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‘(LOSER INTEGRATION’ 
OF REA WITH USDA 

IS REASON GIVEN 
To the expressed disappointment of 

hundreds of Mid-Western coopera¬ 

tives, the headquarters of the Rural 

Electrification Administration will b* 

moved back to Washington in the 

near future, it was announced Sep¬ 

tember 25 by Secretary of Agricul¬ 
ture Anderson. 

Exact date of the agency’s exodus 

from St. Louis was not given but the 

move will take place when room in 
the Department of Agriculture build¬ 
ing can be provided for the more than 
600 employees now located in the 
Boatmen’s Bank Building Annex at 
420 Locust street and in the Arcade 
Building in St. Louis. Some 300 em¬ 
ployees assigned to field service will 
not be directly affected by the move. 

Expansion plans of the agency in¬ 
dicate that the number of employees 
will be substantially increased during 
the next several months when the re¬ 
lease of wartime restrictions on ma¬ 
terials and manpower carries the rural 
electrification program again into full 
swing. 

“Closer Integration" 

In announcing the plan to move the 
agency back to the Nation’s Capital, 
Secretary Anderson said it would 
“permit closer integration” of REA 
with the Agriculture Department. 

Announcement of the proposed 
move confirmed rumors which had 
circulated since before Administrator 
Claude R. Wickard took the oath of 
office. Shortly after becoming ad¬ 
ministrator Wickard asserted that he 
preferred having the REA offices in 
St. Louis but he said he thought 
"congressmen would rather have them 
in Washington where they will be 
more easily accessible.” 

REA was moved to St. Louis in the 
spring of 1942 to make room in 
Washington for wartime agencies. Its 
location in St. L,ouis was welcomed 
by REA cooperative managers and 
other officials in the Middle West 
who found the agency headquarters 
far more convenient and hotel accom¬ 
odations in the Missouri city more 
readily available than were accomo¬ 
dations in the war-swollen capital. 

REA Administrator Wickard said 
recently that the St. Louis location 
has the advantage of affording a more 
centralized point for conferences with 
the field staff. A liaison personnel 
staff maintained in Washington, he 
said, had not proved entirely satis¬ 
factory. 

Many REA cooperative managers 
and members of boards of directors 
in Illinois have expressed disappoint¬ 
ment over the decision to move the 
agency headquarters back to Wash¬ 
ington, predicting that travel ex¬ 
penses and time consumed in con¬ 
ferring with REA officials will great¬ 
ly •increase while at the same time 
reducing the efficiency of operation 
for the field staff of REA and ad¬ 
versely affect the close relationship 
of the great majority of cooperatives 
which are located in the Mid-Western 

By unanimous vote, the Board of 
Directors of the state association 
meeting in Springfield Wednesday, 
October 17, passed a resolution ex¬ 
pressing vehement protest to the de¬ 
cision to move the Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration from St. Louis to 
Washington, D. C. 

Pointing out that the proposed 
move will take the agency further 
away from nearly 70 per cent of the 
REA cooperatives in the country, 
copies of the state board’s resolution 
will be sent to each member of con¬ 
gress from Illinois, to Secretary of 
Agriculture Anderson and to Presi¬ 
dent Truman. 

In support of its resolution, the 
board moved to use every means at 
its command to dissuade the Govern¬ 
ment from carrying out its plan to 
move the REA back to the District of 
Columbia and an effort will be made 
to enlist the active support of other 
Mid-Western REA co ops in pro¬ 
testing the move. 

WHEN YOU TURN THIS 
PAGE you will find an editorial 
which discusses the decision to 
tnoye the REA back to Washing¬ 
ton. Read it thoughtfully. Illinois 
o-ops will be adversely affected 

WHOLESALE POWER RATES came in for some careful scrutiny 
and lengthy discussion at a meeting of co-op nfmagers who deal with Cen¬ 
tral Illinois Public Service Co. when they met with engineers of Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration at the Hotel Abraham Lincoln in Springfield on 
September 28. Shown here in a huddle, from left to right: Ed C. Collier, 
REA field engineer for Illinois; A. E. Becker, Menard Electric co-op, Peters¬ 
burg; Leslie C. Marvel, Western III. Elec, co-op, Carthage; Harold Whittle, 
REA operations division engineer; John G. Waggoner, Coles-Moultrie Elec, 
co-op, Mattoon; Ray Grigsby, McDonough Power co-op, Macomb; T. M. 
Brady, Eastern 111. Power co-op, Paxton; D. T. Schwab, REA rate en¬ 
gineer; Dean Searls, Adams Elec, co-op. Camp Point; Newton B. Elliott, 
Mini Elec, co-op. Champaign. Manager Waggoner of Mattoon presided at 
the sessions as chairman of the manager s committee on CIPS Company 
contract relations. 

For Your Convenience  
It is the privilege of every citizen to express his opinion to those who 

make decisions of public poli^^tftfjjMjj^ur of Illinois members of 

Congressman Melvin Price of East 
St. Louis, representative of the Illi¬ 
nois 22nd District, disclosed October 
12 that he had appealed to President 
Truman to have the Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration remain in St. 
Louis where it has made its head¬ 
quarters since 1942. 

Price wrote the President urging 
him to consider that Washington is 
still crowded and the return of the 
agency would serve to aggravate 
congestion there. He also pointed out 
that decentralization is one means of 
bringing the government closer to the 
people and improving national de¬ 
fense. 

Congressmen John B. Sullivan and 
John J. Cochran of St. Louis have 
also urged reconsideration of the de¬ 
cision to return REA to Washington. 
President Truman said on October 
4 the agency would be moved to 
make it more accessible to members 
of Congress. The President’s state¬ 
ment was preceded by a similar one 
on September 27 by Secretary of Ag¬ 
riculture Anderson. 

In a speech in Little Rock, Ark, 
October 12, Administrator Wickard 
indicated an attempt will be made in 
Washington soon to separate the 
REA from the Department of Agri¬ 
culture and affiliate it with another 

REA Moving Away From Most Co-ops 

GEOGRAPHICALLY, at least, the Rural Electrification Administration 
will be moving hundreds of miles further away from some 500 of the 810 
REA cooperatives it serves when the agency returns to Washington as 
announced September 27 by Secretary of Agriculture Anderson. The map 
shows there are 493 co-ops in the states adjacent to St. Louis while in an 
equal area around Washington there are only 176 co-ops. Outside the circled 
areas, Florida, with 14 REA co-ops, is practically the same distance from 
either city, but in the Rocky Mountain arid Pacific states there are 68 co-ops 
which will be still further away from REA headquarters when it moves back 
to the Nations Capital. The circle around Washington shows that theo¬ 

retically the Rural Electrification Administration will be serving an area 
which includes a vast expanse of the Atlantic Ocean and parts of Canada 
(including two of the Great Lakes) which in the circle around St. Louis is 
an area dotted with hundreds of REA cooperatives. There are no REA co¬ 
ops in Massachusetts, only one in New Hampshire, one in Delaware, two in 
Maryland, two in New Jersey, three in Vermont and five in New York. 
This compares, for example, with 38 in Missouri, 52 in Iowa, 29 in Wiscon¬ 
sin, 28 in Illinois, 44 in Indiana, 22 in Kansas, 16 in Arkansas. Comparative 
distances shown on the map are air-miles; actual distances to either St. Louis 
or Washington by land transportation is about one-third greater. 

STATE BOARD VOTES 
TO PROTEST MOVING 

REA TO WASHINGTON 

IN A HUDDLE OVER WHOLESALE RATES ILLINOIS AND MISSOURI 
CONGRESSMEN URGE REA 

REMAIN IN ST. LOUIS 

REA Announces Plan To Move Its 
Headquarters Back To Washington 
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Unpopular Move! 
High government officials do 

not ordinarily make important 
and far-reaching decisions 
lightly, so there are doubtlessly 
many good reasons in support 
of the recently announced plan 
to move the Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration back to 
Washington. 

But a great many REA co¬ 
operatives in the Middle West 
are keenly interested to learn 
the REAL reason behind this 
decision to take the agency al¬ 
most a thousand miles away 
from the very heart of the area 
where rural electrification has 
had its greatest development in 
the ten years since its inception 
as a government-sponsored 
program. 

In his official announcement 
of the proposed move. Secre¬ 
tary Anderson was quoted as 
saying that having REA in 
Washington will “permit closer 
integration” of its program 
with that of the Department of 
Agriculture. There are many 
thousands of REA cooperative 
members who will not endorse 
that reason because they have 
long urged REA be given in¬ 
dependent status and its af¬ 
fairs divorced from those of the 
Agriculture Department. 

Nor will the explanation 
“closer integration” suffice to 
win the acclaim of nearly 400,- 
000 REA cooperative members 
who must now anticipate great¬ 
ly increased expenditures if 
their managers and directors 
are to maintain close relation¬ 
ship with REA headquarters. 
It has been estimated that only 
one trip to Washington per 
year by a co-op official will 
cost the Mid-Western and 
Western cooperatives and ag¬ 
gregate of over $60,000 an¬ 
nually more than the same 
number of trips to St. Louis. 
One trip to REA headquarters 
a year is hardly keeping in 
“close touch” with the agency 
and it is safe to forecast that 
moving REA back to the Na¬ 
tion’s Capital will ultimately 
cost REA cooperatives in the 
central and western states mil¬ 
lions of dollars for increased 
travel, telegraph and telephone 
charges alone. 

Distance, it must be acknow¬ 
ledged, is two-dimensional. It 
runs in both directions. Added 
to the cost of covering the 
greater distance to and from 
Washington which musfc be 
borne by the co-ops, the oper¬ 
ating costs of the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration must 
necessarily soar upv/ards if it 
is to maintain even present 

A return to regional of¬ 
fice administr ation of 
agency affairs will not pro¬ 
vide a complete nor satis¬ 
factory answer to the ob¬ 
jections of increased dis¬ 
tance to headquarters; the 
brass hats in every gov- 
emment department retain 
the final authority and re¬ 
gional offices, while help¬ 
ful, never serve as more 
than a clearing house of 
matters originating in the 
field. 
An off-the-record observa¬ 

tion by some REA officials con¬ 
cludes that returning the agen¬ 
cy to Washington will help to 
eliminate many unnecessary 
trips to headquarters by co-op 
managers and directors who 
could obtain equal results 
through the field staff but pre¬ 
fer to make frequent trips to 
confer with “home office” offi¬ 
cials. Granting that some co¬ 
op managers and directors may 
make more trips than necessary 
to St. Louis and might continue 
the practice when the agency 
goes back to Washington, REA 
might better practice what it 
preaches and launch an inten¬ 
sive member-education pro¬ 
gram among the cooperatives 
to correct this condition just as 
REA itself continuously urges 
the co-ops to improve member 
cooperation by conducting edu¬ 
cational programs. 

If the agency staff finds it is 
being interrupted too much of 
the time by visiting co-op rep- 
resentatives, the solution to the 
problem lies in better education 
of the co-ops rather than mov¬ 
ing farther away from them. 

It has been suggested that 
there are congressmen who 
prefer to have REA in Wash¬ 
ington where it will be “more 
accessible,” but this line of rea¬ 
soning is so absurd on the sur¬ 
face of it that it hardly merits 
discussion. For one thing, old¬ 
er and larger organizations 
than REA have made their 
headquarters outside of Wash¬ 
ington without apparent incon¬ 
venience to members of con¬ 
gress (the Tennessee Valley 
Authority, for example) and if 
an agency serving upwards of 
400,000 members outside the 
“Washington Area” is forced 
to move back to the Capital to 
suit the convenience of a group 
of several hundred elected leg¬ 
islators, the balance of argu¬ 
ment prima facie, lies with the 
several hundred thousand peo¬ 
ple. 

But to carry that line of rea¬ 
soning just one step further: 
Should it become necessary for 
a committee of the Congress to 
look into operations of the Rur¬ 
al Electrification Administra¬ 
tion from time to time, surely it 
is simpler and less expensive 
for a Congressional committee 
to make a trip to St. Louis at 
infrequent intervals than to 
place the burden of continuous 
extra travel on the representa¬ 
tives of Mid-Western and 
Western co-ops and on the 
field staff of the REA. 

Whatever the real reasons 
for returning the agency to 
Washington, (and we do not 
for a moment seek to impugn 
the sinceiity of those responsi¬ 
ble for the decision,) geograph¬ 
ically, at least, moving back 
east is sheer folly. 

On a map of the United 
States, circles of equal size 
drawn around St. Louis and 
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by the circle around the Mis¬ 
souri city contain some 493 
REA cooperatives while the 
circle around the Capital can 
muster only 176 co-ops. Out¬ 
side of the two circles there are 
still 68 cooperatives which will 
be hundreds of miles further 
away from REA headquarters 
when the agency moves east. 
Some 14 co-ops in Florida will 
not be affected one way or the 
other, the distances to both ci¬ 
ties from the Peninsula State 
being approximately the same. 

Delaware, immediately 
adjacent to the District of 
Columbia, has only one 
REA cooperative. Mary¬ 
land, also bordering the 
District, boasts two co-ops 
and Virginia, across the 
Potomac River to the 
south, has sixteen. Spread¬ 
ing further out. New Jer¬ 
sey has two co-ops. New 
York has five, Pennsylva¬ 
nia thirteen, North Caro¬ 
lina the most with 32. 

In its own state of Mis¬ 
souri, St. Louis has 38 co¬ 
ops; in states immediately 
adjacent there are: 52 in 
Iowa, 22 in Nebraska, 22 
in Kansas, 23 in Oklaho¬ 
ma, 16 in Arkansas, 19 in 
Tennessee, 25 in Kentucky 
and 28 in Illinois. 
Projecting the rapidly ex¬ 

panding REA program into the 
future, it is axiomatic that there 
can never be as many REA co¬ 
operatives in the area bounded 
or crossed by the circle drawn 
around Washington as in the 
one around St. Louis. In the 
first place, the industrialized 
East has a far lower potential 
for complete area coverage sim¬ 
ply because there are fewer 
farms and the density of towns 
and cities makes it a natural 
growth for power utility com¬ 
panies to extend their Ji 
the countryside b 

gether assures them of profit¬ 
able revenue. 

In the second place, the circle 
drawn around Washington ex¬ 
tends far out into the Atlantic 
Ocean with only the eastern 
shore of Maryland and Dela¬ 
ware between the Capital City 
and salt water. The same size 
circle around St. Louis cuts 
through the center of Ohio, in¬ 
cludes all but the eastern tip 
of Kentucky and Tennessee 
and reaches into Georgia, Ala¬ 
bama, and Mississippi, all of 
which area is blue ocean in the 
Washington circle. Following 
the two circles northward, the 
one around Washington takes 
in a slice of Canada and in¬ 
cludes Lake Erie and Lake On¬ 
tario where the corresponding 
segment in the St. Louis circle 
curves across the upper portion 
of Wisconsin and down across 
the corner of Minnesota. 

In short, St. Louis is in 
the heart of the co-op belt 
while Washington is con¬ 
siderably removed and can 
never aspire to serve as 
“the hub" of the rural elec¬ 
trification program from a 
geographical standpoint. 
As materials and manpower 

become more and more abun¬ 
dant the Rural Electrification 
Administration and the REA 
Cooperatives will swing into 
the greatest period of activity 
in their history. Construction 
will reach an all-time peak as 
the co-ops work to take up the 
slack caused by several years 
of wartime restrictions while at 
the same time shifting into high 
gear on their long delayed ex¬ 
pansion programs. 

More than at any other 
time it will be necessary and 
important for co-op managers, 
engineers and directors to con¬ 
sult with officials at REA 
headquarters if such an im¬ 
mense program is to be eco- 

icaliy and successfully co- 

Louis where it properly ber- 

longs, every member of an 
REA cooperative and every 
farmer waiting for REA elec¬ 
trical service will be adversely 
affected. 

The decision to move REA 
back to Washington appears to 
be a serious mistake in judg¬ 
ment. There is evidence that 
political considerations have 
been given precedence over the 
welfare of the more than 400,- 
000 REA cooperative members 
in the Middle West and West¬ 
ern states. 

A message to your represen¬ 
tative and senators in the Con¬ 
gress expressing your view¬ 
point on REA’s proposed move 
away from St. Louis is the dem¬ 
ocratic way to register your 
convictions in the matter. 

Write that letter or postcard 
today! 

REA Expansion 
Will Offer Jobs « 

To Service Men 
Sixteen new loans have been al¬ 

lotted to Illinois rural electrification 
cooperatives since V-E Day to fi¬ 
nance construction of 1,637 miles of 
lines to serve 5,670 new consumers, it 
has been reported by the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration at St. Louis, 

The REA reported that War Pro¬ 
duction Board restrictions on rural 
power line building were lifted four 
days after victory in Europe. Since 
then the REA-financed cooperatives 
in Illinois have received applications 
from thousands of farmers for electric 
service and in turn have applied to 
REA headquarters for new loans far 
in excess of available funds. In the 
hope of providing as many jobs as 
possible during the reconversion per¬ 
iod, the agency is processing new loan 
applications as rapidly as they can be 
examined. 

Loan funds totaling $4,399,303 are 
available to 28 REA-financed coop¬ 
eratives to finance construction as 
materials and labor can be obtained. 
This amount includes $2,240,303 
which REA had allotted up to May 
1 as loans from authorized lending 
funds of previous years, and $2,159,- 
000 allotted since that date from a 
fund of $200,000,000 authorized by 
Congress for the current fiscal year. 

The three-year postwar program 
drawn up by the Illinois cooperatives 
would provide electric service to an 
additional 42,700 rural consumers. A 
total of 58,812 consumers along 21,- 
149 miles of lines is now being ser¬ 
viced. The program would require 
$15,000,000 for the construction of 
distribution lines and $4,500,000 for 
the improvement of present electric 
systems, construction of new facil¬ 
ities and purchase of farm and home 
electrical equipment by the rural con¬ 
sumers. REA believes each new farm 
consumer will spend an average of 
$400 for electrical equipment. 

REA estimates that the new con¬ 
struction work will require 7,500 man- 
years of labor, which includes the la¬ 
bor necessary to fabricate the mater¬ 
ials. Hundreds of workers will be 
needed to install wiring systems In 
the homes and on the farms of the 
new consumers. Estimates are that 
each new farm consumer will spend 
an average of $145 for wiring. 

Immediate employment for many 
returning service men and discharged 
war plant workers is in prospect, ac¬ 
cording to the REA survey. Workers 
most urgently needed will be truck 
drivers, men to dig pole holes and 
clear right-of-ways, linemen to string 
lines and electricians to wire the prem¬ 
ises of consumers. 

Illinois corn growers use more than 
4000|00(Mj>ushel^oMjialwjualitvseed 
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WILL ASK FCC FOR 
WAVE BANDS FOR REA 

CO-OP RADIO ’PHONES 
A request to the Federal Commun¬ 

ications Commission will be made for 
assignment of short-wave frequencies 
for installation of two-way radio com¬ 
munication by REA cooperatives in 
Illinois, according to the text of a 
resolution passed by the state board 
of directors meeting in Springfield 
October 17. 

Everett Reid of Jo-Carrol Electric 
Co-op, Elizabeth, and Norman Mc¬ 
Coy of Shelby Electric co-op, Shel- 
byville, state board members, were 
named to serve on a committee with 
Managers T. H. Hafer of Blooming¬ 
ton, George Endicott of Dongola and 
B. F. Snively of Divernon, to study 
two-way radio communications in ad¬ 
joining states and to report their find¬ 
ings and recommendations to the 
state board. 

Radio communications by short¬ 
wave would serve to maintain con¬ 
tact between line crews and 
co-op offices at all times when the 
crews are out on the projects and 
would be particularly useful during 
stormy weather which frequently dis¬ 
ables all telephone lines in an area 
where power line trouble is reported 
and emergency work is being done. 

Continues communication between 
co-op offices and line crews during 
emergency repair work would greatly 
increase the efficiency of the opera¬ 
tions and speed up work of restoring 
service where lines are damaged or 
down. It would also improve gen¬ 
eral efficiency of maintenance and 
construction work by eliminating time 
lost for telephone calls back to the 
co-op office and would affect sub¬ 
stantial savings in reduced mileage 
of service trucks. 

Check small grain fields for signs 
of chinch bugs. If they are numerous, 
erect barriers between grain and corn 
before grain harvest The farm 
vlser has Circular 590 
gives suggestions about 

UPPER: ALONG STATE HIGH* 

WAY 100 a few miles southwest of 

Canton at St. David, Illinois, motor¬ 

ists pass the steam generating plant 

which furnishes power to Spoon Riv¬ 

er Electric cooperative. The familiar 

REA symbol can be seen on the metal 

fence protecting the co-op's substa¬ 

tion adjacent to the plant. Standing 

next to the 2000-kilowatt turbine in¬ 

side, Manager L. C. (Ted) Groat 

talks things over with Irl Cooper, 

chief engineer. In the left foreground 

is a 750-kilowatt auxiliary turbine. 

RIGHT: Coal is carried by weigh- 

lory on tracks and dumped into bunk¬ 

ers and carried into the firebox on 

chain-grate stokers in the boiler room 

of the plant. Manager Groat and 

Chief Engineer Cooper inspect a 

handful of coal while Fireman E. O. 

Jones looks at the camera from his 

platform on the rolling lory. 

Half of British Families 
Are Members of Co-ops 

Half the families in Great Britain 
belong to cooperatives according to 
the Cooperative News in a summary 
of 1944 statistics compiled by the Co¬ 
operative Union. 

During the cooperative centennial 
year, 1944, total membership of retail 
co-ops reached a total of 9,225,240 in 
Great Britain. This represented an 
increase of 143,022 for that one year. 
Seven local cooperatives have a mem¬ 
bership of more than 100,000 each. 
Among the largest are the London Co¬ 
op Society, Royal Arsenal Co-op So¬ 
ciety, and London Society. Cooperat¬ 
ive membership in London alone totals 
more than one million. 

of retail co-ops show- 
on $80 million dollars 

total being $1,- 

REA Construction 
Will Give Jobs To 
Thousands of Men 
Jobs for many thousands of men is 

expected to result from the resump¬ 
tion of full-scale construction of pow¬ 
er lines under the rapidly expanding 
program of the Rural Electrification 
Administration and increased users 
will stimulate the production of elec¬ 
trical equipment, providing employ¬ 
ment to thousands more now that war 
materials have been released, REA 
Administrator Claude R. Wickard de¬ 
clared recently, 

"Steel, copper and aluminum, which 
have been going into guns, shells 
and planes, will now help brighten 
the lives and lighten the work of 
America’s farmers,’’ Wickard said. 

Most REA cooperatives are now 

building, or are scheduling construc¬ 
tion of many miles of lines on the 
basis of plans which have been con¬ 
templated for more than a year. In 
the files of nearly every cooperative 
are requests for service and signed 
memberships assuring construction de¬ 
mands for the next eighteen month*. 

REA received a Congressional ap¬ 
propriation for 1945 of $200,000,000 
in addition to about $100,000,000 pre- 
viouly allotted but not loaned for lack 
of materials and manpower. This 
compares with a total of $432,000,000 
in loans by REA over the entire ten 
years of its history. Of this sum, 
$95,000,000 in principal and interest 
has been repaid. REA’s program has 
brought extensions of electric service 
to about 1,300,000 rural consumers. 

The way to control both the stable 
fly and the housefly is through sanita¬ 
tion. 

Spoon River Co-op Assured of 
Uninterrupted Source of Power 

Worries over power outages due 
to generating plant difficulties are 
now things of the past for L. C. 
[(Ted) Groat, manager of Spoon Riv¬ 
er Electric cooperative at Canton, 
and the members of the co-op may 
rest assured that if they have brief 
Interruptions of service it is not due 
to trouble at the central generating 
plant. 

Since its inception, the Spoon River 
co-op has bought its power from the 
steam generating plant of the Little 
Sister Coal Corporation near St. Dav¬ 
id. One turbine of 2000 and the other 
of 750 kilowatt capacity have given 
trustworthy service, and until a few 
months ago, there had been only one 
5-minute interruption of service caus¬ 
ed by trouble at the plant. 

While overhauling the large tur¬ 
bine and depending upon the smaller 
one to handle the load during a low 
demand period, a workman accidently 
pushed a long iron rod into the col¬ 
lector rings of the operating turbine, 
knocking it out of commission. For 
the next several hours, the plant crew 
worked feverishly to get the larger 
unit back into operation and restore 
service. 

But this interruption of service will 
be the last one Manager Groat and 
and his co-op members need worry 
about from the standpoint of the gen¬ 
erating plant. 

New Source of Power 

Through a recently completed ar¬ 
rangement, the coal company has pro¬ 
vided for its own protection and that 
of the Spoon River co-op by having 
a 33,000 volt transmission line con¬ 
nected with the plant and has in¬ 
stalled a new substation adjacent to 
the building by means of which the 
co-op load can be picked up instantly 
in the event of a power plant failure. 

With an excellent record of per¬ 
formance in furnishing power from 
the plant itself, the new transmission 
line serves as an additional guarantee 
of uninterrupted power and will af¬ 
ford opportunity to increase the main¬ 
tenance work of the plant. 

Rather than depend upon the small 
turbine to handle a low demand load 
while the larger one is overhauled, if 
necessary, both turbines can now be 
shut down while repair work is done 
and the entire load of the coal com¬ 
pany and the co-op switched over to 
the new substation at any time of 
the day or night. 

During normal operations, power is 
assured through a three-way hook¬ 
up; it can come from the large tur¬ 
bine, the smaller one, or from the 
new transmission line. The possibil¬ 
ity that all three sources would si¬ 
multaneously fail is too remote to 
think about, Manager Groat declared. 

Complete Co-op Service 

In addition to improved service at 
the source of its power, the Spoon 
River co-op has also increased its 
service directly to members through a 
recently organized service department, 
Manager Groat explained. 

During the earlier period of the 
war when electrical contractors be¬ 
gan dropping out of the picture and 
closing up shop, members of the co¬ 
op encountered difficulty obtaining 
service to keep their electricity at 
work on their farms. 

When the situation became desper¬ 
ate, a request was made to Manager 
Groat and the Board of Directors to 
"do something about service” and 
studying the matter carefully, the co¬ 
op management decided to act. 

At first a service department- was 
simply added to the regular work 
itself of the co-op and when members 
required service they called the office 
in Canton and a repairman was sent 
out. 

A flat charge of $2.50 for a service 
call was established which covered 
mileage and time to and from the job, 
and a charge of $1.50 per hour was 
established for the workman’s time. 
Range of service was from repairing 
small appliances and minor trouble¬ 
shooting to doing farmstead wiring 

and making major installations of 
equipment and motors. 

Department Soon Grew 

As more of the local electrical con¬ 
tractors left Canton for the armed 
services or to take jobs in war indus¬ 
tries, the demand on the cooperative 
for service grew until the department 
was so busy and so crowded it had 
outgrown the space alloted to it in 
the Spoon River co-op headquarters. 

A year ago the flourishing depart¬ 
ment was moved out of the headquar¬ 
ters office and established in a store 
building across the street and a few 
doors up the street where it could ex¬ 
pand to increase its efficiency and at 
the same time be close enough to be 
convenient when members called at 
the co-op office asking for repair 
service. 

The new department has proved 
self-supporting and plans are under 
consideration to expand it to include 
an assistant to Service Manager Carl 
Hill who has managed so far with 
the help of Betty Seward in the office 
and Lester Essex as the serviceman. 

Current operations of the depart¬ 
ment average between $3,500 and 
$4,000 per month including the fur¬ 
nishing of wire and all wiring sup¬ 
plies, a limited line of appliances and 
other equipment requested by mem¬ 
bers. 

The service department is not a 
sales department, Manager Groat 
pointed out, nor does it make any ef¬ 
fort to sell supplies to co-op members. 
Rather it is a service measure and if 
a member asks how to obtain a cer¬ 
tain appliance or requests the depart¬ 
ment to place an order for it, he is 
given that asssistance and can, if 
what he desires is available, make 
his purchase through the service de¬ 
partment. 

Producing REA Power 

v 
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NEWS FROM 

M.J.M. Co-op 
CarHnville, HI. 

A. C. BARNES, Mgr. 

WELCOME NEW 
MEMBERS 

Wm. Miles Isley, Rt. 2, Litchfield. 
Claude Walker, Giard. 
George Pruitt, Medora. 
A. L. Murrells, Carlinville. 
Mart Hauke, Dow. 

August Operating Report 
Number of Miles Energized  688 
Members Billed  1643 
Revenue per Mile  $13.12 
Density per Mile  2.53 
KWH Sold  188,471 
Average Bill—Farm    $5.70 
Average Bill—Residential  $3.11 
Average Bill—Commercial  ....$8.75 
Average KWH Consumption: 

Farm  120 
Residential  44 

Minimum Bills    466 
Evelyn Boulter, Eldon Stayton 

Married Sunday 
Miss Evelyn Boulter, daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Boulter of north¬ 
west of Carlinville, became the bride 
of Eldon Stayton, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Kenneth Stayton, in a double 
ring ceremony, solemnized at 2:45 
p. m. Sunday, in Charity Church. 
Rev. Frank L. Crouch, officiated. The 
church was decorated with ferns, 
palms and white gladioli. 

Following the ceremony a recep¬ 
tion was held at the home of the 
bride’s parents in Bird township. A 
plate lunch was served to about 70 
relatives. 

The young couple left during the 
evening for a short wedding trip. 
They will reside on a farm north¬ 
west of Carlinville. 

Mrs. Stayton has been employed 
In the office of the Macoupin county 
rationing board. Mr. Stayton has 
been engaged in farming with his 
father. 

Death of Mrs. E. J. Bates of Reader 

Mrs. Clara Belle Bates, 76, wife of 
Eugene J. Bates, died at 5:30 p. m„ 
Friday, October 5th, at her home one 
mile north of Reader. While her last 
illness was of short duration, she had 
been in failing health for some time. 

Decedent was born in Western 
Mound township, Nov. 26, 1877. A 
daughter of S. N. and Alice Ash 
Brown. She was married in 1896 to 
E. J. Bates. To them were born four 
children, three having preceded her in 
death. Surviving are the husband, 
one son, James N. Bates, of Reader, 
three grandchildren: a brother, J. 
Walter Brown, of Missions, Kansas; 
an aunt, Mrs. Daisy Denby, Carlin¬ 
ville, two uncles, Byron and Leonard 
Ash, and an aunt who was formerly 
Miss Jennie Ash. 

The funeral was held at 1:30 p. m. 
October 8 from Shiloh Baptist church. 
Rev. Roy March officiating. Hymns 
were sung by the Misses Louella and 
Lavella Bennett of Medora, with Mrs. 
Jas. Strunk of that city as accompan¬ 
ist. The interment was in Shiloh cem¬ 
etery. 

* * * 

Montgomery Service Co. Buys 
Elevator at Farmersville 

The Montgomery Service Com¬ 
pany, a subsidiary of the county 
Farm Bureau, purchased the Farmers’ 
Cooperative elevator in Farmersville, 
at public auction. The purchase price 
was $22,600. Auctioneer for the sale 
was A. R. Billiter, of Harvel. Ralph 
Turner of Hillsboro is manager of 
the service company. 

The service company entered the 
feed, fertilizer and grain business 
earlier this ear when the directors 
purchased and opened for business 
the Farmers’ elevator at Butler. 

* * * 

Leo Sharp Quits as Assistant Farm 
Adviser 

Leo Sharp, assistant farm ad¬ 
viser and organization director 
in Macoupin County for the past 
two years, has resigned to accept 
the position of farm adviser in 
Massac county at Metropolis 
where he began work Monday. 

In this county the office of 
assistant farm adviser has been 

abolished and two new offices 
established—the office of organi¬ 
zation director, which will handle 
the membership programs—and 
the office of 4-H Rural Youth 
leader, which will cooperate with 
both the farm adviser and home 
adviser of the county. 

According to Farm Adviser O. 
O. Mowery, personnel for these 
offices have not been selected as 
yet. 

* * # 

Following an illness of several 
years, Horace Edward Scroggins, 79, 
resident of Macoupin county all of 
his life, died at 2:30 p. m. Thursday, 
September 27, 1945 at his residence 
in Bunker Hill. He was a retired 
farmer. 

Decedent was united in marriage 
Oct. 23, 1888 to Miss Nancy Olive of 
near Staunton. Besides his wife, he 
is survived by two sons, Jess of Bun¬ 
ker Hill, and John of Carlinville who 
is a lineman for the M. J. M. Electric 
Cooperative, Inc., two daughters, 
Mrs. Myrtle Jacoby, of Decatur, Mrs. 
Mabel Mercer of Bunker Hill and a 
brother, Hiram O. Scroggins of Au¬ 
burn. 

Funeral services were conducted at 
Bunker Hill Methodist church. Burial 
was in Bunker Hill cemetery. 

• * • 

MEMBER NEWS ITEMS 
A large barn cm the Alvin Wer¬ 

ner farm north of Hillsboro was 
struck by lightning and was complete¬ 
ly destroyed by fire. Several calves, 
some hogs, forty tons of hay and 
other items in the barn at the time, 
were also lost. 

Special services at Bethel Church 
included the burning of the paid-off 
mortgage on the church. 

A large sunflower, measuring 15 
inches m diameter, has been on dis¬ 
play at the Carlinville Equipment 
Company on West Main Street. It 
was grown by Eldaleen Best, daugh¬ 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Lee Best, north 
of Carlinville. Last year Eldaleen had 
one measuring 13 inches, but the one 
this year exceeded that measurement 
by two inches. 

L. E. Emery, a resident of Ray¬ 
mond, obtained $14.70 per 100 pounds 
for 10 porkers, averaging 214 pounds. 

Out of Nokomis came 9 hogs scal¬ 
ing 249 pounds, that cashed at $14.70 
per 100 pounds for the account of 
Royal E. Bradley. 

• * • 

LETTER FROM MEMBER 
“Dear Sin 

“When I look through the 
R.E.A. News I see that others 
report what they have in the 
way of appliances. We have an 
iron, electric washer, three table 
lamps and a radio. I also have 
purchased in the last two months 
a 2 burner hot plate, it makes 
the meter race so, after the first 
month’s use 1 had to cut down 
using it. We have raised 150 
chickens late thi;> year besides our 
spring flock, and used only an 
electric bulb under the hov¬ 
er of our old oil brooder stove. 
We lost only one chick. 

Two of 'our table lamps are 
made out of our kerosene lamps. 
If no one was told the difference 
I don’t believe they would notice. 
They cost us about $1.75 apiece. 

We certainly do • enjoy our 
electricity and are planning for 
a water system, and automatic 
timing lights for the chickens 
this fall.” 

Yours truly, 
Melvin Wiegand, 
Jerseyville, 111. 

Mrs. Louise Bloome, of north of 
Carlinville, was pleasantly surprised 
Sunday when she returned home from 
church. The guests who had arrived 
unannounced, bringing their dinner 
with them, were Mr. and Mrs. Leon 
Hardt, daughter Anna Lee and son, 
Lester, Mrs. Fred Hardt, Lt. and 
Mrs. Wm. James and son, all of 
Belleville and Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Cordum of Gillespie. Lt. James had 
recently returned from 19 months in 
the Pacific war zone. 

The members of the Strohbeck 
family held their annual reunion at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. 

Strohbeck with some 70 guests pres¬ 
ent. 

James G. Rhoads, who lives in the 
vicinity of Maroupin Station was in 
Carlinville Monday morning, display¬ 
ing a cucumber of unusual size which 
he raised this year. The cucumber 
was 12% inches long, 12% inches in 
circumference and weighs 3 pounds 
and 13 ounces. Figuring cucumbers at 
fifty pounds to the bushel, it would 
require about 13 the size of the 
whopper Mr. Rhoads raised to make 
a bushel. 

Mr. Rhoads also had with him a 
small branch taken from a Yellow 
Transparent apple tree on which were 
a cluster of four apples, the second 
crop. On the entire branch there were 
ten apples and on the entire tree were 
some 50 or 60 apples. Mr. Rhoads also 
has a cherry tree on his place which 
this year has bloomed twice after the 
first crop was taken off, though no 
fruit formed from the second and 
third blooms. 

NEWS FROM 

Southeastern 
Harrisburg III. 

A. F. LENTZ, Supt. 

twinkle in her eye a little clearer. 

Electric Motors 
For the benefit of all the dozens of 

our members that come into our office 
begging for % h. p. motors to change 
over that gasoline washer, we wish to 
state that your cooperative ha? not 
been able to get any small motors in 
the past several months and the situ¬ 
ation does not look very bright for 
any small . motors within several 
months yet as we understand that 
practically all small motors are going 
into new washers, refrigerators, and 
dozens of other home appliances that 
we all hope to be on the market soon. 

We do have some motors of larger 
sizes, 1, 1% h. p„ 3 h. p. both sleeve 
bearing as well as ball bearing and 
this would be a good time to start to 
renovate that shop and put in some 
electric driven equipment this winter 
to help do those repair jobs that you 

NEWS FROM 

Corn Belt 
Bloomington, 11L 

T. H. HAFER, Supt, 

Member Has Close Call Trimming 
Trees Over Line 

During the past month one of our 
members was attempting to trim some 
trees to allow more wind to get to his 
windmill. The trees happened to be 
along the co-op line with some branch¬ 
es overhanging the line. The hired 
man in the tree cut off a large limb, 
lost control of it and It fell down 
across the co-op line. When the sparks 
and fire began to fly the member, who 
was on the ground, started to climb 
the ladder into the tree. The ladder 
was damp however, and the electric- 

have had to take to town to have done ! ^ comin3 fr°m the line through the 

Your manager regrets that he was 
not able to have an article in last 
month’s issue of the Illinois REA 
News, due to the stress of other things 
until too late to make the paper on 
time. 

Since the last report from South¬ 
eastern we have completed the lines 
built by the contractor totaling some 
30 miles and have connected 108 mem¬ 
bers on these lines besides your own 
force have built and connected an 
average of 50 new services per month 
besides the ones built by the con¬ 
tractor. 

“C” Project Notes 
Some of your neighbors that have 

been signed up since 1940 and which 
project was stopped by the war. no 
doubt have been worrying about 
when they too can he served and in 
that connection we wish to state 
that an allotment has been made for 
this construction consisting of 138 
miles of lines to serve some 546 mem¬ 
bers located in various parts of all 
our counties. The materials have all 
been ordered and delivery promised 
for early 1946. The poles seem to be 
the bottleneck, howver, we have a 
promise of May 1, 1946, delivery on 
poles for this section. Bids have not 
been opened as yet on this section, as 
all bids of the past few months have 
been out of line and all rejected as 
too high, however we feel that con¬ 
ditions will soon settle down to more 
nearly normal and we will be able to 
get it under contract before the close 
of the year. However no time will 
be lost as no materials can be deliver¬ 
ed anyway before spring of 1946. 

“D” Section Notes 
The past several months we have 

been literally swamped with requests 
for new lines into areas that have no 
electric service and our people in these 
areas have been signing applications 
and easements practically 100% and 
these applications and data are being 
submitted to REA as of October 15, 
1945, and any late applications will be 
the start of our “E” section to be 
built as developed, “if and when” ma¬ 
terials and labor are available. 

Oh yes, lest we forget, one of our 
Marines, TSG. Richard Beam of El¬ 
dorado, Illinois, came home on 30 
days leave from* the Pacific area and 
was true to Marine Tradition, for 
within 24 hours he had won the heart 
and hand of our genial bookkeeper, 
Miss Helen Shelford, and they fyere 
married at the First Baptist Church in 
Harrisburg on Saturday evening, Oc¬ 
tober 6, with the Rev. Otto Williams 
officiating. (We rather suspect that 
some long range bombing had been 
done previous to the Sergeant’s re¬ 
turn home, for the report soon was 
“all resistance overcome, objective 
taken, situation well in hand.”) We 
wish for the newlyweds 
ness in the world, and 
visit our office, you 
smile a little broader 

previously. 

Pump Jacks 
.Your CooneraHve has received a 

shioment of the Miqhtv E1~m Pump 
Jacks in 1-3 h. p motors. These are 
the best putno jacks that we have seen 
anywhere and we have some 3 dozen 
of these jacks in operation in our ter¬ 
ritory. so if you are going to need a 
pump jack next summer, better see 
about it soon, for it is a habit that 

broken limb and down through the 
tree and ladder to ground gave him 
such a shock that he could not climb. 
Before long the line had burned in 
two, the members were out of ser¬ 
vice, and the fireworks stopped. 

We are very thankful that this 
member, or his hired man, did not 
cet hurt. We again ask our members 
not to attempt to trim trees or to 
fall trees close to our line without 

, , . ■ asking a lineman to be present and when vou need something it is not ! • t y , . assist them, 
available at that time, so better be 
prepared. 

Fire Extinguishers 
Your Cooperative has been fortun¬ 

ate in securing a shipment of 1 gallon 
size fire extinguishers for trucks, 
which includes a mounting bracket to 
be mounted to running board and all 
truck operators should have a fire 
extinguisher of some sort as standard 
equipment. You can see these ex¬ 
tinguishers in the Co-op front window. 
These are regular US govt, standard. 

These extinguishers cost the gov¬ 
ernment twice as much as you can 
purchase one from you cooperative. 
Better get your order in early as they 
won’t last long. 

We also have 18” bolt cutters less 
than half price and every farmer 
should have one or more of these bolt 
cutters. 

“Predictions of Things to Come” 
(with apologies to Drew Pearson) 
Your Cooperative is doing some 

Wrong Size Fuse Burns Up 
Transformer 

We have a report of another case 
where too large a fuse installed in a 
member's wiring was the cause of a 
transformer being burned out. Since 
the fuse was so large that it would 
not blow when the member’s wiring 
went bad, so much current was drawn 
for a long period that the trans¬ 
former became heated up and the 
windings were destroyed. The mem¬ 
ber was out of service for sometime 
and the co-op had to buy a new 
transformer. 

We do not mention these instances 
to scold our members—we merely call 
them to your attention for your own 
protection and for the economical 
operation of your electrical system. 

A Few 22’ Poles Available 
The co-op secured a carload of 

22-ft. poles (telephone size) from 
the Surplus War Property of the 

long range planning to better serve 1 Goverament- We have a few of these 
the remaining 5,000 members that are j are available at $4.50 
in our area with some 1,500 miles of 
additional lines. In order to take 
care of this added mileage and the 
great number of appliances that are 
sure to be added to the present lines 
as soon as available, we are planning 
some 45 miles of 33,000 volt line with 
a 3000 KVA substation located in 
Hardin county to better serve the 
power load in that area, thus reducing 
the load on the present Ledford sub¬ 
station. This new line of higher volt¬ 
age is also to have a regular 3 phase 
12,500 volt line on same poles with 
loop feeds to enable us to switch onto 
either substation in case of trouble. 
This will greatly help in the proper 
load distribution over our system. 

We also plan to increase the 
transformer capacity of each of the 
substations at Marion, Galatia, and 
Benton, thus providing for the load 
that is sure to come in the areas Rural Electric Cooperative Associa- 

each. 

Is Your Equipment Ready for Winter 
Now is a good time to check over 

your equipment which will be used 
this winter. Perhaps your barn lights 
and poultry house lights, water warm¬ 
er, etc. have not been used for several 
months. Look the wiring over to b* 
sure that it is in good condition 
before turning the current on again. 
If you have a milker be sure to 
change the oil for the winter as we 
have many cases where the member 
reports trouble in starting his milker 
and we find that the difficulty is 
caused by heavy oil in cold weather. 
If you plan to heat your stock water 
tank with electricity to keep it from 
freezing be sure that it is well in¬ 
sulated in order to save electricity. 

N. R. E. C. A. Meeting 
A district meeting of the National 

served by these substations. 
We have also on order some $7,000 

worth of additional automatic equip¬ 
ment to help to reduce the possibility 
of outage from lightning and that will 
be a welcome relief when received and 
installed on the lines. 

September Operating Report 
Members connected   
Member* hilled   

  4326 
4313 

Farm members billed   3265 
Non-farm members billed .   525 
Commercial members    177 
Public bldgs.     296 
3 phase power      23 
Miles energized   1193 
Average per mile     3.63 
Revenue per mile    19.87 
Kilowatts purchased 

(CIPS—Calendar Month) 623,700 
(20th to 20th) .730,500 

Kilowatts sold (20th to 20th) 526,700 
loss   27.9 

:mand: 

tion will be held at Chicago, Novem¬ 
ber 7. Your cooperative will be repre¬ 
sented there by a delegate from the 
Board of Directors and the manager. 

Linemen’s Meeting 
Lineman Glenn Meeker and Man¬ 

ager Hafer attended a two day meet¬ 
ing at REA offices in St. Louis Octo¬ 
ber 15 and 16. This was the annual 
conference of linemen and managers 
where line construction problems ar« 
discussed with the REA engineers. 

Press Laces 
When doing a large ironing, press 

laces and embroidery work first, since 
these dry out quickly. 

Saline County  — 990 
Franklin    246 
Galatia 
Marion 
Total billing 23,709.07 
Power bill   7,190.60 

.....225 
  660 
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BIG BUSINESS WITHOUT PROFIT 
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ALUMINUM CABLE STEEL REINFORCES 

Ten Thousand U. S. Farm Cooperatives, Doing $5 Billion 
Worth of Business Last Year, Roused Competing Cor¬ 
porations To Violent Protest 

Reprinted from Forturm 

The word “Cooperation” has a 
benign sound. It suggests modera¬ 
tion, harmony, and the brotherhood 
of man. But lately “cooperative” has 
become a fighting word in the mouths 
of U. S. businessmen. 

There’s a Reason 

The reason is simple: certain farm 

cooperative associations have grown 

big enough to cut into the business of 
private corporations, and their “sav¬ 
ings,” unlike the “profits" of ordin¬ 
ary business, are exempt from cor¬ 
poration income taxes. The Bureau 
of Internal Revenue has ruled that 
farm cooperatives’ savings over the 
cost of operation are not taxable as 
profits—whether they . are refunded 
to the patrons or withheld for expan¬ 
sion of plant and equipment. The 
war has increased the cooperatives’ 
untaxed savings and at the same time 
laid heavy taxes on private corpora¬ 
tions’ profits. The officials of pri¬ 
vate corporations, particularly of 
those in direct competition with co¬ 
operatives, consider the whole situa¬ 
tion very unfair indeed. They want 
something done about it. They are 
not, they insist, against cooperatives, 
but they see no reason why coopera¬ 
tives should not pay the same taxes 
that corporations do. The contro¬ 
versy already has reached Congress 
by the way of subcommittee of the 
Small Business Committee of the 
House and may reach the floor of the 
House in the next session. Mean¬ 
while, cooperators are putting up a 
strong defense of their tax position, j 
and cooperatives continue to grow. 

ducts—milk, grain, fruits, etc.—for 
$4 billion. 

Percentages 

Cooperatives do almost 4 per cent 

of all U. S. wholesale business, 1.5 
per cent of all retail. They do one- 
sixth of all farm marketing and sup¬ 
plying, and in marketing certain com¬ 
modities they are abreast of or ahead 
of their commercial competitors. They 
sell, for example, about one-third of 
all the dairy products in the U. S., 
90 per cent of all the lemons, and 
almost 100 per cent of all walnuts 
and cranberries. But size is not the 
only measure of cooperatives’ impor¬ 
tance. Their values are social as well 
as economic, for they bring social re¬ 
sponsibility along with self-interest. 
The community as well as the indi¬ 
vidual gains by their existence. Their 
great economic value is in raising the 
standards of products bought and 
sold, in controlling prices to a certain 
extent, in preventing monopolistic 
abuses. Most responsible cooperators 
do not think cooperatives should ever 

have a majority of any business, and 
many of them think 15 or 20 per cent 
enough. If cooperatives dominated 
the market in any field, they say, 
there would be danger of their becom¬ 
ing monopolies in their own right. 

Pace Setters 

Cooperative leaders usually insist 
that they welcome competition with 
commercial dealers to give them vi¬ 
tality and keep them alert to the 
needs of the member-owners. Coop¬ 
eratives, they say, should always re¬ 
main the “marginal segment” of the 
economy, the “pace setter” for high 
standards, fair prices. 

Cooperatives adhere prettly close¬ 
ly to certain fundamental principles. 
And cooperators are strongly con¬ 
scious of the tradition that began a 
hundred years ago when the twenty- 
eight jobless weavers of Rochdale, 
England, pooled their savings (one 
pound apiece) and started the first 
successful consumers’ cooperative 
store. With the twenty-eight pounds 
the Equitable Society of Rochdale 

Pioneers rented a warehouse, bought 
a small supply of flour, sugar, butter, 
and oatmeal, and hired a store man¬ 
ager. The enterprise now has over 
45,000 members, over half a million 
pounds in capital, and the principles 
of the Pioneers have been followed 
by tens of thousands of cooperative 
societies in every country in the 
world. They may be summed up: 

Four Points 

(1) Membership shall be open to 
all except those known to be inimical 
to the purposes of cooperation. 

(2) Control shall be democratic— 
one vote per member regardless of 
the number of capital shares he holds. 

(3) Returns on capital shall be 
limited (Cooperative shares do not 
fluctuate with earnings.) Dividends, 
usually called “interest,” are never 
ahpve 8 per cent, usually 4 or 5 per 
cent. 

(4) After allowance for reserves 
and education, savings shall be dis¬ 
tributed to patron-members on the 
basis of the amount that each bought 
or sold. 

Other Principles 
The cooperative movement is based 

on these four fundamentals. The 
supplemental principles of Rochdale, 

including political and religious neun 
trality, expansion only out of savings, 
and continuous education of members 
in cooperative practice, have some-: 
times been forgotten or modified. Co¬ 
operatives, through their federations 
and national councils, maintain lob¬ 
byists in Washington just as corpor¬ 
ations do through their trade associa¬ 
tions. Many cooperators believe that 
certain marketing co-ops in this coun¬ 
try (particularly the Farmers Union 
Grain Terminal Association of Min¬ 
neapolis) have taken so much finan¬ 
cial help from the government, 
through the Farm Credit Administra¬ 
tion and the Banks for Cooperatives, 
that they are no longer politically in¬ 
dependent; and that some have grown 
set in their ways and lost close co¬ 
operative touch with their members, 
allowing the “hired managers” to be¬ 
come the dictators of policy and prac¬ 
tice. There are suspicions that some 
marketing cooperatives have entered 
into monopolistic combination with 
private companies. The reputation of 
these few may endanger all the oth¬ 

ers. 
No Cause for Concern 

So long as cooperatives were 
struggling little groups of idealists 

(Turn to Page Fourteen) 

$5,000,000,000 Business 

Definition 

Four million members of 10,000 
U. S. farm cooperative societies did 
$5 billion worth of business in fiscal 
1943-44. In that same year Cali¬ 
fornia cooperative orange growers 
paid $11 million for the lumber town 
of Westwood (population 3,500), 
complete with city hall, jail, sawmill, 
box factory, and 100,000 acres of 
timberland, thereby acquiring a new 
source of wood for packing cases for 
Sunklst citrus fruits. The farmer- 
members of the Consumers Coopera¬ 
tive Association of Kansas City add¬ 
ed sixty-eight producing oil wells to 
the 294 they already owned. The 
Dairymen’s League completed plans 
for a $650,000 milk plant in New 
York City. Southern States Cooper¬ 
ative paid $300,000 for the Richmond, 
Virginia, Trust Building. And New 
York’s Cooperative Grange League 
Federation Exchange gave Cornell 
University $200,000 for its School of 
Nutrition. 

Voluntary cooperation had become 
an important form of free enterprise 
in the U. S. 

Voluntary cooperation is the free 
joining together of individuals temper- 
form for themselves any economic 
function that would otherwise be per¬ 
formed for them for a profit or not be 
performed at all. Individuals may 
cooperate to produce goods or farm 
products, to sell those goods or prod¬ 
ucts, to buy producers' supplies, to 
buy consumers’ goods. Although co¬ 
operatives for production, formed to 
own and run farms or industries, ex¬ 
ist in some Latin countries, they have 

unsuccessful in the U. S. And 
L- i consumers’ cooperatives, for all 
their ambitions, are not yet an im¬ 
portant factor in the economy. Al¬ 
most all U. S. cooperation, therefore, 
is in the field of exchange, and most 
of it is carried on by farmers. The 
purchasing of farm supplies—feed, 
seed, fertilizer, gasoline, eta. — ac¬ 
counted for almost $1 billion last 
year, a fifith of all U. S. cooperative 
business; the marketing of farm pro¬ 

AFTER 30 YEARS’ SERVICE 
A low flying bomber in California took down 

a span of A.C.S.R. line, which had been in 

continuous service for thirty years. Labora¬ 

tory examination of this thirty-year-old cahle 

resulted In the report “Good as new”. 

Dependability is an outstanding char¬ 

acteristic of Aluminum Cable Steel Re¬ 

inforced. More than a million miles sold 

by Alcoa for rural and hi-lines are evidence 

of this fact. 

Planning to huild new lines or extend 

old ones? Alcoa’s engineers will help you 

select A.C.S.R. having desired character¬ 
istics. ALUMINUM COMPANY OF AMERICA, 

1876 Gulf Building, Pittsburgh 19, 

Pennsylvania. 
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Co-op Members’ Faith In Generating 
Plant Is Well-Founded At Winchester 
Alter 8 Years a 
Larger Capacity 
Heeded for Load 

A few miles south of Winchester 
on state highway 106 stands the only 
power generating plant in Illinois 
owned and operated by an REA elec¬ 
tric cooperative. 

Just to the right of the front door 
leading into the immaculately clean 
office there is a bronze placque which 
tells clearly and concisely the reason 
why this generating plant exists and 
to what high purpose it was originally 
dedicated in July, 1938, when its huge 
Diesel turbines first turned over. 

The placque reads: 
“To advance the position of 

agriculture, to enrich the life of 
the community, to free men and 
women from the heavy drudgery 
of the home and farm, this gen¬ 
erating plant was erected in co¬ 
operation with the Federal Gov¬ 
ernment, by farmers of the neigh¬ 
borhood to whom it supplies the 
limitless service of electricity.” 
And since that summer day in 

1938 the generating plant of Illinois 
Rural Electric company of Win¬ 
chester has been serving the pur¬ 
pose to which it was dedicated and 
has furnished the “limitless service of 
electricity” to the members of the 
REA cooperative in the Scott County 
area. 

Reliable Power Source 

In its more than eight years of 
operation the Winchester plant has 
been shut down a total of 75 minutes 
In five and ten-minute periods except 
for a single hour one time between 
1 and 2 o’clock in the morning when 
the power was deliberately interrupt¬ 
ed while the crew changed the oil 
In the plant’s circuit breakers. Not a 
single complaint was registered by 
members, however, because the de¬ 
mand load was low and most of those 
along the co-op’s lines were fast asleep 
In bed. 

With courageous belief in the future 
of their cooperative, the members of 
Illinois Rural Electric company con¬ 
tracted for the plant and assumed 
the heavy indebtedness of its cost 
when only 600 members were avail¬ 
able as consumers. Their faith in the 
future of their cooperative was well 
founded, time proved, because today 
3550 members, four grain elevators, 
some 300 schools and the village of 
Rockport with its population of 500, 
enjoy the benefits of the plant’s elec¬ 
tric power. 

Construction of 146 additional 
miles of line to serve 386 farm¬ 
steads is In the advanced plan¬ 
ning stage and by March the 
power needed for present and an¬ 
ticipated users is expected to 
reach the 1200-ldlowatt capac¬ 
ity of the three 400-kilowatt 
Diesel units now In operation. 
To meet this anticipated increase 
and to provide for assured future 
growth the plant building will 
soon be enlarged to accomodate 

vo new 1050-kilowatt units, one 
which will be installed in the 

ng and the other when genera- 
lon requirements warrant. This 

will give the plant a 3300-kilowatt 
capacity. 
With its own generating plant the 

co-op is not affected by many of the 
difficulties which affect REA coopera¬ 
tives which must depend upon outside 
sources. Being in the area it serves, 
the Winchester co-op plant is free 
of worry over storms or other condi¬ 
tions which damage incoming feeder 
lines and it is not compelled to suffer 

DAILY LOAD CURVE 
 7tli»»ats Rami EAectHc Co, 

l r *3 

THE DAILY LOAD CURVE at the generating plant tells a story of 
activities on the farms of REA co-op members served by the Illinois Rural 
Electric company. This is a Monday’s chart showing that washing machines 
were started at 6 o’clock and were really busy throughout the area by a few 
minutes before 8 o’clock when the peak dropped off while the women hung 
their clothes out to dry. Most noon meals were started shortly after 11 
o’clock and were off the stove a few minutes before the clock's hands were 
straight up. Until 4 o’clock the demand for electricity dropped down but 
when chores were started, with the accompanying use of electricity for water 
pumps, milkings machines, house and barn lights and the kitchen stove again, 
the load soared almost to the top of the chart before tapering off as folks 
played their radios, sat under their reading lamps, and finally began turning 
off the lights and going to bed. The man at the generating plant knows when 
brooders are on and a cold snap warns him to expect a sudden increase in 
the demand load just as on pleasant Saturday nights he observes that the 
farmers stayed in town later than on nights when the weather is rainy 
or cold. 

DRIVING INTO WINCHESTER from the south, motorists along state 
highway 106 pass the only REA-cooperative owned generating plant in Illi¬ 
nois, source of power for the 3550 members of the Illinois Rural Electric 
company in the Scott County area. A Diesel-turbine plant, the huge fuel oil 
storage tank can be seen with the steps leading into the generating room in 
the background. 

THREE DIESEL GENERATORS look like this from the top where 
the camera caught Chief Engineer Harry F. Collins as he read an operations 
chart while climbing around the cat-walks which lead to the upper parts of 
the maze of machinery capable of producing 1200-kilowatts of electricity. 

outages of many hours duration due 
to trouble beyond its control on 
wholesale transmission lines. 

Low Power Costs 

Power costs too, are extremely 
favorable compared with the price 
paid by REA cooperatives supplied by 
utilities. The plant has operated at a 
cost which has permitted satisfactory 
amortization of its indebtedness and 
furnished power at rates generally 
lower than those enjoyed by many 
other REA co-ops. 

Through a reciprocal arrangement 
completed by Manager Stanley R. 
Paris with the municipal generating 
plant at Jacksonville, co-op power can 
be supplied to the municipality and, 
if needed, the municipality can switch 
over to carry the co-op load. This 
stand-by capacity was made avail¬ 
able several months ago and may 
prove extremely valuable during the 
installation of the new 1050-kilowatt 
unit when the co-op plant is under¬ 
going alterations and changes in 
hook-up. 

Under average operating conditions 
only two of the Diesel units are used 
during the greater part of each 24- 
hour period, the third being kicked 

into the lines when peak-demand 
requires. Only 60 seconds is needed 
to get power through the switch¬ 
board from the time of starting the 
turbine, Harry F. Collins, chief en¬ 
gineer of the plant, explained. Or¬ 
dinarily the units are not crowded 
against such a minimum of time, he 
pointed out, but in an emergency he 
can put one onto the line in half 
a minute, he estimated. 

Truly it can be said that the plant 
at Winchester is living up to its 
purpose of “freeing men and women 
from the heavy drudgery of the home 
and farm .... by supplying the 
limitless service of electricity." 

ON ITS WAY TO REA CO-OP MEMBERS the power from the 
generating plant is controlled through a huge switch-board shown at the right. 
Manager Stanley R. Paris, Chief Engineer Collins and a plant crew member 
are in the background. 

Enough Said 
Here's the latest reason why pri¬ 

vate power companies would have the 
government curtail further expansion 
of hydro-electric projects. . . 

It is reported that a representative 
of one private power company de¬ 
clared that since power production is SIZE OF THE DIESEL UNITS can be appreciated in this photo of 
about to be revolutionized by atomic Manager Fads (left) and Chief Engineer Collins who are standing near the 
energy, there is no reason j/t^tim^niddle one of the three turbines. These units tvitl seem small when a new 
government should carry unit is added next spring, the first of two such larger turbines 
for future expansion of for the plant. 
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Along the Line 
in ILLIHOIS 

WITH DAVE MUELLER 

Right off the bat we want to make 
clear that we wanted everybody to 
know what P. R. White looked like 
and the story about him on Page 8 
of the last issue was supposed to have 
his picture with it. 

Mr. White is the new bookkeeper 

at Adams Electric co-op in Camp 
Point and we were right there when 
his picture was taken; that is why we 
were as baffled as anybody when his 
likeness did not come back from the 
photo-finisher with the rest of the re¬ 
sults of the camera aiming. 

Mr. White, you may remember, 
came down to visit his two daughters, 
Mrs. Dale Donly and Mrs. Ernest 
Mealiff, both of whom live on farms 
within ten mills of Camp Point, and 
he stayed on to assume his new duties 
as permanent bookkeeper replacing 
Ben Hughes who took a job as a 
traveling auditor for REA. Mrs. 
White joined her husband and they 
are now, residents of the little town 
Adams; Electric co-op calls head¬ 
quarters. 

Here is Mr. White busy with his 
books: 

* * * 

If you are wondering where we 
found Mr. White's picture, it was in 
Jacksonville! A request for some 
negatives came from Phil J. Dodge of 
the information section of REA and 
we discovered that they were not 
among the files we inherited from 
Editor Gingles. Se we inquired of 
Mrs. Gingles if she had any idea 
v !iere they could be and in her re¬ 
ply she suggested that it might be a 
good idea if the entire file of nega¬ 
tives and prints which we had over¬ 
looked the day we said good-bye to 
Russ, were transferred to his succes¬ 
sor, although she had gone through 
them and learned the negatives Mr. 
Dodge wanted were not in the lot. 

When we called to get the box 
and have a chat with Mrs. Gingles 
she cautioned us not to forget the 
film her husband had left at a local 
photo shop to be finished. Yep, the 
pictures Russ left to be processed in¬ 
cluded those of Mr. White of Camp 
Point! 

* * * 

As much as we enjoyed our chat 
with Mrs. Gingles, we found a great 
share of our attention directed to 
young Jimmy, the infant son of the 
Gingles, who demonstrated his atti¬ 
tude toward newspapers in general 
b v grabbing and tearing the one his 
i ;er held for him, and as often as 
s would pick it up again, he would 
c a gleeful toss back on the 
fi 

Young Gingles is all ready for the 
trip to New York City to join his 
daddy and to make matters easier, he 
is operating on Eastern Standard 
Time so that his feeding and sleep¬ 
ing schedule will not have to be 
changed when he crosses the time 
line. 

Being on his daddy’s time, however, 
works something of a hardship on 
Mrs. Gingles who finds his crack-of- 
dawn insistance on a bottle somewhat 
trying and his lunch, dinner and nap 
schedule out of joint with the clock. 
Jimmy is just an hour early on every¬ 
thing! 

If you’re wondering how Jimmy 
happens to be on Eastern Standard 
Time with his daddy, it all happened 
when the clocks were set ahead after 
war-time was discontinued October 1. 

Now Mrs. Gingles is in a quandary 
whether to leave her young son on 
his present schedule and suffer the in¬ 
convenience of his early hours, but 
have him on a perfect schedule when 
he moves to New York, or to grad¬ 
ually change him over to standard 
time only to have the job to do all 
over again of putting him back on 
an early schedule when he goes to 
die big city. 

As a fellow without a wife and 
family we frankly weren’t much help 
to her trying to decide. But we ll 
bet on Jimmy! 

* * * 

When we rolled into Carthage we 
learned that Manager Leslie Marvel 
of Western Illinois co-op is pretty 
handy when it comes to decorating a 
window and that he and Miss Mary 
Brady had ‘‘done themselves proud" 
in setting up the display being sent 
around by REA to help emphasize the 
advantages of electric power in rural 
areas. 

The attractive display in the co¬ 
op window served to point up the 
importance of utilizing that space in 
all co-ops that have show windows 
because a great many people are 
“window shoppers” and will take 
time to read a message if placed in 
an unusual setting. 

Manager Marvel reported that he 
had received a surprising number of 
compliments over the appearance of 
his window and that people had 
stopped to look at it and to read the 
message it carried. Co-op members 
coming into the office also were at¬ 
tracted to the window and with the 
information it presented, were better 
able to tell the story of REA cooper¬ 
ative power service to those who still 
think of co-ops as just another “light 
company” in the rural community. 

We hope other co-ops will keep 
attractive window displays before the 
public too. Many make use of front 
windows to let others know what 
REA means; more should do so. 

A picture of a window display 
never can do it justice because the 
colors mean a great deal and the ar¬ 
rangement appears distorted from the 
camera angle, but this will give you 
an idea of what Manager Marvel pre¬ 

sented to the people of Carthage at 

Western Illinois co-op. 

Before we left Carthage, however, 
we learned that some REA co-op 
members have a hand in the inter¬ 
national situation. One of the 
staunchest boosters of the Western 
Illinois co-op, Albert Weber of Nau- 
voo, recently sold one of his prize 
Holstein heifers to be shipped to Po¬ 
land along with nearly a thousand 
other blooded animals to help restore 
the herds of that stricken and war- 
torn country. 

The cattle are shipped overseas af¬ 
ter being purchased by the Federal 
Government. They are transported 
in horse boats originally built with 
stalls, but which have had the parti¬ 
tions removed so that four cattle can 
stand where each horse stood. Twen¬ 
ty-one days are required for the trip 
by boat and its costs $125 for each 
animal. Added to the $135 to $150 
paid for the animal itself, it is expen¬ 
sive livestock going abroad. 

The round trip to Europe takes 
two months and more men are needed 
to feed and care for the cattle on the 
journey. Payment is $150 plus all ex¬ 
penses for this work and anyone in¬ 
terested should write to Walter C. 
Van Pappelendam of Warsaw, Illi¬ 
nois, the government cattle buyer in 
charge of the shipments. 

Edwin Weber and his younger 
brother, Paul, sons of Albert Weber 
are shown standing with the 1J^- 
year-old heifer which will soon take 
the boat ride. 

* * * 

We heard the other day about a 
county agent who was trying to point 
out the advantages of scientific farm¬ 
ing to an old fellow who had a repu¬ 
tation for resisting any suggestions 
that he might improve his methods. 
The two men were standing at the 
fence, looking over into the pig pen 
watching the animals slobbering in 
the feed troughs. 

“Just take that feed, for instance,” 
volunteered the county agent, “do 
you realize that if you’d cook it first 
those hogs could digest it in about 
half the time?” 

The farmer looked intently at his 
livestock, then turned to his visitor 
and inquired, 

“Good gosh, brother, what’s TIME 
to a hog?” 

ILLINOIS AND MISSOURI- 
(From Page One) 

bureau. Such a separation, Wickard 
said, would be a grave mistake be¬ 
cause no other organization fully un¬ 
derstands the REA cooperative de¬ 
velopment program. 

In a letter received this week by A. 
E. Becker, state coordinator. Con¬ 
gressman Sid Simpson of the 20th 
District, said he had also protested 
moving REA to Washington and had 
addressed a letter to Secretary of Ag¬ 
riculture Anderson setting forth his 
views in the matter. 

In his letter to the Agriculture sec¬ 
retary, Congressman Simpson en¬ 
closed a copy of a resolution passed 
by the board of directors of Menard 
Electric cooperative at Petersburg 
registering protest over the decision 
to take REA out of St. Louis. Simp¬ 
son expressed to Secretary Anderson 
the hope that “the matter can be 
reconsidered.’' 

In a conversation with Congress¬ 
man Cochran of St. Louis, Simpson 
said he learned that Cochran had ap¬ 
proached President Truman person¬ 
ally and discussed the proposed move 
of REA back to the nation’s capital 
and that the President had indicated 
the decision was final. 

Crowded housing conditions in 
Washington, Simpson pointed out to 
Becker, may postpone that actual 
moving of the agency and the exact 
date of the move was not known. 

produces about 9,000,000 
each year. 

NEWS FROM 
Jo-Carroll 

Elizabeth, 111. 

FLOYD RUBLE, Mgr. 

Here we are again, dropping in to 
say hello, and nary an answer do we 
get. Gosh, things are sure quiet!!! 
Not one soul sent us a word of en¬ 
couragement to tell us they were 
reading our column. One thing sure, 
we won’t have to scour around too 
much for something nobody’s goin’ to 
read anyhow, will we? 

Only 45.4% of our consumers bills 
are paid between the 1st and the 10th 
of the month. Most Co-op’s bills must 
be paid before the 10th to avoid pen¬ 
alties. If 75% of the bills to mem¬ 
bers is paid by the 10th the Co-op. 
can pay its bills without penalties. 

Help raise the figure from 45.4% 
to 75% paid before the 10th By 
helping to do this those who are now 
paying after the 15th will actvally 
save money, because you have 5% 
added to your bill after the 15th. 

During a recent month $81.66 was 
the total paid by members as penal¬ 
ties. By paying early in the month 
to avoid this penalty, an average of 
29c would be saved. The average 
bill is $5.86; if 29c were saved, 12 
more kilowatt hours could be consum¬ 
ed for this 29c which now goes for 
penalty. 

Why not pay Before the 10th and 
use 12 more kilowatts for the same 
money? 

Annual Meeting 
The annual meeting of the Jo-Car¬ 

roll Electric Cooperative, Inc., will be 
held on November 15th this year. In¬ 
dividual notices will be sent to all 
members within the next few weeks. 
Reserve November 15th for this meet¬ 
ing. 

Operating Statistics 
KWH purchased  94,320 
KWH Sold  76,307 
Connected Consumers 752 
Miles Energized   X7J 
Density per mile  1.99 
Months of Operation  63 
Total number billed  739 
Average bill  $5.67 

Honor Roll for October 
The first 25 meter cards to come in 

this month were from: Art Beyer, 
Henry Klopf, Harry Handel, Marvin 
Koester, Amos Reed, Jos. Haas, Ed¬ 
ward Krug, Massbach Cheese Co., Joe 
Artman, Wilmer Wurster, Joe Ertmer, 
Edwin Endress, Oscar Krug, Herman 
Krug, Glenn R. Virtue, L. V. B. Atz, 
George Kirchner, John Cook, Clinton 
Rowe, Ivan McGinnis, Arthur Virtue, 
Victor Anderson, Orville Virtue, 
Theodore Polhill and John A. Reusch. 

The first 25 members to pay their 
October 1st bills were: John Cook, L. 
Art Winter, John Hoerz, Carlos H. 
Eacker, Bernard Berlage, Ralph 
Groezinger, Lawrence Meyer, Ben H. 
Eden, Gus Berlage, Howard Virtue, 
Earl Ginn, Ralph Leibert, John W. 
Rath, Adolph Ostendorf, Elmer 
Plosch, Oscar Groezinger, Wm. Kirk¬ 
patrick, Joseph Wienen, Russell C. 
Wills, Emmett Petitgout, Albert Har¬ 
ing, Ivan McGinnis, Alvin Siedenburg, 
Verne Downs and Nolah Parrot 

Welome New Members 
Ben Wullweber, Galena, 111. 
J. Alfred Zemke, Mt. Carroll, 111. 
Donald Toepfer, Mt. Carroll, 111, 
Knapp School, Massbach, 111. 
Walter Lewis, tenant on the Paul 

Dauphin farm. Savanna, 111. 
New Appliances 

John Zahn, an electric pump jack, 
iron and electric sweeper. 

DeWitt Law, a milking machine. 
A. L. Bourquin, an electric range. 
Roy Kloepping, an iron, washing 

machine and radio. 
Slouborg Bros, an electric range. 
James McCall, electric brooder, 

washing machine and water system. 
Arthur Busch, a milking machine, 

electric pump jack, radio, iron and % 

h, p. motor. 
Elmer Wubben, a cement mixer. 
Louis Bussan, a refrigerator. 
During the month of September 

there were 11 outages compared with 
15 during August. Three of the elev¬ 

en were individual outages, 1 was for 
improvement of service since there 
was a new oil circuit breaker installed 
to replace a 3-shot cutout and one 
was a “convenience” outage when our 
lineman took the wires down so a 
huge stump could be blasted without 
damage to the service. 

Have you any item that might be 
of interest to readers of the Illinois 
REA News? Send them to us and we 
will use them in our column. We’d 
like to know that somewhere in this 
large circulation there are at least a 
couple of people interested in good old 
Jo-Carroll Electric. Even if you hap¬ 
pen to “read it by mistake” we’d be 
glad to hear from you. 

Dog House! 
Say, we can almost get rid of this 

nuisance. We’ve got it down to just 
two measly offenders. With winter 
coming on we won’t guarantee it to 
be the most comfortable quarters, so 
let’s steer dear of it for all time, what 
say???? 

High KWH Users 
Ben H. Eden, 680; Donald Mackay, 

^9; Kenneth Schneider, 635; Emmet 
Petitgout, 604; Neal V. Dauphin, 603; 
August Siemen, 564; L. C. Hessel- 
bacher, 549; Birkbeck Bros., 540; 
W alter Schlichting, 544; Lewrence 
Meyer, 506; John Rogers, 487; Wil¬ 
lis A. Hammer, 483; Harold W. 
Reusch, 474; LaVerle Groezinger, 
471; Lester Dittmar, 455; Mrs. Henry 
Dittmar, 461; James Roche, 443; Zel- 
la C. Corbet, 420; Roscoe Boettner, 
414; Ralph Groezinger, 408; Robert 
C. Carson, 376; Art and Roy Schlicht¬ 
ing, 384; Clifford Dittmar, 328; So¬ 
phie Eden, 343; and Elmer C. Fink, 
340. 

NTEA and Co-ops 
Benefit by Same 

Tax Provisions 
The National Tax Equality Asso- 

dation is making the welkin ring 
with denunciations of agricultural co¬ 
operative associations, because, the as- 
socation says, “they don’t pay in¬ 
come taxes.” 

It might be of interest to REA co¬ 
operatives that the same Internal Rev¬ 
enue Act which exempts farmer and 
REA co-ops from paying income 
taxes also exempts the Natienal Tax 
Equality Association from paying 
taxes. The law contains 19 provisions 
exempting non-profit organizations of 
various types including “educational” 
institutions. (N.T.E.A. has announced 
that it is a nonprofit association lot 
“research and education.") 

The tax equality group claims 
2,000,000 members and as their mem¬ 
bership fee is $50 each, they must 
have quite a tidy sum for “educa¬ 
tion. ’ It would also yield a rather 
sizeable sum if N.E.T.A. had to pay 
taxes too. Then there is something 
to think about in the use of such a 
terrifying stack of money to influ¬ 
ence public opinion. 

Just what is behind the National 
Tax Equality Association’s attack on 
farmer cooperatives? 

The answer is suggested in an edi¬ 
torial recently carried in the Muske¬ 
gon (Mich.) Chronicle. Commenting 
on the names of the Tax Equality 
Association’s board of directors, the 
Chronicle remarked that they “look 
like a list of representatives of the 
principal competitiors of the cooper¬ 
atives.” 

National Calls Regional 
Meeting for Nov. 8th 

The annual meeting of delegates 
from member cooperatives of the Na¬ 
tional Rural Electric Cooperative As¬ 
sociation, Region Five, will be held 
at the Sherman Hotel in Chicago on 
Thursday, November 8. The pro¬ 
gram will include discussion and rec- 
ommendationss to the annual meeting 
of the National association, which it 
being considered tentatively for late 
March or early April, 1946. Director* 
to the National board from Wiscon¬ 
sin, Iowa and Illinois, comprising 
Region Five, will be held at thi* 
meeting, also the regional member of 
the executive committee. 
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Switch Clickers 
Clever Things To Do 

By REA Women 

CROCHETED BAG HAKES FAVORED CHRISTMAS GIFT 

PATTERN LIST 
Christmas on our mind—yes, M 

soon! And it isn't a mite too early ii 
you’re making your own gifts for 
Santa's pack. Our first suggestion# 
appear this month. And next month 
we will have even more timely sug* 
gestions ready for nimble, creativ* 
fingers. 

Please address your requests to 
Val Thoenig, Illinois REA News, 
Petersburg, Illinois. And enclose a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope for 
every four patterns. 

Christmas on Your Mind? 
Crocheted Cock Horses 
Checked Gingham' Dickey 
Four Lamp Shades 
Wool Knit Bags 
Dressy Faille Bag 
Applique Luncheon Set 
Crocheted Aprons 
Crocheted Frog Toys 

These You Sew 
Fall Bag from Remnant 
Velveteen Dirndl 
Household Accessories 
Dressing Tables 
Slip Covers 
New Tricks for Tired Wardrobes. 

These You Crochet 
Place Setting 
Tot’s Sweater 
Lacy Doily 
Hot Plate Mats 
Dinner Cloth 
Bedspread 
Sweater Blouses 
Irish Edging 

These You Knit 
Baby Cap and Sacque 
Baby Booties 
Jacket 
Twin Sweaters 

Ideas for Fun 
October Parties 
Parties for Veterans 
Hostess Hints 
Tricks with Jars 
Hair Ornaments 
Frame It 

Good Homemaking 
Washing and Ironing Guide 
Mending Tricks 
Patterns for Your Figure Type 
Care of Home Furnishings 

Lunchbox Fatigue? 
Nary a Switch Clicker last month 

—and we peered doubly hard in every 
pattern request. We did receive 
some very nice notes—but we do en¬ 
joy your ideas which can be shared 
with all Wisconsin REA women. 
’Course we understand that Septem¬ 
ber and early October are busy times 
for you. 

But—hoping you’ve caught up— 
let’s concentrate on lunchbox ideas 
for next month’s Switch Clickers 
column. What are your favorite 
lunchbox menus—recipes—method of 
packing—surprises, etc? Packing 
lunchboxes can get awfully boring, 
’specially when it’s an everyday job. 
Any ideas for combating that lunch¬ 
box fatigue will be mighty appreciat¬ 
ed. 

Please send your lunchbox ideas 
to Val Thoenig, Illinois REA News, 
Petersburg, Illinois. Jot them down 
on a postcard or tuck them in with 
pattern requests. We’re hoping for 
many ideas, please! 

Treat for October 
Is Sweetpotato Pie 

Apple Betty served with peanuts and sour cream is deliciously different—and is packed with proteins and 
vitamins. 

Apples on the Menu 
Easy to Prepare, Easy on Sugar, Healthful, 
Apple Dishes Are Favorites This Season 

Are you right in the midst of 
apple-picking these days—with bar¬ 
rel! of luscious beauties permeating 
the farm sheds with a pungent, cidery 
aroma? Small wonder we think fall 
the “bestest” time of all the year 
when we bite into a crunchy. Juicy, 
tender-skinned apple. And with the 
fall apple procession starting off to 
market—Baldwins, Jonathans, McIn¬ 
tosh, Greenings, Wealthys, Duchess, 
Winesaps—we can enjoy all our old 
favorites to the hilt. 

You have your "old reliables” we 
know (and we should like to share 
them in our "Switch Clicker" column) 
—but this month we are Including 
some recipes which may give your 
old standbys a run for popularity. 

Surprise the family next Sunday 
with a breakfast of Cornmeal Apple 
Griddle Cakes. And stack the cakes 
high. The family will take seconds, 
thirds—and even fourths. 

Cornmeal Apple Griddle Cakes 
l1/! cups flour 

3 teaspoons baking powder 
1 teaspoon salt 

teaspoon ground allspice 
% cup cornmeal 
1 egg, well beaten 

1% cups milk 
3 tablespoons molasses 
2 tablespoons melted shortening 

% cup chopped sour apples 

Mix and sift flour, baking powder, 
salt, allspice and add cornmeal. Mix 
together egg, milk, molasses and short¬ 
ening. Combine two mixtures and add 
apples. Bake on hot griddle, turning 
once. 

Apple Betty with Peanuts 
Here is an apple recipe with a truly 

different flavor, and it’s a dish packed 
with proteins and vitamins with the 
apple-peanut combination. 

6 apples 8 tablespoons short- 
y± cup water ening 

1/3 cup flour Vi. cup sugar 
1 teaspoon spices % cup peanut butter 

Slice apples. Arrange in a buttered 
baking dish. Add the water. Com¬ 
bine other ingredients. Blend until a 
crumbly mass. Spread over the ap¬ 
ples. Cook in a 375 degree F. oven 
for 45 to 60 minutes. Serve with 

chopped salted peanuts and a pitcher 
of sour cream. 

Apple Crisp Pudding 
4 cups sliced apples 

% cup sugar J teaspoon cloves 
teaspoon nutmeg 
cup honey 
cup shortening 

1/3 cup sugar 
2 eggs 
1 teaspoon vanilla 

1% cups toasted bread cubes 
1% cups corn flakes 
Mix apples with combined sugar, 

spices and honey. Turn into greased 
shallow baking pan. Blend shortening 
and sugar; add eggs and flavoring; 
beat well. Mix with bread cubes and 
corn flakes and spread over apples. 
Bake in a moderate oven (375 F.) 40 
to 45 minutes or until apples are ten¬ 
der and the top is browned. Yield is 
6 servings. 

Old Favorite Apple Dumplings 
2 cups flour 
4 teaspoons baking powder 

% teaspoon salt 
cup lard 

% cup milk 
4 large apples 

% cup sugar 
% teaspoon cinnamon 

melted butter 
Mix ingredients as for biscuit dough. 

Handle as lightly as possible. Roll 
out the dough on a floured towel to 
one-fourth inch thickness. Cover the 
dough with sliced apples, and sprinkle 
over the apples the one-half cup sugar 
and the cinnamon. Roll like a Jelly 
roll and cut into one-inch slice. Makes 
8 slices. Place slices in a buttered 
baking pan. Put one teaspoon melted 
butter over each roll. Bake at 400 F. 
for 20 to 25 minutes. 

Serve Honey Dumpling Sauce over 
the hot slices. Mix 1% cups honey, 2 
tablespoons cornstarch, 1J^ cups wa¬ 
ter, ]4, teaspoon salt, and 1 tablespoon 
butter. Cook until clear and add Yi 
teaspoon vanilla. 

Badger Favorites 
Last fall the Wisconsin Apple In¬ 

stitute and Radio Stations WHA and 
WLBL sponsored an apple recipe con¬ 
test. Hundreds of Wisconsin women 
sent in their favorites—and of 294 ap¬ 
ple pie recipes entered, first place 
went to the Green Apple Pie recipe 

entered by Mrs. E. C. Schilk, West 
Allis. 

Green Apple Pie 
7-8 Duchess apples 

1 cup sugar 
% tsp. salt 
% tap. nutmeg 
I tbsp. lemon juice 

grated rind of lemon 
X tbsp. butter 

Double crust for 9-inch pie pan 
Peel and slice apples; add re¬ 

maining ingredients except butter. 
Place in unbaked pastry shell and dot 
with butter. Arrange upper crust over 
apples. Bake at 450 degrees for 15 
minutes, then reduce to 350 degrees 
and finish baking for 30 to 45 minutes 

Apple Main Dish 
The judges awarded Mrs. Warren 

Nelson, Prairie du Sac, first prize for 
her hearty apple dish—a real rib- 
sticker for cold weather. 
1 large tart apple per person (Greenings) 
1 large sweet potato per person 
3 thin slices Canadian Bacon per person 
(or any smoked meats, bacon, porklinks) 
Salt, butter, brown sugar, 1 Tsp. per apple 

and cinnamon. 
Core apples and slice into rings 

without peeling. Peel sweet potatoes 
and slice into circles. Line baking 
dish with apple rings. Fill dish with 
alternate layers of potatoes, bacon and 
apples, putting apple rings on top. Put 
butter, cinnamon and salt on top. 
Cover and bake at 350 until all is 
tender when tried with a fork. 

At least once this Fall, make a 
sweetpotato pie. It’s a hearty dessert 
that satisfies vigorous appetities on 
crispy, clear days. Serve it plain, 
with whipped cream, or sprinkled with 
chopped walnuts. You’ll find it most 
appreciated when the rest of the meal 
is slim going. 

2 tablespoons melted fat 
% teaspoon salt 
% cup corn sirup or sugar sirup 
% cup orange juice 
1 teaspoon grated orange rind 
2 cups mashed sweetpotatoes 
1 or 2 eggs, separated 
% cup milk 
Add fat, salt, sirup, orange juice 

and grated rind to the hot mashed 
sweetpotatoes. Add beaten egg yolks 
and milk. Beat well. Fold in stiffly 
beaten egg whites. Pour this mixture 
into a 10-inch baked pie shell. Bake 
in a moderate oven 30 to 40 minutes 

Make a bag of heavy fabric, like 
a shoe bag, and hang on the inside 
of a door as a storage place for pan 
lids. It must be fastened securely on 
all four corners. 

Most Appliances Will Be 
On Market by Spring 

F. M. Mitchell, director of WPB’s 
consumer durable goods division, has 
pointed out that most household ap¬ 
pliances will return to civilian mar¬ 
kets in volume by next spring. Vac¬ 
uum cleaners, washing machines, 
irons, and alarm clocks should make 
their appearance in stores this fall. 

Try waxing your curtain rods and 
poles. Curtains will slide on them 
easily. 

Use colorless nail polish ts^jjaint 
over labels on bottles 
chest Then they are ea 

Scissors Preferred 
Kitchen scissors are preferred to a 

knife for such jobs as dicing celery, 
green peppers, or trimming fish and 
cubing meat. With scissors the work 
goes faster, and one’s fingers are out 
of harm’s way. 

Crocheting your way through the Christmas gift list? Then you will 
wish to include this handsome handbag crocheted of knitting worsted which 
blends so perfectly with woolly coats and tweed suits. Its button-tab clos¬ 
ing, shoulder strap, and novel stitch are fashion-wise features. Directioni 
for crocheting Shoulderstrap Bag may be obtained by sending a stamped, 
■jglf-addressed envelope to the Womens Editor, Wisconsin REA News, 303 
^■Wilson, Madison, Wis. 
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Clever Sewing Gives New Life 
and Beauty to Scarce Bedding 

When hems are torn and ivorn on your precious sheets, pillowcases, and 
blankets, add fresh borders from cotton remnants and colorful feed sacks. 
Apptiqued designs do a magnificent job of "hiding” mends and rents. 

Wartime shortages have taught us 
to pamper our sheets, pillowcasis, 
and blankets. And many house¬ 
wives will carry this money-saving 
habit right on through peace-time 
years. At present, it’s still a necessi¬ 
ty—because if you’ve looked in the 
bedding departments of your local 
Stores you have probably found that 
linens and blankets just aren’t to be 
found in abundance. It will probablv 
be at least several more months be¬ 
fore we can go confidently to a store 
and order “Two pair of 108-inch 
length sheets, please!" 

If your bedding is worse for age 
and constant launderings, here are 
some ideas for perking up its woe-be- 
gone appearance. A few pieces of 
material, a little time spent at your 
aewing machine—and you can make 
your sheets more attractive than they 
tyere when new. First, get the “rem¬ 
nant-habit.” Whether it’s a mere 
one-fourth yard or a two-yard piece, 
those cotton remnants can give new 
life and beauty to your worn sheets, 
pillow cases, and blankets. As little 
as two yards of contrasting gailv 
printed cotton can work salvage ma¬ 
gic with the hems of four sheets. 
Flower sprigged, striped and checked 
cottons, printed percale,—all may be 
Used to add attractive borders and 
trims or in making span-new pillow 
cases. 

New Borders—New Beauty 

Replacing hem borders on sheets 
and pillowcases is one of the simp¬ 
lest stitching jobs than can be 
achieved on your sewing machine. 
Depending entirely upon the amount 
of replacement that’s necessary, the 
borders may range in depth from 
four to eleven inches. A wider bor¬ 
der is more practical when the dam¬ 
age has gone beyond the original 
hemline. If the tear has occurred 
only in the line of hem stitching, cut 
away the hem and re-attach the new 
border with ladder stitch fagoting. 
Yards and yards of such fagoting can 
be made in less than an hour with the 
aid of the sewing machine's fagoter 
attachment and a single ball of pearl 
cotton. 

Old Sheets Have Many Uses 

Even the sheet which has ripped 
down the center has many salvage 
possibilities. Cut the sheet into two 
pieces—then attach the salvage sides 
together as a center seam. Trim the 
ragged side edges and re-hem. Use 
an edge stitcher attachment to 
achieve a firm, smooth edge. If you 
don’t want to take chances on the 
weaker center seam, transform your 

j worn sheet into cot or crib sheets, 
j blanket covers, sport shirts, aprons, 
i or one of the many other household 

items you may need. 

New Bindings for Blankets 

Add new beauty and new life to 
your blankets by replacing their worn 
c-d torn bindings with new chintz 
bindings. Replacement borders may 
range in depth from three to five 
inches. Plain, printed or striped 
chintze or any other high-twist, cot¬ 
ton fabric are excellent—and durable 
choices. The border may be applied 

, on the straight of the material or on 
the bias. If you like to experiment 
but would like expert help, do not 
hesitate to consult with instructors at 
your local sewing center and your 
county agent. 

Often when you remove old blan¬ 
ket bindings you will find slight rip¬ 
ples appearing along the edges of the 
blanket. If you use the straight of 
the material, it is necessary to “ease 
in” this fullness as you stitch along. 
“Easing” is not necessary, if you work 
with bias folds. 

These Games Are 
Fun on Hallowe’en 

Most fun for Hallowe'en parties are 
group games in which everybody en¬ 
ters. And here are some that will 
make your spook party at home, 
school, or church really fun. 

Pumpkin Plunk Ls a game that tests 
your aim. Boys and girls, both en¬ 
joy it. Before the party, hang pump¬ 
kin cutouts of various sizes in a row 
across one end of the room. Mark 
each with a different number—5, 10. 
15, 20. Players then will form two 
teams and take turns throwing a ball 
at the pumpkins, scoring according to 
the numbers on the pumpkins which 
they “plunk.” If pumpkin cutouts are 
not available, cut them from card¬ 
board and cover with orange crepe 
paper. Or use garden pumpkins with 
jack-o-lantern faces. 

Skull Ball—Players form a circle. 
A player stands in the circle and is 
called the witch. Someone in the 
circle has a ball painted to look like 
a skull. At the starting signal the 
skull is passed around or across the 
circle rapidly. If the one in the cen¬ 
ter catches the ball while it is in the 
air, the one who threw It becomes 
the witch and takes the witch’s place 
in the center. If the witch can touch 
the skull while it is still in some play¬ 
er’s hand, that player becomes the 
witch. 

New4 
farm 

Billy The Goat Went Spooking 
But He Really Didn’t Want To ftenpoli 

Let’s Go A-Witchin’, Pen Pals 
Just a few more days to THE night 

when witches sail through the air on 
broomsticks, goblins hide behind corn 
shocks and trees, and black cats and 
ghosts are just everywhere! And Pen 
Pals will be busy too on Halowe’en 
—carrying pumpkin jack-o’lanterns, 
wearing scary masks, rapping on win¬ 
dows. In next month’s Pen Pal 
column, let’s write letters telling what 
we did on Hallowe’en. And we’ll 
see which Pen Pal had the spookiest 
time. Send your letter to Val Thoenig, 
Junior News, Illinois REA News, 303 
E. Wilson, Madison, Wis. 

★ * * 

Dorothy Collects China Ducks 
I am 5 feet tall. I have blonde hair 

and blue eyes. I am in the seventh 
grade. I am 11 years old. My birth¬ 
day is February 28. 

My hobby is collecting china ducks 
and riding a bicycle. 

Please write, Pen Pals.—Dorothy 
Ann Banks, Shelbyville, 111. 

* * * 

Cowboy Songs Are Wanda’s Hobby 
I am 17 years old, 5 feet, 7 inches 

tall. I have blonde hair and blue 
eyes. I like any sport. My hobby is 
collecting cowboy songs. Everyone 
write!—Wanda Lee Cummers, RR 2, 
Benton, 111. 

* * * 

Ethel Wants Pen Pals 
I am 10 years old and in the fifth 

grade. I have light brown hair and 
blue eyes. My birthday is June 24. 

I have four brothers and no sisters. 
I like to read, play with dolls, and 
ride horses. I want you please to 
write!—Wanda Lee Summers, RR 2, 
terson, Keenes, 111. 

* # * 

China Shoes Are Yvonne’s Hobby 
I am in the fourth grade at school. 

There are 15 in my school. I am 9 
years old, and my birthday is on Aug. 
25. I have light brown hair and blue 
eyes. I collect china shoes. Also, I 
like to ride a bicycle. . — Yvonne 
Banks, Shelbyville, 111. 

* ♦ * 

Grace Mae Reads Every REA News 
I am 11 years old. My birthday is 

December 1. I am 5 feet, 1 inch tall. 
I am in the eighth grade. I have 
blonde hair and blue eyes. 

I read every issue of the Illinois 
REA News. We have our lights, 
toaster, iron, washing machine, sew¬ 
ing machine, refrigerator, electric 
mixer, radio, emery, and a clock 
which turns on the lights in the hen 
house. All are electric and help us 
very much. 

My hobbies are riding a bicycle 
and reading. I will answer every 
letter from girls and boys who write 
me.—Grace Mae Bruce, Wayne City, 
111. 

* * * 

Fill Up Betty Lea’s Mailbox 
I am 14. My birthday is August 4. 

I have dark brown hair and blue 
eyes. I am almost 5 feet tall. Please 
write to me. I will answer all letters. 
—Betty Lea Smith, RR 4, McLeans- 
boro, III. 

* * * 

Mary Helen Rides Horses 
I am 8 years old and in the third 

grade. I have brown hair and eyes. 
My birthday is Sept. 18. I have two 
sisters and one brother. 

I like to play, ride a bicycle and a 
horse. I want a lot of pen pals—both 
boys and girls.—Mary Helen Free¬ 
land, Keenes, 111. 

Billy Goat was a very naughty 
goat. Just ask Farmer Wallace or 
Mrs. Wallace or Jack Wallace. Each 
said so. Billy’s fault was his awful 
temper. And when he got mad, just 
stay out of his reach. The angrier 
he became, the more he stamped his 
feet and bucked. The more he would 
lower his head and the harder he 
would butt. 

Everybody warned Billy, that his 
bad temper would get him into double. 
But Billy'only answered with a sassy. 
“Baa, I can take care of myself. Just 
leave me alone!” 

And then one day, Billy Goat did 
something very bad. Mrs. Wallace 
had hung her freshly washed sheets 
on the clothes line when along came 
Billy. Yum! How good those sheets 
looked to Billy. He stopped to nibble 
the hem. He chewed and chewed. 
Soon there was a big hole in Mrs. 
Wallace’s best sheet. 

“Shoo! You bad goat,” cried Mrs 
Wallace as she ran out of the house 
“You have ruined my sheet. O! 
You wicked goat. How I wish I 
could sell you. All you do is cause 
trouble.” 

Billy kicked up his heels and gave 
a sassy “Baa.” Then he pranced off 
in an angry huff. He was so mad. 
Yes, sirree. Billy would show them 
No one could talk to him that way 
He would go down to the corn field 
and butt over every one of Farmer 
Wallace's corn shocks. 

Now. it so happened that Hal¬ 
lowe’en was that very night. But 
Billy the Goat didn’t know that. 
Down in the corn field Jack White 
was carving a jack o’lantern out of 
a big golden pumpkin. Watching 
him was Tom the big, black cat and 
Hoot the Owl. All three looked up 
when they saw the angry goat run¬ 
ning toward them. 

“Look out! Here comes Billy 
Goat. I’ll hide behind this com 
shock,” said Jack. 

On rushed Billy the Goat, his head 
lowered, ready to butt over every 
corn shock. And then he saw the 
big carved pumpkin head. 

“What are you?” baa'ed the Goat. 
“I’m the scarry Hallowe’en pump¬ 

kin. Tonight I’m going spooking," 
answered the jack o’lantem. 

“Ho, ho, you couldn’t scare any¬ 
thing. I’m Billy the Goat with the 
awful temper. I’ll butt you t<- 
pieces!” 

Can you guess what Billy did? He 
butted his head at the pumpkin— 
and his head went right into the 
pumpkin opening. And smack or 
Billy’s head the jack o’lantern stuck 
No matter how hard the goat tossee 
his head, the pumpkin would no 
come off. 

Up and down the corn field, racec 
the bad goat—the pumpkin tossine 
and jumping as the goat tossed anc 
jumped. Tom the black cat and Hoo 
the Owl laughed so they almost fel 
off the corn shock. Jack Whit- 
laughed so he could hardly talk. 

' Look at Billy the wicked Hal 
lewe’en goat!” laughed Jack. 

“Come,” meowed Tom the Cat k 
Hoot Owl, “Let’s join Billy in hi; 
spooking.” 

The cat and owl leaped on the 
goat s back. And no matter hov 
hard the goat bucked he could not 
shake off his unwelcome passengers 

“Meow, meow,” howled the cat., 
sticking his black tail straight up ii 
the air. 

“Whooo, whooo," screeched tht 
owl. 

Billy Goat was getting tired fron 
his leaping, bucking, and running 
And he couldn’t see with the pump 
kin on his head. He began to fee’ 
sorry for himself. 

“Please, take this pumpkin off 
head,” cried the goat. 

“You put it there,” laughed Jack 
Don t blame us for your temper.” 

“Please, take it off,” cried th< 
goat. I will never lose my temper 
again. I promise. I will never but- 
or stamp or be sassy. I will ever 
tell Mrs. Wallace I’m sorry that 1 
chewed her sheet.” 

“Shall we take it off?” Jack asked 
Tom the cat and Hoot the owl. 

“We think he means it,” they 
agreed. So Jack grasped the pump- 
kin and pulled hard. Off it came 
with a thud. And there stood Billv 
the Goat—quiet and meek. 

Billy Goat would never lose hk 
temper again—because this time he 
almost lost his head. 

Billy the Goat was so angry that he butted his head at the pumpkin— 
and his head went right into the pumpkins opening. Smack on Billy’s head 
the jack o’ lantern stuck. 
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REGIONAL MEETING DISCUSSION 

SUPERSTITION PLAYED NO PART in the discussions at the re¬ 
gional meeting in the Hotel Dunlap, Jacksonville, the evening of October 1, 
despite the [act there were 13 at the conference table presided over by E, 
Clyde Lewis. Representing Adams Electric co-op. Camp Point; Illinois 
Rural Electric company, Winchester; and Menard Electric co-op, Petersburg, 
were left to right, Roy McCaskill, G. F. Vollbracht, Roy L. Sharrow, Dean 
L. Searls, E. Clyde Lewis, A. E. Becker, Fred E. Darr, Homer T. Brown, 
Lewis Barnes, John Sargent, Stanley R. Paris and Archie Zook. Mr. Sharrow 
and Mr. Farris are too well covered to be seen in this unposed photo taken 
during the deliberations. 

NEWS FROM 
Menard 
Petersburg, 111. 

A. E. BECKER, Mgr. 

METER CARDS 
All members are urged to Please 

Cooperate and read their meter on the 
date indicated on their Cooperative 
Calendar. Mark the reading on the 
stamped card attached to the calendar 
for that purpose and Mail the same 
day. Thanks! \ 

NEW APPLIANCES 

Information received here at your 
Cooperative office indicate limited 
quantities of electrical appliances in¬ 
cluding irons, washers, ranges and ra¬ 
dios will be available for Decem&r 
purchase from your Appliance dealer. 

Many dealers now have on display 
a single washer, range or vacuum 
cleaner and are taking orders for 
these appliances, delivery to be made 
as shipments are received. 

If you contemplate the purchase of 
an electrical appliance this year it will 
be well to place your order with your 
dealer now and get in line for its de¬ 
livery when it becomes available. 

DIRECTORS MEET 
Members of your Board of Direc¬ 

tors held their regular monthly meeting 
at the Cooperative Office Thursday 
evening, October 11, 1945. Those in 
attendance were President Henry B. 
Colby, Secretary-Treasurer, W. H. 
Montgomery, Directors Ben H. Cave, 
E. C. Lewis, C. Nelson Worner and 
Archie Zook. Manager A. E. Becker 
and Attorney Arthur W. Lilienstein 
were also present. 

SAFETY AWARD 

Attention is directed to an item 
printed in this issue of the Illinois 
REA News indicating that your Co¬ 
operative has received national recog¬ 
nition in the Small Fleet Contest spon¬ 
sored by the National Safety Council. 
Employees responsible for the winning 
of this award are: A. E. Becker, Harry 
A. Houseworth, Robert McLean, Guy 
Sanford, Ray Logan, George L. Davis 
and Fred E. Darr. 

SGT. ALBERT HINRICHS 
Sgt. Albert Hinrichs spent most of 

his 30 day furlough following his recent 
return from overseas duty, renewing 
acquaintances. Sgt. Hinrichs was em¬ 
ployed as line foreman until his en¬ 
listment in the U. S. Signal Corps. 
Now that the war is over, the Sgt. 
is anxious to get busy building REA 
lines again. Albert has been on leave 
of absence from his work as line fore¬ 
man while serving in the armed forces. 

POLES FOR SALE 
There was a fine response to the 

notice in the September issue of the 
“News” that your Cooperative had 
secured 200 22 foot treated poles for 
sale f. o. b. the pole yard at Peters¬ 
burg at $4.50 each. 

There are a number of them still on 
hand. If you need one or more send 
in your order at once. Orders will 
be marked and poles held for a lim¬ 
ited time until you can arrange to get 
them. These poles are O. K. for 
building extensions between buildings 
or running a line to your stock pump. 
COMMUNITY CLUB PROGRAMS' 

Requests for your Cooperative to 
furnish programs in connection with 
Community Club and Civic meetings 
this fall have been greater than ever. 
During September and October 20 
programs were presented to 1950 per¬ 
sons representing members and friends 
of the Cooperative. Two of the larg¬ 
er groups included the Beck-Commun¬ 
ity party attended by approximately 
400 members and the Get Acquainted 
Party at the New Holland High 
School where approximately 350 mem¬ 
bers and townspeople were present. 

This program service is available to 
Cooperative members who serve as 
members of their respective club pro¬ 
gram committee. Included in pro¬ 
grams made available are sound mo¬ 
vies, and short talks on topics of in¬ 
terest to Co-op members. Many times 
it is possible to secure outside speak¬ 
ers to supplement on these programs. 
In requesting programs please list ■#£ 
least two dates from which one may 

be chosen. Address your requests to 
Fred E. Darr, c/o Menard Electric 
Cooperative, Petersburg, Illinois. Pro¬ 
grams scheduled for the remainder of 
October and November thus far are: 
Oct. 26—Community Meeting, St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, Bath, 111., 
7:30 p. m. 

Oct. 25—Community Club, Fancy 
Prairie, Illinois,, 7:00 p. m. 

Oct. 31—Community Club, Clear 
Lawe School,4 Springfield, 111., 7:00 p. 
m. 

Nov. 2—Tice Community Club. Pe¬ 
tersburg, HI., 7:30 p. m. 

Nov. 17—Sangamon Center School, 
Sherman, 111., 7:30' p. m. 

ATTEND R. E. A. MEET 

Manager A. E. Becker and Line 
Foreman Harry A. Houseworth at¬ 
tended a meeting at the R. E. A. of¬ 
fice, St. Louis, Missouri, October 16th 
and 17th. This meeting was held for 
the purpose of bringing the latest in¬ 
formation on the Safety Program for 
R. E. A. employees sponsored by 
the Illinois REA Safety and Job 
Training Committee and the Rural 
Electrification Administration. Consid¬ 
erable time was also given to mainten¬ 
ance and line construction problems. 
A meeting was held at the Coopera¬ 
tive office with all employees present 
following the return of Mr. Becker 
and Line Foreman Houseworth. Infor¬ 
mation gained at the St. Louis meet¬ 
ing was talked over and discussed by 
the group. 

WICKARD ANNOUNCES 
ALLOCATION OF FUNDS 

DURING FISCAL YEAR 
Administrator Claude Wickard, on 

September 28, announced the alloca¬ 
tion of REA funds for fiscal year 
1946 according to states, totalling 
$100,000,000. This amount represents 
fifty per cent of the total sum made 
available for the current fiscal year. 

The Administrator’s announcement 
also included the number of farms in 
the nation without central station 
electric service on July 1 of this year, 
according to states, and the total for 
the country of 3,371,189. 

Listed according to unelectrified 
farms and fiscal year loan allocations 
are the following mid-west states: 

Wisconsin 62,285 farms—$1,847,- 
568; Illinois 90,639 farms—$2,688,636; 
Iowa 84,718 farms—$2,513,001; Min¬ 
nesota 104,851 farms—$3,110,208. 

Loses Topsoil 
According to soil conservationists, 

New York state farmland, on the 
average, has lost more than half of 
its original topsoil since it was 
cleared. 

About 768 million hybrid seed com 
tassels will need to be pulled in 
Illinois during 1945 to produce the 
expected 80,000 acres of hybrid seed. 
With an average of 4,000 hills to the 
acre, after the male tassels are de¬ 
ducted—as these are not pulled—a- 
b«it 9,600 tassels per acre remain to 
be pulled. 

TWO ILLINOIS CO-OPS 
HAVE PERFECT SCORE 

IN SAFETY CONTEST 
Two Illinois REA cooperatives fin¬ 

ished with perfect records in the small 
fleet division of the 14th national 
safety fleet contest conducted by the 
commercial vehicle section of the Na¬ 
tional Safety Council, according to a 
report just released. 

Mileage figures prepared by the 
statistical division of the Council in¬ 
dicate that truck fleets operated by 
Menard Electric cooperative, Peters¬ 
burg, and Wayne-White Counties 
Electric cooperative, Fairfield, were 
driven over 410,000 miles without a 
lost-time accident between July 1, 
1944 and June 30, 1945. 

The percentages in figures shows 
that the Menard co-op finished slight¬ 
ly ahead of the entire field of 48 
fleets in its division with the Wayne- 
White co-op a close second. 

This is a record of which the co¬ 
operatives may be justifiably proud 
and for which Managers A. E. Beck¬ 
er and Owen J. Chaney and the men 
responsible for such safe driving de¬ 
serve to be congratulated. 

WISE PLANNING 
TAKES IN WHOLE 

FARM ENTERPRISE 
A good job of soil conservation re¬ 

quires a plan for the whole farm, not 
just stopping a gully in some partic¬ 
ular field. 

Good soil managment involves 
more than building obstructions of 
various kinds to prevent the soil from 
washing off the surface. It involves 
proper tillage, particularly not work¬ 
ing the soil when it is too wet. It 
also involves liming and crop rota¬ 
tions, including legumes and grasses. 
It includes the application of phos¬ 
phorus and potash where needed. In 
addition the strictly erosion control 
practices, such as contour farming 
and terracing, need to be employed. 

REA Headquarters Will 
Move To Washington 

Clinton P. Anderson, Secretary of 
Agriculture, on September 27 an¬ 
nounced that the offices of the Rural 
Electrification Administration will be 
moved from St. Louis back to Wash¬ 
ington, D. C„ as soon as arrange¬ 
ments for housing the agency in the 
south building of the Department of 
Agriculture can be completed. The 
move may be completed by the end 
of the year. 

According to Secretary Anderson 
the return of REA to Washington 
will make possible greater integration 
of REA in the Department organiza¬ 
tion and program. The agency was 
moved to St. Louis in the spring of 
1942 in order to release office space 
required for emergency war activ¬ 
ities. 

Illinois Agriculture Well Prepared 
To Meet Problems of Postwar Years 

According to the 1000-point survey 
being made nationally by the Agricul¬ 
tural Commission of the American 
Bankers association, the 213,439 farm 
families of Illinois are better prepared 
to meet problems which may arise 
during the first years of peace be¬ 
cause they own substantial savings 
in War Bonds and bank deposits, 
and the inventory value of their crops 
and livestock is generally larger than 
at the end of World War I. 

The survey discloses that the 745 
country banks of~this state are work¬ 
ing closely with their farm customers, 
not only to maintain farm produc¬ 
tion vitally needed in the war-rav¬ 
aged areas of the world, but at thl 
same time to guard against inflation 
and to prepare for a return to normal 
peacetime activities. 

_The American Bankers Association 
national program, “Help Keep Agri¬ 
culture Financially Sound,” aims at 
many benefits for agriculture. 

Its immediate goals are to: (1) 
help farmers build and maintain finan¬ 
cial reserves through the purchase of 
Victory Bonds and planned savings 
in bank accounts: (2) work to pre¬ 
vent a farm land price boom, and 
(3) give all out support to make the 
farm provisions of the GI Bill of 
Rights workable by aiding the return¬ 
ing veteran whose desire, experience, 
and ability, will support successful 
farm operations. 

Illinois Bankers Help 
The Illinois Bankers association is 

active in support of this program, 
which has among other long term 
goals: (a) development of adequate 
banking and credit services for farm¬ 
ers designed to fit the needs of farm 
operations; (b) increasing of farm 
incomes through diversified and well 
balanced production, and (c) improv¬ 
ing and conserving the fertility of the 
soil. 

Each year banks in all of the states 
are rated on the constructive work 
they do in the interest of agriculture, 
and for the past four years Illinois 
banks have brought national recog¬ 
nition to their state by scoring much 
higher than the minimum 1000 points 
necessary to win the coveted award. 

Preliminary reports from the cur¬ 
rent survey, which covers bank ac¬ 
tivity during 1944, show that in that 
year. Illinois country banks served 
143,178 of their farm customers with 
301,809 agricultural loans aggregat¬ 
ing $194,362,000. This was 67 per 
cent of all farmers in the state re¬ 
ported by the 1940 census. 

Great Share Repaid 
Of this total of loans, $91,332,000 

remained outstanding at the begin¬ 
ning of this year. These included 
$21,448,000 loans against crops in 
storage insured with the Commodity 
Credit Corporation, $49,367,000 farm 
production loans, and $20,517,000 
farm real estate loans. 

During the war years sales for 
cash of all agricultural products made 
it necessary for farmers to use much 
credit in financing their operations. 
Banks of the state reported that in 
addition to the $91,180,000 for addi¬ 
tional loans outstanding at the begin¬ 
ning of this year, they had more than 
$452,180,000 for additional loans to 
farmers if there had been a demand 
for additional loans. 

The ample capacity which the 
banks have to meet any probable de¬ 
mand for funds during the coming 
peace years and their ability to ren¬ 
der credit service to agriculture are 
indicated by a special study of figures 
received from a cross section of rep¬ 
resentative country banks in Illinois. 

At the beginning of 1945 the banks 
had deposits of $1,241,110,000, com¬ 
pared with deposits of $274,717,000 
reported December 31, 1929. These 
banks reported current cash assets 
of $339,284,000 compared with $43,- 

967,000 at the top of the 1929 pros* 
perity era. They have United States 
Government securities of $749,499,- 
000 against $29,386,000 in the com¬ 
parable 1929 period. In short, banks 
of Illinois are 88 per cent liquid, com* 
pared with 27 per cent in the previous 
time of national prosperity. 

Land Prices Stable 
Because of the cooperation existing 

between the banks and their farm 
customers, Illinois, at the end of 
World War II had largely escaped 
the ruinious rise in farm land price* 
which brought disaster to many when 
the 1920 boom collapsed. 

Based on 1912-14 average farm 
land prices at 100, average prices arc 
now only 112 per cent, compared 
with 160 per cent at the peak of th« 
1920 boom. While current prices re* 
main conservative when compared 
with those in other comparable agri* 
cultural states, bankers in all section* 
of Illinois fl&ve been active in advis* 
ing farmers of dangers in the present 
situation concerning land speculation. 

At the bottom of the depression in 
1933, the index of average farm land 
prices dropped to 54 and had recov* 
ered to only 72 by 1939. Under thf 
stimulus of war, the index was 104 in 
1944 and the rise in farm land price* 
has continued steadily at more than 
half a point a month. In the 1933 de* 
pression many farmers suffered finan* 
cial disaster as the result of having 
extended themselves to buy more 
high priced land or making improve* 
ments which could not be paid from 
farm income. 

Farm income in Illinois as a wholf 
increased tremendously during th* 
war period and remains high. In 
1944, total cash received from all 
farm marketings and government pay* 
ments aggregated $1,151,000,000. Last 
year the total cash received from 
sale of field crops brought in $371,* 
000,000 and from livestock and live* 
stock products, $741,000,000. In* 
creases were in sales of food graing 
of $24,000,000 and feed grains and 
hay of $189,000,000, while decline^ 
were registered in sales of oil bearing 
crops to $103,000,000 and vegetable* 
of $17,000,000. 

Cash income from sale of cattle and 
calves, hogs, eggs and poultry, and 
sheep and lambs were all slightly b«* 
low the 1943 figures, but dairy pro* 
ducts advanced in value to $139,000,* 
000 compared with $131,000,000 thi 
previous year. 
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Iowa Small Business 
Begins Fight Against 

Co-op Tax Structure 
The first sustained advertising ef¬ 

fort to carry a fight to the publig 
against cooperatives, particularly 
REA cooperatives, has been started 
by the Iowa Small Business Men’| 
Committee, Ninety county seal 
weeklies and small dailies are run* 
ning a test campaign of six quarter* 
page ads, stressing that co-ops don’t* 
but should pay taxes. 

The campaign is directed against 
both state and federal tax inequities 
and has been timed to influence an 
interim legislative group now study* 
ing the state tax structure, with 4 
view of revisions. 

SEND NO MONEY! 
Test Your Own Sight at home with oar $ 5! C 

sSSS. GLASSES as :owas ** ^ 
NEWEST STYLES! 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE Rom- 

If you’re not 100 % satisfied Bsssi iM®** 
with glasses we make for you, we’il re¬ 

fund every cent you pay us. 
CATALOG and SCIEN¬ 
TIFIC Test Chart. Write 

UNITED STATES EYE-GLASSES COS?PANY 
FREE 

1557 Milw, Ave., Dept. A-1R, Chicago, 111. 

LARAMORC and DOUGLASS, Inc. 
ENGINEERS 

Power Plants, Distribution and Transmission Lines 

SYSTEM STUDY SURVEYS 
327 Sooth LaSalle Street, Chicago 4, Illinois 

REA FIELD OFFICE—154 North Market Street, Paxton, Illinois 
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FIRE PREVENTION TOPIC OF DISCUSSION 
ON STATION WLS BY ILLINOIS REA SPEAKER 

Jersey County Boys Make Good as 
Managers of Illinois REA Co-ops 

JUST IN CASE—anybody wonders whether Jersey county ts well 
represented among managers of Illinois REA cooperatives, this photo should 
dispel any further doubts. These three men, all REA co-op managers, are 
also all from Jersey county and former University of Illinois students. 
From left to right they are: Herbert Downey, manager of Tri-County 
Electric cooperative. Mount Vernon; Dean Searls, manager of Adams 
Electric cooperative. Camp Point, and V. C. Kallal, manager of South¬ 
western Illinois Electric cooperative, Greenville. 

PALS ACAIN—VETERAN RETURNS TO 
DAD’S REA-SERVED FARM AT GENESEO 

Speaking over radio station WLS 
Chicago, on the “DinnerbeU” program 
Qatober 9, Horace W. Mulliken, 
|lectriflcation adviser of Illinl Electric 
Cooperative, Champaign, discussed 
$vays and means of keeping fires from 
Itarting as a result of the hazards of 
ilectrical wiring on farms. 

The program, presented as a part 
ef the national Fire Prevention Week 
observance, was conducted in the 
form of an interview between Mr. 
Arthur C. Page, farm program ad¬ 
viser for WLS, and Mr. Mulliken, 
tvho represented the Electric Co- 
Operative Managers Association of 
Illinois, on behalf of Manager New¬ 
ton B. Elliott. 

Pointing out that fires on farms 
last year cost 3,500 lives and con¬ 
sumed $90,000,000 in property, the 
hazards of electrical wiring systems 
Were discussed by Mr. Mulliken as 
follows: 40-    

“Electricity on the farm is entirely 
safe providing certain rules and prac¬ 
tices are followed. It can be danger¬ 
ous, however, and become a real haz¬ 
ard if we become careless in its 
use. Since it is estimated that 85 
per cent of all farm fires can be pre¬ 
vented, it will be worthwhile for us 
to recognize these hazards and as far 
as possible, eliminate them. 

Hazardous Conditions 

“Hazardous conditions may exist 
from automatic equipment, electric 
motors, extension cords, overloading 
of circuits, overfusing of circuits and 
Improper additions to existing wir¬ 
ing. 

“Too many of us are inclined to 
consider the electrical system as per¬ 
manent and never need checking and 
servicing. This is more than we ex¬ 
pect from our farm buildings." 

“Most farmsteads have one or more 
pieces of automatic electrical equip¬ 
ment which because they are automat¬ 
ic, are often neglected. Such appli¬ 
ances as refrigerators, water pres¬ 
sure systems or furnace controls, even 
though automatic, still should have 
occasional checking to make sure 
that all electrical connections are 
tight and that moving parts are clean 
and properly lubricated. 

“Poor electrical connections offer 
resistance to electric current and gen¬ 
erate heat which could start a fire 
if the circuit happens to be fused 
too heavily. 

Overheated Refrigerators 
“If the condenser on a refrigerator 

becomes dirty or clogged with lint, 
the motor will run excessively and 
may overheat. This may sound im¬ 
possible, but I attended a fire in 
Rantoul about four years ago where 
a house burned that was caused by 
an overheated refrigerator. 

“Electric motors on washing ma¬ 
chines, vacuum cleaners or fans also 
may not be cleaned as often as neces¬ 
sary and thus overheat. Extension 
Cords are another frequent source of 
trouble because they are used ex¬ 
tensively around the farm. They are 

only Intended for temporary service, 
but too many times they are kept in 
service for long periods. Not being 
able to withstand such service the 
insulation breaks down and they be¬ 
come dangerous. 

"I believe that the most dan¬ 
gerous and the greatest hazard 
on the electrified farms, however, 
comes from additions or extens¬ 
ions made to the original wiring 
systems by someone who does 
not understand electrical wiring. 

“Wiring installations made 10 
to 20 years ago, with lighting 
as the principal use, are not ade¬ 
quate to take care of the demand 
made upon electricity on the farm 
today. As a result, extensions 
may be added to an already load¬ 
ed circuit and when the fuse fail^. 
to carry the load, a heavier fuse 
is used and then the wire is 
overloaded and overheated. 

“Heat is always to be reckoned with 
in any electric circuit for the amount 
of current consumed determines the 
size of the wire necessary, and the 
size of the wire determines the size 
of the fuse or safety valve to be 
used in that particular circuit. 

Follow Specifications 

“The National Electrical Code of 
Fire Underwriters should be followed 

i and any state or local laws effective 
in the particular locality. 

“The Rural Electrification Ad¬ 
ministration has its own speci¬ 
fications which closely follow the 
National Electric Code and must 
be followed for each installation 
and must pass inspection before 
service is connected. It is a good 
practice to have wiring systems 
inspected every three to five 
years. 
“The National Electrical Code 

specifically limits the size of fuse 
which can be used on each size 
wire. Over-fusing means overheating 
of the wire and this produces a real 
fire hazard. I have seen No. 14 solid 
wires burn in two when accidentally 
pushed together, dropping molten 
copper down on combustible material 
and start a fire—all because the cir¬ 
cuit was over-fused.’’ 

“The 1940 National Electric Code 
specifies the use of Type 5 or non- 
tamperable fuses on all branch cir¬ 
cuits. This will do much to prevent 
over-fusing circuits. Due to the war, 
the enforcement of this rule was 
postponed, but Type 5 or non- 
tamperable fuses SHOULD BE 
USED as soon as possible now that 
the war emergency is over. 

Carelessness a Hazard 

“It has been truly said, “Careless¬ 
ness is only an accident going some¬ 
where to happen!’’ Ninety per cent 
of all HOME fires are caused by 
carelessness—negligence on our part 
in NOT doing the little things that 
would prevent a fire. This is a 
frightful toll to pay for our careless¬ 
ness and yet how many of us have 

not been guilty of it! 
“Not long ago, a farm family in 

Champaign County started to church 
leaving the meat roast in the oven. 
Just before she left, the mother in¬ 
tended to turn the oven control from 
medium heat to off, but accidentally 
turned it on to full heat. When they 
returned the roast was ruined and 
smoke was pouring out of the win¬ 
dows. Some damage was done by 
smoke, but fortunately a fire had not 
yet broken out from this simple, but 
careless act. 

“There are certain danger spots 
on every electrified farm which 
should be given special attention 
to prevent fires. In such places 
as haymows or near grain grind¬ 
ing machinery where inflammable 
dust may exist, the lighting fix¬ 
ture should be a vapor-proof 
type. This consists of a tight fit¬ 
ting heavy glass globe which en¬ 
closes the light bulb and the en¬ 
tire unit is protected from me¬ 
chanical damage by a metal 
guard. 

“If an unprotected light bulb is 
broken where there is inflammable 
dust, an explosion may occur and 
a fire usually follows an explos¬ 
ion of this kind. Explosion proof 
switches and dust proof motors 
would also add safety in such 
dangerous locations. 

Combatting a Fire 

“Everybody knows that the first 
few minutes is the most important 
time in successfully extinguishing a 
fire. Most farms having electrical ser¬ 
vice find a water system a good in¬ 
vestment. In case of fire, it may 
turn out to be an almost invaluable 
investment. 

“With conveniently situated fauc¬ 
ets and a few feet of hose at both 
house and outbuildings, you can get 
a stream of water on that little blaze 
in the vital first three minutes before 
it has time to turn into an uncon¬ 
trollable fire. 

“It is most essential to see that the 
wires which deliver power to the 
water pump DO NOT RUN 
THROUGH that part of the build¬ 
ing likely to be affected by fire which 
could then easily destroy the electric 
service and leave you helpless.’’ 

Provide plenty of shade for hogs 
during hot summer months. 

The end of the war can never erase 
from the memory of Donald Buckley, 
son of John Buckley sr., member of 
Farmers Mutual Electric cooperative 
of Geneseo, the tragic moments he en¬ 
dured during the sneak bombing of 
Pearl Harbor by the Japanese. 

Donald, who had five years of ser¬ 
vice with the army air forces ground 
command in the Pacific before being 
honorably discharged with 108 points, 
is shown above with his two nieces 
and nephew. Bonnie June Buckley is 
at the left, while Jackie Hostert, is 
at the right. Donald is holding Lou- 
rinc Buckley. The Buckley children 
are daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Law¬ 
rence Buckley who reside at the farm,' 
while Jackie is a son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Herman Hostert of Dubuque, Iowa. 
Lawrence Buckley, Mrs. Hostert and 
another brother, John Buckley jr„ 
are also sons and daughters of John 
Buckley sr. 

Wearing battle stars for engage¬ 
ments in some of the roughest island 
conquests in the Pacific, Donald pre¬ 
fers to be called the plain Mister now. 
He recalls that he was in his hunk 
when the Jap attack came on that 
black December 7 and that he and 
his buddies thought the noise from 
the first enemy bombs was caused by 
gunnery practice. Donald says that 

Electric service, provided by 

Southwestern Illinois Electrie coop¬ 
erative of Harrisburg, is credited by 
W. R. Gates with enabling him to lo¬ 
cate his saw mill and lumber company 
in a rural area convenient for his 
customers. 

Mr. Gates serves farmers and mine 
operators in the Harrisburg commun¬ 
ity and has built his saw mill two and 
a half miles from the city so that his 
rural and commercial trade can buy 
what they need without having to 
worry over parking and traffic 
problems. 

Employing twelve to fourteen men, 
he also has his own logging crew 
which cuts and brings to the mill the 
homegrown timber purchased in the 
area. Starting a year ago, the busi¬ 
ness has grown rapidly and a steady 
stream of trucks now brings huge 
logs to the plant to be cut into vari¬ 
ous lumber lengths. 

Rural Youth Centers 
Remain Unorganized 

Recreation centers for youth in 
rural areas have shown little progress 
during war years—so found Prairie 
Fanner in a recent survey of the same 
group of women who recommended 
youth centers as a national policy in 
September, 1943. Reasons given for 
the program’s non-success were — 
(1) lack of adult leadership, (2) lack 
of founds, and (3) lack of facilities. 

Only 28.5 per cent of the towns 
surveyed earlier have established 
youth centers. In 60 per cent of the 
towns, there was talk of establishing 
centers. 

Opinion was split on need of recre¬ 
ation centers—58 per cent of the 
women declared that there has been 
a^- is some delinquency in their 
towns: 42 per cent asserted there has 
never been any serious problems; 
some women declared centers help 
prevent delinquency; others said the 
delinquent child is not reached by cen¬ 
ters. But 69 per cent of the women 
living where there is no center de¬ 
clare they want one so youngsters 
may have a more wholesome environ¬ 
ment. 

the anti-aircraft defenses and pilots 
.who were able to get their ships into 
the air accounted for at least twenty 
enemy planes during the bombing and 
strafing attack. Modest about his own 
personal part in the Pacific island 
campaigns, he does admit that his unit 
underwent some heavy bombing raids 
bv Jap ships, but adds that he was 
“lucky compared with the tough tasks 
given the infantry regiments who took 
the bases in advance of the air ground 
forces,” 

The Buckleys use electricity in 
many ways and like best of all their 
power grain elevator and corn dump; 
electric range, refrigerator and water 
system—used both in the house and in 
the hog feed lot. They operate 400 
acres of land. 

An innovation on the farm is a pre¬ 
fabricated house which is occupied by 
Mr. and Mrs. John Buckley )r„ and 
their daughter, Mary Ellen. Brought 
to the farm in sections, it was set up 
in a comparatively short time. 'The 
electrified dwelling contains two bed¬ 
rooms, living room and bathroom. 
There is a shower in the basement 
which extends under the house. Wat¬ 
er is piped into the house, being 
pumped electrically from the family 
residence about 200 yards away. The 
house contains a modern electrified 
kitchen and features built in cup¬ 
boards, long work bench and electric 
refrigerator. 

Donald, who held the rank of tech¬ 
nical sergeant while in the air corps, 
has two other brothers in service— 
Technician, Fifth Grade, Robert L. 
Buckley and Pfc. Charles L. Buckley. 
Robert is stationed in the Philippines 
and Charles is in Arizona. 

Turn straw stubble under to add 
organic matter to soil and prevent 
erosion. 

Typical of the rural industries 
which have sprung up in the state 
with the aid of electricity, the W. R, 
Gates Lumber company fiends that 
more and more farm buildings are be¬ 
ing constructed each week with home¬ 
grown timber cut at the mill. Home¬ 
grown timber also is being used in 
ever increasing quantities for wedges 
to tighten- uprights in mine shafts 
located throughout the Harrisburg 
area and served, to a large extent, by 
the REA cooperative, 

Mr. Gates has two 5-horsepower 
electric motors in his saw mill; one 
located on the cutoff saw and ele¬ 
vator and the other on the rip and 
cap saw. The handy elevator, an 
endless belt device, carries scrap out¬ 
side through an open window in the 
plant making a constantly mounting 
pile of fire wood. To provide the 
plant with sufficient power the co-op 
has installed two transformers—5 and 
7yz KVA—in a parellel hookup. 

Lumber Firm Depends on REA Power 

WHERE IT RIGHTFULLY BELONGS—IN RURAL AREAS—REA 
power comes to grips with a saw mill problem and comes out on top. 
In the above photo, power saws are put to work turning out lumber and 
material for mine use while a power elevator takes kindling from the plant 
and piles it outside. 

REA Power Enabled Saw Mill To Be 
Placed In Rural Area Near Farmers 
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NEWS FROM 

Illinois Valley 
Princeton, 111. 

JOHN H. WOLFE, Mgr, 

Operating Statistics For 
September, 1945 

Total Members Billed  2,350 
Total KWH Sold  243,472 
Average KWH per Member 104 
Number of Minimum Bills 511 
Density per Mile  _.„2.5 
Miles Enegrized  974 
Members Connected in Sept. 46 

* ★ * 

Annual Meeting 
We are indeed pleased to report 

that the Sixth Annual Membership 
meeting of the members of the Illi¬ 
nois Valley Electric Cooperative, Inc., 
held on September 25th was a very 
decided success. We were glad to 
see so many of our members and their 
families turn out for our Annual 
Meeting — even though we did 
have to find some more benches and 
refreshments to take care of every¬ 
one. 

The meeting opened with the sing¬ 
ing of “America’’ by the audience, 
accompanied by Mrs. Raymond Eiten 
at the piano. John H. Wolfe, man¬ 
ager, presented his report giving com¬ 
parison figures on the growth of the 
Cooperative during the past year and ! 
since the beginning of the war con¬ 
struction period. Mr. Raymond Eiten. 
treasurer, gave the financial report 
for the Cooperative, and Mrs. Edith 
Kays, secretary, presented the Sec¬ 
retary’s Report which reflected the 
activities of the Board of Directors 
during the past year. 

We felt that we were especially 
fortunate in having at our meeting 
Mr. H. A. Whittle, regional opera¬ 
tions engineer of the Rural Electrifi¬ 
cation Administration, who gave a 
very interesting address stressing the 
fact that our Cooperative will con¬ 
tinue to extend service to unserved 
territories. Mr. E. C. Collier, also 
of the Operations Division of REA, 
was present and spoke to the mem¬ 
bers. 

Mr. H. O. Miller read the report 
of the Nominating Committee. There 
were no nominations made from the 
floor and motion was made and car¬ 
ried instructing the Secretary to cast 
a unanimous ballot for the three can¬ 
didates named by the nominating com¬ 
mittee. The directors re-elected were 
Madge Nye, Dale T. Anderson, and 
Asa Gorden. 

Throughout the meeting we were 
entertained with various talent. Mr. 
John Collins and Mrs. Helen Wolfe 
favored with a vocal duet, "An Irish 
Lullaby." Bobby McGrath, son of 
Edmund McGrath’s, sang two vocal 
selections. Mrs. Raymond Eiten en- 
tained with a piano selection. "Ave 
Maria” was presented in tenor solo 
by John J. Collins, accompanied by 
Mrs. Helen Wolfe. 

The following people were lucky 
enough*to take home a prize: West- 
inghouse electric iron, Ray McCon- 
ville; carton lamp bulbs, Herbert 
Royce; poultry water warmer, Tom 
McMaster; fluorescent lamp, Martin 
England; carton lamp bulbs, Hobart 
Flint; Dominion electric iron, Eldon 
Rocke; H h.p. motor, Louis Seefield; 
ironing cord, J. H. Bellinghausen; ear- 
ton lamp bulbs, Oscar Albertson; Gen¬ 
eral Electric iron, Willard Nelson; 
fluorescent lamp, Enoch Larson; car¬ 
ton lamp bulbs, J. E. Bonges; ironing 
cord, John Kelch; coffee maker, Rob¬ 
ert Gutshall; poultry water warmer, 
Irvin Temple; ironing cord, Wm. A. 
Martin; carton lamp bulbs, R. L. 
Pierce; clock, Cecil McCue; one-third 
h.p. motor, Carl Bates? carton lamp 
bulbs, Lloyd Rocke; Westinghouse 
electric Iron, Mable Maroney. Re¬ 
freshments consisting of ice cream, 
cake and coffee were then served to 
those present. 

• * * 

Reorganization Meeting 
At the adjournment of the Annual 

Meeting the directors held their re¬ 
organization meeting and unanimous¬ 
ly re-elected the same officers as fol¬ 
lows: President, L. F. Boyle; vice 
president, Ray H. Jackson; secretary, 

Edith Kays; treasurer, Raymond 
Eiten. 

Extensions Completed 

The A. A. Construction Company 
of Cicero, III., have just completed 
construction of a number of exten- 
sion to members of our Cooperative. 
Several of these members are not 
wired and we wish to urge you to 
wire immediately and notify us when 
you are ready for your meter to be 
installed. 

Attend Safety Confab 

Mr. Wolfe, manager, and Floyd 
Christiansen, lineman, attended the 
National REA Safety Conference 
held at the REA headquarters in St. 
Louis October 15 and 16. 

Service Interruption 
Electric service of several of our 

members was interrupted on Wed¬ 
nesday morning, Oct. 10, and Satur¬ 
day afternoon, Oct. 13 when it was 
necessary to de-energize the line for 
a dredge working along our power 
lines south of Annawan. Our line¬ 
man took advantage of this and made 
several repairs to the lines while 
they were turned off, thus eliminating 
future "outages.” 

NEWS FROM 

Rural Electric 
Divernon, in. 

B. F. SNIVELY, Mgr. 

It is time again to edit the REA 
news for this Cooperative. We still 
have the entire staff working very 
hard on new applications, member¬ 
ships, right of ways, tabulations in 
getting ready for new construction 
and the letting of a contract. 

We have at this time 680 new ap¬ 
plications that are waiting to get ser¬ 
vice. As soon as all of the necessary 
requirements are completed and REA 
can get a contract let and a contract¬ 
or on the job, we will be getting your 
line energized. There have been quite 
a number of lettings over the state 
this past month and the bidding on 
new work is very discouraging to the 
Cooperatives that have so many mem¬ 
bers to be connected and waiting for 
service. The labor situation is a very 
serious problem. 

We are getting some very small 
amounts of material from time to time 
which do not amount to anything of 
value in the way of line contract al¬ 
though we are able to make a few 
connections on short builds. Our 
crew is very small and our facilities 
for constructing line are extremely 
limited. 
A Few Don’t* in Regard To Handling 

Electric Equipment 
(1) Do not use a hand or any¬ 

thing held in the hand to remove or 
touch any object in contact with an 
electric wire. 

(2) Do not tou«i the conductor 
lying on the ground. It may be ener¬ 
gized. 

(3) Do not attempt to make any 
kind of repairs to your power lines. 
Call your Cooperative on any line 
trouble or outage and let experienced 
men take c^re of it for you. 

(4) Do not stand on damp ground 
or damp concrete floor while attach¬ 
ing or detaching your washing ma¬ 
chine or any other electrical appar¬ 
atus. 

(5) Do not attempt to change your 
fuse or fuses unless you have your 
breaker switch open. 

(6) Do not use pennies behind 
your standard fuse plugs. There is a 
reason for your fuses blowing. If 
you put a penny behind them you 
have tied that line in solid with your 
transformer and in all probability you 
will start a fire where your line is 
shorted on your inside wiring. 

(7) Do not use unimproved appar¬ 
atuses for electric fences. There have 
been many people killed attempting 
to use home made transformers on 110 
volt electric fences. 

Again I wish to bring to your atten¬ 
tion that when your transformer has 
just blown and the gate is open, do 
not attempt to close it. Call this of¬ 
fice on the reverse, telephone 19, Di¬ 
vernon, and there will be a qualified 
man to take care of it for you. 

At a very recent meeting of the 

managers of the Cooperatives of the 
state of Illinois, there was a general 
conference and discussion on this sub¬ 
ject. It was found that there had 
been six men severely burned on the 
hands and arms with three of them 
cripples for life after putting a ladder 
up to the transformer pole and at¬ 
tempting to close the cut-out on the 
transformer. Our employees are 
thoroughly trained to handle any kind 
and class of hot lines at any time. 
They have the authorized and tested 
rubber equipment and hot stick tools 
to do the work. As I said before in 
former issues, you would not be able 
to get one of these men any where 
near this very hazardous and high 
potential current unless he had the 
proper equipment with him. Why 
spend a life time with one hand or 
one arm or perhaps not any in such 
a foolish way, when a ring at the 
telephone will bring you service. 

Since the last issue, we have added 
one new employee to our staff, Mr. 
Russell L. Bayne, who is taking over 
the bookkeeping and finance division 
of this Cooperative. Mr. Bayne 
comes to us very highly recommended 
and has just finished five and one- 
half years in the Air Corps. We all 
welcome Mr. and Mrs. Bayne and 
family to our Cooperative and the 
gang. 

We will see you again in next 
month’s issue, folks! 

September Operating Report 

Kilowatts purchased  256,600 
Kilowatts sold  215,044 
Percentage line loss  17.5 
Total charges  $10,186.53 
Bills received    10,112.18 
Delinquent accounts  74.35 
Accounts billed  2,045 
Minimum bills  572 
Accounts 30 days or over    2 

NEWS FROM 

Adams 
Camp Point, 111. 

DEAN SEARLS, Supt. 

New Connections During September 
Siebelt Haschemeyer, E. A. Robb, 

Dwight Harvey, Ed Tenhouse, Don 
Stevens, Arthur Meredith, Smith Bros., 
Fred Thyson. 

New Appliances 

Henry P. Aden, water heater. 
Winnie Agans and Kenneth Ander¬ 

son, radios. 
B. A. Anderson, range. 
Joe Bockenfeld, electric pump. 
Gerald Brickman, water system. 
Arnold Clayton and Virgil Flesner, 

irons. 
R. C. Eaton, pump for water sys¬ 

tem. 
Wilbur Flesner, Lawrence Lewis, 

David Loos and Walter Schmidt, 
cream separators. 

Lewis Herche, toaster. 
Herschel Hoffman, electric alarm 

clock. 
Oren Hunsaker, milking machine. 
E. A. Kuntemier, lj/£ h.p. motor. 
Glenn Willard, refrigerator and 

sweeper. 
Archie Yates, clock. 
Chester Smith, Solovox. 
The following items appeared in the 

monthly newsletter of our neighboring 
Cooperative — The Missouri Rural 
Electric Coop, at Palmyra, Missouri. 
We think it has some very good 
points and want to pass it on to you 
rehders. ^ 
A Few Lessons From the Farm Mule 

Electricity may be new to you, but 
you have probably had considerable 
experience with a farm mule. Both a 
mule and electricity are sources of 
power, and what you get out of them 
depends upon how intelligently and 
carefully you handle them. 

The mule is a born rogue, and if 
not fenced in securely he will fre¬ 
quently be AWOL when you need 
him. If you don’t confine your elec¬ 
tric current in a good, tight wiring sys¬ 
tem it will probable be just as erratic. 

Makeshift harness and broken down 
implements can cause many mule- 
hours of delay in farm work. De¬ 
fective connections and Inferior ap¬ 
pliances invite costly Interruptions of 

production by power-driven equip¬ 
ment. 

The minimum food cost for a mule 
is too high if you do not use him 
enough. With just a little more food 
and a maximum of productive work 
he will pay for his keep and earn you 
a profit. When you keep your con¬ 
sumption of electricity below the min¬ 
imum you increase your average 
KWH cost. As is the case with the 
mule—just a little more outlay for 
power to operate additional time-sav¬ 
ing appliances will increase your pro¬ 
duction, decrease your average costs 
and add to your profits. 

Approach a mule absent-mindedly, 
startle him with a unexpected touch 
and you will be fortunate if you dodge 
his ever-ready heels. Careless hand¬ 
ling of energized electrical equipment 
is asking for a shock which you can¬ 
not hope to dodge once you made an 
unlucky contact. A good rule to fol¬ 
low in handling either mule or elec¬ 
tricity is keep alert and stay alive. 

The following are several letters 
which our members have sent in. Let¬ 
ters of this kind prove the member is 
really interested in his Cooperative 
and that he knows the meaning of co¬ 
operation. Your Cooperative appre¬ 
ciates hearing from you. 

There is a pole right east of my 
house between here and the four cor¬ 
ners, that the bottom bracket is pulled 
loose from the pole, but not quite off 
yet. Thought maybe you would like 
to know this so you could check it 
sometime. 

Yours truly, Gailord Anderson. 
Deer Co-op—Received circular in 

regard to tree trimming—trim all that 
are necessary along our property at 
both places (the one west of Big Neck 
occupied by Hopsons). In our yard 
here are some doubtful limbs, if we 
should not be at home when you 
come, go ahead just the same. Most 
everything we have is tied up with 
electricity, so we can’t do without it 
long at a time if it takes a whole tree. 

Signed—Martin Sherrick. 
Here’s what 2 members wrote when 

they received a notice that their bill 
had not been paid by the 15th—(In- 
ddently, these delinquent notices do 
not always bring such an appreciative 
response). 

We are very sorry you had to send 
this statement. This bill came while I 
was away from home and the boys 
just didn’t think to send it in. 

Signed—Mrs. Carl Emerick. 
Dear Sir:—I’m very glad that you 

reminded me of the light bill as I had 
misplaced our card and I had forgot¬ 
ten about not mailing it. I’ll try and 
not let this happen again in the fut¬ 
ure. You will find my check in this 
letter. 

Signed—Mr. and Mrs. Vail Hale. 
Collect Calls 

Again, we wish to call your atten¬ 
tion to collect calls. The only mes¬ 
sages that we can accept are those 
reporting an outage or a condition on 
the line which might result in an out¬ 
age. Before you call to report that 
you do not have service, please check 
with your neighbors to see if they 
have service. This will save unnec¬ 
essary calls and will keep us from 
having to refuse calls, in cases where 
we have already received a report 
that that particular line was out. 

The cooperative employees and 
their families have had two very 
pleasant outings during the past two 
weeks. On Wednesday evening, Oc¬ 
tober 3, the group gathered to help 
Dean Searls, Superintendent, celebrate 
his birthday. Marlon Young and 
Harold Harkness, our fieldmen, wore 
the aprons and everyone agreed that 
they were very good cooks, for the 
hamburgers, roasting ears, etc., were 
delicious. 

Then on Tuesday evening, October 
9, Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Scoggan and 
son Dale were very gracious hosts to 
the group at a wiener roast held at 
their home near Tlmewell. Wieners 
were roasted over a large bon fire In 
the yard, after which games were 
played and music was enjoyed. Every¬ 
one agreed that • the Scoggan’s hos¬ 
pitality Is "hard to beat” and we look 
forward to being with them from year 
to year. 

NEWS FROM 

McDonough 
Power 
Macomb, 111. 

RAY GRIGSBY, Snpt. 

Operating Report 
Total billing .9,218.50 
Members billed  1895 
Average bill   $4.88 
Average KW used 82 
Number of minimum bills  702 
Income per mile  $13.23 
Total KW sold 152,818 

Meter Cards 
In our last two issues we have 

stressed the importance of mailing in 
your meter reading cards on time and 
we have had a very generous respons* 
for the cards that came in for the Sep-! 
tember reading were much higher per 
cent than came in from the August 
reading. We believe that if a little 
will do good, more will do better, so 
■we will continue to stress the import¬ 
ance of reading your meter on the last 
day of the month and immediately 
sending in your card, for we still find 
that a few cards come in all during 
the month but any card that is re«i 
ceived after the billing date starts, 
which is the 5th or 6th of the month, 
very seldom is used for their bill has 
probably gone through the machine. 
Therefore, the reading to us is worth-! 
less. So please keep in mind that this 
is a Cooperative enterprise. We are 
depending upon you to do your part 
in reading the meters promptly and 
mailing in your card. By so doing 
you can improve the service we are 
giving you from the office. That’s 
fine—we knew you’d cooperate. 

D SectioE Construction 
The construction maps for our Sec¬ 

tion D Bill are now in the hands of 
the Design and Construction Division 
of the REA and should be received 
back sometime in the very near future. 
However, we are very apprehensive 
that no construction can be started this 
fall due to the material situation, 
which instead of improving since the 
close of the war, seems to be getting 
worse, especially the poles which are 
at the present time almost impossible 
to obtain. However, we do believe that 
by next spring conditions along that 
line will be decidedly better and that 
construction can begin on that Sec¬ 
tion in the early months of 1946, at 
least that is what we are hoping for. 
However, the right-of-way men will 
continue to procure the necessary 
right of way easements and any co¬ 
operation you can give them in ob-> 
taining these easements, or in getting 
the necessary trees end shrubs out of 
the way will facilitate that much th# 
construction next spring. We be* 
lieve that we are as anxious as every¬ 
one is to obtain the service so every¬ 
one will put their shoulder to thtf 
wheel. 

The farmers in the territory served 
by this Cooperative are now faced 
with the most dangerous time of year 
in the operation of their farms for 
with the com crop badly blown down, 
as it is in this section, the operation 
of com pickers will have an extra 
amount of hazard this fall. So w« 
would like to stress, as far as pos¬ 
sible, the angle of safety that every¬ 
one should adopt in handling these 
most dangerous machines as well as 
the corn elevators they will use in the 
gathering and storage of their com 
crop. Almost every fall we have had 
to record some tragic event that has 
happened In our ten-itchy and we are 
very much afraid that, unless every 
precaution is taken, the same thing 
may happen again this fall. The com 
picker is our most dangerous machine 
but is' a wonderful labor saver and is 
not dangerous unless the operator be¬ 
comes careless. So let’s see if we 
can’t flo through the entire elevator 
season without any casulaties among 
our members. Remember that the saf¬ 
est, cheapest, and the most convenient 
power for your com elevator is a 
three or five horsepower motor which 
will easily handle the tallest elevatOR 
It is safe to operate and very low lit 
cost. 
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STOP 81 PCM 

This properly laid out farm workshop was planned by the Pennsylvania State College. Pictures and informa¬ 
tion are couretsy of Westinghouse Electric Corporation. 

Farm Workshop Blueprint 
Yes, It’s Your Best Ally In Producing More 
Farm Products, In Saving Time, Labor, Money 

A Farm Workshop Will Help 
You By 

1. Making it easy to keep farm 
machinery in topnotch condition. 

2. Enabling you to build manv 
pieces of farm equipment. 

3. Saving money and time. 

Once the harvest is in and the 
rush of fall work caught up, you 
probably begin to think in terms of 
repair and building work you will do 
this winter. And, of course, that 
means you really need a workshop. 

Any farmer will find that a proper¬ 
ly laid out and well equipped farm 
workshop is one of his best allies in 
producing more farm products, in 
saving time, labor, and money. When 
machinery is kept in finest working 
order and toots are always ready for 
the job, no farmer need experience 
those discouraging delays in planting, 
cultivating, and harvesting crops. 
And nine times out of ten those de¬ 
lays will come at the most inoppor¬ 
tune moment—just when it means that 
margin between profit and loss on 
your farm. Use your slack season to 
repair and recondition your farm ma¬ 
chinery, Not only will you add to 
the life of your equipment, you will 
save expensive repair jobs to boot. 

The workshop illustrated above 
was planned by the Pennsylvania 
State College. If you follow this 
basic plan, you can rest assured of a 
perfectly laid out farmshop. 

The workbench is located in front 
of a window. Shelves and bins for 
tools and supplies are placed nearby. 
Metal working tools, including the 
forge and electric arc welder, are 
grouped in a corner. They are readi¬ 
ly accessible, yet do not interfere 
with other shop operations. A bench 
grinder, drill press, and circular saw 
provide facilities for doing most types 
of repair work encountered in oper¬ 
ating the average farm. And a stove 
is provided to supply comfortable 
warmth in cold weather. 

The central area of the workshop is 
left clear to provide ample space for 
repairing large farm machinery— 
which may be driven into the shop 
through the large double doors. A 
smaller door may be used as the com¬ 
mon entrance. 

For working on dark days or at 
night, locate reflectors over the work¬ 
bench, drill press, circular saw and 
anvil. Either a 150 watt incandes¬ 
cent lamp in each dome reflector or 
two 40 watt fluorescent lamps in 

each industrial type reflector should 
be used. 

Major Equipment 

Among the important pieces of 
equipment you will want in your 
workshop are an electrically-driver 
grinder, electric arc welder, electric 
soldering iron, and blacksmith tools 
including a forge with a motor driv¬ 
en blower, anvil, ball-peen hammer, 
hand sledge, tongs of various shapes 
for handling hot metal, cold chisel, 
punch for cutting holes, and a hardv 
for cutting hot iron. 

A grinder is invaluable for resharp¬ 
ening all cutting tools—mower blades, 
disc harrows, ensilage cutters, axes, 
etc., as well as shop tools including 
chisels, planes, and hatchets. An arc 
welder makes possible many types of 
repairs without dismantling farm ma¬ 
chinery or going into town for an ?x- 
pensive repair job. An electric sol¬ 
dering iron is the implement needed 
for those many repair jobs on kitchen 
utensils and children’s toys. 

In addition to repair jobs, you will 
wish to construct many pieces of farm 
equipment in your workshop. Chick¬ 
en and pig brooders, motor portables, 
feeders, elevators are only a few of 
the pieces you may want to build. 

Wood Splitter Will 
Help You Make Wood This Season 

WOOD SPLITTER 
n-b,*-sr*c'Tom<i 
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A wood splitter such as the »ne 
shown above can be made with 
smallest expenditure of time and ma¬ 
terials. It is one of the many wqji- 
savers featured in University of 
Wisconsin Work Saving Caravan 
which toured the state early last 
Spring. Because of the wide variety 
of sizes and types of engines which 
might be converted into wood split¬ 
ters, no blue prints can be prepared 
w’hich would apply to all. The above 
diagram indicates the necessary parts 
for making a wood splitter from an 
old gasoline engine. 

ENGINE—to be converted into a 
wood-splitter should be of 6 to 8 
h.p. slow speed, heavy fly-wheels at 
least 27 inches in diameter, at least 
6 inch stroke. A smaller engine, as 
indicated in the drawing is suitable 
only for soft woods, such as pine and 
aspen. 

POWER—to operate the splitter 
should be at least 2 h.p., electric or 
gas, for steady service with the wide 
variety of woods likely to be split. 
Farmers have found a tractor a very 
satisfactory source of power, oper¬ 
ated at idling speed. 

CRANKSHAFT speed of the 
splitter at 60 or 70 RPM gives suf¬ 
ficient speed with adequate safety for 
the operator. 

SPLITTER should be mounted on 
a bed about 18 inches wide and 4 

Have You Heard? 

A "needle-in-the-haystack” search is avoided, when all small tools, supplies and parts are kept in their proper 
place at all times. Also, time trouble, and unnecessary delays in repairing equipment is saved. 

Check the tool list with the workshop pSiel. These are tools you need for a well equipped shop—and here 
they are shown scientifically placed (1) Level (2) Mat-let (3) Steel square (4) Tri-square (5) Block plane (6) 
)ack plane (7) Screwdrivers (8) Drift punches (9) Center punch (10) Cold chisels (II) Rules (12) Pliers (13) 
Leather punch (14) Electric pliers (15) Wood chisels (16) Automatic drill (17) Auger bits (18) Nail sets 
(19) Brace (20) Tack hammer (21) Machinist hammer (22) Five pound hammer (23) Claw hammer (24) Hat¬ 
chet (25) Compass saw (26) Saws (cross cut and rip) (27) Pipe wrenches (28) Wrecking bar (29) Hack saw 
(30) Blades (hack saw) (31) Tin snips (32) File cleaner (33) Files (34) Crescent wrenches (35) End wrenches 
(36) Oil stone. 

A single egg a day will pay for the 
electricity used for lighting a poul¬ 
try house and warming water for a 
flock of 300 laying hens. Electric 
lighting in poultry houses during win¬ 
ter months increases egg production 
at a time when prices are highest. 

* * * 

Two cents an hour—yes, that's 
what it costs to “hire’ electricity to 
do your milking, pumping water, and 
other barnyard chores. 

# ★ * 

The lightning rod is the only known 
practical method for protecting build¬ 
ings against electrical storms. The 
rod forms a path of low resistance 
to ground the current harmlessly. 

An electric clock which switches on 
the radio when certain desired pro¬ 
grams are scheduled will keep the 
modern farm family from missing live¬ 
stock and weather reports and news 
summaries. 

* * # 

Advantages of Electric arc welding 
are: Cost of repairing broken ma¬ 
chinery usually is from a half to one- 
tenth of the cost of new parts. The 
reconditioned parts usually wear from 
20 to 100 per cent longer than new 
ones because the deposited metal is 
harder and more wear resistant. Val¬ 
uable iron and steel are conserved to 
the extent of 90 per cent or more of 
the weight of the worn parts, be¬ 
cause the weight of the electrode used 
in reconditioning seldom is as much 
as 10 per cent of the weight of the 
part being repaired. 

inches thick (ten 2x4’s on edge or 
equivalent) and sufficiently long to 
carry splitter engine, stop-block 15 
inches long, a gap of at least 20 
inches for the wood to be split, and 
the power unit, or an over-all length 
of between 6 and 8 feet. The bed 
should be mounted on a 2-wheel or 
4-wheel chassis for ease of moving 
about. 

Building Steps 
1. Remove cylinder head and igni¬ 

tion attachments, then remove piston. 
2. Braze a inch steel disc to the 

head of the piston, the disc to be 
slightly less in diameter than the 
cylinder. Weld two pieces of truck 
spring sheaths, 6 to 8 inches long, 
3 to 4 inches wide, to the face of 
the disc, in the shape of a wedge, as 
shown in diagram. Reinforce point 
with welding rod metal, and sharpen. 
None of the wedge should extend 
outside of cylinder when the piston 
is at farthest point of back stroke. 

3. Bolt adjustable stop-block to 
the bed of the splitter. Allow 18 inch 
gap between stop-block and cylinder 
for 16 inch wood. 
4. To secure speed of 60-70 

strokes per minute it may be neces¬ 
sary to place larger drive wheel on 
crank shaft of splitter engine or to 
use a counter-shaft. 

The brazing and welding will 
likely need to be done by a black¬ 
smith or mechanic. All of the wood¬ 
splitting machines in use today were 
made in cooperation with their local 
blacksmiths. 

The operator should sit on a cush¬ 
ion or blanket thrown over the stop- 
block. This is the safest position, 
for the blocks of wood to be split 
should always be grasped on the 
sides midway of the length of the 
block with both hands. Hold each 
block so that the wedge will halve 
or quarter it, splitting it along the 
radius. The machine will not split 
large knots. 

Good Reading for 
Better Farming 

You’ll find these bulletins worth¬ 
while. Add them to your "better 
farming bookshelf" for leisurely read¬ 
ing this winter. 

(The following three may be or¬ 
dered from the 11. S. Department of 
Agriculture, Office of Information, 
Washington, 25. D. C.) 

Better Farm Leases, Farmers’ Bulle¬ 
tin 1969. Gives minimum essentials, 
purposes, principal kinds and import¬ 
ance of farm leases. Cost, 10 cents. 

Chemicals to kill weeds and diseases 
in tobacco beds. Folder, illus. (AIS- 
31) Results on the use of Uramon and 
Cyanamid and their effects on tobac¬ 
co plant beds are given. 

What peace can mean to America* 
farmers. Misc. publication 570M.) 
Price, 10 cents. 

Hog Lice Control, Sta. Circ. 103, 
Univ. of Idaho, Power sprayer witl. 
roten one or DDT found more desir¬ 
able than dipping. 



PAGE FOURTEEN ILLINOIS REA NEWS OCTOBER, 1945 

Big Business Without Profit- 
(From Page Five) 

operating locally in limited fields, 
American businessmen were no more 
concerned with them than with ob¬ 
scure religious sects or utopian farm 
colonies. But after World War I co¬ 
operatives began to grow out of the 
amateur class. Farmers threatened 
with foreclosure and falling prices 
learned that the best way to keep 
their individualism was to band togeth¬ 
er in cooperative marketing and pur¬ 
chasing societies and to hire compe¬ 
tent salesmen and buyers to sell their 
pooled products and buy their sup¬ 
plies in wholesale lots. There had 
been many earlier cooperatives, par¬ 
ticularly for the marketing of dairy 
products, but the twenties saw the 
real growth of marketing coopera¬ 
tives and national cooperative feder¬ 
ations, many of them encouraged by 
the American Farm Bureau Federa¬ 
tion and the Farmers Union. The 
government had always encouraged 
farm cooperatives, and specific as¬ 
sistance came through tax-exemption 
provisions in the Internal Revenue 
Code, through the Capper-Volstead 
law, which allowed cooperatives to 
exist and carry on their normal func¬ 
tions without violating the Sherman 
Act, and through the Farm Credit 
Administration. 

Expanding Fields 

Marketing cooperatives, often form¬ 
ed simply as local sales agencies, 
formed regional associations, pushed 
their goods further along toward the 
consumer, and in some cases went 
in for processing such as canning and 
packing. Purchasing and consumer 
locals began to produce the goods 
purchased by their members. They 
bought feed and flour mills, lumber 
mills, oil wells, refineries, and fer¬ 
tilizer factories. Total cooperative 
business grew from about $2 billion 
in 1920 to $5 billion in 1944, member¬ 
ship increased from two million to 
over four million. Private business 
began to realize that cooperators 
were not long-haired theorists but 
successful producers and merchants. 

NTEA Is Born 

In 1943 the grain merchants of 
Minneapolis, who had seen the co¬ 
operative Farmers Union Grain Ter¬ 
minal Association grow to a 200- 
million-bushel business in less than a 
decade, formed the National Tax 
Equality Association. It is a "re¬ 
search and educational organization” 
whose main purpose is to "seek equal¬ 
ity in taxation as between coopera¬ 
tives, government-in-business, and 
taxpaying independent business”—in 
other words, to remove the tax ex¬ 
emptions from cooperatives and gov¬ 
ernment-owned business. The presi¬ 
dent of the N.T.E.A. is Ben C. Mc¬ 
Cabe, head of the International Ele¬ 
vator Co. 5 the members are dealers in 
grain, fuel, and lumber, and others 
who have felt the pinch of coopera¬ 
tive competition. 

Three Questions 
Because of the impact of wartime 

federal corporation taxes, and because 
of the spread of cooperation, the con¬ 
troversy is important. It can be brok¬ 
en into three questions: First, should 
cooperatives pay federal income taxes 
on their cash patronage refunds, as 
ordinary corporations do on their 
dividends to stockholders? Second, 
should they pay taxes on money with¬ 
held from the patrons and plowed 
back into the business? Third, should 
farm cooperatives have the minor ad¬ 
ditional advantages they enjoy 
through Section 101 (12) of the In¬ 
ternal Revenue Code? 

The N.T.E.A. argues that cooper¬ 
ative "savings” are the same as ordi¬ 
nary coroporation "profits,” that "re¬ 
funds” to members are the same as 
"dividends” to stockholders, and that 
whether the savings are withheld or 
paid out to members as rebates they 
should be subject to existing corpor¬ 
ations taxes. The strongest reply of 
the cooperators is that a rebate paid 
to a patron out of savings is a con- 
tractrual obligation and an expense of 
doing business, therefore not profit or 
income and not rightly subject in law 

or in common equity to income taxa¬ 
tion. Patronage refunds, cooperators 
maintain, are not to be compared with 
dividends to stockholders, which are 
payments at the discretion of the di¬ 
rectors of the corporation, out of prof¬ 
its. In addition rebates on purchases 
constitute in effect a lowering of 
prices. To the ordinary person it 
wouldn’t seem to matter very much 
whether a reduction in price takes 
place when the article is sold or sev¬ 
eral months later. In fact, threatened 
with a tax on their patronage refunds, 
some cooperatives break out the coun¬ 
terthreat of a so-called active price 
policy, i.e., price cutting, so that there 
will be no savings and no refunds. 

The Decision 

The decision concerning the legal¬ 
ity and wisdom of taxing cooperative 
withholdings will be much closer. Co¬ 
operatives have a generally perfect rec¬ 
ord of investing their withheld sav¬ 
ings, rather than letting them lie idle, 
and this is important to the economy. 
But withholdings inevitably work for 
the aggrandizement of the cooperative 
in competition with the ordinary cor¬ 
poration, and this may be unfair if the 
withholdings of the corporation are 
heavily taxed as they are at present. 
A tax on cooperative withholdings 
would hamper only the small, grow¬ 
ing cooperatives since the well-estab¬ 
lished ones would be able to borrow 
back from their members, or else¬ 
where, all the money they want. 

Tax Advantages 

Finally, there are the special tax 
advantages granted to qualifying 
farm co-ops by Section 101 (12) of 
the tax code, the chief one being the 
exemption of the cooperative from 
corporation income taxes on dividends 
to cooperative stockholders. Cer¬ 
tainly cooperative dividends on stock 
(with fixed rate of dividend, paid at 
the discretion of the directors) are 
like the preferred dividends of profit 
corporations, and ought to be simil- 
arily taxed. In fact there can be no 
argument for Section 101 (12) except 
from those who believe that farm co- 
operators should be favored over all 
other cooperators and over all profit 
businesses. Many farm cooperators 
themselves agree that Section 101 
(12) ought to be repealed. 

Unintended Effects 
The net intended effects of the 

skillful work of the N.T.E.A. are 
likely to be limited: its unintended 
effects will probably be more impor¬ 
tant. Already it has driven the var¬ 
ious kinds of cooperatives into closer 
cooperation than if they had been left 
alone. Already the N.T.E.A. seems 
to be doing more to promote the co¬ 
operative movement in the public eye 
than it has ever been able to do for 
itself. But the main effect of the 
N.T.E.A. and one that would alone 
justify its existence and all the money 
it is spending is its unconscious con¬ 
tribution to the general clamor for a 
postwar lowering of the corporation 
tax. Probably in no other way can 
substantial relief be properly given 
to profit corporations in competition 
with cooperatives. 

Cayuga Scene 
On the height of land west of Cay¬ 

uga Lake in New York state the 
fields, bright with alfalfa and Ladino 
clover, are more productive than they 
were twenty-five years ago. The 
livestock is healthier and more valu¬ 
able, the barns better equipped, the 
houses more comfortable. 

On the eastern hills across the lake 
at Cornell University’s famous Col¬ 
lege of Agriculture, grasses are test¬ 
ed for drought resistance in checkered 
experimental fields. Hybrid seed 
corn, sprays for insect pests and 
plants diseases, dairy-feed ingredients, 
and chemical fertilizers are subjected 
to careful research in the laboratories 
and garden plots. 

Farmers & Scholars 
Between the farms and the univer¬ 

sity, in the valley at the head of the 
lake, lies the city of Ithaca with its 
wide streets and Greek-revival or 
Gothic-gingerbread houses. Down by 

the Lehigh Valley tracks is the co¬ 
operative service store, which brings 
together the farmers and the univer¬ 
sity . Here the latest research on feed, 
seed, or fertilizer is made available 
in practical form to the farmer. Here 
the farmer-member-owner of the co¬ 
operative not only buys good dairy 
feed at a reasonable price, but finds 
out how to feed it. The store man¬ 
ager, George Long, acts as sort of un¬ 
official county agent. He can tell the 
farmer how deep to plant brome 
grass, when to spray apple trees, how 
much superphosphate to spread per 
acre, what paint to use for his hen¬ 
house. He may get more than a hun¬ 
dred telephone q^ls a day in plant¬ 
ing season. There are farmers in the 
district who won’t plow or spray or 
plant or paint until they’ve talked to 
George. 

Cooperative G.L.F. 

The Ithaca cooperative farm-sup¬ 
ply store is one of some 600 similar 
service centers in the territory cov¬ 
ered by the Cooperative Grange 
League Federation Exchange, Inc.— 
189 owned by G.L.F., 378 by agent- 
buyers (private storekeepers or farm¬ 
ers who handle G.L.F. products), and 
forty-two by independent local co¬ 
ops. G.L.F. (so-called because it was 
organized, in 1920, with the backing 
of the New York State Grange, the 
Dairymen’s League, and the State 
Federation of County Farm Bureau 
Associations) is owned by farmers 
living in New York state, New Jer¬ 
sey, and the northern tier of counties 
in Pennsylvania. It is the largest farm 
purchasing cooperative in the world 
—there are over 200,000 farmer pa¬ 
trons, over 50,000 farmer stock-hold¬ 
ers, and last year, 1943-44, they 
bought and sold $117 million worth 
of supplies and produce. In addition 
to the service stores they own gas 
stations, slaughterhouses, retail stores, 
quick-freeze plants, seed plants, fer¬ 
tilizer and chemical plants, a lumber, 
box, and basket factory, warehouses, 
canning plants, bean-processing 
plants, feed and flour mills.~One feed 
mill, in Buffalo, is the largest in the 
U. S. 

Market Figures 

Last year G.L.F. members market¬ 
ed 21,270,000 dozen eggs, 27 million 
pounds of grain, 44,000 tons of hay, 
750,000 cases of canned goods, 16 
million pounds of beans, and $1 mil- 
lion worth of fresh vegetables and 
fruit. Milk, which acounts for about 
half of the New York state farmers’ 
income, is marketed through the 
Dairymen’s legue Cooperative Asso¬ 
ciation and other dairy-products co¬ 
operatives. 

Although G.L.F. markets about $15 
million worth of produce a year for 
its patrons, its chief function is to sup¬ 
ply its members with materials they 
need to run their farms—principally 
the feed for dairy cows and poultry. 
G.L.F. buys grain in the Middle 
West, Canada, or South America, 
mixes it in its feed mills, transports it 
to its local service stores or agent- 
buyers. The feed is mixed to speci¬ 
fications of college feed experts and 
the formula is attached to each 100- 
pound bag. G.L.F.’s “open formula'* 
feed, one of the first to be put on the 
market, raised the standards in the 
U. S. and forced commercial feed 
dealers to improve their products and 
in many cases to lower prices. G.L.F. 
does 85 per cent of the feed business 
in Ithaca, 40 per cent in its whole 
territory. 

What’s the Difference? 
The reasons why G.L.F. does such 

a large percentage of the farm-supply 
business are related not only to qual¬ 
ity, efficiency, price, and convenience. 
Actually there is now little difference 
in the quality and price of G.L.F. 
feed and many good commercial 
feeds. Cornell and other land-grant- 
college specifications are available to 
anyone—private dealer or coopera¬ 
tive—who takes the trouble to ask 
for them. And some feed dealers 
whose retailing costs used to run as 
high as 13 per cent of sales have been 

able to increase their efficiency and 
lower their cost to meet G.L.F.’s 5 or 
6 per cent. Sometimes there Is no 
differential in price even after the 
member’s refund has been paid but 
the well-known brands, such as Pur¬ 
ina, are usually more expensive. A 
private dealer may be just as well 
qualified to give agricultural advice 
as a G.L.F. store manager and he 
may command just as much loyalty 
from his clients. 

Farmers Remember 

But G.L.F. was organized when 
farmers were not getting a square 
deal from commercial dealers and 
they have not forgotten it. They be¬ 
lieve in cooperative philosophy and 
they have faith in the managers’ 
sense of responsibility. They know 
that George Long, or any other store 
manager, will never try to sell them 
"something just as good,” that he’ll 
tell them when there are shortages of 
certain feeds and advise them of the 
best substitutes. And they’ll remem¬ 
ber for a long time that when rail 
transportation broke down during the 
blizzard last winter and some com¬ 
mercial dealers closed up shop, G.L.F. 
mobilized all the available trucks in 
the area, sent them to Buffalo, and 
brought back enough feed to see the 
farmers through the emergency. The 
reasons why G.L.F. doesn’t do 100 
per cent of the business are also based 
on farmers’ beliefs and loyalties. Some 
farmers can’t see any advantage in 
belonging unless they can buy things 
cheaper at the cooperative, some have 
a sense of loyalty to the local feed 
dealer, and some won’t be pulled 
away from a well-known brand. Oth¬ 
ers, for local political reasons, divide 
their trade between cooperative and 
private dealer. Still others say they 
don’t believe in "socialism.” They are 
still the great American individualists 
that people have always said they 
were. 

Members’ Benefits 
The benefits to the member of G. 

L.F. are to a large extent intangible: 
a farmer who owns stock in a coop¬ 
erative or becomes a patron-member 
by buying or selling $100 worth of 
supplies or produce a year is a par¬ 
ticipant in group activities. He votes 
for his local committeemen who in 
turn votes for the directors of the co¬ 
operative; the directors elect the gen¬ 
eral manager and other officers. His 
horizon is widened beyond the boun¬ 
daries of his farm; he owns an inter¬ 
est in a larger enterprise and assumes 
a share of responsibility for other 
people. The founding members of 
G.L.F. had a well-defined sense of 
ownership and responsibility. 

McConnell’s Reasoning 
With success and growth that 

sense has declined somewhat. James 
A. McConnell, G.L.F.’s general man¬ 
ager, admits that he is disturbed by a 
recent survey of the members, which 
showed that while 89 per cent "be¬ 
lieved in cooperation” only 55 per 
cent could give reasons why, and 
only half, including stockholders, said 
they had a feeling of ownership. G. 
L.F.’s greatest weakness, says Mr. 
McConnell, "is the fact that more and 
more farmers are taking it for grant¬ 
ed.” It is to be assumed that if G.L. 
F. grew even larger, even more suc¬ 
cessful, it would tend to be run more 
and more by the "hired men,” the 
managers, and the farmer-member- 
owners would take less and less in¬ 
terest in it—so long as they were get¬ 
ting fair prices and good service. That 
is the real reason that G.L.F. leaders 
believe in competition from indepen¬ 
dent private dealers. 

Management is just as important in 
a cooperative as in a corporation. In 
fact one of the chief reasons for co¬ 
operation is to pool management re¬ 
sources. One competent buyer, for 
example, can do a better job for a 
thousand farmers than each can do 
for himself. The employees of G.L.F., 
from the driver of a gasoline truck 
to the general manager, are paid good 
but not high salaries and no one can 
own more than $500 worth of com¬ 
mon stock (the average is $85 
worth). Naturally the prestige of a 
G. L.F. store manager is enhanced 
when his store operates at a profit, 
but almost all of the profit goes back 

to the farmer who bought the sup< 
plies and no store manager can make 
a profit at the expense of the farmer* 
The farmer is his employer, not his 
customer. 

H. E. Babcock 

The highest degree of idealism in 
G.L.F.—combined with extraordinary 
shrewdness—is personified by H. E. 
Babcock who was primarily respons¬ 
ible for the cooperative’s start and 
success. Twenty-five years ago Ed 
Babcock was a professor of market¬ 
ing at Cornell. He had been a county 
agent in New York state, state di* 
rector of farm bureaus, state food ad¬ 
ministrator during World War I and 
one of the organizers of the American 
Farm Bureau Federation. He was 
teacher, businessman, farmer, pro¬ 
moter, and preacher, all tied up in one 
nervous knot of energy and enthusi¬ 
asm. And, unlike most such men, he 
was successful. He now owns 800 
acres in New York state and a ranch 
in New Mexico, and even these farms 
make money. 

General Manager 

Ed Babcock was the general man¬ 
ager of G.L.F. from 1922 to 1937. In 
many ways he was G.L.F., although 
he didn’t mean to be and was almost 
always careful to speak of the farm¬ 
ers as the owners, to say "we” in¬ 
stead of "I.” "If we ever do concen¬ 
trate the direction of the Cooperative 
Movement in the hands of a few 
strong men, we shall definitely deny 
its purpose.” He succeeded in getting 
good men around him, and was re¬ 
sponsible, in 1937, for persuading 
James McConnell, who had been a 
student in his marketing class, to take 
over his job as general manager. Af¬ 
ter Mr. McConnell was elected, Ed 
Babcock became nominally the Di¬ 
rector of G.L.F. Educational Re¬ 
search, and this spring he resigned 
even that title; but to most of the 
members and to most U. S. cooper¬ 
ators he is still G.L.F. 

Contributions 
Perhaps the most important thing 

Ed Babcock has done for G.L.F. is to 
tie it closer to Cornell and the other 
land-grant colleges. He himself, as 
General Manager of the cooperative 
and later as Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees of Cornell was the strong 
link between the two. The relations 
ship works both ways—G.L.F. trans¬ 
lates college research into use on the 
farms, and the colleges use G.L.F. for 
practical demonstartion of their lab-i 
oratory experiments. The most re¬ 
cent collaboration is in the field of 
human nutrition. 

A good farmer feeds his hogs and 
cattle and poultry a scientifically 
balanced ration. His own family too 
often lives on pork, potatoes, pickles 
and pie. Farmers produce the raw 
materials that should provide the peo-t 
pie of the U. S. with the adequate diet 
they do not now have, even with a 
superior diet. But Ed Babcock be< 
lieves that in the commercial houses’ 
processing and marketing of raw ma* 
terials much of the nutritive value if 
lost. He believes that G.L.F. and 
Cornell together can give the farmer* 
members both the knowledge and the 
facilities to make the best use of theif 
products for the good of the people 
as a whole. For this purpose G.L.F* 
branched out a few years ago froa| 
simple selling of farm products and 
farm-supply purchasing. The first eXe 
perience was gained with buckwheat 
and beans. Instead of selling buclM 
wheat and beans in bulk, G.L.F. pro* 
cessed them to self-rising pancake 
flour and canned pork-and-beans. 

Retail Stores 
The next step was to experiment 

with the operation of a few retail food 
stores. The first one was a struggle 
ing co-op store, owned by the Cone 
sumers’ Cooperative Society of Ith« 
aca. G.L.F. offered to finance and 
operate this store for a fee, its object 
being to learn how to run super food 
markets. With G.L.F.’s support, kj 
three years the Ithaca co-op jumped 
its annual sales from $28,000 to $400,* 
000 and now does as much business 
as the local A. & P. supermarket. 

P 6 C Family Foods 
G.L.F. then advised its members to 

set up another cooperative? Coopera- 
(Turn to Page Filteen) 
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tive Producer and Consumer Family 
Foods, Inc. ( P.6C.), to specialize in 
the operation of retail food markets 
ind to operate assembly and proces¬ 
sing services on such farm products 
tus hogs, cull dairy cows, and fresh 
fruits and vegetables. P.&C.’s annual 
food-store business is now in excess 
of $5 million. In Ithaca, G.L.F. is de¬ 
veloping a complete food center: a 
small slaughterhouse, a quick-freeze 
plant, a bakery, a retail store, and a 
restaurant. These facilities, built by 
G.L.F. and leased and operated by 

^P.&C, have been made available to 
*he Cornell School of Nutrition for re¬ 

search purposes. The idea is to develop 
them as a group of pilot plants in 
tvhich to study the marketing of food 
from the farm to the table with the 
farmer, the owner of the family farm, 
in control all the way. 

Typical Member 

A typical farmer-member-owner of 
G.L.F. is a dairy farmer with a 150- 

^acre farm near Ithaca. He owns fif¬ 
teen milch cows, fifty chickens, a cou¬ 
ple of hogs .and a team of horses. He 
also owns a tractor, a truck, a car, a 
milk cooler, a milking machine, and 
Other equipment. His house has elec¬ 
tricity, a refrigerator, a radio, a tele¬ 
phone, and running water, but no 
bathroom or furnace. He belongs to 
two cooperatives: he sells his milk 
through the Dairymen’s League, sells 

£his eggs and buys his farm supplies 
through G.L.F. He owns $85 worth 
of G.L.F. common stock and is one of 
1,000 patron-members in the Ithaca 
area. There are another 3,000 patrons 
In the area who do not own stock. 
Although he does not bother to go to 
all the meeting, he casts his vote for 
committeemen. 

Cooperator’s Accounts 

A Last year his cash income from the 
waale of milk through the Dairymen’s 

League was $3,000, from his sale of 
eggs to G.L.F. $200. He spent $1,000 
in the G.L.F. Ithaca service store— 
$800 for feed, $50 for seed, $50 for 
gasoline and oil, $50 for fertilizer, and 
$50 for miscellaneous supplies such 
as paint, garden seed, and small tools. 
He got a 3 per cent patronage refund 
at the end of the year so his $200 

^sale of eggs really brought him $206, 
and his $1,000 purchases cost only 
$970. He also received 4 per cent in¬ 
terest on his common stock ($3.40). 
Altogether he “saved” $39.40, and 
that went a good way toward paying 
his taxes. And along with his pur¬ 
chases he got good advice on plant¬ 
ing and feed and fertilizing. 

Cooperative’s Accounts 
The Ithaca service store, where the 

^farmer bought his supplies, did $1 
million worth of business last year. 
The cost.of goods was $905,000, oper¬ 
ating expense $55,000 (5.5 per cent), 
saving over costs $40,000 (4 per 
cent). From these savings the local 
committee withheld $10,000 as “pru¬ 
dent operating reserves’ and refunded 
$30,000 to the 4,000 patrons on the 
basis of their purchases. 

Approximately these same percent- 
10 ages can be applied to GX.F.’s total 

operations last year. On the total of 
$117 million, savings over costs were 
$6,024,000. Of the savings $4,556,000 
went into patronage refunds, $1,117,- 
000 was withheld for capital expense 
or reserve, and $351,000 paid in stock 
dividends. Retiring after twenty-five 
years Ed Babcock can feel as proud 
of G.L.F. as he does of the T-bone 
steak he pulls out of his farm freezer 

®for dinner. The cooperative has been 
financially and socially successful. It 
has enlarged the vision of its mem¬ 
bers and raised the level of living for 
its community. It is the control wheel 
for all farm business in its territory 
and the model for many other U. S. 
cooperatives. 

Co-ops' Areas 
In the early days of its history the 

U. S. was sometimes called “The Co- 
0operative Commonwealth.” Actually 

it never was that. And today the co¬ 
operative movement with more mem¬ 
bers than ever does not reach far out¬ 
side the rural area. The cooperative 

oil association, for example, sell 655 
million gallons of gasoline a year, own 
their own wells, refineries, pipelines, 
barge lines, and river terminals (alto¬ 
gether they do 22 per cent of the 
petroleum business in rural areas), 
but they do only 2 per cent of all the 
petroleum business in the nation. And 
cooperatives dealing in insurance, 
electricity, and telephone service are 
similarly limited. There are almost no 
industrial-production cooperatives, rel¬ 
atively few consumer cooperatives. 
Only credit unions, which are a kind 
of cooperative enterprise, have a large 
number of urban members. 

Conciliators 

Many farm cooperative leaders are 
indifferent, if not hostile, to city peo¬ 
ple. Among the notable exceptions 
are Murray Lincoln of the Farm Bur¬ 
eau Cooperative Association of Ohio, 
Howard Cowden of the Consumers’ i 
Cooperative Association of Kansas 
City, Harvey Hull of the Indiana 
Farm Bureau Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion, and Arthur Smaby of Midland 
Cooperative Wholesale, which has 
waived tax exemption on capital-stock 
dividends, allowed to coopertives that 
do 85 per cent of their business with 
farmers under Section 101 (12) so 
that it can be free to accept city mem¬ 
bers. These men have had the vision 
to see beyond the interests of the 
farmers to the interests of all consum¬ 
ers—of whatever occupation or class. 
They have not abandoned the farm¬ 
ers, who still make up their main con¬ 
stituency; what they have done is to 
reconcile the interests of the farmers 
with the general interest. Their in¬ 
fluence, and the recent enthusiasm of 
labor unions for cooperatives, may 
hasten the spread of urban-consumer 
cooperatives. 

The Co-op League 
Only one of the national associa 

tions of cooperatives is committeed to 
furthering consumer cooperation. The 
cooperative League of the U.S.A. 
started in 1916 by Dr. James P. War- 
basse and now headed by Murray 
Lincoln, is an educational and promo- 
tional organization based on Roch¬ 
dale principles. It is “devoted to the 
general welfare” rather than to farm 
interests alone, and its constituents, 
with 1,500,000 members, include both 
farm purchasing and urban con¬ 
sumer cooperatives. On the other 
hand, the National Council of Farm¬ 
er Cooperatives consist wholly of 
farm purchasing and marketing SO' 
cities and some of the 2,300,000 mem 
bers regard consumer cooperation as 
radical and somewhow dangerous. 
The council maintains a lobby in 
Washington to guard the political in 
terests of its members, ts special com¬ 
mittees study such subjects as social 
security for agriculture and the rela¬ 
tions between labor and agriculture 
But its particular concern now is with 
the National Tax Equality Associa¬ 
tion. The American Institute of Co¬ 
operation, the nonpolitical association 
of farm cooperatives under the chair 
manship of William I. Myers, dean of 
Cornell’s College of Agriculture, is 
engaged in educating the public in co¬ 
operative objectives and methods, and 
at the moment, through publicity and 
education, in combating the influence 
of the N.T.E.A. 

Washington 
The farmers are powerfully repre¬ 

sented in Washington, and when co 
operative federations link their inter¬ 
ests with the Farm Bureau Federa¬ 
tion, the Grange, and the Farmers 
Union, their strength is almost irre¬ 
sistible. Most cooperatives, however, 
are wary of accepting financial help 
from the government. Some of them 
even prefer to finance their plants 
and operations through commercial 
banks rather than through the Farm 
Credit Administration. And almost 
all cooperatives are against ‘state 
control.” One of the greatest spokes¬ 
men for the cooperative movement, 
$reland’s George Russell (the poet 
“AE”), wrote In 1912, “When a man 
becomes Imbecile, his friends place 
him in an asylum; when a people 

grow decadent and imbecile, they 
place themselves in the hands of the 
State.” 

Fundamentals 
Cooperatives are not more “rad¬ 

ical” nor more “conservative” than 
corporations. A fundamental of the 
cooperative movement, no matter how 
large the cooperative, is self-help, and 
all forms of cooperation bring wide 
ownership of property. (Cooperative 
members paint on their trucks and 
warehouses, “Farmers have paid for 
many like this, but this one they 
own.”) It is possible that political 
and economic clashes in the future 
may be between cooperative member- 
owners and propertyless industrial 
workers rather than between compet¬ 
ing cooperatives and corporations. 

In the meantime, there is little doubt 
that farm marketing and purchasing 
cooperatives will continue to grow, 
and consumer cooperation, particu¬ 
larly if it has labor-union backing, 
may increase sharply. But the most 
ardent cooperator does not see “The 
Cooperative Commonwealth” around 
the corner. Even he will be satisfied 
if cooperatives constitute a large 
enough part of the economy to police 
private corporations, to act as the bal¬ 
ance wheel in a system of free enter¬ 
prise. 

Written on the basis of material gath¬ 
ered over a period of nearly a year, “Big 
Business Without Profit,” is the product of 
“Fortune’s” group journalism. It is the 
magazine’s policy to refrain from attribut¬ 
ing group-prepared material to one or 
more individuals. The article has received 
as much publicity in the cooperative press 
as any information on cooperatives which 
has been printed in recent years. 

NEWS FROM 

Wayne-White 
Fairfield, 01. 

OWEN J. CHANEY, Mgr. 

Farm Front 
Facts in Brief 

For Barnyard Drainage 
Crushed limestone—such as is used 

for building roads—is a fine barnyard 
filler and aids drainage. If limestone 
is not available, natural gravel or 
shale can be used. A covering of 4 or 
5 inches of well drained, carefully 
packed gravel will last several years 
and keep comparatively dry. 

Avoid “Feedy” Flavors 
Dairymen are warned against pas¬ 

turing cows on fields infested with 
ragweed, garlic, or even a luxurious 
growth of young rye or sweet clover. 
These give milk a "feedy” flavor. It 
is advisable to turn cows into such » 
field for a few hours after milking 
only. Pasturing cows on fields from 
which grain crops have been removed 
is good where the fields have been 
seeded to clovr, timothy, or similar 
grasses. 

Weed Killers 
Supplies of sodium chlorate are 

short. But there are means besides 
the chemical to kill weeds. They are 

Board of Trustees 
President, J. Wess Barth, Cisne. 
Vice President, Harold Shepherd, 

Albion. 
Treasurer, L. M. King, Mill Shoals. 
Secretary, Frank C. Gray, Sims. 
Evans Williams, McLeansboro, 
Irvin Yohe, Mt. Erie. 
G. O. Moreland, Norris City. 
George O. Deem, Geff. 
L. P. Dolan, McLeansboro. 

Manager 

Mr. Owen J. Chaney, Rinard, 111. 
In case of emergency call before 

8:00 a. m. or after 5:00 p. m„ call the 
following: For Carmi, McLeansboro, 
Norris City and vicinity, call Chalon 
Carter, phone No. 123, Norris City. 

For all of Edwards County, all of 
Wayne County, Crossville, Calvin 
and Phillipstown, in White County, 
call: Cloyd Musgrave, 60M, Norman 
Davis 18F21 or Bill Fleming 11F23, 
all of Fail field. 
First 20 Meter Cards To Come In 

L. O. Flanders, Flora; Fred Wells, 
Mt. Erie; Fred Jordan, RFD No. 2, 
Norris City; Elvis F. Blackford, No. 
1, Mill Shoals; J. J. Moore, Dahlgren; 
Lowery Bros. Store, Thackeray; Roy 
Shields, Wayne City; E. F. Keen, 
Keenes; Lawrence L. Donoho, No. 3, 
Bluford; James M. Neel, Carmi; L. C. 
Jordan, Rinard; George Ash, Noble; 
Carl Hosselton, Clay City; Sarah 
Bridges, McLeansboro; Wilford John¬ 
son, Macedonia; Bertha Carter, Barn¬ 
hill; Gordon Perry, Cisne; C. F. At¬ 
kinson, Geff; Owen Weaver, John- 
sonville; T. B. Thomas. Fairfield, 
No. 2. 

25 Highest Farm Users 
Jake Bowyer, Keenes, 1244; W. F. 

Ackerman, Carmi, 964; Arthur Red- 
mon, Springerton, 961; Cecil Freder¬ 
ick, Mt. Erie, 890; Ben Nation, Fair- 
field, 770; Walter Hines, Maunie, 
688; H. W. Smith, McLeansboro, 
583; John Spence, Geff, 573; Oral 
Brown, Fairfield, 545; Ed McRill. 
Wayne City, 512; Harry Lasater, 
Barnhill, 469; W. P. Davis, McLeans¬ 
boro, 440; Riley Mangis, McLeans¬ 
boro, 430; Dias Burton, Cisne, 422; 
Luke Fyle, Springerton, 387; Paul 
Mauntell, Carmi, 377; Frank Gray, 
Fairfield, 370; Mrs, Edna Nash, Al¬ 
bion, 354; Paul Daily, McLeansboro, 
339; Ira James, McLeansboro, 338; 
Everett Spencer, Grayvilk, 333; Fred 
Noah, Albion, 330; Thomas Bunnage, 
Ellery, 322; Peter Westergard, Mau¬ 
nie, 313; E. A. Marlin, Hearld, 301, 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Noel Woolever and Zilma Wool- 

ever, Wayne City; Harold and Della 
Runyan, Noble; L. J. and Addie 
Williams, Carmi; Daisy Musgrave, 
Fairfield; Hughes School No. 93, 
Crossville; B 6 K Flying Service, 
Fairfield; John T. and Gracie Rockett, 
Mill Shoals; Vernon and Elizabeth 
Lane, Geff; Andrew and Rene Forest, 
Mt. Erie; T. E. and Mildred Mont¬ 
gomery, Box 628, Grayville; Pearl 

tis, McLeansboro; S. Clifford Polard, 
Albion; Lela Hendricks, Mt. Erie; S. 
C, Taylor, single, Mill Shoals; Wen¬ 
dell and Lois M. Thomas, Springer¬ 
ton; Wm. H. and Wretha M. Grove, 
Cisne, R. No. 3; Lyman L. and Mil¬ 
dred L. Fortner, Ellery; Charlie C. 
and Helen Bain, Fairfield; John Allen, 
widower, Fairfield, No. 1. 

New Appliances 

New electrical appliances have be¬ 
gun to appear on the market in small 
numbers. We know that most of our 
consumers are very anxious to buy 
some new equipment and will buy as 
soon as they find what they want. 
Be sure that you know that you are 
getting what you want when you 
buy. 

We issue this warning because of 
the fact that a great number of small 
manufacturers are anticipating a 
large farm market in the near future 
for electrical equipment and are go¬ 
ing into this field of manufacturing 
for the first time. Some of them will 
come out with equipment that will be 
good in every respect and will con¬ 
tinue to place their products on the 
market. Others will manufacture 
farm electrical equipment for a short 
while, or until the boom is over, and 
will then turn their attention to some 
other field. We know from the his¬ 
tory of the past that the companies 
that were foremost in the manufac¬ 
ture of any and all electrical equip¬ 
ment before the war will soon be on 
the market with a new and improved 
machine whether it be a refrigerator, 
washing machine, curling iron or 
what not, that will give you long and 
continued service. Do not be too 
hasty and buy the first thing you see, 
but take a little time to find out some¬ 
thing about the history of the manu¬ 
facturer and buy from a reliable deal¬ 
er who is not only anxious to take 
care of your immediate needs but will 
take care of the servicing of your 
equipment as it needs it in the future. 

# » • 

We are endeavoring to make our 
column as interesting as possible for 
all of our members. To help us to 
know your interest, we would appre¬ 
ciate receiving any comment on the 
type of news items you would like 
to see appear in our columns. If you 
have any news or items' which you 
think would interest the other mem¬ 
bers of our Cooperative, mail them 
into our Office at Fairfield and we 
will be glad to publish them. With 
the members’ comments and news 
items, we should be able to have more 
informative and interesting columns. 

Of NRECA; MAY BE 
HELD IN DMOE 

— (1) carefully plowing fields infest 
.d with Canada Thistle; (2) dlscina j Pelie'r'iuld'bp’ai'Pralk'r.’cky Q^‘ 
or thoroughly harrowing plowed land Rober, and ,iene Wakefie|d; Keenes. 
to kill weeds that have come up this 
fall; (3) using the field digger 
quack grass. 

Milk Houses Under Construction 
Forty dairymen in Richland Coun¬ 

ty are planning construction of milk 
houses for improved quality milk. 
Contractors and material suppliers 
have been interviewed and urged to 
use the plans and materials recom¬ 
mended by the University of Wiscon¬ 
sin. More than 400 farm visits were 
made in the county to locate the 
dairymen interested In building milk 
houses. 

Tops in Cow Testing 
Wisconsin leads all states in the 

number of cows tested by dairy herd 
Improvement association. The state 
now has 132,699 cows on test. Al¬ 
though Pennsylvania has more asso¬ 
ciations than any other state (118), 
they test only 60,055 cows, or less 
than half- the number tested in Wis¬ 
consin. 

Mrs, Leo Stoddard, Xenia; Jacob R. 
Slankard and Clara M. Slankard, 
Crossville; Vernon H. and Lelah M. 
Luthe, Olney; E. J. and Bernice O’¬ 
Leary, Mill Shoals; Noel Woolever 
and Zilma Woolever, 'Wayne City; 
Harold and Della Runyan, Noble; 
L. J. and Addie Williams, Carmi; 
Bovee School Dist. 75, Fairfield, Box 
158; Mt Olive Church, Fairfield; 
Roy J. and Lola Finley, Fairfield; W. 
L. Gardner, Clay City; John C. and 
Berneda Felty, Springerton; Raymond 
L and Mabel A. Owen, Rt. No. 1, 
Fairfield; Cleveland School Dist. No. 
72, Crossville;; Dee Miller Drilling 
Co., Box 238, Lawrenceville; Vera 
and Virginia Martin, RFD No. 2, 
Crossville; Richard and Nellie Mann, 
Norris City; J. and Irene Smith, Mill 
Shoals; Harvey and Dorothy Hallam, 
Fairfield, RFD No. 5; Mrs. Dora J. 
Anderson, widow, Fairfield; Clarence 
and Flora Williams, Bluford; James 
E. and Margaret Moore, McLeans¬ 
boro; C. W. and Jewel Stocke, 
Springerton; Fred R. and Opal Cur- 

With restrictions governing travel 
and meetings modified recently, plans 
have gone forward to hold the annual 
regional meetings of members of the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, according to word from 
the Washington office. 

Provision was made at NRECA’s 
board meeting in Chicago last sum¬ 
mer whereby meetings could be post- 
poned at the discretion of the direct¬ 
ors, but Office of Defense Transpor¬ 
tation’s recent relaxations of govern¬ 
ment regulations governing conven¬ 
tions makes further delay of regional 
meetings unnecessary. 

Avery C. Moore, secretary-treas¬ 
urer of the national association left 
the meeting at Des Moines, Iowa, last 
month with plans for stopping in Chi¬ 
cago long enough to arrange for ac¬ 
commodations for the Region III 
meeting at one of the large hotels but 
crowded conditions in the Windy 
City may make it necessary to hold 
the meeting in Dubuque, 

j The annual meeting of members, 

under the revised By-laws of NRE 
CA, can be held any time between Jan. 
15 and May 15, 1946 and it was re¬ 
garded as reasonable to assume that 
convention restrictions will be fur¬ 
ther liberalized by early next year so 
steps are being taken to set a definite 
date and reach a decision as to the 
convention city. 
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Overflow Crowd Attends Princeton 
Annual Meeting; Election Held, 
Reports Disclose 
Co-op Increased 

Its Operations 
Annual meeting day for Illinois 

Valley Electric cooperative found the 
Farm Bureau hall at Princeton lined 
with rows and rows of chairs while 
long tables stood with white cloths 
covering refreshments put in readiness 
by Mrs. Helen Wolfe and her assist¬ 
ants, Miss Irene Simon and Miss 
Cammilla Anderson. 

Ferns and flowers had been placed 
at appropriate spots throughout the 
big hall and a table containing prizes 
to be awarded was neatly arranged 
for members to inspect. 

At 1 o’clock, the hour for the meet¬ 
ing to come to order, the rows and 
rows of chairs were filled with co-op 
members and a line four abreast 
stretched from the top of the wide 
stairway clear out into the street and 
more were coming all the time. 

This unexpected overflow crowd 
waited patiently while Mrs. Wolfe 
frantically telephoned the undertak¬ 
ing establishments and schools to lo¬ 
cate more chairs, meanwhile, tables 
were moved back and benches were 
carried in by willing helpers to make 
room for as many as possible. 
. Members of the Board of Directors, 
for v/hom arrangements had been 
made to sit near the front, gave up 
their chairs and stood along the wall. 
When every seat wras filled, members 
who could not be seated, lined the 
walls on both sides of the large room 
and stood in rows at the back. 

Meeting Gets Underway 
The meeting was called to order 

by President L. F. Boyle and the 
minutes of the last annual meeting 
presented for approval by Secretary 
Edith Kays after the entire assem¬ 
blage had sung the national hymn, 
“America.” 

A vocal duet by Mrs. Wolfe and 
John Collins, bookkeeper for the co¬ 
op, was followed by the introduction 
of guests who included Harold Whit¬ 
tle of REA’s operations division and 
Ed. C. Collier, REA field engineer 
for Illinois. 

Manager John H. Wolfe made his 
annual report after which Mrs. Ray¬ 
mond Eiten, wife of the co-op treas¬ 
urer, played a piano selection. 

In his report, Treasurer Eiten 
pointed out that the co-op now has a 
net worth of $1,054,710.43 and that 
there had been a gross gain in the 
year’s operations of over $42,000. 
He revealed that there were 3,072 
paid memberships and a net operat¬ 
ing gain of over $23,000 after inter¬ 
est payments to REA and accumula¬ 
tion of interest not yet due. 

Principal Reduced 
“We have made all necessary pro¬ 

visions for taxes, depreciation and 
interest,” Mr. Eiten reported. “Our 
amortization payments have advanced 
to the point w’here in June of this 
year we started making payments on 
the principal of our loan on which 
we have made no default in pay¬ 
ment.” 

The Treasurer pointed out that pen- 
ilties of $495.32 were paid during the 

year by members and he observed 
hat this sum would have purchased 

27,218 kilowatt hours of electricity. 
Advances made by REA to -date 

or construction have put 959 miles of 
line in use and more work of erect¬ 
ing lines is in progress, Mr. Eiten’s 
report disclosed. A new loan of 
$75,000 has been approved but at the 
time of the annual meeting had not 
cleared so was not included in his re¬ 
port of the co-op’s finances for the 

year closing August 31, Mr. Eiten 
explained. 

REA Official Talks 
Following the treasurer’s report, 

Harold Whittle, regional operations 
engineer for REA discussed the fu¬ 
ture plans of the agency and the ex¬ 
panding program which will be put 
into high gear with the final lifting 
of wartime restrictions and the in¬ 
creased availability of materials and 
manpower. 

“Conditions existing -during the 
war made it necessary to greatly cur¬ 
tail construction of REA cooperative 
lines and to set up a system of units 
through which new members could 
qualify for power as a part of the 
war effort,” WKittle reminded his 
listeners. 

“These restrictions have now been 
lifted and REA has a great share of 
the $200,000,000 allotment still avail¬ 
able for construction and a good share 
of the previous allotment still to be 
apportioned to the co-ops. Although 
it will take time for the country to 
convert back to full peacetime con¬ 
struction schedules, everything pos¬ 
sible is being done to expedite mat¬ 
ters so that those who are waiting 
for power lines will not have to wait 
a minute longer than is absolutely 
necessary,” Whittle assured the 
gathering. 

The REA engineer confided that i 
work was going forward to bring 
about a reduction in wholesale power 
rates and that he was hopeful in a 
short time to be able to report fav¬ 
orably on progress made. Reduction 
of -wholesale rates would affect sub¬ 
stantial savings in operations cost 
and permit co-ops to amortize their 
indebtedness more rapidly while at 
the same time expanding to attain 
full area coverage, he said. 

Star Entertainment 
Highlight of the entertainment pro¬ 

gram was a number of vocal selec¬ 
tions by Bobby McGrath, 13, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Edmund McGrath, co¬ 
op members from Ottawa. Bobby re¬ 
cently won two gold watches in radio 
contests over station WGN, Chicago, 
and was preparing to enter another 
contest against a field of nine other 
boys to compete for a $500 Victory 
Bond in a radio program over WGN 
on October 9. For every postcard re¬ 
ceived nominating him as the winner 
he will receive one vote and members 
at the meeting were urged to send 
postcards to Rubins, 1314 Milwaukee 
avenue, Chicago, to vote for Bobby 
as the winner. 

He was followed on the program 
by Mrs. Edith Kays who gave the 
secretary’s report, after which John 
Collins sang as a tenor solo the sa¬ 
cred classic, “Ave Maria.” 

The nominating committee report¬ 
ed on candidates and Madge Nye, 
Asa Gordon and Dale Anderson were 
re-elected as directors by a unani¬ 
mous resolution which was called for 
by President Boyle when no further 
nominations were made from the 
floor. 

A brief outline of future develop¬ 

ments for cooperatives was given by 
Ed C. Collier, REA field engineer 
for Illinois who predicted rapid ex¬ 
pansion of construction and many 
miles of newly energized lines by the 
time the next annual meeting is called. 

Illinois REA News 
A. D. Mueller, editor of the Illi¬ 

nois REA News, was introduced and 
he spoke briefly of the educational 
‘advantages of the publication and 
recommended to the membership that 
the Illinois Valley co-op become sub¬ 
scribers to assure the members of cur¬ 
rent news of the REA program and 
to keep themselves informed of de¬ 
velopments throughout the state and 
nation in the field of electric cooper¬ 
atives as wTell as news of their own 
cooperatives through a monthly col¬ 
umn prepared by the co-op office. 

The question of subscribing to the 
Illinois REA News was presented to 
the Board of Directors at its organ¬ 
izational meeting and each member 
indicated approval of the plan to 
have the publication sent to the mem¬ 
bers of the co-op each month. Ar¬ 
rangements were made to have the 
current issue of the paper sent to the 
Illinois Valley co-op pending formal 
motion of approval to place the co-op 
on the list of regular subscribers. 

■ Throughout the program, prizes 
were awarded at intervals and the 
final awarding of prizes was made 
before the meeting was recessed for 
the serving of refreshments. 

Through fast work on the part of 
the co-op office staff large additional 
quantities of ice cream, coffee and 
pastries were procured to provide for 
the large crowd and all were served 
generously before they started home 
again after having taken active part 
in another annual meeting of their 
co-op. 

STATE BOARD URGES 
CO-OPS OFFER JOBS 

TO RETURNING VETS 
A recommendation to Illinois REA 

cooperatives that they take advan¬ 
tage of the provisions of the GI “bill 
of rights” in offering job training to 
returning veterans was contained in 
a resolution passed by the state 
board October 17. 

A similar resolution was passed at 
the meeting of managers and foremen 
attending the safety education ses¬ 
sions in St. Louis October 15 and 16. 

Under the provisions of the GI bill, 
returning veterans are eligible to re¬ 
ceive supplemental pay from the gov¬ 
ernment while serving an apprentise- 
ship in a chosen line of work. The 
provisions of the bill would make it 
possible for veterans desiring to be¬ 
come linemen, groundmen and elec¬ 
trical servicemen, to be paid by the 
government while serving as appren¬ 
tice workers for REA co-ops. 

The state board’s action served to 
emphasize the provisions of the GI 
bill and to urge the co-ops in Illinois 
to take advantage of the opportunity 
to offer training to returning veterans. 

GIVING UP CHAIRS (o make room /or the overflow crowd, the board 
of directors of Illinois Valley Electric co-op are shown along the wall and 
at their table while President Boyle (extreme left) conducts the annual meet¬ 
ing. Left to right, sitting, Raymond Eiton, treasurer, Madge Nye, Eileen 
Slingsby, directors; standing, Asa Gordon, Perley D. Warner, Ray H. Jack- 
son, Dale Anderson, directors, and A. O. Seiboldt, co-op member from Knox 
County. Part of the large crowd is shown in the photo at the right as they 
applauded approval of Treasurer Eiton s report. 

PRINCIPAL SPEAKER at the meeting was Harold Whittle, REA 
regional operations engineer shown as he gave expression to his views oi* 
the postwar program of REA cooperative development. To the right of hint 
is shown Bobby McGrath as he sang a sentimental popular melody which 
delighted his audience. In the posed picture below the board of directors are 
left to right, sitting, Raymond Eiton, Madge Nye, Eileen Slingsby, Edith 
Kays, secretary, L. F. Boyle, president. Standing: Ray Jackson, vice presi* 
dent, Asa Gordon, Perley Warner, Dale Anderson, and Manager John H, 
Wolfe. 

Farmers Know 
What They Want 

In Rural Schools 
What school improvements do 

farmers want for the children? 
Economists of the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture recently interviewed 
farmers in all parts of the country to 
find out—^and here are the boiled- 
down results. 

More than two-thirds of the farm¬ 
ers interviewed favored greater con¬ 
solidation of schools. They said it 
would mean more educational advan¬ 
tages, more school-community ser¬ 
vices such as busses, libraries, equip¬ 
ment repair shops and canning cen¬ 
ters. In parts of the Midwest and 
Northern Plains areas, where more 
one-room schools exist, the econo¬ 
mists found that the question of con¬ 
solidation is still debated. Where 
consolidation is in effect and has 
made more progress, people are more 
likely to take it for granted. 

Two out of three farmers want 
school libraries which serve adults as 
well as children. 

Four out of five farmers inter¬ 
viewed favored having hot lunches 

| served to children in school. And at 
| least three-fifths of the farmers in 
| every area favored the hot-lunch pro¬ 
gram. In areas where surplus com¬ 
modities were distributed in largest 
quantities (especially in the South) 
the proportion favoring hot lunches 
was even greater. 

Two farmers in three hoped thar 
the school shops established during 
war years for repair of farm mach¬ 
inery would be maintained. Again in 
the South, the shops were most pop¬ 
ular because the lighter type of farm 
machinery used there can be easily 
served at such shops. 

One-half of all farmers interviewed 
throughout the country wanted 
school-community canneries mair^ 
tained for the convenience of farm 
families. Where canneries are al¬ 
ready established, four-fifths of the 
farmers want them continued. 

A 


