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Iowa, } Visconsin Join Illinois In 
Protest Of Move To Washington 

Presides At First State Board Meeting 

PRESIDING AT THE FIRST MEETING of the state board of directors, Illinois Association of Electric 
Cooperatives, since his election as president, Robert Schweikart of Dow, (M. J, M. Electric co-op, Carlmville,) 
sits at the head of the table with A. E. Becker of Petersburg, state coordinator, in a busy session at Hotel Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln, Springfield. Shown in the midst of discussion, left to right, Ronald L. Stanford of Loda, (Eastern 
Illinois co-op, Paxton,) E. Clyde Lewis of Ashland, (Menard Electric co-op, Petersburg), Coordinator Becker, 
President Schweickhart, L. Wayne Welsh, of Sciota, (McDonough Electric co-op, Macomb) and Everett Read of 
Elizabeth, (Jo-Carroll Electric co-op, Elizabeth). Also at the meeting were Vincent Albers of Bartelso, (Clinton 
County Electric co-op, Breeze,) J. Wesley Barth of Cisne (Wayne-White Electric co-op, Fairfield,). Harry 
Sickmeyer of Campbell Hill, (Egyptian Electric co-op, Steelville.) newly elected to the state board, was unable 
to attend the meeting. 

ARNOLD P. BENSON 
NAMED DIRECTOR OF 

AGRICULTURE DEPT 
Arnold P. Benson of Batavia was 

appointed November 15 as director 
of the state department of agriculture 
to succeed the late Howard Leonard. 
He assumed his new duties the follow¬ 
ing day, resigning as assistant state 
treasurer, a post he had held since 
January. 

In announcing the appointment. 
Governor Dwight H. Green commend¬ 
ed Benson’s long record of service 
to Agriculture and as a member of 
the state senate where he served 
from 1933 to. 1944, representing the 
14tht district composed of Kendall and 
Kane counties. In 1939 he served as 
minority leader of the senate Repub¬ 
licans and in 1941 was elected ma¬ 
jority leader and president pro tern 
of the upper house, a position he held 
again in the 1943 session. 

Benson has been publisher of the 
Batavia weekly Herald since 1927 
and as its editor gained considerable 
experience in dealing with the prob¬ 

Arnold P. Benson 

lems of agriculture. In hi* legislative 
service he had occasion to become 
thoroughly familiar with agricultural 
legislation and the operations of the 
department. 

Praised by Governor 
In making known the appointment, 

Governor Green said: “Director Ben- 
*on has proved his ability and his 
understanding of agricultural prob¬ 
lems through his outstanding service 
in the state senate. During his three 
terms as senator he represented a 
district in which agriculture is pre- 

(Turn to Page Seven) 

Welcome! 
By a vote of the board of di¬ 

rectors of Illinois Valley Electric 
cooperative, Princeton, its 2500 
members will begin receiving the 
Illinois REA News each month 
beginning with the December is¬ 
sue. This new subscribing coop¬ 
erative is warmly welcomed to 
the list of those which recognize 
the incalculable value of an intel¬ 
ligently informed membership in 
promoting the REA program in 
Illinois. 

28 MILLION NEEDED 
FOR AREA (OVERAGE 

BY ILLINOIS CO-OPS 
An estimated $28,994,712 will be 

required by the 27 REA cooperatives 
in Illinois to provide complete area 
coverage in their respective terri¬ 
tories, is was disclosed this month by 
T. H. Hafer, manager of Corn Belt 
Electric cooperative, Bloomington, 
chairman of a manager’s association 
committee studying the program lead¬ 
ing toward service for every farm¬ 
stead in Illinois served by an REA 
cooperative. 

(Turn to Page Seven) 

C. F. Blickley, Regional 
Engineer With REA, Dies 

Carlton F. Blickley, Construction 
Engineer for Region Five, died in St. 
Louis on November 11, after an ex¬ 
tended illness. He was associated 
with REA in its Design and Con¬ 
struction Division. Known as “Blick” 
to many friends throughout the re¬ 
gion, and within the staff of REA, 
he was held in high regard for the 
application of his abilities to the fur¬ 
therance of rural electrification. 

A native of Grand Rapids, Michi¬ 
gan, Mr. Blickley was graduated 
from the University of Cincinnati 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Civil Engineering. 

CONGRESSMEN REPLY 
TO CO-OPS’ PROTEST 

OVER MOVING OF REA 
In carrying out the provisions of a 

resolution adopted by a number of 
the Illinois REA cooperatives and 
by the state-wide board of the Il¬ 
linois Association of Electric Cooper¬ 
atives, opposing the return of REA to 
Washington, letters were sent out 
last month to all Illinois members of 
congress asking for support in pro¬ 
testing the agency’s removal from St. 
Louis. 

Replies in general indicated that 
members of congress were not, on the 
whole, advised previously of the rea¬ 
sons for the decision by Agriculture 
Department officials that REA should 
move back to the Nation’s Capital 
and many letters advised that an in¬ 
quiry had been made to the USDA 
asking for clarification of the reasons 
for the move. 

This response from some congres¬ 
sional representatives came as a sur¬ 
prise in view of the widely heralded 
announcement by Secretary of Agri¬ 
culture Anderson that moving REA 
to Washington would make it “more 
accessible” to members of the con¬ 
gress who, he implied, were desire- 
ous of having the agency back in the 
same city with*the legislators. 

Arguments Repeated 
With his reply, Senator Scott W. 

Lucas forwarded a communications 
from Charles F. Brannon, assistant 
to Secretary Anderson, who gave the 
following account of the Department's 
reasons for ordering the move: 

“It is true that certain advant¬ 
ages do exist for location of REA 
in St. Louis. It is generally be¬ 
lieved, however, that advantages 
of closer coordination and inte- 

(Turn to Page Five) 

OPPOSITION TO REA 
BY UTILITIES AIRED 
AT REGIONAL MEETING 

Taking the lead in protesting the 
removal of the Rural Electrification 
Administration from St. Louis to 
Washington, Illinois representative* 
at the regional meeting of NRECA 
in Chicago presented a resolution ex¬ 
pressing the protest, which was unani¬ 
mously adopted by the delegates from 
Wisconsin and Iowa, incorporating 
the recommendation that all member* 
of congress from the three states be 
asked to support the cooperatives la 
having St. Louis named as the per¬ 
manent headquarters of the govern¬ 
ment agency. 

Originally adopted at an Illinois 
regional meeting in Jacksonville and 
subsequently passed as a resolution 
by the state-wide Illinois board, meet¬ 
ing in Springfield, the protest against 
REA’s removal was registered with 
the Region Five representatives fully 
aware that plans for moving the 
agency had been definitely decided 
upon and that a long fight was ahead 
if the decision is to be reversed and 
REA moved again to the St. Louis 
city. 

Primarily the Chicago conference 
took recognition of the fact that 
cooperative power is today facing 
the bitterest fight ever waged against 
its program of rural electrification, 
with the private power interests of the 
country united in Washington against 
legislation designed to assure the post¬ 
war expansion of REA. This at¬ 
tack by the private utilities is directed 
against the Poage Bill, which would 
make $550,000,000 In loan fund* 
available for REA expansion during 
the next three years. The bill ha* 
been before a subcommittee of the 
house interstate commerce committee 
for the past month. On October 17, 
Grover C. Neff of Madison, president 
of the Wisconsin Power and Light 
Company and a director of the Edison 
Electric Institute, appeared before 
this committee to contend that REA 
does not need more money to complete 
its job of rural electrification. 

Lobby Bares Teeth 
The full force of this utility fight, 

inspired by a gigantic lobby in Wash¬ 
ington that is being financed by the 

(Turn to Page Fifteen) 

REA MOVING DEC. 15 
Moving REA headquarters from 

St. Louis to Washington will re¬ 
quire about a month, officials of 
the agency estimated in announc¬ 
ing that the technical standards 
division will move in a body De¬ 
cember 15 to be followed about 
January 1 by the design and con¬ 
struction division. Other divisions 
will move in sections and smaller 
groups at weekly intervals. 

Between 450 and 500 employees 
will be transferred to Washing¬ 
ton leaving only field personnel 
and a temporary liaison office 
manned by a skelton staff. Some 
300 employees, unwilling to move 
to Washington have resigned, be¬ 
ing replaced by temporary substi¬ 
tutes who will not be transferred 
to the national capital, the agency 
explained. 

CO-OP PRESIDENTS GET TOGETHER 

MEETING IN CHICAGO for the annual Regional Five conference 
of NRECA were the presidents of the three state associations within the 
region, pictured above, from left to right: President Robert Schweickhart, 
Association of Illinois Electrie Cooperatives; President O. J. Grau, Iowa 
Rural Electric Cooperative’s Association; and President W. E. Owen, 
Wisconsin Electrie Cooperative. 
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Strength in Numbers! 
In regional meetings of 

NRECA throughout the coun¬ 
try one note was sounded re¬ 
peatedly which should become 
art of the creed of every mem- 
er of an REA electric cooper- 

ative — THERE IS 
STRENGTH IN NUMBERS! 

The very word “coopera¬ 
tive” in itself is one denoting 
unison and common purpose. It 
is impossible to “cooperate” all 
alone! 

From pioneer days when 
men worked together to build 
their log houses, each working 
for the other, and in turn, earn¬ 
ing the services of his neigh¬ 
bors when it was time to build 
his own house, cooperative ef¬ 
fort has proved a sound means 
of getting done what was re¬ 
quired at the least expense and 
without a profit to any one in¬ 
dividual or group of individ¬ 
uals. 

Had our forefathers, invad¬ 
ing the wilderness to open a 
new land for later generations 
of Americans, waited for a con¬ 
tractor to arrive on the scene 
to build their houses, this coun¬ 
try might be a hundred years 
behind in its development of 
the territory west of the Mis¬ 
sissippi. 

Yet when farmers of this 
Generation band together in 
cooperative effort, pledging 
their resources and their 
singleness of purpose, to 
pioneer the development of 
electrification for rural Am- 
erica, powerful utility inter¬ 
ests are raised in loud pro¬ 
test and the song is heard in 
discordant chorus that the 
power companies can do the 
job which for fifty years they 
failed to do simply because ' 
they insisted on a profit from 
their enterprises. 
What would have been the 

answer, we wonder, if after 
the Old West was partly set¬ 
tled, a group of building con¬ 
tractors protested that when 
men built their own houses with 
the help of their neighbors, 
they were stifling “free enter¬ 
prise” and endangering Amer¬ 
ica’s very concept of individual 
initiative and freedom of op¬ 
portunity! 

It would seem very unlikely 
that those staunch pioneers of 
another era would have supin¬ 
ely acceded to the demands of 
the contractors and stopped 
building their own houses, 
v/aiting, meanwhile, for the 
men of the building industry 
to move westward to do the 
job for them. It would be par¬ 
ticularly difficult to convince 
the early settlers if the con¬ 
tractors i~i-; a cruaran- 

tee of “reasonable” profits be 
made by those in need of 
houses or it would be neces¬ 
sary to wait until enough 
neighbors were ready to build 
to make it worthwhile for or¬ 
ganized builders to move into 
a community to do the job. 

After ten years of pion¬ 
eering rural electrification 
and bringing the limitless 
benefits of central station 
power to hundreds of thous¬ 
ands of farms, the entire 
REA program now finds 
itself under the most blister¬ 
ing attack by the utilities 
since it first opened the way 
for rural communities to bor¬ 
row money through a Gov¬ 
ernment agency to finance 
the construction of power 
lines. 

During the earlier years of 
REA the power companies 
were loathe to consider the 
rural electrification program of 
any real significance in the de¬ 
velopment of power distribu¬ 
tion; later many utility officials 
adamantly refused to sell pow¬ 
er to REA cooperatives or de¬ 
manded such an exhorbitant 
wholesale rate as to assure the 
cooperative would ultimately 
fail in its financial obligations 
and become defunct. 

It required intervention by 
the Federal Government to 
compel certain power com¬ 
panies to serve REA coopera¬ 
tives and by Government nego¬ 
tiation, others were required to 
adopt rate scales which were 
not prohibitively high. Immedi¬ 
ately the first hue and cry was 
raised that the Government 
was in business and in competi¬ 
tion with private enterprise and 
threatening the investments of 
its frugal citizens! 

As the REA program forg¬ 
ed ahead and cooperatives 
grew in size and scope, new 
and more intense attacks a- 
gainst them by the power 
companies threatened to cur¬ 
tail cooperative progress by 
cutting off funds at the 
source—through pressure on 
the Congress and high gov¬ 
ernment officials applied by 
the utility syndicates. If no 
further appropriations were 
given the Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration, those 
opposing it concluded, it 
would mean that eventually 
the cooperatives would die 
on the vine. 
To protect their investments 

and assure the liquidation of in¬ 
debtedness incurred, REA co¬ 
operatives found it was only 
through concerted action that 
they could successfully combat 
the attacks being made against 
them. It is worthy of note that 
the REA cooperatives have al¬ 
ways been the object of attack 
and merely defended them¬ 
selves and their right to seek 
the better life for farmers 
through the benefits of electri¬ 
city; they have never had oc¬ 
casion to organize for an attack 
on the power utilities and to 
demand that those representa¬ 
tives of private enterprise be li¬ 
quidated or destroyed. Perhaps 
the cooperatives have turned 
the other cheek too long! 

Unfortunately there are still 
a number of cooperatives (in 
Illinois and in other states) 
which have not seen the ad¬ 
vantage in joining their state 
or national co-op associations, 
nor have they participated in 
formulating a group policy for 
electric cooperatives. It is not 
usually a matter of being op¬ 
posed to state and national 

co-op associations; these “free 
lance” co-ops merely believe 
they can make the grade alone 
and successfully resist any 
pressure brought against them 
or REA itself, and that they 
will manage, somehow, to con¬ 
tinue in operation once they 
have finished building their 
lines and liquidated their in¬ 
debtedness. 

Such isolationism by indi¬ 
vidual cooperatives is folly it¬ 
self! Should the power ultilities 
succeed, as they are striving 
now to do, in defeating the 
Poage bill in Congress, these 
cooperatives who are “going 
it alone” would find themselves 
seriously hampered, perhaps 
their very existance threatened, 
when $550,000,000 in allot¬ 
ments fails to materialize 
through the Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration in the next 
three years because the power 
companies had succeeded in 
defeating the legislation which 
would have made this sum 
available to the REA cooper¬ 
atives. 

If uniting for action does 
not produce STRENGTH 
IN NUMBERS, why have 
179 public utility companies 
banded together to oppose 
further expansion of the 
REA program? Why should 
these same 179 power comp¬ 
anies invest heavily in paid 
advertising in expensive 
magazines such as Time and 
Newsweek to persuade the 
American public that REA 
cooperatives are stifling free 
enterprise and threatening 
the savings of millions of 
small investors? 

In his address to the mem¬ 
bers of Clinton County Electric 
cooperative at their annual 
meeting in Breeze last month, 
William J. Neal, deputy REA 
administrator, stressed the 
danger in the seemingly inno¬ 
cent tactics of the power comp¬ 
anies to throttle further con¬ 
struction of generation and 
transmission facilities by REA 
cooperatives, 

Neal emphasized that the 
power companies are UNITED 
in their efforts to undermine 
the cooperatives and that they 
are cloaking in what appear to 
be “reasonable” arguments 
their suggestions for eliminat¬ 
ing the antagonism which has 
been created between the util¬ 
ities and the cooperatives. 

These “reasonable” argu¬ 
ments simply urge the genera¬ 
tion and transmission of all 
electric power be retained ex¬ 
clusively by the power comp¬ 
anies and that the REA coop¬ 
eratives devote their attention 
to distribution only. 

But the power magnates 
do not come into the arena 
with clean hands in present¬ 
ing such a suggestion for 
friendly compromise. It is 
plainly impossible to DIS¬ 
TRIBUTE power that is 
NOT generated! And it is 
plainly impossible to DIS¬ 
TRIBUTE power if it can¬ 
not be purchased at a rate 
consistent with operating a 
solvent cooperative! 

Past experience has taught 
the cooperatives that without 
the saluatory affect of co¬ 
operative-owned generation 
and distribution facilities 
somewhere in the picture, the 
utilities do not chose to sell 
power at fair wholesale rates, 
or sell it at all, if they can 
prevent themselves. And 
without power at fair rates 

there will be no REA coop¬ 
eratives! 
What does all this mean to 

the average member of an REA 
cooperative? If the public util¬ 
ities succeed in curtailing the 
Rural Electrification Adminis¬ 
tration program and nullifying 
much of what has already been 
accomplished toward bringing 
electricity to rural America, 
will it make any real difference 
to those now on REA high- 
lines? 

Yes, it simply means that 
some day, if the power comp¬ 
anies continue their monopolis¬ 
tic control of generation and 
transmission, the farmer who 
now shares in the benefits of 
an REA cooperative will one 
day find his lines taken over by 
a utility, his rates will go up ■ 
sharply, he will have no fur-1 
ther voice in the operations of 
his electric association because 
it will have dwindled away in¬ 
to insolvency because excessive 
wholesale rates made impos¬ 
sible operating without a loss. 

It is hardly necessary to 
mention the situation to be 
faced by the farmer still 
waiting for electric service. 
In over fifty years the power 
companies managed to bring j 
central power station service 
to 743,954 rural consumers, 
while in the ten years of its 
existance, REA has furnish¬ 
ed service to nearly 1,409,000 
farmsteads. If the utilities 
succeed in their present cam¬ 
paign, many farmers will not 
see electric service in their 
lifetime and those who do 
eventually get it will have 
had an indeterminate waif! 

It has been said, perhaps 
with good reason, that farmers 
as a whole are slow to act and 
deliberate in their decisions to 
take a firm stand. It is true, 
however, that once the farmers 
are aroused to the necessity 
for action, they are a formid¬ 
able power to be reckoned with 
and can make themselves heard 
and understood. 

If ever there was a time 
when the views and wishes of 
the American farmer should be 
made ringing clear, that time 
is NOW! If a time for demon¬ 
strating the STRENGTH IN 
NUMBERS ever presented it¬ 
self, that time is here! 

Only through the unified 
action of the members of 
REA cooperatives? through 
the unified action of the co¬ 
operatives themselves, 
through the unified action of 
the several cooperative state 
associations, can the REA 
program be strengthened and 
expanded and those who 
would oppose it, defeated ut¬ 
terly. 

No greater power exists in 
a republican form of govern¬ 
ment than that of the voice of 
the people. It behooves every 
cooperative member to urge 
that his cooperative join with 
other cooperatives in forming 
a united stand against those 
who would destroy REA bene¬ 
fits; it behooves every cooper¬ 
ative member to take up his 
pen (or his old stub pencil!) 
and write his opinions to his 
representatives in Congress, 
and to do so NOW! 

YOU must be numbered a- 
mong those whose voice is 
heard if there is to be 
STRENGTH IN NUMBERS! 

The soil that has an abundant and 
well-balanced supply of necessary 
nutrients has the best chance of pro¬ 
ducing top yields. 

NEWS FROM 
Corn Belt 

Bloomington, 111. 

T. H. HAFER, Supt. 

J, A. Leys Passes Away Suddenly 
John Albert Leys of 701 East Mon¬ 

roe street, office supervisor for the 
Corn Belt Electric Cooperative, died 
suddenly at his home at 7:45 p. m. 
Monday. He had worked in the office 
until 3:00 p. m., and had walked to 
the downtown area on business when 
he became ill. 

The body was taken to the Beck 
Memorial home. Funeral arrange¬ 
ments are incomplete. 

He was born Nov. 24, 1881, at 
Metamora, son of John and Anna 
Leys. The family later moved to 
Eureka where he attended school and A 
Eureka college. He worked for the 
Big Four railroad from 1902 to 1918, 
as freight-agent in various places. He 
was also employed by J. F. Hum¬ 
phrey company at one time. Since 
1938, he had been employed by the 
electric cooperative. 

He married Stella Risser in 1904, 
who survives. 

Also surviving are a son, Dr. 
Wayne R. L dean of faculties of A 
Roosevelt college, Chicago; two 
grand children, and a sister, of Free¬ 
port, Texas. 

He was a member of the First 
Christian Church, Bloomington Con¬ 
sistory and Arts and Crafts lodge, 
No. 1017, A.F. and A.M. 

Mr. Leys had been with the Co¬ 
operative in this capacity for six 
years and had been of invaluable as¬ 
sistance in making plans and proce- ^ 
dures for the work in the office. H:s 
experince and wisdom will be very 
much missed. 

Dan Teare REA Farm Specialist 
Visits Co-op 

Dan Teare the REA farm electrical 
economist specialist visited your Co¬ 
op recently to assist members in mak¬ 
ing feed grinders and other equip¬ 
ment installations. Mr. Teare has 
had years of experience and we will £ 
look forward to some good informa¬ 
tion and help from him in the future. 

N.R.E.C.A. District Meeting 
Your Co-op was represented at the 

National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association district meeting at Chi¬ 
cago recently by your president and 
manager. Mr. Clyde Ellis, executive 
secretary of the National Association 
who has been in the Navy has re¬ 
turned and will be on the job in 0 
Washington. Mr. Wayne Welsh was 
re-elected Illinois director and E. J. 
Stoneman re-elected district director 
in the National Association. 

Co-op Directors Protest REA Move 
To Washington and Ask For Support 

For Poage Bill 
Your directors at the last meeting 

protested to President Truman and 
others the removal of the REA office 
to Washington from St. Louis. They 0 
believe that this move will make it 
harder for REA to give the service 
needed to the majority of the Coop¬ 
eratives. 

The Poage Bill H.R. 1742 provides 
more funds for REA to loan to coop¬ 
eratives. There are farms already 
wired for service in Illinois requiring 
$8,000,000 to build lines to them. 
REA at present has $1,500,000 avail¬ 
able for Illinois co-ops. It is essen- ® 
tial that our congressmen understand 
this situation, therefore your directors 
have sent it to them in a resolution 
asking for their support. 

Oldest Building 
The oldest federal building in the 

capital is the White House. 

On most cultivated land, nitrogen 
scarcity is a bottleneck in the produc¬ 
tion of high yields of corn and grain, 
agricultural specialists at the Uni¬ 
versity of Illinois declare. 
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Hazards Created by 
Brush and Hedges 

May Endanger Life 

REMOVING POSSIBLE HIGH-LINE HAZARDS 

BY ELWIN S. DeLONG 
Menard Electric Cooperative 

Petersburg, Illinois 
To keep power and distribution 

lines from interruption Is one of the 
major problems of all REA coopera¬ 
tives and every member of a co-op 
should consider himself a trouble- 
spotter and promptly report any 
trouble to his local office. 

Falling limbs, hedges, dead trees 
and poorly trimmed trees contribute 
more than any other factors to create 
power interruptions. Once a tree 
falls across the high-line, it takes the 
line out of service back to the sec- 
tionalizing fuse. This may affect one 
to as many as several hundred REA 
co-op members, depending, of course, 
on the number served by that parti¬ 
cular line. 

A power interruption may be 
only for a few minutes or it may 
last several hours, depending up~ 
on how quickly the trouble is re¬ 
ported, however, the important 
work of restoring service is de¬ 
layed, sometimes unnecessarily, 
A co-op member should report a 

power interruption as soon as he pos¬ 
sibly can do so; managers and their 
line crews much prefer having a doz¬ 
en reports of the same trouble spot 
than no report at all until hours after 
the service has been interrupted. 
Don’t wait to let “the other fellow’’ 
call the local REA co-op office. Do 
it yourself! 

Keeping Lines Clear 
The surest way to prevent serious 

power interruptions is to maintain 
proper clearance of underbrush and 
hedge growth on your own property. 
This should be the first responsibili¬ 
ty of every REA cooperative mem¬ 
ber and should be made a regular part 
of “odd jobs” around the farm. 

Hedge grows rapidly and the best 
way to eradicate it is to take it out 
by the roots. One of the most effec¬ 
tive ways of doing this is to have it 
pushed out of the way with a bull¬ 
dozer, cutting deeply enough into the 
•oil to rip the roots out or chop them 
off so short they cannot continue to 
grow. 

Few farmers seem to realize that 
hedge will grow high enough in three 
years to send sprouts up into the 
power lines. Whipped by winds, 
these sprouts can cause serious inter¬ 
ruptions and such interruptions in¬ 
variably occur at the most inoppor¬ 
tune times (milking time, a cake in 
the oven, when water must be pumped, 
during a favorite radio program!) 
an incur unnecessary expense to 
both the member and his cooperative. 

Dangerous Line Hazards 
Not alone a serious power in¬ 

terruption, but death itself can 
be the penalty for failure to re¬ 
port possible causes for troubles 
along the high-lines. Old trees or 
a falling limb during a storm 
could strike a person below or 
cause damage and possible in¬ 
jury should it crash down on a 
car along the road. 
Such limbs or dead trees, falling 

across the power line can whip the 
line down, possibly striking a person 
and instantly electrocuting him. If 
you know or should see a tree that 
overhangs the high-line, or some oth¬ 
er condition along the line that might 
lead to serious trouble, report it with¬ 
out delay to your cooperative head¬ 
quarters or to the maintenance man 
serving your immediate area. It is 
DANGEROUS to delay! 

Every cooperative manager and his 
line crews are dedicated to the task 
of providing the most trouble-free 

electric service humanly possible but 
to do the job efficiently, every co-op 
member must do his full share of 
“cooperating” by notifying his central 

NO JOB FOR AN AMATEUR! Removing overhanging limbs on REA 
cooperative high-lines is the work of an expert who knows the technique of 
working around hot or cold' lines as the particular problem may require. 
He must be able to predict exactly where the branches wilt fall, move with 
the agility of a monkey, and be prepared to cling to the remaining stump if 
it whips back after the end is sawed off. Etwin E. DeLong, professional 
tree-trimmer of Petersburg, is shown in the process of removing offending 
branches under an REA line. Top photo shows him preparing to take off 
limbs directly under the power Hnes, middle view shows him starting on the 
small ends of the branches, and bottom picture shows him sawing off first of 
two thick stumps to leave the lines entirely free of possible future trouble at 
that point. 

office of any possible hazard which 
might cause interruptions or damage 
to the REA lines. 

SAFE RULES TO REMEMBER 
1. Never attempt to remove a 

tree or limb that has fallen 
accross an electric line. 

2. Never try to pull or drag a 
fallen wire out of the way. 
DON'T TOUCH ITl YOU 
COULD BE KILLED! 

J. If you plan to cut down a 
tree near an electric line, call 
your cooperative office and ad¬ 
vise the line foreman of your 

plans. Otherwise you may en¬ 
danger your own life and that 
of others. 

4. Flashes or sparks along high- 
line wires can mean trouble. 
Report them to your REA co¬ 
operative office at once. A 
prompt report may serve to 
avert a power Interruption. 

f. Never hesitate to report con¬ 
ditions you think might be 
hazardous to the REA line. 
Your co-op office wants to 
know and is depending upon 
your cooperation. 
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A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
As the year 1945 comes to a close, 

members of our Cooperative may well 
feel proud of the splendid record they 
have made in helping win the peace. 
Through your efforts more food was 
produced for the armed forces and 
civilian use; county war bond quotas 
were oversubscribed; scrap and sal¬ 
vage drives succeeded in your com¬ 
munities and civilian defense activities 
carried through to completion,. You 
may well feel proud of your record 
on the home front just as we are all 
proud of the records made by those 
from our Cooperative families who 
served on the fighting front. 

The management of your Coopera¬ 
tive has made every effort to main¬ 
tain uninterrupted service to its mem¬ 
bers and extend lines to additional 
farm homes so that electricity could 
be used to advantage and partially 
overcome the farm labor shortage. 

For the first time in several years 
"Peace on Earth Good Will Toward 
Men" can be sung again as a prayer 
of Thanksgiving that peace has come 
to our nation. 

We are happy to welcome home all 
those who have served with the 
armed forces and to wish a speedy 
return home for those still in service. 
To the families of those men and wo 
men, who made the supreme sacrifice, 
may you find comfort in the thought 
that they did not give their lives in 
vain, , -> 

The future of your Cooperative ap 
pears bright for 1946. During the 
year 246 new user members were 
added to make a total of 2994 mem 
bers now receiving service from your 
Cooperative. 

An allocation bas been granted 
which will permit the Cooperative to 
add 97 miles to your System as soon 
as it can be built. It will service 300 
new members. 

Manager A. E. Becker and members 
of your Board of Directors have sin 
cerely appreciated your cooperation 
and loyalty during the period from 
which we are emerging. It has helped 
us meet emergencies and surmount 
them. 

In closing, I wish to extend to you 
and members of your family and to 
all frieinds of our Cooperative, Sin¬ 
cere Season’s Greetings from your 
Board of Directors and Employees. 

Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) 
Henry B, Colby, 
President. 

Chick Brooders 
It seems strange with the success 

so many of our members have had 
with electric chick brooders there are 
still some who use other types. It is 
not too early to begin to think about 
building a home-made chick brooder 
between now and spring. You may 
obtain plans for a 300 chick size by 
writing your Cooperative Office. 
Heating elements or bulbs can be 
used to supply heat. Your Coopera¬ 
tive can supply you. Send a self- 
addressed, stamped envelope for plans. 

Brooder Unit Supplies 
Your Cooperative has a supply of 

heavy duty brooder heating units for 
sale, at $6.95 per set. This set in¬ 
cludes two reflecting channel heating 
units, complete with pilot light, one 
heavy duty thermostat, double wafer, 
micro snap 1500 watt switch, all con¬ 
nected with rubber cord and plug 
ready to install. 

This unit is large enough to sup¬ 
ply heat for a 300-350 home made 
chick brooder. Plans ' are available 
lor building this brooder with the pur¬ 
chase of complete unit. There are a 
large number of home-made chick 
boodars used by members who find 
them entirely satisfactory. 

Heavy duty thermostats complete 
with double wafer and micro-snap 
1500 watt switch priced complete 
$2.25. 

What Can You Suggest? 
The program committee for the 

HONOR ROLL 
Commercial 

Herman Graham 4280, Nick Babart 
2124, Gulf Refining Co. 1734, C. R 
Frazier 1394. 

Non-Farm 
E. W. Striebinger 716, A. }. Mar- 

cham 399, Rev, Elmer Holtgrave 325< 

Farm 
Clarence Dickhaut 1096, Ed Merrill 

956, Harvey Huelskoetter 805; Jos. H. 
Heimann 722; Bernard J. Hemker 661? 
Vincent P. Schaefer 610; Harvey 
Harpstrite 574; Alfred L. Stein 572? 
Paul J. Huels 532; Albert Leicht 494? 
Alvis B. Loepke 494; Frank Heinz* 
mann 489, Louis Heimann 486, Wm, 
Ranz, Jr. 480, Oliver J. Schroeder 477, 
Joseph F. Ratermann 461, Arthur O, 
Riess 458, Vincent Albers 451, George 
White 450, Henry Korte 446, Geo. H. 
Rohling 442, Frank Hansemann 437, 
Herman Koopmann 436, Ed Carson 
436, Orville Rinderer 432, Alvin Hus- 
mann 421, Lewis Wiedle 417, Edward 
Hugo 414, Emma Schumacher 410, 
Anthony Rakers 408, A1 Kalmer 403, 
Edmund Riess 400, Charles Stein 
393, Bernard Gebke 391, Rudolph 
Buehler 389, Charles R. Good 385, 
Henry Bergmann 377, Fred C. Freund 
377, Myrtle Dierkes 374, Joseph Mey¬ 
er 370, Adam Nettles 360, Wm. Mur¬ 
phy 352, Alphonse Olliges 351, Ben 
Von Hatten 350, Sam E. Pugh 344, 
Millard Felton 331, Fred Newberry 
329, Wilmer Schlichter 329, Mrs. John 
Ratermann 323, August Buehne 322, 
William Varel 318, Ben Bruns 316, 
Carrie Felton 307, Robert Hayden 
305, Lawrence Beckman 304, Geo. J, 
Ratermann 303, Charles C. Virgin 
303, Henry Kues 301, Harry Hue!-, 
skoetter 301. 

On Saturday, Nov. 3, Mr. Allyn 
Walters and Robert Lambuton of 
REA with a representative of the 
Australian government visited this 
project to obtain first hand informa¬ 
tion on the operation of an REA 
project. 

The annual meeting on October 23 
was well attended. Prizes were award¬ 
ed to the following: 

One year’s free electric service 
(Minimum Bill)—Bernard Thole. 

Electric iron—T. C. Gambill. 
Electric motor—Betty Lou Kamjte 

werth. 
Fluorescent kitchen fixture — Wm, 
Grolle. | 

Electric clock—Anna Mahlandt. 
Ploe light bracket—Herman Wild- 

haber. 
Wall fixture—Ruby Godell. 

Everyone present received a 100 
watt light bulb. 

Louis Hustedde who has been in th$ 
China, Burma and India theatre fof 
27 months, is spending a 45 day fur* 
lough with his parents, Mr. and Mrs, 
John Hustedde, who reside near the 
REA substation. 

Mrs. Joe A. Peters has undergone 
an operation and at present is in St. 
Joseph’s Hospital. We wish her » 
speedy recovery. 

Annual Meeting of the Coopera¬ 
tive members, which will be held 
Saturday, February 23, 1946, is 
interested in receiving ideas and 
suggestions regarding what mem¬ 
bers wish to have discussed at tfa* 
meeting. It is your meeting and! 
your suggestions will aid i# 
planning the program. Matt yout 
suggestions toi Mr. A. E. Becker 
c/o Menard Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, Petersburg, Illinois. 

News About Your Neighbors 
Mrs. J. R. Walker, Kilbourne: Ed 

Kaiser, Greenview; Audace Herz- 
berger, Virginia? Elizabeth Kerns, 
Pleasant Plains; Mrs. E. Clyde Lewis, 
Ashland; Mrs. John Aden, Peters¬ 
burg; Mrs. Henry Kastendick; and 
Grace Wissman of Easton; Marion 
Zachary, Alexander? and Mrs. Wal¬ 
ter Allen, Tallula are among members 
who have found REA service helps 
to improve their flocks and Increase 
egg production. 

A 
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Jo-Car roll 
Elizabeth, 111. 

FLOYD RUBLE, Mgr. 

Ah!!!I Success at last. We have 
two friends who ADMIT that they 
read our stuff. Now watch us. We 11 
really try to out do ourselves to keep 
our readers interested. Here’s how 
our efforts are appreciated. 

Louis M. Brock of Davenport, Iowa 
*ays: “What do you mean by ‘nary 
an answer do we get?’ I for one read 
‘News from Jo-Carroll’ every -time. I 
enjoy your column and like to hear 
how you boys are doing.” (End 
quote). 

Then Mrs. Elmer Wienen, of Ga¬ 
lena, Illinois, has this to say; “Most 
certainly I read your column and am 
disappointed when it is short. I think 
it is very nice to keep in touch with 
the ‘goings-on’ and progress of our 
Co-op. Also read some items from 
others to see what they are doing, 
then too the recipes and articles on 
household page, well in fact the whole 
paper gets the once over. As for go¬ 
ing without electricity—never again 
if we can help it. It just can’t be beat 
for all around usefulness and pleas¬ 
ure.’ Very truly yours, Mrs. Elmer 
V/ienen. 

Now there is what we call a friend 
and thank you Mr. Brock and Mrs. 
Wienen. But now that we’ve got a 
start we’d like to hear from more of 
you folks. How about it? 

* ir « 

The annual meeting which was held 
at the Lincoln High School gymnas¬ 
ium in Savanna, Illinois, on Thursday 
November 5 1945 was scheduled too 
late for us to give you any items on 
it, but we can give you all the infor¬ 
mation in our December news letter, 
so if you are interested, as we hope 
you are, we ll tell you all about it 
next month. 

* * • 

Operating Statistics 
KWH Purchased   
KWH Sold   

 102,960 
 73,442 

Connected Consumers  767 
Miles Energized    393 
Density per mile    1.95 
Months of Operation ..  64 
Total number billed    762 
Average bill    $5.32 

Honor Roll for November 
The first 25 meters cards to come 

in this month were from: William 
Welty, C. R. Colehour, Bernard Ber- 
lage, Wm. Krug. Curtis Lord, Cletus 
C. Hancock, Fred Shelly, Homer 
Gray, Ross Potter, (our assistant 
bookkeeper’s dad), Henry G. Eden, 
Oscar Spoerl, Ben Wullweber, Har¬ 
vey Mullen, Wm. Rayhom, Herman 
Hacker, Mary E. Gifford, Herman 
Ricke, R. F. Holcombe, Bert Eden, 
Albert Fehrle, Roscoe Almquist, Louis 
B. Miller. A. P. Hill, F. E. Yates and 
Victor Anderson. Nice going, people. 
Promptness is w’hat we like plenty of. 

The first 25 members to pay their 
November 1st bills were: William 
Welty, Apple River; Bernard Berlage, 
Elizabeth; Curtis Lord, Elizabeth; John 
Cook, Elizabeth; Wm. Kilpatrick, 
Hanover; Ralph Groezinger, Eliza¬ 
beth; Gus Berlage, Elizabeth; J. Wal¬ 
ter Schmid, East Dubuque; Elmer 
Plosch, Elizabeth; Bough Brothers, 
Stockton; Donald Irwin, Hanover; 
William Costello, Elizabeth; Mrs. 
Teresa Artman, Elizabeth; Louis Mil¬ 
ler, Elizabeth; Joseph H. F. Wand, 
Elizabeth; Lawrence Meyer, Eliza¬ 
beth; John Hoerz, Savanna; Mrs. 
Henry Berlage, Galena; Sophia Eden, 
Massbach; Dorance Coyle, East Du¬ 
buque; Ralph Leibert, Elizabeth; Hel- 
mer Dittmar, Elizabeth; August Sie- 
men, Hanover; and Orville Virtue, 
Elizabeth. 

High KWH Users 
Our heaviest users for the month 

were: Donald Mackay, Mt. Carroll, the outage, It was necessary for our 

Rogers, Hanover, 423; Roscoe Boett- 
ner, Scales Mound, 413; L. C. Hessel- 
bacher, Scales Mound, 411; Lester 
Dittmar, Stockton, 396; Harold W. 

j Reusch, Elizabeth, 386; Sophie Eden, 
Stockston, 384; August Siemen, Han¬ 
over, 380; C. W. Paschal, Lanark, 
380; Zella C. Corbett, Mt. Carroll, 
370; Ralph Groezinger, Elizabeth, 
337; Elmer C. Fink, Chadwick, 357; 
Art and Roy Schlichting, Apple Riv¬ 
er, 348; Louis Haug, Elizabeth, 334; 
Wm. Rayhorn, Elizabeth, 331; 

Welcome New Members 
Walter Hartman, Mt. Carroll. . 
Charles Schriner, Savanna. 
John Gable, Mt. Carroll. 
Morgan Frazer, Scales Mound. 
Roy Mader, Mt. Carroll. 
Elmer Gothard, Mt. Carroll. 
Ernest Katzenberger, Mt. Carroll. 
Fred Katzenberger, Mt. Carroll. 
Alvin Dixon, Mt. Carroll. 
Henry H. Backenkeller, Mt. Car- 

roll, LeRoy Schubert, tenant. 
Lee Bucher, Mt. Carroll. 
Wm. Sommerville, Mt. Carroll, 

Paul Dixon, tenant. 
Ernest Gump, Mt. Carroll. 
George Backenkeller, Mt. Carroll, 

W. H. Adams, tenant. 
Richard Backenkeller, Mt. Carroll. 

New Appliances 
Wm. C. Bertsch, Jr., an electric 

brooder, electric pump, lamp aiid 
iron. 

Wm. Vogt, washing machine, iron 
and radio. 

Cletus Hammer, milking machine, 
one-third h.p. motor for pump jack. 

Daniel Johns, motor to pump wat¬ 
er, iron and washing machine. 

Louis Stephan, soldering iron and 
hot plate. 

Menno H. Bahr, washing machine 
and iron. 

Charles O. Guenzler, brooder stove. 
Raymond Patterson, refrigerator 

and pump jack. 
George Ginther, electric brooder 

and iron. 
Wm. H. Bertsch, milking machine 

and brooder. 
Glen Bogue, washing machine, iron, 

toaster and brooder. 
Elmer C. Fink, 200 A welder, 44 

h.p. motor. 
LeLand Kerkove, electric washing 

machine, iron, refrigerator, fan,% radio, 
vacuum cleaner. 

Mr. Kerkove is also extending the 
lights to include his garage, barn and 
chicken house. 

Harold A. Heim, electric pump and 
radio. 

George Haas, pressure pump. 
Freece S. Senneff, Chadwick, 3 

h.p. motor for corn elevator and wat¬ 
er heater for milk house. 

George Keister, 3J4 h.p. motor. 
Orion Alexander, electric time 

clock in hen house. 
Charles O. Guenzler, radio, refrig¬ 

erator, toaster and waffle iron. 
Arthur Busch, electric room heater. 
George Scheele, electric blower on 

furnace. 
Herman Ricke, electric pump jack 

and separator 
Wm. Beadle, electric pump jack 

and iron. 
James Cole, a battery charger. 
Ben Rosenbery, electric water 

heater. 
J. Alfred Zemke, electric range. 

* * * 

Outage Report 
During the month of October there 

were nine outages as compared with 
11 during September. One outage was 
caused by a defective circuit breaker; 
another by a squirrel and six were 
quickly remedied when the cutouts 
were refused. One outage which could 
have been avoided was caused when 
a tree which was cut down fell across 
the line. The outage occurred at 
about 1:30 in the afternoon and was 
unreported until 4:30, and then not 
by the person who was responsible 
for the interruption of service. Since 
it becomes dark much earlier, and 
having no knowledge of the cause of 

this Cooperative to give assistance to 
members when there are trees to oe 
removed near the line. It saves us 
time as the above incident will prove, 
and may save someone from suffering 
severe injury since when the line is 
broken by a falling tree and the wires 
strike the ground there is constant 
danger until the line is repaired. 

As part of your safety program and 
ours, let us know if there is any tree 
close enough to the line to cause dam¬ 
age, and we will see that a coopera¬ 
tive representative is on hand at a 
time convenient to both you and him. 

* * * 

Welcome, Bob 
Jo-Carroll welcomes back Robert J. 

(Bob) Wand. Bob left the Coopera¬ 
tive 45 months ago for service with 
the U. S. Army. He was stationed in 
Alaska for 26 months and was at¬ 
tached to the refueling unit of the air 
force. When Bob received his honor¬ 
able discharge on September 29, 1945 
he had attained the rank of corporal. 
He returns to the job he left when he 
entered service, that of lineman. He 
will serve in that capacity with Chas. 
Youtzy, line foreman and together 
they hope to give uninterrupted ser¬ 
vice to the members of good old Jo- 
Carroll. 

* * * 

“D” Allotment 
Some of you have probably read in 

the newspapers that your co-op has 
been allotted $125,000 additional 
funds by the REA. This money will 
be used to build approximately 100 
miles of line to farmers who have al¬ 
ready signed up before Septemter 1, 
when the request was sent to REA. 
Another request for funds will be sent 
in after the first of the year to include 
all those who have signed and will 
sign since September 1. Materials 
are still not available in plentiful 
quantities, but the construction is now 
being handled by the co-op crew 
working six days a week to bring ser¬ 
vice to as many farmers as possible. 

* * • 

Are You Moving? 
If you are moving during the next 

few months, we should like to ask 
that you notify us of the date of your 
removal, and if possible the name of 
the new tenant who will be occupy¬ 
ing the premises. Also be sure to send 
in a final meter reading, advising us 
where to address you when the final 

statement is prepared. 

721; Kenneth Schneider, Mt. Carroll, 
663; Ben H. Eden, Stockton, 627; 
Emmett Petitgout, East Dubuque, 521; 
Neal V. Dauphin, Savanna, 517; 
Birkbeck Brothers, Galena, 502; Law¬ 
rence Meyer, Elizabeth, 481; LaVerle 

lineman to patrol and sectionalize the 
lines from 4:30 In the afternoon till 
1:30 the next morning with the aid of 
spotlights, where it would have been 
a matter of not more than an 
hours work had the outage been re- 

NEWS FROM 

M.J.M. Co-op 
Carlinville, 111. 

A. C. BARNES, Mgr. 

Groezinger, Elizabeth, 457; Walter ported by the one responsible for It. 
Schlichting, Apple River, 450; John It has always been the policy of 

Welcome New Members 

J. Otis Bost, Coffeen; Dan F. Phelps, 
Mt. Olive; Henry A. Ekhoff, Butler; 
A. G. Bentley, Carlinville; Mrs. Har¬ 
old Jackson, Plainview; E. L. McCann, 
Brighton; Earnest Heal, Shipman; 
Donald Dugger, Carlinville; Roy Sny¬ 
der, Medora; Emma Harris, Godfrey; 
Robert Fairless, Palmyra; Clarence 
Still, Carlinville; Clarence M. Lohr, 
Godfrey; Oscar Boehme, Litchfield; 
Theodore Fleming, Jerseyvllle; Sam 
Selliers, Brighton; Harold Borman, 
Carlinville; Craft Wilham, Butler; F. 
W. Eickmeyer, Mt. Olive; Chas. L. 
Riggins, Plainview; Ollie Cooper, 
Delhi; Loy E. Tosh, Greenfield; Roy 
Babcock, Litchfield; Jesse Stone, Jer- 
seyville. 

September Operating Report 
Number of Miles Energized 689 
Members billed  1594 
Revenue per Mile    $12.62 
Density per Mile  2.53 
KWH Sold 179,574 
Average Bill—Farm  $5.69 
Average Bill—^Residential $3.27 
Average Bill—Commercial $5.70 
Average KWH Consumption 

Farm  122 
Residential  49 

Minimum bills  397 

1945 Annual Meeting 
The annual meeting of the M.J.M. 

Electric Cooperative, Inc., was held 
at the Carlinville, Community High 
School gymnasium on Saturday, Octo¬ 
ber 20. Approximately 200 members 
of the Cooperative were present at the 

meeting. The program began with a 
concert by the Carlinville Community 
High School band under the direction 
of George Reid. Following the con¬ 
cert the business session was held in¬ 
cluding the reports of the various of¬ 
ficers and manager of the Cooperative. 
The following officers and trustees 
were reelected. 

Robert Schweickhardt, President, 
Dow, 111. 

W. H. Monke, Vice President, 
Litchfield, 111. 

Earl L. Hanold, Secretary, Brigh¬ 
ton, 111. 

Adolph Monke, Treasurer, Mt. 
Olive, 111. 

Herman Dubbelde, Bunker Hill, 111. 
John Kallal, Chesterfield, 111. 
Gilbert Kasten, Carlinville, 111. 
L. Wm. O’Malley, Irving, 111. 
M. B. Young, Hillsboro, 111. 
At the close of the meeting refresh¬ 

ments were served and an enjoyable 
social hour was experienced. 

New Linemen Employed 

Charles Witt, Plainview, was re¬ 
cently employed as groundman for 
your Cooperative. For the past six 
years Charles has been in the United 
States Navy. He enlisted in the Unit¬ 
ed States Navy submarine service 
September 8, 1939 for six years. He 
had his boot training at the Great 
Lakes Naval Training Station. Fol¬ 
lowing this training he was on the 
USS Enterprse at Pearl Harbor for 
three months. In the sprng of 1940 he 
went with the Asiatic fleet on the 
USS-39 submarine and was on patrol 
around Tsing Tao, China. He was 
stationed in Manila when the war 
started and saw action in the Philip¬ 
pines and Java Sea battle. He then 
went to Australia on patrol duty. In 
1942 he returned to this country and 
took part in commissioning a new sub¬ 
marine at New London, Connecticut. 
He made two war patrols in the Pa¬ 
cific on this submarine. Again he re¬ 
turned to the United States to put in 
commission another submarine and 
made five patrons on this particular 
ship. At the time the war ended he 
was patroling off Hong Kong, China. 
He was sent back to the States and 
was discharged October 1, 1945. His 
rank was Chief Electrician’s Mate, 
Submarine Service. 

Howard Bloomfield, Bunker Hill, 
was employed October 1 as ground- 
man for the Cooperative, Previous to 
his joining the staff of the Coopera¬ 
tive he was doing farm work around 
Bunker Hill. 

We are pleased to have these new 
men on our construction crew and 
have noticed already the increased 
speed with which we are building ex¬ 
tensions through the additional help. 
We are quite sure that these men will 
develop into valuable employees for 
the Cooperative. 

Enos Waters, Carlinville, Honored 
I. W. Duggan, governor of the 

Farm Credit Administration, has an¬ 
nounced the election of Enos Waters 
of Carlinville as director of the Farm 
Credit Administration in St. Louis, for 
the three year term beginning January 
1, 1946. He was elected by the vote 
of 337 National Farm Loan Associa¬ 
tions in the States of Illinois, Missouri 
and Arkansas. Mr. Waters has been 
secretary of the National Farm Loan 
Administration for 22 years. In 1933 
he organized the Carlinville National 
Loan Administration and the Carlin¬ 
ville Production Credit Association. 
He has served as secretary of both or- 
ganzations since that date. 

"C” Allotment 
We are pleased to announce the let¬ 

ting of a contract to build our “C” 
Allotment. This contract was let on 
October 29th. On this new allotment 
176 miles of line are to be constructed 
connecting 431 members. There is al¬ 
so a conversion of 18 miles of line in 
Jersey County and the enlargement of 
our Brighton substation. There were 
three bids for the contract and the 
lowest bid was the Hawkeye Construc¬ 
tion Company, Davenport, Iowa. The 
Rural Electrification Administration 
has accepted the latter bid; and we 
hope that construction of this new al¬ 
lotment will be started in the near 
future. 

Member Newt Item* 
Mr. W. H. Monke, Litchfield, has 

installed a new electric automati® 
water heater. 

Russell Willis, Godfrey, has install¬ 
ed a new electric water pump and 
heater. 

Arthur Carlock, supervisor of East 
Fork township, Montgomery County, 
and his two sons, Eldon, of Coffeen, 
and Clyde, who is in the navy and i* 
stationed in Alaska, have purchased 
the McLean feed store and business 
building in Coffeen. They will oper* 
ate the business in conjunction with 
their trucking, limestone and coal bus* 
iness. 

Harry Klaus, residing east of Car* 
linville, had one of his feet badly 
injured in a combine recently when he 
slipped and fell into the machine. 

Otto Varner, residing east of Car* 
linville in Montgomery County suf* 
fered the loss of one of his little fim 
gers in a combine accident recently. 

Wanda Faye Heyen, 13, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. L. Heyen, Dor* 
Chester, died at the St. Francis hospi¬ 
tal, Litchfeld. She was taken there 
two days previously for an emergency 
operation. She was a freshman at the 
Shipman High School. Funeral ser¬ 
vices were held at the Lutheran church 
in Dorchester and interment was in 
the Mayfield Memorial Park, Carlin¬ 
ville. 

On a recent consignment of 12 hog* 
scaling 242 pounds, W. H. Monke, 
Litchfield, shipping out of Litchfield 
received $14.70 per 100 lbs. 

In a pretty church ceremony Satur¬ 
day evening, November 3, at 7:00 
o’clock, at the Methodist church in 
Carlinville, occurred the marriage of 
Miss Marjorie Gibbs of Palmyra, and 
Sgt. John Otwell Eldred, of Barr 
Township, formerly of this city. Rev. 
W. W. Cutlip, pastor of the church, 
officiated using the single ring ser¬ 
vice. The bride is the only daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Biggs who re¬ 
side south of Modesto, and the groom 
is the elder son of Mr. and Mrs. M. 
E.^Eldred of Barr. 

Miss Irene Lowenstein, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Lowenstein of 
Walshville, became the brde of Wal¬ 
ter Eickmeyer, son of Wm. Eickmey¬ 
er of Mt. Olive in a double ring cere¬ 
mony. Solemnized at 4:00 p. m. in 
the Zion Lutheran church, Rev. Henry 
Hofhenke officiated. Miss Elda Low¬ 
enstein, sister of the bride, served as 
maid of honor. Norman Eickmeyer, 
brother of the groom, served as best 
man. The church was decorated with 
assorted flowers. Following the cere¬ 
mony a reception was held at the 
home of the bride’s parents of Walsh¬ 
ville. The young couple left for a 
honeymoon. The couple will reside on 
a farm near Harvel. The bride has 
been employed at the office of Dr. G. 
A. Floreth of Mt. Olive. Mr. Eick¬ 
meyer has been employed in farming 
in the Harvel community. 

NEWS FROM 

Farmers Mutual 
Geneseo. Ill, 

[WALTER PARSON, Mgr. 

The Cooperative has been receiv¬ 
ing many requests from various mem¬ 
bers for wiring ranging anywhere 
from minor repairs to complete wir¬ 
ing installations. The Cooperative is 
sorry that it is not in a position to 
assist it* members. However, the Co¬ 
operative’s property terminates at the 
meter and it is not practicable to 
maintain service facilities for Repair¬ 
ing of wiring beyond that point. W# 
would like to refer our members in th* 
future to Mr. Russell Goembel, Gen¬ 
eseo, Illinois, telephone No. 532-W 
for requests for wiring. 

Kill Fleas 
To prevent getting fleas In the 

house from the pet dog, apply one 
level teaspoon of derris powder to 
the dog’s skin. This will kill the 
fleas. 

Henry H. Parke of Genoa, presi¬ 
dent of the Chicago Producers Live¬ 
stock Commission Association since 
1927, was selected the winner of die 
1945 achievement award of the Illi¬ 
nois Farm Managers Association. 
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CONGRESSMEN REPLY- 
(From Page One) 

gration of the REA with other 
agencies of the Department of 
Agriculture and other branches of 
the Government, which will be 
possible with the agency in 
Washington, will outweigh the 
advantages of the St. Louis lo¬ 
cation.” 

Emily Taft Douglas, representative- 
at-large, also checked with the Agri¬ 
culture Department and was advised 
that the official opinion there stressed 
the advantages of the Washington 
location. 

“I can realize the advantages 
of having REA remain in St. 
Louis,” Congresswoman Taft 
wrote, "but on checking with 
that agency 1 find that they feel 
the advantages of having the 
headquarters in Washington out¬ 
weigh those in keeping it in St. 
Louis. I am glad to pass on your 
suggestions but 1 am sorry I 
can’t write you more encourag¬ 
ing information.” 
Senator C. Wayland Brooks a- 

voided committing himself on wheth¬ 
er he approved of the agency be¬ 
ing moved but said, "you may rest 
assured that this question will re¬ 
ceive my most sincere consideration.” 
In closing he pointed out that he was 
always happy to hear from the Illinois 
cooperative group on any matters 
of mutual interest. 

L. C. Arends, Republican Whip, 
and Rolla C. McMillen, Republican 
of the 19th District, stated definitely 
they would do what they can to pre¬ 
vent REA from being moved out 
of the Missouri city. 

‘You ask my cooperation and 
assistance in keeping the head¬ 
quarters in St. Louis,” Congress¬ 
man Arends wrote, ”1 will be 
glad to try to be of help and 
am taking the matter up with 

_ REA.” 
Congressman McMillen ad¬ 

vised, "You may be sure that 1 
shall be very glad to do what 1 
can to be of assistance in this 
matter, particularly since one of 
your representatives is located in 
my District, at Blue Mounds.” 
McMillen enclosed a copy of a 

letter he had directed to Secretary 
Anderson in which he said, "It will 
be greatly appreciated if you will 
advise me if any consideration is 
being given to retaining your offices 
in St. Louis rather than completing the 
contemplated move to Washington.” 

Congressman Everett M. Dirksen 
of the 16th District and Congressman 
Evan Howell, Assistant. Republican 
Whip, of the 21st District, simply 

acknowledged the state association’s 
letter and advised that they had turn¬ 
ed over the resolution opposing the 
move to the Secretary of Agriculture 
and would . forward whatever reply 
was received. 

In making the decision to move 
REA back to Washington, high of¬ 
ficials of the Department of Agri¬ 
culture indicated that members of the 
Congress were in favor of such a 
proposal. On September 27, after 
months of rumor that the agency 
would be returned to the District of 
Columbia, Secretary Anderson an¬ 
nounced that the move would be 
made at the earliest possible date 
consistent with available space in 
the Department of Agriculture’s south 
building. 

Mid-Western and Western cooper¬ 
atives, opposed to the proposed move, 
were caught without having voiced a 
strong protest over the USDA deci¬ 
sion but many cooperatives have 
since forwarded resolutions to Wash¬ 
ington expressing reasons for protest¬ 
ing the plan to move REA. 

Despite the fact that the move 
will be completed in the next 
several weeks with only a skele¬ 
ton staff remaining in St. Louis, 
a concerted effort will be made 
by the co-ops adversely affected, 
to bring about a reversal of the 
decision and ultimately restq/6 
REA to its former location in 
St Louis. 
It has been estimated that the 

co-ops in the Middle West and 
Western states will be compelled to 
spent an additional $60,000 each year 
in travel expenses to send one man 
to Washington as compared to send¬ 
ing one man to St. Louis, for consul¬ 
tation with REA headquarters offi¬ 
cials. 

With the. rapidly expanding pro¬ 
gram of postwar construction and 
extension of REA cooperative lines, 
doubtlessly many trips will have to 
be made each year by co-op managers 
and officials in order to expedite the 
work of their projects, thus in the 
aggregate, running the cost to co-ops 
into countless thousands of dollars 
over a period of the next several 
years. 

NEWS FROM 
Southeastern 

Harrisburg, 111. 

A. F. LENTZ, Supt. 

We are happy to greet you again 
: this month and say that the past 30 
days your cooperative line crews 
have really turned out a good job of 

j work in building new extensions and 
making new connections to our sys¬ 
tem, thus bringing this great servant, 
electricity to these additional farm 

homes for the first time. 
We note also that the demand is 

steadily increasing among our old 
members, in that some new appliances 
are being added, which is being re¬ 
flected in added load. 

We are still receiving applications 
for electric service much faster than 
your line force can build them. 

Transformers 
The bottleneck in our construction 

program is transformers, as we have 
sufficient transformers on order to al¬ 
low us to receive 40 each month, but 
we received 10 in September and 
none since. We are removing trans¬ 
formers from the line that are not in 
use and re-installing at new locations. 
We do not expect any relief in the 
transformer situation until after the 
beginning of the new year. We have 
over 100 applications right along the 
present lines that we are unable to 
complete until we receive transform¬ 
ers. We are building longer taps, set¬ 
ting poles and stringing wire and will 
finish them when transformers are 
available. 

The small motor situation is still 
bad, and we have no idea when they 
will again be available. We had 
some 600 small motors of h-P- on 

orders which were cancelled by the 
manufacturer and we have placed ad¬ 
ditional orders since but do not know 
when they will be available. 

We do have a good stock of 

h.p. motors and a great number of our 
members are finding a need for the 
larger motor. We also have a good 
stock of 2 h.p. and 3 h.p. both ball 
bearing and sleeve bearing. 

We are constantly being asked 
"when can get a new refrigerator, 
washer, range, or hot water heater?” 
That happens to be the "sixty-four 
dollar question.” And speaking 
frankly we will say that we doubt if 
any home will be able to have any of. 
these appliances as a Christmas pres¬ 
ent this year, however we do feel that 
they will be coming through in quan¬ 
tity during the first quarter of 1946. 

You farmers that have been want¬ 
ing a heavy duty extension cord for 
your shop or barn, can now obtain 
such a cord from your cooperative of¬ 
fice in any length up to 300 feet. The 
cord is all rubber and contains three 
No. 12 wires and is suitable for larg¬ 
er motors, and has not been available 
during the war because the govern 
ment took all the available supply. 
This is now available at a very at¬ 
tractive price. 

We are calling your attention to 
our operating report for October and 
you will note that we almost "hit the 
jackpot.” 

October Operating Report 
Members connected   4384 
Members billed  4372 
Farm Members billed   3364 
Non-Farm Members billed  503 

Commercial Members billed  182 
Public Bldgs, billed 300 
3 Phase Power billed  23 
Miles energized  1193 
Revenue per mile  20.95 
Density per mile  3.67 
Kilowatts Purchased 
(C.I.P.S.) Calendra Mo 816,600 
Our Reading 20th-20th 707,400 
Kilowatts sold (20-20)  581,009 
Line'loss  19.3% 
KW. Demand: 
Saline Substation  ... 1074 
Benton Substation  279 
Galatia Substation  246 
Marion Substation  558 
Minimum Bills   1961 
Min. per cent 44.9% 
Total Billing  24,989.15 
Power Bill   8,769.80 

Wickard Announces New 
Locker Plant Policy 

A bulletin from the office of Chief 
Claude R. Wickard advises REA bor¬ 
rowers not to develop or establish 
new locker plants in their areas. It 
emphasizes that demands for distribu¬ 
tion facilities to extend electric ser¬ 
vice are in excess of the facilities that 
can be provided by available loan 
funds and that borrowers should give 
their primary attention to meeting 
these demands rather than to locker 
plants which are not an integral pari 
of a power system and not essential 
to its operation. 

Alcoa can take care of your power conductor 

requirements for rural and hi-lines. Joints and 

other accessories for this construction are 

likewise available. 

Aluminum Cable Steel Reinforced has the 

high strength and dependability required in 

modem line construction. Alcoa engineers will 

help you select conductors having suitable 

characteristics. Write ALUMINUM COMPANY OF 

AMERICA, 1876 Gulf Bldg., Pittsburgh 19, Pa. 
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Atomic Energy May Some Day 
Provide Means of Generating 
Power for REA Cooperatives 

By 

KENNETH A. VAN LENTE, Ph. D. 
Associate Professor 

Department of Chemistry 
Southern Illinois Normal University 

When President Truman announced 
that an atomic bomb had been dropped 
on Hiroshima on August 5, he offi¬ 
cially introduced a new era which 
may become known as the Atomic 

To the non-scientific world this 
announcement was received with won¬ 
der and amazement while the claims of 
the power and destructive nature of 
the bomb itself approached the fan¬ 
tastic. Public interest was greatly 
aroused as evidenced by the contin¬ 
uous stream of publicity which seems 
to be increasing. There also appears 
to be a genuine desire on the part of 
the average person to know some¬ 
thing about atomic energy and the 
problems it presents to the modern 
world. 

To the scientific world the subject 
ts not a new one; what is new is the 
successful development of the atomic 
bomb. 

As a matter of fact, the subject of 
atomic energy is an outgrowth of a 
question which intrigued some men 
several centuries before Christ, name¬ 
ly: what is the ultimate composition 
of matter? 

Division of Mass 
For example, suppose a piece of 

pure gold was cut in half, then the 
halves cut in quarters, and so on. 
How long could this cutting operation 
be continued and what would be pres¬ 
ent if it finally had to be discon¬ 
tinued? One group of philosophers 
argued that the cutting process could 
be continued forever if fine enough 
suiting machines could be made; an¬ 
other group argued that, ultimately, 
the cutting process would have to 
be stopped because particles would 
be encountered which would be in¬ 
divisible. 

The latter idea supported by exper- 
fmental evidence was proved essen¬ 
tially correct and about 1860, it was 
incorporated by John Dalton in his 
famous Atomic Theory. The ultimate 
particles were called atoms and Dal¬ 
ton believed them to be indivisible. 
It was also thought that there was a 
different kind of atom for each of the 
92 simple or elementary substances. 
These atoms were involved in chem¬ 
ical reactions. For example, when 
the element carbon burns in air, it 
is thought that carbon atoms combine 
with oxygen atoms from the air. 

Atoms were thought to be indivis¬ 
ible until the discovery of radioactiv¬ 
ity in 1896 by Becquerel and the iso¬ 
lation of radium by the Curies in 
1897. It was shown that atoms of 
fadiura are constantly decomposing, 
giving off rays of high energy con¬ 
tent and losing some of their mass in 
the process. 

(A luminous dial on a watch or 
clock and the use of radium for the 
treatment of cancer are practical ap¬ 
plications of this radioactivity.) 

Construction of an Atom 
Obviously, if these atoms decom¬ 

pose, they must be made up of still 
smaller particles. Modern research 
ha* produced the following pictures 
of an atom: It has a small dense core 
or nucleus containing essentially pro¬ 
ton* and neutrons which are both 
heavy particles; outside of the nu¬ 
cleus and at a considerable distance 
from it are light weight particles, 
called electrons, which move around 
the nucleus in orbits similar to the 
movement of stars and constellations 
in our solar system. 

The size of an atom is so small that 
it defies the human imagination. 
While they differ in size, it takes 
about 47,000,000 of them, placed side 
by side, to span the thickness of a 

EDITOR'S NOTE 

The most talked about but least 
understood topic in many years, 
the atomic bomb and now, atomic 
energy, is such an abstrusely tech¬ 
nical subject its mysteries remain 
unexplained to all but highly 
trained scientists. For some time 
the editors of Illinois REA News 
have scanned reports and releases 
on atomic energy in the hope o/ 
finding something which would 
help the average person compre¬ 
hend a little more about this awe¬ 
some new power and its possible 
uses in the years ahead. The fol¬ 
lowing article, prepared by Dr. 
Kenneth A. Van Lente, physical 
chemist on the faculty of Southern 
Illinois Normal University, was 
expressly prepared for the read¬ 
ers of Illinois REA News to pre¬ 
sent information about atomic 
energy, its development and its 
possibilities, in language which 
can be readily understood if giv¬ 
en careful thought and study by 
the average non-scientific reader. 

human hair! Bear in mind that the 
protons, neutrons and electrons are 
still smaller in siz^! 

The different elements we find in 
the world vary in properties because 
they are composed of atoms contain¬ 
ing different numbers of protons, neu¬ 
trons and electrons. This accounts, 
for example, for the fact that iron is 
different than gold. 

Various Elements 
The elements actually range from 

hydrogen, whose atoms have a nu¬ 
cleus containing one proton with one 
electron outside of it, to uranium 238 
which has an atom containing 92 pro¬ 
tons and 146 neutrons in its nucleus, 
and 92 electrons outside. 

Experiments have shown that the 
heavy, complex atoms (uranium, ra¬ 
dium, et cetra) are the ones which 
spontaneously decompose, or, in oth¬ 
er words, are radioactive. The par¬ 
ticles omitted in this process come 
from the nucleus and have consider¬ 
able energy. In the process, the par¬ 
ent atom loses mass and is converted 
into a new atom. 

Assuming the above picture of an 
atom is correct, then it should be 
possible for man to change one kind 
of an atom into another, provided he 
can develop a bullet or projectile 
which will pierce the surrounding 
electrons, hit the nucleus, and knock 
out some of the units it contains. 

This was first accomplished in 1919 
by Lord Rutherford of Great Britain 
and more extensively in 1934 by Cur- 
ieand Joliot. These researches stimu¬ 
lated scientists all over the world and 
resulted in the widely publicized 
“atom smashing" about which so 
much was written and discussed. 

Neutrons As “Smashers" 
The most effective projectiles for 

such “atom smashing" proved to be 
neutrons, which, because of their neu¬ 
tral electrical nature, could pass un- 

THESE THINGS 
MIGHT RESTRICT USE 
OF ATOMIC ENERGY 

1, Ineffectiveness of large piles 
using normal U-235 concentra¬ 
tion. 

2, High cost of concentrated U- 
235 for smaller, effective piles. 

3, Weight and cost of shielding 
against radiation. 

5. Explosion hazard. 
6. Possible short supply of uran¬ 

ium. 
7. Government restriction* on 

atomic energy materials. 

deviated througti the negatively 
charged electrons surrounding the nu¬ 
cleus. 

In 1934 Enrico Fermi in Italy, 
bombarded uranium atoms with neu¬ 
trons and obtained results which were 
not correctly interpreted until later. 
The same experiment was repeated in 
Germany in 1939 by Hahn and Strass- 
mann who observed the presence of 
the lighter element barium after the 
bombardment and the liberation of a 
large quantity of energy. 

Meitner of Germany guessed the 
answer as to what was happening 
and told Bohr, who was at that time 
preparing to leave for the United 
States. Dr. Meitner . guessed that 
every once in a while, a uranium 
atom, when hit by a neutron, did not 
lose only a few units from it nucleus, 
but was actually broken into two 
smaller atoms of equal size. 

This was later verified and one of 
the new atoms proved to be barium 
and the other krypton. This guess of 
the European scientists Bohr brought 
with him to the United States where 
it was amply substantiated in 1939 at 
Columbia University in New York 
City, Carnegie Institution at Wash¬ 
ington, D. C., Johns Hopkin Univers¬ 
ity, Baltimore, and the University of 
California. 

Important Experiment 
The experiment was of great im¬ 

portance because: (1) it was the first 
time an atom had been broken into 
two new atoms of about equal size, 
(this is now called “fission”), (2) 
there was a relatively large loss of 
mass, (3) there was the appearance 
of a large amount of energy, (4) it 
was the first time in “atom smash¬ 
ing” that more energy was obtained 
than was used in the process. 

The loss in mass is important be¬ 
cause it answers the question: Where 
does the atomic energy come from? 

In 1905, Albert Einstein had postu¬ 
lated that mass is just one kind of 
energy and that under the proper 
conditions mass could be converted 
into energy. He was proved correct 
by several methods, particularly by 
the fission of uranium atoms. His cal¬ 
culations concerning the amount of 
energy which could be obtained 
from a given amount of mass 
also were proved to be substan¬ 
tially correct and they involve 
tremendously large numbers. 

For example, if 2.2 pounds 
of coal could be converted 
completely Into atomic ener¬ 
gy, that is, if 2.2 pounds of 
coal could be made to disap¬ 
pear and an equivalent amount 
of energy appear, that ener¬ 
gy would amount to 25,000,- 
000,000,000 (25 billion) kilo¬ 
watt hours, which is equal to 
the total United States out¬ 
put of electrical energy for 
two months, (1939 index). 
This converting of coal into 
atomic energy is not to be 
confused with the burning of 
coal, a chemical process 
which yields only 8.5 kilowatt 
hours per 2.2 pounds of coal 
consumed. 

It was because some of the 
mass in the atomic bomb was 
converted into energy that its 
power was equal to 20,000 tons 
of T.N.T. 

Start of Atom Project 
With the facts of the experi¬ 

ments of late 1939 at hand, 
President Roosevelt was ap¬ 
proached and a preliminary 
committee was named to con¬ 
tinue the investigation into the 
possibilities of releasing atomic 
energy under strict control. 
This committee finally devel¬ 
oped into what became known, 
for security reasons, as “The 
Manhattan Project" in 1942. 

Claims Like These Are Not Justified 
1. Soon no more coal will be mined except as raw 

material for chemical manufacture. 

2. In a few years a tiny bit of uranium, built in 
at the factory, will drive your automobile for 

life through an engine no bigger than your fist. 

3. All the large central electric power stations 
will soon be running on atomic power. 

4. Cheap atomic power energy will enormously 
reduce the price of power. 

The new project ultimately drew 
upon the best scientific minds in the 
United States, Britain and Canada 
as well as upon scientific refugees 
from Germany, Italy and Denmark. 

About $2,000,000,000 was spent in 
the gamble to beat Germany to the 
goal and laboratories and plants were 
used, or hurriedly built, extending 
from New York City to Pasco, Wash, 
and California, and from Chicago to 
New Mexico. Civilians and Army 
and Navy personnel worked together 
and the several branches of science, 
mathematics, physics, chemistry, engi¬ 
neering and medicine, all collaborated. 

The magnitude of the difficulties 
facing those engaged in the project 
appeared almost insurmountable. It 
was soon shown that only a certain 
kind of uranium atom, called uranium 
235, could be broken with the libera¬ 
tion of large quantities of energy. 
This uranimum 235 occurs in only 
small amounts in ordinary uranium 
as collected in its natural state. In 
fact, it is present at a ratio of 140 
to 1, thus in 140 pounds of uranium 
there can be extracted only one pound 
of uranium 235, the kind used in the 
atomic bomb. The remaining 139 
pounds would be essentially uranium 
238, the large figure indicating it to 
be somewhat lighter in weight (as 
mass) than the desired uranium. 

Differences in Uranium 
These two kinds of uranium are 

alike chemically and differ essentially 
only in mass. Chemical methods cf 
separation, therefore, cannot be used 
and it is necessary to employ physi¬ 
cal methods of separation based upon 
the small difference in the mass. 

These methods involve many 
stages, are intricate, time and appar¬ 
atus consuming, and are expensive 
while the yields are low. At the start 
of the Manhattan Project there were 
less than 10 pounds of only partially 
purified ordinary uranium in the en¬ 
tire United States. The crude ore 

was imported from Canada and much 
of the research on the various kinds 
of uranium atoms was done on sam¬ 
ples of 1 /1,000,000th (one one-mil^ 
lionth) to 1/1,000th (one one-thou¬ 
sandth) of a gram. (It takes 454 
grams to make one pound!) 

It became necessary, therefore, to 
design and construct plants for pro¬ 
cesses which hitherto had been run 
on only an infinitesimal scale. These 
processes were based upon facts es¬ 
tablished by experiments, but it was 
questionable as to which one, or ones, 
would work on a large scale. 

It soon became apparent that the 
production of many bombs in a rela¬ 
tively short period, using uranium 235 
as the explosive, was questionable. 
Another discovery looked promising 
and much research was aimed at the 
investigation of its possibilities; it 
was that when ordinary uranium is 
bombarded with neutrons at least two 
kinds of changes are possible. If 
uranium 235 is hit with a slow-moving 
neutron, fission may occur with the 
previously mentioned liberation of 
atomic energy. 

Discovery of Plutonium 
Several new neutrons were also 

produced, some of which may be 
slowed by a moderator and become 
available as new projectiles for more 
uranium 235 atoms. In the meantime, 
some of the other neutrons, of inter¬ 
mediate velocities, strike nuclei of 
the more abundant uranium 238 
atoms, and stick there, thus making a 
new atom not found in nature. This 
new atom was given the name Plu¬ 
tonium. 

Plutonium is fairly stable and has 
about the same characteristics as ur¬ 
anium 235 with respect to atomic en¬ 
ergy. Thus there are two practical 
possibilities for the production of 
atomic energy: (1) to separate uran¬ 
ium 235 from the much more abun¬ 
dant uranium 238, and (2) to convert 
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.. . BUT REMEMBER THESE FACTS 
1. The large-scale, controlled release of heat 

energy from U-235 has been fully demonstrated. 

2. Beyond question, this energy could be applied 
directly for heating water and air, and making 
steam. 

3. Such heat, in turn, could be applied directly, 
or converted into mechanical power or electri¬ 
city by conventional steam turbines or gas tur¬ 
bines. 

4. If and when U-235 in concentrations up to 10% 
costs less than $25,000 per pound, it may find 
applications, but will compete, first, with pre¬ 
mium fuels rather than with coal. 

DEATH CLAIMS VINCENT D. NICHOLSON, 
CHAMPION OF COOPERATIVE ENTERPRISE 

28 MILLION NEEDED- 

ATOMIC ENERGY- 
(From Page Six) 

uranium 238 into plutonium. 
The production of plutonium was- 

accomplished by the construction of 
uranium piles. A block of graphite 
was made and holes were bored into 
it. Aluminum tubes were inserted in¬ 
to these holes and uranium rodes were 
placed in the tubes, which were con¬ 
structed to carry a cooling fluid so 
that the heat generated by the fission 
of uranium 235 could be dissipated. 
Graphite acted as a moderator. Slow 
neutrons were admitted to the pile; 
when one struck a uranium 235 nu¬ 
cleus, fission might occur which 
would liberate heat and more neu¬ 
trons. Some of these neutrons were 
slowed by the graphite and became 
available for further fission of uran¬ 
ium 235 and some converted uran¬ 
ium 238 into plutonium. 

Danger of Explosion 
As long as one original neutron 

produces at least one other neutron 
(upon fission of uranium 235) the 
process is self-sustaining and becomes 
a chain-reaction. It is possible, of 
course, that more than one additional 
neutron might be produced for fission, 
in which case the reaction rate would 
be increased and the whole pile might 
explode! 

To eliminate this possibility, 
control rods were introduced in¬ 
to the piles; their purpose was 
to stop some of the extra neu¬ 
trons and thus control the reac¬ 
tion rate. It is easy to imagine 
the great fear and apprehension 
of the builders of the first pile 
which might, if not carefully kept 
under control, explode and send 
them all to Kingdom Come! But 
the first was built, and more fol¬ 
lowed, and there were piles con¬ 
structed at the University of Chi¬ 
cago, Pasco, Washington, Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee, and later, at 
Argonne just outside of Chicago. 

After a pile had run for a pre¬ 
determined period of time, the con¬ 
tents were pushed out and the plu¬ 
tonium separated by a series of chem¬ 
ical reactions. It should be empha¬ 
sized that plutonium is a new element 
and that its chemical properties had 
to be learned in a short time in order 
to allow its successful separation from 
uranium. 

It has been estimated that more has 
been learned about the chemistry of 
plutonium in 18 months than has been 
learned about some other significant 
elements in 30 years! 

It is important to mention that 
harmful radioactive rays were emitted 
from these piles and their contents 
and that constant medical research 
and safety measures were employed 
to protect the personnel working on 
the Manhattan Project. In addition 
to the fact that the piles were built 
many miles from each other, they 
were even further removed from the 
separation plants and the whole sys¬ 
tem was run by operators shielded 
and far removed from any unit. 

With an adequate supply of uran¬ 
ium 235 or plutonium (or both) avail¬ 
able as the explosive material, the 
construction of a bomb to utilize it 
became a theoretical physical and en¬ 
gineering project of great magnitude. 
The tremendous size and scope of this 
undertaking can hardly be appreciat¬ 
ed by anyone not directly concerned 

with the project. It is worthy of note, 
however, that a number of distin¬ 
guished scientists who had been 
forced out of the Axis-dominated 
countries, materially aided our own 
and British scientists in the successful 
culmination of the project. 

Although it is true the atomic 
bomb dropped on the Japanese as 
a measure of military strategem 
brought the subject of atomic 
energy into sharp focus as a de¬ 
structive force, this great power 
also has possibilities for the bet¬ 
terment of mankind and atomic 
energy as a source of peacetime 
power is already contemplated. 

The Manhattan Project has also 
demonstrated the power of modern 
research. It is hardly too much to 
hope that this same research, with the 
same backing, may be turned to the 
ultimate welfare of mankind, the de¬ 
feat of the dread disease cancer, the 
generation of cheap electric power, 
to the countless ways in which sci¬ 
ence may make atomic energy avail¬ 
able under proper control to serve 
man rather than to detroy him. 

It is estimated that the number of 
farm units in the II. S. declined from 
6,210,000 in 1939 to 5,570,000 in 
1943. 

Vincent D. Nicholson, Deputy Administrator of REA 

REA Power? 

It is well within the range of 
possibility that some day REA 
cooperatives may obtain electric 
power generated by heat from the 
release of atomic energy, either 
through generation plants operated 
by public utilities, or by REA 
cooperative-owned plants. 

There has been much popular 
speculation regarding the types of 
engines required for atomic-power 
generation. The answer is simple. 
Present engines, steam turbines and 
gas turbines can be used with 
little or no change. This does not 
rule out the possible discovery of 
specialized engines for atomic 
power, or even direct production 
of electricity from atomic energy. 

In considering ordinary power 
applications, however, the tempta¬ 
tion to overstress the economic 
importance of lower-cost power 
must be avoided. Fuel cost is only 
about 17 per cent of the gross 
receipts of the electric utilities, 
or, putting it another way: If, after 

allowing for transmission losses, 
one kilowatt-hour delivered to the 
consumer from modern plants rep¬ 
resents a coal consumption of 1.5 
lbs. and if coal costs $5.00 per ton, 
cancellation of the coal bill could 
not save more than of a cent 
per kilowatt hour. And atomic 
power will not be free. 

Yet it seems fairly safe to pre¬ 
dict that atomic energy will find 
some commercial applications 
within the next five or ten years, 
first probably, as a premium fuel 
like aviation gasoline, worth a 
fancy price for specialized appli¬ 
cations where low weight or some 
other characteristic is important. 

As the cost of concentrating 
LI-235 is reduced and application 
efficiencies improved, atomic en¬ 
ergy may compete with cheaper 
fuels, perhaps utimately with coal. 

The sudden death of Vincent D. 
Nicholson in St. Louis on the morn¬ 
ing of Tuesday, November 7, re¬ 
moves a pioneer champion of coop¬ 
erative enterprise from the ranks of 
REA. He was stricken at the close 
of the previous day, after completing 
an extended task of framing a reply 
to the opposition being waged in 
Washington against future growth of 
the rural electrification program. He 
did riot regain consciounesss before 
his death. 

Mr. Nicholson was a native of In¬ 
diana, of Quaker ancestry. He fin¬ 
ished Earlham college in Indiana with 
an A. B. degree in 1910, and he re¬ 
ceived his law degree from Harvard 
Law School in 1916. He was admit¬ 
ted to practice in New York and 
Pennsylvania. 

During the course of his general 
law practice in Pennsylvania, from 
1920 to 1934, Mr. Nicholson repre¬ 
sented farmer groups in their nego¬ 
tiations with utility companies and 
the Public Service Commission to ob¬ 
tain electric service at reasonable 
rates and under reasonable rules, and 
he also represented several agricul¬ 
tural cooperatives. 

In 1933 and 1934 Mr. Nicholson 
with Morris L. Cooke, who later be¬ 
came the first REA Administrator, in 
working out details of a proposed 
federal rural electrification program. 
Many of his ideas later were incor¬ 
porated in the Rural Electrification 
Act of 1936. During this period of 
time he also was associated with Mr. 
Cooke in the work of the Mississippi 
Valley Committee. He is the author 
of several books and articles on legal 
subjects. 

Mr. Nicholson came to REA as 
General Counsel in May, 1935, after 
serving with the National Recovery 
Administration in 1934 and 1935. He 
continued in that capacity until the 
REA Legal Division was merged with 
the offices of the Solicitor of the De¬ 
partment of Agriculture in'1941, when 
he became Associate Solicitor and 
head of the Rural Electrification Di¬ 
vision of the Solicitor’s Office. A 
year later, on June 9, 1942, he became 
Deputy Administrator of REA in 
charge of the Washington Liaison Of¬ 
fice. 

Deputy William J. Neal, in an- 
nouning the death to the staff of 
REA, stated: 

“Mr. Nicholson was distinguished 
by complete intellectual honesty. He 
fought hard for what he was con¬ 
vinced was right, and had been a 
strong supporter of cooperatives even 
before the days of REA. He was 
never neutral when the rights or dig¬ 
nity of common men were in ques¬ 
tion. His associates both respected 
him and liked him.” 

Mr. Nicholson was well known and 
highly regarded within the official 
and associate circles of REA In Wis¬ 
consin. He took a leading part in 
drafting the legal structure of Dairy- 
land Power Cooperative. Three years 
ago he was the principal speaker at 
the annual meeting of Wisconsin 
Electric Cooperative in Madison. 

ARNOLD P. BENSON- 
(From Page One) 

dominate. As an editor and publisher, 
he has gained further insight into 
industry and its relationship to the 
rest of the economy of Illinois." 

After the announcement of his ap¬ 
pointment was made public, the new 
Agriculture Department, director com¬ 
mented: 

“I am very conscious of my re¬ 
sponsibility ki accepting the director¬ 
ship of the department of agriculture, 
and I am grateful to Governor Green 
for giving me this opportunity to serve 
the people of Illinois.” 

Benson, 49, was born at Batavia 
and attended the public schools there. 
He later attended Lewis institute in 
Chicago and the Medill school of 
journalism at Northwestern Univer¬ 
sity. Before acquiring the Batavia 
Herald, he was employed as a cost 
accountant for the Chicago, Aurora 
and Elgin railroad and was assistant 
cashier of the First National Bank 
of Batavia. 

A veteran of World War I, Benson 
is a past commander of his American 
Legion post at Batavia and also past 
commander of his Kane county and 
11th congressional district Legion or¬ 
ganization. He served as a member of 
the Illinois War Council since its 
inception. 

(From Page One) 

Hafer compiled figures from the 
managers of the several co-ops to in¬ 
dicate the number of signed applica¬ 
tions in each office for whom allot¬ 
ments have not been made, the num¬ 
ber of miles of line required, the num¬ 
ber of unsigned farms in each area 
still to be served, the miles of line 
this will require, the estimated cost 
of such new construction, and the 
estimated cost of increasing sub-sta¬ 
tion or other facilities to provide the 
expanded power needs. 

In his report, Hafer pointed out 
that funds presently available for con¬ 
struction of new lines is far less than 
is required for even immediate need* 
of the cooperatives in Illinois. 

“It is understood from the Applica¬ 
tions and Loans division of the Rural 
Electrification Administration that 
the present funds available for Illi¬ 
nois allotments total approximately 
$1,500,000,” Hafer pointed out. “Since 
the total funds needed to serve the 
rural people who have applications 
already In co-op offices is over $8,- 
000,000, more money must be made 
available or these people are going to 
be left in the dark. Other applications 
are rapidly coming in as more and 
more people demand electric service.” 

Wide Range in Figures 
In the figures compiled by Hafer 

there appeared wide ranges of differ^ 
ence in the requirements of the vari¬ 
ous co-ops for service to applicants 
already on file. Farmers Mutual Elec¬ 
tric, Geneseo, and Clinton Coimty 
Electric, Breese, did not list a single 
signed application for whom no al¬ 
lotments have been made, while Shel¬ 
by County Electric co-op, Shelbyvillt 
listed 1,000; Southeastern Electric 
co-op, Harrisburg, 1,000; Eastern Illi¬ 
nois Power co-op, Paxton, 1,990; Illl« _ 
raois Rural Electric co-op, Winchest¬ 
er, 2,500 and Norris Electric co-op, 
Newton, 3,000. Most cooperatives 
listed signed applications as number* 
ing between 50 and 800, the average 
for the entire 27 co-ops being 722. 

Number of miles of new line re¬ 
quired to serve the 19,393 members 
who have signed up and are waiting 
for service was listed as 7,393 at an 
estimated cost of $8,251,112. 

To attain complete area coverage, 
nearly three times as many farmers 
than are presently waiting for service 
will have to be signed by the 27 co¬ 
ops, Hafer’s figures showed. An esti¬ 
mated total of 46,438 additional farms 
supplied by REA co-op power will 
mark attainment of the goal of com¬ 
plete area coverage. This would re¬ 
quire approximately 15,559 miles of 
new construction at a total cost esti¬ 
mated at $17,550,600. 

To provide increased sub-station 
capacity or otherwise improve exist¬ 
ing facilities to properly serve this 
maximum number of farms, $3,196,000 
must be expended by the co-ops, Ha- 
fer’s report showed. 

Patience a Key Word 
From the detailed estimates pre¬ 

pared, it was readily determined that - 
many farmers throughout the stat# 
who may some day be provided with 
REA cooperative service, will have 
to be patient and wait until construc¬ 
tion programs are sufficiently expand¬ 
ed to carry high-lines into many areas 
not yet served by any central station 
power company. To expect immedi¬ 
ate service is to be disappointed, but 
the figures disclosed that many co¬ 
operatives have a comparatively few 
signed applications compared to the 
number of farmers in their territories 
still to be served. 

It was pointed out that to strength¬ 
en the Illinois cooperatives and to in¬ 
crease their range of service, every 
member of an REA co-op should urge 
his neighbors desiring electricity, to 
make immediate arrangements to sign 
an application blank at the local REA 
office and to pay his deposit. Only 
through signed applications can the 
cooperatives prepare plans and suc¬ 
cessfully negotiate for increased al¬ 
lotments through the Rural Electrifi¬ 
cation Administration. 

Don’t blame lightning for cattle 
deaths without careful examination! Delay in making needed repairs, 
by a veterinarian. The actual cause large or small, to tractors is likely to 
may be blackleg disease. be costly. 
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Christmas Pretties 
Here Are Gift Ideas That Will Put 
Santa’s Workshop In Yonr Own Home 

Gilts to tuck under the Christmas tree pose neither a dillicult nor ex¬ 
pensive problem if you sew-your-own. Here are two impressive Christmas 
gifts that cost tittle more than time and ingenuity to make . . . quilted mit¬ 
tens of rayon velvet and a white rayon scarf personalized with bright initials. 

“Made-it-myself” Christmas gifts 

are the "bestest” and friendliest kind 

to give or receive. And if you dote 

on giving something “a little differ¬ 
ent” you still have a full month to 
make treasures for Santa's bag. First, 
search your sewing basket and scrap 
bag for odd cuttings of fabric, pretty 
buttons, bits of lace and ribbon, braid 
and trimming. With imagination and 
nimble fingers, you can create many 
lovely gifts and smart accessories 
from just such humble beginnings. 
And if you love to knit or crochet-— 
well, there just isn’t any limitation to 
the pretties you can make to tuck 
under your own or your friend’s 
Christmas tree. 

Toys for Christmas 

Our first thoughts are of the chil¬ 
dren as we prepare to fill Santa’s 
pack. If you’re planning gifts for 
two-to five-year-olds you'll find they 
like nothing better than to get their 
pudgy hands on a gay, stuffed toy. 
Have you. priced stuffed toys in the 
store? The price tags are most im¬ 
pressive. But you needn’t be limited 
by your Christmas shopping budget. 
With a few cotton remnants, some 
cotton batting, a little embroidery 
floss, and a sewing machine you have 
all the makings right at home to make 
stuffed toys galore—and at scarcely 
no cost. Directions? The Illinois 
REA News has many patterns 
available—just for the asking. And 
you can find many more in pattern 
departments for a dime or so. In our 
own pattern files, there’s Daisy 
Dachshund—as cuddlesome a pooch 
as a tot could wish for. She’s a blue 
ribbon winner in her calico coat, with 

her floppy ears, movable legs, coal- 
black shoe button eyes plus a won¬ 
derful tail that doubles for a handle. 
And it takes only a few hours time 
to make Daisy. Then there are 
paunchy Teddy Bear and Bunny Rab¬ 
bit which are equally charming made 
of glazed chintz or terry cloth. Snug- 
gly Raggedy Jo remains an old fav¬ 
orite—-and gives you opportunity to 
use up odds and ends of fabrics and 
yarns. 

If you crochet you will wish to in¬ 
clude a toy lamb made in a loopy 
crochet design or cunning Jack and 
Jill dolls which are the cutest two¬ 
some you’ve ever seen. They are 11 
inches tall and made in gay colored 
crochet floss. Jill sports a red dress 
and a bonnet over her long braids. 
Jack wears blue overalls, and a cap 
over his short brown curls. 

Something to Wear 
Something to wear — especially 

when it’s dashing and unusual—is a 
favorite with the school crowd wheth¬ 
er first grader or high-school smoo¬ 
thie. Your little 8-year-old will prac¬ 
tically pop with pride if you knit her 
a deep bonnet tied with velvet rib¬ 
bon to slip over her curls plus a 
matching bow-trimmed muff. And 
your sixteener will be genuinely 
thrilled if her Christmas box includes 
a long sleeved knit pullover in a col¬ 
or to match her favorite skirt. 

Scarves Are “Gifty” 
If sewing is your strong point— 

there are many gift ideas you’ll want 
to attempt. And they’re easy and 
quick to do. A “gifty” favorite is a 
scarf—especially when tied up hi tis¬ 
sue paper, red ribbon, and a sprig 

of holly. Oblong, square, or triangu¬ 
lar—all scarves are fashion tops. And 
they’re used for turbans, sashes, or 
neckwear. Select a striking rayon 
print, in a soft fabric. You need only 
a 24-inch square for a large square 
scarf. Roll the hem by hand—and 
your scarf is finished. 

Aprons—A Favorite 
Hostess aprons also rate high in 

fashion’s favor—and on everyone’s 
gift list. They are surprisingly inex¬ 
pensive—and easy to make. Less than 
a yard of fabric, for example, will 
make a bibless apron. The smart 
new coverall type requires about one 
and one-half yards. You can achieve 
striking effects with rayon taffeta in 
breathtaking high shades such as 
shocking pink, peacock blue, citron 
—trimmed with a heart or flower 
shaped pocket in a startling contrast. 
It’s the perfect gift for the new bride 
or girl who is concentrating on a hope 
chest. 

Fabric Handbags 
Now—if ever—is the year for fab¬ 

ric handbags. Dressy or tailored, the 
patterns are easily followed. Most 
styles require less than a yard of 
fabric. And what beauties you can 
make from remnants of tweed, faille, 
bengaline, corday, velvet, or felt. 

For the especially feminine "little” 
gift make handkerchief and lingerie 
cases, cosmetic bag, sachets, covered 
hangers. They are especially luscious 
when made of rayon satins, rustling 
taffetas, or rich crepes. 

Illinois REA News Patterns 
During the last several weeks, your 

Illinois REA News has been col¬ 
lecting Christmas ideas for your 
“make-your-own” Christmas gifts. 
Following is the complete list of pat¬ 
tern and idea leaflets. Order as many 
as you wish—but please include a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope for 
every four patterns. And please don’t 
send coins. The post-office doesn't 
like it—and it slows up mailing pro¬ 
cedure from our offices. Address Joan 
Cameron, Illinois REA News, Peters¬ 
burg, Illinois. 

Pattern List 
Christmas Toys 

Lamb and Seottie 
Pompon Cat and Kittens 
Daisy Daschund 
Crocheted 'Frog Toy* 
Crocheted Lamb 
Crocheted Cock Horse 
Terry Cloth Bear and Rabbit 
Jack and Jill 

For Baby 
Baby’s Softy Bib 
Knit and Crocheted Sweater and 

Cap Set 
Baby’s Sacque and Kimono 
Knit Shawl and Crocheted Bunting 

For a Little Girl 
Muff and Bonnet Set 
Beanie and Bag Set 
Sweater for a Little Girl 
Child's Coat Sweater 
Child’s Crocheted Bib 
Mitten, Scarf, and Hood Set 

Sew It 
Cover for Kleenex Box 
Knitting Needle Case 
Cloth Scarves 
Dressy Faille Bag 
Checked Gingham Dickey 
Scallop Envelop Bag 
Applique Luncheon Set 
Checked Taffeta Hat and Bag Set 

Crochet It 
Dinner Cloth 
Lacy Doilies 
Hot Plate Mats 
Pot Holders 
Wool Crocheted Bag 
Crocheted Aprons 
Irish Edgings 
Edgings for Sheets and Pillow- 

Cases 
Matching Cloche and Handbag 
Crocheted Bedspread 
Blouse Sweaters 
Sailor and Bracelet Bag 

Knit It 
Knit and Crocheted Shoulder Bag 

and Belt ' 
Striped Dickey and Checkerboard 

Vest 
Tray Cloths 
Twin Sweaters 
Companion Sweaters for Boy and 

Girl 
Coat Jacket 

Make It 
Thanksgiving Table Decorations 
Christmas Tuck-In Gifts 
Christmas Doo-Dads 
Scrap Basket Cards 
Small Accessories for Gift Making 
Lamp Shades 
Unusual Household Accessories 

FAREWELL FRIENDS 
As I send the last bit of woman’s 

page copy to the printers this month, 
I feel one step closer in bidding “fare¬ 
well” to many old friends. Because 
our November issue is the last time 
I’ll have the pleasure of planning and 
preparing the women’s section for you. 

It has been a wonderful tw-o years 
working with you—thinking in terms 
of what you’ll be interested in one 
month hence, eagerly awaiting the 
mailman for the many enjoyable let¬ 
ters each new issue of the Illinois 
REA News brings from your homes. 

What am I going to do? For the 
first time since I’ve been married I 
will be truly domestic. I wish you 
could see the stacks of recipes 
crammed in drawers just waiting for 
me to give them a try. And material 
(bought when you COULD get good 
material) yet to be made into kitchen 
curtains. But in the midst of all this 
housewisely activity. I’m going to 
miss my contact with you and shan’t 
forget our enjoyable association in 
the Illinois REA Women and the 
Home pages. 

Meanwhile, you’re going to enjoy 
becoming acquainted with Miss Joan 
Cameron, the new women’s page edi¬ 
tor. Miss Cameron was born and 
raised on a dairy farm near West 
Bend, Wis. And hers was the life 
of the typical Wisconsin farm girl. 
She helped her mother with canning, 
cooking, and housework. At the age 
of 10, she joined the 4-H club in her 
community. She attended the Uni¬ 
versity of Wisconsin’s School of 

f Journalism from which she was grad¬ 
uated with honors. Since her gradu¬ 
ation, Miss Cameron has had varied 
experiences—working in a defense 

Switch Clickers 
Clever Things To Do 

By REA Women 

More ideas from our Illinois 
REA homemakers that will help take 
the "weariness” out of lunchbox 
packing. Do include them in your 
own lunchbox routine. 

Our next Switch Clicker Column 
will arrive in your home one full 
week before Christmas. Just at the 
time you’ll be dashing to do those 
last minute details. May we share 
with you your favorite Christmas 
recipes, ideas for trimming the tree, 
decorating the table, or what’er it be 
you do those last exciting days? 
Please include your ideas along with 
requests for Christmas patterns. Wo¬ 
men’s Editor, Illinois REA News, 
Petersburg, Illinois. 

* * * 

Variety in Lunchbox 
Last year my husband had to take 

his lunch every day, writes Mrs. 
George Helton, R.R. 1, Farmersville, 
111. Sangamon Electric Cooperative. 
For variety he would have sand¬ 
wiches of fried chicken, egg salad, 
chicken salad. One of his favorites 
was a combination of two or three 
cuts of cold meat ground up a little 
coarser than hamburger. To this I 
added diced sweet pickle and salad 
dressing. 

For dessert I gave him a piece of 
apple pie, home-made cake with choc¬ 
olate icing, cup cakes, peach pie or 
butterscotch pie. A thermos of cold 
milk or hot chocolate completed a 
tasty lunch. 

+ * » 

Favorite for a 10-year Old 
"My 10 year old son likes a sand¬ 

wich of egg, butter, and mustard 
mashed together and spread on but¬ 
tered whole wheat bread.” Mrs. 
Floyd F. Fink, Mason City, 111., Men¬ 
ard Electric Cooperative. 

Orange Nutritious 
Strained orange juice contains 

only 50 to 75 per cent as much vi¬ 
tamin C as would be obtained by 
eating segments of the same orange. 

Lose Flavor 
Since most spices lose their fine 

flavor if kept over a long period of 
time, they should be purchased la 
small amounts and kept tightly cov¬ 
ered. 

factory during the summer, doing pub* 
lie relations for a children’s camp, and 
free-lancing in her spare time. Some 
of you may have read her interesting 
article on making handwoven rugs 
which appeared in the February, 1945, 
issue of the Country Gentleman. 

I know that Miss Cameron will 
find, as I have, pleasure and satisfac¬ 
tion in working with you—the REA 
women of Illinois. 

i 
MAKE YOUR OWN YULETIDE CARDS 

Surprise your friends this Christmas 
with yuletide greetings with that 
“specially-made-for-you” touch. You 
—and they, too—will find it a thrill¬ 
ing gesture. And, just in case, you’re 
sighing “But I’m no artist,” we’ll let 
you in on a secret. 

We .have for you a leaflet simply 
packed full of readymade suggestions 
for making your Christmas cards. 
You don’t need an ounce of artistic 
talent—only a bit of cardboard or 
heavy construction paper, pieces of 
gaily colored felt, some crayon pen¬ 
cils, Christmas wrapping papers, tiny 
ends of fir cedar, holly, mistletoe or 
huckleberry leaves, glue, rubber ce¬ 
ment or paste. 

One of our favorites (as you can 
see!) is the clever Jumbo greeting 
card. This perky little elephant is 
cut out of bright red felt and is past¬ 
ed on a background of shiny black 
cardboard. Tucked in one "hand” is 
a bit of real Christmas greenery. And 
hi* uphirned trunk holds your “greet¬ 
ings.” Eyes are mere dote* of India 
ink, 

Ideas for nine cards are included 
in the leaflet “Scrap Basket Cards” 
—plus all the outlines for your 
“drawings.” Whether your mood 
calls for gay or serious Christmas 
cards, you’ll find ideas for at least 
one or two. 

You can have your copy of the 
leaflet by sending a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope to the Women* 
Department, Illinois REA New*. 
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Time Yet to Transform Old Chest 
Into Buffet for Holiday Entertaining 

Turkey Fantail Takes to the Woods 
After Mrs. Loose Goose’s Warning 

CHRISTMAS DOODAD 
Have the first snowfall and Christ¬ 

mas decorations made you feel all 
‘'Chris tmas-y” inside? Then show 
your yuletide spirit by making and 
wearing a Christmas elf on your 
sweater or coat lapel. Doodads add 
that certain something to whatever 
you’re wearing—and they’re wonder¬ 
ful conversation pieces. 

You and your pals will love the 
Christmas elf. And he is so easy to 
make. First, you need a piece of 
medium weight wire—9^4 inches 
long. Form it in a circle, twisting 
the ends together. Then cut a strip 
of green crepe paper 1-inch wide. 
Stretch it out and slash both edges 

If a buffet is the one addition you need to make your dining room 
charmingly attractive as you greet your friends during the Holiday season 
—you can have one at the mere cost of several cans of paint if you have 
an old chest of drawers. 

Yes, this is another of those cheery 
paint-box ideas created through the 
homespun genius of Peter Hunt. He 
has shown many homemakers how to 
transform a broken down shabby 
piece of furniture into a "feature” 
piece. So if you have an old chest 
of drawers which serves no purpose 
other than buttering up your attic 
or bedroom, here’s to its new role as 
a buffet. 

Discard the second and third 
drawers—you’ll need that space to 
feature your prettiest china and crys¬ 
tal, or, during the Holidays, your 
punchbowl and ruby red glasses. 

Don't hurry into the paint job. 
First, make sure the finish is in good 
condition. If it isn’t, you must re¬ 
move the old finish with paint scrap¬ 
er, steel wool, or a paint and varnish 
remover down to bare wood. After 
an undercoat is applied, one or two 
coats of enamel may be given. Your 
job will be easier if the finish is 
smooth. Saturate a cloth in turpen¬ 
tine and wipe the chest until every 
bit of oil, grease, furniture polish and 
wax has been removed. Then wipe 
with a clean, soft cloth until the 
surface is dry. Sand lightly with 
No. 2/0 or No. 3/0 sandpaper. The 
gloss must be dulled so the enamel 
•wHl adhere easily. Dust thoroughly. 

Select the color for your buffet 
with an eye to the color scheme of 
your dining room. The buffet shown 
was given an over-all coat of ivory 
enamel. The side panels and knobs 
were enameled French blue to bring 
out the blue tones of the carpet and 
draperies. Remember — if the new 
color is similar to the former color, or 
darker, you need apply one coat 
only. If you’re hiding a dark color, 
apply two coats. 

When you’ve tucked your best lin¬ 
ens into your "new” buffet, direct 
your attention to its top. Your best 
candlestick holders, a bowl of fruits 
and nuts, or pine cones tucked in 
boughs of pine—all add up to "effect” 
and make your dining room complete, 
come-what-may. 

leaving one-fourth inch in the center 
uncut. Fold the slashed strip in 
half lengthwise and wrap it around 
the wire. Thus is formed your Christ¬ 
mas wreath. For the bright berry 
effects, add dots of your reddest fin¬ 
gernail polish. 

Now for Mr. Elf. Borrow several 
of Dad’s clean white pipe cleaners. 
Bend a 6%-inch piece of pipe cleaner 
in half, twisting the bent center to 
make the head and legs. Wind the 
shorter length—3J/2 inches—around to 
form arms. Bend ends of arms and legs 
to make hands and feet. Bend tightly 
so they hold securely to the wreath. 
Twist a short length of red crepe 
paper around the elf’s neck for a 
scarf—slashing each end for a fringe. 
Last, sew a tiny safety pin to the 

Carol Collects Bottles 
I am 9 years old and in the fourth 

grade at school. There are 13 in our 
school. My birthday is March 29. I 
have light brown hair and blue eyes. 
I collect bottles. 

I have one sister and two brothers. 
I like to ride a bicycle. I will answer 
all letters. I will be glad to get let¬ 
ters from both boys and girls.—Carol 
Post, Bowen, 111. 

* * • 

Marilyn Has 8 Kittens, 2 Puppies 
I wTould like to have my name put 

in the Junior News. I am 11 years 
old and in the sith grade. I have 
dark brown eyes and brown hair. My 
birthday is August 4. I have 8 kit¬ 
tens and 2 puppies. I would like to 
have some pen pals. Please write to 
me and I will answer all letters I re¬ 
ceive.—Marilyn Vanfossen, RR 2, 
Clay City, 111. 

• • * 

Reading and Drawing 
Are Janet's Hobbies 

This is my first letter to the Junior 
News, I have brown hair and brown 
eyes. I am 10 years old. I have one 
sister and one brother. My hobbies 
are reading and drawing. I would 
like to have some pen pals.—Janet 
Jewsbury, RR 1, Colchester, 111. 

* • • 

A Girl With Many Interests 
This is only my second letter to 

the REA paper. I’m 16 years and 9 
months old, have light brown hair, 
am 5 feet 1J^ inches tall, and weigh 
about 115 pounds. 

I live on an 85 acre farm in Benton. 
I read every issue of the REA News. 
I don’t have any pen pals so please, 
pen pals, write! I’m anxious to hear 
from you. My hobbies are singing, 
bicycle riding and playing baseball. I 
also like to sew, cook, read, and 
write letters. 

I would like to hear from boys and 
girls from the age of 17 up. I’ll try 
to answer all the letters. I’m work¬ 
ing so I may be a little slow getting 
all of your letters answered but I’ll 
try to get to them as soon as I can. 

Well, pen pals, answer soon. I’ll 
be looking for a letter from you.— 
Elizabeth Webster, RR 1, Box 85, 
Benton, 111. 

+ + + 

Lou Ann Has Pet Kittens 
This is my first letter to Pen Pals. 

I would like to make new friends. I 
live on an 80 acre form. I am in the 
sixth grade. I am 5 feet inch tall, 
have brown hair and brown eyes, and 
am 11 years old. I have three pet 
kittens, one large one and two small 
ones. I did have eleven but I just 
have three now. 

I would like to have other children 
write to me and I will answer all let¬ 
ters I receive. Please send me your 
picture, too. I have a big mail box, 
so come on, Pen Pals!—Lou Ann 
Dallas, R. 1, Carrier Mills, 111. 

"Quack, quack," cried Mrs. Loose Goose, waddling toward Spready 
Fantail, "1 have such bad. bad news" And big tears rolled down her long 
yellow bill and splashed on her wide yellow [eet. 

back of elf. And there’s your Christ¬ 
mas doodad—all ready to pin on 
sweater or coat. 

Spready Fantail was a big turkey 
gobbler. He had the widest tail 
spread of any turkey on the big farm 
where he lived. And because he was 
so proud of his big tail all the barn¬ 
yard animals called him Spready Fan- 
tail. Spready could also gobble loud¬ 
er than any other turkey on the farm. 
And when all the chickens, geese, 
ducks, and turkeys rushed to be fed 
you could hear Spready Fantail’s 
deep gobble above the racket. 
Spready was a happy, bird until a 
few days before Thanksgiving—and 
suddenly his happiness went flat as a 
popped balloon. 

It happened when Mrs. Loose 
Goose waddled into the farm yard 
all excited. She was called Mrs. 
Loose Goose because she quacked 
about everything she knew or heard. 
In fact, she was often so anxious to 
tell a story that she got it quite mixed 
up. This time Mrs. Loose Goose was 
more .excited than ever before. She 
waddled into the bamyard so fast 
that she had to stretch out a big white 
wing to keep her fat body from top¬ 
pling over. 

"Quack, quack,” cried Mrs. Loose 
Goose, "I have such bad, bad news.' 
She stopped before Spready Fantail. 
Big tears rolled down her long yellow 
bill and splashed on her wide yellow 
feet. 

"Poor Spready Fantail. Soon you 
will be nothing but a wishbone. Your 
head will be chopped off and you’ll 
be served on a big platter for Thanks¬ 
giving dinner,” she quacked. 

"Gobble, gobble,” laughed Spready, 
“Such talk. Don’t try to scare me!” 

"But it’s so. I heard Jack and Mary 
say so. They’re going to have turkey 
and dressing and cranberry sauce for 
dinner. And you’ll be the turkey be¬ 
cause you re the biggest turkey on the 
farm,” sobbed Mrs. Loose Goose. 

And then Spready Fantail was wor¬ 
ried. His beautiful tail feathers 
drooped in the dust and his proud 
head hung low. 

"I will fly away,” he announced. 
“I’ll hide in the topmost branches of 
the tallest tree in the forest. There no 
one will find me. After Thanksgiving 
I will return.” 

"Good-bye, Good-bye,” called Mrs. 
Loose Goose as she watched Spready 
Faintail fly over the fence and hurry 
toward the w<jods. "I will let you 
know when the danger past.” 

Late that afternoon Jack and Mary 

came to feed the barnyard fowl. As 
they sprinkled feed on the ground 
the chickens, geese, ducks and turkeys 
dashed to meet them. But there was 
no deep gobble—and they soon missed 
Spready Fantail. 

"Where’s Spready,” called Mary. 
"I can’t find him any place. I just 
know a fox caught him.' 

"O such a thing wouldn't happen 
to Spready. He must be hiding,” said 
Jack. "Maybe he got in the corn crib 
and ate so much he’s ill.” 

So the boy and girl searched in the 
corn crib, in the chicken house, in the 
garden—even in the miikhouse, but 
not one sign could they find of 
Spready Fantail. 

Now Mrs. Loose Goose was find¬ 
ing it awfully hard to keep her secret. 
Finally she could stand it no longer— 
and before she knew what she was 
doing she had quacked out the story. 

"Spready went to the big woods. 
He’s hiding so he won’t be killed for 
Thanksgiving,” she quacked. 

"Why, what gave Spready the idea 
we were going to eat him for Thanks¬ 
giving. He’d be much too tough!” 
laughed Mary. . 

"But you said you were going to 
have turkey!” 

"We are—over at Uncle John and 
Aunt Phyllis’," laughed Jack, “Poor 
old Spready. I can just see him shiv¬ 
ering in a big tall tree. You go after 
him Mrs. Loose Goose. And next 
time don’t frighten your friends with 
stories you are guessing about.” 

So Mrs. Loose Goose, promising 
herself she never again would talk 
about something of which she knew 
nothing, went waddling off to call 
her friend, Spready Fantail. 

Flouring Meat 
To flour chicken, chops, or fish 

before cooking put the flour, salt and 
pepper in a paper sack, drop in the 
meat pieces and shake the sack thor¬ 
oughly. 

Cuts Returns 
Souring cream on the farm de¬ 

creases its market value, reduces the 
returns to the producer, and is a det¬ 
riment to the butter industry. 

National Safety Cduncil figures 
indicate that between 40 to 50 farm 
dwellers are killed by accidents each 
day, making an annual death toll of 
15,000 to 17,000. Practice safety. 

Greetings, Pen Pals! 
After a big Thanksgiving feast the 

thing 4o do is relax a bit. So take 
up your pen, boys and girls, and 
drop us a few lines. Let’s hear how 
you spent the holiday and what you 
are doing to prepare for Christmas, 
Send your letter to Joan Cameron, 
Junior News, Illinois REA News, 
Petersburg, Illinois. 

* * * 
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leal Warns of 
lew Threat By 
Power Companies 

Speaks at Annual 
Meeting of Clinton Co. 

Co-op at Breeze 

A serious threat to REA coopera¬ 
tives and the future of the Rural 
Electrification Administration program 
is contained in the current fight by 
the power utilities to defeat legisla¬ 
tion which would expand the electric 
cooperative program, William T- 
Neal, deputy administrator of the 
Rural Electrification Administration 
warned members of Clinton County 
Electric cooperative, speaking at the 
annual meeting in the school gymna¬ 
sium at Breeze. 

“The arguments offered by the util¬ 
ities appear reasonable on the surface,” 
Neal explained, “and they have very 
cleverly emphasized that up to this 
time, REA cooperatives have served 
a useful purpose, but now they insist 
they can finish the job of serving 
all rural consumers and that REA 
has no further reason to continue in 
existance.” 

Despite the apparently reasonable 
arguments of the utilities, if they 
succeed in prohibiting electric co¬ 
operatives from owning and operat¬ 
ing generating plants or controlling 
transmission lines, they will “put the 
cooperatives out of business,” deputy 
administrator predicted. 

He reminded his listeners that a 
few years ago the power companies 
were disinclined to offer fair whole¬ 
sale rates to REA cooperatives and 
that only where competition from 
REA cooperative generating plants 
entered the picture, could successful 
rate negotiations be completed. 

Threat of Insolvency 
Should the power companies have 

control of all generation and transmis¬ 
sion, gradually they could increase 
wholesale rates until the cooperatives 
would be operating at a loss, thus go 
into involvency and, unable to amor- 
atize their indebtedness, soon be¬ 
come defunct. 

“The utilities could and did 
hold up power rates or refuse to 
sell entirely. Mostly they offered 
two and three-cent per kilowatt 
rates which would have killed the 
cooperatives and eliminated them 
from the rural electrification pic¬ 
ture,” Neal pointed out. “Where 
the cooperatives had control of 
generation and transmission or 
it appeared likely they would 
build generation plants and trans¬ 
mit their own power, the utilities 
came to terms with acceptable 
wholesale rates.” 

1 

Where the cooperatives have gen¬ 
erated their own power it has been 
produced at less than one cent per 
kilowatt, Neal emphasized. 

The outright refusals of power 
companies to serve REA cooperatives 
were designed as delaying actions to 
discourage or eliminate the co-ops and 
It required the U. S. Government to 
compel the utilities to serve the farm¬ 
ers who had installed distribution 
lines, Neal recalled. 

Co-ops Must Unite 
To present a united front and to 

forestall the utilities in their efforts 
to curtail the REA program, the co¬ 
operatives must unite in their efforts 
to publicize the truth about rural 
electrification by cooperative means 
and everything possible should be 
done to counteract unfair and untrue 

propaganda put out by some of the 
power companies, Neal advocated. 

“The cooperatives cannot 
transmit electricity that is not 
generated and they must always 
be in a position to obtain power 
at reasonable rates,” the deputy 
administrator advised. “Municipal 
plants have long existed and have 
not incurred more than an occas¬ 
ional flurry of opposition by the 
utilities, yet the municipal electric 

CLINTON COUNTY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

ON THE STAGE of the school gymnasium in Breeze during the an- i son, Charles Pigg, John Vahlkamp, Ben Rensing, Vincent Albers, Fred G. 
nuat meeting of Clinton County Electric cooperative were the members of i Fruend; standing. Manager Joseph H. Heiman, Charles E. Twigg, Robert 
the board of directors. Seated, left to right. Myrtle Dierkes, Grace N. John- j Holtgrave and Fred Korte. 

Main Speaker 

WILLIAM J. NEAL 

companies generate their own 
power in most instances. By what 
token, then, can these same power 
companies demand that farmers 
have no right to provide them¬ 
selves with the benefit of elec¬ 
tricity?” he asked. 

The speaker urged his listeners to 
tell the story of REA cooperative 
enterprise and in doing so, to nullify 
the effects of the propaganda which 
conveys the false idea that coopera¬ 
tives are given “grants” by the Fed¬ 
eral Government. 

Defeat False Stories 
“This is one of the false impres¬ 

sions many people have about coop¬ 

erative electric associations and until 
it is understood by everyone that the 
government only makes loans which 
are repaid with interest, the utilities 
will make headway in their arguments 
against further expansion of the REA 
program,” Neal predicted. 

That farmers are excellent business- 

Presiding 

VINCENT ALBERS 

men has been proved by the record 
of REA cooperative finances, Neal 
pointed out. In the short time since 
the co-ops were organized, more than 
$19,000,000 in principal has been re¬ 
paid, interest payments have been 
met, and in many instances, coopera¬ 
tives have been ahead in their loan 

$14,000. The cooperative has $4,000 ^ 
in War Bonds and total assets, al¬ 
lowing for depreciation, of $418,« 
548.44, which after allowance for in¬ 
debtedness to REA, leaves a net in¬ 
vestment in cash and other assets ol 
nearly $50,000. 

In his annual report to the mem¬ 
bers, Manager Joseph H. Heiman 
reviewed the history of Clinton Coun¬ 
ty cooperative, reminding the mem- ^ 
bers that only eight years ago thf ^ 
first little group of farmers in that 
territory met to discuss the formation 
of their own electric power associa¬ 
tion. 

“What they wanted to know,” Hei¬ 
man recalled, "was if the powef 
companies wouldn’t supply electric 
service at a reasonable cost, could 
they themselves do it on a coopera¬ 
tive basis?” £ 

He indicated that every member of 
the co-op knew the answer to that 
question. The original group of 1$ 
farmers went out to discuss the plan 
with their neighbors, they covered thf 
territory completely, signing up ne’Sf 
members, and after the original ap¬ 
plication for a loan from REA wai 
approved, the work on the first 30/. 
miles of power line was started. 

“It was a happy day for all of ul ^ 
in March, 1940, when the switch wa| 
thrown to energize the first 100 milei 
of REA line in Clinton County,” Hei¬ 
man recalled. 

Rapid Growth 

In the years since the first lines 
were energized, the cooperative Hal 
expanded rapidly, bringing service td 
many farmsteads in its area, the man¬ 
ager pointed out, but the war greatly ^ 
restricted the construction of ne'# ^ 
lines and hampered the normal de¬ 
velopment of the cooperative prograMj 

Explaining that the treasurer’s re¬ 
port indicated the co-op had paid o0 
many thousands of dollars of its in¬ 
debtedness in advance of due datel^ 
Heiman predicted that the next sevt 
eral years would bring about an eved 
better financial picture. Unhampere4 
by material shortages for construct 
tion as the country returns morf 
nearly to normal, the co-op will ex¬ 
pand its program and Increase lit 
revenue, he said. 

“Being a non-profit organiza¬ 
tion, we have been able to cut 
corners here and there to save 
needless expense and we have no 
stock holders to whom we must 
pay dividends. Our directors and 
elected officers serve without pay* ^ 
The primary aim is to supply 
electric power to everyone within 
reach of our existing lines, and 

(Turn to Page Fifteen) 

repayments to the government, Neal ’ 
said. 

By uniting against the unfair tactics 
of the power companies who seek to 
defeat the REA program, the co¬ 
operatives will emerge still stronger 
and better prepared to go ahead with 
the area coverage program now that 
wartime restrictions have been elimi¬ 
nated, Neal concluded. 

Financial Statement 

Bearing out the remarks of the 
deputy administrator on the financial 
condition of REA cooperatives, Ro¬ 
bert W. Holtgrove, treasurer, report¬ 
ed that the Clinton County co-op has 
repaid a total of $69,234.44 on its 
long-time indebtedness which includ¬ 
ed interest in the past year of nearly 

Reporting 

JOSEPH H. HEIMAN 
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On 100th Birthday One of 
Illinois’ Pioneers Honored 

Grandmother of M. J. M. 
^ Co-op Manager Recalls 

; Days of Abe Lincoln 

James K. Polk was In the White 
Mouse and Abraham Lincoln, at 36, 
Was practicing law in the village of 
Springfield the year Mrs. Louisa J. 
Kennedy of Atlanta was born. 

Grandmother of A. C. Barnes, man¬ 
ager of M. J. M. Electric cooperative, 
Carlinville, the “grand old lady” of 

A^°9an County celebrated her 100th 
^Anniversary October 27 and was hon¬ 

ored by hundreds of neighbors and 
friends who paid their respects at an 
Open-house in the home of Manager 
Barnes’ mother, Mrs. A. E. Barnes of 
Atlanta. 

Born on a farm three miles from 
Petersburg, JVLrs. Kennedy grew to 
young womanhood during the time 
when Illinois was still a frontier 

^State with a population of only about 
three-quarters of a million. Chicago 
was little more than a village but was 
growing rapidly, and Springfield had 
been the capitol of the state only a 
few years. 

Early Pioneer Family 
Mrs. Kennedy’s father Edward 

Smith, came to Menard county from 
Virginia at the age of eighteen. Her 
mother, Irena Hornbuckle, was the 

^daughter of Washington Hornbuckle, 
an intimate friend of Abraham Lin¬ 
coln who frequently was a visitor in 
the Hornbuckle home where he en¬ 
joyed many meals and occasionally 
spent the night. 

This was during Lincoln’s years as 

a surveyor. On one occasion when 
he dropped in for dinner, Mrs. Ken¬ 
nedy’s grandmother remarked that 
she was “up a stump” for a design 
for a quilt for which she had as¬ 
sembled up the pieces. 

“I’ll draw you a pattern," Lincoln 
volunteered. Taking a scrap of pap¬ 
er, the young surveyor marked out a 
simple design which Grandmother 
Hornbuckle followed in making a 
blue and white quilt which today is 
one of Mrs. Kennedy’s prize posses¬ 
sions, having been inherited from her 
mother. 

When news of the “Lincoln Quilt” 
was first given wide publicity several 
years ago, Mrs. Kennedy was deluged 
with hundreds of requests for the pat¬ 
tern. Other women, reading of the 
quilt, sought the pattern to make a 
similar one. 

The aged women expressed herself 
as saddened by the necessity to re¬ 
fuse to reply to the many requests 
she received. 

“At first,” she said, “my daughter 
Ida and I thought we might try to 
send the pattern to those who wrote 
for it, but so many letters came we 
finally had to give up the idea and 
just throw the letters away unan¬ 
swered. There was just no way we 
could write so many replies.” 

Other Precious Relic 
Another of the interesting remin¬ 

ders of the past Mrs. Kennedy remem¬ 
bers so vividly is a large dinner plate 
with elaborate pink decorations bear¬ 
ing the likeness of St. John in the 
center and bearing the inscription, 

PLATE FROM LINCOLN'S STORE 

ANOTHER PRIZED MEMENTO of Lincoln* time is the large 
plate bearing the likeness of St. Mark and the inscription, '‘The Son of 
Righteousness" which was part of a set of dlnnerware Mrs. Kennedy’s 
grandmother purchased from Abraham Lincoln when he had his store in 
blew Salem. Another plate of the same set is on display in the restored 
Lincoln 6 Berry store at New Salem State Park near Petersburg. 

Quilt Pattern By Abraham Lincoln 

HOLDING THE "LINCOLN QUILT" to display it for others to copy. Mrs. Louisa J. Kennedy, grand¬ 
mother of Manager A. C. Barnes of M. J. M. Electric cooperative, Carlinville, posed for this photograph in her 
home in Atlanta on the occasion of her 100th birthday last month. Finished in blue and white, the quilt was made 
from a pattern drawn by Abraham Lincoln, when, as a young surveyor in Menard county, he stopped for din¬ 
ner and volunteered to design a pattern for Mrs. Kennedy’s grandmother. 

“The Son of Righteousness" above 
the picture. 

This plate is one of a set purchased 
by Grandmother Hornbuckle at the 
Lincoln and Berry store in New 
Salem and is from the same set as 
the one now on exhibition at the re¬ 
storation of the Lincoln and Berry 
store in New Salem State Park. 

Grandmother Hornbuekle’s maiden 
name was Clara Boger, her father, 
Henry Boger, having migrated from 
Germany as a boy. He served as a 
soldier in the American Revolution¬ 
ary war seven years and was one of 
the early settlers of Menard county. 
In his later years he was a familiar 
figure In the New Salem and Peters¬ 
burg communities and was mentioned 
by Carl Sandberg in his great work, 
“Abraham Lincoln — The Prairie 
Years.” 

Sandberg said of Bogert “Out 
around the New Salem neighborhood 
were men and women known to 
everybody. Another veteran who 
had served with the Commander-in- 
Chief George Washington was Dad¬ 
dy Boger who lived in Wolf and 
wove bushel baskets out of white oak 
splints; be would go to town with a 
basket under each arm, trade his 
baskets, rest awhile, and then start 
home." 

Left Handiwork 

Henry Boger was a cooper and 
Mrs. Kennedy has an excellent ex¬ 
ample of her great great grandfather’s 
handiwork. It is a small barrel of 
mulberry wood beautifully made and 
still in a fine state of preservation, 
standing about two feet high and 
about a foot in diameter at the top. 
It was used as a receptacle for sugar 
or flour. 

“Daddy” Boger made it for Sam¬ 
uel Hi!, a storekeeper at New Salem 
whom Abraham Lincoln succeeded as 
postmaster there. The barrel was giv¬ 
en by- Mrs. Hill to a cousin of Mrs. 
Kennedy who later gave it to her as 
a present. 

Mentor Graham, famous schoolmas¬ 
ter of the New Salem and Petersburg 
communities, who did more than any 
other person to aid Abraham Lincoln 
in attaining an education, was related 
by marriage to Mrs. Kennedy. His 
wife’s brother married a sister of 
Grandfather Hornbuckle. 

Mentor Graham appointed Lincoln 
clerk of an election at New Salem, 
told him where he could secure a copy 
of Kirkham’s Grammar (which Lin¬ 
coln walked six miles to get) aided 
him in his studies of grammar, mathe¬ 
matics and surveying and helped Lin¬ 
coln compose his first speeches. 

Mrs. Kennedy has always felt cer¬ 
tain in her own mind that there was 
a relationship between Her own fami¬ 
ly and that of Ann Rutledge, the girl 
Lincoln loved so tenderly as a young 
man in New Salem. Mrs. Kennedy’s 
great uncle married a Nancy Rutledge 
but she has never been able to trace 
the connection, if any, between Nancy 
and Ann. She has a daguerreotype 
of Nancy. 

Early Pioneer Days 
As a child Mrs. Kennedy knew 

only the crude comforts of the 
rustic houses of the middle Nine¬ 
teenth Century and until she was 
six, all the family’s cooking was 
done at a big fireplace. 

*1 remember our first stove, 
she recalled. "It was a small one 
but we were very proud of it and 
soon there were many improve¬ 

ments in stoves and we did no 
more fireplace cooking." 

As a child too, illuminating the 
home was a far cry from present 
day electric lights as known by 
REA cooperative members. 

"I wish I knew how many 
candles I molded as a girl," Mrs. 
Kennedy muses. “They were 
made of beef tallow with a wick 
about the size of your litde finger 
and they really gave a pretty 
good light. We did not have a 
kerosene lamp until we moved to 
Logan county in 1865." 

In March after her marriage to Ly¬ 
man Trumbull Kennedy on Septem¬ 
ber 20, 1864, the young couple moved 
to Logan county to settle on 80 acres 
of land south of Lawndale. The 
move was made in a new farm wagon 
drawn by a team of fine horses and 
the Journey took two days. In those 
times the custom was to drive until 
about dusk and then spend the night 
at the first farm house that presented 
itself. 

As night approached on their first 
night, the young couple stopped at a 
house and asked for lodging. 

“We’d like to take you hi but 
we’re entertaining the preacher,” they 
were told. 

At another house further on they 
received the same reply. After a still 
longer drive, they came to a house 
near a church where they were re¬ 
ceived most hospitably. 

“The preacher is here," their host 
told them, “but well find room for 
you, too." 

A protracted meeting of the church 
congregation was in process when 
they got in the house so they attend- 

(Turn tc Page Twe'^e) 
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ed the services and drove on to their 
destination the next day. 

Husband in Qvil War 
Mr. Kennedy was a veteran of the 

Civil War. He enlisted from Men¬ 
ard county in August, 1862 and served 
as third sergeant of Captain John A. 
Hurt’s Company K, 106th Regiment, 
Illinois Volunteer Infantry. Assigned 
to the Third Brigade, Kimball’s Divi¬ 
sion, 16th Corps, it took part in en¬ 
gagements at Jackson, Term., Siege 
of Vicksburg, Little Rock, Ark., and 
performed service at Duvall’s Bluff, 
Lewisburg, St. Charles, Dardenelle 
and Brownsville. 

Mr. Kennedy was accidentally 
wounded in camp at Bolivar, Term., 
while cleaning his gun for inspection. 
The cap exploded and a piece lodged 
in his left eye, destroying the sight. 
Sx years later the piece worked to 
the surface but the eye gave him ser¬ 
ious trouble the rest of his life, which 
ended May 21, 1909. 

Mrs. Kennedy has a clear recollec¬ 
tion of the Civil War days and re¬ 
calls that there were many Southern 
sympathizers in Menard county. 

“We called them ‘secesh’ men and 
‘copperheads’ and they held secret 
meetings, refused to enlist in the Un¬ 
ion Army and threatened the lives of 
Union sympathizers,” Mrs. Kennedy 
recalled. 

“I remember one incident very 
clearly,” she continued. "There was 
a large sycamore tree growing where 
the Lincoln and Berry store had stood 
in New Salem. Some Union sympa¬ 
thizers had carved a remarkable like¬ 
ness of Lincoln on this tree and then 
some of the copperheads chopped it 
outl” 

Saw Lincoln Train 
Only a few weeks after she and 

her husband bad moved- to Logan 
county the news of President Lin¬ 
coln’s assassination reached them. 
They were on their new farm but the 
roads in the section were a sea of 
mud from heavy rains all during the 
spring. This did not prevent them, 
however, from walking to the railroad 
tracks where they watched the train 
bearing Lincoln's body pass on its 
way to Springfield. 

In the years that followed, the 
Kennedys decided to abandon farming 
after they had sold their first farm at 
a $1,000 profit and acquired another 
on which they lived 20 years. When 
they moved into Atlanta Mr. Kennedy 
entered the coal and feed business 
which he operated until the time of 
his death. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy had a large 
family, four sons and three daugh¬ 
ters. The four boys—Sherman, By¬ 
ron, Lyman and Dwight, have all 
died. The three daughters, Ellen 
(Mrs. Albert E. Barnes, mother of 
Manager Barnes of the Carlinville 
cooperative) Nellie and Ida, are all 
living. Miss Ida is at home with her 
mother. There are four grandchil¬ 
dren and three great grandchildren. 

Still Very Active 
At 100, Mrs. Kennedy is clear of 

mind and acf.ve physically, taking 
walks on her spacious lawn and in 
her garden when the weather permits 
and making an occasional trip to 
town where she walks to do her shop¬ 
ping. 

In her enthusiasm over recalling 
the days of long ago, she walked 
back and forth between the dining 
room and bedroom of her Atlanta 
home carrying armloads of daguer¬ 
reotypes to show to the editor of the 
Illinois REA News. 

“Where’s my cane, I can’t take a 
step without my cane!” Mrs. Kenne¬ 
dy would insist, looking around to 
see where she had misplaced it. 

But the cane would be found in the 
other room where she had put it when 
she needed both hands to carry the 
pictures. When it was retrieved for 
her, she would remind her guest again, 
“I can’t take a step without my 
cane!” and promptly hang it over the 
back of a chair while she went back 
to the bedroom for another armload 
of keepsakes of the historic past she 
remembers so well. 

NEWS FROM 
Southern Illinois 

Dongola, DL 

GEORGE ENDICOTT, 
Mgr. 

Members Addresses 
In order to cooperate with the mail 

carriers and post office throughout the 
project, we shall appreciate each mem¬ 
ber making a notation on his Decem¬ 
ber 1st meter sheet, as to the route 
number and box number, if any, of his 
connection. 

New Books 
Each member will receive his meter 

reading book for 1946 after the 10th 
of December. Please discard all old 
books, and he sure that the reading 
on the first sheet of this new book 
checks with the last sheet in your old 
book. It is imperative that the proper 
sheet be submitted for each individual 
connection. Penalties will be inflicted 
on those failing to send in sheets with¬ 
out a definite reason. 

Extensions 
It has been brought to the attention 

of the office and the board of directors 
that the Cooperative is slowing up cm 
the construction of extensions to new 
signers who are adjacent to the line. 
For the information of all old mem¬ 
bers, so that they can tell their un¬ 
served signed neighbors, the true stat¬ 
us of the condition is as follows; The 
Cooperative is attempting to complete 
with its own force, the 50 miles of old 
B line, which has been incomplete 
since 1940. This is a section of line 
of which an allotment was received, 
the work started, the line staked and 
ready for construction at the time war 
was declared and all work was 
stopped. 

Some of the members were complet¬ 
ed under the Ulc order, the school re¬ 
lease order, and other WPB releases. 
But it was approximately 50 miles of 
which the poles were set and which 
could not be completed without the 
removal of all restrictions of WPB. 
After this release, the board felt that 
this line should he completed just as 
quickly as possible. Material has 
been on hand for some 18 months and 
this material is on hand, or is arriv¬ 
ing for the completion of this line. 
For this reason the force has been de¬ 
voting entirely their time to the com¬ 
pletion of this section of line. 

With this construction thought in 
mind, we did have a few extensions 
which were constructed at a time, 
when we happened to be in that area, 
and needed a little work, to complete 
the days ticket 

It is hoped that shortly after the 
first of the year, it will be possible for 
us to have this cleaned up on the B 
line, so that we can get hack to the 
construction of extensions with our 
own force. Attends are not being 
made to get a contractor to finish this 
work, and thus make it possible for us 
to get back on our construction work. 
It is true the Cooperative has em¬ 
ployed several extra individuals and 
we have one of our former employees 
who is returned and we will of course 
have several more back in the near 
future, the transportation problem has 
reached thte point at which we are 
limited to the number of employees 
we can take care of at this time. 

The board would appreciate your 
giving of this information to the un- 
served members or neighbors of your 
area, so that they will know the rea¬ 
son why they cannot get service even 
though they have signed up. 

Emerine’s Repair Shop 
It is hoped in the near future that 

we will have a refrigerator repair man 
to assist Mr. Emerine in his repair 
work. 

If you have any equipment which 
needs repairs, send or bring it in, and 
we are certain Mr. Emerine will ap¬ 
preciate any assistance you can give 
him, in bringing this repair shop to 
the attention of other members of the 
Cooperative. 

There probably are many of the 
members that did not even notice the 
outage occurring over the entire sys¬ 
tem on October 28, which was caused 
by the changing of the substation 
transformers for our Cooperative. 

Originally the substation was set up 
to serve the entire area and at this 
time, there was installed three 100 
KVA transformers. 

On the 28th of December, 1940, one 
of these transformers burned out due 
to a faulty transformer. This was re¬ 
paired and placed back in service and 
a 200 KVA spare transformer was 
purchased to eliminate the interference 
caused by such an outage at a later 
date. At that time, it was possible to 
serve the entire system from the re¬ 
maining two transformers, due to the 
very light load but as we have stated 
above, our substation capacity was 
300 KV and our demand has been run¬ 
ning above 350; so, to take care of the 
additional line and load coming in, an 
order was placed two years ago, for 
the larger transformers which are 333 
capacity which makes a total substa¬ 
tion of 999 KVA capacity. With the 
additional of the balance of the B sec¬ 
tion and the C and D sections, along 
with the extensions wrich will be con¬ 
structed to the main line, the capacity 
of these transformers may be axed, 
and at this time, it will be necessary 
that we look for another source of 
power, of which we feel is in the off¬ 
ing at this time. 

It is hoped of the office, that we 
■ will be able to secure authority for the 
purchase of additional OCB’s which 
have eliminated approximately 75 per 
cent of the outages, so we can com¬ 
plete the installation, and practically 
eliminate all of the outages of this 
nature. 

Resale Material 
We have received word that we 

will be receiving in the near future, 
some war surplus new one inch three 
strand rope which will be available 
for resale to our members. This is ! 
new rope and is oil treated and is ot i 
the best grade obtainable. It is ideal i 
for use as hay ropes. We know that j 
a great many of our members are in ! 
need of this material, and for this 
reason, purchased a quantity of this 
rope, which will be sold out at a very 
low price to our members, according 
to the way we have their request for 
this material. | 

We also have a supply of bolt cur- j 
ters, which are 18 inch and are selling j 
at a price approximately one-half of 
the cost of these cutters. 

We have a very limited supply of 
one-fourth inch electric drills, so if | 
you are desirous of purchasing one of | 
these, do not hesitate to send in your | 
name at once. 

Other articles of electrical equip¬ 
ment are coming in all along, so be 
sure and place your name with our 
office, in order that we can notify 
you at the time your desired article 
arrives. 

NEWS FROM 
McDonough 

Power 
Macomb, IQ. 

RAY GRIGSBY, Supt. 

Operating Report 
Total billing  $9,815.84 
Members billed  1910 
Average bill  $85.14 
Average KW used  .92 
Income per mile  $14.00 
Density per mile  $2.71 

The Cooperative has enjoyed a 
very nice increase during the month 
of October which no doubt is partly 
accountable b^ the bean harvest and 
the use of the electric power in the 
handling of that very important crop. 
At the time of this writing, the corn 
harvest is well under way, in fact 
possibly two-thirds completed in the 
territory we serve and we have not 
at yet heard of a report of a single 
accident from our members, which 
is as it should be. We only hope that 
the good work can be kept up and 
that no accidents will occur, for it is 
far better to be safe than sorry. 
There has evidently been very wide 
usage made of the electric current in 
the elevation of the corn crop and 
the month of November is going to 
be the heaviest month in history for 
the Cooperative. 

On November 7th the Cooperative 

opened bids for approximately 150 
miles of additional lines to serve 
about 425 new members and the bids 
ranged from $1125.00 to well over 
$1200.00 per mile which was consid¬ 
ered rather high. So at the time of 
this writing we are not in a position 
to say whether or not any of the bids 
will be accepted, and if not it may be 
necessary to ask for new bids to be 
opened at some later date. We shall 
be glad to keep our members advised 
of the results through the columns of 
this paper. 

Fuseing 
In spite of the many articles we 

have written advising our members 
to use care in the fuseing of their cir¬ 
cuits, we still have people coming to 
our office inquiring for 30 ampere 
fuses and we wish to again state that 
you should not, under any circum¬ 
stances use 30 ampere fuseing in either 
your lighting or your power circuits. 
They are entirely too heavy to fur¬ 
nish adequate protection. Only 15 
ampere fuses should be used in the 
lighting circuits and 20 ampere in die 
power circuits. That comprises a link 
in the circuit while beng sufficently 
strong to handle the load. They will 
blow out easily in case of an over¬ 
load so in order to protect your prop¬ 
erty against any hazard please don t 
use too heavy fuseing. If you do you 
nullify all the efforts we have mad., 
to protect you against the fire haz¬ 
ards. 

Recovering 
Mrs. Helen E. Hicks, who has 

been a member of our Board of Di¬ 
rectors since the start of the Coop 
erative in 1938, underwent a major 
operation at the Marietta Phelps hos¬ 
pital and we are glad to report that 
she is getting along very nicely and 
in a few weeks will be able again to 
occupy her usual place at the hoard 
meetings. 

NEWS FROM 
Western Illinois 

Carthage, 111. 

L. C. MARVEL, Sapt. 

Operating Statistics 
Miles of Line  r 554 
Number of Bills >   1283 
Density per Mile  2.31 
New Services Connected  11 
Services Reconnected  1 
Services Disconnected  3 
Monthly Billing  ' $6,767.36 
Average Bill  $5.34 
Purchased KWH Energy  146,400 
Energy Sold, KWH  131,604 

Welcome, New Members 
Gratia and Edw. B. Hackett, Arts 

M. Kindred, Glen and Mae Smith, 
E. A. and Winifred Walker, Albert 
and Margaret Payne, Henry and 
Freda Klinger, Lester Wollbrink, W. 
E. and Louise Altheide, Geo. and | 
Marie Kirgan, Margaret and Max 
Henson, Lawrence and Virginia A. 
Pahen, Benny and Evelyn Olson, Carl 
and Stella Deeg, Ross W. and La- 
Vema Parsons, Hilda and Harold 
Beckett, Ed and Lela C. Radel, 
Gaylord and Velma Clayton, Clyde 
and Lena Sea vers, Wanda Pence, 
Henry and Lola Ruth Ufkes, Floyd 
and Flossie Boos, Roy Eddington, 
Fred and Olive Hillers, Apple Grove 
School, Dist. No. 172, Richard and 
Florine E. Nelson, Florence and John 
D. Hogan, Clarence and Erma Harms, 
Thomas Campbell. 

Construction Activities 
Twenty-five line extensions have 

recently been completed by our con¬ 
struction force. Twenty-four appli¬ 
cations for line extensions to provide 
electric service, have been received 
within the last two months. 

Line Crew 
Our line crew is now composed of 

four employees. They are — Lee 
Leonard, line foreman, John Miller, 
Ray Hale and Earl Calhoun. With 
a lot ot hard work and long hours, 
these me* have really been getting 
things done. The ideal Fall weather 
has been in their favor. 

New Poles 
It was our good and unexpected 

fortune to receive a carload of poles 
recently, however, we are concerned 

with the factuality that we may rui| 
out of material before we have alt 
of our line extensions completed, and 
then it will he just too bad for thos* 
applicants who have been on the 
“waiting list” for some time, 

“D” Section Status 
Eighty-eight applications for ♦ 

electric service have been signed 
within the last two months, on 
the “D” Section. The “D” Sec¬ 
tion is the construction of lines 
which will follow the ”C” Sec¬ 
tion. 

Mrs. Vera Fleming of Carth¬ 
age, an employee of the Coopera¬ 
tive, is^ soliciting all unserved 
areas and is bringing to the at¬ 
tention of all un-electrified farm 
owners that they again are being 
afforded the opportunity of hav¬ 
ing the REA lines extended to 
their farms. She is meeting with 
very good success and as soon 
as she completes the area cover¬ 
age program which has been lined 
up, the applications will be as¬ 
sembled, maps drawn up, and 
final details completed prepara¬ 
tory to submitting a request for 
additional funds with which to 
build these extensions. 

Plans are to pstsb this program 
right along, therefore we suggest 
that anyone wishing to be includ¬ 
ed on the next build, should sign 
their application without delay. 

Bid-Opening Date for "C” Section 
The latest word is that November 

27, is the date set for the bid openin^^k 
date for our C Section. Originall^^ 
this date was set for Nov. 13, but 
was later changed to the 27th. Many 
applicants will be interested in know* 
ing the outcome of this bid-opening 
transaction. 

Throughout the state, construction 
bids have been running too high, and 
have been turned down by REA, St. 
Louis; however, we hope that by th(t 
time they get to us, the contractor^ 
will be a little more in line with theif 
prices. 

Increase in Substation 
Capacity 

The Cooperative has purchased a 
200 KVA sub-station transformer* 
This transformer was damaged in 
shipping, but as soon .as the repair 
parts are received it will be installed 
at the sub-station. 

It is quite noticeable that the changd0 
of one hour from Central War Tim® 
to Central Peace Time has greatly in¬ 
creased our demand charge at the sub¬ 
station. 

New Electrical Farm 
Equipment and 

Appliances 
We believe this is a topic that i® 

quite close to all of our members* 
hearts. What new electrical equip^^ 
ment is available, where and when 
may it be secured, and who is getting 
what?” 

We have had considerable time fQ 
dream about the day when we could 
huy this and that, a new toaster, aH 
iron, a new radio to replace that oldn 
worn-out one, that had to do doubl® 
duty, but which did bring us thajl 
wonderful news of the war’s end. ft 
should not be so long now. 

One thing that sounds mighty nk® 
to us, and we have been hearing so 
much about them on the radio th® 
last few weeks, is an electric autoo 
matic blanket which keeps every eon 
ner of the bed at just the right tame 
parature, and no need to be weighted 
down with heavy bed clothes on C 
cold winter night—this we are anxiouf 
to see. 

New Appliances 
Some of our REA members hav® 

been getting a few new “things,* 
Thanks to these members for reports 
ing to this office. 

Harvey W. Byrnes, a Conde milfe 
ing machine j Wendell Thompson* 
electric rangei Mrs. Mary Beeleiv 
deep well electric pump; Roy Eddfnge 
ton, Frigidaire electric range. 

Keep la Touch 
Let’s hear from some more of ou?P 

members. Also, & you are not receive 
ing your copy of the Illinois REA 
News, be sure to report it to the o!<i 
lice. 
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Simply Conslnicled Study Lamp 
Is Made of Easy-to-Get Materials 

LAMP CORD 

•♦-OUTLET PLUO 

(Reprinted through courtesy of 
Rural Electrification News.) 

A properly designed table lamp In 
your borne makes reading, studying 
and sewing easier and more comfort¬ 
able. It conserves eyesight, saves 
energy and gives your room new at¬ 
tractiveness. You can make one, 
cheaply and easily, with materials 

7 readily available. 

You Need These Materials 

2 1 inch by 2 inches by 18 inches 
(from 11 inches by 2 inches by 36 
inches lumber) for stem of lamp. 

2 24 inch by 8 inches by 8 inches 
(from 124 inches by 8 inches by 16 
Inches lumber) for lamp base. 
1* lamp socket with switch (thread¬ 
ed for 24 inch pipe). 

1 24 inch pipe nipple 1 inch or 
124 inches long (to fit socket above). 

1 Shade holder to fit socket (sup¬ 
ports diffusing bowl). 

1 diffusing bowl (8 inches for 100- 
watt or 924 inches for 150-watt bulb). 

1 shade (white lined with bottom 
diameter 16 inches to 18 inches.) 

1 100-watt or 150-watt bulb. 
1 lamp cord 9-foot (not smaller 

than No. 18 AWG UL approved 
conductor. 

1 outlet plug (preferably of rub¬ 
ber, .easy to grasp). 

2 No. 10 wood screws; glue for 
wood, fine sandpaper, tools. 

*Be sure to buy a socket with a 
three-position switch if you use a 
3-light bulb (5550-100-150 watt.) 

First read the directions from start 
to finish. Better examine the sketch 
closely as you read. 

Steps in Making a Base and Stem 
STEM—The stem is made of two 

pieces 1 inch by 2 inches by 18 inches 
groved and shaped as sketched, then 
glued together. 

1. Cut the pieces, then cut a V- 
groove exactly 7/16 inch wide and 
24 inch deep the length of each piece. 

2. Sandpaper the groove so that 
all rough spots which might wear 
the cord are removed. 

3. Trim and plane the stem so that 
it is 124 inches square at one end 
and 1 inch square at the other. Rub 
with fine sandpaper to make smooth. 

4. Glue the pieces together so the 
grooves match to form a square hole 
in the center of the stem for the lamp 
cord. This hole will be about 5/16 
inch square. 

5. Round off the last half-inch of 
the large end of the stem to fit into 
a 1 inch hole in the base. 

BASE—The base is made of two 
flat pieces each 24 Inch thick (be¬ 
fore planing and sandpapering) 
glued together. 

Follow the steps below in making 
the base. The lower piece should be 
8 inches square, and the upper piece 
724 inches square. 

1. Cut the pieces of dimensions 
given above—plane and sandpaper. 

2. Round the upper edges and cor¬ 
ners with wood rasp and sandpaper 
for smooth appearance. 

3. Drill a 1 inch hole through die 

center of the upper piece. Cut a 
groove J4 inch wide and 24 Inch 
deep on the underside of this piece, 
from the edge of the hole to the edge 
of the piece. Rub this groove with 
sandpaper to provide a smooth chan¬ 
nel for the cord through the base. 

Easy to Modify Design 
This plan shows only one design 

of lamp. You may want to make a 
square stem from four 24 inch pieces, 
or from a single piece 2 inches 
square with a 24 ihch hole through 
it lengthwise. Or a round stem 
turned on a lathe to any desired pat¬ 
tern, or a plain round stem wrapped 
in thick cord, reed or raffia tacked 
and glued into place and shellacked 
for an interesting appearance. 

You may want to make a round 
base with two 24 inch pieces dressed 
to 24 inch, the bottom piece 8 inches 
in diameter, the top piece 5 inches in 
diameter. Or . . . 

A square base of similar dimen 
sions to the round one, edges can be 
rounded. Or . . . 

An octagonal base from two 24 
inch pieces, 824 inches and 624 inches 
square, by cutting off their corners. 
Cut the design in paper first. 

If wood screws are used, they 
must not be close to cord. Put them 
through the under side of the upper 
part of the base into corners of the 
larger part of the stem. Screw in. 
then remove them, glue the base and 
stem together, replace the screws and 
tighten them.) 

How to Assemble Lamp 
1. Thread the lamp cord through 

the base and through the stem. 
2. Glue stem and base together. 

Two flat-headed wood screws 
through the base into the stem will 
strengthen the joint. 

3. Thread the cord through the 
pipe nipple. Srew nipple into hole at 
top of stem so that about 3/16 inch 
of it extends above the stem. To do 
this more easily, attach the socket to 
the nipple temporarily; grasp the 
socket to turn the nipple. 

4. To insure a solid union, remove 
nipple, add glue and replace nipple. 

5. Screw socket base into the nip¬ 
ple, attach cord to socket connectors 
and assemble socket. 

6. Attach outlet plug to end of 
cord. 

7. Screw the shade holder onto the 

socket. Fit diffusing bowl onto shade 
holder. Then turn screws to hold it 
firmly in place. Insert bulb and place 
the shade on the completed lamp. 

GRAIN ELEVATOR SAVES 
EXTRA FARM DOLLARS 

By IRA MILLER 
Farm Electrification Bureau 

Far removed from the grime and 
noise of big city factories, an ever 
increasing number of farmers with 
electrical service are, to some extent 
putting grain handling operations on 
almost a production line basis. 

Elevators, blowers and bins, con¬ 
nected by chutes or conveyors to 
corn shellers, grinders and mixers— 
and often to feed lots as well—save 
labor and put extra farm dollars in 
the bank. As Dr. J. B. Davidson, 
agricultural authority, said: ‘‘The 
only conditions under which the han¬ 
dling of grain by hand can be justi¬ 
fied is when the quantity moved is so 
small as not to justify the overhead 
expense of machinery . . . elevating 
machinery will increase the labor of 
one man two to ten times.” 

Handling grain ‘‘the electric motor 
way” isn’t the exclusive property of 
the big farmers; the small operator 
can do it too. 

When a farmer has an electrical¬ 
ly-equipped, drive-in, crib-granary, 
grain handling can be practically 
automatic. The front end of the wag¬ 
on or truck is hoisted off the floor 
and grain slides into a floor dump 
to be elevated into overhead bins or 
side cribs. Small grain flows from 
bins to the grinder to be blown or 
re-elevated into bins over the mixer. 
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Ear com can be dropped or carried 
by floor conveyor to a grinder or 
sheller; shelled corn can be returned 
to overhead bins for later use. 

The farmer who doesn’t have a 
crib-granary can get virtually the 
same automatic results with an elec¬ 
trically-powered portable elevator 
and overhead bins connected by 
chutes to grinding, shelling or mixing 
equipment, or wagons to be hauled 
to centrally-located granary equip¬ 
ment. One Ohio farmer, who didn’t 
feel he could afford a crib-granary, 
used less than one kilowatt hour of 
electricity, costing only a few pen¬ 
nies to raise 200 bushels of corn into 
the loft of an old building with a 
portable elevator equipped with a 
one-third horsepower motor. 

Motors, ranging in size from J4 to 
5 horsepower, are used to operate 
crib-granary stationary elevators and 
wagon hoists, with the size of the 
motor depending on the amount of 
grain to be elevated and the speed 
required. Most farm authorities, 
however, recommend motors of 1 or, 
pereferably, 2 horsepower for this 
operation. 

And—speaking of the money and 
time saved elevating grain electrical¬ 
ly t An Iowa farmer says he saves 
$370 per season in direct labor costs 
with his elevator. Another farmer 

(Wm. L. Roper, Agricultural Engineer 
Baraboo, Wisconsin). 

A growing interest among farmers 
in milk house construction is evident. 
Many are looking ahead to the future 
when they can reasonably expect 
much more rigid inspection of dairy 
products and are now taking steps to 
have their farm buildings in readiness. 

Careful planning and good work¬ 
manship are necessary if a satisfactory 
building is to be obtained. Some of 
the items to be considered before 
building are: 

1. Location—The ideal location is 
on the clean side of the bam, away 
from the cowyard yet next to the barn 
where it can be reached directly from 
the dairy unit. There should never 
be a door opening directly from the 
bam into the milk house. The illus¬ 
tration shows a desirable arrangement 
which provides shelter yet permits 
free circulation of air around the milk 
house door. 

2. Size.—A 10’xl2’ building is the 
minimum size to accommodate neces¬ 
sary equipment and space for cooling 
and storing the milk and the washing 
and storing of utensils. Standard plans 
call for glass equal to 10 per cent of 
the floor area and a ventilator duct 
not less than 10x10 inches inside. 
Doors and windows should be provid¬ 
ed with screens and storm sash. 

3. Construction—The house should 
be warmly built because it will be 
used every day of the year. Many 
prefer masonry construction, especial¬ 
ly now with the lumber scarcity. It 
should be remembered that dense ma¬ 
sonry building materials should be 
furred and insulated to prevent a cold 
damp building. A very satisfactory 
and inexpensive construction is ob¬ 
tained by using a light-weight con¬ 
crete block, with the openings filled 
with granular insulation. This type 
of construction is warm, durable, fire- 
safe, and is easily kept sanitary. 

Quality concrete is an important 
part of the construction. Always use 
clean hard aggregate in a properly 
proportioned mix with mixing water 
clean enough to drink and portland 
cement that is free of lumps. A mix 
of 1 part portland cement, 224 parts 
sand, and 3 parts gravel is recom¬ 
mended for most farm work. It’s good 
business to measure the water too, al¬ 
lowing about 5 gallons of mixing wa- 
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ter per sack of cement (not more than 
% as much water by volume as 
cement used). 

Adequate footings and foundations 
to firm soil and below frost are ex¬ 
tremely important regardless of what 
building material is used above grade. 

4. Cooling Tank—A milk cooling 
tank made of concrete is very satisfac¬ 
tory, as it is durable and easily clean¬ 
ed, but it must be insulated and equip¬ 
ped with a tightly fitted insulated cov¬ 
er if it is to do a good job of cooling. 
A portion of the tank should extend be¬ 
low the milk house floor with the top 

116—18 inches above the floor. Tanks 
should be built Independent of the 
milk house foundation and floor. 
Water piped to the cooling tank 
should be direct from the welfand not 
from a storage tank or cistern. 

5. Waste Disposal—This does not 
require an elaborate system but is 
very important from the sanitation 
standpoint. Requirements are a floor 
drain connected to a grease trap just 
outside the milk house and some meth¬ 
od of disposing of the wastes from the 
grease trap such as a dry well( dis¬ 
posal field, or possibly an open drain. 
Precaution should be taken to avoid 
the pollution of any water supply. 

Plans for milk houses and concrete 
milk cooling tanks are available for 
the asking at the County Agent’s of¬ 
fice. It s easier to build correctly in 
the first place than make costly altera¬ 
tions later on. Good milk houses, 
properly planned and constructed con¬ 
tribute greatly to food production. It 
is important to save milk. Milk house* 
aid in doing this job with a minimum 
of labor so scarce today on farms, 
and at the same time they are a 
permanent need on every dairy farm 
and will be essential in the highly 
competitive postwar marketing of 
dairy products. 

states that hi* stationary crib-gran- 
ary elevator enables one man to un¬ 
load 40 loads of corn per day or a 
load of grain in from two to three 
minutes. This latter elevator is 
equipped with a 3 horsepower motor. 

Rural Canada Launches 
Huge Electrical Project 

A $63,000,000, five-year rural elec¬ 
trification project will be launched by 
the Ontario Hydro-Electric Power 
Commission as soon as materials are 
available. The program calls for con¬ 
struction of 7,330 miles of additional 
rural lines to serve 58,000 customers. 
Rural consumers are expected to spend 
$41,000,000 for the installation of wir¬ 
ing and in purchase of electrical ap¬ 
pliances. 

New Leader 
Virgil B. Shaw has been elected 

president of Texas Power Reserve, 
the Texas state-wide REA coopera¬ 
tive organization. 
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Along the Line 
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❖ Marcella at the meeting should serve 
I to explain why we didn’t feel too dis- 
I consolate when left "stranded” in the 
{ office at Breezel 

WITH DAVE MUELLER 

With the camera acting up as it 
did after that meeting in Breeze we 
were a little doubtful of results when 
we stopped in Divernon to see Man¬ 
ager Ben Snively and his busy staff. 
We tried a couple of "experimentar 
shots to make sure the flashbulb at¬ 
tachment would work, then proceeded 
to take the pictures on our schedule. 

Maybe you’ve guessed; That’s 
right, only the experimental shots 
turned out at all. One was this com¬ 
pletely unposed one of Manager 
Snively who had just looked up from 
signing a letter when the camera 
caught him. 

Our visit to Steelville to call on 
the Egyptian Electric co-op was a 
pleasant one and after a day chasing 
around the project with Raymond S. 
Holt, newly appointed manager from 
Mississippi County, Arkansas, we 
were sorta homesick for the old Mid- 
Southern state where we once spent 
a year as managing editor of a news¬ 
paper. 

Not so much his drawl as his fig¬ 
ures of speech characterize Raymond 
as a native of the "Pine Knot State” 
below Messrs. Mason 6 Dixon’s line. 

Out along the right-of-way where 
new lines are being constructed by 
the co-op crew, we took a picture of 
Norman "Shorty” Thies working at 
the top of a pole while Herman Mid- 
dendorf and James "Mitch” Mitchell, 
his groundmen, kept busy at the base 
of the pole. 

We’d been with Manager Holt 
nearly all day, quietly enjoying his 
southern phrases. 

"What’s that DUDE doing up 
there?” we asked Raymond without 
batting an eye. 

‘‘He’s taking the slack out of the 
line,” he answered without so much 
as batting his own! 

This is that "DUDE,” a friendly 
Arkansas term for almost anybody or 
anything, taking the slack out of that 
line! 

One of the most pleasant inter¬ 
views it has been our pleasure to 
"cover” in the way of a newspaper 
assignment, was with Mrs. Louisa J. 
Kennedy, grandmother of "Ace” 
Barnes, manager of M.J.M. co-op at 
Carlinville. In a story in this issue 
we’ve told a great deal about Mis. 
Kennedy but a factual account of her 
interesting life and memories of Illi¬ 
nois in Abraham Lincoln's time, can 
hardly do justice to the charm of this 
sprightly woman of 100 years whose 
lively sense of humor and gracious 
hospitality we enjoyed for several 
hours in her Atlanta home. 

There are so many interesting 
chapters in Mrs. Kennedy’s long and 
full life it would be impossible to 
crowd even a fraction of her experi¬ 
ences into an entire issue of the Illi¬ 
nois REA News, but there were sev¬ 
eral highlights we couldn’t find room 
for in the story about her that we 
want to tuck in here, 

Mrs. Kennedy has had the unique 
experience of living in a house while 
it was moving! Years ago, it seems, 
the Chicago & Alton railroad pre¬ 
pared to cut a hill near Lawndale and 
the Kennedy home stood directly in 
the path of the proposed right-of- 
way. After considerable argument 
over the price they demanded and a 
week of attending court sessions in 
Lincoln when condemnation proceed¬ 
ings were finally brought by the rail¬ 
road, the case was settled and the 
Kennedys were given a cash settle¬ 
ment and the right to take their house 
With them when they moved. 

Atlanta was very crowded at the 
time but three lots were finally pur¬ 
chased and the Kennedy house was 
moved to its present site with Mrs. 
Kennedy cheerily occupying it all the 
time it was being dragged along on 
rollers to its new foundation. 

A few years after they were set¬ 
tled In their new location the Ken¬ 
nedys drilled a well in search of 
water and instead of finding it, they 
struck an inexhaustible supply of 
natural gas which they promptly 
piped into their house, where until a 
few years ago (when electricity was 
brought in), it served for lighting, 
cooking and heating without costl 
When she discontinued using her 
gas lights in 1940 Mrs. Kennedy had 
the well capped, but it is still there 
ready to supply her needs if she 
wants it again. 

We think the dear lady by far got 
the best of the railroad! 

★ * * 

In telling the story of Mrs. Ken¬ 
nedy we took care to print an extra 
large picture of her holding the "Lin¬ 
coln Quilt” so that the women who 
read the Illinois REA News can, if 
they wish, trace the design Abraham 
Lincoln drew for Mrs. Kennedy’s 
grandmother to use in making the 
quilt. 

- We sincerely hope that if any of 
our REA members do decide to copy 
the "Lincoln Quilt” pattern, they will 
write a note to Mrs. Kennedy to tell 
her so. When hundreds of letters 
poured in after the quilt was first 
publicized several years ago, she was 

unable to answer and send the pat¬ 
tern but she was so willing to share 
it and hoped that others would, 
somehow, have a chance to make a 
quilt from the pattern the Great 
Emancipator sketched as a young 
surveyor in Illinois during the early 
part of the last century. 

* * * 

Soon after leaving Atlanta we had 
occasion to attend the annual meeting 
of Clinton County co-op where we 
found an excellent crowd gathered in 
the school gymnasium at Breeze. Af¬ 
ter taking a number of pictures, we 
finally turned the camera on Manager 
Joe Heiman as he made his report to 
the members. 

Now we have never held much 
with the corny jokes about "breaking 
the camera” in taking somebody’s pic¬ 
ture, but strangely enough, from the 
time that likeness of Joe was recorded 
on film, the camera began to act up 
and misbehave, and from that day 
on, it refused to work about half the 
time! 

Co-op managers frequently lament 
that the troubles of maintaining ser¬ 
vice on an electric power system are 
almost more than a man can stand 
sometimes, what with storms and 
high wind playing havoc with the 
lines, poles and hardware, from time 
to time. 

But if finding worthless nearly half 
the photographs for an Issue of a 
publication isn’t enough to make the 
troubles of a co-op manager seem 
trivial, then you’ve never tried to 
fill up a few dozen columns of blank 
paper without all the material you 
planned on! 

Aside from the fact that the camera 
was packed off to St. Louis for re¬ 
pair after our visit to Breeze, we have 
nothing but praise for the delightful 
hospitality of the girls in that co-op 
office who took us in tow when the 
"gang” from the meeting stopped to 
socialize afterwards. 

Returning to the office when the 
meeting was over, we waited around, 
(slightly embarrassed by the fact that 
we might be keeping the office staff 
waiting overtime for us to make up 
our mind to leave) thinking that Joe 
and his group would stop by before 
checking out for the day. 

When we were assured that it was 
rather hopeless to wait longer for Joe, 
we simply teamed up with Lucille M. 
Krebs, Marcella Poelker and Grace 
Niemeyer and socialized with them 
for an hour or so, and we had a 
grand time. 

Joe took occasion in Chicago at the 
Regional meeting to rag us about 
running off with the women in his 
office, but he forgot that a news¬ 
paperman usually has the last word! 

Lucille Krebs didn’t get within 
range of the camera before it w?ent 
ker-bust, but this shot of Grace and 

NEWS FROM 
Rural Electric 

Divernon, 111. 

B. F. SNIVELY, Mgr. 

Since publishing last month’s news, 
your President, Mr. Fred Harms and 
Vice-President, Mrs. George Simon, 
and manager attended the NRECA 
conference in Chicago for two days 
which was about the two-way radio 
communications and demonstrations 
which when put into operation will 
help very definitely to shorten the 
outages during storm periods for the 
reason that the boys will be able to 
talk from office to truck and from 
truck to truck instead of making the 
long drives to the different central 
offices as they have to do at the pres¬ 
ent time to get communication to 
know what lines have been cleared 
and what lines* are still out. There 
are some very good communication 
systems being worked on at the pres¬ 
ent time but it will be the same as 
a great many other things, it will 
take some time before it will be 
workable. 

In regard to household appliances, 
it will be sometime before we will get 
any substantial number or amount of 
these things. We have been promised 
a few radio sets to arrive this month. 
At this time, we do not know what 
kind or the price. We were also 
promised a refrigerator, stove, and 
washing machine, so we do expect to 
get a limited amount of appliances 
by the first of the year and we hope 
we will be able to get more than we 
expect at this time. If there are any 
of you people that want Westing- 
house equipment, it might be advis¬ 
able for you to send in your order so 
that we can put it on our list and 
notify you as soon as we are able to 
get it for you. 

* * • 

We expect to have Mr. Manford 
White, your former bookkeeper, with 
us again the first of the month. He 
will be glad to see any of his old 
friends at any time you can call at 
this office. Mr. White has just com¬ 
pleted two years in the armed forces 
and has just been honorably dis¬ 
charged and we certainly welcome 
him back with us. 

* * * 

We hope to have an electrification 
advisor to discuss your wiring prob¬ 
lems, utilization and your appliances 
with you soon after the first of De¬ 
cember or about the first of the year. 

* * • 

We are still continuing to do a 
small amount of construction which 
our limited maintenance crew will 
allow. We have just received a no¬ 
tice from the REA in St. Louis of 
approval for $185,000 to build exten¬ 
sions to the existing system. This 
i» something that we are more than 
happy to receive for the reason that 
we have been working very hard to 
get the mapping and all of the nec¬ 
essary information including member¬ 
ships and right of ways to REA so 
that we could receive the alloted 
amount of money for extension ser¬ 
vices. They also informed us that 
they would be getting the contract 
forms ready for the letting of the 
contract at the. earliest possible date 
and believe us folks, it can’t be too 
soon. We are now working on an¬ 
other allocation for $100,000 to 
build approximately 75 more miles of 
line with about 230 more members 
to be connected. 

* * * 

We have some very good informa¬ 
tion from the Lincoln electrie welder 
made by the Lincoln Electric Com¬ 
pany of Cleveland, Ohio. If you are 
Interested In farm welders, I would 
advise that you write us or come in 
and see us in regard to this REA ap¬ 
proved type of welder. As I under¬ 
stand, at this time the approved type 
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of welder can be put into pperatioS 
oa your REA lines without the $$[ 
excess minimum charge that was eft 
tablished by REA some time ago, $0, 

if you will please come in and dift 
cuss this with us, we will be ver^ 
glad to go into details and try t<j 
answer any questions you may havi 
In regard to electric welders and 
welding on thjs particular type 
line. 

♦ # * 

Miss Burnoski, our cashier, ha} 
been going around the last day of 
two with a happy smile and when w4 
asked her what it was all about, shf 
said we didn’t have one single deling 
quent account. Well, folks, that 1* 
something to smile about. Let’s keep 
it that way. It takes time and money, 
to collect those bills and find out£ 
what the difficulty is. Thanks a lot 
folks for being prompt on this be¬ 
cause we appreciate it. 

★ ★ * 
Mr. Ben Hughes of the Auditing 

Division of REA has just left for 
Greenville after being with us the 
past week and one-half. 

* * * 

Mr. Kirkpatrick, Assistant Chief of 
the House Wiring Division, Region® 
5, REA, with Mr. E. R. Brown, Ap¬ 
plications and Loans Division, held a 
meeting Tuesday evening, November 
20 in the office of the Cooperative to 
familiarize the wiremen that are wir* 
ing on this project with the new specie 
fications for house wiring. The meet¬ 
ing was very successful with the foL 
lowing wiremen attending: A. T« 
Ford, 2121 Clear Lake Avenue, 
Springfield; K. D. Henford, 399 West® 
Elm St., Waverly; Martin Gerdanc, 
Auburn, R. R. No. 2; Edward T< 
Towne, Pawnee, R. R. No. 2; Georg* 
W. Thompson, 1202 Spaulding Ave¬ 
nue, Jacksonville; Charles E. Roberts, 
New Berlin, R. R. No. 2; Carl Mann, 
Harvel; Robert Ferreira, Rochesteri 
Ray Shoup, Pawnee; Isaac E. Smith, 
Virden; Albert Jayne, Thayer; A. F, 
Prange, Litchfield; Kenneth Path, 
Litchfield; Keith Path, Litchfield; W«® 
P. Balsley, Morrisonville; Fred Nat< 
erman, Morrisonville; Jesse Vancil,; 
Morrisonville; Geo. S. Sloman, See* 
retary-Treasurer, Pawnee; Ralph Slo* 
man, Pawnee; B. F. Snively, Mana* 
ger; Russell Bayne, Bookkeeper; and 
Harold Weller, Engineer. 

October Operating Report 
Members Billed  2,054 
Minimum Bills  534 
Kilowatts Sold  265,342® 

“An atomic bomb in the field of 
co-op law” is what a recent decision 
by the United States District Court 
for Western Tennessee in a federal® 
income tax case involving the Pick* 
wick Electric Membership Corpora* 
tion, Tennessee REA co-op, is called. 

In reviewing the case for the gen* 
eral counsel of the Rural Electrifica* 
tion Administration, Eugene L. Hen* 
sel, prominent cooperative attorney of 
Columbus, Ohio, pointed out that on* 
of the conclusions of the court, which 
rendered no opinion, was that th* 
Pickwick cooperative was “a civic® 
league, or organization, not organ* 
ized for profit, but operated exclu* 
sively for the promotion of social 
welfare and exempt from taxatioit 
under section 101 of the Internal 
Revenue Code.” 

This erroneous conclusion was un¬ 
doubtedly arrived at following Chap¬ 
ter 176 of the Public Acts of 1939 of 
Tennessee, which provides that elec* 
trie cooperatives organized under its® 
provisions shall be deemed public wel* 
fare corporations, according to Hen* 
sel. However, it has been an almost 
absolute rule heretofore that federal 
tax laws shall be the sole rule used 
to measure tax liability. 

RULING IN TENNESSEE 
CASE CALLED ATOMIC 

BOMB IN CO-OP LAW 

LARAMORE and DOUGLASS, Inc. 
ENGINEERS 

Power Plant* Distribution and Transmission Lines 

SYSTEM STUDY SURVEYS 
817 South LaSalle Street. Chicago 4, Illinois 

REA FIELD OFFICE—154 North Market Street, Paxton, Illinoie 
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Iowa, Wisconsin Join Illinois 
In Protest of REA Move 

(From Page One) 
National Association of Electric Com¬ 
panies, was aired before the annual 

■WNRECA Region Five Conference held 
in Chicago on November 7. Attend¬ 
ing the conference were representa¬ 
tives from 50 REA cooperatives of 
Illinois, Iowa, and Wisconsin, with 
NRECA President E. J. Stoneman 
presiding as committeeman from the 
region. President Stoneman and Ex¬ 
ecutive Secretary Clyde T. Ellis gave 
a resume of the fight waged thus far 

^ and told of a step gained by REA 
^cooperatives when the National office 

succeeded in obtaining opportunity to 
testify for the committee in behalf of 
the REA program during the week of 
October 29. 

The lobby has concentrated its at¬ 
tack against cooperative generation 
and transmission and is seeking legis¬ 
lation which will prohibit the use of 
any REA loan funds for building or 

^ acquiring generating or transmission 
^facilities in the future. Mr. Stoneman 

and Mr. Ellis were questioned at 
length by the committee, and they 
called for a united front from the co¬ 
operatives in opposing the utility-in¬ 
spired legislation through their sena¬ 
tors and congressmen. 

Ellis Given Warm Greeting 
Clyde T. Ellis, recently discharged 

from service in the U. S. Navy, was 
£ warmly greeted by the conference 

delegates upon his return to the staff 
of the national office as executive sec¬ 
retary. In his address to the confer¬ 
ence he asked for a tolerant under¬ 
standing of the problems which have 
confronted the National office", since wreck the REA Pro9ram throu3h le9 

Secretary * Treasurer Avery C. 
Moore, in replying to the first two of 
the three specific grievances, stated 
that the proposal to move REA head¬ 
quarters back to Washington came as 
an executive order and that the REA 
cooperatives of the country learned 
of this order as soon as the National, 
or even REA in St. Louis, was ad¬ 
vised of the action. With respect to 
legislation Mr. Moore advised that of 
all the bills introduced in Congress, 
effecting REA, only a few get into 
committee hearings and that time and 
expense of reporting on these bills, 
before they reach the danger point, 
would be prohibitive to the National 
office. 

In reply to the third criticism, Mr. 
Ellis, with Stoneman and Moore, rec¬ 
ognized that mistakes had been made 
by the National during its early his¬ 
tory but in the progress of develop¬ 
ment a closer relationship between 
NRECA and its member cooperatives, 
through contact and reorganization, 
resulted in an expanded understand¬ 
ing to the elimination of those mis¬ 
takes. The three representatives from 
the National office welcomed the 
statements from Mr. Grau and called 
for further expression from the con¬ 
ference floor. 

Edmunds Calls for Unity 
Harry Edmunds, Committeeman 

from Region Six, highlighted the af¬ 
ternoon session with a talk that called 
for cooperative understanding and 
action. He charged into the tactics 
employed by private utilities to 

its establishment in Washington, and 
the mounting volume of work required 
from a limited staff. Criticism, he 
stated, is healthy to the advancement 

A of the National organization, but is 
more beneficial when accompanied by 
constructive comment. He asked for 
suggestions from REA cooperatives 
across the country, to the end that J the conference wTith a 

j islation that would limit and confine 
loan funds to distribution, and in the 
same tone he deplored the tactics of 
those within cooperative ranks to de¬ 
ploy a united strength and effort away 
from the ground gained thus far. 

Stoneman Organizes Meeting 
Committeman E. J. Stoneman open- 

talk that 
the Washington office better serve the 
needs of its members. 

Iowa Grievances Aired 
O. J. Grau, President of the Iowa 

state-wide association, brought before 
the conference a courteous criticism of 

£ the National office, pointing out in 
particular the failure of the Washing¬ 
ton office to advise REA cooperatives 
onlthe proposal to move REA head¬ 
quarters from St. Louis to Washing- 

'ton; and its failure to poll REA co¬ 
operatives on legislative bills intro¬ 
duced in Congress. Mr. Grau, in be¬ 
half of the member cooperatives of 
Iowa, criticized the National office for 
Its action on matters concerning REA 
without counselling with its member 
cooperatives. 

Reed, Illinois; and Vern Howard, 
Wisconsin, were named on the reso¬ 
lutions committee. 

Nicholson Death Announced 
Assistant Administrator Carl Ham¬ 

ilton was required to perform an un¬ 
pleasant duty as a precede to his 
scheduled talk in announcing the sud¬ 
den death of Deputy Administrator 
Vincent D. Nicholson, in St. Louis 
that morning. Word of the death was 
phoned to the conference room by 
Deputy William J. Neal, in the ab¬ 
sence of Administrator Wickard. In 
reverent respect to the life-long fight 
he waged for cooperative enterprise 
and for his many contributions to the 
REA program the delegation stood in 
silence for one minute. 

Mr. Hamilton spoke briefly on the 
pole situation faced by REA. He an¬ 
nounced that action had been taken 
to give some relief to the critical 
shortage of poles, but he stated that 
the studies of REA indicated that the 
program would be a million poles 
short each year for the next three 
years to meet the requirements of 
planned expansion. He also added 
emphasis to previous statements with 
regard to the fight against REA loan 
funds. The nearly $300,000,000 loan 
fund made available for the fiscal 1945 
year, claimed by the utilities to be suf¬ 
ficient for the complete job of rural 
electrification, will be entirely ex¬ 
hausted in 21 states by January 1 of 
this year. He added that Region Five 
would be the first to feel the effects of 
the exhausted loan fund. 

Directors, Committeeman Elected 
Directors to the board of NRECA, 

out of previously held state caucus 
were presented to the conference for 
election and without opposition the 
following were re-elected. Wayne 
Welsh, Illinois; Ben Jaspers, Iowa; 
and E. J. Stoneman, Wisconsin. With 
Committeeman Harry Edmunds in 
charge of balloting the election 
of committeeman, to represent Re¬ 
gion Five on the NRECA ex¬ 
ecutive committee, followed with 
only member cooperatives eligible ac¬ 
cording to provisions of the by-laws. 
A majority vote was required on the 
first ballot, with E. J. Stoneman re¬ 
ceiving 27 votes, Ben Jaspers 21 and 
Wayne Welsh 2, with Stoneman re¬ 
elected by a majority of 4 votes. 

I The adoption of resolutions, ap- 

Regional Resolutions 
RESOLUTION NO. 1 

WHEREAS, the establishment of 
the Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion at St. Louis, Missouri, was a 
wise and economical determination on 
the part of the Government, and, 

WHEREAS, approximately seven¬ 
ty per centum of the rural electric 
Cooperatives are located within a 
radius of 450 miles of St. Louis, and 
within easy access by the Managers 
and Officers of the Cooperatives, thus 
making St. Lords the central loca¬ 
tion for the Cooperatives all over 
the nation, and 

WHEREAS, in the near future 
great extensions of rural electric lines 
will be built in the areas of which 
St. Louis, Missouri, is the natural 
center, due to the post-war area 
coverage program as planned by the 
Rural Electrification Administration 
and all Cooperatives under it, 

WHEREAS, the proper manage 

insist that the REA office remain ia 
St. Louis, Missouri. i 

RESOLUTION NO. 2 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Rural 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois, 
Iowa and Wisconsin, in regional 
meeting at Chicago November 7, 
1945, that we urge the Congress to 
enact into law the Poage Bill, HR 
1742, at once, and that it be amend¬ 
ed to permit the co-ops to borrow 
from the Reconstruction Finance Cor¬ 
poration through the Rural Electrifi¬ 
cation Administration at least $250,- 
000,000 a year for three years and 
that a proportionate amount be made 
available, in addition to funds now 
at REA’s disposal, for the period 
January 1 to June 30, 1946. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 
that copies of this resolution be sent 
to our Senators and Congressmen 
from Illinois, Iowa ■ and Wisconsin 

ment of the rural electric cooperatives , ^d that we write them individually 
demands that the Managers and Of- orgiog action. 
ficers and Engineers of the individual 
cooperatives visit the main offices of 
the Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion on many occasions to discuss the 
many problems which arise in such 

RESOLUTION NO. 3 
BE IT RESOLVED by the rural 

electric cooperatives of Illinois, Iowa 
and Wisconsin in meeting assembled 

management, and the establishment of j at Chicago, Illinois, this seventh day 
the main offices of REA at St. Louis of November, 1945, that we, having 
has saved the cooperatives much ; just learned of the untimely death 
time in travel and expense, and the | of our able and beloved friend and 
removal of the REA to Washington j fellow worker in the cause of rural 
would entail enormous travel and j electrification, the Honorable Vincent 
time and expense, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RE¬ 
SOLVED by the members of Region 
Five (5) of the National Rural Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Association that we 
do not approve of the proposal to 
move the main office of REA to the 

D, Nicholson, General Counsel of 
REA, express our profound regrets 
and extend our deepest sympathies to 
his family. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 
that a copy of this resolution be 
spread upon our minutes and sent to 

District of Columbia and earnestly j his family and to REA. 

NEAL WARNS- 

traced the activity of NRECA during 
the past year, and the problems which 
face the cooperative front in the 
months ahead. He called for open 
expression from the attending delega¬ 
tions and asked for recognition of the ! Pearin9 in an adioinin9 column; and 
fact that the meeting was held for ; the selection of Dubuque for the next 
the purpose of obtaining from Region 
Five cooperatives their suggestions 
and counsel to the betterment of their 
national organization. 

His appointments to two commit¬ 
tees followed, with John Cousins, 
Iowa; Wayne Welsh, Illinois; and 
Andrew Hetland, Wisconsin, compris¬ 
ing the credentials committee. R. D. 
Palmer of Marion, Iowa, was elected 
secretary of the conference. 

Warner Russell, Iowa; Everett 

annual conference (Davenport second 
choice) brought the vote for adjourn¬ 
ment. 

Oven Hinges 

Don’t overload oven hinges. Since 
the operation of your oven depends 
upon a tight fitting oven door, you 
must handle the door with reasonable 
care. The precisely balanced hinges 
can hold plates and light platters for 
serving, but not heavy kettles. 

THE NRECA REGIONAL CONFERENCE in Chicago brought representatives from fifty REA coopera¬ 
tives of Illinois, Iowa and Wisconsin into a session that was termed as the most resultful in the two previous 
annual meetings held in connection with the National association. Pictures from the Chicago conference show 

0^(1) Assistant Administrator Carl Hamilton discussing topics of current concern; (2) Region Five's Committee¬ 
man 3. J. Stoneman presiding over the session; (3) Executive Secretary Clyde T. Ellis in reply to constructive 
criticism of the National, with conference secretary R. D. Palmer (Iowa) appearing in the same panel; and (4) 
Secretary-Treasurer Avery C. Moore and Region Six Director Harry Edmunds (Minnesota) conducting the 
election of NRECA committeeman from the region. 

(From Page Ten) 
to bulid new lines to all other sec¬ 
tions in the cooperative which 
we have mapped for service.’* 
Heiman said, “This is area cover¬ 
age, based on the idea that every 
farmer and home owner is en¬ 
titled to electricity from a central 
station source, regardless of 
where he is located. 
“The fact that a member may live 

on a back road, away from his neigh¬ 
bors, does not exclude him from the 
plans of the co-op to reach him with 
service as soon as possible. 

Toward Area Coverage 
* We wish we could build all our 

lines at once, but of course, we can’t 
do that although we are already into 
our new construction program and 
have completed 35 miles since Sep¬ 
tember 30, 1944, connecting 134 mem¬ 
bers. 

“We will construct lines to any 
farmer or group of farmers who will 
guarantee revenue to meet our re¬ 
quirements. Some of the members who 
have joined recently will have to wait 
awhile longer for service. Your di¬ 
rectors don’t like this delay any bet¬ 
ter than those who are waiting for 
electricity but materials are still hard 
to get and it is necessary to be 
patient.” 

Manager Heiman urged his listen¬ 
ers to tell their neighbors who had 
not yet joined the cooperative, to do 
so at the earliest possible time to 
permit their farmsteads to be included 
in the original planning for extending 
lines and constructing new ones. If 
the co-op has the application and 
membership deposit of those wanting 
service, it can go ahead with its pro¬ 
gram much faster, benefitting every¬ 
one accordingly, he explained. 

President’s Remarks 
In concluding the official business 

meeting over which he had presided, 
President Vincent Albers discussed 
briefly with the members the im¬ 
portance of keeping brush and hedge 
out from beneath the co-op distribu¬ 
tion lines and asked them to assume 
their full share of responsibility as 
members in aiding their cooperative 
to provide uninterrupted service. 

Outages which occur because of 

branches and hedge whipping against 
the lines are costly and unnecessary. 
President Albers pointed out, and 
each member should make it part of 
his regular farm work to keep the 
lines free of such possible hazards. 
The maintenance and repair of the 
transmission lines fully occupied the 
time of the line crew and often re¬ 
quired the crew members to be out in 
heavy weather for long hours when 
trouble developed, so that to invite 
more trouble through neglect of brush 
beneath the lines merely placed too 
great a burden on the facilities of the 
co-op and created many dollars of 
needless expense, he emphasized. 

With the closing of the business 
session of the meeting, the members 
were awarded prizes and entertained 
by professional musicians and come¬ 
dians from a St. Louis radio station 
before refreshments were served. 
Each member was given a 100-watt 
electric light bulb as he left the 
meeting. 

THIS n THAT 
MOOT OOTEt CO-OPS 

Ohio Co-op Owns Radio Station 
Ohio Farm Bureau Cooperative As¬ 

sociation recently authorized acquisi¬ 
tion of a radio station, according to 
Murray D. Lincoln, president of the 
Cooperative League of USA and 
executive secretary of the Ohio Farm 
Bureau Federation. 
Insurance Co-ops Train Veterans 

Cooperative Insurance Mutual and 
Cooperators Life Mutual have ob¬ 
tained official approval from the 
Wisconsin Industrial Commission and 
the Veterans’ Administration for a 
training program for general insur¬ 
ance underwriters. Under the pro¬ 
gram, veterans may start their insur¬ 
ance career—studying and attaining 
practical experience. The co-op in¬ 
surance program calls for a two-year 
training period during which time the 
veteran receives on-the-job training 
benefits set up by Congress in addi¬ 
tion to a wage by the company. 

An advantage of mowing pasture* 
in summer is the control of weeds. 
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CO-OP DOING ITS OWN CONSTRUCTION 
TO A VOID EXCESSIVEL Y HIGH CHARGES 

Egyptian Project 
Anticipates Cost 
of $350 a Mile 

THIS IS THE "GANG” that does the job of putting up new lines on 
the Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association project at Steelville where 
172 miles of new construction is in full swing. Left to right, standing: Miles 
Blair, Cecil Pittman, R. B. Huddleston, William Whiteside, William Rubach, 
William Muench, James Kilgrove, Adelbert Knope, W. O. Meiniger, Leon- 

EGYPTIAN CO-OP’S NEW MANAGER 

MAKING THINGS HUM at the Steelville co-op is Raymond S. Holt, 
manager, who assumed his new duties at the Egyptian cooperative associa¬ 
tion office some 90 days ago. Formerly with a power company in Arkansas, 
Manager Holt is supervising the work of constructing new lines for his co¬ 
op rather than having a contractor do it at excessively high prices. 
CO-OP DOING ITS OWN 

When contractors talked about 
$1200 and $1300 per mile to construct 
power lines for the Egyptian Electric 
cooperative at Steelville, the board 
of directors and Manager Raymond 
S. Holt decided that the only way 
to get the job done at a fair price 
was to have the co-op build its own 
lines—and that’s what is being done. 

Coming onto the job last summer, 
Manager Holt brought with him from 
his previous job in Arkansas, the 
"know-how” of construction acquired 
in 14 years of work for the Missouri- 
Arkansas Power Company. A native 
of Mississippi County in the state 
widely heralded as the home of Bob 
Burns’ bazooka. Holt attended and 
graduated from the schools at Para- 
gould before entering the power busi¬ 
ness. 

Under his able management, the 
Steelville co-op has launched into- the 
construction of 172 miles of new line 
to include 402 connections. Actual 
work got under way in August, just 
a month after Holt arrived, and some 
30 miles of new line was energized 
the middle of November bringing the 
benefits of electric service to 15 homes 
in amestown and to 40 farmsteads 
in Jamestown and to 40 farmsteads 
struction is a B-project. 

Adds New Equipment 
To understake the job of new con- 

struction. Manager Holt and the 
board of directors have not hesitated 
to buy whatever wTas considered es¬ 
sential to efficient operation. First 
on the list of needed equipment was 
a new truck and the co-op purchased 
a ton-and-a-half Chevrolet through 
the office of J. Warner Pyles, cooper¬ 
ative division of the surplus property 
board. A four-wheel drive, the new 
truck has proved itself more than a 
match for the tasks assigned it and 
can get in and out of tough spots 
that would be folly to attempt with a 
standard type truck. 

In regular travel, the new truck 
performs exactly like a regulation 
model but a separate gear lever will 
engage the front transmission to syn- 
chonize the power of the front wheels 
with the, rear ones, thus more than 
doubling the trucks capacity to pull 
or push a load, or to get itself out of 
mud or up and down steep inclines. 

A new two-wheel trailer, 30 feet 
long, also was acquired by the co-op, 
making possible the hauling of twenty 
poles at a time. When larger tires 
are available and the trailer can be 
equipped with them, cost of taking a 
pole from the yard to the job will be 
reduced from a previous $1.50 to be¬ 
tween 60 and 70 cents. Holt predicts. 

A second Chevrolet ton-and-a-half 
utility with an "A” frame has been 
added to handle part of the construc¬ 
tion program and for general main’ 
tenance and repair work. 

Increased Shop Work 
Another step toward making the 

co-op self-sufficient has been the in¬ 
crease in work done in its own shop. 
New electric and acetylene welding 
outfits and a new compressor and 
spray attachment have been acquired 
to permit the crew to make many 
types of repairs and to build numer¬ 
ous useful items. 

An all-steel body for the new main¬ 
tenance truck is under construction in 
the co-op shop and when it is mount¬ 
ed, it will be given a spray paint job 
as was done on the new “jeep” after 
it arrived. The new truck body will 
be complete with bins, racks, hooks 
and tool boxes, designed to meet the 
particular needs of the co-op line 
crews. In the next several months all 
of the co-op trucks and field cars 
will be put in top mechanical repair, 

given a new paint job with the spray 
outfit and the name of the co-op 
lettered on the sides, Manager Holt 
explained. 

New bins and stockroom shelves 
are under construction and greater 
utilization of the space in the back¬ 
rooms of the co-op will be made 
when the plans of Manager Holt and 
his board are fully completed. 

Still in the early “reconversion” 
stage to prepare the entire co-op for 
a long period of construction, work 
has necessarily been somewhat slower 
during the past few months than it 
will be when everything is in readi¬ 
ness for the full-scale construction job 
ahead. Personnel alone has been in¬ 
creased from 18 (including the office 
staff) in July to its present 29, thus 
adding the responsibility of training 
new men for more responsible work 
later on as groundmen and linemen. 

“Construction costs will be in the 
neighborhood of $950 per mile when 
we get all our equipment in operation 
and the wrinkles ironed out,” Man¬ 

ager Holt estimates. 

New Public Relations 
Construction of 172 miles of new 

line might seem enough to think 
about for the present, but Manager 
Holt is looking forward to the time 
when more farmers in this area will 
want the benefits of REA cooperative 
power, and he has designated two 
men offiicially as “field representa¬ 
tives” and assigned them to covering 
the territory served by the co-op to 
assist the engineer in planning new 
construction and to contact farmers 
to promote REA area-coverage. 

These two men alternate in their 
work, each traveling the territory 
most familiar to him with the engineer 
when needed, the rest of the time 
covering other territory contacting 
farmers and explaining the coopera¬ 
tive’s program and its future plans in 
that vicinity. 

With the completion of the 172 
miles of construction currently under¬ 
way, one field representative will be 
assigned to the engineering staff to 

ard Hangar, James Mitchell. Front row: J. A. Childes, William Laufer Jr., 
Elmer J. Eggemeyer, John Shriver, Herman Ehlers, Jasper Ervin, William 
Hulsey, Elmer Joost, Dale Deppe, Herman Middendorf, Norman Thies, and 
Glen Wicklein. 

OFF THE CAR AND ONTO THE JOB! That's what part of th*\ 
crew does these days with power poles arriving for use in construction of 
the new lines. In the top picture, left to right. Miles Blair, James Kilgrove, 
Adelbert Knope, William Whiteside and Leonard Hangar are rustling poles 
around in preparation for loading them on a trailer. Middle photo shows 
the first two sticks dropping into place, and together with the bottom pic* 
ture, shows the co-op’s new ’’jeep’’ which recently got a new paint job t9 
cover the G1 khaki it wore in the Armed Forces. Acquired through the sur» 
plus property board, the ton-and-a-half Chevrolet is equipped with four* 
wheel drive and can venture into tough spots that might make an Army 
mule hesitate. 

: it the benefit of his intimate 
wledge of the territory, and the 

signed to "public relations" and 
continue his endeavors toward ulti¬ 
mate complete area coverage. 


