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Action on Appropriations for REA 
Lagging; Quotas A re Nearly Gone 

Bills Pending To Give Program 
$585,000,000 for Construction 

With Rural Electrification Administration fund quotas com¬ 
pletely exhausted in some states under current appropriations, 
the present situation relative to construction of REA lines in 
some areas of the nation is the most critical ever faced by 
the agency, it has been learned on good authority. 

Despite efforts made by sponsors 
of bills which would provide REA 
with ample funds for construction of 
rural power lines now and in the 
post-war future, congress has been 
too busy with action over confirma¬ 
tion of various appointments to con¬ 
sider the pending measures. 

Both Senator Scott Lucas of Illi¬ 
nois and Representative W. R. Poage 
of Texas have proposed bills author¬ 
izing loan allotments totaling $585,- 
000,000 for the REA construction pro¬ 
gram. An appropriation of this mag¬ 
nitude would permit REA coopera¬ 
tives to provide thousands of farm 
homes and rural industries through¬ 
out the country with service in the 
immediate future, and also would 
place the rural electrification pro¬ 
gram on a sound basis for expanding 
its facilities after the war. 

The serious situation facing REA 
is emphasized by information, re¬ 
ceived today from reliable sources, 
that a $35,000,000 deficiency appro¬ 
priation measure, passage of which 
had been sought by Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration leaders to bolster 
dwindling construction funds, has 
been rejected by the congressional 
budget bureau. 

In view of this alarming situation, 
REA cooperative leaders today said 
that it is imperative that all REA 
co-op members write at once to their 
congressmen and representatives urg¬ 
ing that they exert every effort to 
get immediate, favorable action on 
REA appropriations. Unless funds are 
available, it will be impossible for 
REA cooperatives to serve the large 
number of approved applicants who 
are now awaiting electricity to fur¬ 
ther the war effort. 

Action calling for the utmost co¬ 
operation from Illinois congressmen 
in giving favorable and prompt at¬ 
tention to REA appropriations will 
undoubtedly be taken at a meeting 
of the board of the Association of 
Illinois Electric cooperatives to be 
held in the near future. 

Senator Lucas’ bill is before the 
Agricultural Committee of the senate 
and Representative Poage’s bill is be¬ 
fore the Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce in the House. 

The lack of funds needed to build 
rural lines works a severe hardship 
upon farmers who need electric ser¬ 
vice NOW to offset manpower short¬ 
ages and to continue producing food 
at top levels demanded by govern¬ 
ment leaders. 

Texas REA leaders charge that a 
"delay in construction of REA lines 
would also enable private utility 
firms to engage in extensive cream- 
skimming activities—extending elec¬ 
tric service only to the best farms in 
thickly populated areas. Such action 
would make it impossible for the co¬ 
operatives ever to serve the entire 
area.” 

Leaders in the rural electrification 
field consider the pasage of bills, 
aimed at granting appropriations for 

the REA program, of paramount im¬ 
portance to the unserved farmers of 
the nation. REA cooperative mem¬ 
bers are urged to write their con¬ 
gressmen and impress upon them the 
need for appropriations for construc¬ 
tion of rural lines. 

A lack of funds now, it was said, 
would imperil the entire REA post¬ 
war area-coverage program, because 
it will do little good to attempt to 
build lines to areas already sealed off 
by utility companies which, appar¬ 
ently, have ample reserves to con¬ 
struct lines as rapidly as certificates 
of convenience are approved. 

Pass Resolution 
The state board of the Texas Pow¬ 

er Reserve Electric Cooperative, Inc., 
recently adopted a resolution calling 
upon congress to take immediate ac¬ 
tion on the Lucas and Poage REA 
financing bills. 

In its resolution, the Texas board 
pointed out the difficulties under 
which farmers in that state have op¬ 
erated during the war and the help 
which has been given them by elec¬ 
tricity. The board then went on to 
state that “the amount of money made 
available by the Congress for the 
current fiscal year to the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration for loans 
to the cooperatives to finance the 
construction of these vitally impor¬ 
tant rural electric lines is insufficient 
and will be exhausted in the very 
near future.” 

Terming cooperation a program of 
“living, working and playing togeth¬ 
er,” Harry Edmunds of Cedar, Minn., 
a director of the National Rural Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative association, ad¬ 
dressed members of Corn Belt Elec¬ 
tric cooperative, Bloomington, and 
Adams Electric cooperative, Camp 
Point, at annual meetings late last 
month.' 

Harry Edmunds 

Mr. Edmunds compared the opera¬ 
tion of REA cooperatives to the old 
neighborly ideas of barn raising and 
quilting bees. 

Two Attorneys 
Work On Plans 

To Aid Co-ops 
Efforts to bring about a satisfac¬ 

tory understanding of views between 
the Illinois REA cooperatives and the 
Illinois Commerce Commission con¬ 
tinued this month, following a con¬ 
ference of state-wide REA- represen¬ 
tatives and the Illinois Agricultural 
Association board in- Chicago. 

Out of the conference, at which 
commission control of REA cooper¬ 
atives, area coverage programs and 
other matters vital to the rural elec¬ 
trification field were discussed, came 
this plan: 

That William Harris, attorney for 
McDonough Power cooperative of 
Macomb, and Paul Mathias, I.A.A., 
attorney, each prepare amendments 
to the Mutual Telephone act exempt¬ 
ing, as far as possible, REA cooper¬ 
atives from commission jurisdiction. 

It was suggested that the two at¬ 
torneys exchange their respective 
proposed amendments for further 
study and possible compromise, if 
need be. The completed measure then 
is to be presented to the board of the 
Association of Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
eratives for its approval. 

What will be done about securing 
approval of individual REA cooper¬ 
atives in the state has not yet been 
worked out, inasmuch as state-wide 
meetings, at which the matter could 
come to a vote, have been ruled out 
because of the ODT ban on sessions 
attended by more than 50 persons. 

Plans are also underway for anoth¬ 
er meeting between commission mem¬ 
bers and the state-wide legislative 
committee to further discuss the REA 
problems with a view toward work¬ 
ing out an equitable solution. 

“When you help the other fellow,” 
he said, “you are only helping your¬ 
self. Cooperation is the middle road, 
differing from the philosophies desig¬ 
nated as right and left. 

“In true cooperation, people work 
and play together. It is a matter of 
you help me and I’ll help you.” 

Main Principles 
Mr. Edmunds listed as cardinal 

principals of a cooperative these 
main points: “Open membership, one 
member one vote and a vote for ev¬ 
ery member, limited interest on cap¬ 
ital, cash basis, neutrality on religion 
and politics, constant education and 
continual expansion.” 

Reviewing the progress made in 
the REA movement, the NRECA 
director said that the REA cooper¬ 
atives have to date made pre-pay¬ 
ments on their loans totaling $18,- 
000,000 and added that less than 
one-fifth of one per cent of money 
borrowed can be considered delin¬ 
quent. The so-called delinquent 
amount, “money over 30 days past 
due,” totals $280,000, Mr. Edmunds 
declared. He urged all REA coop¬ 
erative members to work together in 
building up their projects, saying 
that “every dollar paid on your 
debts” puts you that much nearer 
your goal of owning your own co¬ 
operative. 

Williams Not 
Yet Confirmed 
As Chief Of REA 

Aubrey Williams, President Roose¬ 

velt’s choice for REA administrator, 
stands today, as the Illinois REA 
News goes to press, on the thresh- 
hold of success or failure in his fight 
for senatorial confirmation of his ap¬ 
pointment to succeed Harry Slattery. 

Williams’ appointment was report¬ 
ed out unfavorably by the agricul¬ 
tural committee and was, therefore, 
sent to the senate under this adverse 
light. The senate, however, does not 
always follow the recommendations 
of its committees in making final de¬ 
cisions on various presidential ap¬ 
pointments. 

It is expected that action on the 
appointment of Williams, former 
NYA administrator, will be acted up¬ 
on later this month. The fight over 
the appointment seems to have cen¬ 
tered around several special groups 
and Williams now is reputed to have 
the support of labor blocks and is be¬ 
ing opposed by some farm organ¬ 
izations. 

Illinois Rural 
Electric Plans 
Meeting April 7 

The annual meeting of Illinois Rur¬ 
al Electric company will be held 
April 7 in Winchester high school, it 
is announced by S. R. Farris, man¬ 
ager. 

Program plans are not yet complete, 
but features of the day may include 
an illustrated talk by an electrical 
supply company representative on 
farm water systems, first aid demon¬ 
stration by D. B. Bidle, head of the 
Illinois REA safety and job training 
committee, and a talk by Louisan 
Mamer, director of farm youth or¬ 
ganizations for REA. 

Utility Firm Connects 
615 Farms During Year 

The Public Service company of 
Northern Illinois, according to reports 
made by the president, Britton I. 
Budd, added 615 rural customers to 
its lines last year. It now has 6212 
miles of rural line. 

Starting in 1911, the utility has 
brought its number of rural consum¬ 
ers from 127 to 25,010 in the 16- 
county area in which it operates. j 

Work Together, 
Help Others Is 
REA Mans Flea 

“Work together for the good of 
all and you will have a community 
which, more than ever, will be re¬ 
garded by the boys in service as 
worth coming back to.” 

This statement, aimed at encourag¬ 
ing cooperative effort by all REA 
members in promoting electricity on 
an area coverage plan, was one of 
the principal points made by James 
Salisbury, economic analyst of the 
Rural Electrification Administration, 
in speaking late last month at the 
annual meeting of Menard Electric 
cooperative in Petersburg. 

“REA borrowers in Illinois,” he 
said, are making plans for a $19,- 
500,000 postwar expansion program 
that will bring electricity to 42,700 
unserved rural consumers withia 
three years after materials and man* 
power become available for large-* 
scale rural power line construction. 

“Fifteen million dollars would be 
used to build distribution lines and 

$4,500,000 to finance generation and 
transmission facilities, installation of 
plumbing and electrical equipment on 
farms and in rural homes, and the 
improvement of existing rural elec¬ 
tric systems. 

5-Year Program 
“This state program is part of a 

proposed national program of REA 
financing totaling $579,000,000 which 
in turn, is part of a projected 5-year 
program of rural electrification by 
all agencies, REA-financed and oth¬ 
ers. REA estimates that the 5-year 
program will bring electric service 
to 5,655,000 rural establishments and 
stimulate a total market for goods 
and services amounting to more than 
$5,500,000,000. In addition to more 
than one billion dollars for power 
lines, this estimate includes amounts 
that would be expended for wiring, 
electrical appliances and plumbing by 
consumers receiving service for the 
first time and by consumers already 
on existing rural electric lines. 

“On the basis of the 1940 census 
reports, it seems likely that as many 
as 173,000 rural dwellings do not yet 
have central station electric service 
in Illinois. Extension of service to a 
substantial part of these unserved 
rural homes would involve the con¬ 
struction of thousands of miles of 

(Turn to Page Sixteen) 

TOP PRINCIPALS OF COOPERATION 
OUTLINED BY NRECA BOARD MEMBER 

•  

ITS FUN TO RELAX—and sit down with farm [oiks alter the lor- 
mality o[ delivering a major address at an annual meeting. At least, that’* 
the way James Salisbury, economic analyst ot the Rural Electrification, feel* 
as he tells a few stories and talks over farm problems with a group of Men- 
ard Electric co-op members. Mr. Salisbury is shown above, third from the 
left, with Stuart Carlisje, son of Mr. and Mrs. George Carlisle, of Carthage, 
on his right. Stuart’s father is a member of the board of Western Illinois 
Electric cooperative. 
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Editor's Note; Believing that 
editorials are best when they 
express the very heart of the 
subject at hand, the Illinois 
REA News this month takes 
the liberty of publishing on its 
editorial page an address given 
by Roy Sharrow, president of 
Adams Electric cooperative of 
Camp Point. This address, we 
feel, has a story to tell of the 
struggles inherent in starting 
all REA projects; and reviews 
accomplishments and looks to 
the future as all REA coopera¬ 
tives should. 

“It is with a great deal of 
pride that I welcome you again 
to this our sixth annual meet¬ 
ing as members of a coopera¬ 
tive that has grown from a 
twinkling of a small yard light 
on the Steffen place near the 
sub-station to miles and miles 
of line stretching out in every 
direction, until it reaches the 
far-flung corners of three coun¬ 
ties — Adams, Brown and 
Schuyler. 

“We have come a long way 
from that cold day in March, 
1939, when a faithful few brav¬ 
ed the cold and snow, drove 
out from Quincy to the sub¬ 
station, threw a switch which 
energized a few miles of line, 
and then went racing down the 
highway to the nearest farm 
home to turn on the transform¬ 
er and witness the bright 
beams of the first electric light 
to be transformed by our own 
cooperative. 

Dream Comes True 
“A dream that had been in 

the minds of some of us for a 
long time finally came true. In 
order that you might realize 
the bigness of this organiza¬ 
tion, of which you are a mem¬ 
ber, I wish it were possible 
some evening to take an air¬ 
plane and soar up into the sky 
to a height where the eye could 
see at a glance all of the rol¬ 
ling hills and flat prairies from 
the grand old Mississippi on 
the west'to the winding water 
of the beautiful Illinois on the 
east with its many, many farm 
homes and hamlets lit up with 
electricity; see the home-maker 
busily engaged in performing 
her evening chores with the 
heat, light and power which 
her own cooperative is furnish¬ 
ing and the barns, the hog 
house, the cattle sheds and 
even the poultry houses gleam¬ 
ing with light and filled with 
living activity. 

“You would also see the men 
folk busily engaged with their 
evening chores—happy and 
content, after the day’s work 
in the fields was done, with 
the thought that it was no long¬ 
er necessary for them to 
stumble and fall around in the 
dark while going from barn to 
shed under the shadow of a 
dirty, smoky lantern. 

“From that lofty height you 
could see the thousands upon 
thousands of poles with their 
cross arms, insulators and tie 
wires and see the miles and 
miles of shining wire which not 
only bring electric energy to 
the farm home but happiness, 
entertainment, c o n t e n tment 
and the saving of man power 
—so badly needed in this time 
of war. 

“If one could see this at a 
glance—the things I have de¬ 
scribed—you would better un¬ 
derstand the immensity of this 
undertaking and the thing 
which your government is try¬ 
ing to do for the rural people 
of America. 

Reality Now 
“This is not a pipe dream or 

an illusion of a 20th century 
dreamer but a reality with 
over 1600 satisfied members 
and around 700 miles of line 
which tie us together in one 
big family better known as a 
cooperative. The thing that 
makes us proud is the fact that 
we built these lines on our own 
initiative, with our own money, 
borrowed from ourselves (the 
government) at a low rate of 
interest, every dollar of which 
we expect to repay. 

“Our future plans call for 
area ’coverage, which means 
that after the restrictions of 
war are removed and we build 
into a certain area, no farm 
house will be deprived of elec¬ 
tric current because they hap¬ 
pen to live just a little farther 
down the road. REA is not go¬ 
ing to make the same mistake 
that the utility companies made 
with the rural people—to drink 
the cream and leave the milk 
to sour. We think that the man 
who lives down the road is just 
as important as the man who is 
lucky enough to live along side 
the high line. 

Have Patience 
“But the thing that concerns 

us and the thing we have given 
quite a bit of consideration to is 
the impatience of some in re¬ 
gard to the length of time it 
takes to establish their connec¬ 
tion. Poles, thansformers, met¬ 
ers, conductors are all made of 
material vital to the war effort 
and, therefore, restricted to us. 
In spite of the fact that your 
manager and board of directors 
would like to build to every 
farm house TOMORROW we 
are STILL under those restric¬ 
tions that effect material and 
man power. 

“So these are the things we 
would like for YOU as mem¬ 
bers to carry home to your 
friends and neighbors who are 
as yet without electricity. 

“After the war we have 
great plans for our member¬ 
ship. Science and inventions 
have brought about great dis¬ 
coveries in the past few years. 
These things which are now 
used for the destruction of hu¬ 
manity will then be used for 
the rebuilding of a war torn 
world. We are making plans 
for our cooperative to receive 
its share that we might build a 
stronger, more efficient coop¬ 
erative in the years to come.” 

& 

What About NTE A? 
The National Tax Equality 

Association, with offices at 231 
South LaSalle street, Chicago, 
has an ax to grind . . . and it 
appears that it is being sharp¬ 
ened for use in cutting down 
cooperative business groups. 
The association's fight is being 
aimed at increasing the tax 
burden of cooperatives. 

Cooperative Consumer, in a 
recent issue, has this to say 
concerning the NTEA and its 
president, Ben C. McCabe, 
head of the International Ele¬ 
vator company of Minneapolis, 
Minn.: 

“Mr. McCabe is fighting co¬ 
operatives on the one hand but 
it seeking their business on the 
other. He is doing business 
with cooperatives in both the 
United States and Canada. He 
is using electricity from an 
REA cooperative at Huntley, 
Mont., to power his elevator 
and feed-mixing equipment. 
Now and then he sells a coun¬ 
try elevator to a farmers’ co¬ 
operative. 

“NTEA is set up in the vari¬ 
ous states as well. Texas and 
Louisiana middlemen are rais¬ 
ing $58,500 to carry on the an¬ 
ti-cooperative fight in those two 
states. The nation’s middlemen 
are ‘ganging up' on the co-ops. 
Nor should anyone be naive 
enough to believe that this is a 
fight devoted entirely to put¬ 
ting high federal and state in¬ 
come taxes on cooperatives. It 
is a fight to destroy coopera¬ 
tives entirely and thus elimin¬ 
ate the rather sharp competi¬ 
tion they are furnishing pri¬ 
vate profit business. 

“Nor is this struggle to be 
a temporary passing thing. It 
will go on for a generation un¬ 
til the people either win or lose 
it.” 

At a recent NTEA regional 
meeting, the association cri¬ 
ticized sharply a number of 
groups including the National 
Cooperative council, Farm 
Bureau, Cooperative league, 
farm advisers, Farm Credit Ad¬ 
ministration, Farm Security, 
AAA, Securities Exchange 
Commission, labor groups, mu¬ 
tual insurance companies and 
similar individuals and organ¬ 
izations. 

Safety In The Home 
Last year in our homes there were 

30,500 killed and 4,500,000 injured. 
It proves definitely that the home 
is not as it should be, the safest place 
in the world. It also proves that we 
need to do something about this need¬ 
less waste of human lives. If we had 
the time to dig into the causes we 
would find that almost all if not all 
of these accidents could have been 
prevented, unfortunately we can’t do 
that neither can we do anything a- 
bout the accidents that have hap¬ 
pened but we can and must do some¬ 
thing to prevent reoccurances. An 
accident can only be prevented be¬ 
fore it happens not afterwards, its 
too late then. All we can do is wait 
for the broken and crushed bones to 
knit and the cuts and bruises to heal 
leaving us with their sad memories 
and hospital bills to pay. Laying in 
a hospital bed is a good place to do 
some good hard thinking but at the 
start of the job before the accident 
has happened is a much better and 
more profitable time to do the think¬ 
ing. 

Since electricity has come to the 
many thousands of farms within the 
past few years, and to many of you 
it is a new experience, you must 
learn how to use it and how to work 
with and handle it. Electricity Is a 
safe and valuable servant ready at the 
turn of a switch or the touch of a 
button to do your work, light your 

\ homes, bring you the news and enter¬ 
tainment at a very economical cost 

j but don’t forget the fact that it can 

also be dangerous and costly if not 
properly used and handled. It is neces¬ 
sary of course to install wiring, con¬ 
nect up appliances and equipment, 
replace or repair them. This can be 
done safely if you have a thorough 
knowledge of what to do and pre¬ 
cede in the safest manner. 

People get hurt from three general 
causes; lack of knowledge or training 
in the work they attempt to do, 
using the wrong method of procedure, 
and by becoming careless while do¬ 
ing work. Many accidents are caused 
by attempting to do work, of which 
you have little or no knowledge. If 
you don’t know, get some one who 
has been trained to supervise you 
until you do know how. Having a 
thorough and complete knowledge is 
important but using the correct meth¬ 
od of procedure is more important. 
Many a small and simple job has 
become dangerous by proceeding in 
the wrong manner. Don’t create haz¬ 
ards, eliminate them. Improper tools 
may cause you to do the job in an 
unsafe manner. 

Safety in the Home 
Select the right tools and equip¬ 

ment, be sure they are in good condi¬ 
tion, then take time to analize the 
job to find out all the hazards in¬ 
volved. Learn to recognize dangerous 
situations before they overtake you 
then you can precede safely. 

Carelessness causes many accidents, 
it takes its toll when we have a 
false pride of thinking we know the 
job so well we don't have to be 
careful or when we get in too hig a 
hurry to get the job done and forget 
safety, (Haste usually makes waste) 
or when we become disinterested in 
our work or are thinking about some¬ 
thing else* We must keep our minds 
on our work at all times. Don’t let 
idle conversation distract your at¬ 
tention. Leave out horse play and 
practical jokes they have no part 
in any work or business. 

Remember 
Some things to remember about 

electricity and its use are: 
Don't attempt to repair wiring or 

appliances while the current is turned 
on. Make only such repairs you 
know how to make. Call an experienc¬ 
ed electrician. Keep the frames of all 
equipment grounded, such as ranges, 
washers, brooders, motors, etc. 

Small hand appliances such as 
electric drills, hand saws, sheep shear¬ 
ers or clippers, milking machines, etc., 
when used standing on the ground or 
on wet or damp floors should be 
grounded. This can be done by using 
polarity attachment plugs or by 
the use of a flexible wire attached to 
their frames and to a ground rod 
driven into the ground deep enough 
to reach moisture. Drop cords should 
be made only of good rubber insulated 
cords and sockets and kept in good 
repair. Appliance cords should be 
disconnected from the convenience 
outlets or sockets and neved from the 
appliances. 

Don’t run extension cords around 
the rooms, under rugs, or where they 
may be tripped over or where chil¬ 
dren may get tangled up in them. 
Do not attempt to use or touch any 
electrical appliance whether it be a 
curling iron, sunbowl heater, toaster 
or metal based lamp while in the act 
of taking a bath or while you are in 
contact with any plumbing or fur¬ 
nace register or pipes. Remember 
electricity is a safe and useful ser¬ 
vant if. used and handled correctly 
but can be dangerous if not. 

It is important that every member 
of your family learn what artificial 
respiration is and how to apply it. 
It should be practiced in the home at 
regular intervals so if the occasion 
arises no time will be lost in starting 
to apply it. Start artificial respira¬ 
tion immediately when a person has 
been rendered unconscious from elec¬ 
trical shock, gas poisoning, suffoca¬ 
tion by smoke or carbon monoxide 
gas or drowning and continue unin- 

POET’S CORNER 
Writes Mrs. Alvin Rogers of Har¬ 

risburg Route 2: 
“We were among the first southern 

Illinois residents to receive rural elec¬ 
tric service five years ago. We went 
like millions of others very enthusi¬ 
astic over receiving it and could 
hardly wait until the power was 
ready. The poem (which appears 
below describes more fully what it 
means to us and how eager we were 
to receive it. 

Rural Electric 

I said to Pa at the close of day 
Here’s a letter from the REA; 
Wonder what it is, he stopped to say. 
Now there's NRA and WPA, 
But I’ve never heard of the REA 

Well, open and see while I get a lamp 
And stir up the fire to drive out th« 

damp. 
My eyes must be bad, turn up the 

light, 
And go fetch another to make it 

more bright. 
Oh! it’s rural electric for the neigh* 

hors and I, 
Providing w’e want it, as the power 

Is going by. 

Oh me! says I, now wouldn’t that be 
grand, 

I’d rather have electric than anything 
in the land. 

That’s one reason. Pa, I’ve not liked 
it out here, 

No'lights, no conveniences, no radio 
to cheer. 

So let’s scrimp and save, children and 
all, 

And we surely can wire the house by 
fall. 

So after thinking, Pa said with a 
sigh. 

You never get anywhere unless you 
try. 

So I believe I’ll risk It though It 
sounds mighty high, 

I’d hate not to take it, and going 
right by. 

Now we’re all wired up, everything 
ready, 

Waiting for the power, they’re work¬ 
ing steady, 

Though they may mean business, to 
us it seems slow. 

For we’re so anxious for lights, and 
the radio to go. 

Then later on, we may put on airs. 
And even sport a new frigidaire. 
And then next summer after working 

In sun. 
We’ll turn on the fan, let the radio 

run, 
Fix up a cool dring with figidaire ic# 
Oh boy! after all rural life will be nict. 

Announce Plans 
For Power Rate 
Conference Soon 

All managers and superintendent* 

of REA cooperatives wrhich are pur* 

chasing wholesale electric power 
from the Central Illinois Public Ser¬ 
vice company will meet soon in 
Springfield to discuss the power rate 
situation. 

Joseph Heiman, manager of Clin¬ 
ton County Electric cooperative at 
Breese, has been selected to prepare 
and present data on power rates a* 
they effect REA cooperatives in Illi¬ 
nois. 

terruptedly until the victim has fully 
recovered or rigor mortis has set in. 

Remember the three general cause* 
of accidents and guard against them! 
Not having the necessary knowledge 
of the word. Not proceeding in the 
right manner. Not being careful. 

These apply to every job no matter 
how large or how small. 
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When It Comes To Big Families 

Clinton County Cooperative Is Tops In The State 

FARMING 400 ACRES—is just part of Mr. Luebbers’ job, as this pic¬ 
ture of him at work in his farm shop shows. Many of his repair jobs are done 
{or his neighbors, with the sickle now being worked on going to Paul Huels. 
With his three-quarter horsepower electric motor, Mr. Luebbers finds he can 
grind a sickle in 20 minutes, whereas it used to take 30 minutes with his one 
end a half horsepower gas engine. This busy farmer also operates combining 
end threshing runs in his area—all of which classes him as very much an 
esset on the home front. 

Just to prove that big families are the rule rather than the exception 
in the Clinton County E!*' ' ' -xve area, Mr. and Mrs. Menard 
Luebbers, who reside ’ Hv northeast of Carlyle, present their family 
of sixteen good looking boys and girls. 

Most of the family is still at home, although two of the boys, Vincent 
and Anthony, are in military service, having enlisted in the Merchant 
Marine.. Anthony enlisted only last November, but Alfred, a veteran of two 
years active duty, has already made seven’ trips to battle zone areas in the 
Atlantic and Pacific. 

Their brother, Vincent, is also doing his part for Uncle Sam, being 
a marine instrument technician in charge of testing submarine devices for a 
San Francisco, Cal., company. Mother, dad and the others remaining at 
home are also doing their utmost to bring about a speedy victory, working 
long hours on the farm, with Mr. Luebbers also spending considerable time 
in his workshop repairing equipment for scores of neighbors in his community. 

In the above picture, which was taken four years ago, are: FIRST ROW, 
left to right—Virginia, Paul, Arthur, Mr. Luebbers, Ida Mae, Mrs. Luebbers, 
Erwin, Earl and Marie. STANDING, left to right—Anthony, Adrian, Menard 
jr., Loretta, Dorothy, Eugenia, Vincent, Alfred and Theodore. 

NEWS FROM 

Southeastern 
Harrisburg, 111. 

A, F. LENTZ, Supt. 

Well folks, your Cooperative per¬ 

sonnel as well as hundreds of our 

membership now realize the truth of 

that popular song hit of some months 

back “Don’t Fence Me In.” As this 

Is being written, the swollen Ohio 
river flood waters have spilled over 
a good portion of Eastern and South¬ 
ern. Saline, Gallatin, Pope and Hard¬ 
in counties. Hundreds of our best 
farms in this area are under water 
forcing these folks to move all their 
belongings, including livestock, grain, 
feed, seeds, machinery and household 

which is now under water was cer- 
goods to higher ground, and the area 
tainly a bustle of activity the past 
several days. Our men have been 
busy disconnecting services and re¬ 
moving meters as fast as they can 
get to them. Many services and met¬ 
ers were disconnected from boats. 
From available weather reports, it in¬ 
dicates that it will fall some 10 feet 
short of the flood stage of 1937. 
Roads leading east and northeast from 
Harrisburg are now closed due to 
high water. 

We wish also to take this oppor¬ 

tunity to express our appreciation to 
all our members living in that part 
of our area served by the Galatia 
substation, for their cooperation and 
kind indulgence during the interrup¬ 
tion last week caused by lightning 
damage to our lines thus locking out 

this substation some 20 hours before 
service was completely restored. Our 
men worked In a downpour during 
the night and then had to get into the 
substation two trips in a boat. Due 
to the heavy rain and constant light¬ 
ning during the night we were forced 
to abandon the effort to restore service 
until morning when the rain had 
stopped. Our line force certainly are 
due the thanks of the membership as 
well as the management for their de¬ 
votion to duty in the face of constant 
danger of lightning. We do not an¬ 
ticipate any damage to our lines other 
than the loss of some meters that we 
were not able to reach which 'will 
have to be repaired after water re¬ 
cedes. Hundreds of our farmers were 
in the 1937 flood and they well know 
the destruction that can be caused 
by high water, thus they took no 
chances on their livestock and feed 
but moved it out of the path of the 
flood. 

We are happy to report that our 
New Marion substation was ener¬ 
gized on February 24, thus making 
the fourth substation for this cooper¬ 
ative. This additional capacity will 
enable us to add some 300 miles of 
lines in Williamson county as well as 
take care of the coal mines in that 
area. 

Operating Report for Feb. 1945 

Members connected  3898 
Members billed    3892 

Farm members  2930 
Non-farm members   474 
Commercial members    170 
Public Buildings   299 
3 phase power    19 

Miles energized  1149 
Average density  ......3.39 
Revenue per mile   19.06 
Kilowatts purchased 

NEWS FROM 

McDonough 
Power 
Macomb, 111. 

RAY GRIGSBY, Supt. 

- It seems as though we had an 
unusual number of movers this 
spring. While the roads are in poor 
condition we have had several nice 
days which makes many of our 
people look forward to us having 
an early spring. 

After being ill for several days, our 
Supt. Ray Grigsby is back at the 
office and has been doing more than 
his share of work since his return. 

Our line foreman, John Hund, is 
on duty once more after being in the 
hospital at Rochester, Minn., for 
several days. 

Several of our members received a 
nice letter from Mr. and Mrs. Owen 
Stickle who are located at Houston, 
Texas. Since their letter is so in¬ 
teresting wje believe we will ask our 
editor to print it as part of our 
news items. 

Houston 6, Texas 
808 Fargo St„ 

1st to 27th Cl PS  586,200 
20th to 20th (our reading) 652,500 

Kilowatts sold, 
20th to 20th  500,700 

Line loss  23.3 
KW. demand: 
Ledford substation    900 
Benton substation  213 
Galatia substation  672 
Minimum bills     1722 
Min. per cent  44.2 
Total billing    $21,902.14 
Power bill  6,534.60. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Minnich, 
Roseville, Illinois. 
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Minnich, 

Just a line this second Sunday In 
Houston. 

It has been quite a hectic week 
since we reached here due to tht 
housing situation. Houston has a nor¬ 
mal population of around four hund¬ 
red thousand and is now variously 
estimated at from six to eight hund¬ 
red thousand. 

The army’s “Ellington Air Field” 
Naval training station, coast guard 
school, Higgins and Kaiser shipyards 
butadienne rubber in addition to the 
over expanded manufacturing and oil 
refining are making this a very busy 
city. 

I have not done any of my field 
work as yet but will write a general 
letter to the office about it later. 

There have been no killing frosts 
here this year and every thing Is 
fresh and green. The peach and red 
bud trees were in full bloom last 
Sunday. The roses, sweet peas and 
pansies are very beautiful. The gard¬ 
ens are producing peas, green beans, 
lettuce, radishes, onions, turnips, mus¬ 
tard greens and others I do not know. 

I hear you had some zero weather 
last Tuesday, “O boy I missed that 
shiver.” Very nice here. 

Betty and I feel that we will enjoy 
this climate. 

We are looking forward to a nice 
visit from you folks after V.E. Day. 
No accommodations now. 

May Betty and I thank you for the 
lovely farewell dinner at the La- 
moin. I have used the brief case 
almost every day and it was just 
the thing I needed. Thanks a million. 
It will remind me of the best wishes 
of my many friends in R.E.A. and 
is deeply appreciated. 

I trust this finds you and yours 
well. 

As ever yours, 
Betty and Owen Stickle. 

We regret that we have so few 
news items for this issue. However, 
we will live in hopes that our mem¬ 
bers will give us a lift by sending us 
their share of items for the April 
publication. Mail them to the office 
in Macomb or J. W. Minnick, Rose¬ 
ville. 

Strained Honey 

Strained honey may be substituted 
for part of the sugar In fruit cakes, 
and the liquid correspondingly re¬ 
duced. Fruit cake made with honey 
stays moist longer. 
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Baked ham for the Easter feast! Do dress it up for the occasion . . . 
stud it with cloves, flank it with pineapple bits, gild it with a golden glaze. 
Lastly, set it off to best advantage with carefully thought-out accessory 
dishes. 

Easter Ham 
A Delicious Meat Treat Which Is 
Anticipated by the Entire Family 

Baked ham! Yes, it's as much a 
part of Easter as the waxy white 
lilies in church and the gaily colored 
“bunny” eggs the children hunt on 
Easter mom. We enjoy cooking it 
too. Past experiences have proven 
that it will be delicious in leftover 
dishes down to the last tender morsel. 

Like many of the state’s farmers, 
you probably butcher and cure your 
own meats. More than likely, you’ve 
already been to the smokehouse to 
earmark the ham you want for this 
coming feast day. You think of it 
proudly—knowing that inside that 
muslin bag and parchment paper 
wrappings is a ham that’s sweet and 
mellow, simply oozing with flavor 
from last spring’s expert sugar curing 
end long hours of smoking over hick¬ 
ory fire. 

If you don’t have a ham hanging 
among your supplies, then do invest 
the red points for this meat treat. 
You may not be able to purchase a 
whole ham. Our soldiers overseas 
have a yen for ham too. But if your 
family consists or five or six, you’ll 
find a half of ham ample. For a smal¬ 
ler family, a shank or butt end weigh¬ 
ing around five or six pounds is a 
good buy. Have a slice cut for broil¬ 
ing —bake the rest and cover with 
a delicious glaze. Or simmer it with 
vegetables. 

Whatever size or section you 
choose—deck it out in true Easter 
style. Stud it with cloves, flank it 
with pineapple bits, gild it with a 
golden glaze, and serve it proudly. 

Baking the Whole or Half Ham 
Wrap ham loosely in clean wrap¬ 

ping paper. Place fat side up on a 
rack in an open pan. Use no water. 
Bake in a slow oven (325 degrees 
F.) according to cooking schedule 
below. Then remove paper and all 
rind. Score fat in squares; stud with 
cloves. Cover with a glaze. Bake 
in a hot oven (400 degrees F.) for 
15 minutes or until beautifully brown¬ 
ed. 

Weight 
16 to 18 lbs. 
12 to 15 lbs. 
10 to 12 lbs. 
8 to 10 lbs. 
5 to 7 lbs. 

Cooking Time 
15 min. per lb. 

16-17 min. per lb. 
18 min. per lb. 
20 min. per lb. 
22 min. per lb. 

(If the ham is taken from refrig¬ 

erator and Is very cold, increase 
cooking time about 5 minutes per 
pound.) 

What Glaze to Use? 

Glazes? There are many. If you 
have a full cup of brown sugar, 
try this. Make a syrup of 1 cup brown 
sugar, Lz CUP orange juice, and % 
cup honey. Pour over ham, return 
to oven for 10 or 15 minutes. For a 
more tart glaze, 1 cup brown sugar 
plus 34 CUP vinegar and 1 teaspoon 
sugar, or 1 cup brown sugar and 1 
tablespoon mustard. If you are short 
on sugar, make a glaze of 1 cup 
honey; or 1 cup molasses; or 34 cup 
orange marmalade; or 1 cup corn 
syrup mixed with the juice of one 
orange. If you want to make use of 
some of your home-canned fruits, 
make a glaze of 1 cup pureed apple 
sauce, apricots or rhubard. It’s 
wonderful. 

Buffet or Dinner 
An informal buffet is the lifesaver 

for simple entertaining. And it makes 
life easy for the cook. You’ll find this 
basic menu a super-duper ham sliced 
on its own board, a green salad, and 
tangy horseradish presented in in¬ 
dividual jelly rings. Add relishes, hot 
rolls, bowls of fruit and nuts. 

To make the jelly rings, dissolve 1 
package lemon gelatin in 1 cup boil¬ 
ing water. When almost firm, add 3 
tablespoons prepared horseradish, J4 
teaspoon salt and 1 scant cup diluted 
vinegar. Chill in individual molds. Un- 
mold—fill with your favorite mustard 
or beet pickle. 

If your family is the type that 
loves the table brimming over with 
food (and what family doesn’t?) this 
menu will go over big: 

Chilled Tomato Juice 
Relishes 

Baked Ham Pickled Peaches 
Candied Sweet Potatoes 

Hard Rolls 
Mixed Vegetable Salad 

Assorted Cheese Fruit Beverage 

Featuring One Thick Slice 
For the very small family, a 134 

inch slice is a fine choice. 
Place it in a casserole. Cover and 

bake 30 minutes in a 325 degrees 
F. oven. Uncover, add CUP brown 
sugar. Continue baking another 40 to 

45 minutes uncovered or until tender. 
Then comes the note supreme! Place 
your one thick slice on a platter AND 
surround with peanut sweet potato 
balls. You will need 134 cups mashed 
sweet potatoes, seasoned with *4 tea¬ 
spoon salt and a dash of pepper. 
Make 8 round balls and roll in 
chopped salted peanuts. Bake in a 
350 degree oven 5o to 30 minutes. 

Make the Most of Leftovers 
Whether your Easter dinner featur¬ 

ed whole, half, shank or butt end 
of ham, you'll have leftovers to fash¬ 
ion at least one delicious dish — 
even that bone can be used in tasty 
soups or cooked with beans. Remem¬ 
ber to keep leftover ham in the re¬ 
frigerator so all its goodness will be 
retained. 

Ham ’n Biscuit Shortcake 
6 slices ham, cooked2 cups milk 
4 tablespoons hot Seasoning 

meat drippings Baking powder 
4 tablespoons flour biscuits 

Brown ham slices in hot fat. Re¬ 
move from skillet and keep hot while 
blending flour with fat. Add milk, 
stirring constantly, and cook ’til thick. 
Put hot ham slice between your fav¬ 
orite baking powder biscuits. Top 
with hot gravy. Enough for 5 or 6. 

Hot Ham Rolls 
1 recipe biscuit dough2 tablespoons minced 
2 cups ground ham parsley 
2 cups thin white 

sauce 
Make biscuit dough. Roll into rec¬ 

tangle J^'toch thick. Mix enough white 
sauce with ham to make a thick paste. 
Spread on the dough. Roll up as for 
jelly roll. Cut into 1-inch pieces. 
Place on greased pan, cut side up. 
Bake 25 minutes at 400 degrees F. 
Serve hot, topped with while sauce. 
Sprinkle with parsley. 

Ham and Lima Bean Casserole 
1 cup cubed ham % cup finely sliced 
2 cups dried lima onion 
beans % cup chopped green 

2 tsp. salt pepper 
34 tsp. pepper 2 tbsp. ham or 

bjycon drippings 
Soak lima beans overnight Drain, 

cover with water and cook until 
tender. The beans may be cooked for 
20 minutes in boiling water and al¬ 
lowed to stand in that water for 40 
minutes instead of being soaked over¬ 
night. Add remaining ingredients to 
beans. Place in bake dish. Add a- 
bout 134 cups water. Cover and place 
in a 325 degree F. oven. Bake for 
about 2 hours. Uncover the last 10 
minutes to brown tops of beans. 
Serves 6. 

Split Pea Soup 
134 cups cubed ham 34 tsp. pepper 

1 ham bone 1 medium sized 
234 qts. ham stock onion, sliced 
l34 cups split green 4 tbsp. butter 
peas 6 tbsp. flour 

2*4 tsp. salt 
Place ham bone, ham stock, peas, 

seasonings and onion in large pan. 
simmer 2 hours. Strain. Melt butter; 
add Hour and blend. Add a small 
amount of soup stock and stir until 
smooth. Stir into soup to thicken 
slightly. Let cubes of ham heat in 
soup before serving. Serves 4. 

Switch Clickers 
Clever Things To Do 

By REA Women 

Wisconsin RE A Woman 
Urges Support of 4-H 

“Four-H club work is one of the 
finest youth organizations that we 
parents can give our young people,” 
said Mrs. Gladys Erickson, a local 
4-H club leader who lives near West- 
by in Vernon County and Is a mem¬ 
ber of Vernon Electric Cooperative. 

A former 4-H club member, Mrs. 
Erickson has been an adult leader for 
10 years and is the mother of an ac¬ 
tive 4-H club daughter. Mrs. Erick¬ 
son wishes more boys and girls would 
take advantage of belonging to the 
4-H club organization which stimu¬ 
lates quality production, great inter¬ 
est in rural life, companionship and 
recreation, and a deep appreciation 
for the beauty of nature. 

Direct from Illinois REA home¬ 
makers are the following wonderful 
recipes, time-savers, and ideas. Clip 
and hold these “switch dickers’’ 'til 
a slack day permits you to paste them 
in your homemaking scrapbook. 

Beautifying the grounds around the 
farm home, planting shrubs and per¬ 
ennials are on many of our minds 
as we greet the first robins. Please 
share with us your ideas for land¬ 
scaping the farm home. 

Slip your “switch clickers” in your 
pattern-request envelope—or jot them 
on a postcard. The address: Mrs. 
Val Thoenig, Illinois REA News,, 
Petersburg, III. 

Delidous Chew 
Mrs. Emily Stevens, R. 1, Johnson- 

ville. 111., member of Wayne-White 
Electric Cooperative, sends us the 
following recipe for an unforgettable 
delicacy. Do save it for the day 
when you have spare sugar and but¬ 
ter. “When you make it,” warns 
Mrs. Stevens, “put it where the chil¬ 
dren can’t find it—if you don’t it is 
eaten up soon!” 

% cup butter chopped (wal- 
S tablespoons gran- nuts are best) 

ulated sugar 1 teaspoon vanilla 
134 cup flour % cup shredded 
3 egg yolks, cocoanut 
beaten 3 egg whites, 

334 cup brown sugar stiffly beaten 
1 cup nut meats. 
Cream butter and granulated sugar 

and vanilla. Beat well. Blend in 
flour. Put this mixture into a 
greased pan 9x14 and bake in a mod¬ 
erate oven (350 degrees F.) for 15 
minutes or until a delicate brown. 
Then add brown sugar to the beaten 
egg yolks and blend well. Add 
chopped nuts and cocoanut. Fold in 
beaten egg whites. Pour this over 
the baked mixture and return to the 
oven for 25 to 30 minutes. Cut in 
squares and dust with confectionery 
sugar. 

Never-Fail Cup Cakes 
Here is Mrs. Clifford Naber’s 

recipe for never-fail chocolate cup 
cakes. Mrs. Naber lives on route 
2 in Macon, 111., and is a member of 
Shelby Electric Cooperative. 

1 cup sugar % cup cocoa 
134 cups flour % cup buttermilk 

1 teaspoon soda 34 cup boiling 
34 teaspoon salt water 
-1 egg 34 cup lard 
Put all in a bowl and beat for one 

minute. Bake in a 350 degree F. 
oven. 

“I usually stir all the ingredients 
then add the boiling water last,” 
writes Mrs. Naber, adding, "I also 
have made this cake with syrup in¬ 
stead of sugar but it isn’t so sweet.” 

Time-Saver 
Mrs. Bennett Heckman, Monticello, 

111., sends us a trick for saving time 
when frying meats you wish to flour. 
Instead of first rolling the meat in 
flour before placing it in the hot fat, 
Mrs. Heckman just sprinkles a little 
flour in the hot fat. Then she adds 
the meat. 

“It browns just as well, saves 
time, and there is no mess to clean 
up, or doughy fingers to wash,’ she 
writes. 

Sounds good. Thanks for the 
suggestion. The Heckmans receive 
their electrical power via McLean 
Electric Cooperative. 

* * * 

Washtub Hint 
Next time the children's cotton 

play sweaters are ready for the tub 
try Mrs. B. J. Daubs’ method for 
getting the last bit of soil from the 
sleeves. She slips her hands in the 
sleeves—then pretends she is wash¬ 
ing her hands. 

Mrs. Daubs is an REA-wbman of 
Wayne-White Electric Cooperative, 

SHORT CIRCUITS 
Around the Home 

By EDNA RITTER 

A Prayer 
Let us pause a moment in these 

busy days of never-ending tasks and 
lift our eyes for guidance to Our 
Father above. 

In this world of strife and turmoil, 
let us pray for strength and courage 
to face what ever life may have ia 
store for us. For patience and humil¬ 
ity, proud heads may be lowered, but 
a spirit which has faith is never hum¬ 
bled except in His presence. Our 
superiors on earth fail us, and have 
many times in the past, but He who 
watches over all, fail none who have 
faith and ask for help in His name. 

* * ft 

When running tape or elastic 
through garments, baste the new to 
the old. As the old is drawn out the 
new is drawn in. 

ft ft ft 
To help teach your small daughter 

to use a sev^ing machine, remove 
thread and bobbin and allow her to 
sew on newspaper containing lines. 
This teaches a child to sew a straight 
seam. 

ft ft ft 
If a family earns $100 or $500 

chances are bills are chief topic. It 
may be for a cheap second hand 
boat or a yacht—but the average 
American isn’t really happy it seems 
unless he’s making payments on 
something. 

ft ft ft 
You may be a homemaker who is 

moving this spring. If so—and you 
find in your new home floors which 
you are unable to cover with rugs, 
try this. Mix two parts used crank 
case oil and one part kerosene. When 
well mixed add 1 bar melted paraffin 
to each quart of above mixture. Ap¬ 
ply hot with a paint brush. (Heat 
the mixture by setting the container 
in boiling water.) A second coat 
may be added when dry. These 
floors may be easily wiped up with a 
dust mop. 

* * * 

Little Tommy says your spinal 
column is the thing that keeps your 
legs from being up by your neck. 

Keep Cold 
Open the door of the refrigerator 

as few times as possible. Each time 
you open It, warm air sends the tern 
perature up. Get as many things to¬ 
gether as possible and put them in at 
one time; shut the door quickly—if 
you want to keep your refrigerator 
cold and your bill low. 

PATTERN LIST 
You’ll enjoy this month’s new pat¬ 

tern arrivals. The crocheted table¬ 
cloth is lovely. The crocheted pillbox 
and beret with matching bags are 
smart and economical. And then — 
a new series of leaflets from “Here’s 
An Idea” Service. Let us know if you 
enjoy these. 

Did you clip last month’s pattern 
list? We hope so, cause there isn’t 
room to print the entire list this 
time. 

Order the patterns you wish, In¬ 
cluding a self-addressed stamped en¬ 
velope for every four patterns. Ad¬ 
dress you requests to Mrs. Val Thoen¬ 
ig, Illinois REA . News, Petersburg, 
Illinois. 

New Arrivals 
Knit a Coat Jacket 
Crocheted Dinner Cloth 
Pillbox and Bag 
Beret and Bag 
Fitting and Tailored Suit 

"Here’s An Idea” 
Easter Gifts 
Easter Egg Decoration 
Eggs-actly Easter 
Planning the Informal Wedding 
Lfct’s Have a Salvage Party 

Get Ready for Spring 
Home Storage for Rayon 
Selection and Care of Curtains, 

Draperies 
Tips on Making Curtains 
How to Alter a Pattern 
Select the "Right” Pattern 

Old Favorites 
Beribboned Bedspread 
Baby Booties 
Hot Plate Mats 
Potlifters 
Doily. 
Fifty million quarts of fresh milk 

daily reach consumers through stores 
or home deliveries alone. 

t. 
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Susan Lee and Elmer the Dog Help 
Mrs. Fluff Puss Who Is In Trouble 

The six kittens lay on the old blanket and acted as though nothing 
had happened. 

Mrs. Fluff Puss was a proud cat. 
And now she was prouder than ever 
before—because she was the mother 
of six pretty kittens. But Mrs. Fluff 
Puss was a stubborn cat. She didn’t 
want anyone to see her six kittens— 
so she had hidden them. 

Elmer, the big shepherd dog who 
lived in the barn with the cows, was 
most disgusted with Mrs. Fluff Puss. 

“We’re not going to hurt your 
kittens, Mrs. Fluff Puss,” he told her 
one morning. ‘I don’t see why you 
don’t have good sense like Mrs. El¬ 
mer. She always brings her puppies 
In the stall where there’s an old horse 
blanket and lots of soft hay.” 

But Mrs. Fluff Puss tossed her 
pretty grey head and meowed, "You 
take care of your own family, Elmer. 
I’ll watch mine. My kittens will be 
hidden away from danger until they 
can see and can climb trees.” 

Susan Lee, the farmer’s little girl, 
was unhappy about Fluff Puss’s stub¬ 
born ways. She told her mother, “I’ve 
Just waited and waited to see Fluff 
Puss’s kittens—and now she has hid¬ 
den them away. Look, I even put an 
old quilt In this basket for her, and 
I keep a dish of cream next to it. 
She drinks the cream but won’t look 
at the basket." 

Then one day ,the awful thing 
happened. Mrs. Fluff Puss tore 
through the barn and into the farm¬ 
yard. What a noise she made, meow¬ 
ing and howling. 

“My kittens are gone. Someone has 
stolen my kittens. Who would be 
«o mean?” and Mrs. Fluff Puss 
sobbed and sobbed. Big teardrops 
hung on her long, white whiskers, 
and she brushed them off with her 
paws. 

Don’t feel so bad, Mrs. Fluff 
Puss, said Elmer the dog. “We’ll 
find your kittens.” 

Oscar the rooster, Peter the duck, 
Tom the turkey, and Mrs. Hen came 
to Mrs. Fluff Puss to find what had 
happened. Susan Lee ran outside to 
see the excitement. 

“I went to feed my kittens," Mrs. 
Fluff Puss meowed, “and all six were 
gone.” 

“Mrs. Fluff Puss, if you’ll lead us 
to the place where your kittens were 
hidden, we’ll look for them,” said 
Susan Lee. 

The grey cat led the way and be¬ 
hind her came Susan Lee, Elmer the 
dog, the rooster, the duck, the tur¬ 

key, and the little white hen. Mrs. 
Fluff Puss led them through the farm 
yard, by the milk house, and into the 
wood shed. 

“My kittens were in this corner,” 
said Mrs. Fluff Puss, pointing to a 
soft pile of sawdust. She sobbed and 
meowed louder than ever. 

“We’ll look behind every piece of 
wood,” said Susan Lee. She and El¬ 
mer the dog turned piece after piece. 
The rooster, duck, turkey, and hen 
Jlew from pile to pile of wood look¬ 
ing between the pieces, beneath them, 
and to the side of them. But no kit¬ 
tens. 

They looked and looked until they 
were so tired they had to sit down on 
the big pieces of wood. Just then 
Farmer Green walked into the wood 
shed. 

“Who has been messing up my 
wood?” he asked. 

“We have, Daddy,” said Susan 
Lee. “Mrs. Fluff Puss’s kittens are 
gone. We can’t find them any¬ 
where.” 

“I should say they are gone,” he 
said. “I was throwing wood in here 
and almost tossed a big stump right 
on top of them. I saw those kittens 
just in time. So I wrapped them in 
a blanket and put them in the tool 
shed.” 

Mrs. Fluff Puss let out a meow 
for joy. And Susan Lee and the ani¬ 
mals ran to the tool shed. There 
were the six kittens sleeping as 
though nothing had happened on an 
old blanket. 

“Now, Mrs. Fluff Puss, maybe you 
have learned a lesson. Your kittens 
will be much better off in the basket 
—where we all can watch them.” 
Susan Lee picked up four of the 
kittens and held them in her arms. 
Elmer the dog gently picked up an¬ 
other with his long, front teeth. Mrs. 
Fluff Puss, looking very shame-faced 
but happy, picked up the sixth. Sus¬ 
an Lee led the way to the quilt-lined 
basket. 

Something New In Lettuce 
A new summer leaf lettuce which 

will withstand midsummer heat with¬ 
out “bolting” to seed has been an- 
nouced by the U. S. department of 
agriculture. Fittingly, It’s called slo- 
bolt and will be listed in the 1946 
seed catalogues. Its leaves sure light 
green, frilly, and wrinkly In appear¬ 
ance. Its seeds are black. 

New Members 
Jean Mobus, RR 1, Sesser, 111., 5 

ft. tall, 7th grade. Light brown hair, 
brown eyes. Formerly lived near 
Petersburg. Lois Summers, Nauvoo, 
111., 12 years old, 7th grade, 5 ft., 1 
inch tall. Brown hair, blue eyes. 
Hobbies: collecting colored pictures 
of movie stars, writing letters, read¬ 
ing books. Nelda McDonald, RR1, 
Lakewood, 111., 12, birthday is Aug. 
14. 7th grade. Brown hair, grey eyes. 
Hobbies: collecting names and pic¬ 
tures. Likes basketball, softball, and 
other sports. Nettie Barton, RR3, 
Farmer City, 111., 13, 8th grade, 5 
ft., 4 inches tall. Auburn hair, dark 
brown eyes. Weight, 104 pounds. 
Bicycles and swims. Doratha Lee 
Barnfield, RFD 2, Benton, 111., 13, 
8th grade, 5 ft., 1 inch. Weight, 102 
pounds. Dark brown hair, blue eyes. 
Donna Lou Roberts, Buncombe, 111., 
11, 6th grade. Blue eyes, blonde 
hair, 4 ft., 8 inches tall. Weight, 80 
pounds. Marilyn Ruth Moore, RR2, 
Benton, 111., 13, 8th grade. 5 ft., 2^2 
inches, weighs 102 lbs. Louise Frick, 
RFD 4, Marion, 111. 14, 8th grade, 5 
ft., 1 inch tall. Weighs 90 pounds. 
Blonde hair, gray-green eyes. 

* * * 

Bernice Is Oak Ridge 4-H Member 
I am 15, and my birthday is Feb. 

19. I am a freshman at Beth Lynch¬ 
burg Community High School. I 
have light brown hair, a fair com¬ 
plexion, and blue-grey eyes. I am 
5 ft, 4 inches tall and weigh 116 lbs. 

I live on a farm and belong to Oak 
Ridge 4-H club. My favorite out- 

Joann Boettner, Scales Mound, III., 
is very proud of Bessie—the mother 
of her 4-H pigs. Bessie’s pigs won 
three blue ribbons and a trophy for 
Joann. 

door sport is horseback riding. I 
have a riding horse which I call Babe. 
I like other sports, too. As a quiet 
hobby I like to read. I like music. 
I have taken piano lessons for al¬ 
most four years. I have also taken 
a few voice and Hawaiian guitar les¬ 
sons. 

Although I already have a few 
Pen Pals, I would like more. So 
come on, boys and girls, write me a 
letter. I will answer all.—Bernice 
K. Hardin, Kilboume, 111. 

* * * 

Char Designs Clothes 
I am 13, in the 8 th grade. I have 

red hair, blue eyes, am 5 ft, 1 inch 
tall. My hobby is designing clothes 
for my large collection of paper dolls. 
I would like to be a Pen Pal to any¬ 
one who will write to me.—Char 
Ervin, RR1, Clay City, 111. 

+ * • 

William Draws Airplanes 
I am 12. My birthday is April 

19. I am 5 ft, 1J^ inches tall, and 
weigh about 100 lbs. I have brown 
eyes and brown hair. I am in the 
7th grade. 

My hobbles are collecting comic * 

books, horseback riding, and draw¬ 
ing pictures, mostly of airplanes. 

I live on a 52 acre farm about 
five miles from Metropolis. I have 
six sisters, and I’m the only boy. So 
come on, Pen Pals, write.—William 
Harrell, RFD 1, Metropolis, 111. 

* * * 

Doris Has Two Hobbies 
I am 14 and in the 8th grade. I 

have black hair and blue eyes. I’m 
5 ft, 2 inches tall, and weigh 110 
pounds. 

I have two hobbies—riding a bike 
and collecting snapshots, I would 
like to have some Pen Pals, so please 
write. I’ll answer every letter.— 
Doris Finley, RR 2, Hillsboro, 111. 

house, RR 2, Easton, 111. 
* * * 

Tommy Plays Baseball 
I am 13 and in the 8th grade. I 

have light hair and blue eyes. I am 
five feet tall. I like to play basket* 
ball and baseball. 

I will answer all letters.—Tommy 
Arnold, Waggoner, 111. 

* * * 

Donald Keeps Scrapbook of 
Junior News 

This is the second time I have writ¬ 
ten to the Pen Pal—and I hope to 
write again . 

I cut out Junior News and put it In 
my scrapbook. I have many other 
things in it too. In the other letter 

Joann Raises Pigs 
This is the first letter I have writ> 

ten to the Junior News. I was 11 Oct. 
26. I am 5 ft., 5 inches tall and have 
dark brown eyes and dark brown 
hair. 

In the girls’ 4-H I have taken up 
sewing. I have taken up pigs in agri¬ 
cultural 4-H. I love bicycle riding and 
horseback riding. I love to write, so 
write everyone. I will answer all let¬ 
ters.—Joann Boettner, Scales Mound, 
111. 

* * * 

Dale Collects Stamps 
I am 9 ,years old, 53 inches tall, and 

weigh about 60 pounds. My eyes are 
blue and my hair is light. My birth¬ 
day was Jan. 12. I have three broth¬ 
ers and three sisters. I live in Ed¬ 
wards County about 5 miles west of 
Albion. 

My hobby Is collecting stamps and 
riding horseback. I have a big white 
bunny rabbit. I call her Snow White. 
I hope to receive many letters. I’ll 
answer all that comes to my mailbox, 
—Dale Calyer Clark, R. IB, Albion, 
HI. 

* * * 

Doris Is 5 Years Old 
I am 5 years old and in the second 

grade. I go to Ringgold School. I 
have two sisters. I have brown eyes 
and light brown hair, and am 45H 
inches tall. My hobby is reading 
and sewing for my doll. 

I would like girls to write me.— 
Doris Ozee, R. 2, Shawneetown, 111. 

* * * 

Arlene Has Four Pets 
I am 10 and in the 5th grade 'at 

Providence school. I have two dogs 
and two cats. I live on a 40 acre 
farm. I am 4 ft., 7 inches tall. I 
like to play all kinds of games. I 
have blue eyes and light brown hair. 
—Arlene Sailsberg, RR1, Stonington, 
HI. 

it It it 

Lila Is 4-H Girl 
I am 15, have blonde hair, blue 

eyes, and am 5 feet, 4 inches tall. 
My birthday is March 20. I live on 
a farm and attend Easton Communi¬ 
ty School. I am a sophomore. 

I belong to a 4-H club. Basket¬ 
ball is my favorite sport—also ice- 
skating. My hobbies are collecting 
all new movie star pictures and writ¬ 
ing letters. I will answer all letters 
and exchange pictures.—Lila Ring- 

Donald Ray Chick, Metropolis, Ills 
cuts out the Junior News and paste» 
it in his scrapbook. Isn’t that a fine 
idea? 

I said I collected arrowheads. I col* 
lect stamps, too. I am 11 years old. 

We have a pond. Daddy got somf 
fish out of a ditch that was drying 
up. I fish in the pond.—Donald Ra)t 
Chick, R 1, Metropolis, 111. 

* * * 

Mary Jane Calls Her Dog “Tiny” 
I am 13. I have blonde hair and 

blue eyes and weigh about Ilf 
pounds. I am J feet, 2 Inches tall, 
I have many hobbies. I have a small 
dog. Her name is Tiny. I live on 9 
farm near Harrisburg. 

I would like to have many Pea 
Pals. I will answer every letter.-* 
Mary Joan Rogers, RR 2, Harrisburg, 
111. 

* * * 

Happy Letter Writing, Pen Pals 1 
This is a record month for interest* 

ing letters from new Pen Pal mem* 
bers. Joann Boettner writes about her 
prize-winning pig, Bessie. Donald 
Ray Chick tells about his Junior New* 
scrapbook. And 5-year-old Dorl* 
Ozee writes a letter to become ou| 
YOUNGEST Pen Pal. 

The April mailbox is crying fof 
letters. Fill it popping-full, Pen Pal»4 

The address is Val Thoenig, Illinol* 
REA News, Petersburg, Illinois. 

Corn and soybeans will be the mw 
jor farm crops in Sangamon county 
this year, while hog production will 
be reduced 10 per cent over last 
year’s record. A total of 130,000 
acres will be planted in corn and 
125,000 acres in soybeans. 

National 4-H Contest and REA 
Juniors Made for Each Other 

Has your club leader told you a- 
bout the 1945 National 4-H Better 
Farm and Home Methods Electric 
Contest? You’ll want to enter this 
contest — and you have until ’way 
next October to work on it. 
No matter what 4-H project you are 
now engaged in, you can make it a 
part of this electric contest. Just select 
any job connected with your 4-H pro¬ 
ject and begin to apply a “Better 
Method” toi it. 

Contest Has 3 Parts 
There are three parts to this con¬ 

test. f 1) Your general 4-H record 
counts 20 points; (2) the main part 
—the better farm-and-home methods 
—counts for 50 points; (3) personal 
and club activities count for 30 
points. These activities include what 
you and your club have done to learn 
or to demonstrate how electricity 
makes or saves money, saves energy, 
and remove drudgerv on the farm and 
in the home. 

Part two of the contest is most 
important. You select one main farm 
job or home activity, such as dairy* 
ing or laundering, or your own 4-H 
project. List each separate job mak* 
ing up this one big activity — then 
select one of these separate job* 
which you know can be improved 
through the use of electricity. You* 
Better Methods Proposal” counts 50 

whole points. Awards include medal*, 
trip to 4-H Club Congress In ChU 
cago and six $200 college scholar* 
ships. 

Send for Helps 
Ask your local 4-H club leader, 

or write the 4-H club office In Uu 
bana for a copy of the Better Farm 
and Home Methods Electric Contest 
rules. You can also receive helpful 
information from the Rural Electrifica* 
tion Administration, St. Louis 2, Mo, 
and Rural Electrification Section, 
Westinghouse Co„ 306 Fourth Ave* 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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Quarter-Horse 
Motor Does Big 

Job For Farmer 
You'd have quite a battle trying to 

take a quarter-horse electric motor 
#way from Ira Huston, left, above, 
for it does a man-sized job in provid¬ 
ing water for the Huston farm house 
as well as for the stock. Richard, 5, 
is at the right. 

Located in the basement of the 
farm residence, the motor “pulls” the 
water 180 feet from a well and then 
“pushes” it 280 feet to the stock tank, 
where an average of 183 head of 
Cattle and a large number of hogs 
drink. 

Valves inside and outside the 
house direct the water into the prop¬ 
er channels. Although the pump Is 
5 years old, the only part replaced 
has been the belt, Mr. Huston said. 
At present the pump supplements the 
windmill in providing water for the 
Stock, but this progressive farmer 
has plans to purchase an electric 
pump jack in the days ahead when 
equipment is more plentiful. 

Power for the pump, as well as for 
lights in the residence and barnyard 
and for operation of enumerable 
household appliances, is provided by 
McDonough Power cooperative of 
Macomb. 

Mr. Huston is one of the original 
boosters of electricity, and assisted 
in signing up many of his neighbors 
when word went out that the REA 
was to provide service in that area. 

Mr. and Mrs. Huston are parents 
of two sons and a daughter—John, a 
gunner’s mate, second class, is in 
the Pacific area nowj Richard Lee, 5, 
is at home, and Helen is a student at 
MacMurray College for Women in 
Jacksonsville. The Hustons farm 450 
acres of land, raising much of their 
Own feed for stock. 

NEWS FROM 
M.J.M. Co-op 

Carlinville, 111. 

A. C. BARNES, Mgr. 

YOUR BIRTHDAY 
On March 26th your Cooperative 

will celebrate its 5th birthday of 
supplying electric service to rural 
members in Macoupin, Jersey and 
Montgomery Counties. The lines were 
energized on March 26th, 1940; and 
it will be recalled that the project 
then had only 224 consumers at the 
end of its first month of operation. 
Today your Cooperative furnishes 
electric service to 1649 members along 
678 miles. 

The Cooperative’s program got 
under way on June 21, 1939 when the 
REA allocated $292,000 for its first 
loan. Construction started after a 
contract had been let on September 
13th, 1939, for the building of 336 
miles of line at a cost of $232,917. 
To date REA has advanced a total 
of $639,115. 

In order to show how your Coop¬ 
erative has come along since its be¬ 
ginning we feel you would be in¬ 
terested in the following comparison 
between the first monthly report in 

Off To War 

JOHN HUSTON 

1940 and the latest monthly report in 
1945. Those first 224 consumers used 
7899 KWH In the first month with 
an income to the Cooperative of 
$584.34. This was an average of 35 
KWH per consumer and a revenue of 
$1.73 per mile. 

Today, your Cooperative has 678 
miles of energized line serving 1649 
members. Last month these members 
used 193,144 KWH with an income to 
the Cooperative of $9,276.30. The av¬ 
erage KWH consumption per mem¬ 
ber was 117 KWH and a revenue of 
$13.68 per mile. 

The credit for this success of your 
Cooperative Is due to the members. 
It is your business and your cooper* 
ation that has made and will continue 
to make it even greater. We are ex¬ 
panding as fast as materials and man 
power will permit and “big things” 
are planned for after the war. 

* * * 

January Operating Report 
Miles Energized  678 
Connected Consumers  1649 
Revenue Per Mile  $13.68 
Density- Per Mile   2.41 
Total KWH. Sold   193,144 
Total Billing   $9,274.05 

* * * 

FOR SALE 

FRIGIDAIRE ELECTRIC MILK 
COOLER, 10 CAN SIZE, USED 
SIX (6) MONTHS, COLD WATER 
COOLING UNIT IN THE END OF 
THE CORK-LINED BOX. WRITE 
OR INQUIRE AT THE COOPER¬ 
ATIVE OFFICE. 

* * * 

Safety Meeting 
The regular monthly safety meet¬ 

ing was held at the Cooperative office 
on Monday, February 26th. D. B. 
Bidle, instructor for the Illinois REA 
Safety and Job Training Program had 
charge of the meeting. All the line¬ 
men were present and received some 
valuable information on how to car¬ 
ry on their line work in a safe man¬ 
ner. These meetings are held month¬ 
ly for the purpose of keeping the 
employees informed on safe prac¬ 
tices in their every day work. In 
these times when there is such a 
shortage of manpower we are taking 
every precaution to see that our men 
are schooled in all safety practices. 

LINEMEN’S DREAM—GOOD 
ROADS 

Montgomery county citizens are 
planning for the future so far as 

good roads are concerned and will 
vote on a referendum at an election 
to be held April lOtlj as to whether 
bonds will be issued to the amount 
of $1,075,000 for the purpose of high¬ 
way improvements after the war is 
over. The Board of Supervisors are 
sponsoring the project and expect the 
bonds to be paid off with the county’s 
share of the motor fuel tax funds 
which will be received by the county 
during the next twenty years. 

We recently found how badly good 
roads are needed in these days when 
we had an outage in the Palmyra 
vicinity. Thanks to the cooperation of 
our good member Frank Andrew who 
got out his tractor and pulled our 
truck for nearly ten miles over bad 
muddy roads to help our linemen lo¬ 
cate a broken insulator which caused 
an outage on about fourteen miles of 
line. Good roads are needed as badly 
as electricity; and we hope that every 
county will follow Montgomery coun¬ 
ty’s plan for the future. 

* * * 

Soil Testing Laboratory 
What is hailed as probably one 

of the most important steps taken in 
recent years is the establishment by 
the Macoupin County Farm Bureau 
of a complete soil testing laboratory. 
This laboratory will handle the actual 
testing of all soil in Macoupin County. 
Limited service has been available j 
during the past but new developments 
in soil testing have enabled the tests 
to determine the amount of plant food 
nutrients in the soil to a very high 
degree of accuracy. 

It has been found that making fer¬ 
tilizer recommendations without first 
taking inventory of plant food in the 
soil is a haphazard practice. In the 
past the farm adviser in this county 
has been called upon to recommend 
certain types of fertilizer for farmers 
and has been forced to make recom¬ 
mendations without first having a 
complete test of the soil. With the 
new testing laboratory plan there 
should be no fallacy in the recom¬ 
mendations made by the farm adviser 
for the different types of fertilizers to 
be used on different types of soil. 
This is one important step for mak¬ 
ing a better farm. 

* * * 

MEMBER NEWS ITEMS 
February 26th, 1945 

M. J. M. Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
Dear Sir: 

Sorry to announce that we are 
leaving you as we really have en¬ 
joyed the electric and your way of 
doing business; but we have sold our 
farm and expect to move sometime the 
first of March. 

Carl Plummer, Brighton 
★ * * 

The S. R. Welton’s, Carlinville, 
have recently remodeled their home 
installing a complete bathroom with 
a water system using both hard and 
soft water. They have a new double 
unit automatic hot water heater and 
also have modernized their kitchen 
sink and built In cupboards. Mr. 
Welton says that he now has all the 
comforts of the city homes. 

W. A. Huckelbridge, Bunker Hill, 
has a new electric milker and an 
electric brooder. 

Henry Loges, Carlinville, has in¬ 
stalled a feed grinder and electric 
milker. 

More reports are coming in from 
members that they have started their 
electric brooders. Arthur Robinson, 
Carlinville; John Edwards, Shipman; 
Herman Dubbelde, Bunker Hill are 
using their electric brooders again 
this season. Have you started your 
brooder? If so, please write and tell 
us because we would like to know 
what members are using brooders and 
on what line they are located so that 
if it becomes necessary to make re¬ 
pairs on the line we will try to do 
such work at a time when it will be 
the least harmful to the chicks under 
the brooder. 

* * # 

Mr. and Mrs. Orin Hall are the 
parents of a son born Monday, Feb¬ 
ruary 19th. He has been named 
Orgie Wayne Hall. 

* * * 

Death of Charles T. Bouillion 
Shaws Point Township, 

Carlinville, Illinois 
Charles T. Bouillion, aged 80 years, 

a resident of Macoupin County for 
more than 50 years, died at his home 
in Shaws Point Township at 2:30 
P. M. Friday, March 2. Mr. Bouil¬ 
lion was born April 27, 1864, in 
Bond County, a son of Charles and 
Emma Culp Bouillion. He is sur¬ 
vived by five daughters and four 
sons as well as twenty-five grand¬ 
children and nine great grandchildren 
and five brothers. He was a well- 
known and prosperous farmer in the 
county and was highly respected by 
all in his neighborhood. His passing 
is grieved by a host of friends. 

* * * 

Service News Items 

rank of major. He is stationed at 
the Regional Hospital at Camp 
Barkeley, Texas. He is chief of 
general surgery, chief of officers and 
nurses surgery, dispositions section 
and surgical consultant at the hospi¬ 
tal. 

Major Comer spent many months 
on duty in the southwest Pacific, go¬ 
ing across with the first contingents 
to that war zone. He was returned 
to this country about a year ago and 
has since been located in Texas. 

* * * 

Mrs. Tom Rogers, who resides 
north of Chesterfield, has heard re¬ 
ports that her son, Sgt. Donald Wil¬ 
son, reported missing in action over 
Germany several weeks ago, is now 
a prisoner of the Germans. 

* * * 

Married 
Announcement has been received of 

the marriage of First Lt. Maribel El- 
dred Dorton, of the U. S. Army 
Nursing Corps, and Major John G. 
Auld, of Pennsylvania, who is in the 
Army Engineering Corps. They were 
married in Belgium, Feb. 2nd. Lt. 
Auld is the eldest daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. M. E. Eldred, who reside 
west of Palmyra. 

* ★ ★ 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Kasten, east 
of Carlinville, are enjoying the leave 
their son is now taking since he has 
been stationed in the south Pacific 
for nearly two years. Robert is a 
graduate of United States Naval 
Academy at Annapolis and has been 
seeing active duty on one of our 
large battleships. 

* * * 

Oliver A. Weller, MAN 3/c, who 
has been stationed at San Francisco, 
California, arrived home recently to 
spend a 15 day leave with his moth¬ 
er, Mrs. Jennie Weller, Palmyra, 
Illinois. 

* * * 

Ray Coffey, S 1/c, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Wendell Coffey, Carlin¬ 
ville, Illinois, has been spending a 
leave with his parents. He is sta¬ 
tioned at San Diego, California. 

NEWS FROM 
Adams 

Camp Point, 111. 

DEAN SEARLS, Supt. 

Edw. Althoff    1501 
Herbert Orr    950 
Earl Tenhouse       .. 760 
Ray Thompson   ..... 721 
Wayne Sapp   ..... 707 
Ernest Peters   ..... 694 
Thomas Sorrill   ..._ 562 
Clyde Johnson   „„ 555 
Royal Jackson    553 
Mary Ruhr    ...» 545 
Roy Morton     514 
Henry Ihrig    ..._ 510 
Emil Sherrick   502 
Victor Aden   ...» 499 
Harry Sherrick      ..... 496 
Wm. Eifert      ..... 493 
I. W. Johnson   ...» 471 
Philip Balzer     459 
Duncan Bros  ...» 442 
Mrs. Anna Wall   ..... 421 
J. D. Blauser    ..... 420 
Jacob Jacobsen   ...» 415 
Sam Worman   ...» 407 
Philip Ehrhardt    ...» 406 
Robert Lawler, Jr  ..... 397 
Menhard Buss   ...» 394 
Earl Dralle     ..... 394 
Earnest Vogler ..     ..... 374 
Glenn Willard   ...» 369 
Arthur Walford   ...» 368 
Tom Kirkpatrick   ..... 357 
Virgil Dietrich   ..... 356 
Oscar Dedert   ...» 354 
Lloyd Pickinpaugh   ..... 352 
Edwin Curtis   ..... 318 
Anna R. Grnhh     315 
John Sargent     311 
Lawrence Leenerts   ..... 308 
Louis Flesner     306 
Clyde Willard   ..... 305 
W. H. Niekamp   ,...» 303 
Fred Keene     302 
C. M. Ridings   300 

Commercial 
Liberty High School    1272 
Town of Camden   ...... 746 
Harry Hertzler     578 
Wheelhouse Coal Co  ..... 523 
City of Clayton Waterworks.   498 
Geo. Kestner Store     471 
Ruth Miller      450 
Green Lantern   

* * * 
  392 

Financial Report 
Total Billing   $7,670.00 
Average Bill     $4.58 
Average KWH Used     76 
Total KWH Sold   .128,637 
Total Members Billed    .....1,674 

New Adviser 

Ed H. Garlich, farm adviser of 
Brown county and a resident of 
Mount Sterling, has been named 
Morgan County Farm adviser. From 
1931 to 1933, he directed 4-H club 
work In Clinton and Washington 
counties. Garlich will assume his new 
duties on April 1. 

New Members 
Floyd and Anna Vonholt, Loyd 

Toland and Eva Toland, Howard and 
Marjorie Reid, Bernard and Mary 
McCombs, William and Hazel Crum, 
Walter and Marion Lubbert, Merle 
and Dorothy Ann Whitefleld, Ray 
and Edna T. McAllister, C. L. and 
Dorothy Scranton, Wilbur G. and 
Dorothy M. Buss, Otis and Freda 
McClain, Herbert and Helen Hen¬ 
dricks, Thomas and Effie Cook, Max 
E. and Helen M. Mayfield, Leo and 
Ruby M. Chockley, Herbert and 
Louise Busen, Enos and Wilma Nor¬ 
ton, Wayne and Mildred Angels 
Triplett, Alta V. and Harold J. 
Blansett. William and Hannah Seix, 
Russell and Bernice Seiz, Walter and 
Nora Schmidt, Wm. R. and Mildred 
Dodd, Iva C. Mollenhauer, Ray and 
Barbara Allensworth, Roger and 
Clearine Loos, W. R. and Clara El¬ 
liott, Clifford and Mary Simpson, 
Jack and Zelma Woodward, R. J. 
and Cora Dietrich, Anton and Clara 
Vogel, John G. and Elsie M. Merker, 
Norman L. and Nellie F. Eisenberg, 
Theodore and Victoria Reich, Arthur 
Haxel, Wilbert J. and Ann Maas, 
Bernard and Florence Holtschlag, 
Dale and Margaret Kennedy, Isaac 
and Sarah Young, Frank J. and Mar¬ 
jorie R. Salrin. 

* * * 

ATTENTION METER READERS! 
We have been experiencing some 

difficulty in reading the meter cards 
which some of you members return 
to us. Please DO NOT mark both 
the numbers in the windows and the 
position of the hands on the dials. 
This meter card is so designed be¬ 
cause we have two types of meters. 

(Turn to Page Ten) 



MARCH 20. 1945 ILLINOIS REA NEWS PAGE SEVEN 

# 

# 

# 

# 

NEWS FROM 

Wayne-White 
Fairfield, 111. 

F. A. TANNAHILL, Mgr. 

Board of Trustees 
Pres. J. Wess Barth, Cisne 
V. Pres., Harold Shepherd, Albion 
Treas., L. M. King, Mill Shoals 
Sec., Frank Gray, Sims 
Evans Williams, McLeansboro 
Ogie Vest, Xenia 
Irvin Yohe, Mt. Erie 
G. O. Moreland, Norris City 
G. O. Deem, Geff 

Manager 
F. A. Tannahill, Fairfield, 111. 
In case of emergency call before 

8:00 a. m. or after 5:00 p. m., call the 
following: For Carmi, McLeansboro, 
Norris City and vicinity, call Chalon 
Carter, Phone No. 123, Norris City. 

For all Edwards County, all of 
Wayne County, Crossville, Calvin 
and Phillipstown, in White County, 
call F. A. Tannahill, Phone 156J. 
Cloyd Musgrave 60M; Norman Davis 
18F21; or Bill Fleming 14M, all of 
Fairfield, Illinois. 

* ^* * 

First 20 Meter Cards To Come In 
E. L. Judy, Cisne: John H. Mc¬ 

Intosh, Springerton; Earl York, En¬ 
field; T. J. Vaughan, Fairfield; Fred 
G. Shafer, Keenes; Ralph Metcalf, 
Mill Shoals; E. F. Keen, Keenes; 
Hugh C. West, Bluford; Ira James, 
McLeansboro; E. R. Henson, Norris 
City; A. C. Wilson, Barnhill; J. P. 
Molt, Geff; Odis Reynolds Garage, 
Epworth; C. E. Bowers, Thackery; 
W. E. Osborn, Bluford; Walter Wil¬ 
son, Wayne City; Frank Piercy, El¬ 
lery; Ellsworth R. Marshall, West 
Salem; Millard F. Riggs, Golden 
Gate; William Wood, Albion. 

* * * 

Last 20 Meter Cards 
John R. Smith, RFD 2, Enfield; 

J. M. Johnson, Norris City; Clayton 
Thomas, No. 2, Enfield; Charles 
Kuykendall, No. 1, Crossville; C. S. 
Knight, Norris City; Robert Payne, 
Enfield; Paul Mauntell, No. 4, Car- 
mi; Walter Bryant, Norris City; W. 
A. Abbott, McLeansboro; Chas. Mat¬ 
thews, McLeansboro; Charles Roth- 
rock, West Salem; John Williams, 
McLeansboro; W. P. McIntosh, 
Springerton; Lee Wilson, No. 5, Fair- 
field; Cecil G. Whitacre, Fairfield; 
James Wi Miller, West Salem; Roy 
Williams, McLeansboro; Charles W. 
Hill, Norris City; Ernest Hawthorne, 
Garrison; John L. Grubb, Belle 
Prairie. 

* * * 

Welcome New Members 
William and Olive Xanders, Fair- 

field; Arthur and Clara Hawbecker, 
Fairfield; Matt and Aileen Thomas, 
Enfield; C. N. and Corabel Power, 
Mill Shoals; Clifford and Edna 
Breeze, Bluford; Stanley and Bess 
Fenton, Sims; Clarence L. and Mar¬ 
jorie Weber, Sims; Leslie Forth and 
Mary Forth, Cisne; Gazelle Hawkins, 
Fairfield; Eliza Denny, spinster, Mt. 
Erie; Ira and Gertie Bailey, Golden 
Gate; R. F. and Clara Beck, Geff; 
Cloyd and Alta McDowell, Golden 
Gate; L. E. and Virginia Trimmer, 
Mt. Erie; James C. and Zora Hubble, 
Cisne; James and Ina Wheat, Rt. 1, 
Geff; Henry S Kathryn Blake, Rin- 
ard; O. S. and Nellie I. Isom, RFD 
3, Cisne; K. & M. Trucking Co. by 
Ivan King, Geff; Tommy and Louise 
Johnson, Wayne City; Elias and 
Ethel Sutherland, Wayne City; Virg¬ 
il and Jennie McRill, Wayne City; 
Nichols W. and Edythe Pyle, RFD 
4, Carmi; Clayton P. and Inez Mer¬ 
rick, Mt. Erie; S. M. Hammell and 
Bernice Hammell, Crossville; David 
and Dorothy Buttry, RFD 1, Norris 
City; Verne and Hazel Rawls, 
V/ayne City; Virgil Gowdy, Wayne 
City; Vernon and Alice Nelson, 
Thackeray; Harold J. and Netty Jo 
Bunting, Ellery; Luella and Everett 
Hallam, Albion; R. L. and Dorothy 
Duncan, RFD 1, Crossville; Froman 
Walker, Maunie; Wilson and Wilma 
Dean, Parkersburg; Vaurice M. and 
Lucille Vaughan, Golden Gate; Au¬ 
gust A. and Bessie Miller, Maunie; 
Walbur Cox and Colleen Cox, Mc¬ 

Leansboro; Amos and Erma Frazier, 
Wayne City; Lewis M. and Clyde 
Russell, No. 5, Carmi; Ella and A. 
W. Talbert,-Wayne City; Carl Tur¬ 
ner, Carmi; Fred and Millie Young, 
Sims; William Richard and Roberta 
V. Rogers, Albion; J. A. Pyle and 
Ethel Pyle, Carmi; Lester and Zella 
Dozier, Mill Shoals; Lenes S. Tatro 
and Jessie V. Tatro, Enfield; Oscar 
and Ora Phillips, Norris City; Olin 
Sutton and Veda Mae Sutton, Mc¬ 
Leansboro; Floyd Shell and Veda 
Shell, McLeansboro; Earl and Dollie 
Metheney, McLeansboro; Lloyd and 
Opal Hall, Wayne City; Gilbert and 
Myrtle Buttry, Norris City. 

* * • 

February Operating Report 

Miles Energized   1017 
Members Receiving Service   4162 
Total KWH sold    244838 
Average KWH used per 

member     58 
Number of Minimum Bills   696 
Average Bill   3.27 
Revenue per mile    _.15.14 
Density per mile  4. 

* * • 

25 Highest Farm Users 

Jake Bowyer, Keenes, 1215; Har¬ 
ry Lasater, No. 1, Barnhill, 778; J. 
E. Dennis, Crossville, 602; John 
Spence, Geff, 513; Ulla Givens, Car¬ 
mi, 493; G. P. Calvin, Calvin, 490; 
Paul Mauntell, Carmi, 423; Luke 
Fyle, Springerton, 417; J. F. Combs, 
Wayne City, 394; Oral Brown, Fair- 
field, 387; Delmar Lampp, Bt. Prai¬ 
rie, 386; H. G. French, Mill Shoals, 
361; Gilbert Green, Albion, 360; B. 
S. Collins, Crossville, 347; Chas. 
Metcalf, Enfield, 334; Tom Potter, 
Calvin, 325; Ruth E. Best, Mt. Erie, 
313; Odes Bayley, Norris City, 283; 
W. R, Cochran, Carmi, 279; Ira 
James, McLeansboro, 277; Frank 
Gray, Fairfield, 275; John Bestow, 
Geff, 272; Leonard Atteberry, Fair- 
field, 266; Peter Westergard, Maunie, 
264; W. G. Bayley, New Haven, 254. 

★ ★ ★ 

25 Highest Commercial Users 
Pure Oil Co., Cisne, 7420; Magnolia 

Prod. Co., Salem, 4740; Kingwood 
Oil Co., McLeansboro, 4440; D. W. 
Humphrey, Fairfield, 4194; J. G. 
Clark, Hatchery, Wayne City,' 2678; 
Gholson’s Hatchery, McLeansboro; 
2592; Robinson & Puckett, 201 E. 
Main, Fairfield, 2378; Sam Gilpins, 
Carmi, 1970; Texas Pipe Line Co., 
Fairfield, 1585; Carmi Baptist Orph¬ 
anage, Carmi, 1273; Ben Nation, 
Fairfield, 1232; Carmi Rendering 
Plant, Carmi, 1182; Stanley Bratton, 
Johnsonville, 1142; Sohio Pipe Line 
Co., Johnsonville, 1099; St. Patrick’s 
church, Enfield, 883; 111. Producing 
Corp., Box 123, Olney, 758; United 
Producing Co., Warehouse No. 2, 
Cisne, 704; Sun Oil Co., Evansville, 
699; Community High School, 
Wayne City, 692; The Texas Co., 
Salem, 689; Otis Wilson, Johnson¬ 
ville, 670; O. A. McRill, Wayne 
City, 650; Ralph E. Keith, Rinard, 
630; John W. Anderson, Wayne City 
611; Mrs. Frank Garrison’s Cafe, 
Wayne City, 598. 

* * * 

INTERRUPTIONS TO SERVICE 
We want to take this opportunity 

to thank those members who have 
reported interruptions to us during 
the past month and we especially want 
to thank the telephone operators in 
our several communities for the splen¬ 
did job they do in passing on infor¬ 
mation to the cooperative office for 
cur members on those rural telephone 
lines which do not talk up very well. 

If it were not for the splendid 
service and cooperation the telephone 
operators very often give us, it would 
be very difficult for us to interpret 
the correct location of many of the 
service calls. 

In reporting service calls we again 
wish to impress upon the members 
the importance of their checking their 
fuse or multibreaker before they call 
because to send a maintenance crew 
and truck out on a call where the 
member’s fuse or multibreaker is 
burned open and the trouble is not 
beyond the member’s meter, the coop¬ 
erative must necessarily make a 
charge to the member for the ex¬ 
pense. We have during the past| 

month had occasion to bill a few 
members for these kind of service 
calls. The members very often com¬ 
plain about the high cost of the ser¬ 
vice call. 

A number of times in the past we 
have carried items instructing mem¬ 
bers how to check their fuses and 
multibreakers and we have strongly 
urged that those members having 
fuses in their switch boxes to carry 
spare fuses on hand so that in case 
they should burn out a fuse they 
would have the proper size on hand 
to replace the defective fuse. 

A defective fuse can in most cases 
be very easily detected by inspect¬ 
ing the little mica window at the 
large end of the fuse. Usually if a 
fuse is burned out this window be¬ 
comes burned and smoked and it has 
the appearance of being subject to 
considerable heat and as a rule one 
can rely on this indication as a fact 
that that fuse is burned out. Of 
course the trouble should be located 
and removed before a new fuse is 
installed because if the trouble is still 
connected to the circuit the other 
fuse will burn out as soon as it is 
installed. 

You can usually tell what has 
caused the fuse to burn out because 
automatically when an appliance or 
cord of some kind is connected that 
is when the fuse usually burns out 
and of course that cord or appliance 
should be disconnected from the cir¬ 
cuit before the new fuse is installed. 
It is always well to turn a light on 
that particular circuit and in this 
way you can always tell when you 
get the circuit working again because 
the light will come on and this will 
indicate to you that you have 
changed the right fuse. Then, as a 
further check, if you so desire you 
may again try that appliance or at¬ 
tachment cord while the light is still 
burning and if that is the cord or ap¬ 
pliance causing trouble, it will burn 
out the fuse and this, of course, will 
cause the light to go out. It will, of 
course, be necessary to replace this 
fuse again but you will have tested 
the appliance or the cord and will 
know definitely where your trouble is. 

In resetting a multibreaker type 
switch, all that is necessary is to 
push the toggle switch to the "off” 
position and then with added pres¬ 
sure downward. This will reset the 
multibreaker switch and then by 
throwing the toggle switch handle to 
the "on” position your lights should 
come back on again. However, if a 
defective appliance or attachment 
cord is connected to the circuit the 
breaked will make a hum noise and 
then open again which would indicate 
that the trouble is still connected to 
the circuit. You should follow the 
same procedure of turning on a light 
on that circuit to help you determine 
when you have reestablished service 
and again if you are sure that a de¬ 
fective appliance or cord is connected, 
this appliance or cord should be dis¬ 
connected from the circuit before at¬ 
tempting to reset the multibreaker 
switch again. 

The multibreaker switch has a 
small bi-metal strip and when the bi¬ 
metal strip becomes hot it expands 
and allows the breaker to open. 
When this happens it is necessary to 
allow the bi-metal strip to cool off 
so that it will go back to the normal 
condition. Therefore it is useless to 
attempt to reset the multibreaker 
switch immediately because the bi¬ 
metal strip must cool sufficiently to 
allow the switch to reset. 

Many of our members have water 
pump systems, chick brooders, etc., 
which they rely on for the service 
that equipment is intended for, and 
when the service should go off, we 
urgently request that you do not wait 
for your neighbor or someone else 
along the line to call in and advise 
your cooperative office but rather we 
urge that you take it upon yourself 
to report the interruption to service 
immediately. This will give your co¬ 
operative a better chance to reestab¬ 
lish service at an earlier period of 
time. The lightning season is now 
approaching and it is only reason¬ 
able to expect that lightning will 
strike our lines and equipment and 

of course when it does it usually puts 
them out of service. Therefore, the 
earlier a member will get the report 
to |the cooperative office, the earlier 
we will be able to get the service 
on. 1 Therefore, if you will kindly co¬ 
operate in this respect we are sure 
your service will be more satisfactory 
to you. 

* * * 

Salvage Drive For Bundles of Paper!? 
and Magazines, Cans of Grease 

and Boxes of Tin Cans 

There will be a concerted effort put 
forth by all county salvage commit¬ 
tees in the State of Illinois on Sat¬ 
urday, April 28. 

Governor Green has proclaimed 
this day, Saturday, April 28, as cur¬ 
rent clean up day for papers, tin cans, 
old qlothing, rags and grease through¬ 
out the entire State of Illinois. 

Boy Scouts .Girl Scouts, civic or¬ 
ganizations, churches and school 
children will all join to make this the 
biggest and most successful drive that 
has ever been put on for salvage. 

Rural folks can best cooperate in 
this salvage drive by accumulating 
boxes of tin cans which of course, 
should be free of paper and free of 
any greases and should be kept per¬ 
fectly dry so that there will be no 
rust on any tin cans, because if 
there is just a little rust those cans 
cannot be used for salvage. If farm 
folks will begin to accumulate their 
old magazines, grease, old clothes, 
and rags which are of no use and 
will take them to town with them 
when they go to shop and leave them 
at a pickup station those things will 
then be ready and available for load¬ 
ing onto freight cars or trucks which¬ 
ever the case may be and eventually 
will be delivered to the salvage depot 
where they can be used. 

We should not think in terms of 
large quantities of this salvage be¬ 
cause it is possible that large quan¬ 
tities may not be available in every 
home. However, if a little is gath¬ 
ered here and a little is gathered 
there and this is multiplied by the 
millions of farms in the United States, 
we can readily appreciate that mil¬ 
lions of pounds of salvage can be ac¬ 
cumulated if everyone will cooperate 
with their local salvage committees in 
making this drive the success that it 
should be in view of the tremendous 
effort which is being put forth by our 
armed forces and our production fa¬ 
cilities to get this war over with and 
bring it to a close. v 

Even though we can only contrib¬ 
ute 10 or 12 cans or even though we 
can only contribute one-half pound of 
grease or even though we can only 
contribute three pounds of paper or 
magazines, if we will stop to multi¬ 
ply this by the millions of farms, we 
are sure this drive will be a complete 
success. 

We are sure if we do our part on 
the home front, the boys will take 
care of their part on the fighting 
fronts. 

★ * * 

The Chick Brooding Season Is Here 
Demands for poultry in the cities 

and for our government are mam¬ 
moth and no doubt every farmer 
should endeavor to relieve this situa¬ 
tion by raising some chicks for the 
market this spring and summer. 

No doubt many of you know from 
actual experience how few poultry 
are being sold on the market today. 
If new poultry is not raised this 
spring and summer this situation is 
going to become more critical than 
ever so that by next fall and winter 
there will not be enough poultry 
available to supply the needs for our 
armed forces, much less for civilian 
use. 

We have been told that the meat 
situation is going to become very 
critical and we have read where the 
meat supply for the months of April, 
May and June will be the lowest it 
has been in ten years. This, of course, 
means that civilians will not have as 
much meat as we had before. No 
doubt this !is brought about because 
of the tremendous amount of meat 
which is needed to feed the prisoners 
of war which are accumulating very 
rapidly in those countries which we 

(Turn to Page Ten) 

NEWS FROM 

Southern Illinois 
Dongola, 111. 

GEORGE ENDICOTT, 
Mgr. 

Well Drilling 
Through the efforts of the cooper¬ 

ative office, we have secured the 
services of a well drilling concern, 
which is willing to come in bn the 
project and take cafe of the drilling of 
wells for our members. This is a 
well established and drilling concern; 
they have a new drilling rig which 
is due in this month, and as they 
have new equipment and qualified 
personnel, they are very anxious to 
get started on the well drilling in this 
part of the country. 

The prices which have been quoted 
and will remain until such time as 
they can see what the situation will 
be is $4.00 for drilling, with no cas¬ 
ing, and $5.00 per foot for drilling 
with casing furnished. Anyone de¬ 
siring a well, should get in touch 
with the office immediately. 

Wiring 
Through the new amendment to tji* 

WPB orders, especially to the LILF 
older, it will be necessary that all 
individuals desiring additional wir¬ 
ing, secure a copper certificat* 
through the AAA board, before w* 
can issue any wire. Those desiring 
wire and can obtain this certificate 
will be required to use the nob and 
tube or open wiring, for which there 
will be an extra charge. This is 
available only due to the fact that 
there has been a government surplus 
property organization set up in REA, 
wrho have located some of this wire, 
and it will be necessary that we use 
it. It is just as adequate at other 
wire, but is harder to install, and 
therefore an increase in the price from 
$2.50 to $3.25 per outlet is charged 
for this wire. 

B Completion 
We have indicated in the past is¬ 

sues of the paper that we would ex¬ 
pect that w'e could complete the B 
section which has been laying her* 
so long, and get electricity to th* 
members along this line. Part of thes* 
lines have been energized this week, 
and with good weather conditions, 
we intend to have the remainder 
energized in a short time. Those 
members on U1C extensions will 
have to wait a few more weeks, in 
that the boys are working with th* 
contractor, and as soon as this is 
energized, they will resume their 
work on the building of extensions. 

Hammer Mills 
The cooperative has available « 

few of the mills, along with motors, 
and individuals desiring these should 
contact the office immediately. They 
are suitable also for using with trac« 
tor attachment. 

Increase In Revenue 
We have had several complaints 

from members stating that they are 
using more energy than before, it 
seems that this is the case, in that 
our power bills have increased, along 
with our KWH consumption. It was 
thought best to mention this in that 
a few of the members feel their met-i 
ers are running too fast. This is not 
the case, it is verified by the increase 
in KWH consumption, and also in-! 
crease in power bills. 

Saves Space 
A saving in space equalling some 

250 shiploads of 5,000 tons each re¬ 
sulted from the dehydration of vege¬ 
tables allocated by the War Food 
administration during the year end- 
ing June 30, 1944, it is estimated. 
Weight reduction by dehydration wai 
87 per cent, or 1,200,000 tons, and 
the reduction in volume was about 
70 per cent or more than a million 
and a quarter ship’s tons. 

Christian county has a larger per¬ 
centage of its tillable land in soy¬ 
beans than any other county in tht 
United States. Approximately 150,- 
000 acres of soybeans were produced 
in Christian county last year with an 
average yield of at last 22 bushel* 
an acre. 
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Story Behind the Headlines on Food 
Dehydrator Tells Dramatic Episodes 

INTO THE DEHYRATOR IT GOES—With live co-eds otficiating. 
a plate o[ steam blanched cabbage goes into the dehydrator—to come out 
later dehydrated to such an extent that a large head of cabbage will fit 
easily into a small cellophane sack. The girls in the above group include 
Molly Mann of Decatur, Margaret Myers of Oakley, Hazel Hartman of 
Bondfield, Mary Margaret Wheeler and Virginia Swain. 

Colorado REA 
Co-ops Given 

Tax Increase 

The dangerous trend toward in¬ 
creasing taxes of cooperatives is 
shown in news that REA cooperatives 
in Colorado have had their tax access- 
ments raised 35 per cent this year. 

REA co-op leaders in Colorado 
have also been informed that they 
can expect additional increases in 
taxes until they pay at the same 
level as the utility companies. The 
current increase means that a coop- 
erative which paid $8,000 last year 
would pay $25,000 on the proposed 
“tax equality” basi° 

Colorado REA leaders, however, 
have organized a legislative comittee 
which has arranged for introduction 
of a bill to change the basis of assess¬ 
ment and effect substantial savings 
for the hard-hit cooperatives. 

Apple Experiment 

As a result of numerous tests, the 

New York State Experiment Station 

found only one apple with a 

vitamin C content approaching that 

of an orange. It is an ancient variety 
known as the White Calville or Cal- 

ville blanche d’hiver, probably of 
French origin and recorded as far 
back as 1600. Scientists hope that 

this apple may lead the way toward 

future apples rich in vitamin C. 

Students and teachers at Blackburn 
college in Carlinville listened to Mrs. 
Elva S. Bohannan, REA coopera¬ 
tives’ operations division representa¬ 
tive, tell her story about dehydration 
of food for a very special reason. 

This remarkable self-help college, 
located in the home city of M.J.M. 
Electric cooperative, is looking ahead 
—and looking ahead at Blackburn 
means going one step farther toward 
cutting the cost of an education for 
its students. Called America’s most 
exclusive college, Blackburn admits 
only those students who are in the 
top third of their high school classes, 
but who do not have enough money 
to go elsewhere to college. 

Behind their interest in dehydra¬ 
tion, therefore lay the fundamental 
thought—how to preserve products 
from the college farm in such quanti¬ 
ties that as much as possible can be 
utilized during the fall, spring and 
winter in the college dining room. 

Economists Confer 
Consequently, one of the first meet¬ 

ings which Mrs. Bohannan addressed 
during her 2-week stay in Carlinville 
as the guest of the M.J.M. co-op was 
a session of home economic teachers 
and students at the college. Other 
meetings were conducted before Home 
Bureau, rural and school groups. 

All students of the school also as¬ 
sembled for a general session in the 
chapel to watch the REA leader ex¬ 
plain the wonders of a home dehy¬ 
drator constructed by Carlinville high 
school students and to inspect food 
which had been revitalized (brought 
back to an edible state) after having 
been dehydrated as long as three 
years ago. 

food presented another problem—the 
correct method of preparing food pri¬ 
or to its insertion in the dehydrator. 

Surprising as it may seem to the j 
layman, vegetables breathe through 
minute pores, Mrs. Bohannan ex-' 
plains. On the basis of this knowl¬ 
edge, therefore, it was discovered 
that the original method for prepar¬ 
ing vegetables for the dehydrator by 
first plunging them into water was 
wrong. It was obvious that, if the 
object was to eliminate moisture, the 
practice of adding more moisture to 
the food by soaking it in water was 
wrong. 

Out of that practice, however, 
came the one now being adopted on 
a rapidly expanding scale by home 
economists . . . steam blanching or 
steaming. In this method, vegetables 
are steamed until “the steam pene¬ 
trates each piece of food, so that 
when broken open the food has a 
mealy or steamed-through appearance. 

Steam, it is explained, will open 
the pores of the vegetables and “stop 
them from breathing,” permitting the 
heated dehydrator to draw out all of 
the moisture. 

Detailed plans for making your 
own dehydrator are available at the 
Rural Electrification Administration 
office in St. Louis or at your co-op 
offices. Included in the illustrated 
booklet on the subject are several 
pages devoted to assisting individuals 
in dehydrating various vegetables. 

EXPERT ADVICE, carefully fol¬ 
lowed—Under the watchful eye of 
Mrs. Bohannan, these two Blackburn 
college students, Virginia Swain of 
Jacksonville, left, and Mary Margaret 
Wheeler of Gardner, prepare cab¬ 
bage by the steam blanching method 
for dehydration. 

"Steam blanching or steaming 
(fruits to be dehydrated are rarely 
steam blanched) should not be con¬ 
fused with the term water blanching 
as used in canning. Vegetables to be 
dehydrated are usually steamed until 
the steam has thoroughly penetrated 
each piece of food, so that when 
broken open the food has a mealy 

TRIAL, ERROR METHOD 
IS USED; ARMY GRATE¬ 
FUL FOR DISCOVERY 

From Warren county high school 
in McMinnville, Tenn., to the far- 
flung battlefronts of the world seems 
like a tremendous stretch of the imag¬ 
ination—but, as far as the wonders of 
food dehydration are concerned, it 
was just a hop, skip and a jump. 

For, it was in the vocational agri¬ 
cultural department of McMinnville 
high school that the first chapters in 
the story of home dehydration of food 
were written and where possibilities 
of developing dehydrated foods for 
military use came into being. 

Like other accomplishments in pre¬ 
serving food, it took a war to bring 
to light this latest method. The time¬ 
worn method of canning food was de¬ 
veloped during the Napoleonic wars; 
the condensation of milk was a de¬ 
velopment of the Civil war; powd¬ 
ered milk and eggs came into exist¬ 
ence with World War I—and now 
dehydration of foods makes its ap¬ 
pearance with World War II. 

Puzzled and worried over how to 
get huge quantities of food to the 
war fronts and still find space in pre¬ 
cious ships for ammunition and arms, 
military supply officers found dehy¬ 
dration an answer to their prayers. 
Thus it is that millions of pounds of 
dehydrated food are now shipped to 
military personnel throughout the 
world, thanks to experiments con¬ 
ducted in a Tennessee high school un¬ 
der direction of Mrs. Elva Bohannan 
of the Cooperatives’ Operations Di¬ 
vision of the REA and James Jaggers, 
vocational agriculture teacher; thanks 
also to the McMinnville high school 
vocational agricultural students who 
constructed—and re-constructed — the 
first workable “ho-made" dehydrator 
in line with each new, revolutionary 
Idea dreamed up by their teacher and 
the REA food specialist. 

Trial and Error 
The development of the first de¬ 

hydrator for home use was on a 
strictly trial and error basis, Mrs. 
Bohannan said. 

The box-like structure and the ap¬ 
plication of heat to food were just 
the beginning of the dehydrator. 
When Mrs. Bohannan decided that 
circulation of air was needed, the co¬ 
operative Mr. Jaggers produced an 
electric fan. Use of placing the trays , 
in the box at an angle, the installa- j 
tion of ventilators, incorporation of j 
baffles to deflect warm air currents, 
even the use of furniture glides, all 
followed one another in a surge of 
ideas that produced the finished 
product. 

Chance, too, played its part in de¬ 
velopment of the dehydrator. The 
act of a particular hostess at a 
luncheon in putting soiled linen over 
a ventilator of an experimental dehy¬ 
drator, thinking the box a conveni¬ 
ent catch-all on which to dispose of 
used table cloths and napkins prior 
to Mrs. Bohannan’s scheduled after¬ 
noon address, provided another solu¬ 
tion to another problem. 

By accidentally stopping up the 
dehydrator’s ventilators, the hostess 
pointed the way to plans for building 
up pressure in the box, thus enabling 
the hard-working “Edisons” to dry 
food thoroughly through and through, 
eliminating the “case hardening buga¬ 
boo” where food is hardened on the 
outside but remains soft inside. This 
case hardening action also had been 
observed in food dried in the sun and 
over hot stoves. To say that it had 
plagued Mrs. Bohannan, Mr. Jaggers 
and his students were putting it mildly. 

Knowledge of how to dehydrate 

or steamed through appearance. 

"An adequate blanch is necessary 

to reduce subsequent losses of caro¬ 

tene and Vitamin C in stored dehy¬ 

drated products. Although the mech¬ 

anism of the action of blanching is 
not completely understood, it results 
in much better retention of vitamins, 
flavor or color throughout the dehy¬ 
dration process and subsequent stor¬ 
age than dehydrating without blanch¬ 
ing. Blanching inactivates certain 
enzymes, increases the ease of revi¬ 
talizing of some products, destroys 
bacteria molds and other microscopic 
organisms." 

New Method of 
Saving Food Is 
Taught at College 

STUDY DEHYDRATION 
AS A WAY TO PRESERVE 

FARM PRODUCTS 

FUST WORKABLE IM CONSTRUCTED 
BY TENNESSEE HIGH SCHOOL PUPILS 

POLE CREOSOTING 
FIRM PURCHASED 

BY TEXAS CO-OPS 
Texas Rural Electric cooperatives, 

through their state-wide organization, 
have purchased their own pole treat*! 
ing plant. Money to buy the plant 
was loaned the cooperatives by the 
Rural Electrification administration. 

Reason for making the unusual pur¬ 
chase was to offset the difficulties 
experienced by Texas REA co-ops 
in buying poles—a difficulty which, 
it is said, was not shared by utility 
companies. 

It is reported that one Texas co¬ 
operative found the local power com¬ 
pany preparing to construct lines to 
farms in strategic positions, using 
poles recently delivered by a creo- 
soting firm which had an unfilled 
order from the cooperative dating 
back to February, 1944. The new 
plant will treat poles for Texas Pow¬ 
er Reserve members only and will 
not compete on the open market. 

Salt for Summer 
Four-H clubbers in Manitowoc 

county are promoting greater use of 
salt tablets among farmers as a means 
of overcoming heat exhaustion in the 
fields on hot days. Every hour’s 
labor will be valuable this year. Salt 
will help prevent loss of time from 
heat exhaustion. 

* * * 

Your 1945 Tax Estimate 
You have until January 15, 1946 

to file your 1945 income tax declar¬ 
ation—if you earn at least two-thirds 
of your income from farming. On 
that date you may file annual returns 
instead of a declaration. Declarations 
are required from all farmers who ex¬ 
pect to earn $500 or more this year. 
If declarations are postponed until 
Jan. 15, 1946, the full amount of the 
estimated tax must be paid at that 
time. 

A study of the Blackburn college 
system will show why leaders of the 
school would be greatly interested in 
dehydration from an economic stand¬ 
point. For the college operates a 
farm from which students harvest a 
large supply of vegetables to be used 
in the school dining room throughout 
the educational year. It is essential 
that the school be operated as eco¬ 
nomically as possible because stu¬ 
dents pay only $225 per year for 
room, board and tuition. 

Under the inspired guidance of its 
president, Dr. William M. Hudson, 
Blackburn has been built by its stu¬ 
dents and is today operated by them. 
There is little money floating around 
Blackburn; work is the medium of 
exchange, and every student gives 15 
hours of work a day to the college 
to pay for educational and living 
costs not covered in the low tuition 
charged. 

Student labor and student manage¬ 
ment enables the school to be con¬ 
ducted with a maximum of efficiency 
at minimum cost. Blackburn’s scho¬ 
lastic standards are high and^lhose 
who complete its 2-year college course 
are able to go on to other colleges 
and universities without the necessity 
of taking entrance examinations. 

All of the buildings on the campus 
have been built by student labor, with 
the assistance of some skilled artisans. 
Nothing, apparents, halts the progress 
of Blackburn — when its buildings 
were destroyed by fire, Dr. Hudson 
soon had his students going to 
classes in four borrowed railroad cars. 
This remarkable college president has 
a record of having raised $1000 per 
week for the school, starting out with 
the good wishes of the Presbyterian 
church as practically the school’s only 
asset 
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Electricity Is Extra Hired Hand On 
Dairy Farm; Boosts Egg Business Too 

# 

# 

IN THE DAIRY OR CHICKEN BUSINESS—it's all the same; elec- 
tricity works for Mr. and Mrs. Albert G. Weber. AT THE LEFT, Mr. 
Weber is shown as he uses his electric clippers to remove surplus hair from 
the flanks, udders and tail of one of his registered Holsteins—top-producing 
Cleverhill Daisy Holmstead. AT THE RIGHT, Mrs. Weber arrives to 
gather an abundant supply of eggs from, her electrically-lighted chicken house. 
On the wall to her left, may be seen the electric timer-switch which turns the 
lights on in the late afternoon and off early in the morning. 

The production of Grade A milk 
is of prime importance on Albert 
G. Weber’s electrically-served dairy 
farm, near Nauvoo, and power from 
Western Illinois Electric cooperative 
at Carthage provides this progressive 
dairyman with the "extra hired hand” 
necessary to do the required job. 

Top grade milk from Mr. Weber’s 
herd of registered pure-bred Hol¬ 
steins is at a premium in nearby Keo¬ 
kuk, Iowa. It is no accident that this 
enviable situation exists, for this 
Western Illinois co-op member is con¬ 
tinually building up his herd, his herd 
bull having come from one of the 
outstanding farms in Canada. 

How does electricity help? Well, 
first of all, Mr. Weber uses milking 
machines and figures that he com¬ 
pletes his milking chore in half the 
time with milkers than was formerly 
required when the job was done by 
hand. To keep his cows clean, he 
also uses an electric clippers to re¬ 
move hair from the flanks, tails and 
udders at periodical intervals. His 
large, well-ventilated, lighted dairy 
barn is cooled in the summer by an 
electrically-operated fan. 

Radio in Barn 
To add a bit of enjoyment to the 

milking chores, he also has installed 
a radio in the barn so he, his son, Ed¬ 
win, and the hired man can listen to 
the latest news reports, music or 
scores of athletic contests. The cows 
listen too, if they wish, Mr. Weber 
says. 

One of the top cows in the herd 
is Cloverhill Daisy Holmstead, 
710884. Five years old, this regis¬ 
tered Holstein has a record of hav¬ 
ing produced 11,418 pounds of milk, 
containing 395.3 pounds of butterfat 
over a testing period of 305 days. 

Mr. Weber raises his own stock, 
adding five or six heifers to his herd 
each year. "Going easy on his herd,” 
he says enables him to keep his cows 
producing milk longer than is gen¬ 
erally the custom on most dairy farms. 
Electricity on the farm is put to max¬ 
imum use, water systems being in¬ 
stalled in the barn, where cattle drink 
from stanchion cups, as well as in his 
modern, electrified home. Electric 
pumps are used to draw water for 
stock. 

Chicken Business 
Electricity is also a big factor in 

producing eggs on the Weber farm, 
power being used for lights in the 
poultry house, to warm water and to 
operate a time switch to turn lights 
On and off in the morning and after 
dark. 

Electric energy, Mr. and Mrs. 
Weber say, have enabled them to 
double egg production. Starting out 
with 325 chicks, the flock is event¬ 
ually culled down to 125 hens from 
which eggs are produced for hatch¬ 
ery purposes. The electric light 
switch-timer device is set to turn 
lights on at about 3:30 in the after¬ 
noon and off at 7 in the morning. 

By keeping lights on in the poultry 
house, chickens continue laying win¬ 

ter and summer on a near-normal 
schedule—cold weather having no 
effect on them, Mr. Weber said. 

All of the buildings on the farm 

Says Examination Docs Not 
Mean Induction Into 

Service 

Contrary to widespread belief, all 
farm workers under 26 years of age 
who are being given pre-induction 
physical examinations will not be in¬ 
ducted into the armed forces, accord¬ 
ing to a statement issued by Col. 
Paul G. Armstrong, state director of 
selective service. 

"It has come to my attention," 
said Colonel Armstrong, "that many 
farm employers are planning farm 
sales because of their belief that all 
young farmers, ages 18 through 25 
years, are to be inducted. There is 
no basis for such belief. 

Won't Take All 
"While it is true that all farm 

registrants under 26 years old are be¬ 
ing sent to preinduction physical ex¬ 
aminations, not all of them will be 
reclassified to Class 1-A simply be¬ 
cause' they have been found physically 
qualified for military service. All 
other classes of registrants in this 
age group have been given preinduc¬ 
tion physical examinations, and the 
recent order for examination of young 
farm registrants was undoubtedly is¬ 
sued to determine how many men in 
this group were physically qualified 
for service, as well as to expedite 
the induction of those no longer con¬ 
sidered necessary to agriculture. 

Tydings Act 
"In carrying out the recent order 

pertaining to young farm registrants 
local boards and boards of appeal 
carefully consider the farm status of 
each man. Boards are still following 
the requirements of the Tydings Act 
which provides that every man ac¬ 
tually necessary on a farm shall be 
deferred until a replacement can be 
found. In some instances, boards have 
previously been liberal in border-line 
cases, and the main purpose of the 
new directive is to have every farm 
case reviewed under stricter stand¬ 
ards to determine whether or not a 
farm worker under 26 can possibly 
be spared to the armed forces. If 
a board, after thorough consideration, 
determines that the farm worker is 
definitely essential to the production 
of food and fibre for the armed forces 
as well as the civilian population, 

are lighted and Mrs. Weber enjoys 

the added “city" comfort of being 

able to cook by the use of electricity. 

and that no replacement for him is 
available, the board may properly 
continue the agricultural deferment of 
such men.” 

HAFER NAMED TO 
HEAD STATE WAR 

MATERIAL GROUP 
T. H. Hafer, superintendent of 

Corn Belt Electric cooperative, has 
been named chairman of a committee 
on surplus war goods procedure for 
Illinois REA cooperatives. 

Other members of the committee 
include Herbert Downey, manager of 
Tri-County Electric cooperative, of 
Mount Vernon, and Stanley R. Fer¬ 
ris, manager of Illinois Rural Electric 
company of Winchester. 

The committee was to confer this 
month in St. Louis with J. Warner 
Pyles, head of the surplus war mater¬ 
ials section of REA; E. C. Collier, 
REA operations representative, and 
A. E. Becker, coordinator of the As¬ 
sociation of Illinois Electric Cooper¬ 
atives. 

House Group To 
Study Taxation 
On Cooperatives 

Members of the small business com¬ 
mittee of the House of Representa¬ 
tives will in the near , future open 
hearings on the subject of taxation as 
it effects small business and the co¬ 
operatives. 

Representative Wright Patman of 
Texarkana, Tex., known In the 
house as a “liberal and a friend of 
farmers, small business and the co¬ 
operatives,’’ is chairman of the com¬ 
mittee. Texas leaders report that 
Patman has assured the Cooperative 
League that he will not permit the 
committee and its investigation to be 
used to destroy cooperatives. 

Patman stated that the committee 
wished to get the facts, and wel¬ 
comed information from cooperatives 
and their members. 

There are now more than 82,000,- 
000 cattle on farms and ranches of 
the United States. 

Illinois Selective Service Head 
Reviews Draft Status of Farmers 
•  

Caraihage Boy Says REA Needed To 
Raise Living Conditions On Farm 
STUART CARLISLE TALKS 
AT WESTERN, MENARD 

ANNUAL MEETINGS 

Stuart Carlisle of Carthage, shown 
below with his father, George E. Car¬ 
lisle, member of the Western Illinois 
Electric cooperative board, reviewed 
the history of the rural electrifica¬ 
tion movement and told of the .ad¬ 
vantages brought to the farm by REA 
service in talks given at annual meet¬ 
ing of Menard and Western cooper¬ 
atives. 

Stuart, whose talk follows, is a 
member of the Future Farmers of 
America organization and his impres¬ 
sions are those of a farm youth who 
is looking forward to the day when 
further expansion of rural electrifi¬ 
cation can be undertaken. 

Speaking on the subject. We Must 
Have Vision, the Carthage boy said: 

"We as the Future Farmers of 
America face the challenge of many 
so-called postwar problems of agri¬ 
culture. One of the major problems 
confronting us will be that of estab¬ 
lishing and expanding a higher stand¬ 
ard of living on farms so that our 
present and future generations will 
find the American farm a more pleas¬ 
ant place on which to live. What 
more can lift our standards of living^ 
than further expansion of rural elec¬ 
trification? 

Past and Present 
When Benjamin Franklin was fly¬ 

ing his kite and discovered electricity 
in the sky in 1746, little did he think 
that today we would be using it for 
lights and various other purposes. 
Nor did he realize that today every 
farm in the country would have the 
opportunity to use it. Even over a 
century later when Thomas Edison 
built his Pearl Street plant in New 
York, could 2200 volts of electricity 
be carried more than 10 miles. 

Electrical companies could furnish 

pally owned electrical plants in the 
United States and in 1922, there was 
an increase of over 1000. This huge 
increase wTas caused by the com¬ 
panies not wanting to wire in a small 
town where there wasn’t any large 
industry. After 1922 these municipal¬ 
ly owned plants have gradually de¬ 
creased, many of them having sold to 
the utility companies. 

Power for Farms 
In this same year another organ¬ 

ization developed. It was the "Com¬ 
mittee on the Relation of Electricity 
to Agriculture.” This was commonly 
known as the "CREA.” Representa¬ 
tives on this committee were people 
from farm organizations and other 
industries that needed electricity and 
wanted it. This organization was of 
very great importance in starting 
electrical companies into rural dis¬ 
tricts. 

It seems as if the main trouble 
with starting electricity in the coun¬ 
try was the utility. The farmer, as 
user of power, was trying to force 
the utility, a seller of power, to sell 
him the product it had for sale. The 
conservative managers said that 
farmers wanted electricity for lights 
only, that he went to bed early, and 
would use only 25 or 30 kilowatts a 
month. Therefore it was not a paying 
proposition. 

Another controlling factor was the 
amount the farmer had to pay to 
build his own line. It cost from 
$2000 to $3000 a mile for the farmer 
and then he had to turn the title 
over to the companies. After doing 
all of this, he had to pay from 8 to 
25 cents a kilowatt hour. 

While the men directing the elec¬ 
trical companies said they would like 
to see a light in every home, they 
would turn right around and say 
"will it pay us?” and not “will it 
promote the general welfare?" 

Finally, in 1934, the American 

AND SON—Stuart Carlisle is shown above with his father, 
the directors of Western Illinois Electric cooperative of Car¬ 

thage. Stuart, a member of the Future Farmers of America organization, 
received the statistical information for his talks at Carthage and Petersburg 
from the cooperative office and his practical knowledge of farming from 
helping his dad on the Carlisle farm near Carthage. 

electricity much easier in the cities 
where it would not have to be car¬ 
ried very far and to take electricity 
into rural districts was out of the 
question. However, by 1915 science 
had stepped up the volt distribution 
until 4,000 and 6,000 volts could be 
carried from 80 to 100 miles for 
lighting only. The highest voltage 
yet attained in the United States is 
that used in Los Angeles. The cur¬ 
rent is produced in Boulder Dam and 
carried 270 miles at 287,000 volts. 
This shows what can be done in so 
short a time. 

The utility organizations would 
not wire for farmers because their 
needs were too small. They would 
rather wire for rural stone quarries, 
creameries, etc,, where more electric¬ 
ity would be used and it would be 
more profitable for the companies. 

In 1912 there were 1,560 munici¬ 

Farm Bureau and the National 
Grange pulled away from the CREA 
because they were not getting re¬ 
sults. They went to the national gov¬ 
ernment for help; each of these or¬ 
ganizations passing resolutions to 
aid in the construction of rural elec¬ 
trification. 

On January 4, 1935 President 
Roosevelt appealed to Congress to 
help start rural electrification as an 
emergency relief project and on 
April 8 Congress appropriated $100,- 
000,000 for this purpose. On May 
11 of the same year President Roose- 

-velt made an executive order creating 
the REA. The president was work¬ 
ing from experience. He stated that 
while he was staying in a cottage at 
Warm Springs the monthly electric 
bill was 18 cents a kilowatt hour, 
just four times the amount charged 

(Turn to Page Ten) 
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Adams- - 

[From Page Six) 
Please read the directions for marking 
the card and give us your co-opera¬ 
tion in this matter. Take the card 
to the meter when you read and 
mark it. If you try to remember the 
reading until you have a chance to 
mark your card you may put the 
numbers down wrong. If we receive 
an incorrect reading and there is not 
enough time to send you another 
card, it is necessary that we estimate 
your bill. 

* * * 

Please Pay the Exact Amount of 
Your Bill 

Some members have fallen into the 
habit of paying any amount when re¬ 
mitting their electric service bills. 
Many have been failing to include the 
amount of the tax. It is either neces¬ 
sary that we return your check or 
carry this balance until the following 
month. If every one of our 1674 
members paid a few cents more than 
the exact amount (to avoid buying a 
money order) or sent a cream check 
that was too much or too small to 
cover the bill, we are. sure you can 
understand the volume of work neces¬ 
sary to keep track of these odd 
amounts. Remember, it’s the small 
stub of the bill which is the correct 
one to return to us when remitting by 
mail. If you come to the office, please 
bring the entire bill. 

* * * 

ANNUAL MEETING 
HIGHLIGHTS 

Attention “Old Bachelor" 
One of the essays which was en¬ 

tered in the contest at the annual 
meeting was signed “An Old Bache¬ 
lor with Modern Ideas’’. This author 
instructed the Co-Operative that in 
case his essay won a prize he would 
inform the Co-Operative of just who 
the “Old Bachelor” was and they 
would then use the prize money to 
give to the Red Cross. 

If this “Old Bachelor” will kindly 
let us know whether he wishes the 
light bulbs or wishes to have the 
bulbs converted into cash, we will be 
very glad to comply with his wishes 
upon receipt of his instructions. 

Mr. Alton Grove was one of those 
submitting essays in connection with 
the annual meeting, and therefore a 
carton of light bulbs were awarded 
him for his fine composition. His 
acknowledgement is appreciated by 
his Co-Op. We might add here that 
Mr. Grove Is fortunate in receiving 
service built to him under Order 
U-l-c—a War Production Board 
ruling. Mr. Grove says, “I received 
the carton of light bulbs OK. They 
sure will come in handy. Thanks a 
million for them.” /S/ Alton Grove. 

Another recent member of this REA 
organization is Mrs. Daniel Gallaher 
who appreciated the many uses to 
which electricity may be put to the 
extent that she also submitted an 
essay. The Gallahers, connected last 
Oct., also saw the high line construct¬ 
ed to serve their farm in compliance 
with the regulations as set down by 
WPB. Mrs. Gallaher writes, in 
thanking the Co-Op, the following: 
“Received the light bulbs in perfect 
condition. Thanks a lot for them”. 
/S/ Mrs. Daniel Gallaher. 

Satisfaction 
The response to our annual meet¬ 

ing was very gratifying. If you have 
never had the opportunity of making 
arrangements for such a meeting I be¬ 
lieve you would be amazed at the 
amount of preparation required. The 
response which you gave to this 
year’s meeting was certainly appre¬ 
ciated by the employees, the Board 
of Directors, and the management. 

Certainly all who read the follow¬ 
ing letter from Mr. Chas. H. Teal felt 
a strong sense of satisfaction within 
them which would over-rule all the 
amount of time and expense involved 
in making the 1945 annual meeting 
of the Adams Electrical Co-Opera¬ 
tive the success that it was “Just a 
word of thanks and appreciation in 
the splendid way you have conducted 
our Co-Op. Personally I feel like 
patrons should be as eager to give 
flowers as thorns. I enjoyed the 
meeting last week which was very 
ioierestina '1 educational. 

Thanks again for your fine work.” 
/S/ Chas, H. Teel. 

Visitors 
We were certainly happy to see 

the large group of managers who 
were present from visiting co-opera¬ 
tives. This group included the fol¬ 
lowing: 

Manager S. R. Paris, Illinois Rural 
Elec. Co-Op., Winchester, 111. 

Manager Ben Snively, Rural Elec¬ 
tric Convenience Co-Op., Divemon, 
111. 

Manager John Waggoner, Coles- 
Moultrie Elec. Co-Op., Mattoon, 111. 

Supt. Ray Grigsby, McDonough 
Power Co-Op., Macomb, 111. 

Supt. Les Marvel, Western Illinois 
Elec. Co-Op., Carthage, 111. 

Electrification Adviser Fred E. 
Darr, Menard Elec. Co-Op., Peters¬ 
burg, 111. 

EACH CO - OPERATIVE IS 
FACED WITH PRACTICALLY 
THE SAME PROBLEMS. EACH 
CO-OPERTIVE IS ABLE TO DO 
A BETTER JOB AFTER VISITING 
NEIGHBORING CO-OPS AND 
EXCHANGING EXPERIENCES 
AND IDEAS. WE SINCERELY 
HOPE THAT THIS VISITING 
ONE WTH ANOTHER AND THE 
EXCHANGE OF IDEAS WILL 
CONTINUE TO GROW. 

They Say- 
Excerpts from a letter written by 

Mr. Wm. Heiland, Jr., follow: “We 
would also like to tell you of the 
nice service that REA gives, and 
that we have enjoyed it in our home 
in the last three years”. The Hei- 
lands requested the discontinuance of 
electric service to their home inas¬ 
much as they were moving to a new 
location unserved with AEC juice, 
and we sincerely appreciate the recog¬ 
nition Mr. Heiland has given this 
great labor saver on the American 
farm. 

Mr. J. O. McNeff on an inclosure 
with his March l electric service bill 
made the following notation: “Thanks 
for the after-night services rendered’. 
And thank you, Member McNeff, in 
your evaluating the services of your 
Co-Op’s "trouble-shooters”. 

A notable remark made by Mr. 
Chester Waner to Supt. Searls re¬ 
cently concerned the praise he gave 
for the many benefits derived from 
the varied use of electricity. Mr. 
Waner spoke keenly in favor of one 
use in particular which he is making 
and which should be made by every 
farmer of this great labor-saving de¬ 
vice, and that is the harnessing of 
this power into pumping many many 
gallons of water for livestock. 

* * * 

Cards were passed out at the an¬ 
nual meeting upon which members 
were asked to write questions con¬ 
cerning the operation of the Co-Op¬ 
erative. These questions could not 
be answered because of insufficient 
time so the questions and answers are 
being printed in this column for the 
benefit of all the membership: 

Q. I. Is it now possible to have 
electricity built 75 rods to a school- 
house? 

A. 1. WPB rules will not permit 
schools to be connected to the line 
if they are beyond a 1000 feet. There¬ 
fore, this particular school could not 
be connected to service at the pres¬ 
ent time. 

Q. 2. How does the cost of elec¬ 
trical power compare with ones who 
have a diesel-power unit? 

A. 2. Electrical current generated 
by means of diesel power is consid¬ 
erably higher than that furnished by 
electrical co-operatives unless the 
diesel unit generates in capacities ex¬ 
ceeding 100 KW. 

Q. 3. Would it be possible to 
have poles nearer the fence? 

A. 3. In cases where poles could 
be moved without interfering with the 
serviceability of Nthe line and the 
cost borne by the landowner it is 
possible to move poles. At the pres¬ 
ent time, however, labor is not avail¬ 
able for this type of work. 

Q. 4. What per cent rate is used 
in estimating tax on bills? 

A. 4. Three per cent is used in 
estimating the tax on electric service 
bills. This rate is established by the 
State of Illinois and should not be 
confused with the two per cent sales 

tax. 
Q. 5. Why not have our own ! 

co-op. service our electrical equip- j 
ment? Wouldn’t the service be bet¬ 
ter? (Each should pay his share of 
course) 
' A. 5. This question has been dis¬ 
cussed at various times by your 
Board of Directors. REA has been 
makftig a very comprehensive study 
of co-operatives merchandising and 
servicing-electrical equipment. It is 
believed that a report will be made 
by the Rural Electrification Adminis¬ 
tration in the very near future. At 
the present time, however, we are 
not able to service equipment because 
of a lack of experienced personnel and 
transportation equipment. There is a 
possibility of the Co-Operative set¬ 
ting up a service department if ade¬ 
quate service cannot be obtained from 
other dealers. 

New Appliances 

Andrew Bartell—Electric Motor 
and Emery Wheel. 

Arnold Clayton—Pump Jack and 
Motor. 

John F. Bruns—Water System. 
John R. Covert—Wiring in new 

Cattle Barn. 
Lester Dempsey—Centrifugal pump 
Harry Hanke—Motor for washing 

machine and Motor for pump. 
Rickus Hippen — Furnace with 

Blower. 
C. V. Houston—Electric Brooder. 
Eugene Nelson—Electric Brooder 

and Lights in Chicken House. 
Sam Howell—Soldering Iron. 
Clifford Ingles—Welder. 
G. E. Janssen—Sewing Machine. 
Claude Kerley—Electric Motor. 
Lowell Knox—Pressure Water 

Pump. 
Wilson Marlow—Chicken fountain 

heater and Chicken house lights. 
Herbert Orr—12 Pig Brooders. 
Lewis Peters—Hen House Lights. 
George Post—Iron. 
Chas. Shrader—Water Pump and 

Air Compressor. 
L. C. Vanzandt—Motors for sheller 

and Emery Grinder. 
Ed. Vermillion—Radio. 
Camden Garage—Electric Hard 

Seat Grinder and Honing Machine. 
Perry Morrell—Proprietor 

Carthage Boy- - 
(From Page Nine) 

in Hyde Park, New York. Since that 
time he had made a long study of 
promoting farm electrification. 

On May 20, 1936, George W. 
Norris of Nebraska, Introduced a bill 
in senate extending the life of the 
REA ten years. It was introduced 
in the House of Representatives by 
Sam Rayburn. This act became 
known as the Norris-Rayburn Act. 

REA Organized 
The first administrator of the REA 

was Morris L. Cooke, consulting en¬ 
gineer appointed in May 1935. A 
great task fell on him and it was up 
to him whether the REA was going 
to be a success or failure. It was his 
duty to promote general welfare, the 
best he could, at the least necessary 
cost. 

The utility men were invited to 
participate in constructing electricity 
through rural districts. After holding 
up for six months, they went against 
the REA and fought it. 

During the development of REA 
the average farmer would not or 
could not afford to buy high priced 
equipment. Also the REA was not 
able to blanket the country with 
electric lines at such high costs as 
had been previously used. The util¬ 
ities were accustomed to use large 
poles, three wires, etc., that made the 
cost of building $2000 to $3000 a 
mile. The REA engineers used smal¬ 
ler treated poles, less wires, etc., 
which brough the cost down to $1200 
to $1800 a mile. They also lowered 
the cost of transformers and meters. 

Instead of farmers only' using 25 
to 30 kilowatts per month some now 
use over 1000 kilowatts. Not only 
lights, but stoves, refrigerators, milk¬ 
ers, water systems, and motors for 
every purpose can be found on a 
high percentage of farms in America. 

Although America has made great 
progress in rural electrification for 

Boys-Girls Urged To Make Plans 
For 1945 Rural Electric Contest 

SCHOLARSHIPS AWAIT 
SIX WINNERS? OFFER 

TRIP TO 4-H MEET 

This is another year—and it brings 
to all 4-H club boys and girls another 
chance to compete in a new rural 
electrification contest sponsored by 
the Westinghouse Educational Foun¬ 
dation of Pittsburgh, Pa. 

The contest this year is designed 
to bring out better farm and home 
methods through the use of electric¬ 
ity. Its objectives are: To develop a 
questioning attitude toward methods 
and equipment used on farms and in 
the homes, and to determine and de¬ 
velop practical improvements for 
more profitable and more enjoyable 
farm life; to acquire a working 
knowledge and skill in the most ef¬ 
fective and profitable utilization of 
electricity on the farm and in the 
home; 

To develop plans for utilizing 
electricity and electrical equipment 
most efficiently in the improvement 
of the farm, the home and the com¬ 
munity; to pass this knowledge on to 
others for improving farm and home 
methods and raising standards of liv¬ 
ing in the community. 

Major Project 
Rural electrification is a major 

project in Illinois 4-H work, differ¬ 
ing from its status in other states 
where electricity may count in final* 
standings if used in a supplementary 
way along with some other project. 

In order to familiarize themselves 
with rules of the contest, boys and 
girls are asked to confer with their 
farm advisers. Additional material on 
the contest may be obtained from the 
Westinghouse company. 

AH bona fide 4-H club members, 
working under supervision of the ex¬ 
tension service are eligible to com¬ 
pete, provided they have passed their 
14th birthday, but have not yet 
reached their 21st birthday, by Jan. 
1, 1945. 

County winners will receive gold- 
plated sterling silver medals of 
honor; state winners will be given an 

aU-expense trip to the 24th National 
4-H club congress in Chicago on Dee, 
2 to 6, 1945. 

College scholarships of $200 each 
wiU be presented to the six outstand- ^ 
ing 4-H contestants, preferablf 
THREE BOYS AND THREE 
GIRLS. 

4-H Month 
Rural farm activities were given 

a boost this month, with the celebra* 
tion of 4-H club week, March 3 to 
11. The purpose of the observance 
was to give public recognition to 4-H 
work, to help 4-H club members 
check on their 4-H work to date, to£ 
add new incentives, and to encoure 
age more rural young people to ens 
roll in the movement. 

In connection with 4-H activties, 
REA officials urge that managers of 
cooperatives consult with farm ad* 
visers and 4-H club leaders in ani 
effort to coordinate plans for help* 
ing boys and girls who are interested 
in rural electrification. 

Pointing out the importance of en«w 
couraging 4-H boys and girls U| 
learning more about the rural eleee 
trification program, with particular 
reference to the help electricity cad 
give in making farm work easier* 
Arthur W. Gerth, chief of applica* 
tions and loans division, addressed 
the following message to cooperativ# 
managers: 

“We know that you are both veryt 

busy and short of personnel, but that* 
you manage, despite this, to do thf 
things which serve the welfare of 
your organization. We feel that thl| 
(4-H) activity is one such thing* 
Discuss suggested 4-H club coopera* 
tive plans with the farm advisers ill 
charge of boys’ and girls’ club work, 
and with them develop a Joint plai| 
for promoting the 4-H club rural 
electrification work this year.” ^ 

It might be interesting to note that ^ 
in Illinois, rural electrification proj* 
ects are listed as acceptable for agrl* 
cultural club members only. County 
reports in Illinois are due at the stat# 
office on October 1 for girls and Oc* 
tober 15 for boys. 

about 10 years, they are still far be¬ 
hind other countries in wiring for 
rural districts. Germany, France, 
England and many others are far 
ahead of us. Japan has over 90 per 
cent of her homes electrified, and 
America has less than one-half of her 
territory covered. Are we, as cit¬ 
izens of America, going to let other 
countries excel us in rural electrifi¬ 
cation? 

Hope for Future 
While we have made great prog¬ 

ress in the development of electricity 
on the farms, we have only started. 
Engineers are continually improving 
inventions and making more. Manu¬ 
facturers are eager to produce and 
sell new electric appliances to every 
farm home. 

With approximately one-half the 
farm homes in America served, there 
is nothing more important, to the 
farmers, than further expansion of 
rural electrification in the postwar 
program, to lift our standard of liv¬ 
ing. 

Before closing let me give some 
credit to the people who have pushed 
rural electrification. Where would 
we be if it had not been for Frank¬ 
lin, Edison, Roosevelt, Norris, Ray¬ 
burn, and many others including the 
farmers, who have participated in 
letting lines be built on their proper¬ 
ty. They had the vision. 

I am speaking from the standpoint 
of an FFA and 4-H member. The 
men I have mentioned and many oth¬ 
ers have done a wonderful job of 
starting and carrying out rural elec¬ 
trification. It is for us, the younger 
generation on the farms, to appre¬ 
ciate rural electrification, to develop 
it further in the future, and carry on 
for the future. 

February cattle receipts at Chi¬ 
cago were largest for any correspond¬ 
ing month in 18 years. 

Wayne-White 
(From Page Seven) 

are taking over and liberating in thif 
war. In any event the poultry situ* 
ation is critical at this time and will 
become more so as the season ad* 
vances. 

Your cooperative office still has 
a limited supply of chick brooderf 
available and some wiring material 
which may be purchased in accord* 
ance with the new WPB orders effec« 
tive as of February 15, 1945 and 
those members requiring wiring ma* 
terials to wire their brooder houses, 
etc., should make application to theit 
AAA committeemen for sufficient 
wire to connect the new brooder and 
put same in operation. 

We received the following letter 
from Mr. Frank Hazel, Illinois and 
his name was put on our prospective 
list for a phone. 

“Enclosed find $2.45 light bill. If 
you get the telephone system through 
put me down as No. 1. I sure want 
a phone.” 

Frank Hazel. 
* * * 

Following is a list of the members 
who purchased new appliances this 
month. 

Electric motors: Carl Wise, Barn¬ 
hill; Lloyd Hall, Wayne City; Vir* 
gil Endsley, Golden Gate; Elza Mat¬ 
tox, Fairfield; Frank Clark, Wayne 
City; Wilson Hedrick, Mt. Erief 
Vern Rawls, Wayne City; Clark 
Durrell, Norris City; O. W. Phil¬ 
lips, Norris City; Joe Fulkerson, 
Norris City; Harvey Carter, Mill 
Shoals; William White, Fairfield; C. 
G Ulm, Cisne; O. G. Desch, Sims; ^ 
George Isaacs, McLeansboro; Floyd 
Shell, McLeansboro. 

Electric brooders: Marshall Smith, 
j Geff; W. A. Young, Mill Shoals. 
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Do You Wonder Why There Are Such 
Men as Wiring Inspectors? The Answer 
He Spots Poor 

Jobs, Protects 
Your Property 

^ Please don’t be annoyed with the 
wiring inspector for your REA co¬ 
operative if he discovers that your 
switch entrance box is an inaccessible 
place in your residence; if weather¬ 
proof rather than rubber-covered 
Wire is used in the conduit on your 
yard light pole; if the neutral wires 
are not connected at the house, or 
numerous other oversights have been 
tnade by the well-meaning wireman 

^pvho wired your premises in antici¬ 
pation of your getting REA service. 

The wiring inspector isn’t just try¬ 
ing to make trouble for you, your 
wireman or your cooperative—he’s 
being helpful. His job is to see that 
your wiring job meets specifications 
of the National Electrical Code, and 
is protecting you against the dangers 
which faulty wiring can cause. 

The National Electrical Code is 
^pie basis upon which the inspector 

makes his report concerning your 
Wiring Job. Both the REA and the 
code require safe wiring procedures 
fcnd separate appliance and light cir¬ 
cuits, REA specifications, however, 
permit fewer outlet receptacles than 
are stipulated in the code. 

Wiring inspectors protect members 
against poor quality wiring, ineffi¬ 
cient workmanship and fire hazards. 

£The day of the hard-boiled inspector 
is gone, and present REA cooperative 
representatives should be regarded as 
doing their utmost for the best inter¬ 
ests of members by enforcing the elec¬ 
trical code. It is well to remember, 
that the code book specifies that reg- 
tilations contained therein are for use 
only by ‘‘competent people.” You 
may be sure, therefore, that when 
your wiring job has been rejected or 

4^minor corrections made, that these 
decisions have been reached by indi¬ 
viduals who are competent to pass 
Judgment on your wiring jobs. 

New Appreciation 
An Inspection tour arranged by 

Superintendent T. H. Hafer of Corn 
Belt Electric cooperative and the co¬ 
op’s wiring inspector, E. D. Ayles- 
worth, provided the writer with a 

^Jiew appreciation of the duties of a 
^wiring inspector. 

Pencil and notebook in hand, Mr. 
Aylesworth noted and jotted down a 
Variety of infractions of the National 
Electric Code. Trained to detect 
faulty wiring, the Corn Belt inspector 
discovered the lack of a sill plate at 
One stop, found a driven ground too 
fclose to the meter pole at another 
place, inaccessible light switch boxes 

—here and fixtures not set flush with 
^Walls there. 

Could Happen 
Upon discovering the lack of a sill 

plate where the entrance cable goes 
Into the house, Mr. Aylesworth hesi¬ 
tated long enough to explain that 
the hole left in the residence by the 
Uncompleted job has been known to 
impress bees as an excellent place in 
which to swarm. “It will probably 

^hever happen to you,” he explained 
to the incredulous reporter, ‘‘but I 
know an authentic case where a 
Woman died of a sting by a bee which 
entered her home that way.” 

Courteous treatment was accorded 
each farm resident visited; no curt 
Orders came from the Corn Belt in- 
fpector; only helpful suggestions, 
Coupled with reasons why certain 
Wiring Jobs would have to be im- 

^iroved upon for the safety of the 
Owner or tenant, as well as to save 
the occupant money which might be 
Caused by un-used electricity escaping 
through the meter. To the average 

POWER PUMP IS 
LIFE SAVER IH 

CieCHiS FIRE 
Electricity Com^s To 

Aid of Jo-Carroll 
Co-op Member 

farm family, Mr. Aylesworth’s inspec¬ 
tion tour was an education, just as 
similar inspections are educations in 
good wiring to all interested REA 
cooperative members throughout the 
nation. 

The $2.50 charge made by Corn 
Belt Electric cooperative for the first 
inspection is well worth the price— 
for it would be small enough if It 
saved a house, barn or garage from 
fire. 

Re-inspection costs $1, and this 
amount is doubled each time the in¬ 
spector calls back to re-check on 
faulty wiring jobs. All premises are 
subject to re-inspection. Farm resi¬ 
dents are urged, for their own bene¬ 
fit, to have additional wiring inspect¬ 
ed to see that it is as safe as the orig¬ 
inal approved job. 

The National Electric Code, it 
should be noted, has been approved 
by fire insurance companies, firms 
manufacturing electric appliances and 
merchandise, architects and contract¬ 
ors. It constitutes a minimum stand¬ 
ard for safe protection in wiring. 

Therefore, to all new members and 
those who have added wiring exten¬ 
sions to their premises. Inspectors say: 
“Welcome us, because we are work¬ 
ing for you, to make your houses, 
barns and other buildings safe, and 
to save you money. 

“When you are certain that your 
premises are to be connected to an 
REA line, see your co-op office so 
that the manager or inspector may 
know and approve of the man you 
have chosen to wire your place, dis¬ 
cuss and plan your wiring job be¬ 
forehand, be sure you have adequate 
size wire, sufficient outlets, separate 
circuits for appliances and lights, and 
decide with your wireman and your 
co-op’s staking crew leader whether 
you want or need a meter pole in 
your yard. Your future safety and 
economy depends on the plans you 
make before REA service is yours; 
plan with care, and seek adequate 
protection by seeking adequate in¬ 
spection through your own cooper¬ 
ative." 

Some folks may have to think a 
moment or two before they can re¬ 
call their special reasons for being 
grateful for service brought to them 
by an REA project—but not Mrs. 
Merrill Parker, who resides three 
miles northwest of Hanover. 

An electric pump, located in the 
yard, adjacent to the feed and fuel 
shed on her farm home, served by 
Jo-Carroll Electric Cooperative, Inc., 
of Elizabeth, is all that is needed to 
bring back to Mrs. Parker very vivid 
memories of the value of electricity. 

For, if it had not been for elec¬ 
tricity and the power-operated pump, 
the shed, with its barrel of inflammable 
kerosene and its stored seed and tools 
would have gone up in flames. Fire 
also undoubtedly would have spread 
to the nearby residence, Mrs. Parker 
said. 

Home alone one day last fall, Mrs. 
Parker thought it a good idea to rake 
up the leaves around the place and 
burn them in the barnyard, which 
seemed a safe distance from the shed 
and house. 

However, she had not counted on 
the high wind which was blowing at 
the time and which carried some of 
the burning leaves toward the shed. 
In a few seconds, the side of the shed 
w’as on fire and flames rose with re¬ 
markable speed toward the low roof. 

Putting in an emergency call for 
her husband, Mrs. Parker wasted no 
time in turning on the electric pump 
and going to work with buckets of 
power-pumped water. Her “one-wom¬ 
an fire department act” worked too, 
because she had the blaze out when 
Mr. Parker reached home. Only the 
corner of the shed was blackened by 
the flames, but Mrs. Parker’s heroic 
efforts succeeded in quenching the 
fire before it could eat its way 
through the boards. 

Peanuts Rich 

Peanuts have long been valued as 

feed for livestock and food for hu¬ 

man consumption. Peanuts contain 
about 27 per cent protein of good 
quality, nearly 50 per cent fat and 
17 to 25 per cent carbohydrate. They 
also contain important minerals, 
phosphorus, calcium and iron, and 
are a good source of vitamin B. They 
may be used in a variety of ways. 

NEWS AND VIEWS with E. D. 
Aylesworth—might be the title o[ 
the above group of pictures, for they 
depict the Corn Belt co-op wiring in¬ 
spector making one of his inspection 
trips. In the upper left, a farm couple 
look for themselves to see that the 
light connection behind the fixture 
is not set flush with the plaster, there¬ 
by creating a fire hazard—if a short 
should develop, fire could easily go 
upward between the walls, undetected 
by residents of the house. In the up¬ 
per right picture, Mr. Aylesworth dis¬ 

covers, by the light of a flash¬ 
light and kerosene lamp, that the 
switch box has been located in an in¬ 
accessible place; dangerous and hard 
to reach in case of trouble. The lower 
left picture is a view of an ideally 
located switch box. In the lower right 
picture, the Corn Belt inspector dis¬ 
covers that a tiny light glows in his 
polarizing testing device, indicating 
that the light socket has not been po¬ 
larized and that individuals could get 
a shock by touching the metal part 
of the socket. 

WITHOUT THE ASSISTANCE OF AN ELECTRIC PUMP—and 
speedy work and quick thinking on Mrs. Merrill Parker’s part, the comfort¬ 
able at home” scene on the RIGHT might not have been possible. Mrt. 
Packer is shown at the LEFT beside the pump which provided with enough 
water QUICKLY to enable her to extinguish what might have been a dls- 
asterous fire. At the RIGHT, Mrs. Parker and her daughter, Rachel, enjoy 
a radio program, while Skippy, the Parker’s 7-year-old Persian cat, listent 
in from a ring-side seat on Mrs. Parker s lap. 

A record high price of $300 was 
bid at Cooksville for a 50-foot corn 
elevator and dump which has been 
in use 17 years. Comparable new 
equipment sells at $325. 

To conserve rubber, farmers can 
convert only the larger steel-driv* 
wheels of their tractors to rubber 
tires, and not the small front steering 
wheels. 
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A Good Start In Life 
Electric Starting Beds Produce 
Healthy Plants in 20 to 30% Less Time 

Did you know that better vege¬ 
tables are produced—that seeds ger¬ 
minate, plants grow, and cuttings 
root in 20 to 30 per cent less time 
In electrically heated beds? And it 
takes only 88 kilowatt-hours to pro¬ 
vide the heat that a cubic yard of 
manure supplied in the old-type bed. 
For a 6 foot by 6 foot bed the cost 
Is only 3 to 15 cents per day. 

Small wonder that more and more 
families are turning to electrically 
heated hotbeds in order to insure 
higher production and better quality 
—not to mention more profit. Ac¬ 
curately controlled electric heat main¬ 
tains constant temperature for the 
•oil and surrounding air which re¬ 
sults in fast growing and unifrom 
plants. 

Basically, the starting bed is noth¬ 
ing more or less than a glass-topped 
box containing earthfilled trays and 
heated by light bulbs or an electric 
heating element. You’ll probably 
find enough used lumber on your 
farm to build one or more standard 
•ize 3 foot by 6 foot beds. 

Where light bulbs are used as a 
heat source, eight 25-watt lamps are 
generally enough for the average size 
bed. The bulbs should be mounted 
on a removable wooden strip, running 
the full length of the bed. Attach¬ 
ment of a thermostat makes opera¬ 
tion of the bed automatic, assuring 
constant temperature regardless of the 
•eason. 

Lead-covered heating cable or rub- 
bered-covered wire, if available, is 
also desirable as a heat source. Ma¬ 
terials to build the beds are inexpen- 
iive. Operating costs are low. 

The lead type soil-heating cable 
providing 200 watts per-sash of 3 foot 

by 6 foot has been found ample for 
Northern winters. Rubber sheathed 
cable is popular too and is less ex¬ 
pensive than the lead-covered cable. 
A 200-watt unit of this cable (60 feet 
on 115 volts) is just enough for one 
sash. 

For ordinary use, run the cable 
along the outside frame 2 or 3 inches 
within the walls—otherwise, space 
the cable in the bed in squares of 6 
or 7 inches. The cable is commonly 
placed on top of several inches of 
sand to assure good drainage. Some¬ 
times gravel is spread beneath the 
sand to provide still better drainage. 
When the cable is in place, add an¬ 
other inch of sand then a half-inch 
mesh hardware cloth to protect the 
cable against injury from tools and 
equipment. Finally, place 4 to 6 in¬ 
ches of top soil on the cloth. This 
type of bed can be used for almost 
any type of plant or cutting. 

Many growers do not bury the 
cable. Instead they place it on the 
surface, pressing it down flush with 
the soil level. Others lay the cable 
on small moldings or wooden strips 
spaced across the bed. This method 
has been found effective In controll¬ 
ing blue mold—a fungi growth which 
results from too much moisture in the 
top soil. Another advantage of the 
surface-location is lower energy con¬ 
sumption. When laid below the sur¬ 
face, more heat is conducted down 
where it does no good. 

The thermostat bulb is installed in 
various ways but a satisfactory 
method is to place one-third of the 
bulb in the air, leaving the rest in the 
soil. This position makes it more 
effective in saving electricity when 

the sun is shining. 
Construction Tips 

Make the bed reasonably tight so 
there will not be too great a loss of 
warm air. Building the beds back of 
a windbreak and banking the beds 
with earth or straw also prevent loss 
of heat. Beds catch the most direct 
sunlight when they slope to the south. 
Often the height of the hotbed is 12 
and 18 inches, which gives the sash 
a 6-inch slope permitting more direct 
sunlight to enter the bed. 

If the weather is very cold, a dou¬ 
ble sash is recommended. The dead 
airspace serves as a wonderful non¬ 
conductor of heat. If a double sash 
isn't available, use mats or other cov¬ 
erings—at least during cold nights. 

Glass sash is the best. Rating sec¬ 
ond is wire screen treated with a 
transparent compound. Plain un¬ 
treated muslin cloth and paraffin 
cloth are seldom recommended be¬ 
cause they reduce the amount of light 
reaching the plants. And this in¬ 
creases electricity-consumption. 

Hotbeds in Use 
Ventilation and water are impor¬ 

tant to the livelihood of those tiny 
filants. During the heat of the day. 
lift the lower end of the sash. Later 
in the season, it may be slipped out 
of place entirely during the heat of 
the day. 

Electrically-heated hot beds re¬ 
quire more water than manure-heated 
ones. The beds should be watered 
each day. Five quarts per sash is the 
common requirement. As a safety 
precaution^ turn off the power before 
watering. A ditch around the out¬ 
side of the bed will carry away ex¬ 
cess water from rain or snow which 
may accumulate in the bed, saturat¬ 
ing the soil and stealing electric heat. 

After the seed bed is prepared, the 
soil should be preheated to 60 de¬ 
grees. Many truck gardeners have 
found it profitable to pasteurize their 
starting beds. By making the soil 
free of toxic bacteria and weed seed, 
they use the same soil again and 
again. Soil may be pasteurized in an 
insulated wooden box. Loose soil is 
placed in soil flats and heat is sup¬ 
plied by strip heaters, controlled by 
a thermostat. Good results have been 
reported where the soil has been 
heated to about 160 degrees F. and 
held at this temperature for an hour. 

When the seeds have germinated, 
the mean soil temperature should be 
lowered progressively by 5 degree in¬ 
tervals for the next three weeks. By 

Two Sash Electric Hotbed 

MOHC* 

Power Brings Pleasure arid Needed 
Help To Members of Shelby Co-op 

These before and after' pictures 
above show some of the conveniences 
and pleasures which service from 
Shelbyville brought to Mr. and Mrs. 
Shelby Electric Cooperative of 
John Furr between the period when 
the top scene was taken Aug. 29, 
1938, and early this month, when the 
last photo was made. 

The top picture shows the interest 
aroused at the farm, located three 
miles northwest of Shelbyville, when 
the first pole was set on the project. 

Time was when the vacuum clean¬ 
er, which Mrs. Furr is shown using, 
was just another household appliance 
which more fortunate dty residents 
could use, but which was “out of 
this world’’ for unelectrified farm 
homes. The electrically operated ra¬ 
dio—a far cry from the former bat¬ 
tery set—was also one of those “city 
appliances” prior to the coming of the 
REA line, says Mr. Furr, as he lights 
his pipe and prepares to listen to a 
favorite program. 

In addition to numerous household 
appliances, Mr. Furr has a milking 
machine, which saves him consider¬ 
able time, and pumps water by elec¬ 
tricity for his stock—also a big time- 
saver. With the after-school and va¬ 
cation help of their 15-year-old son, 
Clark, and daughter, Marieta, Mr. 
and Mrs. Furr farm 330 acres. Both 
Clark, a freshman at Shelbyville high 
school, and Marieta, a student in the 
seventh grade, are 4-H club members, 
being primarily interested in beef 
cattle. 

The couple’* eldest son, Pvt. 
George Furr, Is in an army engineer 
combat unit in Italy. A former em¬ 
ploye of the co-op, George is now 

this time, the plants are sturdy 
enough to withstand near freezing 
temperatures for a short period. 
Plants should be hardened or tough¬ 
ened before being set In the field. 

Air temperatures in the beds dur¬ 
ing the day rwe usually 10 to 20 de¬ 
grees F. higher than at night. Tem¬ 
peratures exceeding 90 are not fav¬ 
orable to the best growth of plants. 

taking care of generators and wiring 
work in his sector of the Italiaft 
front. 

Mr. and Mrs. Furr were the first 
to receive electric service from thf 
cooperative, after having farmed neat. 
Shelbyville for several years, doing' 
their dawn and after-dusk chores 
the uncertain glow of kerosen# 
lamps and lanterns. Like other farift 
families, they are thankful for ele& 
tricity and would now find it “very 
difficult and inconvenient getting 
along without it.” 

Craig Will Open Own 
Office in Washington < 

Robert C. Craig, former deputy 
administration of REA, has resigned 
his position as Latin American reprfs 
sentative of Copperweld Steel come 
pany, it ha* been learned. 

Craig, it is reported, will open hl| 
own office in Washington where hi 
will be known as a consultant Ofi 
foreign electrification markets. 

A slaughter house will be built 
soon to serve patrons of locker plant! 
at Bradford, Toulon and Wyoming, 
Illinois. 

Pvt. George Furr 



MARCH 20, 1945 ILLINOIS REA NEWS PAGE THIRTEEN 

NEWS FROM 
Corn Belt 

Bloomington, 111. 

T. H. HAFER, Supt. 

Corn Belt Electric Co-op Annual 
Meeting Well Attended 

^•The largest crowd that has ever 
attended a regular annual meeting 
since the start of the project was 
present at the meeting February 21 
at the Farm Bureau Bldg, in Bloom¬ 
ington. All seats were filled and many 
were standing around the outside 
of the room. It looks like a larger 
hall will be needed in the future. 

Harry Edmunds, director of the 
National Association, gave a very 

^pspiring address on the fundamentals 
of cooperative associations. More 
details of the meeting are reported in 
another part of this issue of the 
paper. 

* * ★ 

MEMBERS' QUESTIONS 
ANSWERED 

As usual all members were given 
the opportunity of writing a question 
on a card and having it answered dur- 

4^hg the meeting. Following are the 
questions of general interest: 

1. Question—At the rate we are 
paying how long will it take to pay 
the principal of the REA loan? 

Answer—We do not have it figured 
out exactly but as a rough estimate 
we would say about 15 to 18 years 
Instead of the 25 years which was 
originally set up in the note. 

^ 2. Question—If you are hooked up 
^with 110 volts and get an electric 

stove should and could you change 
to 220 volts? 

Answer—Practically all electric 
stoves require 220 volt service. It is 
possible at the present time to have 
your service changed to 220 volts 
on pretty short notice whenever you 
need it. Most farms, of course, are 
already supplied writh 220 volt ser- 

^nce. 
~ 3.Question—Would like some in¬ 

formation on electric heater to keep 
ice out of livestock tank. 

Answer—These heaters are avail¬ 
able at several stores which handle 
electric equipment. They are well 
made including an electric heater coil 
and a thermostat. Several members 
are already using them and report 
satisfactory and economical service. 

fit is very important in using an elec¬ 
tric tank heater that the tank be 
insulated around the sides and top 
to prevent the wasting of heat. 

4. Question—As we have just re¬ 
cently had our electricity connected 
Is there any way I can buy an elec¬ 
tric iron? 

Answer—The only way I know is 
to have your name on the list of 
enough dealers so that when irons 

^ome in you may have a chance. 
5. Question—How much current 

docs a cream separator use using it 
morning and night? 

Answer—This, of course, depends 
pn how long it is used. You can figure 
very roughly that a 1 h.p. motor 
pulling a 1 h.p. load one hour will 
use one kilowatt hour of current, 
therefore, if you have a quarter horse¬ 
power motor on the separator you 

^could reasonably^ expect to run it 
^ebout 4 hours and use one kilowatt 

hour of electricity. 
6. I would like to know what 

makes a light go on and off about 
Once a week. Would it be better to 
have 220 volts for a milking machine? 

Answer—I would have to have 
more information to understand why 
jH light would go off about once a 
week. Occasionally either the co-op 

^ine or the power company lines 
^vhich feed our substations go out 

0f service because of some mechani¬ 
cal injury. This may be due to tree 
limbs on the line, to broken insulators, 
;or some other fault. When this hap¬ 
pens the members in one neighbor¬ 
hood should check with each other 
and one of them should call the line¬ 
man or the co-op office. The proper 
telephone numbers to call are listed 

gAn this column from time to time for j 
'•'members convenience. 

Yes it Is better to have a milking | 
machine motor connected to 220 volts 

instead of 110. It will usually give 
you better service especially in the 
winter time when the oil in .the milker 
is cold. 
7. My father and I live on the 

same farm. If he quits farming does 
he Sifil retain his membership? 

Answer—The membership in the 
co-op is a personal membership. A 
farm cannot be a member of the 
co-op. The $5.00 fee is an initial 
fee for membership and like any other 
fee paid by a person it is hot re¬ 
fundable. Since the law under which 
this co-op is incorporated allows us 
to serve only members, therefore, it 
is essential that the person receiving 
the electric service must be a member 
of the co-op. You should pay the 
co-op $5.00 membership fee and be¬ 
come a member in your own right. 

8. Question—If a membership be¬ 
longs to the farmer and not the farm 
why does a farmer with two farms 
have two memberships? 

Answer—He does not have two 
memberships. One person can only 
have one membership but if he 
wants service at two places the $5.00 
fee is required for each place. This 
is what we call an extra service, con¬ 
nection on his membership. 

All these answers and answers to 
other questions may be found in the 
by-laws of the cooperative, a copy of 
which may be obtained at the office. 

* ♦ * 

QUIZ KID CONTEST WINNERS 
In the Quiz Kid contest five mem¬ 

bers were given an opportunity to 
act as quiz, kids and volunteer to 
answer questions regarding their co¬ 
op, Each one was given an award 
of a half dozen light blubs and the 
winner was given an extra prize of a 
long rubber extension cord and socket. 
Quiz Eds were as follows: John 
Scheets, the winner, Walter Brandt, 
Alvin Mouser, Mrs. Edgar McIntyre, 
and Mrs. Walter Schroeder. 

AWARDING OF PRIZES 
The prizes awarded this year cre¬ 

ated a large amount of interest and 
were widely distributed. As last year 

! the cooperative area was districted so 
1 that the people coming from a disance 
I would have equal chance with those 
I who live closer. No one member was 
! allowed more than one prize with the 
1 exception that since Macon County 
| was represented by only one member 
of the crowd of members unani¬ 
mously voted that he deserved both 
prizes for that district. The results 
follow: ' 

McLean County—J. A. Henderson, 
trouble light; Raymond Reed, cord; 
Geo. Knight, cord; Grover Logan, 
cord; Sam Brenneman, cord; F. E. 
Risser, coffee maker. 

DeWitt County—C. R. Johnson, 
trouble light; W. D. Gentry, coffee 
maker. 

Tazewell County—Chas. Glaser, 
trouble light; Howard Raeuber, cof¬ 
fee maker. 

Woodford County—Robt. Mool, 
trouble light; Otto Remmert, coffee 
maker. 

Macon County — Earl Kammar- 
meyer, trouble light and coffee maker. 

Other counties—Ross Quisenberry, 
trouble light; Logan Gilchrist, cof¬ 
fee maker. 

All counties; Grand prizes: W. D. 
Vance, iron; F. A. Kwascigroh, 
h.p. motor; Cecil Walden, clock; L. 
R. Henline, clock; Ben Brenkmann, 
vaporizer; Elmer Naffziger, pig 
brooder; A. E. Rengel, light bulbs; 
Clifford Sutter, vaporizer. 

* * * 

Election of Directors 
The following directors were re¬ 

elected without opposition: Franklin 
Allen, Delavan; Michael Cleary, 
Gridley; W. B. Ellis, Downs; H. O. 
Groves, Maroa; Homer Jeckel, Dela¬ 
van; Harry Miller, Saybrook; Ethel 
Moon, Towanda; Ruth Otto, Bloom¬ 
ington, Route No. 4; Walter Ris¬ 
ser, Danvers; Frank Simpson, Farm¬ 
er City, and Ivan Snow, El Paso. 

According to the by-laws the fol¬ 
lowing nominating committee had been 
appointed and had nominated the a- 
bove persons: Wm. Vance, Chair¬ 
man, LeRoy; Jerry T. Fruin, Gridley; 
Earl Kammarmeyer, Maroa; Robert 
Mool, El Paso; Frank Stewart, Lex¬ 
ington; Edw. J. Helleman, Tremont; 
E. J, Lucas, DeWitt; Clarence Am- 

berg, Danvers; Chris Warsaw, Say- 
brook; E. C. Calvert, Delavan, and 
Otto Laesch, Normal, Route No. 1. 

* * * 

Manager’s Report 
The manager's report including the 

treasurer's report showed total rev¬ 
enue for the year of $266,536 with 
expenses of $192,659 leaving a net 
gain for the year of $73,876. 

The Balance Sheet which was read 
by the treasurer listed the assets and 
liabilities of the cooperative showed 
a depreciated cost of the present util¬ 
ity plant of $1,422,259 and the surplus 
of $214,009. The REA loan which 
includes a total borrowed of $1,555,- 
637 has been reduced to $1,306,994. 

President’s Reporfe 

‘Ever since I ajvakened this morn¬ 
ing I have been trying to decide 
whether the weather man is with us 
or against us—it occurred to me that 
we always are talking about wanting 1 

dry weather or wanting and needing 
rain—but when it comes, there is al¬ 
ways something about the day or 
the time that doesn’t quite suit us— 
and then I thought that perhaps w'e 
are being reminded to remember that, 
after all, we are really quite insigni¬ 
ficant and unimportant in ourselves. 

does any other cooperative in the 
State of Illinois and we have fewer 
changes in our entire working force 
than does any other cooperative in the 
State of Illinois? You realize, as I do, 
that the reason for this is the under¬ 
lying spirit of friendliness and coop¬ 
eration upon which our organization 
is built and through which our organ¬ 
ization grows and continues successful 
and prosperous. Personally I have al¬ 
ways deeply appreciated the fine at¬ 
titude of friendliness as I have met 
each of our employees and each of 
you members, ' 

“It is Kipling who has written—'It 
ain’t the individual, nor the army as 
a whole, but the everlasting team 
work of every blooming soul.’ No j 
chain is any stronger than its weak- | 
est link and certainly no organization 
is any stronger than the spirit of 
friendliness and cooperation among ! 
the persons working for that organ- : 
ization and among the members of 
that organization. ' | 

“I especially want to acknowledge j 
with appreciation the very fine coop- | 
eration we have enjoyed with the ■ 
utility company, the Illinois Power ! 
Co. Their representatives have been ! 
very willing to work with us. I also ! 

want to acknowledge the help which 
has been given us by our Farm j 

and that wre take what we take when : Bureaus. 
v,et get it. Since this is a cooperative j “This organization of ours with its 
meeting we had better perhaps smile | present membership of over 4,000 
and like it, and cooperate with the j members is a dynamo of power so 
weather man with at least a grain. j iong as we maintain the same high 

In £iis modern world the trend i standards of operation as we nowr 

everywhere is towards cooperation. | have# and so long as we have an 

. We hear it in talking about the trend ; organization composed of members 
; of the war, the need for cooperation , w})0 realize and constantly remember 

wholeheartedly among the Allies , ‘cooperation’, is a key word for 
in order that events of the war pro- j continued success, 
gress as we feel they should, we hear | “Personally, I as your president 
Oi cooperation --in our churches in | Want .to thank each of you for the 
order that the smaller and unimportant j very fine way in which you have 
things in our living be shoved aside j worked with me and with your Board 
and the chuiches as a whole cooper- , }n order thgt success of your 
ate in developing a spirit of love in organization may be continued! 
order that world peace be arrived at. | Secretary’s Report 
we hear of cooperation and organiza- j “The Board of Directors of the 
tion of business men in order that a Corn Belt Electric Cooperative held 
high standard of business be main- 12 regular monthly meetings this past 
tained in a city and community. And | year. At each meeting all business 
the last few years we have been relative to the co-op was discussed, 
hearing of cooperation of farmers in i “A majority was present at each 
these electric cooperatives throughout meeting. Ten of the eleven members 

the land in order that living conditions ^tended all but 4 meetings. Two 
and living standards on the farm be board members have never missed a 

NEWS FROM 

Clinton County 

JOSEPH HEIMANN, Supt 
Breese, (11. 

HONOR ROLL 
Commercial 

Herman Graham    3967 
Gulf Refining Company    2441 
C. F. Frazier    1724 
Nick Babare    1116 

Non-Farm 
E. W. Strienbinger     800 
A J. Marcham     499 

Farm 
Clarence Dickhaut    2459 
Jos. H. Heimann     822 
Harvey Kiingelhoefer     750 
George White     508 
Virgil Albers     482 
Joseph Meyer     480 
Bernard J. Gebke     4/0 
William Varel   .... 470 
Alphonse Hustedde     465 
Vincent Albers     461 
Alphonse Olliges     448 
Charles R. Good     447 
Arthur O. Riess     440 
Mont Criley     4J7 
Frank Usselmann     424 
Albert Leicht     414 
Robert Bales     412 
Mildred Felton     400 
Harvey Harpstrite      400 
Louis Heimann     400 
Ben M. Meyer      400 
Ed Carson     397 
A1 Groene     385 
Alvis B. Loepker     371 
Rudolph Luehler     369 
Mrs. Margaret Ripperda     366 
Mrs. Emelia Heimann     3o3 
Gerhard Timmermann     335 
Orville Rinderer     354 
Wm. Ranz Jr    350 
Ben Bruns     3 8 
Harry Huelskoetter     348 
Emma Schumacker     340 
Mrs. John B. Ratermann     336 
Alphonse Varel     335 
Vincent P. Schaefer     330 
John Kalmer     323 
Wm. Kruse     3 S 
Lewis Wiedle       311 
Herman Bergmann     310 
Frank Hanseman     310 

made more desirable, ' and in order 
that the work of the farmer and his 
sons and daughters be accomplished 
in a happier and more efficient man¬ 
ner. The results of securing electricity 
for the several thousand farm homes 
in our own Corn Belt Cooperatives is 
paying great dividends, and will con¬ 
tinue to pay great dividends for years 
to come in a way that we can’t 
count in dollars, because electricity 
in farm homes is being and will con¬ 
tinue to be the main reason we are 
being able to keep our young people 
on our farms. For years we have been 
admitting we couldn’t compete with 
the bright lights of the city where liv¬ 
ing and working conditions looked so 
much brighter. Electricity on the farm 
and in the farm home is going to be 
one of the most vital factors we have 

meeting since they have served on 
the board. 

“An Advisory Committee consisting 
of three members of the board met 
with our Manager when it became 
necessary to make a decision on some 
matter of business before the next 
regular monthly meeting. 

“The annual meeting of the state 
association held in Springfield in Aug¬ 
ust was attended by several board 
members and our manager. 

‘ Our manager, our president, and 
one other board member attended the 
National Rural Electrification Associ¬ 
ation meeting held in San Antonio, 
Tex., in January. 

“A delegate was sent to the re¬ 
gional meeting held in Dubuque, 
Iowa. 

“Our efficient legal counselor was 
ever known in helping us to keep present at each board meeting 
farming and farm living attractive to “We are all pleased to have been 
our young people. | ab]e to serve the Corn Belt Electric 

Owned by Members | Co-op the past year.”' 
This cooperative belongs to each , Refreshments After Adjournament 

one of you members. We want you 
to feel very definitely that it is yours 
and that your suggestions and your 
interest in this organization are the 
reasons back of the very fine success 
this cooperative has enjoyed. Coop¬ 
eration means a working together and 
a Combining of effort for a common 
interest, 

“The Board, our Manager, Mr. 
Hafer, the linemen—in fact our en¬ 
tire working force—want you to 
know that we are deeply indebted to 
you for your cooperation in the 
working of this organization, for your 
help in such vital matters as reporting 
line difficulties, and in reporting mat¬ 
ters which may interfere with your 
receiving 100 per cent efficiency from 
your electricity. 

“We are proud here in our co¬ 
operative of the spirit of coopera¬ 
tion and friendly feeling we have and 
are enjoying with our employees. Do 

Coffee and doughnuts, and a good 
visit were enjoyed by all members 
at the close of the meeting. 

Government Subsidies 
Aid Butter Production 

In order to encourage an increase 
in the output of butter, the govern¬ 
ment has revised its scale of subsidies 
or production payments to the farm¬ 
ers if funds are made available. 

Instead of reducing the payment 
during the flush season of produc¬ 
tion as was done last year, the butter- 
fat will remain 10 cents a pound 
through September. For the months 
of October, November and December, 
this payment will be increased to 16 
cents a pound. 

The milk subsidy will be reduced 
35 cents during the flush season of 
production April, May and June, and 

j Joseph F. Ratermann   306 
Ben Rensing    304 

i RoBert Hayden   300 
I Wm. Murphy   300 

M. D. Walker   3J0 

* * # 

| The following have installed milk 
! machines: 

Alphonse Olliges, Northwest of 
Germantown. 

John Kalmer, Southeast of Albers, 
J. H. Heinzmann, North of San¬ 

doval. 
George Santel, South of Albers. 
Elvin Fries, Southwest of New- 

Baden. 
* * * 

Operation Report 
Miles of Line  473.58 
Members billed   1170 
Total billing  _...5870.47 
Average bill     5.02 
Revenue per mile  12.37 
Density per mile  2.45 

The following have installed water 
heaters for their milk houses: 

T. H. Outhouse, West of Patoka. 
Kate Haar, Southeast of Breese. 
Walter Reinkensmeyer, Southwest 

of Shattuc. 
Wm. Thoele, South of New Ba¬ 

den. 
Orville Hopkins, West of Patoka. 
Wm. Heinzmann, North of Shattue. 
Gus Rakers, North of Carlyle. 
Alfred Stein, West of Shattuc. 

25 cents during July, August and i 
you know that this cooperative em- j September. There after, it will re- ' 
ploys as many, or more, people than' turn to the present level. 

Snap the Cork 
Have you tried to snap off the 

cork placed bottom-side-up on top ol 
a coke or catsup bottle? Well try il 
—but here’s how to make it a gamei 
Put the bottle on the corner of a 
table. Stand about 20 feet away and 
hold your arm stiff with back ol 
hand up and big finger held by thumb 
in snapping position. Walk hastily 
past the table and snap the cork off 
as you go by. You can raise or lower 
your hand as you approach the cork, 
but keep the ha-k of the hand up. 
It’s fun. 
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Annual Meetings— 

Are Still Going Strong 
Rename Leaders, 

Hear Reports at 
Menard Meeting 

SALISBURY TALKS; MANY 
NEW MEMBERS ADDED 

DURING 1944 

Highlighted by an address by James 
Salisbury, economic analyst of the 
Rural Electrification Administration, 
and the reelection of directors and 
officers, members of Menard Electric 
cooperative joined in their eighth an¬ 
nual meeting February 24 in Peters¬ 
burg. 

Directors renamed included Henry 
B. Colby, Pleasant Plains; W. H. 
Montgomery, Petersburg; Mike Bas- 
son, Chandlerville; C. Nelson Wor- 
ner Manito; Herbert D. Shelhammer, 
Mount Pulaski; Ben H. Cave, East¬ 
on; Homer T. Brown, New Holland; 
E. C. Lewis, Ashland, and Archie 
Zook, Athens. 

At an organization meeting follow¬ 
ing the general session, Mr. Colby 
was reelected president; Mr. Mont¬ 
gomery, secretary and treasurer, and 
Mr. Brown, vice president. 

Responsibilities 
In addressing the meeting, Mr. 

Salisbury told the group: ‘ Some of 
you have made a sacrifice to attend 
this meeting, and I hope that you 
will regard this occasion as time well 
spent. In my opinion, voting at an 
annual meeting is just as important— 
In the smaller sphere of your com¬ 
munity affairs—as casting your bal¬ 
lot in a political election. 

“You and your neighbors,” he 
said, “are the actual operators of this 
business. If the system is ever run 
in a way that doesn’t suit you, each 
of you ought to blame yourself more 
than anyone else. In effect, this an¬ 
nual meeting is a conference attended 
by the owners of an important busi¬ 
ness.” 

Mr. Salisbury complimented the 
cooperative for its promotion of com¬ 
munity meetings and also for its an¬ 
nual practice of holding a conference 
of high school vocational agricultural 
teachers to acquaint them with new 
developments in the REA movement. 
“Your co-op,” he said, “is to be con¬ 
gratulated in helping the teachers to 
get this story across to their pupils 
now, while your co-op is still young 
and growing.” 

The REA official also commended 
A. E. Becker, manager of the coop¬ 
erative, for the part he is playing in 
furthering postwar plans for rural 
electrification. 

President’s Report 
Mr. Colby, in reviewing the activ¬ 

ities of the cooperative during the 
past year, said that “two supplemen¬ 
tary loans were obtained during 
1944 in the amounts of $100,000 and 
$50,000 to help the cooperative bring 
electric service to 106 new members.” 

“If you will recall, we borrowed 
$60,000 in 1943 for use in financing 
construction of some 65 miles to serve 
152 new members. Part of this con¬ 
struction work ran over into 1944 
and we were forced to use approxi¬ 
mately thirty miles of steel conduct¬ 
or because copper and aluminum were 
not available. We have been con¬ 
structing U-l-c extensions all through 
1944, both by means of a contractor 
and by force account, and have con¬ 
nected 258 new members during the 
year.” 

Mr .Colby also reported that prac¬ 
tically all lines have been cleared 
and a large amount of hedge re¬ 
moved with a bulldozer. He reported 
that personnel of the cooperative par¬ 
ticipated in 146 meetings during the 
year and that at 110 community club 
program, headed by Fred Darr, ‘ at 
least one or more U-l-1 applications 
lor service were received.” 

THEIR ANNUAL MEETING OVER—newly elected officers and the 
manager of Menard Electric cooperative assemble for an informal talk with 
two of their distinguished guests, Howard Leonard, director of the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture, and his informational representative, A. E, 
Stetson. The two men in the front row are Homer T. Brown, left, vice pres¬ 
ident of the cooperative, and Manager A. E. Becker. In the second row, 
left to right, are William H. Montgomery, secretary-treasurer; Henry B. 
Colby, president; Director Leonard, and Mr. Stetson. 

The co-op leader commended 
Manager Becker for serving as chair¬ 
man of the last six war drives in Men¬ 
ard county and said that the cooper¬ 
ative had received national recogni¬ 
tion through Mr. Becker’s appoint¬ 
ment as head of the NRECA post¬ 
war planning committee. 

To Aid Veterans 

Mr. Montgomery, in his report to 
the meeting, said that the board had 
adopted a resolution to give first 
preference to all former employes in 
the armed services in the matter of 
re-employment and second choice on 
postwar employment in the coopera¬ 
tive to veterans. 

In reviewing the financial report, 
Mr. Montgomery pointed out that 
total current assets of the coopera¬ 
tive, as of Dec. 31, 1944, amount to 
$75,564.26, as compared with $68,- 
602.75 for the same period a year 
ago. Total assets, including fixed 
assets and allowing for deductions 
for depreciation, amount to $1,171,- 
811.49, a substantial gain over the 
total reported last year. 

Total income for the year amount¬ 
ed to $160,174.49, as compared with 
income of $151,398.73 in 1943. Net 
gain for the year amounted to 
$4,038.70. 

The membership was informed by 
Mr. Becker that “during the past 
year of 1944, the cooperative has 
continued to progress even with the 
many restrictions caused by the war, 
especially through ‘ labor shortage 
and scarcity of materials.” 

“It has,” he said, “always been the 
policy of our board of directors to 
make every effort to serve every 

farmer who makes application for 
service on our lines if such an exten¬ 
sion is feasible and if he can qualify 
under the U-l-c order of the war 
production board during the period 
of emergency.” 

Mr. Becker stated that the cooper¬ 
ative has secured WPB approval to 
construct approximately 25 more 
miles to serve 88 new members, add¬ 
ing materially to the 258 new mem¬ 
bers connected in 1944. The co-op 
manager recalled that when the proj¬ 
ect was first started in 1936, “we 
constructed 124 miles of line to 
serve 360 members, most of whom 
were in Menard county. Since that 
time we have grown rapidly up to 
our status of 1213 miles of line serv¬ 
ing 2748 members.” Mr. Becker also 
reported that membership in the Na¬ 
tional Rural Electric Cooperative as¬ 
sociation has “paid off big dividends 
during the past year,” explaining 
that the NRECA-sponsored Pace bill, 
reducing interest rates on loans, saves 
the co-op $7200 a year in interest 
payments. Participating in the in¬ 
surance pooling plan, also sponsored 
by the NRECA, saves the co-op ap¬ 
proximately $450 a year in insurance 
premium payments, he said. 

Other features of the program in¬ 
cluded sleight of hand tricks by Jack 
Price, Petersburg magician; selections 
by Gorsek’s orchestra; talk on rural 
electrification by Stuart Carlisle, 
FFA member of Carthage, and a 
resuscitation demonstration by D. B. 
Bidle, Illinois REA job training and 
safety instructor. Sound movies 
were shown during the noon hour by 
Mr. Darr. 

NO WONDER THE LARGE CROWD AT ADAMS ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE’S MEETING—didn’t hesitate about finding seats. These 
girls did the ushering. In the group are Betty Martin, Georgeen Hibbert, 
Marilyn Heine, Dorothy Bastert and Alberta Smith* 

Extensive Growth Shown by Corn 
Belt Co-op; Rename All Directors 

RISSER IS RECHOSEN 
PRESIDENT; QUIZ TOPS 

MEETING PROGRAM 

Growing In four years from 3000 
to more than 4000 members, Corn 
Belt Electric cooperatives presented 
an enviable position of progress and 
expansion at its seventh annual meet¬ 
ing February 21 in the Farm Bureau 
auditorium in Bloomington. 

With Harry Edmunds of Cedar, 
Minn., NRECA director, topping th^ 
program, 250 members of the coop¬ 
erative joined in reelecting directors 
for another year, participated in an 
outstanding quiz program and listened 
to reports which were typical of the 
co-op’s slogan: Not for Profit—But 
for Service. 

Directors were reelected as fol¬ 
lows: Franklin Allen, Delavan; Mi¬ 
chael Cleary, Gridley; W. B. Ellis, 
Downs; H. O. Groves, Maroa; Hom¬ 
er Jackel, Delavan; Harry Miller, 
Saybrook; Mrs. Ethel Moon, To- 
wanda; Mrs. Ruth Otto, Blooming¬ 
ton; Walter Risser, Danvers; Frank 
Simpson, Farmer City, and Ivan 
Snow, Elso Paso. 

Following the general session, 
directors met and reelected Mr. Ris¬ 
ser, president; Mr. Simpson, vice 
president, and Mrs. Otto, secretary- 
treasurer. 

•     
vested in war bonds, with total cash 
and current investments totaling 
$99,401, Finances of the coopera* 
tives are in "good condition,” thf 
treasurer reported. A comparison U 
operating statements for 1943 an4 
1944 shows substantial increases ill 
both revenue and net gain. Gross 
revenue in 1943 amounted to $240,* 
260.92 as compared with $266,536.11' 
in 1944, while net gain rose front 
$64,469.77 in 1943 to $73,876.86 in 
1944. 

Leaders of the cooperative ex¬ 
pressed satisfaction for the efforts 
made by members in cleaning 
brush along the line and in handling 
trouble calls, as well as for reading 
meters promptly. This cooperation, 
it was said, has resulted in large save 
ings for the cooperative. 

Mr. Risser welcomed the large 
group to the meeting and served a| 
toastmaster for the program. Mus* 
ical interludes were provided by 
Bruce Samuels. 

Following the award of prized 
members were treated to refreshment! 
of coffee and doughnuts. 

FARM RESIDENTS 
STILL FAVORED 

IN BUYING WIRE 

! 
! i 

Manager Reports 
T. H. Hafer, superintendent, re¬ 

ported that the cooperative showed 
a net gain of $73,876 for the year 
and that 290 new members were pro¬ 
vided with service. He also said that 
the cooperative had paid $45,000 on 
REA loans during 1944. 

Reports revealed that the co-op has 
made pre-payments totaling $191,000 
on REA loans, leaving an unpaid 
balance of $1,306,994. Out of a dis¬ 
cussion came the statement that the 
25-year loans may be paid off with¬ 
in fifteen years of operation. One 
development which has assisted the 
cooperative in cutting expenses was 
the passage of the Pace bill, it was 
said, which reduced interest rates on 
REA^loans to a flat 2 per cent from 
previous rates ranging from 2.56 to 
2.73 per cent. 

Members were commended for 
their fine cooperation in reading their 
own meters during the year. Mr. 
Hafer also urged all members to re¬ 
port line trouble promptly and asked 
that they cooperate in efforts to dis¬ 
courage hunters and boys from shoot¬ 
ing at insulators, pointing out the 
difficulty which can be caused on a 
line when an unthinking marksman 
cracks an insulator. 

Average Bill 
Indicative of the progress made by 

the cooperative was the statement 
that in 1940, members used only an 
average of 600 kilowatt hours of elec¬ 
tric energy per year, while today 
this amount has risen to an average 
of 1300 KWH. The average bill in 
1940 totaled about $50, which is ap¬ 
proximately $20 less than that paid 
annually today. 

The rnrvnerative has ^71 616 90 in- 

Because of the critical need of tl^p 
armed forces for a sharply-increased 
supply of field wire, the war produce 
tion board has again stopped the sal* 
of copper wire to civilians and th* 
use of this wire by civilian wire shops. 
However, farmers may continue to 
obtain copper wire through an allot¬ 
ment certificate. 

It is not known how long the sus¬ 
pension of the regulation governing 
civilian uses of copper wire will r«9 
main in effect. At present is is im¬ 
possible for any repair shop to sup¬ 
ply new connecting or attachment 
cords for vacuum cleaners, washer, re¬ 
frigerator, iron, radio, lamp fixture, 
or any other electrical applianc* 
where it is possible by patching of 
by the use of insulating tape, to put 
the old cord in condition for reason¬ 
ably good service for the remainder 
of the year. ^ 

No wire may be used to assemble 
or make up a new connecting or ex¬ 
tension cord, for resale or gift pur¬ 
poses, or to accompany or be used 
by any appliance being repaired or 
sold. 

No new wiring of any kind may 
be installed in any building except 
to the extent permitted by the regu¬ 
lation. If wiring is in fact damaged^ 
it may be replaced, but only the min™ 
imum amount necesasry to make the 
repair may be used. 

Family of Compounds 
Nylon is not one substance but a 

whole family of compounds. Already 
10 different types, each with distinc¬ 
tive properties, are being made. The 
theoretical number of nylons run in¬ 
to tVif> ttioiisanr?-. 

BETTER REGISTER, MISTER—and that’s just what Levi Beaver*^ 
right-of-way man and a member of Menard Electric cooperative, is doing^ 
under the watchful eyes of Mrs. Ella Louise Outright, Mrs. Evalena Bar* 
chert and Miss Mildred Roegge. 
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New Member of Board Is Chosen 
at Adams Co-op Annual Meeting 

GAINS ARE REPORTED IN 
MEMBERS, REVENUE & 

^ OTHER ACTIVITIES 

Members of Adams Electric coop¬ 
erative welcomed a new member to 
the board, reelected all other direct¬ 
ors and heard an inspirational address 
by Harry Edmunds, National Rural 
Electric Cooperative association di¬ 
rector, at their annual meeting Feb¬ 
ruary 22 in the Camp Point con?1 

munity building. 
^ The new director elected is Elmer 
^/eihl of Adams, representing Mel¬ 

rose, Fall Creek, Richfield and Pay- 
son townships. Mr. Veihl succeeded 
Fred Schnellbacher, Jr., who retired 
from the board this year after serv¬ 
ing as a director since the organiza¬ 
tion of the cooperative six years 
ago. 

Other board members renamed in 
elude Roy L. Sharrow, Golden; Wal- 

^ter Frey, Route 1, Quincy; Horner 
^Myers, Camp Point; Lewis Barnes, 

Ursa; G. F. VoIIbracht, Kellerville; 
John Sargent, Rushville; Glenn C. 
Waner, LaPrairie, and R. A. Mc- 
Caskill, Timewell. 

Managers Report 
In reviewing activities during the 

last year. Dean Searls, superinten¬ 
dent, told of the difficult conditions 
under which business has operated 

^^ecause of wartime restrictions, short¬ 
ages, lack of appliances, inability to 
expand facilities and time required 
to repair equipment. Both line 
trucks, Mr. Searls said, “have been 
driven well In excess of 100,000 miles 
each,” In citing an instance where 
one night one truck was “laid up 
with a burned-out clutch and the 
other remaining truck had to be 
towed in.” 

0 Desp‘ite these perplexing prob¬ 
lems, however, the cooperative made 
considerable progress during 1944, 
the superintendent stated, adding that 
“consumers per mile have increased 
from 2.26 to 2.38 and our volume 
of business increased almost $10,000. 

“The increase in member density 
Is a very healthy condition for the 
cooperative. This has been brought 
about by those farmers taking ser- 

0 vice along our lines who for some 
reason or other did not take service 
when the lines were constructed. At 
the present time I am holding ap¬ 
proved work orders to connect 55 
members; in addition to this, I am 
holding work orders approved by 
WPB to build 74 miles of line to 
serve 145 members. 

“Then in addition I have in my 
office, 142 certificates from the Agri- 

0 cultural Conservation Committee of 
Adams, Brown and Schuyler coun¬ 
ties. It looks like we’ll have plenty 
to do the rest of the year doesn’t it? 
We had hoped to secure the services 
of a contractor to build the longer 
extensions, but it doesn’t seem that 
we will be able to do this until labor 
and materials become more plentiful. 

More Progress 
“We have had an engineering sys- 

tem study made of our project, and a 
report of this study will bemade to 
the board of directors at their next 
meeting. This study will show what 
size lines will be needed to serve our 
area in the next 10 years and is 
based on an area coverage plan.” 

Mr. Searls used charts to show 
how revenue and consumers have 
Increased per mile, declaring that "you 

^ as a member user, by your use of 
^ electric service have made these fig¬ 

ures possible.” 
“The only credit which your man¬ 

agement might be able to take is to 
see that you have as good continuity 
iof service as it is possible to give 
with proper regulation,” the super¬ 
intendent stated. 

Outage Report 
Mr. Searls reported on two specific 

outages, one occurring when a storm 
^put a transmission line out of order 

and the other when a motorist ran 
into and broke a pole on the co-op’s 
feeder line, to explain causes of trou¬ 

ble on lines which are not the fault 
of the co-op. He also urged that out¬ 
ages be checked promptly, first by 
conferring with neighbors and then 
calling the telephone operator to see 
If the trouble had been previously 
reported, Mr. Searls said, members 
should report It to the office at once 
“even If it occurs In the wee hours of 
the morning.” The superintendent 
also warned members not to pick up 
wires which have fallen to the 
ground, but to report the condition 
to the office so that expert linemen 
may be sent out to repair the break. 

* * • 

Note: President Roy Sharrow’s ad¬ 

dress to the membership appears on 

the editorial page of this issue. 
* * * 

The financial report of the coop¬ 
erative, as given by Horner S. 
Myers, secretary-treasurer, showed 
that income for the year totaled 
$86,698.46, while total operating ex¬ 
penses, included taxes, cost of power, 
depreciation of plant and mainten¬ 
ance, amounted to $61,600.69. 

Net gain for the cooperative for 
the year totals $10,911.71. Other 
facts concerning the cooperative in¬ 
clude the following: 1652 members 
served, 700 miles of line energized; 
1,511,633 kilowatt hours sold. Reve¬ 
nue per mile rose from $9.92 to 
$10.73; consumers per mile of line 
increased from 2.26 to 2.38; the aver¬ 
age monthly member bill increased 
from $4.39 to $4.52 and total Income 
from operation rose from $77,032.30 
to $86,857.39. The number of mem¬ 
bers served, miles of line energized 
and number of kilowatt hours of 
electricity sold also showed substan¬ 
tial increases. 

Guests attending the meeting In¬ 
cluded G. Wayne Welsh of Sciota, 
president of the Illinois Association 
of Electric cooperatives, who report¬ 
ed on activities of the state-wide or¬ 
ganization. 

Additional top features of the day 
were a safety demonstration by D. 
B. Bidle, director of the Illinois REA 
job training and safety committee; 
awarding of prizes to the following 
essay winners: Lois Musick of Camp 
Point, first; Thomas, Elizabeth and 
Alice Sterne, second, and Mrs. Alma 
Dickhut of Camp Point, third, selec¬ 
tions by the Camp Point high school 
band, and group singing led by Har¬ 
vey McNaughton. Rev. Glen Sims 
gave the Invocation. 

Three Camp Point churches joined 
in serving luncheon at noon to more 
than 350 persons. 

The three prize winning essays, 
judged by Mrs. Ralph Beckman, Neal 
Sherrick and Marion Young, will 
appear in a later edition of the Il¬ 
linois REA News. 

Norris Meeting 
Praises Memory 

of Late Senator 
Members of Norris Electric Coo] 

erative of Newton paid tribute I 
the late Senator George W. Norri 
for whom the co-op was named, < 
their annual meeting last month. 

A letter was read from Mrs. No: 
ris, expressing regret at being unah 
to attend the meeting and telling < 
her late husband’s great Interest i 
bring electricity to farmers. Georg 
J. Long, assistant chief of the fiel 
operations division of REA and a 
employee of the agency since It wa 
first organized, was the prindp; 
speaker. 

A farmer engaged in raising tom 

toes in Florida says that he and 

good many of his neighbors a 
threatened with ruin because OD 
won’t send freight cars south to pi< 
up the crop and OPA won’t raise tl 
ceiling price on the crop to perm 
hiring additional labor to handle tl 
vegetables. 

LET THERE BE MUSIC—and there was music . . . and good music 
at the Adams Electric cooperative annual by the Camp Point high school 
band. Among the outstanding members of the school’s band are the students 
shown above, with their director, Mrs. Carol Brown. Seated, left to right, 
are Joseph Thomas, winner of first place on the piano in district and state 
contests; Elsie Bastert, vocal soloist, first place winner in the district, and 
Gerald Points, solo cornetist, top honor winner in district and state contests. 
Standing, left to right, are Ethel Brown, winner of first places in district and 
state contests since entering competition in the seventh grade; Marilyn Law¬ 
less, outstanding solo clarinetist, and Clarimae Bastert, baton twirler. Mrs. 
Brown has charge of vocal and band music in both the high school and grade 
schools in Camp Point. 

RECORD GAIN IS 
MADE BY PAXTON 

REA COOPERATIVE 
PLACE $108,000 IN WAR 

BONDS; 500 PRESENT 
AT MEETING 

Eastern Illinois Power cooperative 
brought another year of successful 
operation to a close at its annual 
meeting February 20 in Paxton, with 
reports showing “all current interest 
and principal payments due REA 
paid in full and a total of $108,086 in¬ 
vested in government bonds.” 

During 1944 the cooperative paid 
$62,884.80 in principal and interest, 
purchased $27,000 in government 
bonds and made a pre-payment on 
REA loans of $20,000 out of oper¬ 
ating revenue. Prepayments made 
REA now total $100,000, according 
to the cooperative’s financial state¬ 
ment. 

A breakdown of expenditures, as 
far as the average monthly bill of 
$5.87 Is concerned, showed that 70 
cents went for government bonds, 53 
cents for prepayment to REA, $1.53 
for power purchased, 23 cents for 
taxes, $1.64 for interest and principal, 
$1.06 for general office expense and 
19 cents for the purchase of materials. 

Reelect Officers 
All officers and directors were re¬ 

elected for the ensuing year. Officers 
renamed include R. L. Stanford, Ford 
county, president; William F. Ringler, 
Livingston county, vice president, 
and J. B. Hayes, Vermilion county, 
secretary-treasurer. Other members 
of the board are Elmer Brutlag, Carl 
Irving, William B.' Lyon and B. R. 
Matthews, all of Iroquois county; 
Clarence' Gorsenbach, Ford county; 
Ora Ross, Vermilion county; A. B. 
Hirstein, Livingston county, and Hen¬ 
ry Lage, McLean county. 

Of this group, Stanford, Ringler, 
Hayes, Irving and Hirstein are orig¬ 
inal members of the board. 

In addressing the crowd, estimated 
at 500 persons, Mr. Stanford said 
that the cooperative's post-war plans 
include building lines on an area 
coverage basis to serve as many rural 
residents as possible. He paid tribute 
to America’s fighting forces and said 
the sacrificies made by men and wom¬ 
en of this nation were responsible in 
a large measure for improved condi¬ 
tions on the war front. 

Illinois Man Talks 
Kieth Hinchcliff, assistant profes¬ 

sor of the college of agriculture ex¬ 
periment station, University of Illi¬ 
nois, talked on electrically operated 

labor saving devices, illustrating hijs 

address with free-hand sketches. 

In making his report to the board, 

T. M. Brady, manager said: "Your 

cooperative has rendered electric ser¬ 
vice for the last 76 months to most 
of the farms it now serves. We have 
been growing each year, our member¬ 
ship having increased by 130 in 1944. 
We would like to build more exten¬ 
sions to farm homes if we could. 

“During the past year we pur¬ 
chased 5,414,400 kilowatt hours, an 
increase of 700,000 kilowatt hours 
over the previous year and paid $58,- 
273.20 which was an increase of 
$6,492. The gross income for the 
past year was $222,788.20, an in¬ 
crease of $11,313.21, the change to 
bi-monthly billing resulting in loss 
of one month’s income for the year. 

“Actual cost of operation and main¬ 
tenance amounted to $130,740.19. 
Most of the trouble we have on our 
lines is caused by trees and hedge. 
We do not have the man power to 
keep these lines clear nor can we hire 
men to do the work, consequently we 
must call on our members to help us 
clear these lines to give you good 
service. We are going to operate 
your cooperative on a firm econom¬ 
ical basis, so we must have the co¬ 
operation of all our members. 

Music during the day was provided 
by the Paxton Community high school 
swing band, directed by Mrs. John 
McKinney, and the Paxton high 
school mixed chorus. Additional fea¬ 
tures included presentation of the 
film, We Said We Would Come 
Back, and awarding of prizes, which 
included war bonds and stamps and 
electrical appliances. 

Officers Chosen 
For Coming Year 

By Spoon River 
Floyd Blout has been elected presi¬ 

dent of the Spoon River Electric Co¬ 
operative, Inc., of Canton. 

Other officers include Herbert 
Fleming, vice president; Raymond 
Rohrer, secretary, and L. W. Cramer, 
treasurer. ’ The cooperative serves 
Fulton county and parts of Peoria 
and Knox counties. 

1944 Top Year 

Adams County Shippers associa¬ 
tion, subsidiary of the Adams Coun¬ 
ty Farm Bureau, reported 1944 the 
best year in the association’s history. 
Merchandise sales totaled $302,901. 
Livestock shipped for members 
brought $902,307. 

NEWS FROM 

Jo-Carroll 
Elizabeth, 111. 

FLOYD RUBLE, Mgr. 

Co-op Will Aid 
In line with REA policy in giving 

all possible assistance to worthy war¬ 
time projects, your cooperative will 
loan its truck and provide some of its 
personnel to aid in the tin can col¬ 
lection campaign in Elizabeth on Sat¬ 
urday, April 21. 

Members in this area who have 
saved tin cans, the metal in which is 
vitally needed in the war effort, may 
bring them to Elizabeth for collec¬ 
tion on that date. To prepare tin 
cans for collection: Wash them, cut 
out both ends and flatten them. 

* «r * 

Your cooperative assures all mem¬ 
bers using chick brooders at this sea¬ 
son of the year that it will do every¬ 
thing possible to continue providing 
top electric service during this AND 
EVERY OTHER season of the year. 
If you are wondering about chick 
brooders, stop into the co-op office 
and ask about plans for making your 
own brooder based on plans which 
are available through the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration. 

Brooder plans were also published 
in an issue of the Illinois REA News 
last year, and those interested may 
be able to secure additional copies 
of the paper for that month. This 
type brooder is in successful opera¬ 
tion on many of the farms along a 
neighboring cooperative’s lines. 

+ * ♦ 

BUD WRITES HOME 

It’s appropriate as the busy sea¬ 
son for farm work approaches, that 
one of our farm boys—now a prison¬ 
er in Germany—should be as busy 
in his own right as his dad is at home. 

Writing from a German prison 
camp, Bud Read, son of Everett 
Read, president of your cooperative, 
says: 

“I have signed a contract to write 
farm articles for an English maga¬ 
zine at the regular rate of pay. Then 
I've agreed to contribute articles to 
a Canadian newspaper. I’m going to 
teach a class in dairy production ‘on 
the local campus.’ I’ve also joined 
the local sportsman’s club and I’ve 
been lecturing on general fanning to 
classes attended by people from New 
Zealand, England, South Africa, Ire¬ 
land, Norway, Australia, Wales, Hol¬ 
land, Canada, etc.’V 

Speaking of parachuting from his 
damaged bomber, Bud ’recalls that, 
“the first step sure was a heck of a 
long one.” He mentions that the 

^camp, in which he was located short¬ 
ly after being captured, had a “fine 
library" and that he .had met farmers 
from all corners of the globe.” 

Bud’s post-war plans, his letters re¬ 
veal, include a desire to “raise quite" 
a lot of poultry” and he suggests that 
his dad purchase for him some poultry 
equipment to be ready when he ar¬ 
rives back home and resumes farming. 

In his last message home, Bud said 
he “still feels fine” and is “studying 
hard." He also asked that one of 
Elizabeth’s automobile dealers save a 
car for him after the war. What 
does he want in his packages? Cocoa, 
sugar, chocolate and spices—but no 
salt or clothes, says Bud. 

* * * 

To those of you who are still being 
asked by your neighbors when the 
cooperative is going to build to them, 
we say this: Tell them that your co¬ 
op is doing everything in its power 
to reach them as quickly as possible. 
Materials are still critically short and 
manpower is at a premium. Ask that 
they have patience. We’ll give them 
the electric service they want just 
as soon as we possibly can. 

Poultry Fourth 

Cash income from sale of poultry 
products during the calendar year of 
1943 was estimated at $107,750,000 
in Illinois. This gives poultry fourth 
place in the livestock Industry of 
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Hot Lunch Time at School Served 
by Farmers Mutual Electric Co-op 

IF YOU’RE HUNGRY—page Ruth Norberg and Lila Kincaid. They’re 
the two girls in the top picture who are dishing out the food for Kemster- 
ville’s hot lunch program. In the lower picture, Richard Voltz smiles—as 
well he might—as he fills up the school’s stoker; no tedious hand-firing 
chores for students or teacher at this school; they let electricity do the work. 

Cold weather at lunch time means 
little to students of Kemsterville 
school—and for a very good reason. 
The school, which is served by 
Farmers Mutual Electric cooperative 
of Geneseo, has one of the most suc¬ 
cessfully operated hot lunch pro¬ 
grams in the area. 

With Mrs. Bertha Murray, teacher, 
doing the cooking, students of the 
school, ranging from grades 1 
through 7, assemble around a long 
table in the basement community 
room and enjoy meals similar to those 
which their mothers would serve at 
home on cold days. Food is ample, 
nourishing and served steaming hot 
—just the thing to help boys and 
girls do their best work during the 
remainder of the afternoon. 

A primary aid in furthering the 
school’s hot lunch program is an 
electric range—and, when it is time 
to wash dishes, hot water is avail¬ 
able for those assigned to do the 
job. Electricity also goes farther 
than helping the hot lunch program, 
for the school has stoker heat, drink¬ 
ing water fountain and flourescent 
lights. An electric pump provides 
water for the building, with the deep 
well located beneath the school. 

Teacher Thankful 
Mrs. Murray is also thankful for 

electricity for a very special reason. 
Unable to find a place to stay at one 
of the neighboring farm houses, she 
lives in the school building; cooks her 
own meals on the school’s electric 
range and prepares her lessons or 
reads by electric lights. 

This is Mrs. Murrays first year 
of teaching at the school, and elec¬ 
tricity was one of the main reasons 
for her decision to leave her home 
in nearby Davenport, Iowa, and de¬ 
vote her week-days to educating 
the boys and girls of the Kemsterville 
area. 

All students are members of the 
nearby Methodist church in Hillsdale, 

eliminating all conflicts in the school’s 
Bible instruction program. Pupils 
have taken part in all patriotic cam¬ 
paigns and recently collected approx¬ 
imately 600 pounds of scrap paper 
to aid in the war effort. They also 
have participated in the Junior Red 
Cross, infantile paralysis drive and 
gathered hundreds of milk weed pods 
in cooperation with the nation-wide 
war materials campaign. 

Among those attending the school 
are Robert Voltz, Arlan Ropp, Don¬ 
nie Heinsen, Dolores Hugart, Jacque¬ 
lyn Voltz, Roger Norberg, Lantz 
Ropp, Cassandra Nelms, Betty Lou 
Nelms, Richard Allen Nelms, Richard 
Voltz, Ruth Norberg, Lila Kincaid, 
David Norberg, Frances Ropp and 
Bradley Kincaid. 

AWARDS WILL BE 
GIVEN FOR PLAN 

ON FARM PRICES 
The American Farm Economic as¬ 

sociation has announced that a total 
of $12,500 in cash awards will be 
given for suggestions on constructive 
post-war price policies for agricul¬ 
ture, including any needed changes in 
the parity price formula. 

There will be three major awards 
of $5,000, $2,500 and $1,250, and 15 
awards of $250 each. 

"The awards are planned to stim¬ 
ulate nation-wide interest in sound 
price policy and improved methods 
of dealing with problems in agricul¬ 
ture, as basis for maintaining In¬ 
come from farming in the reconver¬ 
sion and post-war periods," said Dr. 
L. J. Norton of the University of Illi¬ 
nois, president of the association. 

Information about awards, entries 
for which must be in July 15, 1945, 
can be secured from Dr. Asher Hob¬ 
son, college of agriculture, University 
of Wisconsin, Madison. 

Some Drop Is 
Seen For Farm 

Prices in 1945 

R. C. Ashby, chief of marketing of 
the University of Illinois college of 
agriculture, predicted "some decline 
in the prices of farm products in 
1945" and said that the general level 
of prices for agricultural products will 
remain high. 

Speaking at a meeting in Elizabeth, 
home of Jo-Carroll Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, Inc., Ashby stated that "at ceil¬ 
ing prices the demand for certain 
farm products will continue to exceed 
supplies, but that large supplies of 
other products will tend to depress 
prices.” The result, he said, may be 
somewhat lower farm prices than 
those which prevailed in 1944. 

In pointing out several reasons why 
the demand for farm products can be 
expected to stay at relatively high 
levels in 1945, Ashby declared; 

Gives Reasons 
"Although national income is likely 

to decline at the end of the war in 
Europe because of less government 
spending and reduced employment, 
consumer expenditures are not likely 
to drop proportionately as much as 
national income. Although lend-lease 
and military needs will probably be 
reduced following the defeat of Ger¬ 
many, they will continue to be large. 
Moreover, government unemployment 
compensation and accumulated sav¬ 
ings of individuals will cushion the 
shock of a declininq national income. 

Need Still Great 
"In spite of the possibility of abun¬ 

dant supplies of certain foods, anoth¬ 
er year of all-out farm production is 
needed to assure an adequate food 
supply. In war it is better to have 
surpluses than to be caught short. In 
1945, however, some selection in farm 
production is advisable. 

"Efficiency in operation will need 
to be stressed again in 1945 because 
costs in farming are rising in relation 
to prices of farm products. 

"Feed supplies, while short in some 
areas, are adequate to take care of 
prospective needs for the country as 
a whole. Total supplies of feed grains 
are about the same as a year ago, but 
livestock numbers have been reduced. 
The demand for corn in 1945 will 
continue to be strong and soybean 
oil is in great need.” 

Steps Are Given 
On Improvement 

of Pasture Land 

The method recommended for ren¬ 
ovation and improvement of estab¬ 
lished permanent pastures is relative¬ 
ly simple. The steps are: 

1. Test and Treat the Soil. 
2. Disk Thoroughly. 
3. Seed heavily—Use Sweet Clover 

as Main Legume. 
4. Control Grazing. 
5. Clip Weeds. 
A pasture seed mix for light soils 

should consist of: 
Sweet Clover, 8 pounds. 
Sweet Clover 4 pounds, and Al- 

sike 3 pounds; 
Or Sweet Clover 4 pounds, or 

Mammoth Clover 4 pounds Timothy 
5 pounds. 

On medium to fertile soils the seed 
mixture should consist of: 

Sweet Clover 8 pounds or 
Sweet Clover 4 pounds and Al¬ 

falfa 4 pounds or 
Sweet Clover 4 pounds and Red 

Clover 4 pounds. 
Timothy 3 pounds. 
Bluegrass 8 pounds. 
Or Alfalfa 6-7 pounds. 
Bromegrass 10 pounds. 
A mixture which has given good 

results on both Improved and new 
pastures on fertile soil sown In the 
spring consists of: 

Sweet Clover 4 pounds 
Alfalfa 4 pounds 
Red Clover 4 pounds 
Timothy 4 pounds 
The legume seed In aH mixtures 

should be inoculated. 

Builds Own Map Cabinet, Divernon 
Cooperative Saves Itself Money 

When it comes to saving money, you can credit B. F. 
Snively, manager and engineer of Rural Electric convenience 
cooperative of Divernon, with having put aside a considerable 
sum through construction of a home-made map cabinet. 

Made of 3-ply lumber, the cabinet,’ 

Help Others 
(From Page One) 

lines and create work tor contractors 
and manufacturers. 

"Additional market potentialities 
would be created by the expenditures 
of the newly-served consumers for 
farmstead wiring, appliances and 
plumbing. Directly and indirectly, 
rural electrification in Illinois can 
create millions of man-hours of work 
and provide substantial employment 
opportunities for returning service 
men and women, and war plant 
workers. 

Area Coverage 
"The heart of the REA program 

in Illinois and other states is the 
area coverage plan. Under this plan, 
service is made available to all con¬ 
sumers in a given area. Less densely 
populated sections are served along 
with those having a greater popula¬ 
tion. This makes it possible to build 
well-balanced rural electric systems 
which can operate economically and 
give ample service to all consumers 
based on the cost of service. . 

"REA borrowers in Illinois believe 
they will be able to build rural power 
lines into more thinly settled rural 
areas under the Pace bill. You and 
we look to the future with confi¬ 
dence. Our experience shows that 
as rural power systems grow older, 
the conumers find new ways to use 
electricity—and revenue rises. A lot 
of people said it couldn’t be done, but 
the co-ops are proving that rural 
Americans can control a good many 
of their own affairs in an outstand¬ 
ingly successful way. 

The Individual REA coopera¬ 
tive member eventually will feel the 
pinch if the job of rural electrifica¬ 
tion is not completed on an area 
coverage basis in Illinois and all the 
rest of the states. A new rural econ¬ 
omy is made possible by rural elec¬ 
trification, and every farmer will 
benefit through the strengthening of 
American agriculture as a whole.” 

Until the time of Franklin Roose¬ 
velt, presidents of the United States 
were not compelled to pay income 
taxes on their salaries. 

shown above in the top picture, cost 
a total of $3, including labor and 
material. The cabinet has one large 
drawer in which maps of the project 
are kept flat and in convenient order. 
The polished flat top of the cabinet 
may be used for drawing or map ref¬ 
erence work. 

Mr. Snively, right, illustrates use 
of the cabinet, while Bob Wilson, 
chainman on the cooperative’s stak¬ 
ing crew, points out the location of 
the pole illustrated in the picture 
below. 

Unusual Connection 
The bottom picture shows a C-4 

corner pole with two sets of double 
guys and A15-1 and uses 21-bell 
type insulators. It has a special M-22 
copper butwrap which goes to the 
top of the pole, with connections on. 
the eye-bolts of the phase wires. 

This special ground connection is 
constructed in such a manner that 
flash-over currents on broken down 
bells will open the sectionalizing de¬ 
vice before the pole catches on fire. 
This unusual job of pole rigging is 
located eight miles northwest of Di¬ 
vernon. 

NEW GENERATING 
PLANT FOR POWER 

FIRM APPROVED 
War production board approval 

has been received by the Illinois Pow¬ 
er company for construction of aa 
$11,000,000 central generating sta¬ 
tion to be located on the Illinois river 
near Havana. 

Allen Van Wyck, president of the 
company, said the project was part 
of an 8-year program. Plans call for 
the utility to ultimately generate afl 
of its own power through the inter¬ 
connected north central division. The 
company now purchases 90 per cent 
of the power it distributes. It is ex¬ 
pected that the new generating sta¬ 
tion, consisting of two 40,000 kilo¬ 
watt turbo-generator units, will be 
completed in two years. Substantial 
transmission -facilities are also in¬ 
cluded in the project 


