom 
that those who hold a mono¬ 
poly are inclined to increase 
the price of their commodity 
to the level known as “all the 
traffic will bear,” and the pow¬ 
er companies have been no ex¬ 
ception to this common prac¬ 
tice. 

Let’s simplify the illustration 
and study it carefully: Sup¬ 
pose the only supplier of plow 
shares in a rural community in¬ 
sisted upon charging $15 to 
$20 for plow shares. The farm¬ 
ers either paid his price, or 
went without, with all the ec¬ 
onomic chaos the latter choice 
would bring about. 

After every effort had been 
made to persuade the plow 
share supplier to charge a fair 
price, suppose the farmers got 
together and built a blacksmith 
4}op and forge and made their 

own plow shares, charging 
themselves a price which would 
ultimately pay for the shop, 
only to discover that they 
could make plow shares for 
about $3. Anything left over 
at the end of the year, of 
course, they would distribute 
among those owners who pat¬ 
ronized the shop. 

Would these farmers be 
prudent and wise if their form¬ 
er supplier came to them with 
the proposal that if they would 
let him make all the plow 
shares, he would now sell them 
for a reasonable price? Would 
they exercise sound judgment 
to abandon their blacksmith 
shop on the strength of their 
former supplier’s promise that 
he would treat them fairly if 
they would cease providing 
themselves with plow shares 
and let him resume doing so at 
a smaller profit? Or would 
they be reasonable if they were 
somewhat skeptical of a pro¬ 
posal to return to monopoly to 
a supplier who had gouged 
them for every penny of profit 
he could get when he knew 
they were helpless to escape 
from his exhorbitant charges? 
The answer is so simple it 
hardly requires further discus¬ 
sion! 

To respond to the "reason¬ 
able” arguments of the public 
utilities would mean the return 
of a monopoly on generation 
and transmission to those who 
for years, have demonstrated 
the inclination to charge “all 
the traffic would bear” for 
electric service. It would mean 
the return of this monopoly to 
the same group who declined, 
unless a sure profit was prom¬ 
ised, to extend central station 
electric service into rural areas. 

If the current stream ot pro¬ 
paganda against the continua¬ 
tion and expansion of the REA 
program amounted to no more 
than erroneously conceived ar¬ 
guments, there would not be 
too much reason for concern 
on the part of REA members 
across the country. But the 
officials of the large electric 
power companies are present¬ 
ly making a determined cam¬ 
paign to throttle the future 
REA program through their 
attempt to curtail loan funds, 
and to destroy what now ex¬ 
ists by undermining the finan¬ 
cial structure on which it is so 
soundly based. 

It is foolhardy to regard 
such powerful opposition with 
indifference and apathy. Too 
many members now being 

Why Attend Annual 
Co-op Meetings? 

By Claude R. Wickard, 
REA Administrator 

An REA co-op is not just another 
power company. It is a mutual self- 
help enterprise owned by the rural 
people it serves. 

And the annual members’ meeting 
is of supreme importance because it is 
the one meeting 
each year when 
the rank-and-file 
owners are expect¬ 
ed and required to 
exercise their con¬ 
trol, to call for an 
accounting of their 
co -op business 
from the board 
and manager, to 
decide major pol¬ 
icies, and to choose by secret ballot 
which of their fellow members they 
want to entrust with the direction of 
their co-op business during the fol¬ 
lowing year. 

During 1944, the last full war year, 
about 74 per cent of all operating 
REA co-ops made attempts to hold 
annual meeting; of those, 82 per cent 
were able to hold valid meetings. Some 
co-ops have reported that their 1944 
meetings were the most successful 
held so far. 

But others have held no annual 
meetings for several years. They 
have generally done well financially 
during the war. There is danger that 
their boards and managers, lulled into 
a false sense of security because the 
war years were weathered without the 

benefit of active ^member control, 
might look upon annual meetings as 
merely a nuisance, or as an interfer¬ 
ence with routine. 

The annual meeting is not a frill 
to be slighted or permitted at the 
board’s pleasure. It can and should 
be the outstanding event of the co-op 
calendar, a high point on the co-op’s 
road of progress from which the mem¬ 
bers look back, to take stock of what 
has been done, and forward, to plan 
soundly for what lies ahead. 

Lack of member attendance at an 
annual meeting is not a tribute to the 
board and management, nor is it a gf 
sign that the members are completely 
satisfied with the way their co-op 
affairs are being conducted. Rather, 
it is usually a sign of apathy, of a 
lack of interest caused either by the 
failure of board and management to 
keep the members well informed about 
co-op affairs and co-op responsibil¬ 
ities or by a feeling that the cards are 
stacked against really democratic con¬ 
trol at annual meetings. The best 
member attendance is generally 
found in the best managed co-ops. 

No co-op can be sure of permanent 
success without enlisting the loyal, 
active, grass roots support of an in¬ 
formed membership. It is the duty of 
the board and management to plan, 
publicize and conduct annual meetings 
in such a way that the members will 
enjoy them and have full opportunity 
to exercise their rights of control as 
owners of the co-op business. 

served by REA cooperatives 
have, unfortunately, taken the 
position that they now have 
central station power—so why 
worry about what happens in 
the public utility industry from 
now on? That, however, is an 
extremely dangerous and false 
sense of security. It is primar¬ 
ily for those who now hold 
membership in an REA cooper¬ 
ative to assume the major re¬ 
sponsibility for the ultimate at¬ 
tainment of the REA goal— 
area coverage—a goal which 
is under vicious attack by the 
utilities who now belatedly in¬ 
sist that they are preparing to 
finish the job started a decade 
ago by the Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration. 

In their testimony before the 
sub-committee of the House of 
Representatives, officials of 
the power companies sought 
to show that REA has just 
about completed its job and 
they submitted statistics de¬ 
signed to prove that only $35,- 
000,000 is needed to wind up 
the cooperative program of 
electric power distribution 
across the nation. Wind it up, 
that is, according to the plan 
of the public power interests 
to ultimately dissolve the fed¬ 
eral REA agency. 

Representatives of REA and 
cooperative officials refuted 
these arguments by producing 
evidence to support a request 
for $550,000,000 in loan funds 
to permit REA to extend its 
planning over a three-year 
period, and to show that this 
sum, at least, is required to do 
the job which was postponed 
because of the war. Accord¬ 
ing to an unbiased survey com¬ 
piled by the Country Gentle¬ 
man and released by the Cur¬ 
tis Publishing Company the 
postwar job of extending elec¬ 
tric service to Illinois farms 
alone will require $9,807,000 

for line construction only; and 
an additional $38,571,000 will 
be required to complete the job 
of rural electrification in Il¬ 
linois alone, for a grand total 
of $48,378,000. The utilities, 
however, testified before the 
House sub-committee that only 
$35,000,000 was needed to fin¬ 
ish the job of electrifying the 
unserved farms of the nation! 
The Country Gentleman’s sur¬ 
vey, incidently, also reports 
that line construction alone 
(1,751,752 miles) required to 
carry electric service to the un¬ 
electrified farms of the coun¬ 
try will cost a grand total of 
$1,590,315,000. 

If further evidence were 
needed, it can be found in a 
recent survey by the Illinois 
Association of Electric Coop¬ 
erative Managers. This survey 
disclosed that the co-op man¬ 
agers estimate it will require a 
minimum of $29,000,000 to at¬ 
tain complete area coverage in 
the areas served by the co- W 
operatives in Illinois. With the 
steadily rising cost for mater¬ 
ials and manpower this esti¬ 
mation may conceivably be 
very modest. 

Only those who now enjoy 
the benefits of REA coopera¬ 
tive power can truly appreciate 
what it means to have electri¬ 
city on the farm. This is not 
a partisan political issue in any % 
sense of the word and REA 
has been singularly free of po¬ 
litical interference. The REA 
membership of this country 
and the potential membership 
from the unserved farms of the 
nation are now facing the most 
crucial test in the history of co¬ 
operative enterprise. This test 
centers entirely within the vot¬ 
ing strength of cooperative 
membership. It is not a mat-* 
ter of party politics, but it is a 
matter of cooperative politics 

(Turn to Page Fifteen) 
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Along tie Line 
in ILLIROIS 

WITH DAVE MUELLER 

What with the war over and the rush for Christmas gifts again this 
year, we understood way back in early December that Santa Claus would 
be busier than he had been in several seasons, so we hardly expected to 
catch the old gbntleman stopping long enough even to read the Illinois 
REA News! 

But, among his many other virtues, Santa has a discerning taste in 
literature, we discovered, and finding the old boy propped up behind his 
desk (one he had borrowed, of course, In Illinois!) we slipped up with 
camera cocked, and while he puffed away on his pipe, filling the air with 
great clouds of billowy smoke which matched his long beard and shaggy 
hair, we caught a shot of him. 

Not wishing to appear boastful or to draw too much attention to the 
quality of this publication, we modestly attached the following caption to 
the picture! 

Excellent Taste in Literature! 

Seriously, the Santa Claus pictured 
above was one of the busiest persons 
you can imagine. This gentleman 
made a total of 19 calls from De¬ 
cember 19 to January 9, filling some 
engagements one right after the other, 
racing from one Christmas party to 
another not in a sleigh and reindeer, 
but in an automobile. He created 
quite a sensation on several occasions, 
racing along the road with beard 
flying in the breeze, to make another 
appearance before an expectant audi¬ 
ence. 

If you’re wondering why Santa 
Claus should make a belated appear¬ 
ance in January, we'll tell you. It 
seems that at the Jones School Coun¬ 
try Club Party at Kilbourne, where 
REA cooperative electricity was 
brought ahead of schedule by elec¬ 
tricians working feverishly to wire 
the place, the job was completed 
and the line energized, only to have 
an epidemic of influenza break out in 
the community simultaneously with 
a sudden drop in temperature fol¬ 
lowing one of the heaviest blizzards 
of the winter. With roads blocked 
and most of the children (and adults) 
sniffling and wheezing, or actually 
in bed with flu, it was necessary to 
postpone the much anticipated Christ¬ 
mas party. 

But things of that nature are too 
important to children to just pass them 
over. When the word was passed 
around that the party had been post¬ 
poned, those who had planned the 
occasion for the youngsters really 
meant “postponed” and so, on the 
evening of January 9, by special 
arrangement with Santa Claus, he 
made his appearance, his best Christ¬ 
mas laughter booming through the 
rooms, and the gifts and sweets he 
had planned for the children were dis¬ 

tributed in customary Yuletide set¬ 
ting. 

There are some skeptics who still 
doubt the reality of Santa Claus, 
who scoff at the charming legend that 
he actually exists, but we know he 
is a real person who comes at Christ- 

1 mas time to gladden the hearts of a 
tired and weary world and to infuse 
people with a spirit of kindliness and 
good cheer. 

We know there is such a kindly 
old gentleman because Fred Darr, 
electrification advisor for Menard 

j Electric Cooperative at Petersburg 
actually saw him and let him use his 
desk while he was in town! 

Specifications Available 
For Farm Welder Outfits 

The National Electrical Manufac¬ 
turers Association, 155 East 44th 
Street, New York 17, New York, has 
announced the availability of the new 
NEMA publication N6. 45-105 en¬ 
titled, “Electric Arc-Welding Ma¬ 
chine and Electrode Standards" at 
75 cents per copy. 

These are new standards for DC 
and AC industrial type arc welders 
as well as the new standards (farms) 
for limited-output type transformer 
arc welders. The limited-output weld¬ 
ers are under 180 amps maxiuni weld¬ 
ing current and are rated differently 
than the industrial type both as to 
capacity and duty cycle. They are 
intended for intermittent use on farm 
lines. 

Vest Pocket Radios 
Pocket radios, designed to fit vest 

pockets or purses, are in production 
They use miniature tubes developed 
first for radar, the proximity fuse 
and other important war applications. 

NEWS FROM 
Rural Electric 

Divernon, 111. 

B. F. SNIVELY, Mgr. 

We wish to bring to the attention 

of our members and prospective mem¬ 
bers that there are only two ap¬ 
proved and qualified house wiring 
inspectors on the Divernon R.E.A. 
Project. Mr. Ray Shoup, who lives 
two miles west and one-quarter of 
a mile south of the Ball Township 
High School; and Mr. A. T. (Ted) 
Ford, wHo lives over near Taylor- 
ville, Illinois. These are the only two 
qualified inspectors that are doing 
any work at this time, so we would 
ask that if you have anyone else that 
reports himself as an R.E.A. house 
wiring inspector have them show their I 
credentials and if you are not satis¬ 
fied, call this office on the reverse 
to Divernon 19. Word was brought 
to us last week that some unknown 
person reported himself as a house 
wiring inspector, so do not let any¬ 
one enter your premises unless you 
know who he is and what he wants. 
All of you know your maintenance 
crew well enough, especially Bud and 
Erie, so it will not be necessary to j 
warn you in regard to any mainten¬ 
ance that you might have at any 
time that you call the boys. 

We are, at this time, working very 
hard to get things lined up and in 
order for your Annual Meeting of 
members which will be held in the 
Divernon High School Gymnasium on 
Monday, February 4, 1946, begin¬ 
ning at 10:00 A. M. The registration 
of attendance will begin at 9:00 A. M. 
We are mailing out post-cards to be 
returned stating how many are going 

to attend the Annual Meeting. This 
will be a reservation for your lunch. 
We will make reservations for the 
number of people that we have re¬ 
ceived the returned cards. There will 
be some very good prizes given at the 
drawings at the Annual Meeting 
and there will be a door prize 
which will be a Westinghouse auto¬ 
matic two-slice toaster which will 
be drawn at the close of the meeting. 
The other prizes will consist of: 
(1) Six months minimum bill (2) 
three months minimum bill (3) West¬ 
inghouse iron (4) One dozen assort¬ 
ed light bulbs (5) One-half dozen 
bulbs (6) One-half dozen light bulbs. 

At the last regular board meeting, 
the Board members signed the articles 
for $185,000 to build new extensions 
on different parts of the Project. All 
of the material has been in the hands 
of the engineers for some time and in 
a talk with them very recently, they 
said that they expect to have a con¬ 
tract let some time in February. 
We hope that it will be at a very 
early date and the price per mile 
that the contractor bids will be low 
enough to be acceptable by R.E.A. 
so that wTe will be able to get the 
construction work started without too 
much delay. 

Mr. Steve Gyorkos, who worked 
with us about two and one-half years 
previous to his going into the ser¬ 
vice on August 7, 1942, is back 
with us and started to work January 
2, 1946. We are sure glad to have 
you back again, Steve, and this is a 
welcome from the entire gang. You 
members out there in the. country 
will soon see quite a bit of Steve 
as he is going to be out with the 
maintenance and operations crew as 
soon as the weather conditions get 
broken up. 

Electricity is one of the safest tools 

with which we work, provided we 
follow a few simple rules on safety. 

1. Have all wiring, when installed, 
inspected by an authorized inspector 
to be certain that it meets safety 
standards. 

2. When a fuse blows, it is a 
sign that something is wrong—find 
out what caused it and correct the 
trouble. Be sure to disconnect equip¬ 
ment before working on it. 

3. Always remember to replace a 
blown fuse only with a fuse—trouble 
may be caused if you use anything 
else. The fuse is the “safety valve" 
of your electric system. To change 
one, turn off the current at the main 
switch, remove the fuse, and replace 
it with a new fuse of the proper 
size. Close the main switch. 

4. Do not touch any exposed 
wires unless you are sure that the 
current is turned off. 

5. Never touch a wire that has 
fallen to the ground. If you see any¬ 
thing wrong along the electric line, 
call the co-op office. Remember that 
insulation on a wire is no protection 
against high voltage. 

6. Never pull a well casing near 
an electric line without arranging for 
the power to be shut off first. 

7. Never fell a tree near electric 
lines without arranging with your 
electric system to send an experienc¬ 
ed man to help. If the tree falls into 
electric lines, don’t touch the tree 
or any broken wires. 

Operating Report—December 31, 
1945 

Bills Rendered   2,076 
Total Sales   $10,712.84 
Average Bill    $5.16 
Kilowatt Hours Sold  .•..232,647 
Average Kilowatt Hours  112.06 
Miles of Line Energized   750 
Revenue per Mile    $14.28 

You’ve Asked for Transformers That Can “Take It!” 
That’s Why You’ll Be Interested in These Wagner Details 
Details! Yes, details make sturdy rural-line 
transformers. And not one detail can be 
slighted if the transformers are to provide 
long, dependable, trouble-free service. Here 
are just a few transformer details. You’ll want 
every one of them—and you’ll get these and 
HIGH-VOLTAGE BUSHING:=^  

In cover Is of heovy wet-process porcelain. It extends beloW 
the oil level to prevent danger of flashover Inside the tank In 
cose of abnormal surges. Edge of bushing opening in cover Is 
raised to prevent entrance of moisture. 

many more in Wagner Type HEBF Rural-Line 
Transformers. For a complete description of 
Wagner’s several types of rural-line trans¬ 
formers, ask for Bulletin TU-lC, and address 
your request to Wagner Electric Corporation, 
6462 Plymouth Avenue, St. Louis 14, Mo; 

INSULATING GUARD 
covert the high-voltage terminal to prevent bird interference. 

SOLDERLESS CONNECTORS- 
en high- and low-voltage bushings facilitate making line connections. 

COVER- 
made of heavy copper-bearing steel, Is circular In shape, 
with an overhanging flange to fit over the tank wall thereby 
making the transformer oiltight and weatherproof. 

generously large, Is provided In cover for changing high-voltage taps or to gain accest 
to the Inside of the transformer. 

GASKET- 
of composition cork,used to make on oil- and watertight joint 
between the tank and cover, Is cemented to the cover. 

OIL LEVEL- 
ls Indicated by a line which circumscribes the Inside of the 
tank. 

TAP CHANGER- 
ls provided to change voltage ratio. The dial Is lettered to 
designate the position of the taps os indicated on the name¬ 
plate. 

CORES AND COILS- 
especlally designed for rural-line service, are fabricated from 
carefully-selected materials to provide troublefree perform 
mance. The core is made up of nonaging silicon-steel lamina* 
tions which are electrically annealed after cutting. The coils 
are wound with liberally-insulated conductors with the end 
turns extra-heavlly Insulated to resist abnormal line disturb* 
ances. Coil leads and taps are brought out through pads to 
Increase the creepage distance between the leads and coll 
proper. 

-SUPPORT LUGS—, 
hav« standardized 
bolt slots and pole-bolt 
spacings for easy inter¬ 
changeability, and ar. 
proportioned to pro* 
vide generous dear- 
once between tank and 
pole. Each transformer 
has two sets —on 
opposite sides of tho 
tank. 

TANK FLANGE- 
is formed by rolling the top edge of the transformer 
tank. The rounded flange materially' increases the 
rigidity of the tank in addition to providing a smooth 

j® surface for the oiltight gasket used between the 
tank end the cover. 

  

ore mounted In the tank wall and ore easily 
removable in case of breakage. Changes for two- 
or three-wire connections are made on inside end of 
bushings,- 

STRAPS 
of flexible braided copper are provided for ground¬ 
ing the high-voltage winding and low-voltage neutral 
to the tank. 

ore designed to provide liberal creepage and flash* 
over distances. 

solderless-type, or. provided for grounding. 

Is made of rust-resisting copper-bearing sheet steel 
electrically welded. The bottom of the tank Is re** 
cessed to prevent damage in stock rooms. All tanks 
are pressure-tested for leaks. Three coats of paint " j 
ore baked an to provide a weather-resisting surface. 

are used on cH bolts to prevent loosening due to 
vibration or rough handling. 

BRACING 
of the element In the tank Is effectively accomplished by 
extending the bottom core-damps to the wall of the tank 
and bolting the upper core-damps to threaded pods 
welded to the Inside of the tank. 

NAME PLATE- 
easily read, Is located below the low-voltage bushings. 
It shows connection diagrams for use on series, multiple, 
or 3-wire service. 

Y44-4A 

Sales and Service Branches: ATLANTA 3 • BALTIMORE 18 • BOSTON 15 • BUFFALO 8 • CHICAGO 16 
CINCINNATI 10 • CLEVELAND 15 • DALLAS 1 - DENVER 2 • DETROIT 2 - HOUSTON 2 • INDIANAPOLIS 4 
KANSAS CITY 8 - LOS ANGELES 15 - MEMPHIS 3 • MILWAUKEE 2 • MINNEAPOLIS 4 • NEW YORK 7 
OMAHA 2 • PHILADELPHIA 8 - PITTSBURGH 13 - PORTLAND 9 •' ST. LOUIS 3 • SALT LAKE CITY V 

SAN FRANCISCO 3 - SEATTLE 4 - SYRACUSE 2 • TULSA 3 • WASHINGTON 5 

In Canada: WAGNER ELECTRIC AT LEASIDE, ONTARIO’ 

Fat rural electrification 
Wagner also manufactures a 
wide vatlety of electric mo¬ 
tors completely described in 
Bulletin MU-185, and sub¬ 
station transformers described 
In Bulletin TU-180. Other 
Wagner products include air 
brakes, brake lining, hy¬ 
draulic brakes, industrial, 
brakes, Industrial btake con¬ 
trols, NoRoL, and Tacho¬ 
graphs (recording speedome¬ 
ters), 
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NEWS FROM 

Southeastern 
Harrisburg, 111. 

A. F. LENTZ, Supt. 

New Years Greetings to all our 
members for 1946. 

In looking back over the past year 
we find some interesting figures as 
our report shows that on December 
31, 1944 we had 3824 members con¬ 
nected while our report shows De¬ 
cember 31, 1945 our membership re¬ 
ceiving service totals 4541, a net gain 
of 717 new services connected during 
the year. Deduct from that number 
106 services built by the contractor 
leaves a net gain of 611 services built 
by own force beside several 3 phase 
power banks and considerable relo¬ 
cating of lines due to mine operations. 

We are looking forward into the 
new year with optimism for steady 
continued growth, both in new mem¬ 
bers added as well as a heavy in¬ 
crease in total kilowatt usage all 
down the line. 

In traveling over our project we 
find a very healthy condition on the 
part of our farmers generally, in that 
they are using this bad weather to 
make needed repairs on farm machin¬ 
ery to be ready to start the spring 
work just as soon as weather con¬ 
ditions will permit in the spring. 

Another healthy sign we have 
noted is that folks are beginning to 
ask us about electric chick brooders 
for early spring chicks, which de¬ 
notes again that spring is not far off. 

New Appliances 
We are sorry folks but we do not 

have any refrigerators or electric 
ranges as yet but have been assured 
by Westinghouse Electric Mfg. Co. 
that these appliances will be coming 
through in the near future and we 
wish to make this statement that any 
of our members that wish to pur¬ 
chase any new appliance that you 
will write us a card or letter or note 
your desire on your meter card, we 
will list y©ur name, together with 
whatever appliance you are interested 
in and as these appliances come in 
we will take them according to the 
time they are listed on our records. 
Washing machines should be com¬ 
ing through before long, as well as 
types of small appliances. 

Electric Motors 
No J4 hp motors available yet as 

all the available production of small 
motors are going into new appliances 
and there is as yet no surplus for 
replacement of present appliances 
now in use. 

We do have a good stock of larger 
size motors, % ^P> ^ hp, 3 hp both 
ball bearing and. sleeve bearing, 5 hp 
sleeve bearing. This would be a 
good time to purchase that larger 
motor you have been needing. No 
priorities required. 

Tree Trimming 
Your cooperative crews will be 

down your road before long trim¬ 
ming trees and trying to get our lines 
in better shape before the lightning 
season this spring. If the limbs of 
your shade trees are in contact with 
our lines, it is a dangerous condition, 
both to the lines as well as to the 
trees themselves as the trees grow 
into line the electricity will either 
burn itself clear, thus damaging the 
trees or burn the line down, thus dis¬ 
rupting service. So we are sure that 
all our members will cooperate with 
our tree trimming crews to keep the 
lines clear of these limbs. They will 
do a neat job of trimming for you 
and which will also protect the trees 
as well as the lines. 

New Construction 
Our "C” section is expected to be 

built this summer consisting of some 
140 miles scattered over our entire 
8 county area. All materials are on 
order but poles are the number one 
bottleneck as no poles can be de¬ 
livered before May, which will mean 
that actual construction probably 
won’t be able to start before June. 

Our own line crews are still build¬ 
ing services as rapidly as weather 
conditions will permit. Transformers 
have been our bottleneck up to now, 
but they are beginning to come thru 
in small numbers and we have hones 

that before long now we will be 
able to get these items as fast as we 
need them. 

Yes, we are still accepting new 
applications and while we cannot 
promise how soon service can be 
built but if within Yi mile we should 
be able to get to them pretty rapidly. 

Well folks we have broken all rec¬ 
ords again for December which closed 
up the year 1946 in fine shape. If 
you have your early copies of your 
Illinois REA News you might glance 
through it and note the gain in mem¬ 
bership as well as all figures show 
new records each month and we pre¬ 
dict that at the close of 1946, we will 
have passed 5200 members receiving 
service. 

Vital statistics for December, 1945: 
Members connected  4541 
Members billed  4532 
Farm members billed   3451 
Non-farm members billed  566 
Commercial members billed  —191 
Public Bldgs 298 
3 phase members billed  26 
Miles energized  1193 
Average per mile  3.80 
Revenue per mile  $22.41 
Kilowatts purchased: 
C.I.P.S. Reading (30th-30th) 756,600 
Our reading (20th-20th)  746,100 
Kilowatts sold (20th-20th) ....611,409 
Line loss  18% 
K.W. Demand: 
Saline Substation  1122 
Benton Substation  324 
Galatia Substation    273 
Marion Substation 648 
Minimum bills      1883 
Minimum per cent  41.5% 
Total amount billed  $26,740.50 
Power bill  8,499.80 

NEWS FROM 

Western Illinois 
Carthage, 111. 

L. C. MARVEL, Supt. 

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS 
John and Leota Antoine 
Homer E. and Arietta Boyer 
J. W. Bryant and Nellie N. 
Lloyd and Ruth Clark 
Wayne and Elsie Clark 
Lawrence M. and Bernice Huston 
J. C. and Bertie Higby 
Harry and Mable Jobe 
Clarence and Lora Jingst 
Ina L. and Elbert W. Lambert 
Ralph and Eva Alice McIntyre 
Ella and Robert Oliver 
Frank and Bertha Smith 
Verna Scott 
Ed. and Lucy VanBrooker 
Jake and Blanche Waymack 

Operating Statistics 
December, 1945 

Miles of Line  554 
Number of Bills  1319 
Density per Mile  2.38 
New Services Connected  16 
Services Reconnected  0 
Services Disconnected  11 
Monthly Billing  $7,152.05 
Purchased KWH Energy 181,200 
Energy Sold KWH  147,812 

Construction Activities 
Twelve Member Service connec¬ 

tions were completed. 

Bids for a construction contract 
for the construction of our “C” 
section will be taken on January 22, i 
1946, at the cooperative’s office in 
Carthage. We are hoping that no 
unforseen delays will be encountered 
in the acceptance of a construction 
contract. 

We have about 190 applicants 
signed for service on the next sec¬ 
tion, which will be known as the 
“D” section. Anyone not having elec¬ 
tric service, and desiring to be in¬ 
cluded on the next build, should 
sign up without delay, as our list 
and maps are now being prepared 
and will be submitted within the next 
few months. 
1946 ANNUAL MEETING TO BE 

HELD FEBRUARY 5 
By the time you read this item 

in the “News,” you will have al¬ 
ready have received the notice of 
your Cooperative’s Annual Meeting, 
Tuesday, February 5, 1946, at the 
Masonic Temple, Carthage, Illinois. 
One of the main purposes of an An¬ 

nual Meeting is to elect the Cooper- j 
ative’s directors for the ensuing year. I 
The directors to be voted on by ! 
cooperative members at the 1946 \ 
Annual Meeting were selected by the | 
1946 Nominating Committee. Mem¬ 
bers of the Nominating Committee, 
and the areas which they represent 
are as follows: 

Mr. Kern Clover, Stronghurst— 
representing Durham, LaHarpe and 
Ft. Green Townships in Hancock 
County and our service area in Hen¬ 
derson County. 

Mr. W. F. Thompson, Webster, 
111., representing Carthage, Harmony 
and Hancock Townships. 

Mr. Claude Kiser, Sutter, 111., rep¬ 
resenting Wythe, Rocky Run, Wil¬ 
cox and Walker Townships. 

Mr. Joe Lewis, Niota, HI., repre¬ 
senting Appanoose, Pontoosuc and 
Dallas Townships. 

Mr. Glen Neff, Carthage, 111., rep¬ 
resenting Rock Creek, Sonora and 
Pilot Grove Townships. 

Mr. M. G. Dadant, Hamilton, 111., 
representing Montebello, Prairie 
Bear Creek and St. Alban’s Town¬ 
ships. 

Mr. Earl Jennings, Augusta, 111., 
representing Chili, Augusta and St. 
Mary’s Townships. 

A list of those persons nominated 
by the Nominating Committee, to be 
voted in as directors for the ensuing 
year, is posted at the Cooperative’s 
office. There are two other methods 
of placing nominations before the 
members; by petition or from the 
floor at the Annual Meeting. 

The 1946 Annual Meeting will be¬ 
gin in the morning, a noon-day lunch 
will be served the members, and the 
business meeting, a short entertain¬ 
ment program, and a worth-while 
address in the afternoon will com¬ 
plete the day’s program. 

New Electrical Equipment and 
Appliances 

The following members have in¬ 
stalled electric water hearters, re¬ 
cently: G. T. Taylor, Edward Sie- 
grist, Roy Eddington, Harry An- 
dressen, Frank Shepard, Harry Hays, 
C. A. Orum, Carl Hartweg, John 
Fleming. 

Roy Eddington, Frigidaire Electric 
range; Wendell Thompson, Quality 
Electric range; Willis Marshall, 
Quality Electric range; Mary Beeler, 
Deep Well Pump; Frank Shepard, 
Electric range; Roy Oakman, Norge 
Electric range; D. M. Matthews, 
Electrically operated water system. 

Mrs. C. E. Painter reports that 
she has the following electric equip¬ 
ment in use. When we receive reports 
like this, we realize that REA mem¬ 
bers have put electricity to far more 
uses, and much more rapidly, than 
it was ever expected they would. 

Electric range, Washer, Sweeper, 
Radio, Irons, Deep Well Pump and 
Water System, Toaster, Electric 
Pump for Livestock Water, Grinding 
and Buffing Machine, Sufficient light¬ 
ing in poultry house, barn, corn crib, 
garage, house and farm yard. 

SPECIAL NOTICE 
To REA Members In Nauvoo Area 

The Nauvoo Light and Power 
Company has engaged the services of 
an experienced electrician. Any of our 
members needing the services of such 
a person, in case of trouble in their 
house circuits, or in case of failure 
of any of their electrically operated 
equipment, should call the Nauvoo 
Light and Power Company, Nauvoo, 
Illinois. This electrician will also be 
able to re-wire small motors, such as 
refrigerator and small grinding motors, 
thus saving the expense of sending 
motors into the factory for repair. 

Thi snotice applies only to cases of 
trouble in an individual member’s 
own service, that our linemen have 
never taken care of in the past. 
Members should continue to call the 
Cooperative office in Carthage— 
Telephone 84—reporting all line 
trouble and service interruptions 
PROMPTLY. 

•Wallpaper Stains 
Ink stains on wallpaper can be 

removed with a solution consisting 
of equal parts of hydrogen peroxide 
and ammonia. 

NEWS FROM 

Jo-Carroll 
Elizabeth, 111. 

FLOYD RUBLE, Mgr. 

We hope that this new year of 
1946 will be a very happy and pros¬ 
perous one for all the one thousand 
three hundred and four members of 
our Cooperative. Last year at this 
time we were bringing service to only 
678 members: that number has in¬ 
creased during the past year to 800 
members receiving service. We ex¬ 
pect to do big things during this 
year of 1946 so that next year at 
this time there will have been at least 
another 200 members who will be en¬ 
joying the use of electricity on their 
farms. 

★ * * 

Welcome New Members 
Pleasant View School, Walter 

Graham, Clerk, Galena. 
Clark W. McDearman, Savanna 
Zack Lanhan, Tenant on Albertus 

Ricke Farm, East Dubuque. 
Clarence Eadie, Hanover. 
Roy Diehl, Elizabeth. 
Wm. Bissikumer, Mt. Carroll. 
Frank Geselbracht, Galena 
Joseph Hulscher, Galena. 
Walter Click. Galena. 
Len Wiegman, Galena 
Wm. Eggert, Chadwick. 
Norman Buck, Galena, Forrest 

Curley, tenant. 
Mrs. Bertha Handel, Savanna. 

+ * » 

New Appliances 
Vernon Adolph, electric sewing 

machine. 
Wilfred J. Armstrong, hot plate. 
Donald Adolph, tank heater. 
Clarence Bahr, refrigerator. 
Virgil Bonjour, hot water heater. 
Frank Buckwalter, radio and iron. 
Arthur Busch, hot plate. 
Herman Daehler, water heater. 
Helmer Dittmar, range. 
Glenn Gill, 2 unit milking machine. 
Alvin Dixon, milking machine. 
John Groezinger, home freezer. 
Mrs. Bertha Handel, washing ma¬ 

chine. 
Ernest Katzenberger, pump jack, 

washing machine, iron. 
Leslie Kaufman, vacuum cleaner. 
Wm. F. Lundy, water system. 
John Miller, Jr., hot plate. 
Ross Potter, (this is the Ass’t. 

Bkkprs. pop again) washing machine 
and radio. 

John A. Reusch, GE room heater. 
Clinton K. Rowe, refrigerator. 
Harold E. Stiles, has wired his 

barn and hog house. 
R. L. Schubert, vacuum cleaner 

and automatic oil furnace. 
Wm. E. Smart, radio and refriger¬ 

ator. 
Elmer Spensley, tank heater. 
Richie B. Williamson, radio. 

* * * 

Operating Statistics 
KWH Purchased    124,440 
KWH Sold   88,701 
Connected members  799 
Miles Energized   393 
Density per mile  2.03 
Months of operation  66 
Total number billed  791 
Average bill  $5.80 

Honor Roll for December 
* * # 

The first 25 meter cards to be re¬ 
turned this month were from: Floyd 
Kearney, Arthur Busch, Elmer 
Plosch, Moonlite Gardens, C. R. 
Colehour, Ben H. Eden, John Cook, 
Ralph Hesselbacher, Wallie Roberts, 
Alfred Hamann, Wm. J. Costello, Ed¬ 
ward Stadel, Glen Virtue, Wm. Krug, 
Ivan McGinnis, Joe Reusch, S. C. 
Anderson, Wm. C. Cliff, Clayton 
McCoy, Herman Krug, Paul Dixon, 
Lester Dittmar, Fred J. Klopf, Sher¬ 
wood Willis and Mrs. A. M. Kelley. 

The first 25 members to pay their 
December 1st bills were: Elmer 
Plosch, Elizabeth: Ralph Groezinger, 
Elizabeth; Ben H. Eden, Stockton; 
John Cook, Elizabeth; Mrs. Joe Ditt¬ 
mar, Elizabeth; Bernard Berlage, 
Elizabeth; Joseph Haas, Elizabeth; 
Gotthilf Haas, Elizabeth; Albert Har¬ 
ing, Elizabeth; LeRoy Schubert, Mt. 
Carroll; Gus Berlage, Elizabeth; 
Clem Schreck, Elizabeth; Wm. 

Klopf, Stockton; Massbach Lutheran 
Church, Stockton; Massbach Luth¬ 
eran Parsonage, Stockton; Wm. 
Scheele, Scales Mound; George Heer, 
Hanover; Ivan McGinnis, Elizabeth; 
John Freeman, Hanover; Dale Free¬ 
man, Hanover; Nolah Parrott, Eli¬ 
zabeth; Russell C. Wills, Hanover; 
Wm. Kilpatrick, Hanover; J. Wal¬ 
lace Moore, Hanover; Wilmer Wur- 
ster, Elizabeth; and Raymond Heer, 
Elizabeth. 

High KWH Users 
Our heaviest farm users for th* 

month were: Donald Mackay, Mt. 
Carroll, 928; LaVerle Groezinger, 
Elizabeth, 810; Kenneth Schneider, 
Mt. Carroll, 684; Ben H. Eden, Stock- 
ton, 651; Harold W. Reusch, Eliza¬ 
beth, 620; Arthur M. Read, Elizabeth, 
589; Walter Schlichting, Apple Riv¬ 
er, 563; Wayne Merboth, Lanark, 
525; Raymond Bleakley, Elizabeth, 
516; Elmer C. Fink, Chadwick, 504; 
Wm. Scheele, Scales Mound, 474; 
Roscoe Boettner, Scales Mound, 459; 
John Rogers, Hanover, 449; Birkbeck, 
Brothers, Galena, 443; Lawrence 
Meyer, Elizabeth, 434; C. W. Pasch¬ 
al, Lanark, 433; L. C. Hesselbacher, 
Scales Mound, 429; Ben Rosenbery, 
Chadwick, 422; Art and Roy Schlich¬ 
ting, Apple River, 412; Ernest Sturte- 
vent, Mt. Carroll, 410; Emmett Petit- 
gout, East Dubuque, 400; Willis A. 
Hammer, Scales Mound, 398; Sher¬ 
man Daggert, Mt. Carroll, 392; Zella 
Corbett, Mt. Carroll, 380; Ralph Hes¬ 
selbacher, Elizabeth; 377; Glengary 
Farm Stables, Mt. Carroll, 374; Wm. 
Rayhorn, Elizabeth, 373; J. Wallace 
Moore, Hanover, 359; Henry Miller, 
Apple River, 349; Sophia Eden, 
Stockton, .347; Lester Dittmar, Stock- 
ton, 331; Louis Haug, Elizabeth, 371; 
August Siemen, Hanover, 325; Freece 
S. Senneff, Chadwick, 323; and Chas. 
LaDew, Chadwick, 312. 

• * * 

Outage Report 
During the month of December 

there were twelve outages as com¬ 
pared with eight during November. 
The rain, sleet and snow storm of 
Christmas eve was responsible for 
three of the outages, and another 
one was caused when the sub-station 
was cut-off to change out a trans¬ 
former. This change was made how¬ 
ever, after midnight and was accom¬ 
plished in approximately two and 
one-half hours. Three of the remain¬ 
ing eight were also for the definite 
improvement of service when portions 
of the system were without service 
for short periods of time while the 
voltage regulator on the south end 
was being adjusted. Two outages 
were corrected when the cutouts 
were refused and the remaining three 
were caused when the circuit breakers 
locked out. 

We- consider we were very lucky 
to have weathered the rain, sleet and 
snow with no more trouble than it 
caused us. We do however think 
that the following poem, taken from 
the REA Linemen and entitled “To 
All REA Linemen,” very appropri¬ 
ately describes the life of Chuck 
Youtzy, our chief maintenance linm 
man, and Bob Wand his assistant. 
This is how they spent their Christ¬ 
mas eve and part of Christmas day. 
He’s a-sloggin’ through the mud 
When it’s wet and dark at night. 
On a case of outage trouble 
’Cause someone’s lights won’t light. 

He’s plowing through a snow-drift 
At an early morning hour. 
So you can have your breakfast 
That’s cooked with co-op power. 

In wind and rain or cold or heat 
He takes ’em as they come, 
With Nature often at her worst 
His tough job must be done. 

So here’s to you REA linemen 
Wherever you may be, 
Whether out a-hiking co-op poles 
Or home with family. 

★ ★ ★ 
While we’re at it, let’s not forget 

our very competent construction 
crew. They’ve slogged through the 
mud and snow to bring quite a num¬ 
ber of our members service, so here’* 
to Alex (Schleicher) the foreman* 
and Alfred (Artman), Roily (Schlei- 

(Turn to Page Thirteen) 

+ 
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NEWS FROM 
Adams 

Camp Point, 111. 

DEAN SEARLS, Supt. 

r
 HONOR ROLL 

The following are members of 
our Cooperative who have used 
more than 275 KWH during the past 
month: 

Harry Sherrick, 876; M. Ray 
Ihrig, 856; Royal W. Jackson, 800; 
Edward Althoff, 773; Thomas D. 
Sorrill, 645; Earl Tenhouse, 622; 
Willis Shriver, 557; Duncan Bros., 

, 547; Ray Thyson, 525; Lewis Mit- 
telberg, 488; Lawrence E. Leen- 
erts, 471; Lloyd Pickinpaugh, 458; 
Mary Buhr, 457; Herman Heitman, 
454; Elmer Albsmeyer, 444; Albert 
A. Hillebrenner, 441; C. O. Thomp¬ 
son, 388; I. W. Johnson, 434; Henry 
Ihrig, 426; William Eifert, 425; 
Jacob Jacobsen, 421; Martin Sherrick, 
417; Menhard Buss, 413; Emil Sher¬ 
rick, 411; Sam Worman, 407; Hu- 

> bert Myers, 401; J. D. Blauser, 400; 
Edward Durst, 400; Anna B. Grubb, 
399; C. J. Bienhoff, 393; Ernest 
Peters, 388; C. M. Ridings, 388; 
Walter R. Thompson, 388; Tom 
Kirkpatrick, 381; Philip D. Balzer, 
380; Wm. D. Walkington, 380; Ar¬ 
thur B. Walford, 371; Roy Morton, 
369; Louis Flesner, 364; Harm H. 
Aden, 362; Robert E. Lawler, Jr., 
361; R. Wray McIntyre, 357; Victor 

I Aden, 355; Dr. Germann Farm, 352; 
Zelma Waner, 344; Mrs. Anna Wall, 
343; J. Roscoe Willard, 337; Harriet 
R. Ernst, 336; Harry Hertzler, 334; 
Walter Knorr, 334; Earl Dralle, 333; 
W. C. Bryan, 325; Fred D. Keene, 
325; Elmer L. Paxton, 325; John 
Sargent, 315; Alice B. Sterne, 314; 
Ralph McCormick, 310; John Las- 
well, 304; James H. Gunn, 302; John 
R. Roy, 300; Arthur C. Schutte, 291; 

1 R. P. Putnam, 288; Henry P. Aden, 
285; L. J. Rossmiller, 281; Frank 
Croxton, 279; C. W. Simon, 278. 

Commercial—350 KWH 
Liberty High School, 1282; Wheel- 

house Coal Co., 717; Geo. Kestner 
Store, 588; Harry H. Hertzler, 575; 
Green Lantern, 468; Ruth Miller, 
407; Cheney-Wright Co., 379; City 
of Clayton Water Works, 378. 

It's So Pretty 
For the past two weeks we have 

been living in an atmosphere of paint, 
turpentine, and furniture polish. We 
have stumbled through a maze of 
stepladders, canvases and desks in 
disarray. You guessed it! Our office 
has been repainted, and we think 
it looks very nice. Order has again 
been restored, and we invite you to 
stop in and see our newly decorated 
quarters. 

THANK YOU! 
We appreciate the cooperation of 

our members in reporting outages 
promptly. One morning recently Wal¬ 
ter Leenerts, northeast of Camp Point, 
stopped at our office and reported 
that lightning had struck two poles 
near his home. The poles were so 
badly damaged that they were not 
even safe to climb, so that pur line 
crew had to put in two new poles to 
replace them. 

Mrs. Don Walton and Harold 
Stabler called our attention to the 
low voltage on the system on January 
12. When we learned that the trouble 
was on the C. I. P. S. system its 
was unnecessary to send our own men 
out to restore service. . 

On January 8 we received calls 
from Lloyd Erke, Mrs. T. H. Wem- 
haner, and Mrs. Frank Steffen report¬ 
ing an outage on the extension north 
of Quincy. This outage was caused 
when some trees and brush were be¬ 
ing cut along the lines preparatory 
to moving a telephone line, and a 
tree fell across the. electric lines. 

May we take this opportunity to 
remind all those who would cut down 
trees to be sure that the trees will 
not strike the electric line. If you 
will notify the Cooperative in ad¬ 
vance, one of our men can be sent 
to assist in felling the tree so as to 
prevent injury to the workers and 

also possible damage to our lines, and 
resulting outages. Our crew of tree 
trimmers is now working on this 
project, so if you know of trees along 
our lines which need trimming, no¬ 
tify our office. Use the space for 
“remarks” on your meter cards. 

Perhaps there are other names 
which have escaped our attention. 
We wish to acknowledge them all 
with thanks. It is wide awake mem¬ 
bers like these who have helped to 
keep the service going so well. 

Read Your Meter Promptly 
At the end of each month we find 

that too many of our members are 
delinquent in sending in their meter 
cards. Again may we remind you 
to be sure to read your meter on the 
18th of the month, mark your card, 
and send it in promptly. We make 
every endeavor to get the meter cards 
out on time, but it is not possible 
for all members to receive them on 
the 18th. If you receive your card 
early, hold it until the 18th. If your 
card should be late, we would ap¬ 
preciate your reading the meter, 
marking the reading down and enter¬ 
ing the reading on the meter card 
when you do receive it. 

If, through error or loss of the card, 
you do not have a meter card, we 
will appreciate your sending the 
reading on a postal card. 

Please 
Do not send cash in payment of 

your electric bill. This practice 
proves unsatisfactory both to the 
member and to the Cooperative. 
Through error an incorrect amount 
is sometimes enclosed or coins may 
be lost in mailing. For example, dur¬ 
ing the past month we received a 
remittance for $3.61 from a member. 
When the letter reached our office, 
the flap of the envelope was open, 
and while the three dollars was en¬ 
closed, the 61 cents in coin was miss¬ 
ing. It was, therefore necessary for 
us to write to the member asking for 
payment of the 61 cents. 

A postal money order or a check 
is much safer if you wish to mail in 
your remittance. Also you have 
your cancelled check or money order 
stub as your record of payment. 

May we again remind you that 
the amount due is the TOTAL 
AMOUNT on the statement. This 
includes the 3% energy tax which 
must be added to each bill. 

DON’T MISS IT! 
The ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING of your Co-operative— 
on February 28, 1946. This is a 
red-letter day for you—your chance 
to see how your Co-operative is run 
and to have a voice in its affairs. 
At this meeting you will elect your 
Board of Directors to carry on the 
business of the organization for the 
coming year. Bring your wives to 
the meeting for they are interested 
in electricity too. 

Watch for further announcement 
of the meeting and details of the 
program in the next REA News, 

So Much Fun! 
Mr. and Mrs. James Carpenter and 

Marjorie were hosts to REA em¬ 
ployees and their families at sausage 
and pancake supper on Tuesday 
evening, January 8. Omer Kestner 
was the unchallenged champion of 
pancake eaters, and everyone great¬ 
ly enjoyed the warm hospitality of 
the Carpenters. Thanks Jim and 
Thelma! 

New Appliances 
The shortage of critical materials 

which go into the manufacture of 
electrical appliances has been some¬ 
what alleviated since the end of the 
war. Some new electric ranges, re¬ 
frigerators, washers, irons, and oth¬ 
er appliances are appearing on the 
market. Promises are that more of 
this kind of equipment will be avail¬ 
able in the near future. Let us 
know when you obtain new labor- 
saving, pleasure-giving electrcial ap¬ 
pliances and equipment. 

Below are the names of some of 
our members who have been fortu¬ 
nate enough to obtain new electrical 
equipment: 

Tank Hea*«r Victor Aden, Wm. 

Harvey Bowen, Walter Knorr, Ercil 
Robbins. 

Water Heater: Johnnie C. Dean, 
Walter Knorr, J. O. McNeff. 

Poultry Water Fountains: C. F. 
Bienhoff, W. R. Elliott, Mrs. Bessie 
Johnson, L. Roger Loos, Lena R. 
Meatheringham, Loran Robbins.' 

Furnace Blower: Daisie M. Baugh¬ 
man, Geo. H. Swaney. 

Heating Pad: J. L. Boling, Ralph 
Hussong. 

Furnace Stoker: Frank German, 
Warren J. Lewis. 

Washing Machine: Tommie Wal¬ 
ton, John Paul Young. 

Refrigerator: Carl Ufkes, Parker 
Unger. 

Miscellaneous: Oscar Boekhaus, 
Electric Mixer; Lewis Peters, Water 
System; Ernest W. Flesner, Roast¬ 
er Oven; Roy Orr, Room Heater; 
Emmett Shoopman, Electric Range. 

Welcome New Members 
We are happy to publish this 

month the names of some of our 
folks who have recently been con¬ 
nected after waiting so long for ser¬ 
vice. Our linemen are devoting all 
possible time not required for main¬ 
tenance service to the construction 
of new extensions. The building 
program is progressing in spite of 
disagreeable weather, and the labor 
and material situation which is some¬ 
what improved since the end of the 
war. Soon we hope to be able to 
add more names to this list. 

Members recently connected are: 
Ellis Kinder, Howard Dennis, Wal¬ 

do Post, Arthur Flesner, Fred Car- 
stens, Eiler Post, Henry Herrmann, 
Amos Nicolai, Mt. Sterling Metho¬ 
dist Church Parsonage, Morris Cha¬ 
pel, Henry H. Catron, Curry Chapel, 
Homer Powell, Walter Johnson, R. 
C. Martin, James Easley, Leon Rob¬ 
erts, Curtis Huffman, George Zoller, 
Cora Andrew Albert Rowbotham, 
Adam Koch, Harold Runkle, J. T. 
Utter, Henry Dicker, Mt. Zion 
Church. 

Voltage Regulation 
Many of our members, particular¬ 

ly those residing in the eastern sec¬ 
tions of our project, will be glad to 
know that a new .voltage regulator 
station is being installed'along the 
line south of Golden, and we expect 
to have it in operation by the time 
you receive your REA News. If you 
have noticed that your lights are less 
bright and that your electric motors 
seem sluggish at times, it is usually 
due to the heavy load on the line at 
considerable distance from the sub¬ 
station, and occurs during the “rush” 
hours when more people are using 
lights, motors, electric ranges, etc. 
The voltage regulator will help to 
maintain the voltage at a more near¬ 
ly constant level, so members who 
have been experiencing this incon¬ 
venience may soon expect better ser¬ 
vice. 

During the morning of January 12 
the voltage was very low all over 
the project. This was due to trouble 
on the C. I. P. S. transmission lines 
which serve our substation, and not 
to any fault in our own lines. When 
service on the C. I. P. S. system was 
restored to normal, voltage on our 
lines was also back to normal. » 

REA Party 
Directors and employees of Adams 

Electrical Cooperative, together with 
their families, enjoyed a holiday get- 
together when they assembled at the 
Camp Point Community Hall at 6:30 
p. m. December 28, for an Oyster 
Stew. 

In a setting made festive by a 
lighted Christmas tree and other hol¬ 
iday decorations, the guests enjoyed 
the pleasant informality and were 
generous in their praise of the oys¬ 
ter stew prepared by Omer Kestner, 
Jim Carpenter and Horner Myers. 

Following the supper the Board of 
Directors held a short business meet¬ 
ing. Mr. D. B. Bidle, Illinois Safe¬ 
ty and Job Training Instructor, fav¬ 
ored the group with a short safety 
talk and a sound film on safety prac¬ 
tices. Mr. Roy Sharrow, President 
of the Board of Directors presented 
Mrs. Elizabeth Jahn with an automa¬ 
tic 2-slice Toastmaster in apprecia¬ 

tion of her five years of service to 
the Cooperative. Mrs. Jahn left our 
employ in October to rejoin her hus¬ 
band, Louis Jahn, who recently re¬ 
ceived his honorable discharge after 
more than lyz years of service in 
North Africa and Italy. 

Those who were present at the af¬ 
fair were: Mr. and Mrs. Roy Shar¬ 
row; Mr. and Mrs. John Sargent; 
Mr. and Mrs. Horner Myers, Marilyn 
and Jim; Mr. and Mrs. Walter Frey; 
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Barnes and Bar¬ 
bara; Mr. and Mrs. George Voll- 
bracht; Mr. and Mrs. Roy McCas- 
kill; Mr. and Mrs. Glen Waner; Mr. 
and Mrs. Dean Searls, Paul and 
Deanne; Mr. and Mrs. Max Wein¬ 
berg; Mr. D. B. Bidle; Mr. and 
Mrs. Louis Jahn; Mr. and Mrs. Har¬ 
old Harkness, Connie and Carole; 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Beckman; Mr. 
and Mrs. Roger Baker; Mr. and Mrs. 
James Carpenter and Marjorie; Mr. 
and Mrs. Omer Kestner, Marcia, 
Mary and John; Miss Veta Kestner; 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kestner; Mr. 
and Mrs. Gerald Dempsey; Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Wilson and Helen; Mr. 
and Mrs. Everett Cookson; Mr. and 
Mrs. Francis Smith; Mr. and Mrs. 
Willis Johnson; Mr. and Mrs. Wal¬ 
ter Longlett and Miss Leora Long- 
lett; Miss Ethel Farlow and Fred 
Vollbracht. 

Best Wishes 
TO Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Rhea of 

Camp Point, who were married on 
November 27, 1945, at the Methodist 
Parsonage in Golden, by the Rev. 
Glen Sims. Lloyd is the son of Mem¬ 
ber Lee Rhea of Camp Point, and 
has recently returned from service in 
the South Pacific. The bride is the 
former Marian Farlow, daughter of 
Members Mr. and Mrs. Harold Far- 
low also of Camp Point. 

TO Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kestner' 
of Camp Point, who were married at 
the home of the bride’s parents in 
Gallatin, Missouri on December 15th. 
The new Mrs. Kestner was formerly 
Miss Sylvia Eads, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Irwin Eads. “Bob” is the 
son of Lineman and Mrs. Omer Kest¬ 
ner of Camp Point. 

TO Groundman and Mrs. Willis 
Johnson who were marrried Decem¬ 
ber 22nd in Maplewood, Missouri. 
Willis is the son of Mrs. Bessie 
Johnson of Coatsburg. Mrs. John¬ 
son is the former Myra Evans, daugh¬ 
ter of Mrs. Edith Evans of Camp 
Point, and a teacher in the local 
grade school. Both families are mem¬ 
bers receiving service from Adams 
Electrical Cooperative. 

TO Glenn Reichert and Doris Si¬ 
mon Reichert who were married on 
Wednesday, December 26, in the 
home of the groom’s mother, Mrs. 
Katie Reichert of Mendon. The Rev. 
Robert S. Schmidt of Liberty officiat¬ 
ed at the ceremony. Doris is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ernest 
Simon, members of our Cooperative. 

Electrical Equipment 
Makes Money on Farm 

(From Electrical Dealer, Dec. 1945) 
Electricity, at a cost of 18 cents, 

can replace one man for one hour, 
representing a wage cost of 64 cents, 
according to a study now being car¬ 
ried on at the Joseph Motz 160-acre 
dairy farm iii Trumbull County, Ohio. 
The research project is designed to de¬ 
termine where electricity makes money 
on the farm. 

Prior to the establishment of the 

project, the Motz farm did not have 
electric service. Consequently, time 
studies of farm chores were made be¬ 
fore electric service entered the pic¬ 
ture as well as following its installa¬ 
tion. In the first two months, savings 
of $17 57 was credited to electricity 
for tasks, which after the electric bill 
of $10.92 was paid, left a net operat¬ 
ing profit of $6.65. 

A total of 245 man-hours was saved 
during the first eight months use of 
electric power at a cost of $44.10 for 
energy. In other words, electricity 
was "hired” at a cost of 18 cents per 
man hour; therefore, electricity netted 
46 cents to the operation for every 
hour saved. 

NEWS FROM 
Wayne-White 

Fairfield, 111. 

OWEN J. CHANEY, Mgr. 
JaKmnuemum—KmaamBmmmaammmmmmtm&mmimmmmmi 

Board of Trustees 
President: J. Wess Barth, Cisne. 
Vice President: Harold Shepherd, 

Albion. 
Treasurer: L. M.'King, Mill Shoals. 
Secretary: Frank C. Gray, Sims. 
Evans Williams, McLeansboro. 
Irvin Yohe, Mt. Erie. 
G. O. Moreland, Norris City. 
George O. Deem, Geff. 
L. P. Dolan, McLeansboro. 

Manager 
Mr. Owen J. Chaney, Rinard, 111. 

Sixtieth Anniversary 
1886 1946 

The J. W. Barth Store at Enter¬ 
prise, owned and operated by our 
President, J. Wess Barth, has been in 
business at the same location in En¬ 
terprise since 1886. Enterprise is a 
small village located in the northern 
part of Wayne County. Before the 
automobile and truck days all of the 
merchandise sold by this store was 
hauled in from Cisne, Illinois, the 
nearest railroad station, by team and 
wagon and all of the farm produce 
purchased went to market the same 
way. Despite this handicap, the re¬ 
mark was often made during these 
early days that if you needed some¬ 
thing you couldn’t find at your own 
trading point, go to Barth’s Store at 
Enterprise and get it. 

We congratulate Mr. Barth for the 
long period of service that he and 
his father have rendered to the people 
of this community and trust that he 
will be able to carry on, in the future, 
as he has in the past. 

Interruption 
Broken Insulator: Line A600 service 

was interrupted from 3:00 to 6:00 
p. m. Insulator broken by rifle fire. 

Broken Insulator: Line C48 was out 
of service from 7:00 to 11:00 a. m. 
due to a broken insulator shot by 
rifle fire. 

Broken Insulator: Line C85 was 
out of service from 3:15 to 7:45 a. m. 
due to an insulator being broken by 
rifle fire. 

The above three examples copied 
from bur December Interruption Re¬ 
port are listed there to impress on the 
minds of our consumers the damage 
that can be done an dis done by un¬ 
thoughtful hunters. 

On the night of January 8th about 
11:00 p. m. we were notified that part 
of Wayne City was out of service. 
Two of our linemen went out to look 
for the trouble. After three hours of 
patroling and testing in a downpour 
of rain with no results, they called 
for help. Two more men went out to 
assist and a pole to pole patrol was 
started. After climbing several poles, 
a broken lightning arrester was 
found. 

This arrester showed two bullet 
marks and the transformer to which k 

it was attached showed three bullet 
marks. This arrester had evidently 
been broken some time the day be¬ 
fore, but did not cause any trouble 
until it started to rain. This outage 
not only cost your Cooperative sev¬ 
eral dollars to repair, but caused a lot 
of our consumers to be out of service 
for several hours. We urge all of the 
members of the Cooperative to take 
every opportunity to discourage this 
practice and feel that a word here 
and there, maybe to your own chil¬ 
dren, will eliminate a lot of this inter¬ 
ruption. 

In case of emergency call before 
8:00 a. m. or after 5:00 p, m„ call the 
following: For Carmi, McLeansboro, 
Norris City and vicinity, call Chalon 
Carter, Phone No. 123, Norris City. 

For all of Edwards County, all of 
Wayne County, Crossville, Galvin 
and Phillipstown in White county, 
call: Cloyd Musgrave 60M, Norman 
Davis 18F21 or Bill Fleming 11F23, 
all of Fairfield. 

Experimental work is being done 
on the use of fruit products in candy. 
Carriers of protein, such as cotton¬ 
seed flour, peanut flour and low-fat 
soy flour, are also being considered. 
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NEWS FROM 
Southwestern 
Electric Co-op 

Greenville, 111. 

V. C. KALLEL, Manager 

Telephone Numbers 
Bond County—Office 366 Green¬ 

ville. Before or after office hours or on 
Sundays or Holidays call Paul G. 
Morgan—796. Roy L. Walker — 
613-W. V. C. Kallal—379. 

Fayette County — 982 Vandalia. 
This telephone is still at Mr. Cole's 
home but will be moved to Maurice 
Ketten’s soon. 

Madison County—Ed Barnes, 1087 
Edwardsville. 

Operating Statistics 
Dec. 1944 

Miles Energized  975.44 
Rev. per mile  $14.99 
Connections    2,770 
Density per Mile  2.84 
Average Bill  $5.41 
Average KWH    115 
% Minimum Bills  23 
KWH Sold  308,408 

Dec. 1945 
Miles Energized  1,013.79 
Rev. per Mile  $17.72 
Connections  3,053 
Density per Mile  3.01 
Average Bill    $6.03 
Average KWH  142 
% Minimum Bills  21 
KWH Sold  420,227 

System Revision 
Much work has been done in the 

last year in an effort to plan a sys¬ 
tem of lines that will adequately serve 
all of the present membership and 
some additional 3,000 to 4,000 pros¬ 
pective members who will ultimately 
be served by your cooperative. As 
we now see it your cooperative will 
some day operate approximately 
2,500 miles of line and serve a mem¬ 
bership in excess of 7,000. You who 
are now receiving service are aware 
that at times the voltage is'low for a 
short period each evening. The orig¬ 
inal system was designed on the basis 
that the average member would use 
approximately 70-80 KWH per 
month. Instead the average monthly 
consumption for 1945 was 127. For 
the purpe I of revising the system we 
are estimating the monthly KWH 
consumption to be between 250 and 
300. 

This will require much planning in 
addition to what has already been 
done. An engineering firm is work¬ 
ing in cooperation with your own per¬ 
sonnel to plan the best possible sys¬ 
tem from an engineering and eco¬ 
nomic standpoint. The work itself 
will call for the relocation of sub¬ 
stations, the enlargement of some, 
and the addition of new substations 
as well as changing the wire size on 
some of the important feeder lines. 
All of this cannot be done at once for 
various reasons but will be spread out 
over the next few years as the num¬ 
ber of consumers increases. As far 
as it is practical the revision of the 
lines now in service will be done with 
the minimum of interruptions. In¬ 
terruptions of course, cannot be en¬ 
tirely avoided but we shall do our 
best. 

Your cooperative is fortunate in 
that most of the work in connection 
with the revision of the present sys¬ 
tem can be done with a minimum of 
additional funds from REA. Most of 
the costs will be covered by funds 
saved since the beginning of opera¬ 
tions in April, 1940. 

Much can be done by the members 
to alleviate the present condition of 
low voltage during the evening. For 
example, on many farms there are 
electric motors on the water pump, 
milker and cooler. Therefore, if the 
water could be pumped before milk¬ 
ing time and the cooler disconnected 
during the milking period, the load 
would be substantially lessened and 
the same amount of work accomplish¬ 
ed. This is only one way in which 
you as member can help until the lines 
are changed to give the adequate ser¬ 
vice to which you are entitled. 

Ketten Returns 
By this time many of the members 

in Fayette and Effingham counties I 

know that their lineman, Maurice 
Ketten, is back on the job after serv¬ 
ing in the Seabees of the U. S. Navy 
for 25 months. He was overseas 19 
months of this time being stationed 
on Guam, New Hebrides and Philip¬ 
pine Islands, and other points in the 
Pacific. He held the rating of Elec¬ 
trician's Mate First Class. 

Maurice says it will be only a 
short time until he will again be 
thoroughly familiar with the lines and 
will be able to reach most places via 
the least number of mud holes. Many 
members do not realize it but all of 
the linemen must not only know the 
roads on which the lines are located 
but must be familiar with all others in 
the area in order to reach a given 
place with the least amount of driv¬ 
ing and with some assurance of get¬ 
ting there regardless of road condi¬ 
tions. We are glad to have Maurice 
back with us again. 

“C" Section 

The "C” section refers to approx¬ 
imately 150 miles of line for which 
money has been allotted by REA. In¬ 
vitations to bid on the construction of 
the same were sent out to over 100 
contractors by your engineering firm 
in both December and January. Only 
one bid was submitted. Before a bid 
opening can be held at least three bids 
must be submitted. Your Board of 
Trustees has decided to try again in 
March to get the required number of 

bids. The reasons for not being able 
to get the bids are primarily: (1) 
the extreme shortage of material, (2) 
the uncertainty of the cost of labor 
and (3) some contractors have one 
or more small jobs and have encoun¬ 
tered so much difficulty in securing 
material .that they hesitate to bid on 
more jobs. We are sorry that this in¬ 
formation must be given to the appli¬ 
cants who are to receive service on 
the 150 miles of line but, at the same 
time, it reflects the progress of the re¬ 
conversion program in general. A 
nation does not recover from the 
shock of a World War in a day, a 
month, or even a year. 

CO-OPS ATTACKED— 
(From Page One) 

Supplies Home Addresses 
A_ second enclosure in the letter, 

smartly printed in red and blue, 
shows a map of Illinois divided into 
congressional districts and below, 
lists, the names and home-town ad¬ 
dresses of senators and representa¬ 
tives. 

A message below the list of names 
repeats the admonition to “talk to 
him (your repesentative) when he 
comes home,” and asks that the map 
be saved because it will be needed 
later. 

The letterhead of the small busi¬ 
ness group lists the president as Fred¬ 

erick A. Virkus, who signed the 
mimeographed letter. Virkus is listed 
as president of the Virkus Company, 
Chicago. 

Among the 36 listed as directors 
are William J. Petersen, executive 
secretary of Wisconsin State Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce: Dr. Herman B. 
Wells, president of Indiana Univers¬ 
ity; H. Barry McCormick, president 
of McCormick and Henderson, Inc., 
Chicago; D. V. Williamson, presi¬ 
dent, Williamson Adhesive Co., Chi¬ 
cago; A. L. Swanson, president, 
Swanson-Nunn Electric Co., Evans¬ 
ville, Indiana; and Hubert Garrecht, 
president, Klinke Bros. Dairy, Mem¬ 
phis, Tennessee. 

The full roster of directors and of¬ 
ficers includes names from New 
York to California and from Alabama 
to North Dakota, indicating a nation¬ 
wide representation on the board 
which claims to express the "deliber¬ 
ated opinion of delegates from or¬ 
ganizations representing 260 different 
lines of industry in 48 states, repre¬ 
senting an affiliated membership of 
over 600,000 small business con¬ 
cerns." 

At district meetings of REA coop¬ 
erative directors and managers in Illi¬ 
nois, this renewed agitation for in¬ 
come tax legislation affecting coop¬ 
eratives in general, was discussed at 
soem length and the misleading argu¬ 
ments in the direct-mail letter of the 

Small Business Conference pointed 
out. 

By phrasing words and showing 
the picture of a typical main street 
which indicated that only the business 
houses were taxpayers, the campaign 
for a revised tax law implied that 
co-ops do not pay taxes while in 
truth they pay large sums into local 
and state treasuries. 

Payment of “income” taxes by co-* 
operatives would be a double 
taxation, cooperative representatives 
pointed out since co-ops do not earn 
profits, their revenue being the re* 
suit of maintaining “standard" prices 
to avoid offering unfair competition, 
and excess revenue over operating 
expenses is retumd to co-op members 
as a patronage dividend. 

Actually, it represents the differ-* 
ence between the charge made at tht 
time of a transaction and the actual 
cost. The refund simply adjusts th« 
account of the co-op member to pro* 
vide him services or merchandise 
without profit. 

To charge income tax on this re¬ 
funding account of a co-op, and to 
tax the same money again when the 
member prepares his income tax re¬ 
turn, would constitute double taxa¬ 
tion on the same “income," once it 
was in the co-op’s account, later when 
it is in the account of the member. 

In 1943-44, certain REA coopera* 
(Turn to Page Eleven) 

ELECTRIC POWER CO-OPERATIVE MEMBERS 

LET'S TALK IT OVER 

Soon, you will make a decision . « . a mighty impor¬ 

tant one, too. You’re going to select cable for miles 

of power lines . . . lines that must carry sufficient 

power to serve, adequately, all the folks along the 

way. Not with just capacity enough to meet present 

requirements, but to meet greater power loads that 

will surely come in the future. 

You want all the facts, and here they are, about Alcoa’s 

A.C.S.R . i i . Aluminum Cable Steel Reinforced. 

Alcoa’s cable, familiarly called A.C.S.R., is a 

combination of high conductivity aluminum wires 

stranded around a high strength, galvanized steel 

center wire. Hundreds of thousands of miles have 

been bought in the past 35 years. The benefit of 

this long experience is available to you. 

If you want more information on A.C.S.R. for 

your proposed power line, Alcoa engineers will 

gladly supply it. Write ALUMINUM COMPANY OF 

AMERICA, 1876 Gulf Building, Pittsburgh 19, Pa. 

A.C.S.R. MEANS . . . Aluminum 
Coble Steel Reinforced. Alumi¬ 
num for high electrical conduc¬ 
tivity and steel for high strength. 

S.R. ON REA DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS GIVES YOU 

Low first cost with allowance for load building. 
High strength and loivest upkeep cost. 

. a 11A Q 
ALUMINUM CABLE Smi REINFORCED 
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Dairyman Finds Eleciricity s Best 

Attribute Is Its Dependableness 

MEETING PLEASE COME TO ORDER! 

Although his REA service has 
proved to be a great economy in the 
operation of his dairy farm, Russell 
Alexander of Donnellson believes 
that what he most appreciates is the 
dependableness of electric power. 

He was very pleased, he admits, 
to say good-bye forever to the exas¬ 
perating experience of trying to start 
a gasoline engine on cold mornings 
when he had enough other things to 
keep him busy. But more than once, 
he recalls, he devoted an entire morn¬ 
ing to getting the engine of his 8-can 
milk cooler started, or being com¬ 
pelled to milk his 24 cows by hand 
because the engine of his milking 
machine refused to start. 

After his farm was connected with 
the lines of Southwestern Electric 
cooperative, Greenville, Alexander 
switched over to electric power and 
he no longer gives a second thought 
to having a milking machine ready to 
operate or keeping his milk cool until 
the truck comes to collect it. The 
milk cooler simply stays cool all the 
time now and the milking machine is 
ready to go with the flip of a switch. 

It was a simple matter too, to com¬ 
pute the savings electric power effect¬ 
ed in his dairy business. Operating 
the gasoline engine on his milk cooler 
consumed an average of $9 to $10 
worth of gasoline a month; now he 
pays less than that for the electricity 
to operate his entire farm including, 
in addition to the cooler and milking j 
machine, a water pump, and a refri¬ 
gerator, iron and waffle iron, and 
radio in the house. As a matter of 
fact, an electric stove and vacuum 
sweeper are on order and Alexander 
figures they will more than pay for 
themselves over a period of time. 

No Wasted Milk Now 
Of all the economies brought about 

by electric power, the most signifi¬ 
cant one, Alexander thinks, is the 
savings in milk because his cooler 
operates so much more efficiently than 
it did when he started up the gaso¬ 
line engine morning and night to 
bring down the temperature in the 
box. 

From time to time in the pre-elec¬ 
tricity days, the dairy would reject 
a can of milk because it had not 
been cooled rapidly enough or be¬ 
cause it was still too warm by the 
time it reached the creamery. Dur¬ 
ing the spring of the year when 
many of the roads in the vicinity 
were impassable because of overflow¬ 
ing streams or deep mud, the milk 
truck often arrived late in the after¬ 
noon because the driver had to make 
a long round-about journey to make 
his collections. More than once, 
Alexander remembers, his milk was 
rejected and he lost both the cost and 
the profit on all of it, sometimes for 
several days at a time. 

"Those spring floods would sure 

swell the streams, but they sure 
shrunk my milk check!” he admits 
ruefully. 

A farmer rarely figures his time at 
so much an hour so Alexander has 
no idea how much it may have cost 
him in time alone to water his cows 
before he had electricity to bring 
water from the two wells on his farm 
directly to the barn and into the milk 
house. "I could always figure at 
least two hours just to haul water to 
those cows,” he estimated, "but the 
worst part was the drudgery of it— 
a fellow gets mighty sick and tired 
of lugging water for a bunch of thirs¬ 
ty cows, but you can't make milk 
without it!” 

To qualify for a certificate in the 
St. Louis milkshed and conform to 
the health regulations, it is necessray 
to have water in the milk house. 
With his electric pump carrying the 
water for- him, Alexander has an 
abundant supply with which to keep 
his milk cans and utensils washed 
and the floor flooded clean. 

"Electricity is a savings, there's no 
doubt about that, but if you ask me 

Members of the Central District of the state manager’s association found themselves depicted as counterparts 
to famous hilly-billy characters in the announcement received of the meeting held in Decatur on January 16. In 
the above artist's conception" of the meeting, Dave McKee of the M. J. M. co-op office staff has depicted 
Newton Elliot, manager of lllini Electric co-op. Champaign, presiding at the squaretable discussion conducted 
by Managers A. C. Barnes of the Carlinville co-op, T. M. Brady of Eastern Illinois co-op, Paxton; John Wag¬ 
goner of Coles-Moultrie co-op, Mattoon; V. C. Kallal of Southwestern co-op, Greenville; B. F. Snivley of Rural 
Electric co-op, Divernon; J. E. Hardy of Edgar Electric co-op, Paris; Lane Walker of Shelby Electric co-op, 
Shelbyville, and T. H. Hafer of Corn Belt Electric co-op. Bloomington. The above picture is not intended, how¬ 
ever, as an advertisement for the Orlando Hotel in Decatur. 

what’s the best thing about it on a ; that this Cooperative has been able | you should have been a guest. May 1 didn’t get here. We 
farm, I’ll still say dependableness!” 
Alexander insists. 

NEWS FROM 

Illinois Valley 
Princeton, 111. 

JOHN H. WOLFE, Mgr. 

to employ five men who have re¬ 
cently returned from'the Armed Ser¬ 
vices of the United States. Two of 
them, Lee Wilson and Charles Green- 

I back, were formerly employed by the 
Cooperative. At this time Lee is the 
foreman of the construction crew and 
Charles is also employed with this 
crew. Earl Ringenberg of Tiskilwa 
and Max Kasbeer of Princeton are 

appreciate his 

Project Statistics 
Total Billed  _..247l 
Total Billing  $14,698.52 
Average kilowatts per member  130 
Average bill per member  5.95 
Number of minimum bills  334 
Total miles energized  997 

Are You Moving? 
During this season of the year, we \ for us at home, 

have numerous moves and changes 
in members’ accounts to record on 
our books. It is very difficult to have 
our records correct at all times un¬ 
less we receive full information from 
those involved. If you are going io 
move, please give us the following 
details: 

Date you will move. Your final 
final meter reading. Name of new 
member who will occupy your place. 
Your forwarding address for mailing 
of final bill. 

If you are moving to a place al¬ 
ready serviced with REA electric 
service, please take your meter read¬ 
ing when you move in just in case 
we do not get the final from the for¬ 
mer user. Your cooperation will make 
our work much simpler and will be 
greatly appreciated. 

Your Cooperative Employs 
Ex-Service Men 

We are very proud of the fact 

your Christmas be as bright and thoughtfulness very much, 
nappy as you ve helped to make i We extend congratulations and 
ours- j best wishes to Mr. and Mrs. William 

This message was warmly wei- i Elmore wiio are the proud parents 
corned and we all want them to know of twin boys and girl babies, 
that their gratitude is very much ’ We were notified that Ralph Chat- 
appreciated. I terton has moved to Galva from the 

A great many members extended farm where he has used REA service 
season’s greetings on their meter for some time. In his letter regard- 
reading cards for which we thank ing this move, he states: "Thank you 

also working with this crew who are each and every one *>f them. j for the wonderful service we received 
engaged in the installation of new j In a letter from Chas. Hulstedt of wdiile a member of the REA.” 
lines and services to new members, j W^oodhull, wTe learned that he cele- !    i  
Herbert Christiansen is engaged in J brated his 70th birthday on Decern- ' A RADIO DINNER BELL? 
work connected with the maintenance ber 26th. Congratulations! j A device tested in battle soon 
and operations of existing lines. We | Earl M. Setchell states in a letter: S may invade the placid field of rural 
hope that all five of these men will j We have enjoyed the electricity on ' America. It is a "handie-talkie” radio 
enjoy their work with us and we 
want them to know that we appre¬ 
ciate everything that they have done 

BECAUSE HE CAN DEPEND UPON ELECTRICITY to be there 
ready to work for him when he needs it, Russell Alexander has switched 
from gasoline engines to REA cooperative power to operate his milk cooler 
and milking machine and he finds electricity cheaper. Here he is shown put¬ 
ting a can of milk into a cooler that "pays the co-op power bill on the whole 
farm" by saving enough gasoline with its electric motor to more than pay for 
all electricity supplied the farm by Southwestern Electric cooperative at 
Greenville. 

News Along The High Line 
A few days ago, Ronald t. Clark 

came in to pay his bill and remarked 
that he didn’t see how the men kept 
such good service on his line consid¬ 
ering storms of late. 

Advance payments of $50.00 each 
were made recently by Herman Wil¬ 
helm and Lawrence DePauw. 

On the night of December 11, our 
W3-2 line was put out of service due 
to the shorting of equipment caused 
by a fire at the Jack Frisk, Jr, home. 
We are very sorry and extend our 
best wishes to the Frisks. 

We wish to extend sympathy to 
families of Roy Schumaker and An¬ 
drew Ericson. Both Mr. Schumaker 
and Mr. Ericson passed away recent¬ 
ly. Also, sympathy to Mrs. Homer 
Morrison, our member, and Milford 
Jontz, our maintenance man and en¬ 
gineer, in the death of the father and 
grandfather, Ora Jontz recently. 

Congratulations to Marvin Turn- 
bull’s on the occasion of their 25th 
anniversary and to the Orlie Chil- 
berg’s on their 30th wedding anni¬ 
versary. 

A Christmas greeting was received 
by Mr. Wolfe, our manager, from the 
Wade McKeen's and the Cyrus 
Thompson’s of near Newark, Be¬ 
cause it was so unusual and appre¬ 
ciated so much, we thought perhaps 
they might not mind if we pass their 
message along to others. This mes¬ 
sage was written on a Christmas 
card: 

“Just a note of appreciation for 
your promptness in getting the elec¬ 
tric service connected up for our 
daughter and family. You would 
have enjoyed the excitement the day 
your men came and completed the 
job. We located our electrician who 
left where he was to have assisted 
at a funeral. Wade and Cy stopped 
their corn husking for the afternoon 
to help him. All worked frantically 
and by evening the home was brilli¬ 
antly lighted in time for the dinner 
she was giving for Wade’s birthday. 
It was a joyous occasion. We felt 

the farm and have had very good 
service since the line was put in. 

This article was seen in the Repub¬ 
lican newspaper of Princeton: The 
families of Cecil Krone and Art Mon- 

which officers used to communicate 
with headquarters a few miles back of 
the front lines. 

These midget sets, tuned to a per¬ 
sonal wave-length, may be used to 

son appreciate their Christmas gift of ! call farm workers to meals 
REA electricity. 

Robert Belcher sent a postal card 
from the hospital saying that he had 
been in the hospital since December 
14 when he was injured in an acci¬ 
dent with the corn picker. He wanted 
us to know what had happened in 
case his meter reading or payment 

in a way 
which might relegate the traditional 
dinner bell to the “way back when” 
era. 

Commercial production of lactic 
acid by fermenting the milk sugar in 
whey began in the United States in 
1935. ’ 

BACK FROM SERVICE 

MANFORD R. WHITE 

After serving 26 months as an in¬ 
fantryman in the Army, Manford R. 
White, who left his job as book¬ 
keeper at the Rural Electric Conven¬ 
ience cooperative to enter the service, 
was discharged recently with the rat¬ 
ing of Corporal, and is now back at 
his desk in Divernon keeping track of 
the figures on the co-op's operations. 

White was assigned to Camp 
Blanding, Florida, for his basic train¬ 
ing and served in the headquarters 
company payroll section. From Bland¬ 
ing he was transferred to Camp Gor¬ 
don, Ga., where for the balance of his 

miliary career he served as company 
clerk. 

A resident of Divernon when he 
left for service. White and his wife 
are temporarily making their home in 
Springfield pending the time when 
the housing situation Improves in 
Divernon to enable them to move 
there. 

A native of Pawnee, Illinois, White 
graduated from the Pawnee high 
school and accepted the job of book* 
keeper at the Divernon co-op on Au* 
gust 3, 1937, the day the first section 
of line was energize'1 
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Meat Freezing Time 
Means Careful Preparation in Preserving Meat 
For Fresh, Juicy Steaks Next Summer 

Cleanliness at slaughter time helps insure quality meat at serving time. 
Photo—courtesy University of Wisconsin College of Agriculture. 

This is the time of year when slaughter. Split the carcasses of beef, 
squeals and bellows of dying animals hogs, sheep or lambs lengthwise 
fill the sharp wintry air to herald the through the center of the back bone 
slaughtering season on many Wis- to speed up the cooling process. It is 
consin farms. especially important that pork be thor¬ 

oughly chilled before packaging for 
the freezer but it must not be per¬ 
mitted to freeze during chilling. 

Good quality beef and lamb should 
be “aged"—that means held in tem¬ 
peratures of 34° to 38° F. for 10 to 
15 days before cutting. The carcasses 
must be fat or they will “sour" rather 
than become tender. 

Standardized Cutting 
You will find it easiest to follow 

standardized cutting practices. The 
accompanying diagram shows the 
various pork cuts and their uses. 
Steaks, chops, legs, and rounds are 
best for freezing because they are 
the most tender cuts and have a high 
percentage of meat. Cut the meat 
for frozen storage exactly the same 
as for freslj meat but make the por¬ 
tions slightly larger to allow for 
shrinkage. A good slogan to follow 
when cutting a carcass is “Separate 
thick from thin, fat from lean.” 

You will want your cuts to be of 
proper size—both for freezing and 
subsequent cooking. Large cuts—as 
for roasts—dry out less rapidly but if 
one piece is between 6 and 8 pounds 
slow freezing may allow some spoil¬ 
age. It is better to limit the size of 
any one piece to 6 pounds. Best 
pieces of meat for freezing are: beef— 
roasts, steaks, pot roasts, ribs and 
boiling beef; pork—shoulders, hams, 
sides, loins, and trimmings; mutton or 
lamb—shoulders, rack, loin, and leg. 

Wrap Air Tight 
Use good quality paper and wrap 

carefully to keep air out. Tie pack¬ 
age with string or tape. Separate 
steaks or chops wrapped in one pack¬ 
age with a piece of thin wrapping 

And these are the days that you 
are so busy taking care of the meat— 
by canning, salting, smoking, and 
freezing. And in case you are a be¬ 
ginner in the art of freezing meat for 
home freezers or community locker ! 
plants, Prof. James J. Lacey, of the ! 
University of Wisconsin College of 
Agriculture, offers some suggestions 
that will guarantee savory steaks and 
roasts on your table for many months 
ahead. 

You cannot get choice roasts, steaks, 
or chops unless you have animals of 
good quality—that is, they must have 
plenty of fat on them. This is neces¬ 
sary to prevent “freezer burn” (exces- 
«ve drying). Thin hog carcasses will 
dry out in storage and thin lamb or 
iheep cuts will lack tenderness. The 
quality of your meat will depend on 
good feeding and good care previous 
to slaughter, for though freezing will 
preserve it will not improve the orig¬ 
inal quality of the product. 

Sanitation Necessary 
Be especially careful when killing 

the animal to prevent off-flavors and 
undesirable odors. Proper bleeding, 
scalding and skinning, and correct 
cleaning are all-important. Be sure 
to get rid of all the blood or it will 
putrefy the meat very quickly. A good 
“bleed" will eliminate blood pock¬ 
ets and prevent spoilage later. Wash 
and scrub the warm carcass with pure 
water immediately after killing, using 
warm water and clean cloth first, then 
a cold shower to remove the bacteria 
from the surface of the meat. 

If you have a home locker chill the 
meat thorouoMy immediately after 

Pork Cuts 
IMOJ? - CANNING 
MAN,M-SALT CURE 

T- FREEZE 

TRIMMINGS 
USE FOR SAUSAG: 

BACK 
ER FOR LARD 

CLEAR PLAT> 
USE FOR LARD 

S FRESH CHOPS 
ROAST OR 

MO SNIOKE AS 
QIAN BACON 

H OR SALT 
<E 

' HEADCHEESE 

HIND FOOT 
USE FRESH OR 
PICKLE 

HAM 
FRESH OR SALT AND 
SMOKE 

TENDERLOIN 
USE FRESH AS ROASTS 
OR CHOPS 

SIDE PORK 
USE FRESH OR SALT 
AND SMOKE AS BACON 

TRIMMINGS 
USE FOR SAUSAGE 
AND LARD 

SPARE RIBS 
USE FRESH OR SALT 
AND SMOKE 

PICNIC SHOULDER 
USE FRESH AS ROASTS 
OR SALT AND SMOKE 

A/FOREFOOT 
USCFHCSHOK 

—JOWL 
USE FRESH OR SALT 

AND SMOKE AS 
DMESQUARE 

paper so they may be easily separated 
before thawing. Label each package 
and mark it with the date of storage. 

Keep your home freezer about 0° 
F. and spread out the packages to be 
frozen as much as possible to allow 
the air to circulate and the heat to 
escape. 

For high quality meat, do not store 
in freezer for too long a time. The 
prescribed storage period for sausage 
and ground meat is 1 to 3 months; 
fresh pork, veal and fish, 3 to 5 
months; beef, lamb, and poultry, 6 to 
8 months. When taking packages 
from a locker plant, prevent thawing 
on the trip home by carrying them 
in a well insulated box and then plac¬ 
ing them in the freezing units of your 
refrigerator until you use them. 

From Freezer to Table 
The last step in bringing you a 

scrumptious meat course is proper 
thawing and cooking. All frozen 
meats may be put on to cook while 
still frozen or they may be allowed to 
thaw first. Never re-freeze thawed 
meat but cook as soon as completely 
thawed or it will begin to spoil. There 
is less loss of juice and flavor if you 
cook frozen meat without thawing, 
but you must allow extra time for 
cooking and cook at a low tempera¬ 
ture. Roasts require 15 to 20 minutes 
and steaks 10 to 15 minutes per 
pound longer than if thawed before 
cooking. Use any juice which drains 
from the meat while thawing in gravy 
or soup stock. 

SHORT CIRCUITS 
Around the Home 

By EDNA RITTER 

When making comforters for chil¬ 
dren’s bed, allow the top and lining 
to extend about 12 inches longer than 
batting. This enables one to tuck this 
extension under the mattress from 
where it is not easily kicked out. 

* * * 

When using oranges or lemons, 
peel carefully. Dry peel and put 
through food chopper. Place in jar 
or can and when a recipe calls for 
rind, it is all ready to measure. 

★ * * 

To cut hard boiled eggs without 
breaking the yolks, dip knife in cold 
water. 

* * ★ 

Wax painted walls behind stove 
and sink so grease and spots may be 
easily removed. 

★ * * 

Write the name and telephone 
number of those whom you call most 
often, paste on front cover of tele¬ 
phone book. 

* * * 

If your small daughter received a 
doll for Christmas which has a com¬ 
position head, arms and legs (which 
unfortunately become very sticky if 
washed) go over them with a small 
amount of good furniture wax. Then 
if they become soiled they can be 
wiped off with a damp cloth. 

♦ * * 

When dry bread accumulates, make 
it into dressing which is quite moist. 
Press into muffin pans, making a de¬ 
pression in the top of each with a 
spoon. Place in the hollow spot a 
spoonful of ground seasoned meat. 
Bake in the hot oven until done. This 
is a wonderful meat stretcher. 

Here is a system I use on wash¬ 
day, which I think is handy—When 
hanging the clothes up to dry, pin 
two pillow cases firmly (each with 
three pins) leaving one side open like 
a bag. When the wash is dry, place 
all small things like hankies, tie backs, 
wash cloths, and the like in one case; 
all sox, anklets, and hot pan holders 
in the other. When ready to fold and 
sprinkle the wash, you can easily 
remove the larger pieces without the 
small ones spilling out as they usual¬ 
ly do. 

Creamed cheese, with a little chili 
sauce or catsup added, makes a tasty 
filling for sandwiches. They are par¬ 
ticularly good with a hot drink. 

Switch Clickers 
Clever Things To Do 

By REA Women 

Let’s have some more Switch Click' 
ers from you Illinois REA women— 
a favorite recipe or a household hint. 
Include them in your pattern requests 
or send to Joan Cameron, Illinois 
REA News, Petersburg, 111. 

★ ★ * 

1, 2, 3 Pie Crust 
This is a never-fail pie crust. 
1 cup sifted flour 
2 tablespoons lard (heaping) 
3 tablespoons milk or water, 
Mix lard and flour till its crumbly. 

Add milk or water and mix well. 
Makes one large pie shell.—Mrs. 
A. L. Chester, Vienna, 111., Pulaski- 
Saline Electric Cooperative. 

* * w 

Household Hints 
Here is a hint about washing your 

tufted bed spreads. When hanging 
on the line put right side inside, 
thereby the rubbing together of the 
tufts will make them nice and fluffy. 
Also, avoid creases by changing posi¬ 
tion on clothes line while drying. 

These days when W
T
C are resource¬ 

ful with our fats and shortenings, 
those who do butchering at home 
can use ground cracklings which are 
free from rinds in rye bread, baked 
beans, and even cookies. They're 
good!—Mrs. Gust Soderberg, R. 1, 
Frederic, Wis., Polk-Burnett Electric 
Cooperative. 

Pattern List 
Pattern requests from you REA 

women are still flowing in rapidly 
which makes us very happy. Decem¬ 
ber was the peak month in the number 
of requests received. If you did not 
receive all the patterns you asked for, 
it was because we were out of stock 
at the time and rather than delay 
sending your patterns until our sup¬ 
ply could be replenished, we tried 
to make satisfactory substitutions. 
We are sorry about this, but appre¬ 
ciate your understanding. 

Send as often as you like and for 
as many as you like, but be sure to 
enclose a self-addressed envelop for 
every four patterns requested. Ad¬ 
dress Joan Cameron, Illinois REA 
News, Petersburg, 111. 

Children’s Toys 
Crocheted Jack and Jill 
Crocheted Lamb 
Crocheted Cock Horse 
Crocheted Cat and Kittens 
Terry Cloth Bear and Rabbit 
Daisy Daschund 
Lamb and Scottie 

These You Sew 
Slip Covers 
Cover for Kleenex Box and Knit¬ 

ting Needle Case 
Hat Trims 
Feminine Bedroom Accessories 
Gay Pinafores and Aprons 
Scallop Envelop Bag 
Checked Gingham Dickey 
Fitting the Tailored Suit 

These You Crochet 
Child’s Bib 
Baby’s Softy Bib 
Matching Cloche and Handbag 
Sailor and Bracelet Bag 
Lacy Doily 
Dinner Cloth 
Irish Edgings 
Edgings for Sheets and Pillow 

Cases 
Hot Plate Mats 

These You Knit 
Men’s Knit Quartet 
Boy and Girl Companion Sweater# 
Shoulder Bag and Belt 
Mitten, Scarf, and Bonnet 
Baby’s Scarf and Kimono 
Shawd and Bunting 
Shawl and Bunting 
Baby’s Sweater, Cap Set 
Baby Booties 

Good Homemaking 
Washing and Ironing Guide 
Mending Tricks 
Care of Home Furnishings 
Tips on Sewing Curtains and 

Draperies 
Selection and Care of Curtains and 

Draperies. 
Home-Made Valentines 
February Parties 
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The hunter's bullet grazed Harry’s tail and took off a whole handful 
of fur, 

Harry Busliwa Leaves Home But He 
Comes Back A Muck Wiser Squirrel 

Harry Bushwa wanted to run 
away. He was not happy at home. 
It was not that he didn't have a nice 
home or that Mama and Papa Bush- 
wa didn’t love him. Harry probably 
had the nicest home that any little 
squirrel ever had. It was a soft, cozy 
nest way up in the branches of the 
big cottonwood tree behind the Nich¬ 
ols house. 

And what a bounteous supply of 
delicious food the Bushwas had stored 
away for the winter,. Acorns from 
the big oak tree in the pasture, wal¬ 
nuts from the walnut tree by the 
barn, corn from the corn field, and 
best of all, the things that Nellie and 
Patty Nichols fed them every single 
day—crackers, pop corn, peanuts, 
bread crusts, and other goodies. 

Can you imagine why any little 
squirrel would want to leave a home 
like that? ‘Tm tired of this life,” he 
complained one evening to Mama and 
Papa Bushwa. ‘‘I want to live in the 
woods like other squirrels and leap 
from tree-top to tree-top until I just 
can't anymore. And I want to play 
with other little squirrels and live in 
a hollow’ tree instead of in a nest in 
the branches. I am going to the woods 
tomorrow.” 

"You are a silly little squirrel,” said 
Mama Bushwa. "How do you think 
you could live in the woods? You 
have no home there and no food. You 
could not stay alive for a week in 
this winter weather.” 

"Oh, yes, I could,” answered Har¬ 
ry, "I could find a hollow tree easy 
enough. And I have lots of friends in 
the woods who would give me nuts 
to eat.” 

“You are wrrong, my little Harry,” 
said Mama. ” Your friends would be 
$lad to have you visit them and stay 
for dinner once in a while, but they 
do not have enough to feed you 
every day.” 

"Well, then I would dig in the 
snow and find nuts and herbs and 
roots to eat,” retorted Harry. "I cer¬ 
tainly am not worried about that.” 

“You will be shot by a hunter,” 
predicted Papa Bushwa. "You do not 
know how to take care of yourself. 
Wait until spring when you are older 
and it is easier to live in the woods.” 

But Harry had made up his mind 
and nothing Mama and Papa said 
could change it. So the next morning 
bright and early he scampered away 
to the woods. What fun he had that 

day! The sun shone brightly and the 
pure white snow sparkled like dia¬ 
monds. His friends were glad to see 
him and they played tag in the tree 
tops all day long. 

But when the sun went down it be¬ 
came cold and the wind began to 
howl through the trees. All the other 
little squirrels went to their homes. 
But poor Harry had no home. 

Soon it grew dark and Harry was 
frightened. All night long he huddled 
and shivered in the branches of a big 
maple tree. The next day it snowed. 
Harry had to brave the storm to find 
a home. He found a hollow tree in 
the corner of the woods and all day 
long he searched for dry leaves and 
twigs to make his house comfortable. 
What a job that was! And still it was 

1 not very nice when it was finished. 
Besides, Harry was hungry. There 

were very few nuts on the ground and 
they were covered with snow. 

Then one day Harry heard a shot 
ring out. Looking through the trees 
he saw two hunters. Harry was a long 
ways from home. He ran as fast as 
he could. Another shot rang out and 
Harry felt a sharp pain. The bullet 
had grazed his tail and taken off a 
whole handful of fur. Harry kept go¬ 
ing and reached his tree without being 
shot at again. 

How unhappy poor Harry was! He 
was cold and miserable, hungry, a 
hunted animal, and worst of all, he 
was oh so lonesome for Mama and 
Papa Bushwa. He missed the farm 
yard and all the familiar animals—the 
cows, horses, dog, pigs, and chickens. 
And he missed Nellie and Patty, the 
nice little girls who used to give him 
such delicacies. 

“I can stand it no longer,” he 
mourned. So with his head hanging 
in shame, he went back to the big 
cottonwood tree on the Nichols farm. 
How good that big warm nest looked 
snuggled way up there in the 
branches. 

Mama and Papa Bushwa were glad 
to see Harry. They did not scold 
him. For Harry had said, "You were 
right. I should have waited until 
spring before I tried to live in the 
woods. I have learned my lesson. I 
do not think that I want to live in the 
woods anyway. I will build myself 
a nest in this tree next summer and 
stay right here where I am the hap¬ 
piest.” « 

Happy New Year, Pen Pals! 
How are all those New Year's res¬ 

olutions coming along? Did you re¬ 
solve to be more pleasant, cheerful, 
and willing to cooperate, to treat your 
friends better and try to like people 
that you don’t like, to acquire many 
new friends, to work hard in school 
and at home and to do your best in 
every task you undertake, to widen 
your range of interests with new hob¬ 
bies, sports, and books, to wake up 
every morning glad to be alive and 
to do some good deed every day so 
that others, too, will be glad that you 
are alive, and above all, to wear a 
smile on your face and have a friend¬ 
ly word on the tip of your tongue at 
all times? If you have, you will be 
rewarded by having a more pleasing 
personality, being better liked, and 
getting a lot more enjoyment out of 
living. Are you willing to- give it a 
try? 

Begin by writing a Pen Pal letter. 
Send it to Joan Cameron, Junior News, 
Illinois REA News, Petersburg, 111, 

* * » 

Gloria Reads All REA’s 
I am 5 ft. 3 in. tall, weigh 108 

lbs., have blonde hair and blue eyes. 
1 read all issues of REA News. 

My birthday is Feb. 25. I am 13 
and a freshman in high school. I have 
several hobbies, which I enjoy very 
much. 

I will answer all letters, so please 
write to me, Pen Pal.—Gloria Speagle, 
R. R. 1, Owaneco, 111. 

* * * 

Shirley Collects Pictures 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

News. I am 13 years old, about 5 ft. 
2 in. tall and have brown hair and 
blue eyes. I live on a 120 acre farm. 
I have two brothers and one sister. 
My hobby is collecting movie star 
pictures. My birthday is Aug. 25. 

I would like all Pen Pals to write 
to me. I will answer all letters.— 
Shirley Causemaker, R. 1, Atkinson, 
111. 

★ * * 

June Has Many Friends 
I am 14 years old, 5 ft. \yz in. 

tall, and have blonde hair and blue 
eyes. My hobbies are collecting pic¬ 
ture folders and picture postcards. 
Most of all I enjoy making friends as 
a hobby. I am a sophomore in Green- 
view High School. My birthday is 
June 29.—June E. Zessin, R. 1, Box 
5. Greenview, 111. 

* it * 

Ruth’s Dog Shakes Hands 
I am 10 years old and in the sixth 

grade. I am 5 ft. tall and have blue 
eyes, blonde hair, and fair complex¬ 
ion. I live on a 360 acre stock farm. 
I have a Guernsey calf and saddle 
colt and a dog. His name is Laddie 
and he likes to shake hands. My 
hobbies are reading and going to 
movies. I never miss reading the Jun¬ 
ior News and enjoy it very much. So 
Pen Pals, please write.—Ruth Cul- 
lins, R. R. 3, McLeansboro, 111. 

★ * * 

Goldia Likes To Read 
I am 10 years old, have dark brown 

hair and blue eyes. I go to a country 
school which has only eight pupils. 
I am in the eighth grade. My hobby 
is reading books. I would like to have 
some Pen Pals to write to me. I 
would answer them all for I like to 
write letters.—Goldia Bennett, R. 3, 
Broughton, 111. 

Has 15 Mo. Old Sister 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

News. I am 7 years old, have blonde 
hair and blue eyes. I have one sister, 
Frances Lee, who is 15 months old. 

My hobby is collecting movie star 
pictures and matcja folders. I have 
a pet cat named Bluey, I would like 
girls about my age to write to me.— 
Marilyn J. Hallford, R. 1, Box 6, 
Greenview, 111. 

* * * 

Do Your Part In 
Making Home Safe 

Do you want to be shocked? Of 
course not. Nevertheless, it will be 
wise for you to read these figures, 
shocking though they are, for they 
will make you realize the necessity of 
a continual campaign for safety on 
the home front. 

From Pearl Harbor (December 7, 
1941) to V-J Day (August 14, 1945), 
war casualties included 261,608 killed 
and 651,911 wounded. During that 
same period, deaths from accidents on 
the home front totaled 355,000, with 
36,000,000 injured .including 1,250,000 
cases involving permanent disability. 
These figures are given by the Na¬ 
tional Safety Council. 

Out of these home front figures, the 
■•oil of death by accident in homes 
alone is 118,000, and the number in¬ 
jured in homes is 17,500,000 during 
this time. 

Answer These Questions 

The Wisconsin State Medical So¬ 
ciety has prepared a list of questions 
which will suggest to homemakers 
some of the precautions necessary to 
avoid accidents in the home. 

1. Does your baby or small infant 
sleep in his own bed with blankets so 
arranged that they don’t cover his 
face? (25 per cent of accidental 
deaths among children under 5 years 
are due to asphyxiation.) 

2. Do you leave a pail of hot water 

where your small child may fall into 
it? Or leave him alone near a bath¬ 
tub of hot water? 

3. Do you turn the handles of pots 
and pans on the stove away from 
the front and sides so they cannot be 
pulled over by a youngster? 

4. Do you leave small children at 
home alone where they may be trap¬ 
ped if a fire should start? 

5. Do you keep kerosene, cleaning 
fluids and other inflammable materials, 
disinfectants, medicines not intended 
for internal use and other poisons, 
properly labeled, where only adults 
can reach them and so that they can¬ 
not possibly be mistaken for something 
else? 

6. Do you keep loaded firearms 
arounds the house? (30 per cent of 
fatal accidents between the ages of 
15 and 24 result from carelessness in 
handling firearms). 

7. Do you stand on a rocking chair 
to reach a high shelf? (42 per cent of 
accidental deaths between the ages of 
25 and 64 are due to falls.) 

8. Are your stairs a storage spac* 
for roller skates, laundry, toys, etc, 

9. Are the porch railings and win¬ 
dow screens in your home secure so 
that pressure against them will not 
lead to a fall? 

Southern Hot Bread 
Here’s a variation on the hot-bread 

theme—from South Carolina—that is 
just what you've been looking for. 
It's Southern spoon bread made from 
enriched corn meal. The vitamins and 
minerals used in enrichment make it 
doubly nutritious. 

4 cups milk 
1 cup enriched corn meal 
2 tablespoons table fat 

teaspoons salt 
4 eggs 
Mix milk and enriched com meal in 

top of double boiler. Scald and cook 
until mixture is a thin mush. (About 
5 minutes). Next add table fat and 
salt and fold in well-beaten eggs. 
Pour mixture into a greased baking 
dish and pop into a hot oven (400* 
F.) for 45 minutes. Serve hot. Makes 
enough for four or five people. 

Prospects for getting much mors 
black pepper in the immediate future 
are slight, according to the U. S. De¬ 
partment of Agriculture. During the 
past summer the United States im¬ 
ported 2 million pounds of black pep¬ 
per from India, none from the Neth¬ 
erlands East Indies. In pre-war years 
the average annual import was 60 
million pounds of black and white 
pepper. 

SHE’LL LOVE THESE SCHOOL GIRL FAVORITES 

Your school-age daughter will laugh at old Father North Wind if she 
is attired in either of these charming, wooly sets. Matching muff and bonnet 
or beanie and bag are schoolgirl favorites. The circular knit beanie has « 
patterned crown, the design of which is repeated in the base of the bag. Tht 
deep bonnet ties on with colorful velvet ribbons and matches the bow-trimmed 
muff. Complete directions for knitting these warm accessories may be ob¬ 
tained by sending a self-addressed stamped envelop to Women’s Editor, 
Illinois REA News, Petersburg, III. 
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REA Must Have Money! r CAN’T BELIEVE HE’S HOME AGAIN! 

Co-op Manager Believes If Congress 
Can Make Loans To Allied Nations It 
Should Provide REA With Ample Funds 

By GEORGE W. ENDICOTT, 
Manager 

Southern Illinois Elec. Cooperative 
Dongola, Illinois 

If we are to believe the statements 
appearing in many publications and 
in radio talks, there is currently more 
money available to cooperatives from 
the Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion that we know what to do with 
and it is sheer folly to continue ham¬ 
mering away at Congress to allocate 
additional funds for the development 
of REA lines. 

But these statements are entirely 
false! Whoever is responsibible for 
feeding the public this particular 
brand of propaganda is either seri¬ 
ously mistaken in the conclusions ar¬ 
rived at, or there is a deliberate et- 
tempt on the part of some interests 
to mislead the public concerning the 
actual financial situation in REA and 
the way REA’s finances affect the 
average cooperative. 

Last fall the Association of Electric 
Cooperative Managers conducted an 
impartial survey to determine exactly 
what are the needs of the Illinois 
cooperatives to complete area cover¬ 
age and to furnish service to every 
farmstead in their respective areas. 
In order that the readers of the Il¬ 
linois REA News may have the bene¬ 
fit of the facts uncovered by this 
survey, I would like to discuss the 
situation as its affects our cooperative 
here in Southern Illinois, a situation 
which may be very similar in other 
cooperatives throughout Illinois and 
the nation. 

Many Still Unserved 
One of the questions most asked a 

cooperative manager is, “when can 
you get a line built out to my place?" 
and while constructing new-lines is 
one of the major undertakings of a 
cooperative, it isn’t always possible 
to give a satisfactory answer to this 
question because of the uncertainties 
involving money with which every 
co-op must contend. 

Our particular co-op here in the 
southern end of the state operates in 
six counties and while probably one 
of the smaller co-ops in Illinois at 
the present time, it now has one of 
the largest proposed construction pro¬ 
grams underway of any of the co¬ 
operatives. 

In order to be able to complete 
this extensive building program, 
it will be necessary, in my judge¬ 
ment, for every REA co-op mem¬ 
ber, and all those who are wait¬ 
ing for co-op service, to know 
the facts and to voice their opin¬ 
ions to their representatives in 
Washington who can act upon 
the appropriation of needed 
funds. 

State-Wide Picture 
From the survey by the Manager’s 

Association, wa learned that the 
number of signed applications in the 
entire state for whom no allotments 
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have yet been made by REA is 19,- 
393, which will require 7,422 miles 
of lines to serve, at an estimated cos? 
of $8,250,000. 

The number of unsigned farms in 
the areas served by the REA co¬ 
operatives in Illinois is 46,438, or 
more than twice the number- who 
have paid their membership dues and 
are currently waiting for service. To 
reach all of the farms still unsigned 
in the co-op territories, another 15,- 
600 miles of line must be built at 
an estimated cost of $17,550,600. 

At the present time, according to 
the Applications and Loans division 
of REA, present funds available to 
Illinois cooperatives is only $1,500,- 
000, the greater part of which has 
already been committed and there¬ 
fore is not available for allotment. 

Affect On Cooperatives 
While the problems of the in¬ 

dividual cooperatives are not always 
exactly the same, they are very sim¬ 
ilar, and the problems of our co-op 
might be considered as indicative of 
the conditions existing today in re¬ 
gard to funds needed to complete the 
job the Rural Electrification Admin¬ 
istration was established to do. 

According to the Manager’s Asso¬ 
ciation survey, the money needed to 
build lines to service those now 
signed and waiting, range all the 
way from $68,000 for one coopera- 
ative, to well over a million dollars 
for another. In our own cooperative, 
we will require $155,000 to construct 
140 miles of line to reach over 400 
farmsteads. 

In the number of farms still un¬ 
signed, but potentially members of 
an REA cooperative, our co-op leads 
with 10,500, requiring some 1800 
miles of line at an estimated cost of 
$2,100,000. Our figures are consider¬ 
ably higher than the average for the 
state, which is in the neighborhood 
of 2000 per co-op still to be signed 
on over 700 miles or future line at an 
estimated cost of $800,000, but the 
problem for all the cooperatives is 
equally significant. Unless there is 
money available to continue line con¬ 
struction until all those farms have 
central station power, the REA pro¬ 
gram will have failed to attain its 
goal. And the American farmers who 
are entitled to electric service will 
not be connected to a line! 

Congress Holds Purse 
It is a popular misconception 

that the Rural Electrification Ad¬ 
ministration has almost unlimited 
funds for the development of 
rural lines. As a matter of fact, 
REA is primarily a service organ¬ 
ization, not a lending agency, and 
it can only supply money to its 
borrowing cooperatives if that 
money is authorized by act of 
Congress and made available to 
REA through established finan¬ 
cial channels. It Is, therefore, en¬ 
tirely up to Congress to see that 
REA is adequately supplied with 
funds to continue its program of 
rural electrification. 
In every cooperative office in Il¬ 

linois, as well as in other states 
throughout the country, more appli¬ 
cations for service are being re¬ 
ceived than at any time in the his¬ 
tory of REA. A great many more can 
be expected in the months and years 
ahead. At the present time efforts are 
being made to request from Congress 

$550,000,000 to be used over a period 
of three years for the development 
of REA electrification. There still 
seems to be considerable reason to 

doubt whether this sum will be made 
available. 

Just during the past several weeks 
the Congress of the United States ap¬ 
proved a loan of more than four bil¬ 
lion dollars ($4,000,000,000) to 
Great Britain to be repaid over a 
fifty-year period and without interest 
charges for five years. 'Similiar loans 
to other nations undoubtedly will be 
granted during the months and years 
ahead. 

It is probably altogether proper j 
that we should assist our gallant al¬ 
lies in a financial way, and if we 
don’t charge interest on our loan 
for five years, that too, may be justi¬ 
fied because of the sacrifices made by 
the soldiers and sailors of those na¬ 
tions who fought side by side with 
us against the common enemy. 

But without quarreling over grant¬ 
ing a loan to our allies, it still is 
worth asking why there should be any 
hesitation in the minds of our repre- j 
sentatives in Congress over making j 
adequate funds available through 
REA, TO BE REPAID WITH IN¬ 
TEREST, for the benefit of our own 
farmers, who did as much to help 
win the war as did anybody in the 
countries to which we now hand out 
money with a lavish hand. 

During World War I and after- 
w'ards, this country extended credit 
and made tremendous loans to our 
allies in Europe, and with the excep¬ 
tion of Finland, who made interest 
and principal payments regularly, 
every one of our debtor-nations failed 
to repay us or to show any indica¬ 
tion of wanting to make good their 
debts. 

The credit record of the REA 
cooperatives is far superior to 
these nations who borrowed from 
the United States. The coopera¬ 
tives are, as a matter of fact, a 
much better credit risk! In the 
nearly eleven years since the 
REA program was started, pay¬ 
ments on principal have been 
made by nearly all cooperatives 
with full interest payments, and a 
great majority of the co-ops have 
actually met their payments in 
advance, retiring their indebted¬ 
ness in advance of schedule! 

Certainly the co-ops are as 
much, if not a great deal more 
entitled to generous considera¬ 
tion by Congress and should be 
granted the funds required to 
continue their building programs. 
In my opinion, it is up to the rural 

people of America to make their 
wishes heard and understood by the 
members of Congress and to insist 
that REA be generously supplied 
with money for rural electrification. 
There isn’t anyone who is too busy 
to take time to write to his Con¬ 
gressman and Senator on a subject 
so important to his chances for get¬ 
ting electric service. 

I hope every farmer in our cooper¬ 
ative territory, and in those of the 
other co-ops throughout the State 
of Illinois who are on the line, who 
are signed up and waiting for service, 
or who hope someday to join a co-op 
and have service, will take time to 
write to Washington to insist that 
the REA be given adequate funds for 
its expanding program. 

LARAMORE and DOUGLASS, Inc. 
ENGINEERS 

Power Plants, Distribution and Transmission Lines 
SYSTEM STUDY SURVEYS 

327 South LaSalle Street, Chicago 4, Illinois 
REA FIELD OFFICE—154 North Market Street, Paxton, Illinois 

After 32 months with the United 

States Army Signal Corps during 

which he helped build 1000 miles of 

telephone lines in Australia,. strung 

battle communication lines in the Phil¬ 

ippines and New Guinea, and under¬ 
seas cable between islands in the Pa¬ 
cific, Cecil V. Brown of Greenville 
was delighted to shed his Army uni¬ 
form'* bearing the stripes of a staff 
sergeant, and resume the more peace¬ 
ful pursuits of a civilian lineman on 
the Southwestern Electric cooperative 
project. 

Work on a cooperative system is 
not new to him, however, as he was 
employed on the Greenville project 
several years before he entered ser¬ 
vice, although immediately Before 
putting his skill to work for Uncle 
Sam, he had served as a groundman 
and lineman for several contractors 
in constructing REA co-op lines at 
Fairfield and Harrisburg. As a matter 
of fact, Cecil and his parents, Mr. and 

Mrs. W. R. Brown are members of 
Wayne-White Electric cooperative, 
Fairfield, having joined when Cecil 
was still living on the home place 
near Cisne. 

“After being overseas over two 
and a half years a fellow gets to 
thinking he never will get home 
again,” Brown admitted. “I got back 
in November but I couldn’t believe I 
was really in the States again. It 
took me twro months to get used to the 
idea enough to realize I was really 
home again!" 

A member of a line crew during 
the early stages of the war with Jap-, 
an, Brown said the 1000-miles of line 
he worked on in Australia was con-< 
structed at a time when the invasion 
of Australia was considered imminent 
but that because the Japs did not in-i 
vade, the communication lines were 
never used. 

“A lot of wire and hardware In 
that job we could use here on these 
co-ops," the ex-sergeant remarked. 

FARMERS MUTUAL- 
(From Page One) 

the farmers in the disputed area, was 
suspended and declared to be in no 
further effect. 

But instead of the power company 
selling its lines to the co-op as stipu¬ 
lated In the earlier agreement, in re¬ 
turn for withdrawing its appeal, the 
company was permitted to retain part 
of the lines it had constructed and to 
continue service to 16 of its customers 

while the co-op retains 20 members on 
its own lines. This division of the 
consumers was agreed to after maps 
were studied and the accessibility of 
the various consumers to the lines of 
the two power distributors analyzed. 

In making a separation of the dis¬ 
puted territory, each party to the 
agreement was enjoined from "ever 
interfering, directly or indirectly, with 
the exercise of (the other’s) rights” 
in the area assigned. 

To effect the economical and 
speedy consumation of the division, 
the power company and the cooper¬ 
ative agreed to purchase from the 
other the lines designated, "at material 
and direct labor cost plus 15 per cent" 
the economically usable portion of 
the existing facilities, and the power 
company agreed to assign to the co¬ 
op all pertinent easements and right- 
of-way contracts on the lines to be 
taken over by Farmers Mutual Elec¬ 
tric. 

In discussing the terms of the agree¬ 
ment, J. L. Shaw, attorney for the co¬ 
op, said he realized that the terms were 
not as favorable as the one between 
the two litigants made on May 26, 
1945, which would have entitled the 
cooperative to purchase all of the 
power company’s lines in dispute af¬ 
ter the favorable decision was handed 
down by the Henry county court, but 
Shaw expressed as his sincere belief 
that the matter had been settled more 
satisfactorily than if it had been car¬ 
ried through an appeal to a higher 
court. 

“There is no way to guarantee the 
outcome of a law suit,” the attorney 
declared, "and it appeared advisable 
to avoid any possibility of upsetting 
the favorable precedent established In 

favor of cooperative enterprise by the 
Henry county court decision of last 
fall. Under the terms of the agrees 
ment the Farmers Mutual co-op will 
retain the most desirable part of the 
disputed section and the power conn 
pany lines will simply surround the 
co-op lines rather than infringe upon ^ 
them.” 

Since the start of the litigation last 
year the case has been of great inters 
est to the managers and directors of 
other Illinois REA co-ops who stud-! 
ied with concern the inclination on the 
part of the power company to force 
a “test case” involving a small coop-i 
erative in costly litigation. The Gem 
eseo co-op, which shortly before had 
joined the Association of Illinois Elec« 4P 
trie Cooperatives, was given substan¬ 
tial support in its legal struggle by the 
attorney for the state association, and 
legal fees for the co-op’s attorney 
were borne in part by the Association. 

Sufficient significance was attached 
to the legal aspects of the case by the 
National Rural Electric Cooperatives 
Association that E. J. Stoneman of 
Platteville, Wisconsin, president of 
that association, announced at the Illi* 
nois state-wide meeting in Springfield 
last August that the national organic 
zation would pay half of the attorn 
ney’s fees. 

Although this payment has not 
been made by the NRECA, the state-i 
wide board, after hearing Attorney 
Shaw’s discussion of tha settlement of 
the case at its meeting January 16, ex-i 
pressed confidence that the national 
association would honor its president’* 
offer of financial assistance and that 
payment of the national organization’* 
share of the legal fees would soon b« 
forthcoming. 
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SOUTHWESTERN CO-OP 
PLANS RE-DESIGN OF 

ITS ENTIRE SYSTEM 
Future plans for the Southwestern 

Electric cooperative, were included 
In the report by Manager Victor C. 
Kallal at the annual meeting in the 
high school gymnasium at Greenville 
which was unusually well attended. 

Pointing out that the 1,000 miles 
of the co-op system was originally de¬ 
signed on the assumption that the 
average consumer would use 70 to 
80 kwh per month, Kallal disclosed 
that the average consumption is now 
approximately 120 kwh and conserv¬ 
atively it is estimated will reach 200 
kwh in the near future. 

The expected increase is antici¬ 
pated because the members of the 
cooperative have discovered that elec¬ 
tric service can earn them profits 
and as progressive farmers, have 
learned that the consumer who re¬ 
stricts consumption to the minimum 
actually pays the highest average kwh 
rate for service and confines his utiliz¬ 
ation almost entirely to non-produc¬ 
tive channels. 

Members of the Greenville co-op 
have consistently added productive 
appliances until they have built up 
their consumption to the low rate 
brackets where much more electricity 
is used at smaller per kilowatt cost, 
Kallal explained. Through intelligent 
planning, they have increased produc¬ 
tion, reduced cost and built up pro¬ 
fits. The co-op manager praised his 
listeners for their good business 
methods and encouraged them to con¬ 
tinue making new and more efficient 
uses of their REA power. 

Presents New Problem 
Anxious to serve as the co-op Is, 

the high consumption of the members 
above expectations has created prob¬ 
lems in maintaining the project, Kallal 
disclosed. Already the system is in¬ 
adequate to handle the 3,000 con¬ 
sumers it serves it will be even more 
so when possibly another 3,000 are 
added in the next five to seven 
years. 

Plans were recently adopted by the 
board of trustees to engage an en¬ 
gineering firm to plan a redesign of 
the system, Kallal reported. The best 
possible system based on sound econ¬ 
omic practice and modern engineering 
methods, will result from the re¬ 
design of the system, he assured the 
members. Some of the work will 
necessarily have to be done im¬ 
mediately but even after the plan has 
been carried out, the balance of the 
work will be done as part of the 
expansion plan from year to year. 

Answering an often-asked question 
about a reduction in rates, Kallal ad¬ 
vised the members that it was un¬ 
wise to consider a rate reduction in 
face of the costs anticipated to re¬ 
design the system and to carry new 
lines into less densely poplated areas 
served by the cooperative. 

Warning that it would be folly to 
consider reducing rates until the 
complete system is established and 
the cost of amortization and opera¬ 
tion determined, Kallal said: 

You have a wonderful enterprise 
and nothing should ever be done for 
the sake of a minor rate reduction 
which might jeopardize the co-op’s 
continued success through periods of 
depression and agricultural prosper¬ 
ity alike.” 

High Labor Costs 
Only a minimum of maintenance 

work was done during the war when 
restrictions on material and the seri¬ 
ous manpower shortage hampered op¬ 
erations, Kallal reminded the members. 
Such jobs as tree trimming, tighten¬ 
ing of hardware, meter testing, ground 
testing and other general maintenance 
operations have accumulated during 
the war years and will require con¬ 
siderable time and expense to bring 
back to normal efficiency, the man¬ 
ager explained. 

"The purpose of your cooperative 
is to bring electric servie at the 
lowest possible cost to a maximum 
number of farmers," Kallal said. “If 

PRIZE WINNING MEAT GRINDER STATE ASSOCIATION- 

Home-made Gadget Takes 
Work Out Of Tough 

Butchering Job 

First prize for an electrical labor- 
saving device was awarded William 
A. Durdel of Manito, member of Men¬ 
ard Electric cooperative of Peters¬ 
burg, at the Farm and Home Show in 
Havana, sponsored by the Extension 
Service in Agriculture and Home Eco¬ 
nomics, Univertity of Illinois, with 
the Farmers Institute cooperating. 

Durdel built the electric meat grind¬ 
er out of scrap iron and old auto parts 
he had on his farm, buying only the 
pulleys and V-belt for the contrap¬ 
tion. Using a standard No. 22 meat 

the rates are too high, service is de¬ 
nied to some and its widest use is 
discouraged. On the other hand, rates 
that are too low obviously bring 
financial insolvency to the coopera¬ 
tive. In any cooperative endeavor the 
members must take a long-range point 
of view—all the benefits cannot be 
obtained immediately—needed re¬ 
serves must be built up the same as 
must be done in any other business 
enterprise.” 

Kallal emphasized that the cooper¬ 
ative has made its prepayments, in¬ 
vested money in bonds and has all 
the earmarks of the successful enter¬ 
prise that it is, but for sound business 
reasons the financial end must be man¬ 
aged according to the best rules of 
good business management. Any other 
course would meet with the disap¬ 
proval of the members, he declared. 

Expansion Program 

Currently the chief problem of the 
cooperative is to get service extended 
as quickly as possible to the ap¬ 
proximately 400 farmers who made 
application as long ago as 1940, Kallal 
said. He reminded his listeners that 
an application for an REA loan was 
prepared and submitted in September 
of 1940 but that because of the war, 
no action could be taken on it and 
that later it was revised and again 
submitted earlier this year. 

During the interim, groups were 
served by lines built by the co-op’s 
own line crews under provisions of 
the various regulations governing such 
construction; other lines were extend¬ 
ed by private utility companies to 
provide immediate service. 

Now an allotment has been re¬ 
ceived from REA, an engineering firm 
engaged and there is good reason to 
expect a contractor to be ready to 
start building a proposed 150-mile 
section, Kallal disclosed. 

He cautioned the members not to 
be too optimistic and expect the new 
construction to progress rapidly be¬ 
cause a serious shortage of essential 
materials and the lack of manpower, 

MUTUAL PROBLEMS AFFECTING REA CO-OPS were discussed at the district meeting held this 
month at Hillsboro, presided over by Robert Schweickhart of Dow, president of the state-wide board of the 
Association of Illinois Electric cooperatives. Left to right, W. H. Monke of Litchfield; L. William O'Malley 
of Irving; Earl L. Hanold of Brighton and Adolph Monke of Mt. Olive, directors of M.J.M. Electric co-op. Car- 
linville; George C. Simon of Farmersville, director of Rural Electric co-op, Divernon, Mr. Schweickhart. Otto ]. 
Often of Modesto; Fred W. Harms of Chatham; Lester R. Miller of Girard; C. A. Deal of Pawnee; Joe Dawson 
of Divernon, directors of the Divernon co-op; M. B. Young of Hiltboro, director of M. J. M. co-op. and W. H. 
Koonce, president of Southwestern Electric co-op, Greenville. 

grinder, he hooked it up with a uni¬ 
versal joint from a Model T Ford 
and the steering gear assembly from 
a 1928 Chevrolet to drive it with a 
half-horse power electric motor 
mounted on a shelf directly below the 
grinder assembly. Power is transmit¬ 
ted by a V-belt driven by a 3-inch 
pulley on the motor to a 5-inch pulley 
on the shaft of the steering gear. The 
grinder itself is bolted to its platform 
with flange-nuts and can be readily 
removed for washing. 

Angle irons formed into legs for 

the meat-grinder device were made 
from scrap iron on Durdel's farm and 
the entire job of building the grinder 
Durdel estimates at less than a day, 

including the experimenting he did 
to get the gadget put together prop¬ 
erly. 

Operated by electricity, the grinder 

can turn out 100 pounds of meat in 
15 minutes and has been used for sev¬ 
eral seasons in Durdel's community at 
butchering time and has had over 
3,000 pounds of meat put through it. 
One of the “meanest” jobs, Durdel ex¬ 
plains, is grinding meat by hand, a 
job shared by the men in about five- 
minute intervals because of the 
strength it takes to turn a meat-grind¬ 
er crank by hand. With his electrical 
gadget, grinding meat has become the 
most simplified task in butchering op¬ 
erations, he says. 

together with inflated prices, may re¬ 
tard the construction program. 

So many new applications have 
been received during the war years, 
particularly during the past year, 
Kallal said, it will be necessary to 
submit another application to REA 
for funds to build another 300 or 400 
miles of line to provide service to 
those requesting it. He anticipated 
that before these new members could 
be served, still another large number 
would have placed their applications 
with the co-op and be waiting for 
new lines to be built. 

Kallal reminded his listeners that 
the co-op was holding its seventh 
annual meeting, a comparatively short 
period of time in which to build a 
distribution system as large as that 
of their cooperative, particularly un¬ 
der the handicaps of the war years. 
He asked them to have patience and 
to wait their turn and assured them 
that the manager and the board of 
trustees were sincerely dedicated to 

the task of providing service as soon 
as possible to all who asked for it. 

SOUTHWESTERN ELECTRIC- 
(From Page Six) 

tives in Illinois paid personal prop¬ 
erty taxes equivalent to 80 cents per 
consumer and $2.14 per mile of line, 
an amount equal to 1.4 per cent of the 
gross revenue of the co-ops. The pri¬ 
vate power utilities in the same area 
paid personal property taxes in an 
amount equivalent to only 0.7 per 
cent of their gross revenue. These 
figures, compiled by Harold A. Whit¬ 
tle, regional engineer of REA, indi¬ 
cate the erroneous implication drawn 
by the Small Business Conference in 
suggesting that co-ops are not taxed. 

The campaign by the small busi¬ 
ness group, however, is not directed 
at REA cooperatives as a class, but 
aims more generally at all coopera¬ 
tive enterprise, apparently aiming its 
attack more pointedly at service and 
merchandising co-ops. 

(From Page One) 
convention in Springfield last August. 

Acknowledging that he reaped the 
State Association had not yet received 
the portion of his fee from the Na¬ 
tional Association, Attorney Shaw 
said he was willing to wait until such 
payment is received from the Wash¬ 
ington office of NRECA be'ore sub¬ 
mitting his statement for arowance. 
A motion was carried by the Board to 
advise the National Association of 
the successful termination of the Gen- 
eseo co-op case and to request that 
the agreed share of the legal expenses 
be paid by NRECA. 

Executive Committee 

To expedite the routine work of 
the State Association, the Board 
moved to create an executive com¬ 
mittee to work in close con,'unction 
with the state coordinator and on mo¬ 
tion by Director R. L. Stanford, sec¬ 
onded by Director Harry Sickmeyer, 
the three officers of the Board, Presi¬ 
dent Robert Schweickhart, Vi.e Pres¬ 
ident Everett Read and Secreiary E. 
Clyde Lewis were named as members 
of the executive committee. 

By unanimous vote of the Board, 
the President was empowered to ap¬ 
point a legislative committee. He se¬ 
lected G, Wayne Welsh as chairman 
and named J. Wesley Barth and R. L. 
Stanford to serve with him. Consid¬ 
eration was given to the question of 
submitting a bill to the State Legisla¬ 
ture at its next session in response to 
inquiries from the State and Chicago 
bar association for the Association’* 
viewpoint on matters affecting the co¬ 
operatives, but it was decided to re¬ 
quest the Association s attorney to ad¬ 
vise the bar association that the Illi¬ 
nois co ops do not at this time desire 
legislation affecting the jurisdiction 
of the Commerce Commission. 

A motion was carried naming Pres¬ 
ident Schweickhart as delegate and 
Director Read as alternate to attend 
the annual convention of the National 
Rural Electric Cooperatives Associa¬ 
tion to be held the first week in March 
at Buffalo, New York. A motion also 
carried empowering the President to 
name delegates to represent the State 
Association at the annual meeting of 
Wisconsin Electric Cooperative, 
scheduled for January 30 and 31, at 
Madison, Pres. Schweickhart named 
Director Read as delegate to the an¬ 
nual meeting convention because he 
lives closest to the Wisconsin city. 

The President also appointed a 
committee to meet with the Illinois 
Division of the National Electrical 
Contractors Association to determine 
if a greater numoer and more attrac¬ 
tive bids cannot be secured for Illinois 
cooperatives. Manager Stanley Fari* 
of Illinois Rural Electric, Winchester, 
Manager Dean Searls of Adams Elec¬ 
tric co-op, Camp Point, and Manager 
A. E. Becker of Menard Electric co¬ 
op, Petersburg, were named to a com¬ 
mittee to meet with the contract¬ 
or’s association. Director Lewis of the 
Petersburg co-op was named as ex- 
officio member of this temporary 
committee. 

DISTRICT MEETING AT HILLSBORO 
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for the purpose that these differences 
are brought up before the board, and 
that they can be taken to the directors 
in your area, so that they can be dis¬ 
cussed and a satisfactory solution ar¬ 
rived at for the good of the entire Co¬ 
operative. We still like to receive 
letters from the members and we 
would like to receive these so that 

ANNUAL MEETING j ^ey can be printed and the other 
The annual meeting of the Cooper- i members can see what the neighbors 

ative will be held at the Dongola think of the service. 

NEWS FROM 

Southern Illinois 
Dongola, DL 

GEORGE END5COTT, 
Mgr. 

High School Gymnasium on Febru¬ 
ary 13, 1946. A very worth while 

Resale Merchandise 
As we have indicated in the past in 

meeting has been planed by the board i this column, that we have consider- 
and we have received word that ' able items which are available for sale 
George Dillon, of the Applications j to our members, we are again listing 
and Loan Division of REA will be | these so that the members can take 
present for this meeting. It was not j advantage of any of this equipment 
possible to secure Mr. Wickard, Ad- | that they feel they want or need, 
ministrator, and we feel Mr. Dillon j We have a few of the J4 inch elec- 
will have some very worth while in- ! trie drills left, from the army surplus 
formation for all of our members, ! purchase, and have received the in- 
both these served and those desiring 
service, on either our present or 
planned lines, or the lines to be con¬ 
structed at a later date. 

voice on some additional inch and 
Yl inch drills. These are new and 
used drills, and all that we have re¬ 
ceived up to date have been in excel- 

We have asked him to bring the j lent condition, in fact most of them 
complete story on the telephone set- | are rebuilt, making them just as 
up or at least the portion of it as it 9°°^ as new drills. The price is ap- 
affects REA. A free lunch will be ! proximately two-thirds of new price 
served at noon, as well as attend- ^ on the new ones, and about one-half 
ance and drawing prizes to be given on the used ones, 
away at the meeting, as has been the j We received one shipment of work 
custom in the past. The prizes set Ibenches which are steel constructed, 
up for this are for the first 100 to with two inch laminated top, these 
register, will receive one 100-watt,bencbes being approximately 11 feet 
light bulb. Attendance prizes are as 
follows: First prize, one years min- 

long, and Yi of the space divided into 
drawers, and the other Yi into shelv- 

imum bill: second prize, one-half years j These are heavy benches, weigh- 
minimum bill; third, 3 months mini- ^n9 about 1 JOO lbs and are available 
mum bill, and 4th and 5th, choice of at a very reasonable price of $40.00, 
either a fluorescent bed light or fluor- ; ho.b. Dongola. They would be a 
escent kitchen light. , verV worth while item for each and 

It is hoped that the program can everY farm> 50 that the various small 
get underway early enough so that ; supplies can be kept in their proper 
we can have a full meeting, and yet ! bins, and also makes a very 

In reviewing the above comparisons 
of the operating report for last De¬ 
cember and this December, you will 
note that there is considerable in¬ 
crease in some of the items. The rea¬ 
sons that we feel this is due is to 
the change in the daylight saving 
time. We have reports from all over 
the state, that the same condition ex¬ 
ists in practically all of the Cooper¬ 
ative, and for this reason we are 
giving you this information, as we 

NEWS FROM 

Corn Belt 
Bloomington, 111. 

T. H. HAFER, Supt. 

: ity and more than the usual number 
of prizes to be given out by districts 

| so that members from each county 
j will be sure to get their proportion 
| of the prizes. 

EMPLOYEES* AND DIRECTORS* 
PARTY 

The annual party held for the em¬ 
ployees and directors, and families, 
was held at the McLean County 

ANNUAL MEETING IN 
LATE FEBRUARY 

Again we ask you to wratch your : Farm Bureau building on Friday, Jan- 

£ , , maiI f°r announcement of your an- 4th> Attendance was very good 
have had reports from several mem-. nual meeting. It will be held the last except that the f weather prc. 
bers who feel their meters are run- part of February-the exact date de- vented the attendance of some of 
mng too fast, which after testing them, | pending on the securing of a speaker I those livi at a distance> Everyone 
we find this is not the case, and can , and place to hold it. In addition to ; ^ a ^ ^ acquainted 

the regular business program we j wi(:h the directors and employees 
will have a speaker on a subject i whom they did not already know, 
of interest to members using electric- j After a deiicious meal served by the 

Home Bureau ladies, music was fur- 

only attribute their excessive use to 
the daylight saving time. 

Shade Tree Removal 
In riding over the line and espe¬ 

cially upon the completion of the This policy will be strictly enforced nished by Mr. J. H. Bellamy, S.P.E. 
work by Mr. Hartline, on the trim- j ^ year( and uniess replies to cur B.S.Q.S.A. quartet, and Mrs. Vera 

mmg an^ clearing along the present j debit cards are receivedt your ser. | pearj Kemp> The 0ame of personal 
energized line, we find that it is go- |vice wilI be subject to disconnection, bingo> musical get acquainted games, 
ing to be possible where the members ^ a delinquent account. 
permit us to move certain shade 
trees, which cannot be trimmed 
enough to keep it from endangering 
the line, that the Cooperative will 
furnish a small seedling of several 
different varieties, which will be 
available and planted to replace these 
shade trees which are removed on the 
member’s premises. Providing you 
have any that are in this group, we 
would appreciate your notifying us 
of the location, and also what type of 
tree that you like to have to replace 

Message From Your President 
Dear Member: 

and a Virginia reel wound up the 
evening. A total attendance of 90 
people including wives shows that 

During the past three years, this your cooperative employees and di- 
Cooperafive has attempted on every rectors make up a large group work- 
occasion to deliver the very best ser- | ing for you members. 
vice_ possible at the lowest possible J MUCH INTEREST IN ELECTRIC 

COOKING cost. At times this has strained the 
manpower situation as well as the 
transportation equipment that has 
been available for use by the Coop¬ 
erative. We have been operating 
equipment some of it ten years old, 
and most of it at least four or five 

| year old, and with a very limited 

leave plenty of time for the members 
that live some distance, to get home 
before dark. We plan on having the 
Williams Family for entertainment 
again this year, and ask members who 

and also makes a very nice 
bench for working and repairing of 
farm equipment on. 

We still have a few of the one 
gallon fire extinguishers available 
which are one of the items that we 

have attended previous meetings at | have received to date, and are really 
which they have played I am sure Ia bargain. We feel that there is a 
will agree that it is well worth the j Place for two or three of these on 
trip just to hear the entertainment, every farm, but at least on should be 
Reports will be given by directors, I kept available on each farm, for use 
and manager, and we plan on hearing ! in emergency. 
from our employees, recently released | Rope we received the 1 inch rope 
from service. This is your meeting, | which we had written previously 
and we are doing everything possible ' about and this is now available to our 
to make it interesting for you, and ; members. We are pricing this at 6c 
your neighbors, whether signed or . Per foot in 100 foot lots. This is three 
not. Please bring them along, and | stand oil treated rope, of the Navy 

it, so that we can get the orders in 
to the nursery, and have the seedlings I ££ “J w7th this’ 
ready this spring. We know there are . , „ , , , , , , , , , mind, all employees have endeavored 
many members that have had trees i , ' , , , . I on every occasion to make out, 
which they would just as soon have i ^ f ^ , ■ T ' | with the feeling that most members 
a younq one planted, in another loca- ! . . 

? , , , , are familiar with these conditions, 
tion, but do not want the old trees , , . „ , _ 

, ,.,,1. ij- . and appreciate all the eflort given to removed until other shade is at least * , 
. , , , , making your REA service the very started. We wish to extend our ap- 1 a ^ 7 

... , ,, , f , best service possible. They have preciation to the members tor their i ^ 7 

courtesy shown the clearing crew, I worked man>' hours over tirae and 

and are sure that we can expect their j many days under conditions which . 
ordinarily would not have been 
worked, in order that your service j 
may be continued and new connec- | 

continued cooperation in the future. 
We have found many places where 
the outages could have been elimin¬ 
ated, had the member let us remove tions be made on to the hi-line. They 

the tree which was endangering the have stayed on the job, and made 
line, and later on caused an outage. I this work possible. 
About 85% of our outages are due to I Our record for payment to the 
trees falling over the line, and I am ! government is very good, as will be 
sure that the members, if knowing j brought out in the financial report 
they can secure other shade trees to ! for the annual meeting, and the con- 
replace the old ones, will agree to - struction work, that is connections on 
having the trees removed, if they are the line, has been well above the aver- 

let’s have a big attendance for this 
our seventh annual meeting. 

B Completion 
Construction on the B section has 

been delayed during the last month, 
due to weather conditions. It is hoped 

surplus, and is of the very best ma¬ 
terial. 

We also received a shipment of 
% hp. motors, since the last issue 
and these are available to our mem¬ 
bers for their use. The one-fourth and 

that the Victor-Gallille church line j one-third hp outlook at this time is 
will be completed by the time this ; very bad, and we do not anticipate 
issue reaches you and that we will 
have fhe balance of the line in Alex¬ 
ander county completed on which we 
have had poles delivered, but not set 
due to weather conditions. During 
the last two weeks, we have attempt¬ 
ed to catch up on the extensions re 
quiring no poles, and some of the 
maintenance work so that this will be 
out of the way, so that as soon as 
conditions permit, we can get back 
on the B completion work. 

C Section 
We have received no reply from 

REA on the C allotment but did not 
expect any until such time as they 

shipment for some time, even though 
we have several orders with differ¬ 
ent suppliers. 

A fair supply of feedmills both of 
hammer and hatchet type, as well as 
motors for their operation are on 
hand, and it is getting time of the year 
when these can be profitably used on 
the farm. 

We have a few electric churns, 
which can be used in any ordinary 
type container and probably would 
be a nice present for the wife or the 
children, if they have to churn the 
butter. , 

Bench grinders are still on hand, 
have settled down in their new head- ; of the Y and Yz bp, and if you are 
quarters in Washington. It is hoped j desiring one, it would be well to no- 
that we will hear in the very near j tify the office at once, 
future, so the manager can draw up | Financial Statement 
plans and specification and take bids, j Below are some figures which are 
so the contractor can get his material I made in comparison of this year’s 
ordered, and be ready for construe- j financial standing and last year s. 
tion as soon as spring comes. 

Letters from Members 
In getting up the news column for 

our members, as it is your column, we 
would appreciate receiving letters 
from our members, stating the things 
they like or dislike about the Co¬ 
operative operation, so that we can 
either correct or bring it up before 
the board, and action on a change of 
policy be made. The office follows 
the policy as set forth by the board 
of directors, at their regular meetings 
each month. It may seem at times 
that the office is taking a stand which 
may not be in line with the thought 
of the individual ! iL is 

The total revenue received 
from members - _$82,382.51 

Total revenue for year 1944 68,554.92 

Increase    13,827.59 
Total kilowatts purchased 

(Month of Dec. 1944) 126,300 
Total Kilowatts purchased 

endangering the high line. 

Appliance Repair and Wiring 
age for the state of Illinois, and the 
United States in general. It is true 

We have completed arrangements j tbat certain delays have been caused 
for the servicing of electric appliances due to the lack of material, manpower, 
including larger machinery to the | and transportation equipment, but we 
members. This service is available | that w’e have done very well in 
to each and every member and we , the last three or for years, and are 
have it available so that you can use j looking forward to the leveling out 
it when and if it is needed. For fur- these war c .uitions, and with the 
ther information on this, a full dis- ! return of of an cur former employees 
cussion will be had on this at the An- who have been in the armed service, 
nual Meeting. We also have avail- and the availability of transportation 
able, group wiremen, who have fol- j equipment, as well as construction 
lowed the wiring program for some 
time, and we will have a full story 
on this. as well as the appliance re¬ 
pair, refrigerator repair, and wiring 
service, available on our project, at 
the annual meeting. 

New Books 
As stated in last month’s column. 

material, that we can begin to get 
back to normal on construction of 
these shorter extensions, on to our 
line. 

It is also the hope of myself and 
the boardpthat the material and labor 
situation will clear up to such a place 
that we can get back to construction 

new books have been mailed to each | by contract on our larger extensions, 
and every member, and in checking ' -^s y°u have been informed at various 

times, in this column, we have an 
enormous construction program plan¬ 
ned, making service available to each 
and every inhabitant of the area, both 
rural and urban. We have many 
small communities, which we consider 

(Month of Dec. 1945) .... ....157,500 
Average monthly bill 1944  3.78 
Average monthly bill 1945..  3.93 
Power bill from Supplier 

1944   ..14,091.00 
Power bill from Supplier 

1944 „17,886.60 

Increase    ....3,795.60 

this month's bills, we notice that sev¬ 
eral members are still using their old 
books. Please, we ask that you dis¬ 
card these old books. Important 
changes etc., have been made in ad¬ 
dresses on the new books, and we 
want these old books discarded, so 
these changes will become effective at 
once. Also with reference to the' 
debit-credit cards which are mailed 
out for any amount under 50cs These 
cards are mailed each month, and are 
not to be kept for several months, and 
then added together. Each card, is 
replaced the following month, with a 
new statement, and in subtracting or 
adding them to your light bill, use 

The co-op office is getting 
many requests for service for 
electric ranges as well as other 
new appliances which are begin¬ 
ning to be available. In almost 
every case the necessary 3-wire 
service is already installed at 
your farm and it is a very small 
job for an electrician to ran the 
needed wire from your main 
switch box to the stove location. 
If you have only 2 wires run¬ 
ning to your meter the co-op will 
run in a third wire on request. 

If you have any question as to 
whether your service will carry 
the added equipment you are 
ready to install, please notify 
the co-op office describing the 
equipment and we will see that 
you have the proper service a- 
vailable. 

Remember to not buy a welder 
without checking with your co-op 
office or wiring inspector first. 
THE AG COLLEGE GADGET 

SHOW 
The Ag College gadget show has 

already been held in Clinton and 
we understand is coming tc Bloom¬ 
ington March 7th. The purpose of 
this show is not only to exhibit labor 
saving devices arranged ■ by the Ag 
College but also things made by farm¬ 
ers in this community. Each member 
who has a home-made gadget which 
saves him time and labor should pre¬ 
pare to bring it and enter in this 
show. Those in McLean County 
should watch their Farm Bureau an¬ 
nouncement for details. Prizes are 
awarded to winners in each classifi¬ 
cation of home-made labor saving 
devices. 

Thanks for the Christmas Cards 
We want to thank all members 

who sent Christmas cards to the co-op 
for their thoughtfulness and the spirit 
which these cards express. 

Do You Know That— 
The most important part of your 

electric equipment is your wiring. 
If your appliances, motors, and ail 

other electrical apparatus has thf 
right sized wire, properly installed, 
you will not be troubled with voltage 
drop, current leakage, fire hazards. 

urban, for our particular area, and it physical hazards, and many other 
is with the thought of complete area 
coverage which has been discussed, 
and proposed in REA, that it will be 
possible for us to make electric ser¬ 
vice available to everybody desiring 
it, which is not possible at this time. 

'We realize that many of our mem¬ 
bers have waited four or fiv§ years 
for this service, but under the condi¬ 
tions as we have mentioned before, 

only the current card, or the last card i this has not made it possible to make 
received. Personal letters are written ; electric service available yet, but 
to those accounts having debits or | here’s hoping that within the next 
credits of 50c and over. Please do year or so, we will see these condi- 
not disregard these letters or cards. 
If you have proof of payment or an 
explanation, please notify us accord¬ 
ingly. The cards or letters must be 
acknowledged, and If not paid, rea¬ 
son for not paying must be given. 

tions changed so that we can go 
’’all out” for electrifying the project 
area, covering the southern six coun¬ 
ties of this state. 

Cordially yours, 
Frank Kimber, President 

things including time lost by idle ma¬ 
chines on account of defective wir¬ 
ing. 

Why not call an approved wire- 
man and have him wire in permanent¬ 
ly those extra lights and appliances 
that have been in the same place so 
long that the cords are about worn 
out? 

Good wiring will save you money. 
Your Wiring Inspector, 

First Gen.erator in 1.831 
More than a 100 years ago, In 

1831, the world’s first electric gen¬ 
erator—a copper disc turning in¬ 
side a large magnetic field, was built 
by Michael Faraday, famed English 
scientist. Today’s generators operate 
on the same principle. 
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NEWS FROM 

Menard 
Petersburg, 111. 

A, E, BECKER, Mgr. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
The 9th annual meeting for mem- 

bers of the Menard Electric Cooper¬ 
ative will be held Saturday, February 
23, 1946, at the farm bureau build¬ 
ing, Petersburg. Meeting called to 
order 12:30 p. m. 

This meeting is held for the pur¬ 
pose of transacting necessary busi¬ 
ness, to hear reports by Cooperative 
officials and to elect a new Board of 
Directors. 

There will also be a program, en¬ 
tertainment and awards presented. 
It is your duty to attend and take 
an active part in the business ses¬ 
sion. 

Present members of your Board of 
Directors are: Henry C. Colby, Pres¬ 
ident, Pleasant Plains; Homer Brown, 
Vice-President, New Holland; W. 
H. Montgomery, Sec’y-Treas., Pet¬ 
ersburg; B. H. Cave, Easton; C. 
Nelson Worner, Manito; Mike Bas¬ 
so, Chanderville; E. C. Lewis, Ash¬ 
land ; H. D. Shelhammer, Mt. Pul¬ 
aski; and Archie Zook, Athens. 
REPORT ON YOUR COOPERA¬ 

TIVE 
Your cooperative, has shown re¬ 

markable progress in the extension of 
its service to members during the past 
year, in spite of difficulties encount¬ 
ered in obtaining needed line build¬ 
ing material. 

A. E. Becker, Manager of the 
Cooperative has indicated 291 
new members received R.E.A. 
service during 1945 from the 
Cooperative, The majority of 
these connects were made under 
W.P.B, U1 applications. As the 
year closes 3,020 members are 
receiving electricity for their 
farmsteads over the 1,289 miles 
of Cooperative power lines, lo¬ 
cated in Morgan, Cass, Mason, 
Tazewell, Logan, Macon, Men¬ 
ard and Sangamon counties. 
Your cooperative received two al¬ 

lotments from the Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration during the year, 
amounting to $335,000. This sum in¬ 
cludes funds for 132 miles of distri¬ 
bution lines to serve 339 members. 
One of the allotments also included 
funds to relocate and rebuild the ex¬ 
isting substation and increase the ca¬ 
pacity of feeder lines extending into 
the counties served by the Coopera¬ 
tive. All preliminary work has been 
done and plans are being completed 
for a letting of a contract for con¬ 
struction in the near future. 

A consistent plan has been followed 
during the year, in clearing hedge and 
trees under or near the high line. In 
addition oil circuit breakers are being 
installed in strategic locations. This 
Work has been done to give contin¬ 
uity of service. 

14,068 members and friends of the 
Cooperative were contacted in the 
145 community dub, school, civic and 
church gatherings in which Cooper¬ 
ative personnel participated. Two 
large community parties were also 
beld during the year, attended by 800 
members and friends of the Cooper¬ 
ative. 

Manager Becker indicated your 
Cooperative expects to vigorous¬ 
ly push construction of the rural 
power lines in this county, for 
which an allotment has already 
been made. Work was curtailed 
during the fall because of scarc¬ 
ity of building material. This 
considition may continue into the 
new year, but reports from sup¬ 
pliers of line building material in¬ 
dicate the situation will improve. 

This has led Cooperative offi¬ 
cials to proceed with prepara¬ 
tions for an additional request 
from R.E.A. for an allotment to 
build 200' miles more of rural 
power lines to serve 540 addi¬ 
tional members, in the eight coun¬ 
ties served by the Cooperative. 

If your neighbor is interested 
in obtaining R.E.A. service for 
his premises urge him to contact 

the Cooperative office at Peters¬ 
burg, as soon as possible, as this 
application for funds will be 
made within the next 30 days. 
In addition to the members of your 

Board of Directors listed at the be¬ 
ginning of this column the following 
group comprise the Cooperative per¬ 
sonnel. 

A. E. Becker, Manager; Fred E. 
Darr, Electrification Adviser; Albert 
L. Hinrichs, Line Foreman; Elwin 
Delong, 1st Class Lineman; Roy I. 
McDaniels, Groundman; George J. 
Wilhelm, Groundman; Ella Louise j 
Cutright, Office Manager; Mildred 
Roegge and Betty Amberger, Office 
Secretaries; and Evalena Borchert, 
Record Clerk; all of Petersburg; How¬ 
ard Bell, Bookkeeper, Atterberry; 
George L. Davis, Chief Wiring In¬ 
spector and Storekeeper, and Harold 
Hedgecock, Wiring Inspector, both 
of Tallula; Ray Logan, 1st Class 
Lineman, Virginia; Alvin Bertram, 
Helper, Prentice; Robert McLean, 1st 
Class Lineman and Harry A. House- 
worth, Right-of-way Man, both of 
Mason City; Levi M. Beaver, Right- 
of-way Man, New Holland; Guy 
Sanford, 1st Class Lineman, Dawson 
and Wm. A. Sams, Goundman, Lin¬ 
coln. 

ANNUAL PARTY HELD 
The annual party for Cooperative 

personnel and their families was held 
the evening of January 4 at the Le¬ 
gion Home in Petersburg. It was also 
in the nature of a welcome home for 
Albert L. Hinrichs, vrho has resumed 
his duties as line-foreman with your 
Cooperative, following 3J^ years in 
the U. S. Signal Corps. It served also 
to introduce several new employees 
who have joined the organization 
during the year. 

This group includes: Wm. A. 
Sams, Lincoln; Roy McDaniels, Pet¬ 
ersburg; Alvin Bertram, Prentice; 
George J. Wilhelm, Petersburg; Har¬ 
old Hedgecock, Tallula, and Betty 
Amberger, Petersburg. 

Following a pot luck supper the re¬ 
mainder of the evening was enjoyed 
in visiting, games and music. 

talk by Mr. Becker on “It is Your 
Cooperative," "Fifteen Minutes of 
Magic,” by Jack Price and several 
sound movies including the Quiz Kids 
in "Kids Must Eat" shown by Fred 
E. Daar, completed the evening's en¬ 
tertainment. Committee on arrange¬ 
ments were Oliver Blakely, Dallas 
Drake and Earl Murdock for the 
Jones school and Fred Darr for the 
Cooperative. 

November Operating Report 
Number of Miles Energized  692 

! Members Billed    1696 
Revenue Per Mile  $13.00 
Density Per Mile   2.58 
KWH Sold  187,101 
Average Farm Bill  $5.52 
Average Residential Bill  $3.36 
Average Commercial Bill  $4.72 
Average KWH Consumption 

Farm  117 
Residential  50 

Minimum bills  379 
Welcome New Members 

Andrew Schwab, Litchfield; David 
Stirrups, Staunton; John Gray, Jersey- 
ville; Aubrey Black, Litchfield; Ray 
Hantla, Litchfield; Mrs. Etha Hurds, 

j Coffeen; D. T. Criner, Raymond; 
! Everett Johnson, Fillmore; John Sears, 
j Irving; Charles Bridgeman, Godfrey; 
j George Mohrman, Jerseyville; Clyde 
j McIntyre, Irving; Melvin Dowland, 
Greenfield; John Wwyer, Carlinville; 
Albert Gottfried, Palmyra. 

BUILD YOUR OWN BROODER 
Thousands of dollars are made 

each year raising baby chicks in elec¬ 
tric brooders. Home made brooders 
can be built economically and give 
satisfactory results. 

Plans are available at your Co-op 
office for 250-300 chick-size brooders, 
lamp type or element type heat. 

Several hundred home made elec¬ 
tric brooders are in use on this and 
neighboring cooperatives, giving sat¬ 
isfactory results. 

If you aren't interested in building 
your own brooder, buy a commercial 
one—you’ll never regret it. ' 

MEMBER COOPERATION 
Members living in the neighbor¬ 

hood of the Jones School north of 
Kilbourne, were interested in having 
the Co-op Santa Claus visit the 
school. This visit was arranged for 
December 19. As certain delays had 
prevented the school from being 
wired, a suggestion was made to Dal¬ 
las Drake, Oliver Blakely and Earl 
Murdock to have it wired and con¬ 
nected for the Christmas program. 

This trio got busy and augmented 
by other members in the community 
cleared the necessary right of way 
of three large trees and trimmed oth¬ 
ers so that the line could be built in 
record time. One member of the com¬ 
mittee camped in, the electrician's 
place of business till the electrician, 
to get rid of him, went out and wired 
the school premises and made it 
ready for service. 

Everything was in readiness for 
the Christmas program several days 
prior to December 19, the evening 
that the program was to be presented. 
It began snowing and drifting on the 
18th, completely blocking the roads 
to the school. In addition flu and 
colds developed in practically the en¬ 
tire community. This caused a post¬ 
ponement of the program till the eve¬ 
ning of January 9. 

Old Santa Claus made his delayed 
visit to the school that evening, and 
was invited to remain for a fine pot 
luck supper served by members of the 
Community Club. Following the 
supper a program was presented by 
your Cooperative. Group singing, a 

Member News Items 
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Angel, well 

known residents of Bird township, 
observed their 50th wedding anni¬ 
versary on Tuesday, Dec. 18. The 
day was quietly spent, but on Sun¬ 
day previous several members of the 
family came with a basket dinner 
and spent the day with Mr. and Mrs. 
Angel. Sickness and bad weather 
prevented some from attending who 
had planned to be present, among them 
their daughter-in-law ' Mrs. Vernon 
Angel who was ill. Those present to 
enjoy the occasion were Vernon An¬ 
gel, daughter Louella and son. Bill, 
of Carlinville; Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Berry, Girard; Mrs. Olive Harris, 
Mrs. Tremain and two daughters, all 
of Springfield. Mr. and Mrs. Angel 
were the recipients of numerous cards 
of congratulations, and many nice 
gifts. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Joiner of Bun¬ 
ker Hill are the parents of a son, 
Jimmie Dale, third child, born Wed¬ 
nesday, Dec. 12th, at the Macoupin 
hospital in Carlinville. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Zelmer of 
Palmyra are the parents of a son, 
Donald Eugene, third child born De¬ 
cember 16th at the Macoupin hos¬ 
pital, Carlinville. 

James E. Cole and Miss Fannie 
Clarkson, both of Atwater, were mar¬ 
ried in St. Louis Wednesday. Mr. 
Cole was the son of James Cc^e, who 
was a prominent citizen of Shaws 
Point. He was a student at Black¬ 
burn. Miss Clarkson was a daughter 
of John Clarkson and wife of that 
community. She also was a student 
at Blackburn. 

The marriage of Miss Esther Wel- 
ton to Henry S. Veach of Spring- 
field has been announced by her par¬ 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. S. R. Welton of 
Carlinville. The ceremony was per¬ 
formed Tuesday, Dec. 4th at the 
Underwood home in Springfield with 
the minister of the Christian church 
there officiating. The bride is a reg¬ 
istered nurse from Passavant hos¬ 
pital, Jacksonville and now employed 
at Memorial hospital, Springfield. 
After serving two years as an air 
pilot in the European theatre and 

| two years in the Burma-India theatre, 
j the groom was recently discharged 
j from the Army Air Corps. The cou- 
' pie will reside in Springfield. 

George Elmore, well known resi¬ 
dent of Coffeen community died at 
his home near Coffeen, following an 
extended illness from a complication 
of ailments. He has been critically ill 
for three weeks before he died and 
had been bedfast during that time. 
He was a son of the late W. R. and 

j Lovinca (Elam) Elmore and was 
j born near Greenville on June 4th, 
j 1878. He was past 67 years old when 
; he died. All of his life had been spent 
in Bond county and the Coffeen 
community. He had farmed, worked 
in the old Coffeen mine and was em¬ 
ployed on the railroad until five 
years ago when he retired because of 
his health. 

Edward H. Doht, 53, of Walshville, 
a rural mail carrier out of the Mt. 
Olive post office, was instantly killed 
when his auto was hit by a train four 
miles east of Mt. Olive. Mr. Doht 
was driving his regular mail route 
and stopped at a C. B. and Q cross¬ 
ing to let a long train pass. He failed 
to see a second train that was follow¬ 
ing a short distance behind the first 
one and drove into the path of the 
train and was killed instantly. Mr. 
Doht is survived by his mother, Mrs. 
Gesina^ Doht, with whom he made 
his home at Walsfaville, two brothers 
Walter of Granite City and Alvin of 
Litchfield and one sister, Mrs. Geo. 
Fuchs of Farmersville. 

“We have a new 7 foot electric 
Frigidaire. It was the first one sold 
by the Jersey county dealers since the 
war was over. We certainly are very 
proud of it and it sure beats the mes¬ 
sy old style ice box. No more water 
pans to empty and floor to mop up 
around the box."—Ernest Ferenbach, 
Jerseyville, 111. 

Denby-Pocklington Wedding 
Miss Marjorie Denby, daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Denby of Bird 
Township and Elmer Pocklington, 
son of Mrs. Emma Pocklington, Nil- 
wood were united in marriage on 
January 13th at 2:00 p. m. at the 
Methodist Episcopal church. Rev. W. 
W. Cutlip, pastor of the church, of¬ 
ficiated. The double ring ceremony 
was used to unite the couple in mar¬ 
riage. 

The bride was beautifully attired 
in a gown of net over white satin and 
she carried a white shower bouquet of 
roses. The attendants were the sis¬ 
ters of the bride. Beulah Denby, maid 
of honor, wore a pink gown and 
Maxine and Helen Denby were at¬ 
tired in gowns of pink and orchid. 
Irvin Pocklington acted as bestman 
and Evan Pocklington and Donald 
Wilson were the ushers. 

Immediately after the wedding cere¬ 
mony a reception was held at the 
home of the bride’s parents. A beau¬ 
tifully decorated three tiered wed¬ 
ding cake graced the bride’s table as 
center piece. 

Mrs. Pocklington is a graduate of 
Carlinville Community High School 
and Blackburn College and recently 
was employed at the M.J.M. Electric 
Cooperative, Inc., until she resigned 
to prepare for her marriage. 

Mr. Pocklington is a prominent 
farmer and dealer in hybrid seed corn. 
The couple will reside on a farm 
east of Nilwood. 
Christmas Day Fire Razes House 

at Ware’s Grove 
Charles Westcott family loses all 

possessions. 
Christmas had a tragic ending for 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Westcott of 
the Ware’s Grove community when 
they were notified Tuesday night that 
their home was on fire. Mr. and 
Mrs. Westcott were at the home of 
the neighbors, Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Grantham, attending a Christmas 
.party. At about 9:30 p. m. Mrs. 
Ralph Bowman, another neighbor 
discovered the entire Westcott house 
in flames. Neighbors were summon¬ 
ed, but the flames had completely en¬ 
veloped the story and a half struc¬ 
ture so that nothing was saved ex¬ 
cept a washing machine which was 
on the back porch. A small cocker 
spaniel dog left at home died in the 
flames. A wind from the west blew 
the flames away from the outbuild- 

JO-CARROLL— 
(From Page Four) 

cher) and Albert ( (Spillane) th* 
linemen of the crew and Alfred 
(Davey) and Lawrence ‘’Bud’’ 
(Biesmann) the sturdy groundmen. 
They’ve built a lot of line in the last 
year, and if the material situation 
ever clears up they’ll build a lot more. 

About Memberships 
A membership in this Cooperative 

is good for a lifetime for the person 
in whose name it is made out. Mem¬ 
berships are also considered as per¬ 
sonal property, good only for the 
member in whose name it is taken 
out. They are definitely not trans- 
ferrable from one person to another. 
If you own a farm that is REA serv¬ 
ed and you sell it, the membership 
you hold will not be of any value to 
the person who purcha'es you) farm. 
He must apply for one in his own 
name in order to receive electric ser¬ 
vice, since under the laws of the 
State of Illinois.we are organized as 
a non-profit organization and are not 
permitted to serve non-members. 

The fee for membership in this Co¬ 
operative as most of you know is five 
dollars. This is definitely not a de¬ 
posit which will be refunded if and 
when you move from an REA served 
farm, btu instead it is a membership 
which when our government loans 
are paid back will entitle you as‘ part 
owner of the Co-op to share in the 
advantages of a non-profit organiza¬ 
tion by paying little more than cost 
for the electricity you use on your 
farms. When you consider that the 
$5.00 collected as a membership fee 
pays for the engineering, all hook and 
map work pertaining to your exten¬ 
sion you can see that there is defi¬ 
nitely no prhfit being made. 

A tenant renting a farm need not 
own a membership in his own name 
if the owner has one. As long as he 
is merely renting and the owner al¬ 
ready owms a membership he can re¬ 
ceive service on his membership, but 
the owner is responsible for the pay¬ 
ment of the bill should the tenant 
leave an unpaid bill at the time he * 
moves. However, if the owner does 
not have a membership and a tenant 
in order to get service would buy a 
membership, when that tenant moves 
he would of course take the member¬ 
ship with him and either the owner 
or the next tenant would have to ap¬ 
ply for membershio before service 
could be restored to that farm. That 
tenant could however, move to any 
REA served farm on our system and 
use that same membership without re¬ 
gard to farm location. 

NO COLD FEET NOW! 

The recently introduced electrically- 
heated blanket has now been follow¬ 
ed by electrically heated rugs which 
have been designed for invalids, for 
use on floors where babies play, or 
for those who suffer from chilled 
feet. 

Old Practice 
The drying of foods has been prac¬ 

ticed for centuries, the authors "ay, 
and dried vegetables were used dur¬ 
ing the Civil war to prevent scurvy. 

mgs so that the house only was 
burned. 

The Westcott house was located on 
the east side of Ware’s Grove hill. 
The frame structure consisted of five 
rooms and the loss included all of the 
Westcott’s possessions, household 
goods and clothing except what they 
were wearing at the time of the fire. 
The origin of the blaze is unknown 
although it is believed to have started 
from an over heated stove. They 
nad banked the fire heavily to prevent 
it from burning out while they were 
away from home attending the Christ¬ 
mas party. Included in the loss were 
the clothing and personal effects of 
their three children, all of whom are 
in the service; Lt. Mary Jane West¬ 
cott, an army nurse stationed at Ft. 
Leonard Wood, Mo.; Kendrick, who 
is in the army in Luxembourg, and 
Charles, Jr., who is in the navy in the 
Philippines. 
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Reap Greater Profits From New “Old Ironfreezer” 

Electrically Equipped Poultry House Slaving for Home 

Lights for poultry cost from one-tenth to three-tenths cents per bird 
per month. 

A successful poultryman knows that 
proper housing and good equipment 
are two of the most important factors 
that put cash in his pocketbook. They 
need not be elaborate nor expensive 
but must be dry, sanitary, comfortable, 
well-lighted and ventilated to meet the 

is recommended. A good roof is es¬ 
sential—either a good quality, heavy 
grade of composition type or wood 
shingles. 

Lights for Layers 

Electric lighting of the poultry 
simple needs of the flock that con- house is worthwhile. Records show 
tribute to good production. that the use of artificial lights from 

If you are planning to build a new September to April materially in¬ 
poultry house, now is the time to lay creases egg production by two or 
plans and line up facilities. First, de- three eggs per bird per month. Non- 
termine the size of the house, allow- metallic wiring and porcelain _ or 
ing three to four square feet of floor shockproof switches are recommend- 
space per bird. | ed. For morning and evening lights, 

Choose Site With Care i one 40-watt bulb with a 16-inch di- 
Selecting a suitable site depends ameter aluminum bronze reflector 

should be used for each 200 square 
feet of floor space. For all-night 
lighting, use 10-watt red bulbs every 
four feet over the roosting section 
and about three feet over the roosts. 

Did you know that 100 chickens 
consume about 7 tons of water a 

? That is why an automatic 

upon the size of enterprise, arrange¬ 
ment of other buildings, farmstead 
exposure, and whether the site is level, 
sloping or on a hillside. The poultry 
house should be at least 100 feet from 
the house and dairy barn. If possible, 
place it in a northerly or easterly di¬ 
rection so prevailing winds will not yeaT 

carry odors to these buildings. | caterer supplied by an electric water 
Wmdows should face south to get sys^em ranks high on the list as a 

A new pamphlet, "Poultry 
Housing for the Laying Flock,’ 
prepared by Max J. LaRock and 
John B. Hayes of the Extension 
Service of the College of Agricid- 
ture, University of Wisconsin, 
containing details and blue prints, 
is available free upon request to 
the Agricultural Bulletin Room, 
University of Wisconsin, Madison, 
Wis. 

roosting, with the perches spaced not 
less than 13 inches on center. For 
convenience in cleaning they should 
be hinged to swing up. Stretch a 
mesh wire below the roosts to collect 
any eggs and to keep the hens out of 
the droppings. 

Most handy nests are made without 
back and hung to the walls by strap 
irons fastened to the nest. Allow one 
nest for each five birds and 15 nests 
to one unit. 

A sun porch or outdoor range 
makes it possible for the flock to 
have access to direct sunlight. Dur¬ 
ing the winter months, however, a 
supplementary source of vitamin D 
is beneficial. An electric sun lamp 
for this purpose is being proven high¬ 
ly efficient and satisfactory. 

the maximum benefit from sunlight. 
Grading the site will provide good 
drainage in all directions. 

A wood frame is satisfactory for 
poultry houses if it is tightly con¬ 
structed and well insulated to insure a 
dry, warm well-ventilated house. 
Walls of solid concrete, sand and 
gravel concrete block, or stone or 
brick result in a cold, damp building 
and heat is lost rapidly through such 
walls. 

Maintain Even Temperature 
High temperature is not necessary, 

(40 to 50°F. is desirable) but it should 
be kept constant for high egg produc¬ 
tion. Sudden changes should be 
avoided. Extra heat is not needed in 
a properly built house. Insulation is 
necessary. Wood shavings, dry saw¬ 
dust, or chopped marsh hay can be 
used if properly protected from mois¬ 
ture. Insulation must be kept dry or 
it loses effectiveness and becomes a 
decay hazard. 

Good poultry house ventilation has 
always been a problem. By good ven¬ 
tilation is meant the removal of im¬ 
pure and especially moisture laden 
air, and replacing it with fresh air 
without creating drafts or making the 
house too cold. Natural ventilation 
is dependent upon the heat generated 
by the birds. In a typical straw loft 
house, fresh air enters through win¬ 
dows and the foul air filters out 
through the straw loft and the louvers 
of door openings in the gables. An 
electric outtake fan properly located 
and adjusted keeps the litter dry, re¬ 
moves all trace of ammonia fumes, 
provides fresh air without drafts, and 
eliminates the labor and cost of re¬ 
placing litter every week and of clean¬ 
ing many dirty eggs. 

Concrete foundations and floors are 
practical—they are durable, ratproof 
and easily cleaned. A 7-foot ceiling 

time and labor saver. Chickens do 
not have the capacity to store up 
water, and therefore should have a 
constant supply so they may drink 
frequently. The simplest and safest 
way of keeping the water from freez¬ 
ing in cold weather is with an electric 
water warmer. A homemade poultry 
water warmer using an electric light 
bulb for the heating element costs 
about $.75 for materials and requires 
about one hour to build. 

Roosts and Nests 
Allow 6 to 8 inches per bird for 

IDEA LEAFLETS 
If you should find some spare time 

to do a little reading this winter, you 
might be interested in some of the 
following bulletins on how to make 
the most use of electricity on your 
farm. To obtain the bulletins, just 
send a self-addressed, stamped en¬ 
velope to Illinois REA News, Peters¬ 
burg, 111. If you order more than two, 
please add an extra stamp because 
some of these leaflets are quite large. 

Keep Home Safe Electrically 
The Small Portable Motor 
Water—When and Where Your 

Garden Needs It 
Planning Farm Water System 
Care of Electric Motor 
It's Smart to Play Safe 
Make Your Own Egg Cooler 
Make Electrical Repairs 
How To Make A Study Lamp 
Haydrier Data 
Make A Motor Table 
Milk Cooling Facts 
Farm Built Hay Hoists 
Stock Tank Water Heater 
Modern Farm Workshop 
Ear-Corn Elevator 

Frozen Food Aids 

SAVE LABOR, STEPS 
WITH RUNNING WATER 

A running water system furnishes fresh, pure water essential to the 
health and production of your hens. 

You may not know it, but "Old 
Ironfreezer” has been working stead¬ 
ily and diligently for you day in and 
out for four years. You see, “Old 
Ironfreezer” is a pioneer in the field 
of frozen foods and its sole purpose 
in life is to enable you to benefit from 
every advancement in the field of 
home preservation of food by freez¬ 
ing. 

"Old Ironfreezer” was built four 
years ago to specifications laid down 
by REA engineers. It is a rectangu¬ 
lar, chest-type (top opening) three 
section cabinet, and is constantly un¬ 
dergoing tests which REA research- j 
ers think will be of value to Mrs 
America in her home preservation of | 
foods by freezing and storing at low j 
temperature. 

Boom in Home Freezers 
REA realized long ago that after the j 

war home freezers would be in great 1 

demand and it wanted to be in a posi¬ 
tion to give rural electric co-ops scien¬ 
tific information because of the adapt¬ 
ability of freezers to farm households. 
That is why "Old Ironfreezer” was 
created. 

Since that time it has been subject¬ 
ed to innumerable tests by REA ex¬ 
perts working under Lenore E. Sater, 
head of the Housing and Household 
Equipment Division of the Bureau of 
Human Nutrition and Home Econom¬ 
ics, and Dr. Earl McCracken, physi¬ 
cist of the Bureau. They want to 
know all the answers about this new 
method of preserving food and they 
want to be sure they are right. 

Check Temperature Variations 
For example, one of the things the 

experts check very closely is the vari¬ 
ation of temperature within a freezer 
under various conditions and in vari¬ 
ous types of food. It is known that 
frozen foods keep better at zero or 
below and one of the first character¬ 
istics of a freezer which must be de¬ 
termined is what temperature varia¬ 
tions occur. Variations in storage 
temperature tend to cause foods to dry 
out. 

"Old Ironfreezer’ has been the gui¬ 
nea pig for tests to determine the 
speed with which various types of 
food may be frozen, how much food 
can be frozen at a time without seri¬ 
ously affecting the temperature in the 
storage compartments, and how best 
to arrange foods in storage compart¬ 
ments after freezing. As a result, you 
know that foods which spoil the 
quickest should be placed in the parts 
of the cabinet which will retain low 
temperature the longest in case the 
freezer stops operating. 

What happens during time of cur¬ 
rent failure or breakdown of freezer 
mechanism? Here again, "Old Iron- 
freezer” is trying to come through 
with the answers. An important test 
is the one to determine the time re¬ 
quired for the food in various loca¬ 
tions in a freezer to thaw out after 
the current is off. The experts find 
that it is not only a question of the 
temperature to which the food comes 
before operation of the freezer is 
resumed but also the time involved in 
reaching that temperature. 

Cost of Operation 
Records are kept to determine cost 

of operation in terms of kilowatt- 
hours of energy per month. "Old 
Ironfreezer" tells us that under gen 
eral-use conditions in varying room 
temperature an average energy cost 
of 0.24 kilowatt-hours per cubic foot 
per 24 hours is required. About 90 
per cent of this energy cost is re 
quired to maintain storage tempera¬ 
tures. 

Other studies conducted at Belts- 
ville, Md., home of “Old Ironfreezer, 
are made to determine the best meth¬ 
ods of preparing foods for freezing 

By IRA MILLER 
Farm Electrification Bureau 

Of all the real down-to-earth bene¬ 
fits electricity brings to the farm, an 
automatic pressure water system pays 
for itself every minute of every day 
of the year. It is certainly one of the 
four farm freedoms—perhaps second 
only to electric light. 

In the postwar world every farm 
family that has electric service, or 
who will then receive it for the first 
time, owes itself a "look at the rec¬ 
ord.” You know, daily chores that 
have long since become habits—a 
sort of automatic drudgery—are often 
not realized for what they really are. 
Here are the facts. 

For hand pumping and carrying 
water for the farm home alone th« 
average yearly work done by some¬ 
one in the farm family takes a full 
month of 8-hour days. If this almost 
unending chore were to be paid for in 
hard cash how much do you think 
the family would get? Three to five 
cents per day! Ridiculous, of course, 
yet that average cost per day would 
operate a running water system, elec¬ 
trically, and at the same time contri¬ 
bute mightily to your enjoyment of 
living on the farm. What are its 
advantages? What can you look for¬ 
ward to after the war? 

Better Living. Because you can have 
clean, fresh water at all times it 
guards your family’s health. 

Safety. A pressure water system is 
a definite fire safety measure that 
might save your home or your barn. 

Increased Profits. It will be a "crop 
insurance” in time of drought and, 
because all livestock need plenty of 
water, your extra dividends will bt 
realized in terms of more eggs or milk 
and healthier animals. 

When planning your postwar im¬ 
provements it would be advisable also 
to consider the value of an automatic 
electric storage water heater. Hot 
water at the turn of a faucet is be¬ 
coming a necessity about the farm and 
in the home. 

As for the automatic electric water 
system itself, in pre-war years it cost 
only a little more than a large all¬ 
wave radio, exclusive of plumbing 

Many hours of hard work are saved 
when you have running water, 

fixtures and supplies. Your cost of 
operating will naturally vary accord¬ 
ing to the quantity of water you use, 
depth from which it is pumped, and 
the cost of power. As we said before, 
an operating cost of only three to five 
cents per day for all the water re* 
quired on an average farm will giv< 
you a 24-hour service that saves for 
you in many ways and may even rep¬ 
resent health and life itself. 

If your farm is home, remember 
that after the war there’ll be no place 
like home—with electricity. 

and for thawing and cooking after 
storage. Foods are evaluated after 
storage periods of various lengths to4^ 
determine retention of nutritive values 
and flavor and texture factors, which 
make up the quality of the food. 



JANUARY—1946 ILLINOIS REA NEWS PAGE FIFTEEN 

* 

CONSTRUCTION PROBLEMS DISCUSSED 

Major topic of discussion at the District Four meeting held in Jackson¬ 
ville in January was the proposal to select a committee of co-op represen¬ 
tatives to meet with a committee of the electrical contractor s association as 
a step toward securing more favorable bids for construction on Illinois 
projects. From the left: E. C. Lewis, district director, who presided; A. E. 
Becker, manager of Menard Electric co-op, Petersburg; Dean Searls, man¬ 
ager of Adams Electric co-op. Camp Point; Second row: Homer T. Brown, 
director, and Fred E. Darr, electrification adviser, Menard co-op; Stanley 
Paris, manager of Illinois Rural Electric company, Winchester; Glen C. 
Waner, John Sargent, G. F. Vollbracht and R. A. McCaskill, directors of 
Adams Electric co-op. 

Dear Co-op Members: 
There is nothing I would like bet¬ 

ter than to have an opportunity to 
talk personally with each one of you 
so that you could have a better un¬ 
derstanding of the problems and ob¬ 
jectives of your co-op, but because 
only part of you could be present at 
our annual meeting at Spark’s Gym¬ 
nasium on January 25, I am taking 
this means of repeating some of the 
salient points in my report for the 
benefit of those who did not hear me 
deliver it in person. 

In presenting my report at the an¬ 
nual meeting, I took into considera¬ 
tion the fact that a large number of 
people attending, as well as many 
who were unable, for one reason or 
another, to be there, have signed for 
service with the co-op, but have not 
yet received it. 

In approaching the question of how 
soon service may be expected by 
most of those waiting for it, I want 
to take a moment to explain in a gen¬ 
eral way how Shelby Electric Co¬ 
operative operates. 

First, anyone who wishes services 
may sign a membership. These 
memberships are then identified by lo¬ 
cating the farmstead on a map of the 
project. Engineers are then assigned 
to the job of estimating how many 
miles of line will be required to serve 
those who have signed up and a list 
of these names must be certified to 
the Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion. 

At the annual meeting last year 
the membership was informed that 
this cooperative had a net worth in 
excess of $112,000 from the sale of 
electric energy. The plant and phys¬ 
ical assets of the cooperative were 
depreciated $12,196 and even writ¬ 
ing off this depreciation, we were 
able to carry $19,642 into surplus. 

Co-op's Rapid Growth 
The energy purchased wholesale 

this year compared to last year has 
increased to such a great extent that 
it was a surprise to the manager and 
board of. directors, but, I want to as¬ 
sure you, a very pleasant and grati¬ 
fying surprise. 

You will understand how our co¬ 
operative has expanded in both size 
and operations when I tell you that 
we paid nearly seven times as much 
for wholesale power during the past 
12 months as we did during the same 
period of time a year before. 

This growth is perhaps better 
explained by telling you that in 
1944 the total kilowatts purchas¬ 
ed was 25,000 more than that 
purchased in 1943. In 1945, the 
co-op purchased 547,200 more 
kilowatts than in 1944. In short, 
the increase was over a half- 
million kilowatts compared with 
only 25,000 the year previous. 
This amount of 547,000 kilowatts 
increase is almost half again as 
many kilowatts as your coopera¬ 
tive purchased in the first 12 
months of operation on its ori¬ 
ginal project. These figures may 
give you some idea of how we’ve 
grown! 
The average line loss for the year 

just ending was 20.6 per cent. This 
means that we actually lost that per¬ 
centage of all electric energy we pur¬ 
chased in transmission losses which 
were largely due to trees and brush 
and to other sources too numerous 
to enumerate here. 

Restrictions All Off 
Since the middle of last summer 

there have been no restriction on 
building as existed during the war. 
In this time, your co-op has connected 
over 300 new members. Most of 
these, however, were located along 
our present line. 

There are, on the other hand, some 
straight extensions included in reach¬ 
ing these 300, but none of the exten¬ 
sions were of any great distance. 
Most of these newly connected mem¬ 
bers have not had an opportunity to 

purchase electrical equipment or ap¬ 
pliances, but in spite of this, the aver¬ 
age monthly consumption of all mem¬ 
bers for the year was 101.6 kilowatt 
hours. • 

Bear in mind that 10 per cent of the 
consumers on the co-op lines are 
churches, schools, or those having 
village rate at less than regular farm 
rates. The average kilowatt-hour 
consumption on the farms exceeded 
105 kwh per month. 

Your co-op serves its system from 

two substations. One is in Christian 
county, and is owned by the co-op; 
the other is in Shelbyville. In Febru¬ 
ary of last year the capacity of the 
Christian county substation was 
doubled and now, just short of a 
year later, it has again almost reach¬ 
ed capacity. We have on order three 
large voltage regulators to install in 
this substation and we hope to re¬ 
ceive them in the next several weeks. 
The cost of these three regulators 
will be $6,000. 

Your co-op has on order an addi¬ 
tional number of oil circuit breakers 
of the same type which were installed 
on our lines this past year. I am 
fully aware of the fact that there are 
certain sections of our lines which 
have too many interruptions due to 
weather conditions and which can be 
taken care successfully by the addi¬ 
tion of these oil circuit breakers. 
They will, of course, be installed as 
soon as they are received and we 
should expect fewer interruptions of 
service after they are at work “guard¬ 
ing" the lines against minor troubles. 
I am sure most members understand 
the function of these breakers. They 
kick off and back on again when 
there is difficulty on the line, restor¬ 
ing service in a matter of seconds. 
If serious trouble; is on the line, after 
kicking bad: in twice, the oil circuit 
breaker remains out and the trouble 
crew goes out. 

The members of the Board of Di¬ 
rectors of your co-op have expressed 
their desire to serve every farmstead 
in our territory that can feasibly be 
served. You understand, of course, 
that it is impossible to build a mile 
or so of line to reach one member. 
This is the reason we ask that when 
we are signing up new members, that 
the average be held to the average 
of two and one-half members per 
mile. 

To those members anxiously wait¬ 
ing for service, it will not be too en¬ 
couraging to tell you that the critical 
shortage of materials, particularly 
poles, will continue for some time to 
delay construction on a sizeable scale. 
Your co-op, therefore, is unable to 
go ahead as rapidly as we would 
like, in construction of the lines 
planned from the $192,000 allotment 
already allowed by REA. We ask 
those waiting for service to be pa¬ 
tient and to realize that we will do 
everything possible to get them as 
early as we possibly can. We wish 
we could tell you something more 
heartening, but until the situation is 
more encouraging, we know that you 
want to know the honest facts. 

In talking to the members at the 

annual meeting I was able to cover a 
number of subjects for which there is 
not space enough here to discuss in 
detail. In skipping over, I do want to 
emphasize that every co-op member 
should take a personal interest in the 
“Poage Bill” in the U. S. House of 
Representatives because it will have a 
vital affect on the future of REA co¬ 
ops and those farmers waiting to be 
served. 

A companion bill has passed 
the Senate and hearing have been 
held on H. R. 1742 which was 
introduced by Representative 
Poage of Texas. This legislation 
calls for an appropriation of 
$550,000,000 to be used for fi¬ 
nancing REA cooperative pro¬ 
jects over a period of three years, 
permitting co-ops to make plans 
over a longer period in estimat¬ 
ing their requirements. 

The private utility companies 
have argued at the Congressional 
hearings on the Poage Bill that 
REA needs only $35,000,000 to 
finish all its operations. A recent 
survey by the managers of co-ops 
in Illinois alone shows that $29,- 
000,000 is needed for complete 
area coverage here in this state. 
It will pay every member of the 
co-op, especially those waiting 
for service, to write to their rep¬ 
resentatives in Congress urging 
them to vote for the Poage Bill. 
I will not take space here to cover 

those points in my report at the an¬ 
nual meeting dealing with how bills 
are figured, tree trimming, hedge re¬ 
moval and the possibilities of the fu¬ 
ture of rural telephones on REA pow¬ 
er lines and the two-way communica¬ 
tions systems for co-ops now in the 
experimental stage. 

These subjects will be covered in 
this and subsequent issues of the Illi¬ 
nois REA News. As a matter of 
fact, an article appears in this issue 
telling of the experiment conducted 
in Arkansas with telephone service 
over REA co-op lines. 

Corn Cobs Compete With 
Corn As Steer Fattener 

The farmer who wonders what he’s 
going to do with the cobs, left over 
from shelled corn, now that his coal 
and wood burning stove may soon 
give way to an electric range, might 
well consider the conclusions reached 
by Paul Gerlaugh of the Ohio Agri¬ 
cultural Experiment station. 

Gerlaugh’s experiments in feeding 
steers show that corn cobs are worth 
50 per cent of their weight in ground 
shelled corn. Steers fed corn and cob 
meal graded the same as those fed 
ground shelled corn. All rations were 
balanced with two pounds of soybean 
meal and four to five pounds of hay 
per steer per day. 

On the basis of tests made by the 
experiment station, a ton of corn and 
cob meal is just as good, Gerlaugh 
says, for fattening cattle as 1,800 
pounds of ground shelled corn. 

All of which leads to the conclu¬ 
sion that “it may be more profitable 
to feed com cobs to cattle than to 
bum them in the kitchen stove.” 

NEWS FROM 
Clinton County 

Breese, 111. 

JOSEPH HEIMANN, Supt. 

HONOR ROLL 
Commercial 

Herman Graham, 4141; Gulf Re¬ 
fining Co., 2146; Nick Babare, 2112; 
C. F. Frazier, 1664; J. J. Lynn, 451; 
Southern Illinois Artificial Breeding 
Assn., 304. 

Non-Farm 
E. W. Striebinger, 867; A. J. Mar- 

cham, 424; Otto Meier, 342. 
Farm 

Ed Merrill, 1268; Jos. H. Heimann, 
1092; Clarence Dickhaut, 964; Vin¬ 
cent P. Schaefer, 850; Henry Kalmer, 
822; Aloys Waltering, 818; Harvey 
Klingelhoefer, 660; Fred Thoms, 650; 
Eugene Horstmann, 648; Paul J. 
Huels, 645; Harvey Harpstrite, 594; 
Louis Heimann. 584; Albert Liecht. 
578; Joseph F. Ratermann, 560; Em¬ 
ma Schumacher, 550; Arthur O. 
Riess, 510; Vincent Albers, 509; El¬ 
mer Schuchmann, 505; August 
Buehne, 505; Edmund Riess, 485; 
Robert Bales, 477; Mildred Felton, 
468; Mrs. John B. Ratermann, 452; 
Alphonse Hustedde, 431; Alfred L. 
Stein, 429; Charles R. Good, 426; 
Joseph Meyer, 425; M. D. Walker, 
424; William Varel, 420; Ed Carson, 
420; Alphonse Olliges, 418; Alvis B. 
Loepker, 416; Frank Meyer, 407; 
Bernard J. Hemker, 402; Elmer G. 
Haake, 397; Carrie Felton, 391; Wm. 
Murphy, 385; Oliver J. Schroeder, 
368; A1 Donnewald, 364; Edward 
Hugo, 363; A1 Groene, 361; Adam 
Nettles, 360; Henry Bergmann, 355; 
Gerhard Timmermann, 354; Frank 
Heinzmann, 352; Albert E. Debatin, 
350; Wilmer Schlichter, 350; An¬ 
thony Rakers, 345; Bernard J. Gebke, 
343; Ben Bruns, 339; Ben Reusing, 
337; Fred C. Fruend, 335; Talmadge 
Outhouse, 335; Fred J. Hempen, 334; 
John Gebke, 334; Frank Hansemann, 
334; Mont Criley, 333; Mrs. Marie 
Lippert, 331; Mrs. Rose Lohman, 
326; Harvey Huelskoetter, 325; Joe 
Kampwerth, 322; Louis Varel, 320; 
Lewis Weidle, 319; August Rakers, 
315; Walter S. Ruth, 310; Adam 
Kohrs, 308; Louis Korte, 300; Her¬ 
bert Kraemer, 300; Ray Roper, 300; 
Robert Hayden, 300; Alphonse Var¬ 
el, 300; Bert Matthews, 300. 

REA Arrivals 
Baby girl to Mr. and Mrs. Elmer 

Nehrt of Carlyle, Dec. 19. 

Baby girl to Mr. and Mrs. Hy 
Kluemke of Breese, Dec. 22. 

Baby boy to Mr. and Mrs. August 
Buehne of Breese, Dec. 23. 

Baby boy to Mr. and Mrs. Albert 
Debatin of Carlyle, Jan. 5. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Korte say the 
return of their son, Vincent, who has 
been in service in the European area 
for the past two years, made their 
holidays complete. 

Alois Molitor of the U. S. Army, 
for the past several years, serving 
with the 37th Division in the South 
Pacific area, arrived home last week 
honorably discharged. 

Edwin Wobbe returned Sunday, 
honorably discharged after serving in 
the Pacific area. 

Two Sisters Killed by Train in 
Carlyle 

Miss Leona Becker, 23, and her sis¬ 
ter Louise, 20, daughters of Mrs. 
Elizabeth Becker of Carlyle were 
killed yesterday when their automo¬ 
bile was struck by a Baltimore & 
Ohio Railroad passenger train at a 
grade crossing. They were returning 
to their home from their place of em¬ 
ployment, the Shoe Factory, when the 
accident happened. Deepest sympa¬ 
thy is extended. The Beckers were 
former REA users. 

Four Killed in Auto Accident 
Leander N. Revermann, 35, his 

wife, Eleanor Dumstorff Revermann. 
34, and their children Herbert. 6, and 
Judy, 16 months, were killed in an 
auto accident on'Route 127 north of 
Nashvjlle as they were returning to 
their fiome in Selma, Texas; after at¬ 
tending the funeral of Mr. Rever- 
mann’s mother. Two other children 
were injured and are in St. Marys 
hospital, Centralia. The parents of 

TELEPHONES OVER REA 
LINES ASSURED FROM 

SUCCESSFUL TESTS 
A successful experiment forecast¬ 

ing the eventful installation of tele¬ 
phones without extra lines in rural 
homes was conducted in Arkansas 
during December with a long-distance 
call to REA Administrator Wickard 
climaxing the test. 

Installation of the experimental 
equipment was made by the Bell 
Telephone Company in cooperation 
with the Craighead Electric coopera¬ 
tive at Jonesboro. Instruments were 
connected in farm homes near Brook- 
land, Arkansas, the numbers were 
dialed, and conversations took place 
free of interference, the messages be¬ 
ing clear and distinct. 

The new telephone, still in the ex¬ 
perimental stage, utilizes an elec¬ 
tronic device known as a “coupler" 
which generates high frequency 
waves which carry telephone mes¬ 
sages along electric power lines. 

Telephone technicians pronounced 
the experiment a success after a ser¬ 
ies of calls were made on the local 
telephones and a long-distance call 
completed to Administrator Wick¬ 
ard in St. Louis. 

Excellent Possibilities 
Although dial instruments were 

used in the experiment, telephone 
engineers said non-dial telephones 
will work as well. Figures have not 
been computed as to cost for rural 
telephone service using electric pow¬ 
er lines but estimates indicate that 
the tremendous savings effected by 
using already established lines will 
make the new telephone 'Service eco¬ 
nomically practical. 

Bell laboratories have been experi¬ 
menting since 1938 with the idea of 
telephones using electric power lines. 
Difficulties began with the fact that 
power lines were not designed to car¬ 
ry telephone messages with exten¬ 
sions leading in all directions, and 
many noises that would interfere 
with telephone conversation. 

Engineers had to solve the prob¬ 
lem of making the power and tele¬ 
phone energy travel side by side on 
the same line without interfering 
with each other, the problem of en¬ 
tering and leaving the power line, 
and many others. 

Although telephone engineers have 
warned that the carrier telephone is 
still in the experimental stage and 
that further experiments will be ne¬ 
cessary before it can be adapted 
commercially, the new equipment 
promises eventually to greatly in¬ 
crease the value of REA cooperative 
electric systems throughout the na¬ 
tion and to provide telephone service 
to several millions of farmers who 
might otherwise be prohibited by 
costs from enjoying telephone ser¬ 
vice. 

Additional experiments with the 
new telephone equipment have been 
planned in other states. 

EDITORIAL 
(From Page Two) 

—examining the record of 
every candidate regardless of 
his political affiliation—and 
electing only that candidate 
whose voting record has been 
and will logically continue to 
be in the interests of co-ops. 
This is an election year—a 
year in which the cooperative 
strength of the state and nation 
can assert itself through a sub¬ 
stantial indication that the far¬ 
mers of America carry a potent 
weapon in the form of the bal¬ 
lot box, and more important— 
know how to use it. 

Eleanor Dumstorff Revermann are 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Dumstorff, REA 
users. Deepest sympathy. 

A very beautiful wedding was sol¬ 
emnized in St. Marys church, Tren¬ 
ton, on December 26 when Cleopha 
Athmer became the bride of Eugene 
Lohman. Congratulations and best 
wishes. The Lohman’s are REA 
members. 
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New Artificial Breeding Association 
Dedicated To Improving Dairy Stock 
Organized As Co-op By 

Farmers In Several 
Illinois Counties 

Dedicated to improving dairy stock 
in Illinois through providing “a mil¬ 
lionaire’s bull” to the dairyman of 
average circumstances, the newest co¬ 
operative in the state has demon¬ 
strated, in the short time since it was 
organized, that artificial insemination 
is superior in every respect to the pre • 
viously accepted methods for develop¬ 
ing a herd of registered stock. 

A small group of dairymen in and 
around Clinton county first conceived 
the idea of forming a stockmen’s co¬ 
operative in March of last year, each 
pledged his time and endeavors to 
launching the new enterprise, and a 
quota of 2000 cows signed for arti¬ 
ficial insemination was set as the goal 
to be attained before actually forming 
a cooperative. 

During the next several weeks 
these men called on the farmers in 
Clinton, Madison, Bond, St. Clair, 
Marion and Washington counties, 
and found the response to their pro¬ 
posal so enthusiastic that by the first 
week in June they were ready to 
negotiate articles of incorporation and 
the Southern Illinois Artificial Breed¬ 
ing Association was formed with 
2,200 cows signed for breeding. 

Establish Headquarters 
A bam located one mile west of 

Breeze on U. S. Highway 50 was ac¬ 
quired for the headquarters, it was re¬ 
modeled to accommodate five bulls, 
and equipped with a modern labora¬ 
tory where insemination technicians 
can do their exacting work. 

Of primary importance in the prep¬ 
aration and preservation of semen 
from the registered bull is equipment 
which will keep all instruments ster- J 
ilized and refrigeration for keeping 
the stored fluid at proper tempera¬ 
tures.. These problems were solved 
by the new Association taking out a 
membership in the Clinton County 
Electric cooperative at Breeze, and 
the barn and laboratory were wired 
for electricity which was connected 
with the REA co-op line shortly after 
the alterations were completed. 

Actual operations of the new as¬ 
sociation got underway in late Sep¬ 
tember after F. G. Stevenson of Spar¬ 
ta, a graduate in animal and dairy 
husbandry of the University of Illi¬ 
nois, assumed his duties as manager 
and chief technician on September 1. 
Three months later, Stevenson and 
his staff of technicians had artificially 
bred over 1300 cows in the several 
counties served by the Association 
and more members and more cows 
were signed up for service with each 
passing week. 

Advantages Recognized 
The advantages of artificial breed¬ 

ing were soon recognized by the 
dairymen, many of whom were quick 
to acknowledge that keeping a bull 
in a dairy herd is at best a danger¬ 
ous plan because of the notorious dis¬ 
position of the animal. Each year, 
throughout the country, reports are 
circulated of handlers who are seri¬ 
ously injured or killed by an enraged 
bull. Members of an artificial breed- 
-r’s association are not subject to this 
ianger. 

Aside from the ever-present risk 
>f maintaining a bull, the cost of 
ceeping one also figures to the ad¬ 
vantage of Association breeding. On 
the average, a stockman pays be¬ 
tween $100 and $200 for a bull of 
reasonably good blood strain, he pays 
another $100 a year to feed him, and 
atfer two or three years, must sell him 
because he has reached the most dan¬ 
gerous age, and because after that 
period of time, serious in-breeding in 
the herd would result. 

As a member of the Southern Illi¬ 
nois Artificial Breeding Association, 
on the other hand, a dairy farmer can 
have his cows bred to registered bulls 
valued at several thousands of dol¬ 

lars without even taking the cows 
©ut of his ba’-n Over a period of 

several years, he not only will greatly 
improve the blood strain of his herd 
with the proven financial increases 
such improvement brings, but he will 
not have the hazard of in-breeding 
and the handling of a bull on his 
farm. 

Nor will he need to worry about 
losing his investment in a bull should 
it die, or pay veterinary bills to keep 
it well. Even if he gained substantial 
increases in the value of his herd 
from maintaining a good bull, he runs 
the risk of having such gains wiped 
out should anything disastrous hap¬ 
pen to his bull. 

Simplified Procedure 
Artificial insemination of cattle has 

long since passed the guess-work 
stage and has become an established 
method of breeding registered cattle 
in several sections of the country. 
As its many advantages are under¬ 
stood by cattlemen, it invariably is 
adopted as standard practice. 

The procedure is comparatively 
simple. Semen is extracted from the 
bull under controlled conditions by 
technicians trained in this special 
work; the semen is processed in the 
laboratory and kept at proper tem¬ 
perature to sustain the life of the 
spermatozoa until it is used to impreg¬ 
nate a cow. 

Records kept at some laboratories 
show that as many as 200 cows have 
been fertilized with the semen ex¬ 
tracted at one time from a bull; the 
Southern Illinois Artificial Breeding 
Association technicians, however, cus¬ 
tomarily service between 20 and 30 
cows from a single extraction. 

Arrangements are made for service 
by the Breeding Association at Breeze 
by a telephone call before 9:30 
o’clock each morning or, if a dairy¬ 
man knows sufficiently in advance 
when he must have cows bred, he can 
schedule a technician and confirm his 
predictions by telephone the morning 
of the day he will want service. 

With his kit of sterile equipment 
and an itinerary mapped out for him, 
each technician makes his appointed 
rounds during the day, performing the 
artificial insemination technique in the 
cow barn at each of his stops along 
the way. He maintains a record of 
his calls and enters a notation of his 
visit and the dates he will return on 
two subsequent trips to complete the 
breeding procedure. On his final call, 
the technician furnishes the dairyman 
with a receipt approved by the Pure¬ 
bred Dairy Cattle Association which 
serves as proof that the cows have 
been bred from a registered bull 
whose pedigree and name is on rec¬ 
ord. All technicians of the Southern 
Illinois Artificial Breeding Associa¬ 
tion have their signatures on record 
with the Purebred Cattle Association 
so that all services rendered are easily 
proved bonafide. 

Membership Requirements 
No fee is charged for membership 

in the new Association, those wishing 
to join merely being asked to sign 
up for the number of cows they agree 
to have bred by artificial insemina¬ 
tion, paying half of the nominal 
breeding fee at the time of joining, 
the balance to be paid when the 
breeding service has been completed. 

More than 3,000 cows have been 
signed for service, 1,200 in the Litch¬ 
field area where the Association has 
recently opened a branch. 

The Board of Directors is com¬ 
prised of the group of men who 
founded the organization and can¬ 
vassed the several counties adjacent 
to Clinton county to stimulate inter¬ 
est in the enterprise. J. B. Heimann 
of Trenton is president; Oliver Spitze 
of Edwardsville, vice president; Mar¬ 
tin Schaeffer of Hoyleton, secretary, 
Joseph H. Heimann, of Albers, treas¬ 
urer; and Alfred Stein, Shattu; Au¬ 
gust Diekman, Lebanon; Kermit Lan- 
dolt, Highland; Clarence Smith, Mul¬ 
berry Grove, board members. 

Mixing "buffer solution” for diluting semen in the laboratory of the Southern Illinois Artificial Breeding 
Association near Breeze, Illinois, T. G. Stevenson, manager and chief technician, is shown against a background 
of electrical appliances essential to the successful operation of the laboratory, including an electric sterilizer, water, 
heater and refrigerator. On the hot water tank can be seen several of the thermos bottles in which fluid is kept 
after being removed from the refrigerator and preserved until used for insemination of a cow. The laboratory is 
served by Clinton County Electric cooperative at Breeze. 

„  - if technician, is removing the lid from his electric sterilizer 
in which instruments are kept under 15 pounds steam pressure (257 degrees Fahrenheit) in order to be surgically 
sterile when used for artificial breeding of registered cows when they arrive, properly protected, at the barn of 
a dairyman in the area served by the new cooperative Association. RIGHT—Earl Glassmaker, a technician on 
the staff of the Artificial Breeding Association packs his kit in preparation for making his rounds to carry the 
benefits of breeding from "a millionaire’s bull” to the average dairyman in the farm community adjacent to Clinton 
county. Manager Stevenson takes a last-minute call from a member who requests that Glassmaker stop at his 
farm near Carlyle to inseminate several cows. 

NEWS FROM 

Farmers Mutual 
Geneseo, 111. 

WALTER PARSON, Mgr. 

Frozen beverages were known In 
European countires as early as the 
15th century. 

FARMERS MUTUAL ANNUAL 
MEETING 

Important! 
TO OUR MEMBERS; Please ar¬ 

range to attend the annual meeting 
of your Cooperative Monday, Janu¬ 
ary 28, 1946, at the City Building, 
Geneseo, Illinois, at 1:30 P. M. The 
Nominating Committee consisting of 
Mr. Oscar Hulting, Chairman, Floyd 
A. Nelson, Secretary, William A. 
Bismark, Arthur C. Nelson and Ro¬ 
bert J. Hamilton, members, on Decem¬ 
ber 22, 1945, unanmiously nominated 
to serve as Directors for a period of 
three years, the following members: 

Jacob Gottsche 
Matthew Smith 
William J. Fairlie 

The Nominating Committee, after 
proper investigation, were of the 
opinion that Mr. Gottsche, President, 
Mr. Smith and Mr. Fairlie, Directors, 
have served your Cooperative very 
competently in the past and in view 
of such satisfactory service they 
should be nominated for reelection to 
succeed themselves. Each of these 
gentlemen in cooperation with their 
fellow board members consisting of 
Messrs. Ira Sieben, Vice President, 
M. Theo. Anderson, Secretary-treas¬ 
urer, Charles Klavohn, Charles Yag¬ 
er, William Meier and Maurice Lewis 

One of several registered bulls of the Breeding Association "Newmonf. 
Major 18,” above, looks at the camerman with unconcealed curiosity from 
his pen in the barn of the Associations headquarters near Breeze. From & 
long line of registered stock widely heralded for its high milk productivity, 
"the Major” was acquired by the Association from Vermont. 

have been commended by the Rural 

Electrification Administration for 
their conservative judgement in the 
economical operation of your Co¬ 
operative. These gentlemen have look¬ 
ed after the interest of your Coop¬ 
erative competently and consistently 
over the years without any remunera¬ 
tion whatsoever. It is due in a large 
measure to their economical judg¬ 
ment and cooperative spirit that your 
Cooperative is able to provide you 
members with electric service at an 
overall rate somewhat lower than 
your neighbors being served by any 

other source. You can show your ap« 
preciation to these gentlemen for the 
services they are rendering in your 
behalf by attending the Annual Meet¬ 
ing. Please try to attend the Annual 
Meeting if you can possibly arrange 
to do so. 

Birth of Electric Range 
Manufacture of the electric range 

was made possible by the discovery^ 
in 1907 that nickel-chromium wire 
would withstand temperatures up to 
2,000 degrees Fahrenheit without dis¬ 
integrating. 

WHERE REGISTERED STOCK B1EEDIMG STARTS 


