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National Association Convenes In 
Spirit Of Harmony; 1,400 Present 

REA Cooperative Office Destroyed By Fire 
Estimate Loss 
In Equipment 
at About $2000 

Soitthwestern Moves To 
New Location; Vital 

Records Saved. 

Damage estimated at approximate- 
ly $2000 was caused to office equip¬ 
ment and supplies of Southwestern 
E'inois Electric cooperative last New 
"'"'ear’s eve when fire destroyed the 
hm’ding occupied by the cooperative 
a-’d an adjacent bakery in Greenville. 
Floors and roofs of both structures 
were destroyed, and only the walls 
were left standing. Total loss in the 
blaze may exceed $10,000, it was said. 

The fire was thought to have been 
caused by an overheated oven in the 
bakery. Flames quickly weakened the 
floor beneath the huge oven, sending 
it toppling over into the basement 
where the blaze ignited the coopera¬ 
tive’s coal supply. 

While firemen battled the stubborn 
blaze. Southwestern leaders made 
plans to move salvaged equipment 
and records into a vacant building 
almost directly across the street from 
their original office. Some equipment 
was moved as early as New Year’s 
day afternoon while embers still 
smouldered in the gutted buildings. 

Linemen maneuvered the co-op's 
winch truck around to the rear of the 
wrecked building and hoisted out the 
big office safe, moving it intact to 
the new quarters. Office girls donned 
slacks as they dug through the water 
soaked records, washing off soot and 
ashes and hanging them up to dry on 
clothes lines stretched across the rear 
of the new building. 

With Superintendent C. V Kallal 
and W. H. Kooce, president of the 
board, directing salvage operations, 
activities of Southwestern gradually 
returned to near normal later this 
month. Fortunately none of the coop¬ 
erative’s important records were lost 
in the fire. 

FIRE SHOWS NO FAVORITES—Shown above is an inferior view 
of the damage wrought by the blaze which destroyed the offices of South¬ 
western Illinois Electric cooperative at Greenville. 

FARM PRODUCTION 
REPORTS MUST BE 

MADE BY FEB. 15 
Reports of 1944 production prac¬ 

tices carried out on Illinois farms 
must be filed by February 15. 

To be eligible for payments under 
the 1944 practice program, conserva¬ 
tion measures must be carried out 
during the 1944 calendar year. The 
45 day lag is granted to give farmers 
sufficient time to file their reports at 
county AAA offices. 

SO LONG MACK— 
As it some day must to all men, 

death came to J. E. McDonald, super¬ 
intendent of Edgar Electric Coopera¬ 
tive Association, on January 4. We’ll 
miss you. Mack, and your hosts of 
friends offer their sincerest sympathy 
to your sorrowing family. Mr. Mc¬ 
Donald’s death was caused by sleep¬ 
ing sickness. 

Mrs. M. E. Eldred Christens Ship 
Honoring Father, 4-H Club Pioneer 
Mrs. M. E. Eldred, who resides in 

Barr township, west of Palmyra, late 
in November had the distinct privilege 
of christening a Liberty ship named 
the Will B. Otwell, in honor of her 
father. Mr. and Mrs. Eldred are mem¬ 
bers of M.J.M. Electric cooperative. 

The ship, which was chris¬ 
tened at Houston, Tex., was in 
commemoration of the pioneering 
work done by Mr. Otwell among 
farm boys and girls—a program 
which later grew into the pres¬ 
ent 4-H organization in Illinois. 
The state’s 4-H clubs were priv¬ 
ileged to select a name for the 
ship by the United States Mari¬ 
time Commission for their meri¬ 
torious contributions to the war 
effort. 
Mr. Otwell began his work with 

farm youth in Macoupin county in 
1898. As president of the County 
Farmers’ Institute, he purchased and 
distributed seed corn to approximate¬ 
ly 500 boys. In 1904 at the St. Louis 
World’s Fair his exhibit of 10-ear 
samples of corn grown by 8000 Illi¬ 
nois boys attracted nation-wide at¬ 
tention. From this start, corn and 
pig clubs were organized throughout 
the middlest west. Each year he or¬ 
ganized a huge rally for the boys at 
Carlinville, home of M.J.M., where 
he resided. 

In later years, Mr. Otwell spon¬ 
sored tree-planting clubs in the Unit¬ 
ed States, and his iris fields were 
known throughout Illinois. Many 
policies which he established in his 
work among farm boys and girls are 
still objectives of the 4-H program. 

Reaffirm Stand 
Opposing Rule 

By Commission 
Members of the Association of Illi¬ 

nois Electric Cooperatives, meeting in 

special session last Thursday in 

Springfield, reaffirmed their determina¬ 

tion to remain free of Illinois Com¬ 

merce Commission jurisdiction. 

This united stand will be conveyed 
to Gov. Dwight Green at a confer¬ 
ence to be held probably this month. 
The state-wide group also restated its 
intention to stand by Farmers Mutual 
Electric Cooperative of Geneseo in 
its legal battle with the Illinois Pow¬ 
er Company over construction of 
WPB-approved lines in the Co-op’s 
Annawan area. 

An early decision in the first round 
of the case is expected and the ensu¬ 
ing battle may reach to the Illinois 
supreme court, Louis Gorrin, REA 
litigation chief, predicted. 

Other highlights of the state-wide 
meeting, held almost on the eve of 
the deadline ruling out conventions in 
war time, included: 

A report from a session of Illinois 
delegates to Texas at which the 
group voted to remain neutral on the 
current “REA independent agency” 
fight. A recommendation that a state¬ 
wide REA group meet with represen¬ 
tatives from the Illinois Agricultural 
Association. 

Get Green Light 
Announcement that ODT has ap¬ 

proved cooperative annual meetings 
—if those attending come from the 
trading area and if there is no need 
of hotel accommodations for dele¬ 
gates. 

Discussion aimed at reducing ob-, 
jectionable features in highway de- i 
partment bonding regulations concern- j 
ing co-op line construction. 

Naming of committee to study sur¬ 
plus war material of use to REA co¬ 
operatives, 

(Continued on Page Fifteen) 

VOTE HANDS OFF 
STATUS OF REA 

DURING WAR ERA 
The final session of the convention 

brought before the delegates the re¬ 
port of the resolutions committee and 
as if planned by the civic affairs 
group of a Fourth of July celebration, 
the fireworks were saved for the last. 
The pre-convention atmosphere had 
brought glaring headlines into the San 
Antonio newspapers and their city 
editors were quick to grasp the paper¬ 
selling opportunity. From Minnesota 
had come Victor M. Edman, presi¬ 
dent of the P.K.M. Electric Coopera¬ 
tive of Warren, to lead in the fight 
for the independence of REA from 
his hotel headquarters. Edman, two 
weeks prior to the convention, had 
circularized the REA cooperatives of 
the country with a three-point pro¬ 
gram which called (1) for the re¬ 
moval of REA from the department 
of agriculture; (2) that John M. Car- 
mody, former administrator, be draft¬ 
ed to fill the post vacated by Harry 
Slattery; and (3) for a strong na¬ 
tional organization to be operated in¬ 
dependently from internal REA, and 
on a democratic basis. 

Mr. Edman, in his circular, charg¬ 
ed that certain groups “have allowed 
themselves unconsciously to become 
aligned with factions and individuals 
whose motives are purely selfish or 
designed to further cripple the move¬ 
ment.” Ansel I. Moore of Missouri, a 
member of the resolutions committee, 

(Turn to Page Fifteen) 

AUBREY WILLIAMS IS 
PRESIDENT’S CHOICE FOR 

ADMINISTRATOR’S JOB 

President Roosevelt has sent the 
name of Aubrey Williams to the 
Senate for confirmation, as his ap¬ 
pointment to the post of Adminis¬ 
trator of the Rural Electrification Ad¬ 
ministration. Williams, if confirmed, 
will succeed Harry Slattery who re¬ 
signed recently. 

The president’s appointee served 
as a former director of the National 
Youth Administration. He also served 
as executive secretary of the Wis¬ 
consin Conference of Social Work, 
with headquarters in Madison. 

E.J. Stoneman 
Renamed; Top 
Leaders Speak 

By Harvey Schermerhorn 

The rural electric cooperatives of 
this country, through their national 
organization meeting in annual con¬ 
vention in San Antonio, Texas, on 
January 16-17, have paved, the way 
for a correlated activity that bids 
well for the cooperative movement, 
as well as the postwar expansion of 
REA to the unelectrified farms of 
the nation. Meeting on a common 
ground the official representatives of 
cooperative thought and action bat¬ 
tled under a banner of democracy 
and entrusted the verdict to the joint 
action of the convention's resolution 
committee and to the entire official 
delegation. The resolutions committee 
comprised its membership from twenty 
different states, representing a cross- 
section of the thought-which motivat¬ 
ed an allignment with divided opin¬ 
ions. The official delegation com¬ 
prised its membership from 35 dif¬ 
ferent states, and its vote concurred 
in the action of the committee. Thera 
was no gloating in victory, nor bit¬ 
terness in defeat. The opposing fac¬ 
tions of the convention adjourned in 
the realization that a paramount issue 
was not the only stake of the meet¬ 
ing. Far more important than the 
independence of the Rural Electri¬ 
fication Administration was the issue 
of democratic expression and control 
by the membership of the national or¬ 
ganization. A majority vote sealed 
the immediate fate of the issue, insofar 
as organized expression is concerned, 

Stoneman Re-elected 
The full board of directors, com¬ 

prising a member from each REA 
state within the ten regions, met dur¬ 
ing the noon recess on January 17 to 
unanimously re-elect E. J. Stoneman 
as president of the national organiza¬ 
tion; Avery C. Moore as secretary- 
treasurer; and to elect E. D. H. 
Farrow of Itasca, Texas, as its vice 
president. Robert D. Tisinger was re¬ 
tained as general counsel. 

Edmunds Keynotes Convention 
Harry Edmunds, Region Six Di¬ 

rector" to NRECA, sparked the open¬ 
ing of the convention with a master¬ 
ful address on "‘The Cooperative 
Movement and REA.” The 76-year- 
young Minnesota cooperator sounded 
the philosophy of his experience when 
he told the delegation: 

“It doesn’t matter whether or not 
we are in the headlines. We don’t 
need sit-down strikes or hunger 
strikes to accomplish a better and a 
fuller life on American farms. The 
movement is the important thing, and 
it will go on in the future without 
political action as it has in the past,” 

Only “sheer ignorance” can moti¬ 
vate the accusation that cooperatives 
are socialistic, continued Mr. Ed¬ 
munds. The peace treaty to be writ¬ 
ten after the war must be based on 
the well-bfing of all peoples and 
races, or it will be a failure. Any 
attempt, on the part of any nation, 
to profit off other nations as a re¬ 
sult of the war will only lead to an¬ 
other war, he stated. Summarizing his 
experience gained through leadership 

(Turn to Page Four) 
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DIAGNOSING 

THE CONVENTION 
The voice of a cooperative 

democracy has spoken. Out of 
the minds and hearts of the 
delegates to a national conven¬ 
tion has come an expression 
that calls for an honest and a 
unified pledge to the mil¬ 
lion unelectrified farms and 
rural establishments of this na¬ 
tion. And out of the same con¬ 
vention, too, came a warning 
to all factions of minority or 
majority strength that the co¬ 
operative thinking of coopera¬ 
tive men demands an honest 
and factual advancement of the 
principles which divide them. 
No honest objective can be 
won within a cooperative or¬ 
ganization unless that objec¬ 
tive be designed and con¬ 
structed on an honest founda¬ 
tion. The million unelectri¬ 
fied farms or this country, to¬ 
gether with the more than 1,- 
200,000 served membership, 
can be thankful that the San 
Antonio convention was quick 
to separate the chaff of misin¬ 
formation, prejudice, jealousy, 
and personal ambitions from 
the fertile seed of cooperative 
loyalty and understanding. 

The rural electrification pro¬ 
gram, under cooperative enter¬ 
prise, long ago outgrew the 
capacity or distorted and unin¬ 
formed minds. Its scope of ser¬ 
vice today, and the promise 
it gives to the future of rural 
America, is too rich and too 
bountiful in its reward to fu¬ 
ture generations of rural living 
and rural progress to remain 
long in the embrace of political 
and mercenary control of in¬ 
dividuals or groups. The grass¬ 
roots of cooperative organiza¬ 
tion is capable and is fortified 
with the honesty of strength 
and purpose to regulate the 
machinations of individuals or 

roups who seek to delay or 
isrupt the furtherance of co¬ 

operative administration and 
expansion. The progress of co¬ 
operative rural electrification 
thus far has been accounted 
for in terms of grass roots 
honesty, and it will continue- to 
succeed only on the same 
terms. No individual, nor any 
group, can hope to marshall 
majority strength while cloaked 
in the regalia of distortion and 
misinformation. 

The convention’s minority 
group was worthy of respect. 
Its purpose was honest and sin¬ 
cere as it was conjured by an 
honest and a cooperative con¬ 
stituency across the country. 
But in the enlistment of an 
audience its chieftans sought to 
discredit cooperators and coop¬ 
erative organization instead of 
advancing the principles which 
are responsible for its exis¬ 

Now Let’s Get Back to Work by Ellis 

tence. This plan of attack died 
an inevitable death at the San 
Antonio convention. 

The democratic machinery 
of a cooperative organization 
must make room for expression 
from a minority membership, 
but a minority membership 
must first observe the principles 
of factual foundation in order 
to deserve that recognition. In 
their failure to enlist added 
strength to an honest cause the 
chieftans of the minority group 
violated one of the major re¬ 
quirements of cooperative edu¬ 
cation by emphasizing rumored 
propaganda instead of employ¬ 
ing the resources of their hon¬ 
est objective. 

In our opinion the San An¬ 
tonio convention voiced itself 
against the tactics of the min¬ 
ority chieftans rather than a- 
gainst the independence of 
REA. The cause they repre¬ 
sented did not die in San An¬ 
tonio, but their method of at¬ 
tack did and as a consequence 
of delegate action the honest 
program of cooperative educa¬ 
tion gained impetus that bodes 
well for the future of coopera^ 
tive organization. 

Regardless of the pre-con¬ 
vention flare of factional dif¬ 
ferences the delegations con¬ 
verged their thinking on the fu¬ 
ture of rural America. That, in 
itself, will prove a vital pro¬ 
duct of the convention. 

& 
GIVE US THIS DAY 

There’ll be a few more gray 
hairs in the heads of the na¬ 
tion’s farmers when the har¬ 
vest’s done next fall. At no 
time in the history of agricul¬ 
ture will this country’s farm 
workers be called upon to do 
the heroic job which will be 

' asked of them this year. 

And . , . they'll be asked to 
do it without the help of thous¬ 
ands of young men who. Selec¬ 
tive Service officials say, will 
doff their overalls for army 
or navy uniforms. Young farm 
workers in the 18 to 26 year- 
old age group represent one 
of the last resources of man¬ 
power to be found to fight for 
their Uncle Sam, military lead¬ 
ers say. 

What the drafting of these 
men will mean to the over¬ 
worked farmers of the country 
only those who have toiled 
from dawn until way after 
dusk know. How much longer 
older men, many of whom had 
planned to retire several years 
ago, can last at the present 
food-for-freedom pace is a 
question none of them like to 
ask themselves. 

It is going to be a long 
and tough spring, summer 
and fall, for America is 
now truly entering into its 
period of Blood, Sweat 
and Tears. For the mil¬ 
lions of civilians who have 
been depending on the na¬ 
tion's farms, the new year 
will mean a tightening of 
belts. Fighters will sit at 
the first table, and after 
they are served, civilians 
will come next. 
The food supply for civilians 

will be based on amounts and 
kinds of foods that maintain 
health and vigor, and that 
doesn’t mean thick, juicy 
steaks on every table. 

In these days of hard toil 
on the farm, those who have 
electricity will be more thank¬ 
ful than ever. For from their 
electricity, farmers can at least 
derive some help and some 
pleasure. 

It is a credit to the ever¬ 
lasting cooperativeness of 
REA co-op managers and su¬ 

perintendents that they and 
their depleted crews of work¬ 
men have labored long and 
hard to get as many farms con¬ 
nected to REA systems as they 
have during 1944, because 
1945, without electrical help, 
will be a year which America’s 
farmers will have to endure 
under trying circumstances. 

But in all our struggle to 
keep the home front intact, let 
us remember that every ounce 
of work we put into our farm 
activities is going to be ap¬ 
preciated by the boys who are 
risking their lives for us. We 
may come in tired at night from 
the fields, disgusted with ceil¬ 
ing prices, out of patience with 
the fickleness of the weather 
and worn out from milking or 
feeding the stock, but, still, we 
are not being made targets for 
enemy bullets. Soldiers and 
sailors get tired and disgusted 
too—but they keep on fighting, 
just as farmers will keep on 
farming as long as there is a 
breath of life left in them. 

** 
Need a Crystal 

It looks like farmers will 
have to add a crystal gazer to 
their equipment this year— 
somebody who can sit down 
at the kitchen table at night 
and tell them what the war 
food administration will ask 
tomorrow. 

After telling farmers to cut 
down their flocks of chickens 
in order to prevent the market 
being glutted with eggs next 
spring, the WFA has revised 
its orders and now asks for an 
increase in eggs. Hatcheries 
are asked to turn out a maxi¬ 
mum of baby chicks. The 1945 
program calls for 347 eggs for 
every civilian, an increase of 
49 eggs over the 1935-39 pre¬ 
war consumption goal. 

President Sends 
Hopeful Message 
To Cooperatives 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
Washington 

January 4, 1945 
My dear Mr. .Stonemam 

It gives me pleasure, again, 
to wish you success on this oc¬ 
casion, the third annual meeting 
of the members of your associa¬ 
tion, in your cooperative effort to 
electrify rural America. I know 
that your member cooperatives 
have been handicapped by war 
induced scarcities of manpower 
and materials. Their contributions 
to war food production on the face 
of so many obstacles is indeed 
commendable. They are doing their 
jobs like good soldiers. 

We are in the midst of a great 
struggle in which we must all 
continue to do our part. Millions 
of farmers and other rural dwellers 
are contributing their share to the 
Nation’s war program without the 
assistance of electric energy. I 
pledge to these millions of fel- 
low-Americans full support of 
REA’s objective of rural electri¬ 
fication in all the areas of the 
Nation. 

Your cooperatives will partici¬ 
pate materially in postwar employ¬ 
ment of veterans and the conver¬ 
sion of industry to a peacetime 
basis in the effort to electrify rural 
America. 

V ery sincerely yours, 
/&/ Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

Soft Pedal 
The nation’s leaders have 

been asked to soft pedal their 
plans for a posfc-war world. 
While programs, such as that 
planned for the REA, will go 
forward in their planning 
stages, it seems wise that 
people think more of the pres¬ 
ent emergency than in terms of 
what is to come. 

WTen the allies were on the 
march and the war, at least to 
many of us on the home front, 
appeared all but won, it was 
natural that we turned our 
thoughts to that era of peace 
we had been hoping for. Per¬ 
haps our post-war dreams were 
built largely on hopes — it 
would seem so today. 

The war didn’t end last 
Thanksgiving and it didn’t end 
on Christmas day. In terms of 
territory, we still aren’t back 
to where we were when we 
had the Nazis on the run sev¬ 
eral weeks ago. 

*4 
DURABLE OILCLOTH 

To make table oilcloth more satis¬ 
factory and durable, clean well and 
then rub occasionally with a liquid 
wax. Polishing well will prolong the 
life of the cloth indefinitely. 

Co-op Index 
News notes from indivi- | dual cooperatives in Illinois 

appear on the following 
pages: 

j Adams      ...Page 6 
i Clinton   ...Page 16 

Farmers Mutual... ...Page 5 
Jo-Carroll    ...Page 16 
McDonough ......... ...Page 3 
Menard   ...Page 7 
Wayne-White Pages 12-13 { Western    ...Page 13 ! Shelby   ...Page 3 i Southern   ...Page 5 1 Southeastern   „..Page 9 
Rural Electric ..... ...Page 7 i M.J.M.    ...Page 9 
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BRING ON THE FLOOD—Shown in the top picture is the utility company's sub-station with wires ex¬ 
tending to Shelby Electric cooperative’s poles to serve 100 miles of line. In the lower pictures: To the left is a 
scene taken in 1938 when water of the rampaging Kaskaskia river swirled around H-frames of the cooperative 
but fell far short of reaching the sub-station, which is located on adjacent high ground. To the right is a view 
of the specially-designed H-frames which carry co-op lines across the oft-flooded river bottom lands. 

Big H-Frame Structures Built To 
Withstand Pressure by Flood, Ice 

Although spring and its often dis¬ 
astrous floods are still several months 
off, leaders of Shelby Electric cooper¬ 
ative are keeping a wary eye on the 
present frozen surface of the Kas¬ 
kaskia river. 

For each year when the ice begins 
to go out of the Kaskaskia the big, 
special H-frames located in the bot¬ 
toms adjoining the river go on trial 
against the elements. So far, even 
when water rose in 1938 to the high¬ 
est point since 1888, the structures 
withstood the strain. 

Heavy, angle poles set against the 
frames have aided materially by form¬ 
ing bulwarks against the floating ice 
and swirling waters. It is essential 
that the structures resist floods and 
ice because they are responsible for 
holding the wires extending from the 
adjacent utility company sub-station, 
from which the co-op receives part of 
its power ,to an area in which scores 
of farms are dependent on REA ser¬ 
vice. 

The sub-station, forming a metering 
point for *one source of Shelby Elec¬ 
tric cooperative power, is located 
near the city limits of Shelbyville. 
With a 400-foot span between the 
sub-station and the first of several 
frames across the bottom land, the 
unusual construction never fails to at¬ 
tract attention. It is one of the few 
such engineering designs to be found 
on REA lines in the middle-west. 

Power from the sub-station is used 
to feed half of the Shelby project, 
while the other half receives power 
from the co-op’s own sub-station lo¬ 
cated near Velma. 

Something New 
Added To Farm 

Equipment Line 
Something new has been added to 

the farm implement line. It is a 
rototiller—a versatile farm machine 
which does the work of plowing, disk¬ 
ing and harrowing in one operation. 
It will be manufactured by Graham 
Paige Motors corporation. 

The unique implement employes the 
first new principle developed for seed 
bed preparation in many years, it 
was said. The rototiller is said to 
thoroughly crumble the ground to a 
depth of 12 inches or less by means 
of rotating tines. 

NEWS FROM 

Shelby Electric 
Shelbyville, 111. 

LANE WALKER, Mgr. 

NEW MANAGER NAMED 
Lane Walker, former manager 

of Edgar Electric Cooperative at 
Paris, 111., has been named man¬ 
ager of Shelby Electric coopera¬ 
tive, succeeding Lester Boys, 
who recently resigned. 

Mr. Walker is well known to 
many members of our project, 
having been employed by the 
cooperative for sometime before 
heading the Edgar cooperative. 
He recently has been working at 
an Illinois war plant. Come in 
and get acquainted if you don’t 
already know Mr. Walker—if 
you do know him, come in and 
renew an old friendship. 

★ * * 

Says Farewell 
In leaving the managerial job of 

Shelby Electric cooperative, Mr. 
Boys desires to say farewell to mem¬ 
bers of the project through the Illi¬ 
nois REA News. Accomplishments 
recorded by the cooperative during 
the time Mr. Boys served as manager 
included the construction of 906 miles 
of line with service brought to more 
than 2500 members. , 

Net worth of the project, Mr. Boys 
writes, “rose from zero to over 
$110,000’’ in the last seven and a 
half years. In parting, he writes, “I 
wish good fortune to the cooperative, 
its members, the board of directors 
and the employes.” Mr. Boys plans 
to open a retail wiring and electrical' 
shop in the community next spring. 

* * ★ 

Welcome to Our Co-op 
The cooperative desires to express 

a hearty welcome to the following 
new members, who were accepted at 
the December 18 meeting of the 
board: Ruble Maxwell, Shelbyville: 
Donald Riley, Shelbyville; Sam Shee¬ 
han, Neoga; H. G. Lingle and Son, 
Witt; Clint Haycraft, Witt; Arlie 
Warner, Oakley; R. L. Cutler, Lake- 
wood; Charles Collins, Assumption; 
Elmer Meseke, Moweaqua; W. B. 

Baker, Decatur; Leroy Feere, Blue 
Mound; J. L. Shull, Assumption; 
Louis Klindworth, Rosamond; Spur¬ 
geon Lilly, Macon; F. Wayne Young, 
Windsor; Glen Montgomery, Blue 
Mound; Charles A. Wells, Macon; 
Hal Lash, Findlay; George W. Dun¬ 
can, Taylorville; W. H. Kelmel, 
Morrisonville; Richard Heiserman, 
Macon; O. J. Weakly, Findlay; 
Moore Estate, Macon, and Gerald 
Smith, Shelbyville. 

* * * 

FIRST 10 TO PAY DECEMBER 
BILL 

Mrs. Charles F. • Hunter, Lake- 
wood; H. Kenneth Gustin, Windsor; 
Jessie Deal, Lakewood; Paul W. 
Idleman, Lakewood; Lewis M. Day, 
care of Clyde Strohl, Mode; Mrs. C. 
E. Dunlap,- Mode; Harley B. Stead, 
care of Escoe Moon, Findlay; Clem 
Slifer, Windsor; Gerald Bowman, 
Lakewood; Roy Macklin, Findlay. 

NEWS FROM 

McDonough 
Power 
Macomb, 111. 

RAY GRIGSBY, Supt. 

Elaborate plans are under way for 
the sixth annual meeting of the Mc¬ 
Donough Power Cooperative which 
will be held at the Presbyterian 
Church in Macomb on Monday, Feb¬ 
ruary 5, 1945, beginning at 10 a. m. 

Although it is too early to give 
you our complete program for that 
occasion, we can truthfully say that 
it is going to be one of the best we 
have ever had if present plans ma¬ 
terialize. We have in view one of 
the best speakers we have ever been 
able to secure, as well as high class 
entertainment. Of course, the usual 
business procedures which always ac¬ 
company a meeting of that kind, will 
be held. 

We think this is the one day in the 
year that all members of the Cooper¬ 
ative should lay aside their work and 
make an effort to attend. For, only 
through these meetings, can a lot of 
our members ever learn what makes 
the Cooperative click. They also 
have the opportunity to meet the em¬ 
ployees who maintain their lines and 
service, and those who handle the 
business end of the Cooperative. 

The entire program will be made 
up and mailed out several days before 
the meeting, together with proxies 

so that in case our members are not 
able to attend the meeting in person, 
they can and should, by all means, 
sign their proxy over to some one of 
their neighbors who will attend and 
vote for them. Although we would 
prefer to have you attend the sessions 
in person, yet if that is impossible, 
please don't fail to make use of the 
proxy. 

Attendance prizes will be given to 
the first 150 people who register. 
These people will also be eligible for 
the other prizes which will be award¬ 
ed in both the morning and the after¬ 
noon sessions. 

It will be well worth your while 
to come early and spend the day with 
us. Arrangements are being made to 
serve a luncheon similar to that we 
had last year. 

* * * 

Your Cooperative is now engaged 
in making a post-war construction 
map, known as Section D. This is 
being made by our engineer, Mr. 
Zeigler from the P. L. Burns En¬ 
gineering Company of Davenport, 
Iowa. 

Good progress is being made in the 
preparation of this map, and we have 
enjoyed a very gratifying response 
from people in the unserved areas m 
the territory in which our Coopera¬ 
tive is located. 

The map for McDonough County 
is well under way, and that for War¬ 
ren County, Henderson, and Knox 
Counties will be completed in the not 
too far distant future. 

If you have any neighbors who do 
not have the service and who wish 
to be included on this map, they 
should make sure that their applica¬ 
tion is received in time before the 
maps are sent away. 

★ ★ ★ 
DON’T FORGET 

THE DATE—FEBRUARY 5, 1945 
The Time—10 A. M. 

and 
The Place—The Presbyterian Church 

in Macomb 
For 

Your Cooperative’s Annual Meeting 

Twins 
While we were rather late in ob¬ 

taining this news item we feel that 
McDonough Power Cooperative mem¬ 
bers who read the Illinois REA News 
are entitled to the news at this late 
date. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Turner became 
the proud parents of twins October 
10, 1944. Born at the Sanders Hos¬ 
pital at Avon, 111. Bobby the boy, 
weighed 4 lbs. and 11 ounces and 
Barbara the girl, 5 lbs and 8 ounces 
at birth. 

The girl has dark eyes and auburn 
hair and the boy has blue eyes and 

light hair. On January 10 each one of 
them weighed exactly 10 pounds. Mr. 
and Mrs. Turner tell us that no twin* 
were born on either side of the house 
before. They also are the parents of 
three other children, a girl 7 years 
of age and a boy 5 and 3 years of 
ages. After our visit with them a 
few days ago we do not blame pa 
and ma Turner for being more than 
happy, being parents of five nice 
looking children. 

mmm\. GRANGE 
STRIKES BACK IN 

FIGHT ON CO-OPS 
Striking back at attacks being made 

on farm cooperatives, the National 
Grange charges that “farming is be¬ 
ing subjected to unfair competition 
by business men and cc—lorations.” 

The Grange declared that farmer 
cooperatives are part of the private 
enterprise of running a ' farm. Any 
savings in purchasing supplies whole¬ 
sale for farmers belong to the mem¬ 
bers and are not to be considered in 
the same light as earnings of corpor¬ 
ations organized for profit, the organ¬ 
ization said. 

“This attack on the cooperatives 
has been sponsored by the National 
Tax Eq'felity association, which is a 
misnomer,” Grange leaders said, add¬ 
ing that “the true cooperative can 
have no profit since all its savings 
belong to the farmers who use it. 
These savings are returned to them 
in accordance with laws governing 
their operation.” 

The farmer, said the Grange, doe* 
not operate a cooperative to save on 
his income tax—his real purpose is 
to increase his net income and in so 
doing he expects to pay increased 
taxes on the returns. 

Popcorn Crop in 
State Reported 

At Near Record 

The pop corn crop this year was 
the second largest in the history of 
Illinois, according to the Illinois and 
United States departments of agri¬ 
culture. 

The 1944 crop totaled 18,960,000 
pounds of ear corn, as compared with 
14,850,000 pounds in 1943. With no 
carry over from last year and the 
demand exceeding the supply, much 
of the crop is reported to have moved 
into commercial channels direct from 
the fields. Value placed on the huge 
crop is estimated at $702,000. 

Recess Time! It s Fun to Look j 
at Well Now; Power Pumps Water 

TIME AND HAND PUMPS — 
Hade a way of passing along when 
REA service enters the picture. 

And so it is with the above picture, 
which was taken in the good old sum¬ 
mer time at the site of a deep well 
where a hand pump once did the job 
now taken over by the Wayne-White 
Electric cooperative of Fairfield. 
Both summer and hand pumping are 
things of the past—and the big water 
pail, shown at the extreme left, has 
become an oddity around the place; 
just something for new students to 

look at and be happy about—no 
hand pump, no water carrying to be 
done. 

Mrs. Francis Baker, teacher second 
from the left in the back row, is 
proud of her school—and well she 
might be, because it is one of the 
most modern in the area, boasting 
complete plumbing facilities, includ¬ 
ing showers, lavatories and drinking 
fountains, as well as electric lights. 
This modern school is one of the 
best examples of REA at work in 
the rural educational field. 
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mimm NAMED — 
(From Page One) 

$! the cooperative movement in the 
Slid -west, Mr. Edmunds concluded: 

"Any capitalistic group which be¬ 
lieves that business exists soley for 
fhe benefit of a few will never be¬ 
lieve in cooperatives. But oo-ops, 
however, not only show people ho v 
to live a better life. I predict that, 
ftfter the war, their expansion will 
lead the country to a more substantial 
prosperity.” 

Neal Builds Hope for REA 
Paying tribute to the accomplish- 

fcients of cooperatives in the progress 
of rural electrification, Acting Admin 
istrator William J. Neal of REA 
placed his faith in future expansion 
in the hands of those who have 
brought it thus far to the benefit o'. 
rural living and development. Mr. 
Neal, speaking on the afternoon pro¬ 
gram of the opening day, recognized 
the need for an all-out cooperative ef- 
lort in stating: 

"There is no group that has a 
gnore sincere interest in the future 
•uccess of rural electrification than 
the board members and managers of 
(he cooperatives to whom this agency , 
has loaned funds. As a farmer, as a 
former director of an REA coopera- i 
five and as one who has completed 
inore than twenty years of farm or¬ 
ganization leadership, I have faith in 
the ability of rural people to chart 
ft constructive program for their own 
®d vancement. At the same time, I 
Cannot be unmindful of the responsi- j 
fcility which rests upon us together to 
ineet the demands of future electric ^ 
tervice that comes from six million 1 

rural families still in darkness.” 
Reviewing the progress of rural j 

electrification during the past year ' 
Mr. Neal reported allotments during ! 
the past year of slightly less than; 
$32,000,000—which amount was five | 
times greater than the amount alloted | 
during the preceding year. In the ! 
first half of this fiscal year, beginning 
July 1, 1944, he stated that REA has | 
advanced to cooperative borrowers 
$18,700,000, which is a quarter of 
• million dollars more than was ad¬ 
vanced during the entire previous 
year. 

Reporting on the present financial j 
itatus of cooperative borrowers Mr. I 
Neal stated: “At the end of Decern- ! 
ber, delinquencies in the payment of | 
principal and interest more than thir¬ 
ty days over due were less than 280 
thousand dollars, compared with ad¬ 
vance payments over amounts cur- 
fently due of more than 18 million 
dollars. 

In a tone that indicated determina¬ 
tion, bringing applause from his audi- 
tnce, the Acting Administrator con¬ 
tinued: 

"Within the year there has been 
H rising tide of activity on the part 
©f private utility companies in many 
sections to retard the prospect of 
securing low cost electric power in 
rural areas. Others unsympathetic 
With our cooperatives have given as¬ 
sistance to these self-seeking efforts. 
The efforts have taken various forms. 
Included among them are so-called 
©ffers of rate reduction, which would 
reduce rates to what utilities refer 
to as being properly considered "farm 
business,” at the same time offering | 
© restrictive or higher rate to loads j 
of minimum KVA requirements or 
small rural communities of 250 in¬ 
habitants. 

"Such restrictions go far beyond 
the limitation on the definition of 
rural areas in the REA Act. I have no 
hesitancy in telling you that until 
the time when Congress sees fit to 
further restrict the Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Act, it will not be our policy 
to give administrative approval to this 
type of contract.” 

Summarizing the eight major aims 
of the Department of Agriculture in 
expanding the rural electrification pro¬ 
gram as a postwar activity, Mr. Neal 
concluded: 

"Such a program is a worthy chal¬ 
lenge to REA, to the Department of 
Agriculture, and to this Association.” 

Postwar Planning Report 
Evidencing its interest in the fu¬ 

ture expansion of REA lines into the 
Miiielectrified farm sections of the 

Attendance 
Delegates from 34 different 

states, representing the REA mem¬ 
bership of 275 distributing and 
generating cooperatives, attended 
the third annual NRECA conven¬ 
tion in San Antonio. The host 
state of Texas sent delegates from 
50 of its REA cooperatives; Iowa 
and Minnesota followed with 20 
official representatives each, Mis¬ 
souri with 19. 

Wisconsin sent official delegates 
from 14 of its cooperatives; 11- 
iinois sent 11, according to con¬ 
vention registration. Farther, the 
official records showed registra¬ 
tions by 275 delegates, 654 co¬ 
operative managers and board 
members, 150 manufacturers repre¬ 
sentatives, and over 300 registered 
and unregistered visitors for a total 
attendance of approximately 1,400 
during the five sessions of the con¬ 
vention. 

country, as well as its interest in 

the present nation-wide structure of 

REA cooperatives, the NRECA con¬ 
vention gave top-billing on its pro¬ 
gram to a full discussion of plans 
formulated jointly by the NRECA 
and REA postwar planning commit¬ 
tees. Final draft of the future pro¬ 
gram was designed by A. E. Beck¬ 
er, Manager of the Menard Electric 
Cooperative of Petersburg, III., as 
chairman of the NRECA committee, 
and James Salisbury, Jr„ executive 
secretary of the REA interbureau 
postwar planning committee. The re¬ 
port was presented to the convention 
by Mr. Becker. 

Introducing the report Mr. Becker 
stated: “Before 1936 a substantial 
part of the farms with power were 
on the edge of cities and large towns; 
the fancy show places, the good pay 
ing customers. Farmers living away 
from the towns could get electricity 
only if they paid tribute to the pri¬ 
vate power trusts in the form of dual¬ 
rate structures. The rest of us want¬ 
ed electricity, but we couldn’t afford 
the terms on which it was offered. ’ 

Mr. Becker asked convention sup¬ 
port of the Lucas Bill which would 
provide $585,000,000 as loan funds to 
finance a three-year postwar program 
for the extension of rural coopera¬ 
tives: 

"This is not a subsidy, or a hand¬ 
out. We expect to pay the money 
back with interest and our record so 
far is eloquent testimony to our ability 
to do just that.” / 

He asked general understanding of 
the purposes of the Bill, to provide 
funds with which to furnish electricity 
to farmers as an opportunity for 
service to agriculture rather than a 
means of making a profit. In conclud¬ 
ing his report Mr. Becker stated: 

"Our program of area coverage, 
providing service to all farmers in 
an area at the same non-discrimin- 
atory prices, is completely opposed 
to pre-REA practices of highly sel¬ 
ective rural line building. We think 
that if anybody in a community can 
have electric service, everybody in 
that community ought to be able to 
get it. 

"Moreover, the expenditure of more 
than half a billion dollars for rural 
power lines will furnish direct em¬ 
ployment for a great many men and 

| women, including veterans. It wiH 
provide that employment all over the 
United States and away from the 
crowded industrial centers. In addi¬ 
tion, many millions will be spent for 
related electric facilities and that 
means work for plumbers and elec¬ 
tricians as well as work for those 
who make water pumps, light bulbs 
and home freezers. 

"This industrial stimulus will not 
be a temporary shot-in-the-arm dur¬ 
ing the reconversion period. Electri¬ 
fication of farms broadens the base 
of our national wealth. Our radio in¬ 
dustry, the market for domestic re¬ 
frigerators, the market for electric 
ranges does not depend in the cities 
upon the addition of new electric con¬ 
sumers. The business must be contin¬ 
uing.” 

Hits Back at 
Forces Inciting 
-IEA iissention 

"You are just whistling in the dark 
If you think you can separate the 
REA from the department of agri¬ 
culture,” Congressman W. R- Poage 
of the llth district of Texas told the 
convention delegates on the opening 
day. Warning them that it was the 
enemies of cooperatives who were 
sowing seeds of discord in order to 
divert their attention from the very 
foundation of their efforts, the Con¬ 
gressman continued: 

"There is not a chance in the 
world that this change will be made, 
as congress realizes the need of co¬ 
ordination to win this war.” 

Congressman Poage flayed the en¬ 
emies of cooperatives for causing in¬ 
ternal strife among cooperatives of 
the country, asserting that the efforts 
devoted to “fighting among your 
selves” could better be devoted to 
building stronger local, state and na 
tional organizations. It makes no dif¬ 
ference to the enemies of cooperatives 
whether REA remain in the depart¬ 
ment of agriculture or become an in¬ 
dependent agency of the government. 
Their only interest is to inject an in¬ 
ternal fight into the ranks of REA 
cooperatives in order that the struc¬ 
ture be weakened, he stated. 

Nicholson Lauds Program 
Vincent D. Nicholson, Deputy Ad¬ 

ministrator and General Counsel for 
REA, found hearty acceptance of his 
address given during the second day 
of the program. 

“This program combines the free 
private enterprise that has built this 
country of ours, and the strength that 
comes with the organized cooperative 
effort of individuals and groups. It 
utilizes the assistance of your gov¬ 
ernment, articulated through demo¬ 
cratic processes, for the promotion 
of the general welfare of the country, 
and is correlated closely with pre¬ 
vailing and general public opinion. 

“The government through the rural 
electrification administration plays a 
vital role in helping to bridge the 
gap of inequality in standards of liv¬ 
ing of large groups, and in direct 
contribution to employment and in¬ 
dustry." 

In speaking of the cooperatives as 
borrowing units, and as legal clients, 
he asserted that they have all been 
worthy of the trust and deciples of 
fairness. 

Continent-wide Speakers 
Giving continental breadth to the 

convention’s discussion of rural elec¬ 
trification were Herbert Cottingham, 
chairman of the Manitoba Power 
Commission, Canada, and Senor Don 
Gustavo Serrano, secretary of na¬ 
tional economy, Mexico. These 
speakers told delegates of their gov¬ 
ernments’ plans for electrifying farms 
and rural communities. 

Visualized by Canada's provinces 
is a plan for total coverage. The 
Province of Manitoba has taken the 
lead in the post-war electrification 
program:—and has worked out a plan 
that would be self-sustaining, oper¬ 
ated as a unit, and which would in¬ 
clude “both the highly remunerative 
and the lean” areas. 

“Our electricity is generated by 
waterpower,” said Mr. Cottingham, 
"and it is our opinion that the natural 
resources should be distributed, if at 
all possible, at the same cost to all 
rural people irrespective of their geo¬ 
graphical location to the source of 
power—here again with this object 
it is essential for one general pool.” 

Power to every farmer’s yard and 
a package of appliances “according 
to his means” is Manitoba’s postwar 
hope. Explaining that Manitoba has 
only one and a third farmers to the 
mile and that it cost about $673 to 
service a farmer before the war, Mr. 
Cottingham pointed out the essen¬ 
tiality that a farmer use power from 
the very beginning of service. Thus 
—the package idea. Three packages 
ranging from a $240 minimum pack¬ 
age to $1,382.50 “super” bundle in- 

Electrification, Cooperative Action Help 
Small Farms Hold Own, Says N.Y. Times 

Will the large corporation type of . tive buying and selling, 
agriculture with a “factories in the j Speaking directly on the growth of 
fields philosophy” replace the family j cooperatives, the Times said, "The 
size farm? The New York Times; third reason for optimism is the in¬ 
thinks not. In its chief editorial, Mon- j crease of cooperative buying and 
day, July 10, this paper pointed out selling. Farmers are individualistic 
that a “rural economy . . . based on by nature, but in the last twenty 
the small farm is part of our na- | years notable progress in cooperation 
tion s tradition. i has been achived. When farmers 

According to the Times, four factors learn how to handle cooperatives it 
are already in operation which will j will remove a major part c f the worst 
help family farming hold its own. 1 economic handicap American agricul- 
The factors are: the creation of small ture has faced: that is, buying at ic- 
powered machines to fit the average tail and selling at wholesale. Amer- 
farm; electrification of the nation’s ican industry has proved that mass 
farms; new industrial uses of farm production at small profit per unit is 
crops: and the increase of coopera- a sound basis of economy.” 

Thanks Harvey 
The Illinois REA News is 

grateful to Harvey Schermerhorn, 
editor of the Wisconsin REA 
News, for his “on the spot” cov¬ 
erage of the annual convention 
of the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative association in Texas. 
Harvey prepared all the material 
appearing in this issue on the 
NRECA meeting. 

eluding wiring of house and outbuild¬ 
ings, washing machine, miscellaneous 
appliances, refrigerator, motor and 
adaptor, radio, range pump, pressure 
water system, and vacuum cleaner 
would be sold the farmer upon his 
receipt of power. 

“We intend to sell them to the 
farmer at manufacturers’ cost less 
handling charges and will give them, 
if necessary, five years to pay for 
the appliances and three years for 
the wiring, ’ Mr. Cottingham ex¬ 
plained. University graduates tech¬ 
nically trained in agriculture and 
home economics would be employed 
to train rural consumers in the use 
and care of farm appliances, he 
added. 

Senor Don Gustavo Serrano re¬ 
vealed to convention delegates that ! 

the Mexican government will spend | 
100,000,000 pesos in the electrification 
of cities and town during 1945 and 
1946 in addition to money invested 
by private companies. 

He declared that the demand for 
electricity was growing at the rate 
of 100,000 additional horsepower 
each year but that industrial areas 
must be completely electrified before 
the rural areas will receive power. 

Within the next eight years the 
Mexican government expects tp have 
a capacity of at least 2,000,000 
horsepower. His country's largest 
electrical unit, a 40,000 horsepower 
hydro-electrical plant in southwest¬ 
ern Mexico was opened on Aug. 1. 
Two other units of 40,000 H.P. will 
be constructed soon, he declared. 

“Seventy per cent of Mexican elec¬ 
tricity is controlled by foreign enter¬ 
prise, American, English, and Can¬ 
adian, ’ Senor Serrano asserted. 

Full Range of Interest 
Other notable speakers on the two- 

day program covered the full range 
of interest to cooperative delegates. 
A. D. Peabody of Westinghouse 
spoke on Rural Market Development; 
Paul A. Walker of the Federal Com¬ 
munications Commission discussed 
Farm Communications After the 
War; and Guy W. Thaxton of REA 
spoke on the Development of Rural 
Electrification Engineering. Other 
talks were given by Clyde T. Schluet- 
er of the Mutual Liability Insurance 
Company of Wisconsin, Col. Dwight 
Horton of the Texas Selective Ser¬ 
vice System, and Dr. Paul J. Raver, 
Administrator of the Bonneville Pow¬ 
er Administration. 

Hertz Award Presented 
William Roberts, Manager of the 

Osceloa Electric Cooperative of Sib¬ 
ley, Iowa,, was the winner of the 
Stanton W. Hertz Award, given for 
the first time this year. The award, 
announced at the Chicago conven¬ 
tion last year, Is given under the aus¬ 
pices of the NRECA on the basis 
of the candidate’s technical contribu¬ 
tion in the field of rural overhead 

Clyde T. Ellis 
Is Surprise 

Texas Visitor 
Lieut. Clyde T. Ellis, executive 

manager of NRECA from the time its 
offices were established in Washing¬ 
ton until his enlistment in the Navy, 
was a surprise visitor at the conven¬ 
tion and appeared on the opening 
morning program. Lieut. Ellis, hale 
and hearty from active service in the 
North Atlantic and on missions to 
seven foreign countries, has found oc¬ 
casional opportunity to visit among 
and study agriculture and the cooper¬ 
ative movement abroad, and his con¬ 
vention topic was woven around a 
study of the Cooperative Wholesale 
Society of England. 

The Cooperative Wholesale So¬ 
ciety, Lieut. Ellis explained, is the 
outgrowth of the original Rochdale 
cooperative, which now consists of 
1,200 local societies in England, Scot¬ 
land, Wales and Erie, with a total 
membership of 9,000,000 families, do¬ 
ing an annual turnover in business of 
$4,000,000,000. As the guest of R. 
A. Palmer, General Secretary of the 
Cooperative Union and President of 
the National Congress of Coopera¬ 
tives, Lieut. Ellis spent two and a 
half days in the administration of¬ 
fices in Manchester, which occupy 
ten blocks of England’s second larg¬ 
est city. Mr. Palmer, in learning of 
the REA co-op organizations of this 
country, stated that he could see no 
practical difference between them and 
the Rochdales. 

In concluding his brief talk to the 
convention Lieut. Ellis left this 
thought with his former associates: 

"Just as in the military, organiza¬ 
tion is the key to victory} so, also, 
in this crusade, organization is your 
strength, your security, your hope of 
greatest possible success. May you 
not fail that possibility.” 

ST0NEMAN SPEAKS— 
President Stoneman, in presenting 

his report to the convention at the 
opening of the business session, re¬ 
viewed the accomplishments of 
NRECA during the past year; but he 
also recognized that mistakes had 
been made “in miftd but not in heart.” 

"It has been the policy of the 
board to act in what it considered the 
best interest of the association. We 
have endeavored not to make the 
same mistake twice. The by-laws now 
effective give greater spread to a 
democratic functioning of your assoc¬ 
iation. We need 100 per cent of the 
cooperatives in this organization and 
through a complete membership we 
can secure a greater solidification of 
interests and activities.” 

Mr. Stoneman, referring to the fi¬ 
nancial report, pointed out that al¬ 
though there had been a few with¬ 
drawals from membership during the 
past year, the 1944 dues exceeded the 
1943 dues by nearly $6,000. 

line design, construction or mainten¬ 
ance. Roberts, during the past year, 
has designed a one-man pole setting 
and lifting attachment for the co-op 
truck, which has enabled him to 
handle all of the line work alone, 
in addition to handling the manage¬ 
ment of the cooperative system. 
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NOMINATION COMMITTEE 
MEETING 

The nominating committee consist¬ 
ing of a member from each of the five 
counties met at the project office on 
January 10, and made their recom¬ 
mendations for directors to be pre¬ 
sented before the members at the 
annual meeting. The recommenda¬ 
tions for the coming year were as 
follows: 

Alexander Co.—Wm. Planert and 
Otto Finger. 

Johnson Co.—Sam Brown. 
Massac County—Lewis C. John¬ 

son and Otis Nutty. 
Union County—Frank Kimber and 

W. J. Rendlemen. 
Pulaski County — Clyde Hogen- 

dobler and K. R. Douglas. 

FIELD ENGINEER 
During the first part of January, we 

had a visit from the field engineer, 
Mr. Russell E. Payne. His visits are 
very helpful to the cooperative espe¬ 
cially to the manager and to the field 
personnel. They are toward unify¬ 
ing the work which is being done in 
the field, so it is up specifications as 
set by REA, and also any new 
developments that are brought up, 
can be followed correctly. During 
the present emergency it is con¬ 
siderable substitutions necessary in 
order to get the work done. Mr. 
Payne has attempted to work out 
a schedule so he can call on the co¬ 
operatives at least every four to six 
weeks. He has served 18 months 
with the signal corps, as a civilian, 
who was loaned to the signal corps 
by REA, and has now been back as 
field engineer only two months. 

WIRING INSPECTOR 
The wiring inspector is back on the 

job, and we wish to inform all mem¬ 
bers not inspected, that it will be ne¬ 
cessary that their wiring pass REA 
inspection. If you have any addi¬ 
tional wiring, it would be best to have 
it inspected also. It has been called to 
our attention that some members feel 
that when their wiring is done by our 
regulation wiremen it is not necessary 
to pass inspection. This is not the 
case. Wiring must be inspected, re¬ 
gardless of who the wireman was. 
Please have your $2.50 inspection fee 
ready when the inspector calls on you 
or mail it to the office. 

PAYMENT OF BILL 
IMPORTANT! 

In the past it has been the habit of 
some individuals to continually pay 
their bill each month, without pre¬ 
senting a reading, or sheet, at which 
time, it is necessary for the billing 
clerk to make an estimate bill. Later 
on when an actual reading is brought 
in, in most cases, there will be a usage 
of kilowatts which have not been 
paid for, and it is necessary to charge 
for them. The member does not feel 
he owes it, even though he knows no 
reading was brought in. In the fu¬ 
ture, (Final approval to be given at 
the annual meeting) to avoid com¬ 
plications later on, between the office 
and the consumer, to keep your rec¬ 
ords as well as ours correct, no bill 
will be accepted, without the presen¬ 
tation of your meter reading sheet, 
or an absolute reading. Please bear 
this in mind when paying your bill. 

The reason for this policy is due 
to the fact, that when this incident 
occurs, it become necessary for us 
to go back and change our supposed¬ 
ly established records to agree with 
the readings: look up our reading 
sheets to assure that none was sent 
In which results in going through 
some 2,000 sheets. It causes confu¬ 
sion between the office and consumer, 
In addition to much extra work. In 
the future, it will be necessary that 
we have definite proof that the indi¬ 
vidual was not able to secure a read¬ 
ing, before we shall accept payment 
of his bill without the reading. Please 
may we have your cooperation. 

DANGEROUS WIRING I 

During the middle of January, we 
had a very near catastrophy here at 
Dongola, (Not on our REA project) 
relative to the improper use of elec¬ 
tricity. We have insisted that our 
wiremen consider very carefully, the 
installation of electrical facilities near 
any water faucet, wherein an individ¬ 
ual could come in contact with elec¬ 
tricity and the grounded water pipes. 
Mrs. M. A. Davis just recently 
had occasion to put some water in a 
baby bottle warmer, and as we have 
the story, the switch was turned off 
on the light, a receptacle from which 
this warmer was receiving its energy, 
but undoubtedly the switch was not 
placed in the proper wiring, that is 
it was placed in the neutral instead 
of the hot and it is true that the 
switch was turned off the light, but 
upon contact with a grounded object, 
it caused the flow of current through 
the individual making the connection. 
It is our understanding that she re¬ 
ceived a very serious shock and re¬ 
quired considerable work upon the 
part of neighbor’s to restore circula¬ 
tion to her arms. This could have 
been fatal, had the electricity passed 
through her body, rather than her 
arms. It is our understanding that 
she had the warmer, and in an at¬ 
tempt to place water in it, placed it 
under the faucet and started to turn 
on the faucet causing a direct cur¬ 
rent. 

This is one of the reason that the 
Cooperative insists the wiring jobs 
be inspected and that they have re¬ 
liable and competent wiremen to make 
installations. During the recent trips 
of our wiring inspetcor, we have ! 

the member had a satisfactory wiring 
job to start, and that he took it up¬ 
on himself to string a little extra wire, 
having no idea as to the safety or 
proper methods. Later on, the mem¬ 
bers find a short and they use up 
considerable electricity. They have 
asked the Cooperative to make ad¬ 
justments in cases of this sort, but 
the board has gone on record, that in 
the future, any trouble, due to un¬ 
authorized wiring, will not be cor¬ 
rected. No adjustment will be made. 

Of extreme importance to those 
members who have been waiting so 
long for electricity, the wire for the 
completion of the B Section is now 
on hand and the contractor is to be 
here Tuesday, Janaury 16, to start 
completion of contract. 

CONTINUANCE OF PROPOSED 
LOCKER PLANT FOR 

OUR PROJECT 
Due to the inclement weather it 

was impossible for the representatives 
of the various farm bureaus to be 
present at the meeting held at the 
project office on December 11. But 
it was discussed by the board mem¬ 
bers, and the feeling was that it was 
best to table this until next meeting, 
when we hope these representatives 
can be with us. 

OUTAGES 
During the last month, there have 

been tAvo outages on the C line, serv¬ 
ing the lower end of Massac County. 
Both of them have been man made, 
and was through no fault of the Co¬ 
operative or personnel that the dura¬ 
tion of these outages were as long as 
they were. First, the outage which 
was all of the line below Ed Wiede- 
man’s, east of Metropolis, at the 
black top, was caused by some indi¬ 
vidual throwing the flag pole chain 
over the high line, the flag had been 
moved at one time, by the Coopera¬ 
tive personnel. This shorted the line 
and it was necessary that the chain 
be cut from the line. This outage 
happened late one evening and it 
was late that night before the men 
could get the line back in service. It 
is the duty of each and every member" 
to inform their children of the danger 
of throwing wire and chain on the 
high line, as well as throwing and 
shooting at the insulators. 

The second outage was the one 
which occurred the 8th, and was an 
all day outage, so Jx> speak. This was 
caused by some individual who evi¬ 
dently had more ammunition than 
game, and shot three insulators off 
the line just north of Dombush gar¬ 
age at Unionville, 111. The boys got 

this call at 10:00 one morning, and 
due to the fact that they had already 
gone, it was noon before they could 
be located. The breaker was kicked 
back into service, and it held, but the 
men in order to be sure the line was 
OK, patrolled the line. They arrived 
back at the office about 5:30, ami 
were here just a few minutes, when 
notified the line was out again. It 
was again necessary to patrol, and 
it was found three insulators had 
been shot. 

This is not only an expensive prac¬ 
tice, but is very dangerous, and wTe 
urge all members to inform their 
neighbors, and children of this fact. 
Any individual caught doing this, 
w ill be subject to punishment. 

BREAKERS 
Several of the oil circuit breakers 

were installed this week by the crew, 
and upon the receipt of the others, 
the first of the year, they will also be 
installed, after which time, our entire 
project will be protected by these 
breakers. 

MOTORS 
We have a few motors on hand, 

and any one desiring these motors, 
should get in touch with the office. 
We have a few 3 and 5 h.p. motors 
for use on feed mills. 

, ELECTRIC APPLIANCE 
This week, we received a shipment 

of six irons, and although they are 
gone by now, we urge each of you 
who want this type of equipment, to 
leave your name at the office, so you 
can be notified when they come in. 

NEW TRUCK 
The Cooperative has purchased a 

new truck, on which a hole digger is 
being mounted. This will enable us 
to complete some of the many exten¬ 
sions "which are accumulating. 

B2 COMPLETION 
For the information of those indi¬ 

viduals on the proposed line of wrhich 
the contractor has set poles and com¬ 
plete other than stringing wire, we 
are very glad to announce, that the 
wire has been shipped from Bay 
Way, New Jersey on Nov. 13. It 
should, with any shipping conditions 
at all, arrive within the next few 
days. Perhaps we shall get a larger 
portion of the wire strung before 
Christmas, which in our estimate 
would be the greatest Christmas pres¬ 
ent any one could have. 

Unauthorized Connections To 
Power Line 

During the last month there has 
been brought to the attention of the 
office, that there have been some un¬ 
authorized connections on our power 
line. This is to inform each and ev¬ 
ery member that any unauthorized 
connection on the line will be dealt 
with accordingly, and service may be 
taken from the premises. We have 
one connection in Unionville on which 
the wiring was not up to specifica¬ 
tions and the contractor did not com¬ 
plete the installation. For this reason, 
the wireman or possibly the member 
decided that they would have service 
but upon the visit of our maintenance 
force during an outage, we found this 
individual had made all of the wiring 
connections into the house. For the 
individual or the member, who are 
inclined to do this work, please be 
informed that this is a violation of 
law. Also it is a very dangeruos 
practice. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
The annual meeting will be held 

at the usual place, the early part of 
February, definite date to be an¬ 
nounced later. Our speaker we hope, 
will be Mr. Larry Colvis, who is the 
Father of REA” in southern Illinois. 

For attendance prizes, the first 100 
to register, will each receive a 100 
watt light bulb. First prize is a year's 
minimum bill, second prize is a half 
year s minimum bill, third prize is 
three month’s minimum. Entertain¬ 
ment will be furnished by Chelsie 
Williams and his family. Plan now 
to attend this most important meet¬ 
ing. A free box lunch will be served. 
Cards will be mailed for the reserva¬ 
tion of this lunch, please return your 
card promptly. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
The nomination committee was ap¬ 

pointed at the board meeting Dec. 11, 
and the following members were 

Lorraine Minnaert, Atkinson Girl, 
Weds Warren Carton 

Atkinson — Lorraine Minnaert, 
youngest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ed Minnaert, became the bride of 
Warren Carton, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Mel! Carton of Cornwall township 
at 3:00 o’clock Saturday, Jan. 6 in 
St. Anthony’s Catholic church. 

The Rev. Lyford Kern celebrated 
the nuptial high mass and performed 
the single-ring ceremony. St. An¬ 
thony’s school choir sang, accom¬ 
panied by the Rev. Mr. Cassidy at 
the organ. Acolytes were Vernon 
Minnaert, cousin of the bride, and 
Gerald Cow'dls, cousin of the bride¬ 
groom. 

The bride wore a white satin floor- 
length gown, with fitted bodice, long 
bishop sleeves, embroidered seed pearl 
neckline and full skirt extending into 
a long train. Her finger-tip veil of 
illusion, edged in bride’s lace, was 
helc^ in place with a halo of seed 
pearls. She carried an arm bouquet 
of white roses. 

Shirley Carton, sister of the bride¬ 
groom, wms maid of honor. Her floor- 
length gown was pink with fitted 
taffeta bodice and full chiffon skirt. 
Miss Donna Mae Minnaert, cousin of 
the bride, was bridesmaid. She wore 
an aqua blue chiffon gown with 
sweetheart neckline, short puffed 
sleeves, shirred bodice and full skirt. 
Both wore circular veils and tiaras 
to match their dresses and carried 
arm bouquets of pink roses. Their 
pearl necklaces were gifts of the bride. 

Kenneth VanDeWoestyne, cousin 
of the bride, was best man and Rich¬ 
ard Vyneman, cousin of the bride¬ 
groom, was usher. 

Mrs. Minnaert, mother of the 
bride, wore an aqua blue dress with 
black accessories and Mrs. Carton 
wore blue with black accessories. 
Botfi had pink rose shoulder corsages. 

Immediately following the cere¬ 
mony, "wedding breakfast wTas served 
at the Geneseo cafe for the bridal 
party. At noon dinner was served to 
approximately 110 relatives and 
frieijids at the home of the bride’s 
parents. Waitresses were Marion 
Lievens, Laureen Hamilton, Rita 
Doubler and Rosemary VanHerzeele. 
They "wore tiny pink, blue and white 
aprons, gifts of the bride. Mrs. Le¬ 
ona Oberle, Mrs. Triphon DePauw, 
and Mrs. Roy Hoogerwerf prepared 
the meal. 

Mrs. Carton attended Atkinson 
schools. Mr. Carton received his 
education in Annawmn schools and 
is engaged in farming with his father. 
Thq couple entertained relatives 
and friends at a wedding dance that 
evening at Sturtewagon’s hall in At- 
kinsion. The groom’s father, Mell 
Carton is a member of the Coopera¬ 
tive, 

' * * * 

Mrs. Ted Fowler of Geneseo un- 
derewent a major operation in Gene- 
sec hospital January 9. The Fowlers 
are members of our Co-op. 

j Moline Public Hospital, where sev« 
I eral stitches were required to clos» 

a deep gash under his eye. Donald 
: is a pupil at Sharon Center school, 
j Mr. and Mrs. Peterson are menu 
i bers of the Co-op. 

★ ★ * 

Mr. and Mrs. G. E. Halting of 
i Geneseo will leave tomorrow t* 
spend a few weeks with their son-in¬ 
law and daughter. Lt. and Mrs. O. Vt 
Gustus and son, Ralph, near River* 
side, Calif. Mr. and Mrs. Hultinfl 
are member of the Co-op. 

* * * 

June McHenry, daughter of Mfli 
and Mrs. Burdette McHenry of north 
of Geneseo, has accepted the position 
of stenographer in the office of Mabel 
Brown, attorney. Mr. and Mrs. Me* 

; Henry are members of the Co-op, 
* * * 

, Devoy Funeral Is Held in Atkinson 
|. Atkinson — Funeral services for 
| Hurley DeVoy, 54, who died in hi* 
I farm home southwest of Atkinson 
j about 6 Tuesday evening, December 
j 19 after an extended illness, wer* 
! held in the Vandemore funeral horn* 
: and at 2 in the Congregational 
| church, with the Rev. William Rich* 
ards in charge. Burial was in St. An* 
thony’s Catholic church cemetery 
south of Atkinson. 

Hurley Edward DeVoy was bom 
in Cornwall township, the son of 

i Minnie Lane DeVoy and the lat# 
: Thomas DeVoy, July 14, 1890. Hf 
| married Stephanie Verdeghem of 
j Cornwall township Feb. 14, 1917. 

Survivors, besides the widow, art 
1 his mother in Atkinson: one sistefi 
j Mrs. Myrtle Werkheiser of Geneseo, 

and a niece, Aline Werkheiser, of 
"fjeneseo. ( 

Mr. DeVoy was a member of tht 
i Co-op. 

★ * tfr 

Mrs. Edgar Pearson underwent s 
major operation in Geneseo Hospital 

| December 15. 

Farm Epipmmt 
Outlook Not Too 
(ksd For 1£45 

Farm equipment will not be u 
‘ free as was expected in announce- 
! ments made last fall, although repair 
parts will probably be more plenti¬ 
ful, it was learned. 

A forecast of what can be ex- 
| pected follows: 

Tractors—Last year 180,000 wheel- 
type machines were available. Out¬ 
look this year is for between 150,- 
000 and 160,000. 

Lumber—Critically short. 
Metal roofing and siding—Same a* 

[ last year. 
Gasoline—Enough for farm work 

! probable. 
i Electric motors—Same a^ in 1944. 

Fence—Manufacturers authorized 
| to increase output of wire fence 

and netting. No shortages expected in 
nails, staples, bale tiles and pipe. 

Farm chain—Expected to be ade¬ 
quate. 

Shotgun shells—Fewer. 
Milk Cans—Less than formerly, but 

expected to be enough to meet farm 
needs. 

Hillsdale Boy, 9, Kicked by Cow 
Hillsdale — Donald Peterson, 9- 

year-old son of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Peterson, incurred painful injuries 
when he was kicked in the face by 
a cow January 6. He was taken to 

chosen. Pope County—M. Wool- 
ridgj>;; Pulaski County—J. H. Wiet- 
ing and Aoudy Eddleman; Alexander 
County—John Abercrombie and Eu¬ 
gene Jordan; Union County—Roy 
Poole and John Aldridge; Massac 
County—Wm. Giltner and Loren 
Chick; Johnson County—Member at 
large—Dan R. Davie. There will be 
no director elected from Pope Coun¬ 
ty, inasmuch as the by-laws do not 
permit, and there is such a small 
mileage of line in Pope County. How¬ 
ever the member of the nomination 
committee has a right to make nom¬ 
inations for director of Massac 
County. 

Fertilizer—Less than last year, ex¬ 
cept potash which will be 20 per¬ 
cent better. Nitrogen and super¬ 
phosphate supplies, however, will 
exceed pre-war levels by 60 percent. 

New building—Shut down com¬ 
pletely; new order cancels allow¬ 
ance of new farm construction up 
to $1000. Construction work must 
have authorization of War Produc¬ 
tion ffcard. 

Increase in Pig 
Production for 
New Year Asked 

Farmers are being urged by War 
Food Administrator Marvin Jone* to 
increase pig production to meet 
spring goals. He also announced ex¬ 
tension of price support at present 
levels until March 1, 1946. 
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HENRY KAISER 
IS GIVEN FFA 

AWARD FOR 1944 
The Rural Electrification program 

has made it possible for rural youth 
of America to enlarge their 4-H and 
Future Farmers of America programs 
through the use of Electricity to fur- 
their projects. 

An outstanding example is that of 
FFA member, Henry R. Kaiser, 
Greenview, who recently received 
the degree of American Farmer, at a 
meeting held in Kansas City, Mo. 
This national organization of boys 
“Studying Vocational Agriculture" 
was founded in 1928 to give national 
recognition each year to farm youth 
who are doing outstanding work 
with their chosen FFA projects. 

“Hank” Kaiser, as he is called by 
the hundreds of rural youth with 
whom he associates, is a member of 
the Greenview chapter of the Future 
Farmers of America. His home is 
*ix miles east of Greenview. He re¬ 
sided with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Fred J. Kaiser, until he enlisted in 
the Navy. Hank is 19 years of age. 
His likes and dislikes are the same 
as the large majority of American 
youth. Every red blooded American 
lad has a hobby. Hank had several- 
until he finally became interested in 
a 4-H program in his local neighbor¬ 
hood. 

Started Young 
. As Hank tells it: “My interest in 

farming began nine years ago. It 
was then that I enrolled in our local 
4-H club. My project was a pure¬ 
bred Bfewn Swiss dairy calf. This 
calf was outstanding and oyer the 
years has a very good show record. 
This entry won two red ribbons and 
four blue ribbons including a first 
prize at the Illinois state fair. She 
was also reserve grand champion at 
the Menard county fair and is the 
foundation from which I have built 
my 14-head herd of Brown Swiss 
cattle. 

“Entrance into high school and the 
study of vocational agriculture en¬ 
couraged my interest* in developing 
and expanding my livestock project 
program. The encouragement re¬ 
ceived from my two vocational agri¬ 
cultural instructors, C. N. DeHard 
and M. J. Worthington, who succed- 
ed Mr. DeHart at the Greenview 
high school, helped me considerably 
in furthering these activities. 

“In my freshman year at Green¬ 
view high school I started my project 
of Shropshire sheep and Duroc hogs. 
Each year following, the flocks and 
herd increased in size until I entered 
the Navy, at which time I had a 
herd of 103 Duroc jhogs, 14 Brown 
Swiss cattle and 16 Shropshire sheep. 
I also carried a soy bean and corn 
proect along with the livestock 
projects. 

REA Helps 
“The coming of REA service 

which permitted the wiring of our 
outbuildings so that electricity was 
available made it- possible to give 
better attention to our livestock and 
provided light and heat for our 
homemade pig brooders. Electricity 
enabled me to have more time to 
spend in developing my FFA project 
program.” 

To receive recognition and qualify 
for the degree of American Farmer, 
it is necessary that the applicant out¬ 
line his project activity program from 
the time he becomes a member of the 
Future Farmers of America organiza¬ 
tion. The data submitted by Henry 
indicates that he received $3,725.27 
as his net income from his FFA 
projects. In addition to winning 158 
ribbons for exhibits, he also received 
$1,028.55 in cash awards. 

At the 1943 state FFA convention 
he received one of the two milk pro¬ 
duction awards sponsored by the Ros- 
zell company. The same year Henry 
also exhibited a Shropshire lamb 
which was judged the grand cham¬ 
pion market lamb of the show. This 
lamb was the highest selling market 
lamb for 1943. Also in 1943 young 
Kaiser received third place in the 
state FFA public speaking contest 

Personal Note 1 

PLYWOOD TUBING 
A new process of manufacturing 

tubes of plywood which may be used 
for piping in irrigation systems and 
for pipelines where acid resistance 
and lack of electrolytic action is im¬ 
portant, has been announced. 

If you haven’t tried Mrs. Irene 

Schirmer’s recipe for lemon cake pie 

which was printed in last month’s 
Switch Clickers column you are miss¬ 

ing something grand. Mrs. Alfred 

Johnson, Harrisburg, Southeastern 

Illinois Electric Cooperative writes 
that she tried the recipe and that “it 
was very good!” Mrs. Schirmer who 
lives in Royalton is also a member of 
Southeastern Co-op. 

SO YOU WANT TO KNOW—What to do after the fire is over! The pictures above give you some idea 
of what can be expected. To the left, Fae Brown, Southwestern Illinois Electric cooperative, hangs up water- 
soaked records in hopes that they'll dry in readable fashion. At the left, Lorene Erdley, bookeeper, Beulah Stever, 
clerk, and Lela Hohl, assistant bookkeeper, dig into salvaged files trying to put the right papers back in the right 
places. Slacks are not only needed, but essential, the girls say—and they could be right 

HENRY KAISER'S IN THE NAVY NOW—but farming was his first 
love and won him the large number of ribbons and awards shown above. 
These pictures also show Henry in pre-service days using an electrical im¬ 
mersion water wamer, while a milking machine stands nearby ready for use. 
REA service, he says, played a big part in helping him win his coveted 
Future Farmer award. —Photos by Monty Montague of REA. 

tion)*, Richard L. and Faye Smith*, 

Leo Jackson*, W. H. Deters (Service 

Connection) *, S. M. and Beryl G« 

Toland*, Ben and Hannah McClel¬ 
land*, Lafe and Mildred Powell*, 
Joe and Elva Aiken, Arley and Mil* 
dred Pritchett0, Clifford and Elvere 
Prather*, Chas. and Frances Shra¬ 
der*, Chas. E. and Nora Hale*, Rev. 
Delbert and Mary Wyatt, John C. 
and Iva Hokamp*, Edward W. and 
Henrietta Muder*, Harry and Mabel 
Hanke*, L. M. and Lulu C. Smith*, 
Elizabeth E. and Howard Bartlow*, 
Ralph M. and Lola E. Greene*. 

Note: Asterisk indicates an exten¬ 
sion built under WPB rules and regu¬ 
lations. 

★ ★ * 

New Appliances 
Victor Aden, hog waterer; Lewis 

Barnes, chicken waterer; Darwin 
Bartlow, cream separator; C. F. Bien- 
hoff, water system; Joe Bordenkirch- 
er, lights in laying house; Willis 
Boyd, motor to water system; Rollin 
Chamberlin, cleaner; Cecil Cunning¬ 
ham, air compressor unit; J. J. Dut¬ 
ton, furnace blower; Daniel Gallaher, 
iron, washer, motor on pump; Louise 
Hornecker, poultry fountain; Thomas 
D. Lewis, chicken waterer; Robert D. 
McClintock, desk lamp; Lewis Mittel- 
berg, iron; H. A. Murray, motor for 
deep well; Emerson Marshall, stoker; 
Arthur Snyder, sweeper; Joseph Wal¬ 
lace, motor and pump jack; Camden 
Garage, drill; Loran Robbins, motors 
for pump and washer. 

Annual Meeting 

FEBRUARY 22ND IS RED-LET¬ 
TER DAY FOR EVERY CO-OP¬ 
ERATIVE MEMBER WHEN IT 
MARKS THE SIXTH ANNUAL 
MEETING OF THE MEMBER¬ 
SHIP. PLANS ARE IN THE 
MAKING AT PRESENT AND 
FURTHER INFORMATION RE¬ 
GARDING THIS MEETING WILL 
BE ANNOUNCED LATER. 

Nearly an egg a day for every 

civilian in 1945 with plenty for 
military and lend-lease require¬ 
ments is the revised goal for 
farm egg production as an¬ 
nounced by the War Food Ad¬ 
ministration. 

The revision represents a com¬ 
plete change in policy for WFA 
which had requested farmers to 
reduce their flocks sharply to 
avoid another glut in the spring. 
The new plan is to cut produc¬ 
tion only slightly below that of 
1944. The 1945 program calls 
for 347 eggs for each civilian, an 
increase of 49 eggs over the 
1935-39 pre-war consumption. 

in Pictures 

held at 1 the University of Illinois. 

Other activities of this young Amer¬ 

ican farmer have included stock 

judging, athletics and a definite in¬ 
terest in his class work at school. . 

Early this year “Hank” Kaiser 
was a guest of radio station WLS 
Chicago, in recognition of having 
been recommended for the degree of 
American Farmer by the State FFA 
organization. Following his gradua¬ 
tion from the Greenview High School, 
Henry enlisted February 24, 1944 in 
the Navy V-5 program. He was in¬ 
ducted in May and assigned to 
Olathe, Kansas. After receiving his 
probationary training he was reas¬ 
signed to a base in California, and is 
now completing his training there. 

The Illinois REA News and the 
Menard Electric Cooperative, of 
which Henry’s parents are members, 
join in extending congratulations to 
“American Farmer” Henry R. Kaiser 
for his fine work and achievements. 

High KWH Users 
Royal Jackson  622 
Ray E. Thompson  537 
Earl Tenhouse  476 
Henry Ihrig  461 
Wm. Eifert    450 
Mrs. Anna Wall  426 
Sam R. Woman  397 
I. W. Johnson  394 
Jacob Jacobsen    391 
Robert Lawler, Jr 387 
C. O. Thompson  386 
Duncan Bros   385 
Earl Dralle  380 
Emil Sherrick  366 
Arthur Walford    366 
Tom Kirkpatrick  1..1 360 
Ralph McCormick  351 
Anna Grubb  350 
Frank Shriver  341 
C. M. Ridings  340 
Menhard Buss  336 
Raymond Leeper  325 
John Laswell  321 
Burton Chamberlain ^ 318 
Fred Keene  306 
Edw. Althoff  301 
R. B. Putman  301 
Philip Balzer  296 
Clyde Willard  293 
John Sargent  284 
Michael Metzer  283 
Roy Morton  281 
Elmer Albsmeyer  279 
J. O. McNeff  278 
Herbert Orr  278 
Oscar Dedert  :. 276 
Zelma Waner  270 
Samuel Markert  268 
Ralph Morton  268 
Arthur Tenhouse  268 
J. D. Blauser  265 
Harm H. Aden  259 
James R. Thompson  251 

Commercial 
Liberty High School  1190 
Town of Camden   759 
Wheelhouse Coal Co  630 
Harry Hertzler     625 
Green Lantern   491 
Ruth Miller ...<=  489 
Geo. Kestner Store   482 
Clayton Waterworks   399 
E. P. Gross   382 

• * * 

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 
DECEMBER 

Total Billing  $7,473.85 
Average Bill  $4.52 
Average KWH Used   73 
Total KWH Sold  121,246 
Total Members Billed  1,652 

A * * 

New Members 
Kenneth C. and Gladys Hill*, Har¬ 

rison and Mabel Mabie, Fahiola C. 
and C. A. Moorman*, R. E. and 
Mary V. Marshall, Joseph D. Smith*, 
Joseph D. Smith (Service Connec¬ 

What to do ... After Fire Is Over Shown 

NEWS FROM 

Adams 
Camp Point, 111. 

DEAN SEARLS» Supt. 
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NEWS FROM 

Menard 
Petersburg, 111. 

A. E. BECKER, Mgr. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
Feb. 24, 1945, is the date of your 

Cooperative’s 8th annual meeting. 
The meeting will be held in the Farm 
Bureau Auditorium at Petersburg, 
Illinois on that date starting at 11:30 
B. m. Sound movies will be shown 
until 1:00 p. m. at which time the 
meeting will be called to order by 
President Henry B. Colby. 

Business to be transacted includes 
the election of a new board of direct¬ 
ors and the discussion of plans for 
the extension of new distribution 
lines. Reports will be presented by 
officers and by Manager A. E. 
Becker. 

A special musical program will be 
presented by Gorsek's orchestra of 
Springfield. Speakers include Wil¬ 
liam J. Neal, acting administrator of 
the Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion and D. B. Bidle, instructor for 
the Illinois REA safety and job train¬ 
ing program. 

Jack Price, magician and entertain¬ 
er will present “Twenty Minutes of 
Magic” during the afternoon’s pro¬ 
gram. 

One 100 watt light bulb will be 
given to each of the first one hundred 
members that register. At the close 
of the program five bi-monthly ener¬ 
gy bills totalling $6.70 each will be 
awarded. The Westinghouse Electric 
Manufacturing Company, Peoria has 
sent one Westinghouse automatic 
electric iron and a J4 h-P* motor to be 
awarded at the same time. 

This is YOUR annual meeting. It 
is your business and you owe it to 
yourself and fellow members to be 
present. The program has been ar¬ 
ranged to be of interest to your en¬ 
tire family. You are expected to at¬ 
tend and bring them with you. 

The present members of your co¬ 
operative board of directors are: 

Henry Colby, president, Pleasant 
Plains, 111. 

Homer T. Brown, vice president. 
New Holland, 111. 

Wm. Montgomery, secretary-treas¬ 
urer, Petersburg, 111. 

Mike Basso, Chandlerville, 111. 
Ben Cave, Easton, 111. 
E. C. Lewis, Ashland, 111. 
H. D. Shellhammer, Mt. Pulaski, 

111. 
C. Nelson Worner, Manito, 111.' 
Archie Zook, Athens, 111. 
Note: Formal notice of this meet¬ 

ing with proxy for voting (in the 
event you are unable to attend) have 
already been mailed to you. 

# * * 

YOU AND MEMBERS O F 
YOUR FAMILY ARE EXPECTED 
TO ATTEND YOUR COOPERA¬ 
TIVE’S ANNUAL MEETING AT 
PETERSBURG, FEBRUARY 24th. 

The following is a summary of the 
program to be given: 

10 a. m.-l:00 p. m., Registration. 
11a. m.-12:30 p. m., Sound Movies 
12:30 p. m.-l:00 p. m.. Music, Gor- 

sek’s Orchestra. 
1:00 p. m., meeting called to order. 
Reading of reports. 
Music, Gorseks’ Orchestra. 
Safety Demonstration, D. B. Bidle, 

instructor, Illinois REA safety and 
Job training program. 

Twenty Minutes of Magic, Jack 
Price, magician and entertainer. 

Address, William J. Neal, acting 
administrator REA. 

Presentation of Awards. 
+ * » 

AGR. CONFERENCE 
APPRECIATED 

The following letter was received 
from Morris H. Banner, chairman, 
Illinois vocational agricultural teach¬ 
ers, District 12. It refers to the Vo¬ 
cational Agricultural Instructors Con¬ 
ference sponsored November 30th, 
1944, by your Cooperative. 

Tri-City High School 
Buffalo, Illinois 
Dec. 12, 1944. 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
Petersburg, Illinois 

Gentlemen: 
As chairman of the Illinois Associa¬ 

tion of Vocational Agricultural 
Teachers in Sec. 12, and as an indi¬ 
vidual teacher who benefited greatly 
thereby, may I thank and congratu¬ 
late you for putting on an effective 
all-day meeting November 30th at 
the Abraham Lincoln Hotel. Such 
meetings have great value to us agri¬ 
culture teachers: first, because they 
keep us up to date on things electri¬ 
cal; second, because your carefully 
planned program brings to our atten¬ 
tion many items of equipment which 
serve to make farming easier and 
more profitable; third, these meetings 
keep us forward-looking in the field 
of Rural Electrification; and, fourth, 
they promote a spirit of good fellow¬ 
ship and understanding which can 
only make for greater unity in future 
rural problems, electrical and other¬ 
wise. 

Again, my hearty thanks, 
Yours truly. 

(Signed) Morris H. Banner, 
Chairman, Sec. 12 
111. Assn. Voc. Agr. 
Teachers. 
♦ * * 

R.E.A. SAFETY CONFERENCE 
Manager A. E. Becker and Line- 

foreman Harry A. Houseworth at¬ 
tended a conference for the line fore¬ 
men in St. Louis during December. 
This conference was sponsored by the 
safety division of REA for all Illi¬ 
nois line foremen and managers. The 
purpose of this conference is to keep 
these men informed with the latest 
information on line construction de¬ 
tails and to emphasize safety precau¬ 
tions in all construction and mainten¬ 
ance of distribution lines. This Infor¬ 
mation was presented and discussed 
at a meeting of our maintenance men 
following the return of Mr. Becker 
and Mrs. Houseworth from this con¬ 
ference. 

* * * 

N.R.E.C.A. CONVENTION 
Your cooperative was well repre¬ 

sented at the national convention of 
the National Rural Electric Coopera¬ 
tives Association held in San An¬ 
tonio, Texas, January 16-17, 1945. 
Manager A. E. Becker, who Is chair¬ 
man of the N.R.E.C.A. Post-War 
Planning Committee, appeared on the 
convention program and made a re¬ 
port on the work of his committee. 
Others attending from your cooper¬ 
ative were: Directors William H. 
Montgomery and Mrs. Montgomery; 
E. Clyde Lewis and Mrs. Lewis; C. 
Nelson Worner and Mrs. Worner; 
Homer T. Brown and Mrs. Brown; 
and Fred E. Darr. Mr. Darr was a 
member of the Convention Detail Ar¬ 
rangements Committee. 

* * * 

NEWS ABOUT YOUR 
NEIGHBORS 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Hollis, of the 
Barkley school community, north of 
Petersburg, were guests at a pot luck 
supper and farewell party held re¬ 
cently for them by their neighbors. 
The party was arranged by Mr. and 
Mrs. James Park and other neighbors 
as a gesture of good will to the Hol¬ 
lis’ who plan to to move in the near 
future to their new home in Peters¬ 
burg. 

Following the pot luck supper a 
short program was presented. James 
Park, Harry Neuman, Shreve Squires 
and several other neighbors expressed 
themselves by extending Mr. and 
Mrs. Hollis the best wishes from the 
Barkley community. Sound movies 
were shown by your cooperative to 
complete the program. The party was 
held at the Barkley school. 

* * * 

Among the community clubs or¬ 
ganized last fall on our system is the 
one connected with Munger school. 
Tallula. The school had been closed 
for two years and re-opened this 
fall. The opening for Munger school 
was an incentive for the Community 
club to reorganize. 

* # «■ 

Several interesting programs have 
been presented since the club’s reor-1 
ganization. 

Officers of the Munger School \ 
Community Club are: Mrs. Chas.' 

NEWS FROM 

Rural Electric 
Divemon, HI. 

B. F. SNIVELY, Supt. 

Since issuing our last column letter, 
we have had about every kind of 
weather with the exception of light¬ 
ning that we would rather not have 
wished on us; so w? are not getting 
the connections made as fast as we 
wish. It looks, at this wriitng, as 
though conditions are not going to 
improve real soon. We have been 

! able to get a small amount of ma¬ 
terial released for U-l-c connections 
which we are very thankful for, and 
which will also be used up in a very 
short time on the LT-l-c’s which and 
have been waiting and which have 
been approved for a long time. In 
spite of all the bad weather, we man¬ 
aged to get ten U-l-c’s constructed 
and connected and eleven U-l-F con¬ 
nections. 

* * * 

Along with the bad weather and 
other routine headaches, we lost our 
very efficient cashier and assistant 
bookkeeper, Miss Lucille Peters, who 
resigned to become the bride of Lt, 
John Allen, and is now residing in 
New York City. The best of every¬ 
thing to you and Lt. Allen, Lucille. 
From the entire gang. 

* * * 

We are very busy at this date pre¬ 
paring for the annual meeting of this 
cooperative, which will be held on 
Monday, February 5. We do ex¬ 
pect a very large attendance at that 
time. 

Again January 1 has rolled around 
and past us by. We are just a year 
older, expanded some, and have ap¬ 
proximately 108 more members than 
we had a year ago. We sincerely 
hope that the restrictions on material 
will be taken off or released enough 
so that we can push the construction 
and connection of members, so that 
most of the people that are waiting 
for service can be connected before 
another January passes by. 

At this time I wish to insert a short 
letter sent in by one of our apprecia¬ 
tive members. “Dear Sir: I would 
like to express my appreciation for 
the prompt manner in which you took 
care of my request. The crew that 
worked were thoroughly courteous, 
fine and helpful. Thank you again 
and thanks to them. Yours truly, R. 
E. Hilpert, Modesto, 111.” 

* * * 

A word from your manager (1) 
Make every KWH do a war time 
job. (2) Read your meter on the date 

Masten, president; Raye Stilt, vice 
president; and Mrs. Helen Nichols, 
secretary-treasurer. 

* * * 

A large number of turkeys were 
raised for market during 1944 on 
ranches operated on our system. 
Among those reporting a successful 
year are: Lewis Warner, Forest City; 
Mr. and Mrs. Uyless Thomas, Oak- 
ford; Lewis Bellatti, Mt. Pulaski; 
Harold King, Easton; and Everett 
Burrus, Athens. 

k -k ir 

You may be one of the fortunate 
ones to receive the electric iron or 
the J4 h.p. motor which has been do¬ 
nated by the Westinghouse Electric 
Supply Company for your annual 
meeting, February 24. There will 
also be six bi-monthly energy bills of 
$6.70 each presented at this meeting. 
You are expected to attend. 

* * # 

One of the best lighted schools of 
our system is the Hickory Grove 
school, six miles southwest of Peters¬ 
burg. This school was connected up 
December 22, and that evening a 
rousing big Christmas party was held 
in which the entire community par¬ 
ticipated. In addition to a fine pro¬ 
gram arranged by the teacher, Mrs. 
Dean Colby, a surprise visit was 
made by Santa Claus who assisted 
the teacher in passing out presents. 
One hundred and fifty friends of the 
school attended the pot-luck supper 
and party. 

Here ’n there l 
in ILLIIIOIS 

BY RUSSELL G1NGLES 

The following poetic tribute was 
written to Mrs. John (Lucille) Allen 
as she left to be married after work¬ 
ing five years in the Rural Electric 
Convenience office at Divernon by 
Erie Dossett, a fellow worker: 

“CEL” 
For once in my life I am speechless, 
I haven’t got much to say 
All because you’re leaving, Cel 
And going far away. 

You have been one of the REA family 
For about four or five years 
So who could be blamed if we 
Shed a few tears. 

at last month’s Corn Belt party, Attow 
ney Bach replied: “I like to give 
bouquets away to those who deserve 
them while they can still enjoy them." 

• • • 

Vic Kallal, Southwestern Illinoii 
Electric co-op superintendent, has 
added a new chore to his regular du-< 
ties. It is making regular trips to the 
basement of the co-op’s temporary 
office to haul up coal to feed the 
hungry, floor furnace. Seems that 
the heat generated from being burned 
out in the office across the street 
didn’t carry over to the new quarters. 

We will miss you, Cel, I don’t care 
What you say. 
And I hope you miss us a little 
After you have gone away. 

I will miss you when I come in the 
back door 

And yell, “It’s only me.” 
And you say, “I don’t care about you, 
Hand me that Membership Fee.” 

So when you’re in New York and 
you’re in 

A stew and fuss; 
We hope you will stop a minute 
To remember us. 

When you come back on a visit 
And make a short stay, 
Always remember Cel, you’re wel¬ 

come 
At the Old R.E.A, 

So, Cel, we can’t help but be sad 
As time comes for you to depart; 
But we wish you and Johnnie a 

world of happiness 
From the very bottom of our hearts. 

—The Gang. 
* * * 

Reminded that he was giving bou¬ 
quets away wholesale to everyone 
present while serving as toastmaster 

specified on your meter card and mail 
it to the office on the same date. 
(3) Pay your energy bill before the 
day due each month. (4) Phone 19 
Divernon promptly when your service 
fails. This is the only way we have in 
knowing your service is off. Be sure 
to notify the office of any unusual 
conditions that you have noticed 
along the lines. It may prevent an 
interruption to service at the time you 
need it most. 

* * • 

We had a very pleasant and pro¬ 
gressive visit on Monday, January 8 
from Mr. Fred Harms, our president, 
and Mr. George Simon, our vice pres¬ 
ident. The boys spent almost the en¬ 
tire day in the office with us. We 
appreciate these visits from the offic¬ 
ers, directors, and members very 
much. Call again, boys! 

Operating Report 
Kilowatts purchased  249,900 
Kilowatts sold  187,152 
Line loss  25% 
Sales  9,471.88 
Consumers average KWH used  97 
Monthly average bill  4.90 
Total mileage  7.20 
Minimum bills  445 

Twenty-seven accounts out of 
1,931 with one or more full monthlv 
bills beyond penalty date with two of 
these over 90 days. 

* » • 

We all welcome Miss Burnoski to 
her new position of cashier and assist¬ 
ant bookkeeper, who was the former 
secretary and assistant cashier. Also, 
Miss Agnes Peters, our newest em¬ 
ployee, who has taken over the duties 
of secretary to the engineering and 
operations department 

* • * 

This is all folks, until you hear 
from us next month. 

“Buz” Houseworth, Menard Elec¬ 
tric foreman, is a short and long dis¬ 
tance agriculturist as well. He not 
only operates a farm of his own near 
Mason City, but also owns a chicken 
ranch In California. 

♦ • « 

The railroad people must have 
heard of the ability of REA News 
editors to spread themselves thin 
over a vast amount of territory and 
be in two places at the same time. 
At least they got that impression of 
Harvey Schmerhorn, Wisconsin REA 
News editor. For Harve went to 
Texas to cover the NRECA convene 
tion and his baggage went to Kansas 
City ... to cover the station platform, 
no doubt. 

* • * 

Wayne Bates, national 4-H cham¬ 
pion, gives credit to his mother for 
helping him reach his high food pro¬ 
duction goals. Mrs. Bates, It seems, 
ran the tractor at planting time last 
summer. Dad also helped morning* 
and evenings when he could spar* 
the time from his implement sale* 
business. 

SAFETY SLANTS 
(Note : the following information 

is based on questions and answer$ 
presented at the recent meeting an* 
nual Illinois REA safety and job 
training committee program at St, 
Louis and compiled by Dean Searls, 
manager of Adams Electric coopers* 
five and secretary of the committee.)' 

Should lightning arresters be used 
with oil circuit breakers? Joseph H, 
McCombs, regional operations engi¬ 
neer, advised that they are not gen¬ 
erally recommended to be used at 
every oil circuit breaker installation. 
They are sometimes needed at partic¬ 
ular locations where lightning dis¬ 
charges are extremely heavy. If 
lightning arresters are needed they 
should be placed on the side of th» 
line unprotected by transformers and 
lin eunprotected by transformers and 
other apparatus requiring the use of 
lightning arresters. 

Filtering transformer oil and som* 
of the problems involved were dis¬ 
cussed by Joseph H. McCombs and 
L. C. Groat. This discussion empha¬ 
sized the importance of and proper 
ways to obtain samples of the oil to 
be tested. Mr. Groat advised that 
their cooperative was equipped to test 
oil samples and to filter transformer 
oil for any cooperative in the state. 

Should straight-line splices be used 
on REA projects? W. E. Rushlow of 
the Technical Standards Division, ad¬ 
vised that they are not included on 
the list of approved materials but that 
their use was being considered by 
Technical Standards. 

What equipment should be used 
in tightening hardware? L. N. Elmore, 
REA safety engineer, stated that hot- 
stick wrenches should be used in 
tightening hardware and strongly 
urged that all lines, except heavy feed¬ 
er lines, be de-energized for short per¬ 
iods to permit the hardware to b# 
tightened. 
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Ever try molasses on cooked cereal? It's delicious—plus adding essen¬ 
tial iron to the diet and saving scarce sugar. 

ter, toast in oven. Make bacon rolls 
by putting crisp brown* bacon into 
toasted rolls. 

* Use stale bread for delicious 
french toast. Dip in mixture of egg 
and milk—or egg and tomato juice. 
Brown carefully in a little fat. 

* Slice cold left-over oatmeal, 
cornmeal mush or other cooked ce¬ 
real and brown in fat. Delicious with 
syrup, sorghum, or honey. 

* Enjoy to the hilt all fresh fruits 
in season—and feature with hot bis¬ 
cuits or hot coffee cake. 

* Scramble eggs with tomatoes. To 
serve 6, beat 6 eggs and a cupful of 
tomatoes. Season and cook in fat 
over low heat. Stir constantly until 
as firm as you wish. 

* Try different fruit combinations 
—berries with peaches, oranges with 
bananas, applesauce with raisins, lem¬ 
on juice with prunes. 

Sample Menus 
Following are some tummy-warm¬ 

ing and soul-heartening menus to try 
these mornings when the temperature 
skids below zero and the snow drifts 
are high: 
Baked apple with Enriched bread toast 
cream and butter 

Whole wheat cereal Milk for youngsters 
cooked in milk —Coffee for you 

* * • 

Orange juice Coffee—milk 
Cornmeal griddle Fried eggs 

cakes 

Better Breakfasts 
Energy-packed breakfasts are the 

order of the day. Longer hours, hard¬ 
er work, less rest can be fought with 
only one tool—more nutritious food. 
And breakfast to many nutritionists 
is considered THE meal. First thing 
in the morning is the time our bodies 
most need refueling—a new supply 
of building material to help us 
through the long day ahead. So re¬ 
solve now to pack from one-third to 
one-quarter of the daily food require¬ 
ments in that important morning 
meal. 

With imagination, foresight, and 
salesmanship you can make break¬ 
fast in your home an exciting event. 
Doughnut and coffee breakfasts? Un¬ 
thinkable! Johnny grabbing his 
books and a piece of toast spread 
with jam . . . horrors on such a 
thought. Sell your family on the 
'‘breakfast-is-meal’' idea — and make 
it a really nutritious meal. Your ef¬ 
forts will be reflected in more ener¬ 
gy, a better disposition, fewer colds, 
and less sickness for every member of 
the family. And that’s worthwhile in 
any homemaker’s language! 

Make Master Pattern 
Nutritionists have said and writ¬ 

ten volumes about breakfasts—and 
with good reason. A poor breakfast 
means a poor start for the day. Boys 
and girls who eat only toast and 
drink coffee to start the day are 
moody and tired. They make poor 
records in studies and games. Work¬ 
er* who skip breakfast get less done 
during the first working hours. 
Housewives, too, experience a mid¬ 
morning slump—unless they are for¬ 
tified with good breakfasts. And the 
person who eats no breakfast misses 
out entirely on vitamins and nutrients 
such as vitamin C and Bl, and cal- 
e!um. Often, the total daily intake 
of all foods is seriously reduced. 

A gcod breakfast is not necessar¬ 
ily a h iavy breakfast. Even a light 
breakfast should be nutritiously per¬ 
fect. Prepare a master pattern to 
fit the requirements of your family 
If your husband does heavy, outdoor 

Here’s a Worthy Resolution 
To Make and To Keep in 1945 

work and your children walk to 
school they’ll need more food than 
the "office worker” type. Every 
breakfast should include the follow¬ 
ing: 

Fruit—preferably citrus fruits or 
fresh fruits containing vitamin C. 

Cereal or Enriched Bread. 
Beverage—preferably milk which 

contains calcium for strong bones and 
teeth. 

And for heavier breakfasts add 
eggs, bacon, or meats such as sau¬ 
sage cakes, hash, or fish. 

Your breakfasts rate blue ribbons 
if they pass three tests—(1) provide 
body building, repair foods (2) pro¬ 
vide fuel for body energy (3) and 
taste good. 

Stretch Morning Minutes 
Short on time in the morning? Try 

these minute - stretching tricks. 
Squeeze citrus juice the night before. 
Store it, in a tigftlly covered container 
and place it in refrigerator. Very lit¬ 
tle vitamin C is lost. When you plan 
a muffin or hot bread breakfast, 
combine dry ingredients in mixing 
bowl and cover. Then it’s only a 
matter of adding liquid and melted 
fat next day when the alarm goes off. 
Greasing the baking pans the eve¬ 
ning before will save precious a. m. 
minutes, too. Steam dried fruit and 
cereal the night before—reheat next 
morning. Dice grapefruit and halve 
oranges—cover with wax paper and 
place in refrigerator. 

Variety for Interest 
A bacon-toast-egg routine will dull 

anyone’s enthusiasm for breakast. 
Variety and an occasional surprise 
add interest. And it’s wonderful how 
a pretty flower centerpiece will pep 
up sleepy appetites. 

Try the following ideas for more 
interesting breakfasts— 

* Split left-over rolls, biscuits, muf¬ 
fins or corn bread. Spread with but- 

Fried cornmeal mush Eggs—Enriched, 
with butter and toasted bread 
sorghum Milk—Coffee 

. * * * 

Tomato Juice Ready prepared cereal 
Rye Pancakes with whole milk 

Hot Chocolate 
• * * 

Breakfast Delicacies 
Try these. They’re too delicious 

to wait for Sunday morning. 
* * * 

Rye Pancakes 
1 cup flour 1 teaspoon soda 
1 cup rye meal % cup New Orleans 
1 cup sour milk or molasses 
buttermilk 1 beaten egg 

Mix and sift flour and meal. Add 
sour milk with soda stirred in it until 
it foams. Add molasses and beat well. 
Add beaten egg and stir in well. 
Drop by tablespoonfuls on greased 
hot griddle. When bubbly, turn and 
bake other side. Serve with syrup or 
molasses. 

* * * 

Corn Meal Griddle Cakes 
1% cups corn meal % cup milk 
% cup flour 1 tablespoon New 

4 teaspoons baking Orleans molasses 
powder 1 beaten egg 

% teaspoon salt 1 tablespoon melted 
% cup water butter 

Mix and sift dry ingredients. Add 
water, milk and molasses gradually 
then well beaten egg. Beat thorough¬ 
ly: add melted butter last. Drop by 
tablesponnfuls on hot griddle or 
heavy iron frying pan. Cook on one 
side. When puffed, full of bubbles 
and cooked on edges, turn and cook 
on other side. Serve with syrup or 
molasses. 

* ♦ * 

Corn Waffles 
% cup flour 2 eggs 
% teaspoon baking 1/3 cup milk 

powder X tablespoon 
% teaspoon salt molasses 

1 cup canned corn % cup melted butter 

Mix and sift flour, baking powder 
and salt and add to canned com. Beat 
egg yolks, combine with milk and 
molasses and add to stiffly beaten 
egg whites. Baki in heated waffle 
iron until brown. Serve with syrup 
or molasses. 

Switclt 
GlicheM, 

Clever Things To Do 
By REA Women 

What is your favorite recipe—pet 
method of relaxation—choice book— 
the solution you’ve found for any 
problem? Please share it with us. 
Your ideas help so much. 

Following are the wonderful 
‘ switch clickers” received this month 
from Wisconsin and Illinois REA 
women. Please let us hear from you, 
too. Jot down your ideas on a post¬ 
card or tuck in a note with your pat¬ 
tern requests. The address is Mrs. Val 
Thoenig, Illinois REA News, Peters¬ 
burg 111. 

# • 

Coffee Cookies 
Here’s recipe for really different 

cookies sent to us for your recipe 
files by Virginia Kennedy, Metrop¬ 
olis, 111., a member of Southern Illi¬ 
nois Electric Cooperative. 

1 cup shortening 1 teaspoon soda 
1 cup sugar 1 teaspoon cinnamon 
1 cup warm coffee 3 cups flour 

cup syrup 1 cup raisins 
teaspoon salt 1 egg, well beaten 

Sift flour, measure and sift with 
salt, soda, and cinnamon. Cream but¬ 
ter. Add sugar. Cream thoroughly 
—then add eggs, syrup, and coffee. 
Next, add flour and raisins. Pour 
into shallow, well greased pans. Bake 
in a 375 degrees F. oven. Frost with 
powdered sugar icing while hot. Cut 
in squares. 

Mrs. Kennedy adds a festive touch 
by decorating her cookies with bits 
of red and green gum drops, colored 
sugars, or other bright colored decor¬ 
ations while the icing is still warm. 

* * * 

Try This For Burns 
Mrs. Clara Marks, R. 1, Marion, 

111., very thoughtfully shares with us 
her formula for ointment which is so 
marvelous for soothing burns. Mrs. 
Marks receives her electricity from 
Southeastern Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
erative. 
2 ounces rosin 2 ounces mutton 
2 ounces olive oil tallow 
2 ounces camphor 2 ounces beeswax 
gum 1 ounce fluid ether 

Cook rosin, olive oil, camphor 
gum, mutton tallow, and beeswax 

PATTERN LIST 
Along with the new year arrived 

a lerie* of enticing, new pattern*. 
They’re listed below—along with 
your old favorites. The Wisconsin 
REA News is happy it can offer you 
this pattern service—and especially 
glad to know you enjoy it so very 
much. 

Order as many* patterns as you 
wish—but please include a self-ad4 
dressed, stamped envelope for every 
four patterns ordered. Address youf 
requests to Mrs. Val Thoenig, Illi¬ 
nois REA News, Petersburg, 111, 

Sewing for Spring? 
Wardrobe Addition. 
Fit It So It’s Fit to Sew 
How to Flatter Your Figure. 
Sew a Personality Wardrobe. 
Washing and Ironing Guide lot 

Rayons. 
Mending Trick for Rayon. 
Sewing I.Q. Test. 

For a Beautiful Home 
Tea Cloth. 
Hollywood Bedspread. 
Beribboned Bedspread. 
Slip Covers. 
Tray Cloth. 
Hot Plate Mats. 
Doily. 
Luncheon Set. 

Little Gifts That Please 
Gift Accessories. 
Gifts You Can Make in Rayon. 
Stuffed Toys. 
Lingerie Trimming. 
Roomy Bag. 
Irish Crocheted Edging. 
Crocheted Gloves. 
Scarves. 
Baby Booties. 
Cozy Slippers. 
Men’s Socks, Scarf, Gloves Set. 
Scarf ’n Cap for Little Girl. 
Popcorn Topper and Bag. 

Sweaters for Any Occasion 
Balalaika Swetaer. 
Lacy Soft Sweater. 
Crocheted Dinner Blouse. 
Sun Valley Kni1 Sweater. 
Sweater Blouses. 
Striped Sweater. 

To chop nuts quickly and neatly, 
put shelled meats into a paper bag 
and roll with a rolling pin until as 
fine as desired. 

until thoroughly dissolved. Remove 
from fire and cool. Then add ether 
and mix thoroughly. Pour into con¬ 
tainer. 

A CROCHETED BEDSPREAD WITH FEMININE CHARM 

Especially thrilling to a young daughter is a room of her very own. 
She’ll be happy for life if you make her a crocheted bedspread, and here 
is just the one to give a fresh feminine touch to any bed' jm—mother’s or 
daughter’s. Crochet this spread of washable, durab’ mercerized cotton. 
Then run ribbon up the sides, with a rosette on each corner of the pillow. 
Directions for crocheting "Beribboned Bedspread’’ may be obtained by 
sending a stamped, self-addressed envelope to Val Thoenig, Illinois 
REA News. Petersburg, III. 

/ 



Empty the dust bag every time you use your vacuum cleaner—other¬ 
wise, force of suction may be destroyed. Picture courtesy of Westinghouse 

JANUARY SO, 1943 

hamper Your Cleaner 
To Keep It Purring 

Pamper your precious vacuum 
cleaner. There won't be any more for 
the duration — and you’d be awfully 
lost without one. Treat it to a thor¬ 
ough check-up once a year—it’s good 
insurance against future grief. A re¬ 
liable serviceman will check the bear¬ 
ings, replace worn parts, and make 
the adjustments which only an ex¬ 
pert can. And if the motor sparks ex¬ 
cessively, overheats, or makes un¬ 
usual noises, better quick send him 
*n S.O.S. 

Keep It Purring 
In your day-to-day use of your vac, 

there's much you can do to keep it 
purring gently. First—the bag. Empty 
it after each use of the cleane'r. A 
dirty bag chokes your vac so it 
can’t pick up dirt and lint. At least 
once a month, turn the bag inside out 
and brush it thoroughly. If you have a 
hand-vac, go over the bag slowly 
■—giving double attention to seams. 
The last bit of dust is coaxed out this 
way. Never wash the bag—it can’t 
stand water. And when you spy a 
wrorn spot or hole, patch it pronto 
with the new iron-on mending tape. 

For a Clean Sweep 
To guarantee a clean sweep and 

brighter rugs, check those brushes un¬ 
der the nozzle. Bristles all tangled up 
with hair, string, and lint? Small 
wonder a rug still looks dull and linty 
after a cleaning session. Clip that 
mass and unwind. Careful not to 
damage those bristles. Are the bristles 
the right length? They can be ad¬ 
justed to clean best each rug. Deter¬ 
mine the correct length by slipping a 
piece of cardboard under the nozzle. 
The bristles should come within 1/32 
of an inch from the card. When the 
brush is w'orn short, do purchase a 
a new one. You’ll be more than re¬ 
paid in spic-and-span cleaning jobs. 

Protect That Belt 
Treat that rubber belt with loving 

care. Belts are far from plentiful. 
But a good belt is essential to your 
vac’s cleaning power. When you DO 
need one, get it. Give the. old belt 
to the scrap drive. You can extend 
the lifetime of a belt (and your vac’s 
life, too) by clearing the rug of need¬ 
les, pins, hairpins, tacks, pieces of 
glass, and thread before cleaning. 
Sharp objects nick both fan and belt. 
A harmless looking thread wound a- 
round the rubber belt has slashing 
wickedness. 

Test the belt for elasticity. Is it 
stretched and limp? If so, you’re los¬ 
ing valuable cleaning action. Experts 
advise making a paper pattern of a 
new' belt. Then check with it twice a 
year. When the belt is a quarter-inch 
larger than the pattern, time for a 
newr one. 

Some manufacturers advise remov¬ 

ing the belt from fan shaft after each 
use to conserve its elasticity. Check 
with your book of directions. By the 
way, if that book is lost your manu¬ 
facturer will gladly send you another. 
Check, too, to find if your vac re¬ 
quires oiling. Some do; others don’t— 
and still others can be oiled only by 
a serviceman. 

Cord and Tube, Too 
Your vac’s electric cord and flexible 

tube are worthy of special protection. 
Hold the electric cord in your left 
hand when you’re guiding the clean¬ 
er. Guard against running over it— 
and never, never jerk it from the out¬ 
let. Those inside wires are fragile. 
When the cleaner isn’t in use, wrap 
the cord loosely around the hooks pro¬ 
vided for that purpose on the vac. 

That flexible tube is cleaner's life¬ 
line. Loop it gently over four pegs 
against a wall. 

Polish Bright 
A rag and metal polish will keep 

your cleaner shiny new, and free of 
dust-collecting oily film. Find a cool, 
dry place for your vac. Heat and 
dampness play havoc with its metal 
and rubber. 

Make the Most of It 
Your vacuum cleaner is a work 

saver—let it save you precious min¬ 
utes for other jobs. There are few 
household cleaning tasks in which 
it can’t help you. 

Reduce your moth problems by us¬ 
ing the radiator attachment. It does 
a super job of gobbling up wool lint, 
moth eggs, and larvae from closet 
crevices. Other attachments make 
child’s play out of cleaning hot air 
registers, books, furniture, and even 
the floor under heavy, immovable 
pieces of furniture. 

Keep your upholstered furniture 
bright and clean by vacuuming it reg¬ 
ularly. But avoid down-filled cushions. 
They rebel against strong suction. 

Even draperies and curtains won't 
become soiled quickly if you go over 
them with the vacuum attachment 
once in a while. Dust your mattresses, 
walls, and lampshades this effortless 
way. A twice-a-year cleaning of the 
rug pad sucks out all moths. 

Go over your rugs often. Several 
shorter cleanings are easier on your 
rug than a once-a-week long cleaning 
—and prevent dirt and grime from get¬ 
ting deeply imbedded. 

And do get acquainted with your 
vac. It’s a deserving friend. With 
proper care it will do a grand job 
for you. 

Use of mineral oil in salad dres¬ 
sings results in loss of vitamins and 
leads to deficiency ills. 
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NEWS FROM 

Southeastern 
Harrisburg, III, 

A. F, LENTZ, Supt. 

1 h.p. GE. iy2 h.p. GE. 2 h.p. GE. 
3 h.p. GE, both sleeve bearing, and 
ball bearing splash proof. 

We are sure that you will find the 
prices | of these motors saitsfactory 
and if you are in need of a motor of 
any size or type it would be well to 

Well folks, the old year has gone | check soon for we have no assurance 
and a new year is with us, and as t of a ^atinued supply pending the 
the days come and go in the months ! chan9e in the national war Picturc' 
directly ahead of us, let us all re-1 Tt would be a 9ood time to 9et that 

solve that 1945 shall be the greatest j motor V™ have been netdin9 and 

year in the lives of all of us. Great | could not 9et, for that pump, feed 
because by giving of our time, our Qrinder, work shop, or gasoline wash- 
talents, buying more war bonds, giv-! er that refuses to start on cold wasn‘ 

day mornings. ing our blood for wounded men and 
women on the battlefronts of the 
world, our very lives in the service 
of our country, doing the job assigned 
to us this year with a greater deter¬ 
mination to make our. efforts count 

Oh yes, you dairy farmers that 
have been having trouble keeping that 
whole milk cool until the milk truck 
picks it up, can now get a break, as 
the WPB has removed the restric- 

for the most toward a speedy victory j tions on electric milk coolers and they 
for our noble men and women in all! can now be purchased without a ra- 
branches of the service. May we be j tion certificate. They can be pur- 
a little more cheerful and accept our j chased in two 10-gallon can size, four 
fair share of the goods available and | 10-gallon can size and six 10-gallon 
do less griping about the things that 
are not available, tighten our belts a 
little tighter, set our jaw a little more 
firm, get down to the business of do¬ 
ing our utmost on the home front. 

Your Cooperative is proud of the 
record of the past years activities in 
all departments. We have brought 
electric service to above 500 new 
members in 1944, the construction of 
which was done by your own cooper¬ 
ative personnel. Applications for ser¬ 
vice are still coming.in at an average 
rate of 40 new services per month. 
A good portion of the new services 
built last year were within 500 feet 
of the present lines. 

To the members on the proposed 
30 miles of lines, which is under con¬ 
tract with the L. E. Meyers Company, 
we wish to state that the contractor 
has received two cars of poles to 
date, which is only a start, but we 
hope that since they have started to 
move that it won’t be long before 
they will have received enough poles 
to start on this construction. All we 
can say is that it is no fault of your 
cooperative, nor the contractor, but 
the shortage of labor required to get 
these poles out of the southern states 
to the creosoting plants. So, since 
you have waited a lifetime up to now, 
possibly a few more weeks — months 
won’t make much difference anyway, 
but we assure you that construction 
will begin just as soon as materials 
are on the job. 

New Applications 
Yes we are accepting new applica¬ 

tions every day. Many of our people 
live within rock throwing distance of 

can size. You can see one of the 
four can size coolers in our office in 
Harrisburg. 

Sorry, we don’t have any deep 
freeze units yet, but will have them 
just as soon as the war effort will 
permit the use of critical materials 
for their manufacture. No, we do not 
have any electric irons yet. 

Well folks, if your neighbor comes 
over and tells you that he has “signed 
up’’ for electricity several weeks ago 
and we haven’t “built him yet,” you 
just remind him that your Coopera¬ 
tive is doing everything in its power, 
with the force they have, to render 
the best service possible and that you 
understand they have a “back-log” of 
some 100 applications all the time 
that have been approved and waiting 
for service just like he is, and that 
he has not been forgotten but they 
will get to his extension just as quick- 

^ ly as possible. 

We are proud of our operating sta¬ 
tistics which we give you below, and 
if you will “dig out” last month’s is¬ 
sue of the Illinois REA News and 
compare the figures you will find 
that we have again established new 
records all down the line. 

December operating report: 
Members connected  3824 
Members billed  3821 
Farm members billed  2861 
Non-farm members billed  474 
Commercial members billed   165 
Public bldgs, (schools and 

churches)  299 
3 Phase members billed     22 
Miles energized    1122 

one of our lines and still do not have i ^ensi(:y Per m^e    - 3.41 
electricity, to them we can still say 
that if they are within 1000 feet of an 
electric line and have either one of 
the following types of electric equip¬ 
ment, they can qualify for service, 
and we are permitted to install 

Operating revenue per mile  19.11 
Kilowatts purchased (CIPS 

reading calendar month) ....601,500 
Our reading (20th to 20th) ..622,500 
Kilowatts sold (20th to 20th) 490,495 
Line loss      21.2 

transformer to serve them: Electric KW-demand Saline substation ....978 
range, electric refrigerator, washing 
machine. 

A small electric motor costing as 
low as $7.50 will convert any washer 
to an electric washer and qualify for 
1000 feet of service. 

If service can be rendered from a 
transformer already installed, it is not 
necessary that one have any electric 
equipment at all. Extensions oVer 
1000 feet in length, require that the 
member have sufficient animal units 
equal to one animal unit for each 100 
feet of line necessary to render ser¬ 
vice, beginning where the line nov is. 
No! You do not get the first 1000 feet. 

Speaking of small electric motors, 
we wish to state that we are still re¬ 
ceiving new shipments of motors 

Benton Substation     240 
Galatia Substation   651 

Minimum bills  1594 
Minimum per cent  41.7 
Total amount billed  21,436.71 
Power bill 

(Calendar month)  6,741.00 
So long folks, see you next month. 

NEWS FROM 

M.J.M. Co-op 
Carlinville, 111. 

A. C. BARNES, Mgr. 

Welcome New Members 

Elmer Gerdes, Staunton; W. R. 
each week, and if you are in need of, Bost, Saunton; Faradeane Roe, Dow; 
any type or size of an electric motor j Claude Roe, Dow; Lee Roe; Dow; 
you should get in touch with our j Joseph L. Koenig, Dow; James Finch- 
office in Harrisburg, or any collec- er, Godfrey; Harry Starr, Carlinville; 
tion agent in our territory and let us 
know what your needs are and we 
may be able to help you. We have 
on hand a good stock of the follow¬ 
ing sizes of motors: 

Roy Babcock, Litchfield; Henry W. 
White, Hillsboro; Oren Aired, Dow; 
Wm. Woodrow Watson, Grafton; 
Wilbur Gibson, Medora; Fred J. 
Wienecke, Brighton; Raymond Witt- 

h.p. GE and Westinghouse, eith- | man, Godfrey; Claude Ellington, 
er rigid or rubber mounted base, in ( Donnellson; Fred Thacker, Donnell- 
both split phase capacitor type. One-: son; Paul Waltrip, Jerseyville; Ray- 
third h.p. GE capacitor type, heavy , mond Brinkman, Hillsboro; Frank 
duty. y2 h.p. GE and Century, capa- j Challacombe, Shipman; Elmer i 
citor type. % h.p. GE capacitor type. ‘ Schmidt, Litchfield; C. E. Wedding, I 

Jerseyville; O. J. Jacobs, Brighton; 
W. H. Gimilin, Plainview; Sam Lynn, 
Brighton; Harry Saatkamp, Staunton; 
Paul Burris, Butler; D. W. Boyd, 
Walshville; C. A. Giniher, Staunton; 
Leslie Bull, Grafton; Ray Rimbey, 
Athensville. 

♦ * ★ 

MEMBER NEWS ITEMS 
/esse L. Burns, Bun’:er Hid. has 

wired his hen house and is noiv keep¬ 
ing it lighted all night. He states that 
the use of these lights has increased 
his egg production considerable. 

W. E. Hutchison. Litchfield, has 
lights in his hen house. He operates 
the lights with an automatic time 
clock. He says his egg production 
has more than doubled under the new 
plan. 

Charles Saunders, Kemper, when in 
the office recently told us that he was 
now milking 38 cows with his electric 
milker. His farm and home are com¬ 
pletely equipped with electrical ap¬ 
pliances. 

Frank Andrews, Palmyra has been 
appointed to membership on the agri¬ 
culture engineering committee of the 
University of Illinois College of Ag¬ 
riculture. In recent years Mr. An¬ 
drews has gained widespread pub¬ 
licity with his original system of cir¬ 
cular farming and he also has the 
University of Illinois plowng experi¬ 
mental field on his farm where he 
has been plowing through the use of 
electricity. 

Joseph J. Falter near Reader has a 
new electric milk cooler. 

Frank Loges, north of Carlinville 
have a new electric stove. 

* * * 

SERVICE NEWS 

Pvt. Sterling E. Weller, who ate 
Thanksgiving dinner here with hi* 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Chester Well¬ 
er, north of Carlinville, informs them 
that he arrived safely overseas and 
had Christmas dinner in Italy. 

Virgil Weidner, U.S.N. who ha* 
seen active duty in the Pacific war 
zone, is spending a furlough with 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. C. A. 
Weidner, Dorchester. 

S/Sgt. Donald G. Wilson, son of 
Mrs. Lulu M. Rodgers, of Chester¬ 
field, was reported missing in action 
in Italy since November 29, accord¬ 
ing to a government telegram. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Meredith, Ship- 
man received announcement of the 
marriage of their son, Tech. Sgt. Leo 
Meredith of the Lincoln Air Base at 
Lincoln, Nebraska, to Miss Lydia 
Scherer of Lincoln, which occurred 
Dec. 2 at the Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Lincoln. 

Earl Rhodes, of the LI. S. Navy 
stationed in St. Louis spent the holi¬ 
days with his parents, Mr. and Mrs, 
E. T. Rhodes, Medora. 

★ * ★ 

FIRE SWEEPS CARLINVILLE 
PUBLIC SQUARE 

One of the most disastrous fires in 
the history of Carlinville swept th« 
public square on the morning of Jan¬ 
uary 2nd. The fire of undetermined 
origin destroyed one building and al¬ 
most totally wrecked three others and 
damaged still others with smoke and 
water. Discovered at 6:30 A. M the 
fire started in the basement of the 
Burgdroff building housing the Tri- 
City Grocery on the main floor, a 
skating rink in the basement and the 
offices of the John Homer Abstract 
Company and the Carlinville Dome 
Oil Company on the second floor. 
The building was built in 1891 at a 
cost of $30,000. The fire quickly 
spread to three other buildings fac¬ 
ing on North Broad Street housing 
the Hair Styling Studio, local office 
of Chapman’s Laundry, Ebert’s Red 
and White Grocery and Mack Mo¬ 
tors Garage. Conservative estimates 
of the damage range from $175,000 to 
$250,000. 

* * * 

November Operating Report 

Miles Energized  677 
Connected Consumers  1647 
Average KWH Usage  102 
Revenue Per Mile  $11.67 
Average Bill   $5.09 
Number Minimum Bills  317 
Percent Minimum Bills  20% 
Density Per Mile  2.43 
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Electricity For Farm 
Make the Electric Brooder 
Forget Pig Raising Worries 

• 

I 1 

Have You Heard? 

inches by 5 feet. Cut three uprights 
to brace guard rail from 1 inch by 4 
inches by 6 feet piece of lumber. 

In the center of triangular piece of 
plyboard or other rigid board, 48 
inches by 48 inches by 67% inches 
cut a circle 14 inches in diameter. 

Set up sides A and B. The square 
end of board A must be butted at! 
right angles against the side of board J 
B at its square end. Making sure the 
beveled ends are flush, nail sides to¬ 
gether with 8d common nails. 

Fit and nail braces into the notches 
and saw off protruding corners. Fit 
roof into place, nail to sides and top 
with 6d common naids. Then staple 
the hardware cloth to under side of 
roof cover the 14 inch hole. Insert 
lamp and reflector in roof hole. 

Assembly guard rails from three 
1 inch by 4 inch by 20 inch pieces 
and the 1 inch by 6 inch by 6 feet 
pieces. Nail guard rail secure to top 
of brooder—and it’s complete. 

the piggies and put them in the 
brooder until they learn to go there 
voluntarily. It won’t be long though. 
Within one or two days, the whole 
litter will prefer the brooder to the 
sow. And then your worries about 
the pigs being crushed or exposed to 
cold are over. 

The brooder may be moved from 
one farrowing pen to another. Just 
make sure it is bolted securely in 
place each time. 

Brooder Construction 

Cut a 1 inch by 12 inch by 8 feet 
board diagonally at 45-degree angle, 
in such a way as to make two boards, 
A and B. The longer edge of A is 
47% inches; the longer edge of B, 
48 inches. The opposite end of each 
board is square. Notch the beveled 
end of each piece. 

Cut a 1 inch by 4 inch by 12 feet 
board in half for two braces. Fit the 
braces into the notches, then cut cor¬ 
ners flush with sides. Cut guard rail 
into two pieces, each 1 inch by 6 

An 'ctric brooder is inexpensive to build—requiring only some lum¬ 
ber, an electric lamp, something to reflect its heat, and a few odds and ends. 

(Picture and material for article. 
Courtesy Rural Electrification Ad¬ 
ministration.) 

Save an extra pig in every litter— 
reduce to less than half those pig 
losses through death and crippling 
during the first two days after far¬ 
rowing. It’s possible—with an elec¬ 
tric brooder. If you haven’t already 
constructed one—do make one before 
farrowing time. Those few spare 
hours of work will mean more hogs 
to take to market next fall. And they 
will be sorely needed by our nation 
and allies at war. 

Easy to build, cheap to operate, a 
pig brooder should be a fixture on 
every farm where pigs are raised. 
Certainly, few pieces of homemade 
farm equipment will show such sav¬ 
ings in return for such slight con¬ 
struction and operating expense as a 
pig brooder. All you need to make a 
brooder according to REA-specifica- 
tions are a few pieces of lumber, an 
electric lamp, something to reflect its 
heat, an 18 inch by 18 inch strip of 
hardware cloth, a half pound each 
of 8d and 6d common nails, and 
some wire staples. 

Heating Worries Gone 
You’ll find a 150-watt bulb suffi¬ 

cient to supply heat. A litter usually 
requires about 36 kilowatt hours— 
never more than 50. And with steady 
reliable electrical heat, there are no 
worries about overheating or fire. 
Not only does electric heat prevent 
chilling of the little pigs—it also re¬ 
duces the chances of crushing by the 
sow. Records show that three-fourths 
of all pig losses—including both 
death and crippling—occur within 
two days after farrowing. These 
losses are cut to more than half 
when an electric brooder is used. 
And as much as one pig in each lit¬ 
ter is saved. 

Prepare few The Day 
With a brooder you are all set for 

the arrival of the little pigs. Place 
the sow in the pen a day or so be¬ 
fore farrowing. Then a few days be¬ 
fore the pigs arrive turn on the brood¬ 
er lamp. Block the brooder entrance 
for several hours after the pigs ar¬ 
rive—they’ll be kept warm and dry 
during this “danger” period. During 
the next 10 days—or as long as you 
think necessary—keep the heat on 
continuously. 

Until They Learn Construction of the brooder is 
You’ll find it necessary to pick up are given on this page. 

Winter Drinks 
For Chickens 

A long drink of water is a “must” 
for your chickens when they first 
come off the roost in the mornings— 
if their egg laying is to continue 
through the winter months. In our 
northern clime this was no easy task 
before the event of REA. But elec¬ 
tricity has made it easy for us to 
provide our chickens with warm 
water even when the temperature 
drops below zero. 

To make a water warmer, secure 
two 1-quart oil cans and cut the top 
and bottom out of one, the top out of 
the other. With a soldering iron, 
solder the first can to the second. 
Make a bail from a stiff piece of wire 
for this 2-quart can (a clothes hanger 
wire will do). Then assemble a light 
cord, using preferably a keyless por¬ 
celain receptacle on the end of a 
solid rubber cord 6 or 8 feet long 
with a rubber connector cap on the 
ether end. Place a 25- or 40-watt 
lamp (size depending on the severity 
of the weather) in the bottom of the 
can and cover it with sand. The sand 
will keep the lamp and socket dry 
and yet allow the heat to be dissi¬ 
pated to the water outside the can. 

The soil-heating idea is becoming 
more and more popular. Already 
there are more than 15,000 electric 
soil-heating installations in the U. S. 
Use of the equipment increases 
growth of plants. 

Approximately 250,000 miles of 
electrified fence, consisting of a sin¬ 
gle charged wire, are in use on Amer¬ 
ican farms. 

No frozen pipes—not even in our 
sub-zero temperatures—if we use 
electric heating cable next to plumb¬ 
ing. 

Lights on a bomber number more 
than a hundred of a dozen designs. 
Drift sight lamps are the smallet, 0.6 
watt and 5/32-inch diameter, and the 
landing lamps are the largest, 600 
watts and 8-inch diameter. 

When a rattlesnake rattles it 
makes 75 "decibels’’ of noise accord¬ 
ing to a research worker who made 
an electrical recording. 

Many parachutes are inspected by 
X-ray. By this means, even the tini¬ 
est defect can be found in buckle, 
fastener or connector. 

REA Co-op Finds 
Men Lagging In 

Use of Appliances 
If you have a yen for figures, you 

would enjoy conducting a co-op sur¬ 
vey similar to that made by Blue 
Grass Rural Electric Co-op in Nichol- 
asville, Kentucky. This co-op found 
that the women were showing up the 
men in making use of electric power. 

In percentages, here is exactly what 
the Kentucky co-op found: 70% of 
the members own refrigerators; 57% 
own washing machines; 33%, irons; 
33%, vacuum cleaners. Contrasted 
with these figures are the equipment 
men used in their farm work; motors, 
30%; fences, 6%; feed grinders,4%; 
emery grinders, nine-tenths of 1%. 

And this is the conclusion the co¬ 
op arrived at: "An electric vacuum 
cleaner costs approximately $70 to 
$80, while the cost of an emery 
grinder is $15 to $20. Both of these 
appliances would be used about the 
same number of days per year or 
month on the average farm, and the 
cost of operation would vary little. 
Yet 33 women out of every 100 of 
our members have vacuum cleaners 
and less than one man out of every 
100 have emery grinders. The wom¬ 
enfolk are showing us up bad.” 

easy. Complete building directions 

What’s the Future 
of Home Freezers f 

Decline Continues 
In Pig Population 
Hog production on Wisconsin 

farms during 1944 was about 28 per 
cent below the peak production of 
1943, according to the state-federal 
crop reporting service. Next spring, 
Wisconsin’s pig crop will be only 
one per cent short of the 1944 spring 
crop. Nationally, it will decline 7 per 
cent; and in the Corn Belt, 2 per 
cent. 

The upswing in hog production in 
Wisconsin as well as in the nation 
began in 1938, continuing until the 
1943 peak production. In that record 
breaking year, Wisconsin produced 
4.479.000 pigs. In 1944, 3,204,000 
pigs were raised. Despite the sharp 
decrease between 1943 and 1944, the 
number of pigs raised in 1944 was 
more than 11 per cent above the 
1933-42 average. 

Current reports from Wisconsin 
farmers indicate that approximately 
329.000 sows were bred for farrow¬ 
ing next spring. Last spring 332,000 
head were bred. The number of sows 
to farrow in the nation next spring 
is estimated at 8,522,000 head—more 
than 7 per cent less than last spring. 

When postwar home freezers art 
manufactured "farmers will want 
freezers of 24 cubic feet capacity of, 
greater” according to Dr. D. K« 
Tressler who discussed the present 
and future of home freezers at th« 
Southeastern Freezer Locker and 
Home Freezer Conference at the Unl^_ 
versity of Tennessee. w 

“It is evident that the farmer and 
“urban gardener” will have more us« 
for a freezer than anyone else. Be¬ 
cause of these facts we can count ott 
a very large demand for the relatively, 
large size home freezer,” he asserted. 

The Rural Electrification Admins 
istration has suggested tentative 
"functional specifications” for "home 
freezer and storage chests” of 20 cu<^| 
bic feet capacity. 

Dr. Tressler, who has spent IS 
years of exhaustive research on the 
subect of home freezing and who if 
manager of General Electric Con¬ 
sumers Institute, declares there is not 
the necessity for quick freezing in 
home freezers, especially for food* 
packed in small containers. What is 
important is to chill the food rapidly 
down to below 50 degrees F., th«^^ 
point where micro-organisms grow 
very slowly. The greatest hazard iri 
home freezing is overloading, h« 
pointed out, since in such a case food 
may spoil before it is frozen. 

Freezing may be accelerated by plac¬ 
ing a small fan in the freezer to caus* 
rapid movement of air over product 
being frozen or by placing food oO 
a metal place in which refrigerant is 
being circulated. £ 

Since 1938 the number of freezer# 
has increased from 1,269 to 4,000. 
More than 2,000,000 families hav# 
become accustomed to frozen foods. 

Caution Will Reduce 
Wood Sawing Mishaps 

Making fuel wood this winter! 
Then your’re doing exactly what Uiv*j 
cle Sam is asking—but do take car«* 
During last year’s wood cutting 
month's, December, January, and Feb¬ 
ruary, a total of 23 accidents oc¬ 
curred in Wisconsin. 

If you’re using a buzz saw, set it 
up in a location free as possible ol 
ice, snow, mud 
and trash—and 
at a safe dis-' 
tance from chil¬ 
dren and stock. 

Before getting 
down to serious 
work, check the 
condition of your saw. It should cut 
without undue pressure; the blade 
should be free of cracks; belts, shafts, 
and table supports should be in good 
repair. Guards are essential for saw, 
pulley, and belts. If they aren't pro¬ 
vided, substantial ones can be built. 1 

Expert wood sawing is truly an art. 
The knowing woodman stands to the 
side of the saw, keeping his eyes oa 
the blade, his body as far from saw 
as possible. He pushes wood into th® 
saw evenly and turns crooked limb# 
so they rest on table at point of cut¬ 
ting. He never extends his hand# 
across the face of the saw. He wear# 
suitable clothing, free from all dangl* 
ing pieces which may catch on blad®^ 
belt or wood, and he protects his 
hands with leather gloves. 

And when the sawing is completed, 
the cautious man stores the saw wher® 
people or stock cannot get near it 

A wire platform under the drink¬ 
ing fountains will help keep the floor 
dry and the chicks from kicking litter 
into the fountains. 

Hog production in the nation for 
1944 was 15 per cent above the 10= 
year average but 29 per cent below 
th# 1943 figure. 
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Impressive Ceremony and Musical 
Group Top Program ai Co-op Event 

TWO FEATURES—of Corn Belt cooperative party are caught in the 
camera s eye. In the Top Picture, W. J. Bach, left, board member, and 
his father, W. R. Bach, co-op attorney, join in staging an impressive candle 
light service for former employes now in the armed forces. In the Bottom 
Picture is shown the musical group which entertained at the program. They 
Include: Front Row, left to right—Katherine Lukes, Irene Moran and Gene¬ 
vieve Carlock; Back Row—Julia LeBeau, Mrs. Vera Peal Kemp, director, 

^nd Margaret Hayes. 

Harmony Hits 
Peak at Corn 
Belt REA Party 

J 

Board members and employes of 
Corn Belt Electric cooperative as¬ 

sembled in the auditorium of the un¬ 
usually attractive McLean county 
Farm Bureau building in Blooming¬ 
ton late last month to welcome a new 
year in the same spirit of harmony 
which has characterized the past 
twelve months of 1944. 

The party, an annual tradition with 
the cooperative, was topped off with 
an entertainment program, a dinner 
and talks by representatives of the 

0oard, management and employes. In 
keeping with the informality of the 
occasion, the affair closed with every¬ 
one joining hands in a "friendship 
circle" and becoming acquainted with 
each other. 

A patriotic and effective note was 
sounded at the start of the evening’s 
program as lights were dimmed in an 
impressive ceremony during which 
five candles were lighted in honor 

4pf former cooperative employes who 
now are serving in the armed forces. 

As W. R. Bach, toastmaster and 
cooperative attorney, read the names 
of the service men, candles were 

lighted by his son, W. R. Bach, Corn 
Belt director. Former employes hon¬ 
ored included Richard Adams, former 
apprentice lineman In the coopera¬ 
tive’s Clinton section. First of the 
five to enter service, Richard enlisted 
in March, 1941. Ronald Whitesell 
of LeRoy, lineman with the construc¬ 
tion crew out of Bloomington, en¬ 
tered service in March, 1942. Don¬ 
ald Allen, lineman working out of 
Bloomington, became a member of 
the army aviation command in May, 
1943. He had been with the coop¬ 
erative, first as an easement man, 
then as an apprentice lineman and 
finally as a lineman. 

William Cain, a more recent co¬ 
operative employe, was working as 
an apprentice lineman out of LeRoy 
when he joined the army in July, 
1944. Joe Crosno, who also was in¬ 
ducted into the armed forces in July, 
1944, was an apprentice lineman at 
Clinton for several years. He now 
is taking a special course in radio 
and radar, having previously been an 
electrician doing wiring and radio 
work. 

Mr. Bach opened the program with 
a brief address in which he stressed 
the splendid cooperation shown be¬ 
tween board members and employes, 
saying that It is this sort of "friendli¬ 
ness and cooperation in our organiza- 

Farm and Home 
Week Cancelled 

Because of War 
In cooperation with the govern¬ 

ments campaign against travel, 
the University of Illinois has an¬ 
nounced concellation of its forty- 
fourth annual Farm and Home 
Week. 

The program, which annually 
attracts thousands of persons, 
was to have been held February 
6 through 8. Attendance at the 
event last year totaled 2269 and 
included representatives from 99 
of the state’s 102 counties. The 
record all-time attendance Was 
4006 persons in 1942. 

Young Farmers 
Face Draft; See 

Production Cut 
With thousands of young farm 

workers in the 18 to 26 year-old age 
group facing induction into the armed 
forces, soon agricultural leaders of 
the nation today warned that a whole¬ 
sale draft of this group would mean 
a reduction in the country’s food pro¬ 
duction. 

It is estimated that there are ap¬ 
proximately 25,000 young men on 
farms at present who are eligible to 
be called for service. 

In commenting on Selective 
Service’s announcement, Paul E. 
Johnston, Illinois farm labor su¬ 
pervisor, said that a "wholesale 
draft of 18 to 26 year-old de- 
ferees would be felt immediately 
in livestock and dairy produc¬ 
tion." 

"This would hit us right be¬ 
tween the eyes,” he said. "Farm¬ 
ers can struggle along getting 
in the crops, but feeding cattle, 
raising hogs and milking dairy 
cows calls for much labor.” 
It has been suggested that young 

farm workers drafted for military ser¬ 
vice could be replaced by prisoners 
of war or other unskilled imported 
help, but the nation’s farm leaders do 
not believe that this program would 
work. Some farmers have said that 
taking young men now remaining on 
farms into the army would result in 
a substantial increase in farm sales. 

tion which has helped us to progress.” 
Walter Risser, president of the co¬ 

operative, expressed the appreciation 
of the board to co-op employes for 
their efforts during the year. T. H. 
Hafer, cooperative manager, reviewed 
briefly the progress made by the or¬ 
ganization from the time it started 
(with high hopes and a desk and 
two chairs) until its present position 
as the largest REA cooperative in 
the state. 

Mr. Hafer told the cooperative’s 
twenty-two employes that they have 
every reason to feel that they are se¬ 
cure in their jobs as long as they do 
their work as well as they know how. 
He also reviewed the benefits which 
employes derive from their associa¬ 
tion with the co-op and thanked them 
and board members for the coopera¬ 
tion received during the year. “Al” 
Leys, speaking for the employes, ex¬ 
pressed the pride which members of 
the co-op personnel feel in the con¬ 
tinued growth of the organization and 
said that all were happy to know that 
Corn Belt has made pre-payments 
on its loan totaling $185,000 and has 
$75,000 invested in bonds. Employes, 
he said, were glad to be associated 
with so cooperative a board and man¬ 
ager and attributed their friendly and 
helpful attitude to the prevailing spirit 
of harmony. 

Highlights of the entertainment in¬ 
cluded selections by a vocal and in¬ 
strumental group, directed by Mrs. 
Vera Peal Kemp; some clever imper¬ 
sonations, and a truth or conse¬ 
quences stunt by Mrs. Katherine 
Wynkoop, cashier, and Forest Stah- 
ley, bookkeeper, of the cooperative. 

CO-OP EMPLOYE 
WEDS SOLDIER; 

PARTY IS GIVEK 
Lucille Peters Resigns 
Divernon Job; Weds 

Lt. John Allen. 

Rural Electric Convenience coop¬ 
erative of Divernon has lost its 
cashier to the army—or more speci¬ 
fically to a member of Uncle Sam’s 
armed forces. 

For Lucille Peters, cooperative em¬ 
ploye for the last five years, is now 
Mrs. Johnj A. Allen. She was married 
to Lieutenant Allen of the United 
States army transportation corps at 
9:00 p. mi Wednesday, January 3, in 
Pawnee. Lucille’s position in the co¬ 
operative has been filled by Miss 
Elsie Burnaski. 

The bride and groom left January 
7 for New York where Lieutenant 
Allen is stationed at present while 
awaiting an overseas' assignment. 
Lucille is a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Peters, who are REA mem¬ 
bers residing three miles south and 
two miles east of Divernon, while her 
soldier husband is a son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Vernon Allen of Pawnee. The 
lieutenant’s father holds the position 
of road commissioner for his area. 

Was Overseas 
Lieutenant Allen has nineteen 

months of overseas service to his 
credit, having been a train dispatcher 
in the army’s railroad division in Iran, 
transportation hub for supplies being 
sent Russia. He was in Tehran at 
the time of the last historic confer¬ 
ence between President Roosevelt, 
Premier Churchill and Marshal Stal¬ 
in. Before entering service Lieutenant 
Allen was a telegraph operator at 
Kincaid for the Chicago, Illinois and 
Midland railroad. 

The wedding had been planned for 
New York, but was hastily post¬ 

poned when Lieutenant Allen tele¬ 
phoned with news that he might be 
sent overseas before his bride-to-be 
could come east. Fortunately, how¬ 
ever, he was later granted a furlough 
so that the ceremony could be con¬ 
ducted in his home town. 

When announcement of the wed¬ 
ding was made public, cooperative 
employes and board members joined 
in giving Lucille a party and she was 
presented with a silver coffee and 
tea server. Those at the party in¬ 
cluded William Clark, Mr. and Mrs. 
R. D. Wilson and family, Mr. and 
Mrs. Erie Dossett and daughter, Mr. 
and Mrs. Joe Barnwell and family, 
Mr. and Mrs. George Smith and fam¬ 
ily, Mr. and Mrs. Roy Shoup, Mr. 
and Mrs. B. F. Snively and grand¬ 
daughter, Donna Lee; Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Peters and family, Mary and 
Catherine Ballog, Mrs. Bruno Ber- 
tacchi and Elsie Burnaski. 

HERE ARE HINTS 
ON HOW TO AVOID 

TRACTOR MISHAPS 
Hundreds of farmers are injured 

and some are killed every year while 
cranking tractors, safety records 
show. 

Most of the injuries could be pre¬ 
vented if a few simple rules were ob¬ 
served. They include: Leave room 
in front of the tractor when parking 
it; check to see that it is out of gear; 
be sure of a firm footing. 

Spread sand or ashes on icy 
ground before cranking; grasp the 
handle with the thumb on the same 
side of the handle as the fingers; 
keep the back nearly vertical, and 
lifting with legs, crank with short 
upward strokes. 

Never "spin” it, and do not run 
the motor in a closed shed. Carbon 
monoxide is odorless and kills with¬ 
out warning. 

It’s Farewell and Good Luck to 
Lucille on Last Day at Office 

LUCILLE SAYS GOODBYE TO THE GANG—at the Rural Electric 
Convenience cooperative at Divernon. In the Top Picture, fellow employes 
gather round as Lucille Peters (now Mrs. John A. Allen) sits at her desk as 
cashier for the last time. In the group are Mary Ballog, office clerk; Elsie 
Burnaski, newly named cashier; William Clark, bookkeeper; Billy Clark, 
staking crew chairman, and B. F. Snively, extreme right, manager and en¬ 
gineer for the co-op. In the Lower Picture, Erie Dossett, left, lineman, and 
R. D. Wilson, line foreman, help Lucille on with her coat as she leaves 

the office. 
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NEWS FROM 

Wayne-White 
Fairfield, 01. 

F. A. TANNAHILL, Mgr. 

Board of Trustees 
Pres. J. Wess Barth, Cisne 
V. Pres., Harold Shepherd, Albion 
Treas., L. M. King, Mill Shoal 
Sec., Frank Gray, Sims 
Evans Williams, McLeansboro 
Ogie Vest, Xenia 
Irvin Yohe, Mt. Erie 
G. O. Moreland, Norris City 
G. O. Deem, Geff 

Manager 
F. A. Tannahill, Fairfield, Illinois 

In case of emergency call before 
8:00 a. m. or after 5:00 p. m„ call the 
following: For Carmi, McLensboro, 
Norris City and vicinity, call Chalon 
Carter, Phone No. 123, Norris City. 

For all Edwards County, all of 
Wayne County, Crossville, Calvin 
and Phillipstown, in White County, 
call F. A. Tannahill, Phone 156J, 
Cloyd Musgrave 60M; or Bill Flem-1 
ing, 231W, all of Fairfield, Illinois. ★ ★ ★ 
FIRST 20 METER CARDS TO 

COME IN 
Andrew Haegele, Barnhill; Wil¬ 

liam Carpenter, Cisne; C. R. Wil¬ 
liams, Mill Shoals; E. F. Keene, 
Keenes; Willie Hilliard, Cisne; Joe 
Felix, Fairfield; Lillian Cheuvront, 
Fairfield; Guy F. Molt, Fairfield; Ed 
Tucker, Fairfield; A. L. Phillips, Fair- 
field; Walter McDannel, Fairfield; 
Row W. Taylor, Geff; Arthur John¬ 
son, Cisne; Clarence Grubb, Fairfield; 
C. H. Billing ton, Cisne; Chas. A. 
Merritt, Fairfield; Carl Crews, Cisne; 
Clayton Sons, Fairfield; Herman H. 
Hawk, Geff; Virgil Anderson, Geff. 

* * * 

LAST 20 METER CARDS TO 
COME 

Charles Shaw, Golden Gate; Guy 
Bruce, Bluford; J. R. Warren John- 
sonville; G. A. Rotert, Springer ton; 
Wallace Simpson, Fairfield; Alfred 
Merritt, Fairfield; J. K. Etheridge, 
Fairfield; John C. Jordan, Carmi: 
John A. Slankard, Crossville; H. S. 
Steele, Enfield; Ollie Myers, Mc¬ 
Leansboro; Gred Garrison, Garrison; 
Ira Rogers, McLeansboro; Weldon 
Cross, McLeansboro; John R. Ghol- 
aon, McLeansboro; Glen Sharp, Mc¬ 
Leansboro; D. W. Wain, Fairfield; 
St. Clair Bramlet, Crossville. 

* ★ * 

25 HIGHEST FARM USERS 
Ben Nation, Fairfield, 1263; Jake 

Bowyer, Keenes, 1118; Ulla Givens, 
Carmi, 609; Harry Lasater, Barnhill, 
530; Walter Hines, Maunie, 514; John 
Spence, Geff, 454; J. E. Dennis, 
Crossville, 364; J. F. Combs, Wayne 
City, 352; H. W. Smith, McLeans¬ 
boro, 348; Gilbert Greene, Albion, 
343; Judge Williams, Carmi, 339; G. 
P. Calvin, Calvin, 333; Peter Wester- 
gard, Maunie, 326; Paul Mauntell, 
Carmi, 325; Ira James, McLeansboro, 
322; Fred Noah, Albion, 321; Oral 
Brown, Fairfield, 314; H. G. French, 
Mill Shoals, 311; Glen J. Dickey, 
Wayne City, 307; Luke Fyie, Spring¬ 
er ton, 306; W. P. Davis, McLeans¬ 
boro, 277; H. C. Williams, Omaha, 
277; Odes Bayley, Norris City, 272; 
Frank Gray, Fairfield, 271; Guy M. 
Farlow, McLeansboro, 258. 

* ★ ★ 

25 HIGEST COMMERCIAL 
USERS v 

Pure Oil Company, Cisne, 6709; 
Magnolia Prod. Co., Salem, 4290; 
Kingwood Oil Co., McLeansboro, 
3960;MagnoIia Oil Co., Salem, 3740; 
D. W. Humphreys, Deep Oil Co., 
Fairfield, 3628; Robinson & Puckett, 
Fairfield, 3521; Sam Gilpins, Carmi, 
1980; Texas Pipeline Co., Johnson- 
ville, 1700; Carmi Baptist Orphan¬ 
age, Carmi, 1219; Sohio Pipe Line 
Co., Jchnsonville, 1122; Carmi Ren¬ 
dering Plant, Carmi, 957; Otis Wil¬ 
son, Jchnsonville, 874; St. Patricks 
Churdi, Enfield, 790; The Texas Co- 
Salem, 787; Ohio Oil Co., Bridge¬ 
port, 767; Community High School, 
Wayne City, 720; LTnited Produc¬ 
ing Co., Cisne, 720; O. A. McRill, 
Wayne City, 705; John W. Anderson, 
Wavne City, 643- H. C. Hickey, 

Wayne City, 628; Mrs. Frank Gar¬ 
rison, 626; Sun Oil Co., Evansville, 
612; Archie Akers, Wayne City, 574; 
Willis Keele, Bluford, 553; George 
Rister, Mill Shoals, 547. 

★ ★ * 

OCTOBER OPERATING REPORT i 
Miles Energized   1015 
Members Receiving Service  4111 
Total KWH sold  2,2,993 
Average KWH used per 

member       57 
Number of Minimum bills  567 
Average bill   3.38 
Revenue per mile   15.45 
Density per mile  4.0 

* ★ ★ 

Chick Brooding Season 
The chick brooding season is rap¬ 

idly approaching and we urgently 
recommend that those members who 
do not have satisfactory brooding 
equipment, investigate with regard to 
electric chick brooding. 

Without doubt, there are several 
members in your area who are using 
electric chick brooders and by con¬ 
tacting them, you would be able to 
learn the experiences those members 
who used electric chick brooders ex¬ 
perienced and it would help you to 
decide the proper size brooder you 
would need and the best method of 
installation and operation of the 
brooders. 

The Cooperative office has a lim¬ 
ited number of different size chick 
brooders. We also have heating ele¬ 
ments and plyboard which can be 
purchased to make your own home¬ 
made brooder, and we can order'com¬ 
mercially made brooders for you, de¬ 
pending on the type brooder you 
would like to have. In addition, the 
Cooperative has wiring material and 
supplies which you would need to 
extend service to the brooder house 
and to wire the brooder house. 

We urge that you do not delay too 
long in deciding about your electric 
brooder because it does require little 
time to accumulate the material and 
to have it installed, and of course it 
is well that this all be done before 
your new chicks arrive. 

If you will stop at your Coopera¬ 
tive office at Fairfield, we will be 
more than pleased to help you with 
your brooder problems. 

± * ★ 

SHARP SHOOTERS 

The area from Enterprise through 
Mt. Erie suffered a rather extended 
interruption of the service on Decem¬ 
ber 30th, last. 

The weather was probably the 
worst we have had all year in that 
roads, trees, wires and poles were 
all covered with ice, and transporta¬ 
tion was most difficult. 

As a result of some careless person 
shooting at a lightning arrester on a 
line east and north of Mt. Erie, the 
whole territory was interrupted. 

Ice had accumulated on automatic 
switches and recloser fuses to the ex¬ 
tent that when the fuse burned out, 
the mechanism was ice bound and the ; 
switch did not redose, making it j 
necessary for the maintenance men 
to travel over the lines and search 
out the line that the trouble was on.! 
It was necessary for the linemen to 
climb the poles and break the ice 
loose from around the redoser switch¬ 
es before they would operate. This, 
of course, required an extra amount 
of time and delayed getting service 
back on. 

The results of the sharp shooter 
in picking out insulators and light¬ 

ening arresters as their mark to shoot 
at, caused the lightning arrester to 
break and the end of the lightning 
arrester which was connected to the 
line fell down against the transform¬ 
er case which is grounded, thus caus¬ 
ing a dead short circuit which, in 
turn, caused the fuses along the line 
to burn out. 

The expense the Cooperative was 
put to to search out this trouble to 
replace the damaged lightning arrest¬ 
er and to get servie back on would 
cost something like $35 or $40 not to 
say anything of the inconvenience 
all of the members along those lines 
were put to because of those lines 
being dead and out of service. 

During the late fall and early win¬ 
ter months when the hunting season 

was on, your Cooperative has been 
forced to replace many broken in¬ 
sulators which we are positive have 
been shot at, because many of those 
insulators have lead marks or a part 
of the lead bullet still embedded in 
the porcelain. In addition the bullets 
have injured the conductor making 
it necesary to take the lines out of 
service and splice in new pieces of 
conductor in order to repair broken 
strands. 

We have not made a complete 
check up. However, we are certain 
that all of the repairs which we have 
made this fall have cost your Co¬ 
operative in the neighborhood of 
$350 to $500. Of course each time a 
line is taken out of service for these 
kind of repairs those members were 
put to an inconvenience by not hav¬ 
ing electric service for the duration of 
the interruption. 

We publish this information 
for the benefit of our members 
and to request the cooperation of 
our members in warning all in 
their neighborhood who they 
think might thoughtlessly take a 
crack at an insulator on the 
REA line and to warn them of 
when on a hunting trip do not 
the danger of such practices. 

Very often the young folks 
find enough game to satisfy their 
markmanship desires, will select 
a fixed object to try their gun on 
and as often as not it is an REA 
line insulator, lightning arrester 
or fuse cutout. Any one which, 
if struck by a bullet, will break 
and will, no doubt cause consid¬ 
erable damage and unnecessary 
expense to your Cooperative. 
Therefore, if the members will 
warn all who they think might 
thoughtlessly shoot at an insula¬ 
tor and recommend that they not 
do it, this will, no doubt, save 
unnecessary interruptions to ser¬ 
vice and will save your Coopera¬ 
tive considerable expense through 
the year. 

★ ★ ★ 
We received many cards and let¬ 

ters from members of the Cooperative 
expressing their satisfaction and 
pleasure they receive from their REA 
service and have wished their Co¬ 
operative a very successful and pros¬ 
perous new year. 

The Board of Trustees wish to take 
this opportunity to thank all of the 
members who were kind enough to 
express their sentiments by writing to 
the Cooperative office and they, too, 
wish every member of the Coopera¬ 
tive a prosperious and happy 1945. 

* * * 

Do Your Part 
The officers of the Army and 

Navy have indicated the urgent need 
for added ammuniation on the fighting 
fronts. To accomplish the great step- 
up in production of ammunition they 
are agains especially requesting all 
housewives to help them meet their 
goal by. contributing waste fats for 
the war effort. 

A year or so ago 'when the waste 
fat program was at its peak, the gov¬ 
ernment announced that hundreds of 
thousands of pounds of fat had been 
contributed and was a definite con¬ 
tribution to the goals they were mak¬ 
ing at that time. However, there has 
been a relaxation throughout the 
country with the results that now 
their supply of fats and greases are 
at a low mark and there is an urgent 
need for all waste fats immediately. 
Therefore, all the homemakers can 
again come to the front and make a 
great contribution to the winning of 
the war at an earlier date, if they will 
accumulate and turn in waste fats. 

The shortage is not only in waste 
fats and greases but is also in tin, 
rubber and rayon pieces which have 
have been discarded and it will be a 
definite contribution to the war if 
these items are also accumulated and 
turned in, in large quantities. 

Both the Germans and Japanese 
have proven that they are no weak¬ 
lings and if we are to knock them out 
of the umr in 1945, it is going to re¬ 
quire the full support of the home 
front to help the boys on the fighting 
front. There is hardly a family which 
this Cooperative serves who is not 

directly affected by this war and 
who have some loved one in the fight¬ 
ing forces of our country. We are 
sure that all of us will do our part, 
if we know what to do. Turning in 
the items listed above in large quan¬ 
tities is one job we can do. 

* + + 

Tree Clearing 
We again noticed several places 

along our lines where tree clearing had 
been done. We are sure those mem¬ 
bers who have cooperated so nicely 
in removing underbrush from their 
REA lines will be more than repaid 
in improved service, we will be able 
to render a result of their contribu¬ 
tion. We trust that during the few 
short weeks which are left in this 
winter season, that many other mem¬ 
bers will find time to making like con¬ 
tribution and clear out their fence 
rows of the underbrush growing up 
into our REA lines. 

AS INDICATED IN OTHER 
ARTICLES, ON THIS SUBJECT, 
FOR YOUR COOPERATIVE TO 
TRANSPORT PAID EMPLOYEES 
TO DISTANT POINTS OF THE 
SYSTEM FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
CLEARING THE UNDER BRUSH, 
IS VERY EXPENSIVE TO YOUR 
COOPERATIVE, AND WILL IN¬ 
CREASE YOUR OPERATING | 
EXPENSES CONSIDERABLY. 
THEREFORE, ALL MEMBERS j 
WHO ARE CONTRIBUTING 
THEIR TIME AN DEFFORT TO: 
CLEARING OUT THEIR FENCE 
ROWS OF THE UNDER BRUSH 
ARE DEFINITLY SAVING THEIR 
COOPERATIVE CONSIDERABLE 
EXPENSE AND ARE MAKING 
FOR BETTER SERVICE ALONG 
THEIR TIME AND EFFORT TO 
THANK THOSE MEMBERS 
VERY KINDLY FOR THIER 
SPLENDID COOPERATION AND 
ARE HOPEFUL THAT MANY 
OTHER MEMBERS WILL FIND 
TIME TO MAKE ADDED CON¬ 
TRIBUTIONS. 

Thank You 
We received the following very 

nice letter from Mrs. Everett W. 
Rennels, Carmi, Illinois, R.F.D. No. 5. 

“Dear Sirs, Enclosed please find 
$10.00 to apply on light bill. I be¬ 
lieve the current bill was $7.07 so 
apply the $2.93 remainder on the De¬ 
cember bill please. I wish to thank 
you for all past favors of the year 
1944 and wish 1945 to be prosperous 
to the Co-op. Thanking you—Mrs. 
Everett W. Rennels.” 

We have complied with Mrs. Ren- 
nel’s request and wish to thank her 
very kindly for the very nice letter 
and the good wish for a prosperous 
1945 for our Cooperative. 

We are sure, if our boys continue 
to meet with the successes on all the 
fighting fronts we will have a pros¬ 
perous 1945 because when the war 
is won and fighting is no more, we 
are sure all of our members will feel 
more like doing more for themselves 
on the home front and will be able 
to use many electrical appliances 
which they so badly need and which 
are not available at this time. 

We, too, wish Mr. and Mrs. Ren¬ 
nels and in fact, all of our members 
a most prosperous and successful 
1945. 

★ ★ # 

Still Available 
There are still a number of differ¬ 

ent type water pumps available ac¬ 
cording to reports from the various 
dealers. Those members who are in¬ 
terested in purchasing a water pump 
should plan to do so at an early date 
because the dealers report that they 
are receiving many calls and in fact 
are selling quite a number of the 
water systems, and in view of the 
new difficulties the manufacturers are 
experiencing in the use of critical ma¬ 
terials which go into making up water 
pumps, it is possible the sale of the 
water pumps may be necessarily de¬ 
ferred, for a period of time. 

Therefore, as the old saying goes, 
“the early bird will get the worm.” 
If you are interested in purchasing a 
water pump for your farm needs, 
then it would be well for you to plan 
to be one of those early birds. This 
is one of those cases where you 

should not put off until tomorrow 
what you can do today. We reconw 
mend that you get in touch with you? 
pump dealer at the earliest possible 
time in order that you will be sure 
to get the pump you are needing. 
Following is listed some of our mem¬ 
bers who have purchased pumps dur¬ 
ing the month: Omer Garner, Wayn^A 
City; Tom Murphy, Wayne City; F. 
E. McDuffee, Wayne City; E. W, 
Allyrr, Springerton, 

If they are close neighbors to you, 
it is possible you may be able to get 
some information from them about 
your pump needs. In considering 
purchase of pumps, we strongly rec¬ 
ommend that you consider installing 
a pressure pump system because soon¬ 
er or later you will want running^ 
water through the house and th* 
farm buildings and with a pressure 
system on the farm, it will be a sim¬ 
ple matter for you to extend water 
under pressure to most any point on 
the farm. 

Running water on the farm is only 
as convenient as you make it. It is 
very much like electricity; it can only 
go where you provide proper wiring. 
Likewise, it would be necessary to^ 
pipe the water to the different loca¬ 
tions. However, again like electricity 
you must have an adequate supply 
at the source in order to have satis¬ 
factory service. Of course a pressure 
water system is like a generating sta¬ 
tion in that it will accumulate the 
water in a tank under pressure and 
then will force the water to any point 
on the farm where it is needed. Just^^ 
like the electricity is forced through 
the wires to any point where it is 
needed. So by installing a pressure 
water system now, all you need to do 
is add to it from time to time as your 
needs grow. 

* * ★ 

New Appliances 
The following have purchased J4 

b p. motors: Ernest Gregory, Fair- 
field: L. C. Brock, Fairfield; Edgar ^ 
Kcontz, Fairfield; Frank Palmer, 
Barnhill; Vernon Musgrave, Barnhillf 
Wm. Miller, Grayville; Clarence 
Black, Fairfield; Matt Thomas, En¬ 
field; Phillip Weiss, Enfield; L. K« 
Pollard, Bt. Prairie; Elsie Munsey, 
Carmi; J. W. Spence, Geff; Jesse 
Duckworth, Mill Shoals. 

The following have purchased J4 
h.p. motors: Edgar Bryan, Floral 
Fred Reid, Albion. 

Walter Tennyson, Wayne City, 
hae purchased a timer clock. 

The following have purchased 
poultry water warmers: Thomas 
Bunnage, Ellery; Guy McKibben, 
Golden Gate; Walter Tennyson, 
Wayne City; Harrison St. Ledger, 
Golden Gate; Charles R. Osbourne, 
Bluford ; Thomas Crackle, Albionf 
Herman Hawk, Geff; Leo Young, _ 
Cisne. 9 

* * *. 

NEW BOARD OF TRUSTEE 
MEMBER 

We are happy to announce 
that the Board of Trustees, at 
their last regular meeting nomin¬ 
ated and elected Mr. Evans Wil¬ 
liams, who lives about two miles 
north of McLeansboro on the 
McLeansboro-Wayne City High- 
way, to fill the unexpired term 
of our deceased board member, 
Mr. Orville Smith of Calvin, Ill¬ 
inois, who died October 27th. 

Mr. Williams is a native of 
Hamilton County, having lived 
in the close vicinity of McLeans¬ 
boro most of his life. He has 
had varied occupations. How¬ 
ever, farming has been his prin¬ 
cipal occupation in that he owns 
and operates a farm where he is 
now living. In addition he is 
carrying extra burdens by serv¬ 
ing his Hamilton County Farm 
Bureau as new Business and In¬ 
surance Agent, and is now tak¬ 
ing on added responsibilities of 
serving as a member of the 
Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative Board of Trustees. 

Because of Mr. Williams past 
and varied experiencese, we 
think Mr. Williams will be a fine 
Trustee who will represent the 
Hamilton County area very well, 

(Turn to Page Thirteen) 



JANUARY 20, 1945 ILI INOIS REA NEWS PAGE THIRTEEN 

fllewd 
MA farm 

Timmy Swishtail and Bunny Fluffball 
Have Ice-Skating Race with Jim Crow 

'l immy Swishtail, the little red squirrel, passed jim Crow so fast that 
two feathers came out of the crouds wings. Bunny Fluffball cheered 
and cheered. 

Mrs. Rabbit sat rocking back and 
forth, sewing a patch on one of 
Bunny’s plaid shirts. She watched 
the two working on her floor. AH 

^naorning long, Timmy Swishtail, the 
kittle red squirrel, and Bunny Fluff- 
ball had been working on their ice 
ikates. First, they had sharpened 
them—now they were polishing them. 

“Aren’t you finished?’’ asked Mrs. 
Rabbit, “You won’t have any time 
for skating if you spend all day pol¬ 
ishing your skates.” 

“I’m all through except for tying 
_on these jingly little bells,” Bunny 

(Bf.c-ld his mother, giving the little silver 
bells an extra hard shake. * 

“Before you go, Bunny, eat these 
Carrots—and here are some nuts for 
J’ou, Timmy," said Mrs. Rabbit. 

!And remember. Bunny, put on your 
ted earmuffs. I won’t have you 
freezing your ears.” And she gave 
his long ears a little tug. 

At last. Bunny Fluffball and Tim- 
^py Swishtail left the house, each 
^wearing bright red earmuffs and 

Carrying their shining skates. Soon 
they came in sight of the frozen pond 
which shined like a big looking-glass 
In the sun. 

“The ice looks swell,” cried Bunny, 
his breath (white in the cold air, 
“Hurry, let’s put on our skates.” 

And it wasn’t long until the fat, 
little, white rabbit and the bushy, red 

jrf>guirrel were gliding and swirling on 
^he ice-covered pond. 

“Come, let’s join hands and go 
around and around,” called Timmy— 
and away they swirled, fast as the 
Wind. 

All this while, Jim Crow had been 
sitting in top of the tree looking at 
the skating pair. Jim was a very bad 
tease. He loved to make the other 
animals mad at him. 

0T “Caw, caw,” he cried, “Such clum- 
ly skating. If I couldn’t do better 
than that I wouldn't try.” 

But Timmy Swishtail and Bunny 
Fluffball didn’t even so much as look 
at the teasing crow. 

“Caw, caw, I can fly faster than 
you can skate. You’ie afraid to race 
me. Caw, caw,” he teased. 

Timmy Swish tail didn’t like this. 
Not at all. He swished his big red 

0ul and called back, “O no, I am not 
afraid. I'll race you if you’ll put on 
skates.” 

Jim Crow wasn't a very good skat¬ 

er so he said, “O no, I haven’t any 
skates—but I will fly.” 

“You can wear mine,” said Bunny. 
“You aren’t afraid are you?” And the 
Bunny laughted at Jim Crow’s sorry 
look. 

So the crow had to come down 
from the tree and put on the ice- 
skates. How foolish to have bragged! 
And what a clumsy bird he was! He 
flapped his wings to keep from fall¬ 
ing. 

“One far the money, two for the 
show, three to get ready, four to 
GO,” called the Bunny—and around 
the pond went the big black crow 
and the litde red squirrel. 

Now Jim Crow wasn’t an honest 
bird. He was flying more than skat¬ 
ing—an by flying he got ahead of 
Timmy. The moment he was ahead 
he would call, “Caw, caw, slow¬ 
poke.” 

But Timmy Swishtail had an 
idea. He would use his tail as a sail. 
Up went his big plumed tail in the 
wind. And when the wind caught it, 
away Timmy flew. He passed Jim 
Crow so fast that two feathers came 
out of the crow’s wings. 

“You won, you won!” cried Bunny, 
whed Timmy reached the finish mark. 
The crow was still far behind. Jim 
Crow came puffing up to the finish 
mark. His legs hurt from carrying the 
skates. He took off the skates and 
handed them to Bunny—and with one 
long “Caw” he flew away. 

Once again, Timmy Swishtail and 
Bunny Fluffball joined hands to skate 
around and around the frozen pond. 

Wisconsin Ranks Second 
Wisconsin probably ranks second 

in the nation for gathering milkweed 
pods. About 350,000 bags of floss 
were gathered by school children and 
others. 

Table Trim 
IF short on flowers for mid-winter 

table decorations, you’ll find a pot 
of ivy, a bowl of fruit, nuts or veg¬ 
etables just as long on eye appeal. 
Let your imagination go, remember¬ 
ing only, to keep decorations low 
enough so that everybody at the table 
can see and be seen. 

Persons careless with “live” wires 
End up playing heavenly lyres . . , 

Happy New Year, Pen Pals! 
1945 is skipping along ... we hope 

you skip with it. Promise yourself 
to smile more, to sing more, to be 
friendly to everyone. Your popular¬ 
ity will soar. Try adding a new ac¬ 
tivity. Take on a second-mile project 
in 4-H. Sew a new dress on Mom s 
machine. Start a new hobby. Learn 
more about electricity on your farm. 
And when December 31, 1945 comes 
—how proud you’ll be. 

And, too make ’45 a year brimful 
of new friends all over the state 
through the Pen Pal Club. Write 
your letter today to Val Thoenig, 
Illinois REA News, Petersburg, 111. 

* * * 

Happy Birthday, Phyllis 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

News. I was 13 on Jan. 26. I am 
5 ft., 2 inches tall and weigh 90 
pounds. I have hazel eyes and light 
brown hair. I am in the seventh 
grade and go to the Schoenhard 
School. I have tw7o cats, Boots and 
Tommy, for pets, and two dogs, Ma¬ 
jor and Boye. 

I belong to a 4-H club. I take 
sewing. Please write to me, girls. I 
love to write letters.—Phyllis V. 
Koester, Scales Mound, 111. 

* * * 

Marilyn Rides Bike 
I am 10 and am 5 feet tall. I weigh 

85 pounds. My hair is red-brown and 
I’m in the sixth grade. 

I have several hobbies—writing, 
listening to music, and riding a bike. 
—Marilyn Hale, RR 2, Augusta, 111. 

★ * ★ 

Mary Lou Collects Postmarks 
I am 12 years old. I have brown 

hair and grey eyes. My birthday is 
May 10. I am 5 feet tall, and weigh 
82 pounds. My hobby is collecting 
postmarks. I attend North Williford 
school and belong to a 4-H club. I 
will answer all letters.—Mary Lou 
Knight, RR 1, Harrisburg, 111. 

* * ★ 

Dora Wants Pen Pals 
I am 14 and my birthday is May 25. 

I have hazel eyes, am about 5 feet 
tall, and weigh 121 pounds. I go to 
the El Paso Township High School. 
I would like to have boys and girls 
write me.—Dora Sutton, RR 1, El 
Paso, 111. 

★ * * 

Ruth Will Write 
I will soon be 17. I am a junior 

in high school. I am about 5 feet, 
5 inches tall and weigh about 105 
pounds. I have blonde hair and blue 
eyes. I would like to hear from girls 
and boys around my age. I will an¬ 
swer all letters I receive—so write, 
won’t you?—Ruth Holt, Karnak, 111. 

* * * 

Bernice in 4-H Four Years 
I am 14, have light brown hair and 

blue eyes. I am 5 feet, 2 inches tall. 
I am a freshman in Easton Commun¬ 
ity High School. 

I have been in 4-H four years. I 
live on a farm and help during the 
summer by driving the tractor. My 
favorite sports are basketball and ice 
skating. I have a small stamp collec¬ 
tion as a hobby. I would like some 
pen pals—so please write. I’ll an¬ 
swer all letters I receive.—Bernice 
Ringhouse, RFD 2, Easton, 111. 

* * * 

Mike Rides Ponies 
I would like to join the Pen Pal 

club. I am 12 and my hobby is rid 
ing my ponies. I will answer all let¬ 
ters. Please write.—Mike Cleary, 
Gridley, 111. 

* * * 

Basketball is Clara’s Favorite 
I am 15 and am 5 feet, 4 inches 

tall. I have dark brown hair and 
green eyes. My birthday is Sept. 6. 
I attend the Goode-Barren Township 
High School in Sesser. I am a junior. 

I live on a 160 A. farm 3J^ miles 
out of Sesser. I have one brother in 
the service. I am fond of most spor*s 
but basketball and bicycling are my 
favorites. I like to receive letters and 
I want to hear from boys and girls 
all over the country. I will answer 
all letters.—Clara Mae Lewis, Ses¬ 
ser, 111. 

* * * 

Rita Collects Pictures 
I am 12 and am in the seventh 

grade. I have brown hair and brown 
eyes. I am 5 feet, 2 inches tall. 

My hobbies are reading books, 
writing letters and collecting colored 
pictures of movies stars. I would like 
very much to have some pen pals. I 
wall ans-wer all letters.—Rita Rose- 
lieb, RR 2, Erie, 111. 

* * * 

Marlene Is Girl Scout 
I am 11 and am 4 feet, 10 inches 

tall. I weigh 76 pounds and have 
light brown hair and blue eyes. I go 
to the Phenix Center School. We 
live on a 90 acre farm north of Gen- 
eseo. 

I like to sing but my hobby is col¬ 
lecting movie star picture autographs. 
I am a Girl Scout and I will give- 
you my promise that I will answer all 
letters.—Marlene J. Shambaugh, RR 
2, Geneseo, 111. 

♦ * * 

Write Beverly 
I am 13 and am 5 feet 4 inches tall. 

I have brown hair and eyes. Come 
on you boys and girls—write to me 
and I will answer every letter.—Bev¬ 
erly Clutter, RR 2, Cisne, 111. 

* -* * 

Jean Enjoys Radio 
I am 15 and have blonde hair and 

blue eyes. My birthday is December 
4. I , am 5 feet, 5 inches tall and 
weigh 133 pounds. My hobby is send¬ 
ing for movie star pictures and listen¬ 
ing to the radio. I am a sophomore 
in high school. I will answer all let¬ 
ters.—Jean Travel, East Dubuque, 111. 

NEWS FROM 

Western Illinois 
Carthage, 111. 

L. C. MARVEL, Supt. 

WAYNE-WHITE— 

Annual Meeting Feb, 6, 1945 
Plans are to hold the 1945 annual 

meeting of this Cooperative, Febru¬ 
ary 6, 1945, commencing at eleven 
o’clock in the morning. Luncheon will 
be served at noon. The place for 
holding the meeting has not been def¬ 
initely decided, however this will be 
announced in the notice of the annual 
meeting which will be mailed to all 
members about January 26 or 27. 

We have secured some very fine 
attendance prizes which will be 
awarded to those members attending 
the meeting. Among these prizes are 
a quarter-horse motor; Westinghouse 
automatic electric iron; 1000-watt Ian- 
type electric brooder element; 500- ’ 
watt fan-type electric brooder ele- j 

ment; poultry water warmer; one- 
gallon self polishing wax; GE Mazda 
light bulbs and one-month’s free elec¬ 
tric service bill. 

Also we have arranged a program 
of musical entertainment and hope to 
have a speaker for the occasion. 

It should be a very binding obliga¬ 
tion of ^very Cooperative member 
to attend the annual meeting of his 
Electric Cooperative. 

* * * 

Corn Elevator Performance 
Mr. Howard Coffman of the Bent¬ 

ley neighborhood, reports the highly 
satisfactory performance of his home¬ 
made corn elevator. 

This coM elevator is operated by a 
three-quarter h.p. motor (electrically! 
driven, of course), elevates five to 
six hundred bushels of corn at a 

(From Page Twelve) 
and will do an outstanding job 
for our members in Hamilton 
County. We are sure that all 
the members in Hamilton County 
will , join us in welcoming Mr. 
Williams to the Board of Trus¬ 
tees. 

★ ★ ★ 
PRE-ALLOTING NEW LINES TO 

j BE CONSTRUCTED AFTER 
THE WAR 

Your Cooperative is quite busy at 
this time in helping groups in un¬ 
served areas to get signed up and 
lined up for REA electric lines after 
the war, when major line construction 
can again be carried on in full force. 

Many members of our Cooperative 
who are now enjoying the use of elec¬ 
tricity can be a lot of help and assist¬ 
ance to those prospects in the un¬ 
served area and we urgently request 
our old members who are now hav¬ 
ing electricity, to assist their neigh¬ 
bors in getting lined up and signed up. 

Pre-alloting new sections of line is 
slow work and there is not very much 
the Cooperative office can do until a 
certain group of people indicate to 
the office their interest in receiving 
electric service. After they once indi¬ 
cate they are interested in receiving 
electric service, then the Cooperative 
can be of every help to them, but the 
people in that particular area must 
indicate their desire for electric ser¬ 
vice and no doubt many more of them 
would do this if the old member would 
give them a helping hand. Therefore, 
we urge all of our old members to 
look around their neighborhood and 
discuss the matter with some of their 
neighbors who are not now receiving 
electric service, and if there are any 
groups who are interested, if our 
members will report them to the Co¬ 
operative office, giving the name and 
addresses of the group interested, 
your Cooperative office will make 
contact and follow it through from 
there. Your wholehearted assistance 
is requested in this matter of helping 
all unelectrified areas to get REA 
electric service. Won’t you please 
help your neighbor get the electric 
service which you are now enjoying? 

cost of twelve cents. 
(We should be pleased to hear 

from more of our members about the 
operation of their electric farm equip¬ 
ment.) 

★ * * 

Thanks—For a Christmas Gift 
The employees of the Cooperative 

are very appreciative to Mr. Don 
Gordon of Hamilton, Illinois (elec¬ 
trical appliance dealer) for the very 
fine basket of fruit, candy, nuts, 
cookies, and cigarettes presented to 
them as a Christmas gift. We mar¬ 
vel at Mr. Gordon’s ability to secure 
some of these “under-the-counter” 
items which made their way into our 
basket. 

* * * 

Operating Statistics 
December 1945 

KWH Purchased  146,400 
KWH Sold  118,098 
Members Billed   1,215 
Miles of Line    548 

New Members 
Otis and Anna Lee Farr, Robert 

and Edith McTee, Clarence and Hil¬ 
da Holtsclaw, John and Tena Lubben, 
Ferae and Orville Day, F. H. and 
Lily McCrory, Emma and J. L. 
Ewing, Harry and Beulah Wright, 
School Dist. No. 234, Buckeye, Geo. 
and Ida Hartweg, Robert E. and 
Ethel W. Allison, John H. and Frieda 
Byers, E. Glenn and Faye Robbins, 
Harold R. and Nelle Goodrich, Clar¬ 
ence and Mary A. Walker, Clarence 
F. and Pansy A. Winkler. 

If you are planning to move March 
1, kindly notify your Cooperative Of¬ 
fice in advance. 

UNWASHABLE SHADES 

Beware of washing painted silk 
lamp shades, shades with applique 
ornaments and shades made of fab¬ 
rics, such as chintz or linen, which 
shrink when wet. They must be dry 
cleaned. 
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Make Friendly 
Contacts With 

Local Editors 
Welcome Reporters To The 

Office; Tailor News Stories 
To Suit Papers 

Newspaper relations are closely 
allied with public relations and begin 
at the desk of the editor of every lo¬ 
cal publication—weekly or daily— 
which circulates in territories served 
by REA cooperatives. 

This, therefore, is a frank discus¬ 
sion of newspaper relations based on 
experience in both daily and weekly 
fields and illustrated with pictures 
taken in Breese, home of Clinton 
County Electric cooperative, where 
Superintendent Joseph Heimann and 
Editor E. J. Mahlandt work together 
for the purpose of bringing REA news 
to the attention of the reading public. 

Too often, newspaper relations are 
allowed to lag, with the result that 
editors, in some cases, are not too 
familiar with the high aims and pur¬ 
poses of the REA cooperative pro¬ 
gram and slip out of touch with rural 
electrification plans. They, at times, 
do not understand fully the prolonged 
fight w'hich the REA is making to 
bring electricity to rural areas or the 
occasional bitter criticism directed 
against REA activities. Not, as often 
seems the case, because they are op¬ 
posed to the REA, but usually, be¬ 
cause essential REA information has 
not been given them. 

Good Contact 
Never take an editor’s state of mind 

for granted. His paper goes to peo¬ 
ple on utility lines as well as those 
on REA lines. He is your contact 
with those who know wThat the REA 
cooperative program has done, as 
well as with city residents, some of 
whom still think of REA as another 
government agency with millions to 
spend and no thought of getting any 
returns for the huge outlay of cash. 

Your local editor will probably be 
on your side if he is fully informed. 
If he knows what REA is all about, 
chances are that fewer unfavorable 
stories will slip by his busy blue pen¬ 
cil. 

Across every newspaperman’s desk 
these days there flows a constant 
stream of so-called handouts. Every 
government agency in the nation and 
hundreds of various organizations 
mail him material with the request 
that it be used. Much of this mater¬ 
ial goes, where it usually belongs, 
in his ever-ready waste paper basket. 

In this period of newsprint short¬ 
age where every inch of paper is 
made to count, editors must of neces¬ 
sity conserve space to get in as wide 
a variety of news items as possible to 
please the majority of readers. So 
. . . keep the stories you want pub¬ 
lished in your local papers short; 
make your words work for you. Bet¬ 
ter to get a short story in print than 
none at all. 

And—here’s a tip—nearly every 
weekly and daily paper has occa¬ 
sional special editions when local ad¬ 
vertising is particularly heavy and 
when it pays to put out a larger 
newspaper. If you’re a friend of your 
editors, they’ll tell you when such 
special editions are planned. On 
these occasions, editors generally wel¬ 
come all the news copy they can get. 
Find out how much space they’ll let 
you have and then tailor your ma¬ 
terial to suit their needs. 

Make friends with your local ed¬ 
itors, welcome reporters to your of¬ 
fice and try and give them news— 

■not merely publicity. 

THE BREESE JOURNAL, LOCATED IN THE HOME COMMUN¬ 
ITY OF CLINTON COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE—has gone 
to press, and for a few moments there’s time to plan job work for the rest 
of the week and consider next week’s edition. Upper Left—Charles Perkes, 
manager of the plant, looks over a letterhead to be printed for the cooper¬ 
ative, before the type form is finally “locked up’’ and slipped into place 
on the job press. Upper right—E. J. Mahlandt, editor and publisher of the 
paper, talks over an idea for an REA cooperative story for the next issue 
of the Journal. Mr. Mahlandt is also postmaster at Breese. Inset—View of 
the Journal office, with the Clinton County cooperative truck parked at 
the curbing 

MILK INCREASE 
Output of milk in England and 

Wales during a 12-month period end¬ 

ing May 30, 1944, was 10 per cent 
larger than in the corresponding per¬ 

iod of 1938-39, according to British 

official figures. Consumption of 

fluid milk during this period was up 
37 per cent over the same pre-war 
period. 

Wayne Bales, Son of M.J.M. Co-op 
Members, Wins National 4-1 Award 

If you get a handout from the na¬ 
tional REA office in St. Louis, re¬ 
write it, and by all means try and 
get a local angle in it. Don’t just 
fill in the blank spaces on a mimeo¬ 
graphed sheet of stereotyped copy 
with the name of the manager or 
board president. Such hand-outs are 
the bane of every editor's existence— 
but he’ll use them if you have the in¬ 
genuity to type them over, shorten 
them and get something in them about 
the REA cooperative which is serv¬ 
ing the people who buy his paper. 

Don’t be too annoyed with your 
editors if they don’t use the full text 
of the story you so laboriously pre¬ 
pared. Take comfort from the fact 
that highly paid publicists consider 
their efforts well rewarded if they 
get a paragraph or two printed from 
their original PROFESSIONALLY- 
WRITTEN stories. Newspaper ed¬ 
itors have a mania for cutting down 
stories, sometimes because they are 
too long for the space available and 
sometimes because of pure cussed¬ 
ness. Get the essential facts you want 
published in the first few sentences of 
your stories; if editors cut your copy 
they’ll cut off the bottom of the ar¬ 
ticle, but few will delete the first few 
sentences or lead of your story. 

You may think your editor is util¬ 
ity company minded because you see 
utility advertisments in his publica¬ 
tion. Don’t be alarmed. Chances are 
that he has to pay his bills like the 
rest of us, and that utility company 
advertisment represents one source of 
revenue. If possible, have your job 
printing done in newspaper shops in 
your territory .... that, too, is a 
source of revenue which your editor 
will appreciate. 

While it is true that all editors are 
not as cooperative as some, the ma- 
ority will be glad to work with you 
if you will work with them. Call at 
their offices when they have some 
time to spare for a talk and go over 
your problems with them. In this 
day—and in the future—when good 
newspaper relations are essential in 
creating good will to offset unfavor¬ 
able publicity, it is necessary that 
REA cooperatives establish their con¬ 
tacts with local newspaper editors on 
a sound, friendly AND COOPERA¬ 
TIVE basis. 

Italy has an area only slightly larg¬ 
er than the state of Nevada. 

GROSSES $36,000 DURING 
10-YEAR CAREER; IS 

20 YEARS OLD. 

Wayne Bates, 20-year-old son 

Mr. and Mrs. Byron G. Bates, 

M.J.M. Electric cooperative members 

residing near Carlinville, has been 

named one of the three national win¬ 
ners in the 4-H meat animal produce 
tion contest. 

Climaxing ten year's in 4-H work, 
Wayne has the unusual record of hav¬ 
ing grossed over $36,000 in 4-H prew^ 
jects and won more than $2200 
prize money. Now a member of th* 
rural youth organization, this shy, 
modest young farmer is an inspira* 
tion to other boys and girls who de^ 
vote much or all of their time to agri¬ 
cultural pursuits. 

Wayne began building up herds 
of purebred registered swine and beef 
in 1936 and for the last two years 
has also had complete charge of A 

232J/2-acre farm. This year his live¬ 
stock included 92 swine and 37 cattle. 
In addition, he raised 45 acres of 
corn, 20 of wheat, 60 of soybeans, 20 
of oats and 20 of clover. It was, said 
Wayne, a dawn to dusk job. 

Big Year 

Last year was a big one for 
Wayne. In September he sold his 
baby beef for the highest price paid 
in ten years at the East St. LomA 
stockyards and in November he was 
named a state winner in the meat ani¬ 
mal contest and selected as Illinois 
candidate in the national contest. 

Wayne is assistant 4-H leader of 
the 108 4-H club, which his father 
heads. He has been active in state 
4-H club judging activities and in 
1943 was state wunner in the national 
4-H achievement contest. Wayn^ 
won trips to meetings of the clui^ 
gongress in 1942 and 1944. In 1943 
he headed the first county 4-H club 
federation and at present is vice 
president of the rural youth organ¬ 
ization in Macoupin county. 

His award for winning the national 
award is a $200 college scholarship. 
He also received a pocket watch. 

A major factor in the destructive 
force of the B-29 super-fortresses i^^ 
the specially designed twin bomb bays 
arranged to carry either large bombs 
or small bombs or a mixed load. 

TAKES NATGINAL 4-H CLUB HONORS 

HERE HE IS BOYS AND GIRLS—Wayne Bates is shown in the top 

picture displaying the type of baby beef which won him national 4-H club 

honors. In the lower picture, Wayne and his mother, Mrs. Byron Bates, 

exhibit a few of the ribbons won by this Carlinville farm lad in 4-H contests, 

while centering their attention on a watch recently received by Wayne for 

taking highest 4-H honors in the nation. 

Good Newspaper Relations Necessary 
To Offset Unfavorable REA Publicity 
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V0i£ HANDS OFF - 
(From Page One) 

combined his forces with the Edman 
contingent and was the chairman of 
a pre-convention meeting which gav* 
discussion to their cause. 

Out of the minority group came a 
resolution which was placed befor« 
the committee in the following text: 

"Whereas, we desire the very 
greatest opportunity for REA to ex* 
pand to the utmost in electrifying 
rural America; and 

"Whereas, the aim and purpose of 
the REA Act is definitely non-parti* 
saxtt 

“Therefore be it resolved that this 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association favor the restoration of 
REA to an independent status 

"And further be it resolved thaf 
this resolution be voted on by secret 
ballot by delegates assembled. 

Throughout the day the committee, 
comprising two members from each of 
the ten regions, discussed the resolu¬ 
tion and it came before the closing 
session of the convention for dele¬ 
gate action with the following recom¬ 
mendation appended: 

“The foregoing resolution was pre¬ 
sented to the Committee on Resolu¬ 
tions ; considered, discussed, and it 
was the opinion of the committee that 
ultimately the Rural Electrification 
Administration should become an in¬ 
dependent agency of the United States 
Government, but that at the present 
time in view of the nation’s war em¬ 
ergency that this should not be acted 
upon, and therefore the resolution for 
the present was unanimously re- 
jected.’* 

A second reading of the resolution 
and recommendation of the committee 
was requested and furnished. A call 
for the question brought no discussion 
and the vote went before the conven¬ 
tion, with but few scarcely audible 
objections opposing its adoption. Thus 
ended a controversial subject which 
has been reverberating throughout the 
states of this nation for nearly two 
years, and which provided a pre¬ 
convention atmosphere that gave 
promise of placing NRECA on the 
spot to carry out the dictates of the 
majority. 

EXPORTED TIMBER 
Czechoslovakia, Austria, Rumania 

and Jugoslavia exported large quan- 
ities of timber prior to World 
War II. 

CATTLE CEILING 
PLACED AT $18; 

DROPS IN JULY 

ONE ILLINOIS REPRESENTATIVE was in the vanguard of conventioners attending the third annual 
meeting of the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association in San Antonio, Texas, on January 16-17. Appear¬ 
ing in the above picture, taken at convention headquarters as preparations were being made for the arriving dele¬ 
gations, are (standing, left to right) NRECA President E. J. Stoneman of the Grant Electric Cooperative; Region 
Ten Director Farrow of Texas; Secretary-Treasurer Avery C. Moore of NRECA; Fred E. Darr of the Menard 
Electric Cooperative of Illinois; and seated is Editor Harvey Schermerhorn of Wisconsin Electric Cooperative. 

Adopt Resolutions 

Serving on the resolutions com¬ 
mittee from Region Five were John 
E. Magnin of Wisconsin and Edgar 
D. Beach of Iowa. 

Among the other resolutions adopt¬ 
ed by the convention were: A call 

0pon Congress to authorize aggressive 
and complete development of the 
various rivers of the United States 
to the utilization of its natural re- 
iources in providing power, flood con¬ 
trol and reclamation of land; to co¬ 
ordinate such development with rural 
electrification to the end that power 
be made available to cooperatives and 
public or non-profit agencies at lowest 
possible rates; also a resolution asking 

^or the passage of the Lucas Bill (S. 

89); and a resolution which endorsed 
a program that would provide ex¬ 
panded telephone service into rural 
areas. 

REAFFIRM STAND - 
{From Page One) 

Welcoming to the association the 
following new members: Eastern Illi¬ 
nois Power Co-op, Paxton: Edgar 
Electric Co-op, Paris: Farmers Mu¬ 
tual Electric Co-op, Geneseo; Illinois 
Rural Electric Co-op, Winchester. 

Discussion on possible purchase 
and cooperative use of a bulldozer for 
hedge removal use. 

SALES TAX 
The American public paid Uncle 

Sam $4,212,000,000 in sales tax last 
year. 

OFFICIAL DELEGATES 
Officially representing the various 

member cooperatives of Illinois were 
the following authorized voting dele¬ 
gates attending the NRECA conven 
tion in San Antonio on January 
16-17: 

John Sargent, Adams; Vincent Al¬ 
bers, Clinton County; Walter Ris- 
ser. Corn Belt; R. L. Stanford, East¬ 
ern Illinois; C. V. Swanson, Illini 
Electric; Morris W. Birkbeck, Jo- 
Carroll; Harold C. Whitman, Mc¬ 
Donough; Homer T. Brown, Menard; 
Robert Schweickhardt, M.J.M., G. G. 
Pape, South Western; and Otto 
Finger, Southern Illinois. 

Complete registration lists did not 
include the names of many other 
co-op representatives and their wives 
who were present at the convention. 

A controversy which has 
raged long and at times bitterly 
has ended with Economic 
Stabilization Director Vinson 
fixing a maximum price of $18 
a hundredweight as a cattle 
ceiling price, effective Janu¬ 
ary 29. 

On July 2, the ceiling price will be 
dropped to $17.50 at Chicago. 
Changes in subsidy rates paid to 
packers will be effective on the same 
dates. While prime cattle in Decem¬ 
ber reached a 7-year high of $18.50, 
recent declines have cut the outside 
price paid on the Chicago market to 
$17.15. 

Opinions Given 
One reaction to the ceiling 

price was an optimistic one taken 
by a cattle salesman for one of 
the big commission companies. 
He said: ‘‘By allotting each 
slaughter a share of both the me¬ 
dium and choice cattle, I think 
it will increase competition on 
the lower grade kinds and that 
will help the farmer. You’ll see 
good and medium steers bringing 
more money. And more feed 
steers should sell at the ceiling. 
Dave Swanson, manager of the 

Chicago Producers Commission Asso¬ 
ciation, predicted greater competition 
in the country lor the better steers. 
Packers will be Inclined to go direct 
to the farm, in his opinion, particu¬ 
larly when market runs are light. 
Such a move would hurt the terminal 
selling agencies. 

A narrowing of the spread be¬ 
tween choice and lower grades is 
forecast. In other words, it will not 
pay the farmer to keep catde in the 
feed lot longer than is necessary to 
produce A or AA grade of beef. 

UNCLE SAM FIRST 

Hitler made the dive bomber fam¬ 

ous with his Stukas, but U. S. naval 

aviators invented the technique over 

the jungles of Haiti in 1919. Dive 

bombing tactics were actually devel¬ 

oped at the naval station at Pensa¬ 

cola, Fla., during the middle 1920’s. 

CONVENTION BUSINESS WAS MIXED WITH PLEASURE for these Illinois folk 

who were among the nation-wide visitors to San Antonio, Texas. (1) John Sargent, Adams, 

6 *nd Mrs. Robert Schweickhardt. MJM, pause for a look at San Antonio’s skyline; (2) Posing 

especially for Illinois REA News is this group of conventioners, left to right. Dean Searls, 

Adams; A. C. Barnes, MJM; John Sargent, Adams; Harold C. Whitman, McDonough; and 

Robert Schweickhardt, Adams; (3) President G. Wayne Welsh. AIEC, chats with Earl 

Farrow, Texas, newly elected vice president of NRECA; (4) W. B. Ellis, Walter Risser 
and Mgr. T. H. Hafer, all of Corn Belt, pause for a rest at convention headquarters; (5) 
Director Harold C. Whitman of McDonough finds relief from misery in the feet; (6) Mgr. 
Dean Searls, Adams, takes on a bit of refreshing H20; (7) Mrs. C. Nelson Warner and 
Mrs. Homer T. Brown, Menard, do a little window shopping; (8) while Messrs. Warner and 
Brown offer a contrast in stature; (9) Mesdames Sargent and Barnes rest a spell in the warm 
sunshine of San Antonio. 



PAGE SIXTEEN ILLINOIS REA NEWS ]ANUARY 20, W 

111 Complete Pulaski-Alexander Locker Plant 
Bask Plans To 1 

NEW LOCKER IS OPENED 
AT MOUNDS; HEADED 

BY FARM BUREAU 

Plans for a program to bring froz¬ 
en food locker service to hundreds of 
rural residents in southern Illinois 
are being considered by farm leaders 
in cooperation with officials of the 
Southern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive of Dongola. 

Numerous requests for such a pro¬ 
gram have been received in recent 
months at the cooperative office, with 
the result that a tentative plan has 
been formulated. 

Current proposals call for the es¬ 
tablishment of a master plant having 
slaughtering and processing facilities 
to serve a number of branch storage 
lockers located at central points in 
the 6-county territory in which 
Southern Illinois Electric cooperative 
operates. 

The program includes a pick-up 
servic?, which entails farmers bring¬ 
ing their animals or produce to var¬ 
ious established community stations 
where trucks would call for loads to 
be taken to the master plant. Pro¬ 
cessed meat, vegetables and fruit 
products would later be returned to 
the branch plants. 

Depends on Demand 
Plans call for locating branch 

plants at convenient points so that 
patrons would have to go no farther 
than a maximum of twelve miles to 
reach lockers. Location of the plants 
will depend on requests made by 
farm users and also on the avail¬ 
ability of them to lines of Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative which 
will serve them with electricity. 

The newly opened Pulaski Alex¬ 
ander locker plant, complete with 
slaughtering facilities, at Mounds is 
considered a start in bringing frozen 
food locker service to southern Illi¬ 
nois, and could form a nucleus for a 
very economically operated locker 
setup for that part of the state. 

The new plant could be worked 
into the over-all program and would 
make possible additional service for 
the unit plants. 

The Alexander Pulaski locker plant 
cost approximately $58,000. It has 
420 lockers installed at present and 
there is room for 110 more. 

The locker room is kept at zero, 
while the deep freeze compartment 
registers 35 below. The aging room 
temperature is from 34 to 36 above, 
the chill room, 36 to 40 degrees and 
the temperature in the curing room 
is held at 40 degrees above. 

CO-OPS DO BIG 
BUSINESS; SALES 

REACH 4 BILLION 
A total of $4,000,000,000 worth of 

agricultural produce and supplies 
were handled last year through farm 
cooperatives, and all branches of the 
industry are in a thriving condition, 
reports show. 

Farmer owned agencies are selling 
almost every conceivable kind of ag¬ 
ricultural produce and cooperatives 
are buying all sorts of farm supplies 
wholesale, including spray materials, 
fertilizers, containers, feeds, tractor 
fuel, lubricating oils and greases, 
paints, fence and a host of other ma¬ 
terials. 

Despite this considerable growth, 
however, it is estimated that 90 per¬ 
cent of the farmers continue to pat¬ 
ronize private buyers and sellers. 

MORE SUBWAYS 
Europe as a whole outranks the 

United States in subway systems nine 
to four. The rest of the world has 
only three subways. Subways are re¬ 
garded as sub-surface electrified pas¬ 
senger service through tubes, tunnels 
or covered excavations. 

CLEANLINESS PLUS EFFICIENCY ARE EMPHASIZED IN THE 
PULASKI ALEXANDER LOCKER—Upper left picture (I) was taken as 
members of the Farm Bureau board assembled for a final inspection of the 
plant. Shown in the group are—Front Row—K. R. Douglas, W. E. Parker, 
Henry Wilkerson (manager), L. E. L. Lingenfelter and William Bride. 
Back Row—Otto Finger, Al Reichert, W. H. Sinks, John Bodine (plant 
engineer) and George Endicott, manager of Southern Illinois Cooperative. 
Mr. Endicott’s father is a member of the board but was not present when 
the picture was taken. Picture (2) is an exterior view of the plant, planned 
by the Pulaski-Alexander Farm Bureau. Lower Left (3) show Vivian Gunn, 
office secretary, conferring with Mr. Baker as plant activities get underway; 
and picture (4) shows the interior of the cutting and weighing room, with 
Henry Wilkerson (left), manager, and his assistant, Noal Baker. 

NEWS FROM 

Jo-Carroll 
Elizabeth, 111. 

FLOYD RUBLE, Mgr. 

Good Neighbors 

The third and final portable gen¬ 
erating unit, which once was a vital 
part of the plant on Highway 20 
used in providing electricity for the 
Jo-Carroll project, was shipped to 
the Mexican government late last 
month. 

The other two units are being used 
to furnish electricity for a large 
fluorspar mine in southern Illinois. 
Thus the cooperative’s generating 
plant, once a source of considerable 
interest for hundreds of passing mo¬ 
torists and neighboring residents, is 
at long last just a memory and the 
space it occupies returns to its orig¬ 
inal status as pasture land. 

★ * * 

Hats Off 

Your cooperative salutes Staff Sgt. 
Russell W. Dittmar, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry G. Dittmar. Russell has 
just been awarded the coveted Legion 
of Merit by Lt. Gen. Mark W. Clark, 
commanding general in Italy. 

He has been cited for exceptionally 
meritorious conduct in performance 
of outstanding services from Nov. 19, 
1943, to Sept, 8, 1944. As dispatcher 
in the freight division, transportation 
section of the Fifth Army, Russell 
demonstrated exceptional initiative, 
energy and ingenuity in meeting dif¬ 
ficult problems under trying circum¬ 
stances. The citation goes on to say 
that the Elizabeth boy made valuable 
contributions to the development of 
operating procedures, developed new 
types of operational time saving forms 
and initiated new improved methods 
of dispatch, now of proven value. 

Russell’s accomplishments were 

said to have contributed materially to 
the development of the high state of 
efficiency of the freight division and 
to the vitally important task of the 
movement of all supplies essential to 
the successful campaign of the Fifth 
Army. 

★ ★ ★ 
Still Short 

Members of the cooperative are 
asked to continue their efforts in sav¬ 
ing tin cans and greases for victory. 
Reports from the western front indi¬ 
cate that a glaring shortage, at times, 
of ammunition, supplies, mobile units 
and equipment has materially slowed 
up America’s war effort. Your sal¬ 
vaged tin cans, paper and grease will 
help speed the day of victory. 

* * • 

With more and more young farm¬ 
ers going into service in the coming 
weeks, your cooperative will employ 
every effort to continue giving you 
top electrical service. We know that 
many of you will be leaning heavier 
than ever on electrical power to as¬ 
sist you with your farm work and we 
assure you that we appreciate this 
fact and will do everything in our 
power to see that electricity remains 
your ever-ready servant. 

COAL CONSUMPTION 
In a typical year the railroads will 

use approximately 20 per cent of the 
country’s bituminous coal output; the 
electric utilities will require another 
12 to 15 per cent, the steel industries 
from 18 to 20 per cent, domestic and 
office heating a similar amount and 
the balance will go for manufactur¬ 
ing and other purposes. 

BRITISH TAXES 
Tax rates in Great Britain range 

from 32Yi per cent on the first $660 
of taxable income to 97per cent 
in the highest brackets. 

NEWS FROM 

Clinton County 
JOSEPH HEIMANN, Supt. 

Breese, 111, 

DECEMBER HONOR ROLL 

Commercial 

A. F. Strawser    4552 
Gulf Refining Co   2362 
C. F. Frazier    1530 
Lawrence Truitt    1202 
Frank L. Hasson     450 

Non-Farm 
E. W. Striebinger     800 
A. J. Marcham     478 

Farm 
Clarence Dickhaut    1249 
Harvey Klingelhoefer     720 
Joseph H. Heimann     683 
Vincent Albers     520 
Vincent Schaefer     520 
Harvey Harpstrite     516 
Albert Leicht     490 
Al Groene     451 
George White     450 
Joseph Meyer     440 
Bernard Gebke      434 
Charles Good     426 
Emma Schumacher     411 
Wm. Ranz     401 
Louis Heimann      405 
Mont Criley     387 
Gerhard Timmermann 384 
Joseph Ratermann     376 
Anthony Rakers     375 
Alvis Loepker     373 
Orville Rinderer     372 
Mrs. Emelia Heimann     370 
Marie Lippert     363 
Millard Felton     358 
Robert Bales      357 
Wm. Varel       348 
Frank Hansemann ............   346 
Ben Bruns       340 
Henry Korte     340 
Walter Hester     340 
Ed Carson       339 
Ben M. Meyer      339 
Alphonse Hustedde     331 
Harry Huelskoetter      326 
Lewis Wiedle         319 
Robert Hayden      300 
Theo. Zurliene     300 

Our Sympathy 
Pfc. Edwin A. Lappe, son of Mr. 

and Mrs, George Lappe residing 
northeast of Breese was killed in ac¬ 
tion on November 29, 1944 some¬ 
where in France. We wish to extend 
sympathy to the bereaved family. 

Joseph Schuette of St. Rose, owner 
of an electrified farm, passed away 
Christmas morning at 5:50 o’clock, 

* It It 

News Notes 
Staff Sergeant Oliver Luber of 

Marine, Illinois and Miss Mary Holt-^ 
grave, daughter of Mr. and Mrs, 
Frank Holtgrave, were marrifti re¬ 
cently.—Congratulations. 

A baby daughter was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph Peters, Bartelso, on 
December 29. 

★ * * 
‘ Pleasant Surprise of My Life ’ is 

how Pfc. Aloysius Pingsterhaus d«- _ 
scribed meeting his brother Pvt. Vin-A® 
cent, somewhere in the South Pacific. 
These are sons of Mr. and Mrs. Bea 
Pingsterhaus, Sr., users of current 
furnished by this co-op. 

* * * 

Mr. Vincent Albert,s president and 
Joseph H. Heimann, manager, at¬ 
tended the annual meeting of the Na¬ 
tional Rural Electric Cooperative As¬ 
sociation in San Antonio, Texas. ^ 

GERMANS PROVIDE 
ELECTRICITY FOR 

ALLIED INVASION 
An invasion assisted by the 

Germans has been revealed by 
the Army. This freak of war has 
been removed from the military 
secret list and is reported by the 
Herald-Tribune (New York) as 
follows: 

“On the first night of the in¬ 
vasion of southern France, the 
Americans plugged into the Nazi 
power system and lighted the 
beach with electricity supplied by 
a German-operated plant fifteen 
miles away. The Army thought 
this was too good to be true— 
getting enemy electricity to light 
their way into France—and that 
the Germans would promptly cut 
it off. But for some reason the 
Germans kept on for three weeks 
pumping electricity into Ameri¬ 
can installations. In that period 
nearly one-third of the electricity 
which lighted and powered the 

Allied invasion was furnished 
through the courtesy of the Get 
man Army.” 

A 


