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Illinois Delegation Favors Request 
For Change in Farm Service Order 
McDonough Power Cooperative 
Member Receives REA Plaque 

PLAQUE AWARDED BY REA LEADER 

Mrs. Smith is shown above as she received the coveted REA production 
plaque from Joseph H. McCombs, REA regional operations engineer. Mrs. 
Smith is proud of her 1943 production achievements, and Mr. McCombs said 
that REA is just as proud to be able to recognize her accomplishments with 
a national award. 

Fifth Award Is 
Made iu State; 

Record Praised 
It took Mrs. Gilbert G. Smith, Sr., | 

and her capable assistant, Mrs. Beu- j 
lah Simms, to show the farmers of • 
Illinois what two women could do in I 
the matter of keeping up food pro- J 
duction—and in recognition of their j 
achievement the Rural Electrification : 

Administration late last month pre¬ 
sented Mrs. Smith with the coveted 
REA plaque. 

The award, presented to only four 
other winers in Illinois, was given 
Mrs. Smith on behalf of the Rural 
Electrification Administration by 
Joseph H. McCombs, REA regional 
operations engineer, at a dinner in 

(Turn to Page Five) 

DESERVE PRAISE 

Mrs. Smith (right) and her assist¬ 
ant, Mrs. Simms, are shown above in 
the midst of their flock of bronze- 
breasted turkeys. This flock last year 
totaled 1,000 birds. 

4-H Gardeners 
To Compete In 

Merit Contest 
The national 4-H victory garden 

activity, which has contributed ap¬ 
preciably to increasing food produc¬ 
tion since its inception in 1942, is 
continued this year. Through their 
4-H projects, members last year pro¬ 
duced six million bushels of garden 
products. 

As incentives to outstanding 
achievements by rural youth garden¬ 
ers, the Sears-Roebuck Foundation 
provides gold-plated medals for four 
county winners, $25 war bonds for 
eight state champions, and trips to the 
National 4-H Congress in Chicago 

next December as well as $100 war 
bonds for eight sectional-national win¬ 
ners. 

Last year's state sectional-national 
winner in Illinois was Wallace Deeke 
of Arlington Heights. 

CHANGE LOCATION OF 
NORRIS CO-OP OFFICE 

Offices of the Norris Electric co¬ 
operative will be moved in the 
near future to 103 West Jourdan 
street in the building formerly occu¬ 
pied by the Swick garage. 

The change in location was neces¬ 
sary because the building formerly 
occupied by the cooperative offices 
was sold. The new building, however, 
is larger than the former office struc¬ 
ture and directors say it will serve 
the purposes of the cooperative better 
than the old building. 

Senate Approves 
Pace Sill; Goes 

Into Conference 
No Controversy Expected 

on Provisions of 
Section Five 

The Pace Bill, which will save the 
REA cooperatives of the country ap¬ 
proximately $2,500,000 a year in in¬ 
terest payments, has passed the Senate 
and has been submitted for conference 
on controversial issues, none of which 
pertain to provisions effecting the 
REA program. No change was made 
in Section Five of the Bill, which 
means that this particular section will 
not be subject to conference. Con¬ 
troversial issues pertain only to the 

(Turn to Page Five) 

National Officers Present Rankin Cup 

National Association to Hold 
Adjourned Meeting on May 23 

DELEGATES TO ACT ON 
RATIFYING CHANGE 

IN BY-LAWS. 

Formal action on ratification of 
the by-law amendments of the Na¬ 
tional Rural Electric Cooperative as¬ 
sociation, approved at the conven¬ 
tion of the association March 20 and 
21 in Chicago, will be taken at a spe¬ 
cial meeting of members of the organ¬ 
ization May 23 in the DeSoto hotel, 
St. Louis. 

Five per cent of the total member¬ 
ship of the national association must 
be present at the special meeting in 
order that action on the changes in 
the by-laws can legally be adopted. 

The amendments pertain to in¬ 
creased representation of REA co¬ 
operatives on the NRECA board and 
the creation of an executive commit¬ 
tee to be composed of ten members, 
representing each region as defined 

in the present by-laws of the asso¬ 
ciation. 

Under the new by-laws, the 
NRECA board will be made up of 
one director from each state in which 

j there are one or more members of 
the national association. Members of 
the executive committee in the future 
will be chosen from among these 
state directors at regional meetings. 
Officers of the NRECA will be se¬ 
lected by the board from among mem¬ 
bers of the executive comnjittee. 

Ratification of the by-law amend¬ 
ments, which will not become effec¬ 
tive until after the next NRECA 
convention and which will not imme¬ 
diately effect the present board set¬ 
up, is expected to be a mere formal¬ 
ity. The special session, which is 
made necessary because the last na¬ 
tional association meeting was con¬ 
sidered a postponed session, was 
called by E. J. Stoneman of Platte- 
ville, Wis., president of the NRECA. 

Informal presentation of the Ran¬ 
kin Cup was made in the offices of 
the National Rural Electric Cooper¬ 
ative Association in Washington on 
the morning of May 11th. Congress¬ 
man John E. Rankin is pictured above 
(right) as he received the loving cup 
from the hands of President E. J. 
Stoneman (left), with Acting Man¬ 
ager Avery C. Moore (center) par¬ 
ticipating in the ceremony. 

Owing to the inability of Congress¬ 
man Rankin to attend the Chicago 
meeting of NRECA, formal presen¬ 
tation was made at that time by Pres¬ 

ident Stgneman to a delegation from 
Mississippi. The address that was to 
be given in person by the Congress¬ 
man was heard through transcription 
by the delegates. 

The cup was presented to Con¬ 
gressman Rankin, through the Na¬ 
tional association, for his "outstanding 
leadership in the field of rural elec¬ 

trification,” and was in keeping with 

the custom established at the St. Louis 

annual meeting when a plaque was 

presented to Senator George Norris 

of Nebraska. 

JOIN MID-WEST CO-OPS 
FOR CONFERENCE IN 

WASHINGTON 
WELSH, BECKER NAMED 
MEMBERS OF SECTIONAL 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Assurances have been given REA 
cooperative leaders by officials of 
the War Production Board and War 
Food Administration that careful con¬ 
sideration will be given requests for 
modification of amendments to recent 
utility orders which seriously restrict¬ 
ed the construction of power lines to 
farmsteads. 

These assurances of "careful con¬ 
sideration” were made by WPB and 
WFA officials as the consequence of 
conferences held in Washington early 
this month, attended by REA delega¬ 
tions from seven states. 

Illinois Delegates 
Illinois REA cooperatives were rep¬ 

resented at the conference in Wash¬ 
ington by three members of the board 
of the Illinois Association of Electric 
Cooperatives. These men, chosen at a 
special state-wide board meeting in 
Springfield late last month, were G. 
Wayne Welsh of Sciota, president 
of the board; Norman D. McCoy, 
member of Shelby Electric coopera¬ 
tive at Shelbyville and member of 
the state board, and A. E. Becker, 
manager of Menard Electric coopera¬ 
tive at Petersburg and coordinator 
of the Illinois state-wide association. 

On the strength of information re¬ 
ceived, indications are that new or¬ 
ders governing construction of U-l-c 
extensions will be issued in the near 
future, possibly later this month. Un¬ 
til such new orders are received, no 
announcement concerning definite 
proposed modifications can be made, 
delegates said. 

In presenting their case in favor of 
modifications of amended orders, with 
particular reference to U-l-c exten¬ 
sions, cooperative delegations from 
the block of seven states offered gov¬ 
ernment officials the following 4-point 
recommendation: 

Co-op Recommendations 
1. That the Administrative Letter 

and the Amendments of April 6, 1944, 
with regard to OWU Order U-l-c be 
recalled. 

2. That construction may proceed 
underU-l-c as it existed prior to April 
6, 1944, on all U-l-c applications ex¬ 
ecuted by farmers prior to April 20, 
1944, and approved by County Agri¬ 
cultural Conservation committees pri¬ 
or to May 20, 1944. , 

3. That if War Food Administra¬ 
tion and the Office of War Utilities 
determine that the shortage of mater¬ 
ials is such as to endanger the war 
program we recommend a morator¬ 
ium on the acceptance of U-l-c ap¬ 
plications by the utility for a period 
of 30 days, beginning May 1. 

4. That restrictions under U-l-c as 
amended January 22, 1944, and the 
availability of materials be the deter¬ 
mining factors after June 1, 1944. 

These recommendations were unan¬ 
imously adopted by delegations from 
the following states: Illinois, Wis¬ 
consin, Iowa, Indiana, Mississippi, 
Missouri and Wyoming. 

Transformer Problems 
In line with their determined effort 

(Turn to Page Five^ 
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CUTTING OUT 
PAPER DOLLS 

Senator Ellison D. Smith of 
South Carolina cavorted into 
the public prints last week to 
rank himself among the immor¬ 
tal Sherlock Holmes and Little 
Orphan Annie. Armed with 
magnifying glass and shears, 
Senator Smith went to work on 
the transcript of speeches de¬ 
livered during the Chicago 
convention of NRECA, to 
come up with the magnanimous 
charge that an REA official 
had stated to the convention 
delegates—“to hell with the 
law.” 

This “n a t i o n-r o c k i n g” 
charge was directed against 
Vincent D. Nicholson, who 
serves REA in the dual capac¬ 
ity of deputy administrator and 
legal counsel. Mr. Nicholson 
appeared on the NRECA pro¬ 
gram during a roundtable dis¬ 
cussion, and has since appear¬ 
ed before the senate subcommit¬ 
tee that continues its investiga¬ 
tion of the Rural Electrification 
Administration. He was vigor¬ 
ously criticized by the subcom¬ 
mittee, and Senator Smith 
chimed in by claiming it to be 
“the most shock ng evidence 
I’ve heard since this investiga¬ 
tion started.” 

Wotinell is the subcommittee 
Investigating, if Nick’s state¬ 
ment is the “most shocking evi¬ 
dence” uncovered thus far? 

Senator Smith really went to 
the bottom of things—identify¬ 
ing and confirming the trans¬ 
cript through the Chicago re¬ 
porter who covered the con¬ 
vention. And once his magni¬ 
fying glass had uncovered this 
“most shocking evidence” he 
lost no time in cutting out a 
few paper dolls and passed 
them around among Washing¬ 
ton newsmen. The next day 
Senator Smith was in the head¬ 
lines and the private power in¬ 
terests of America were chortl¬ 
ing over his ability to crash 
the front names with charges 
aimed at the Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration. 
• Over one thousand delegates 
to the NRECA convention 
heard Mr. Nicholson say: 
“When something is proposed, 
which I do not want to be 
done, I function as a lawyer, 
and I turn to myself as deputy 
administrator and I say, ‘it 
can’t be done because it ain’t 
legal,' and if I want something 
done I function as deputy ad¬ 
ministrator, and I say ‘to hell 
with the law, go ahead and do 
it’ ”—and no less than one 
thousand delegates laughed, 
and applauded his statement. 
They laughed because they 
knew Nick; they have known 
him during the entire history 
of REA; they know of his strict 
adherence to the legality of his 
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every action. Cor ing from him, 
his statement was funny. 

But it was no more laugh- 
provoking than the hellabaloo 
stirred up by Senator Smith. 

Of course, Mr. Nicholson 
denied that the statement rep¬ 
resented his methods of serving 
REA. Before the subcommittee 
he stated: “It was intended to 
be funny, and was so under¬ 
stood by the audience.” And 
from our front row seat we 
claim that his statement was 
funny, and was so understood 
by the audience. 

But here is a representative 
example of the butchering and 
distortion of an innocent state¬ 
ment, once it comes under the 
scrutiny of those opposed to 
the REA program. Here is an 
example of the type of propa¬ 
ganda that is pounced upon by 
reactionary newspapers to 
confuse the minds of an unin¬ 
formed public. This is the kind 
of editorial poison that quali¬ 
fies a newspaper for the fat 
advertising contracts from the 
“business managed” private 
utilities of the country. 

Until Senator Smith can 
come forward with a more sub¬ 
stantial morsel of “shocking 
evidence” than his “to hell with 
the law” charges against Vin¬ 
cent D. Nicholson, he had bet¬ 
ter do his doll-cutting back in 
South Carolina, instead of clut¬ 
tering up official Washington 
with his magnifying glass. 

DON'T GET 
US WRONG 

Statements made recently by 
Purcell L. Smith, president of 
the Middle West Utility Cor¬ 
poration, may not have been di¬ 
rected at REA cooperatives but 
they have an old familiar ring 
which private utility men are 
beginning to give their utter¬ 
ances on occasions when they 
address their stockholders. 

Said Mr. Smith: 
“There is a good possibility 

that the job of providing power 

will to a great degree be 
thrown back on privately-fi¬ 
nanced organizations after the 
war. With the mounting pub¬ 
lic debt, it scarcely seems 
thinkable that citizens of the 
nation will continue to permit 
federal funds, raised through 
taxation or borrqwing, to be 
diverted to building and subsi¬ 
dizing politically managed elec¬ 
tric power projects for the 
benefit of a relatively few per¬ 
sons in certain sections of the 
country.” 

For the benefit of Mr. Smith 
and others who may have con¬ 
strued his statements as a re¬ 
flection on the REA coopera¬ 
tives, let us repeat that the na¬ 
tion’s co-ops have never re¬ 
ceived one dime of government 
subsidy. Money used for con¬ 
struction of electric lines has 
been loaned to farm groups, 
and this money has been paid 
back with interest. And for 
their further benefit the RE/\ 
cooperatives of this country are 
today serving 1,500,000 farms 
and rural establishments in 45 
states of the nation. 

The Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation has loaned money 
to numerous business corpora¬ 
tions, but big business has 
never though of those loans as 
subsidies — especially when 
they have been compelled to 
pay that money back with in¬ 
terest. Then why is it that in¬ 
dividuals who should know bet¬ 
ter will consider funds loaned 
to REA cooperative groups as 
subsidies? 

That’s a question which pri¬ 
vate utility organizations find 
difficult to answer honestly, 
because the answer in many 
cases can be summed up in the 
rather revealing statement 
made by one prominent private 
power magnate who stated that 
his utility company would be 
willing to take over REA co¬ 
operative lines in his district 
if they could be had at a reas¬ 
onable figure. His argument was 
that his utility company would 

save the taxpayers millions of 
dollars in taxes by operation 
of the lines. 

To city residents, uninform¬ 
ed as most of them are con¬ 
cerning the REA cooperative 
program, that sounded like a 
plausible argument. Far too 
many of our city residents, and 
many of our rural residents, 
are of the opinion that the 
government has squandered 
great sums of money to build 
rural electrification lines, and 
that none of that money has 
ever been repaid. 

Let your city friends and 
your uninformed rural neigh¬ 
bors know that the money re¬ 
ceived by your cooperative has 
been LOANED and not given 
away. Let them know that the 
nation’s cooperatives have so 
far paid back $30,000,000 or a 
substantial portion of their 
loans and that, in addition to 
this principal payment, the co¬ 
operatives have also paid the 
government more than $7,000,- 
000 in interest. 

If local banks, in the com¬ 
munities in which anti-REA 
cooperative statements are be 
ing made today, could show a 
balance sheet with similar busi¬ 
ness transactions recorded as 
the government can produce 
with respect to its REA stand 
ing, they would be buying full 
page advertisements to publi¬ 
cize the fact. 

Government is NOT in com¬ 
petition with private utilities 
It is merely in the business of 
loaning money and such loans 
are available to private utilities 
for tfce electrification of the 
nation’s farmsteads as well as 
it is to cooperative organiza 
tions. But the private utilities, 
in business for enormous pro¬ 
fit, have shown no great desire 
to furnish electricity to the 
rural population at rates the 
farmer could afford to pay. 
Now that the cooperative or¬ 
ganizations have proven that 
farmers will use electric power 
and that the farmers can pay 

for it, the private utilities are 
making every conceivable at¬ 
tempt to appease the misjudg-^ 
ment of their “business man^^ 
agement” and regain this rural 
source of income which they 
have so sadly neglected. 

Opportunities for correcting 
misconceptions of the operation 
of REA cooperatives appear al¬ 
most daily in ordinary conver¬ 
sation. It is suggested that 
members acquaint themselves 
with respect to the financial 
status of their cooperative, andw 
understand the REA coopera¬ 
tive program in order that false 
statements may be stopped at 
their source. 

When annual membership 
meetings or conferences are 
held, at which persons familiar 
with REA procedure speak, it 
is wise for cooperative manag¬ 
ers to make an effort to have 
the factual excerpts publishedw 
in their local newspapers. It is 
equally wise for cooperative 
managers to make friends with 
the newspaper reporters and 
editors. They can and will help 
in the preparation of stories of 
interest to their urban and 
rural readers. 

The vast majority of city 
residents lack information a- 
bout the REA cooperative 0 
movement, and can be easily 
influenced by misleading state¬ 
ments. Remember, the city resi¬ 
dent votes, too—and he is in 
the majority. You can beat 
your critics to the punch if 
your arguments are clear and 
concise. The REA cooperative 
movement has a strong claim 
for continued existence, but 
that claim must be substanti-# 
ated by an informed member¬ 
ship. 

1^ 
POSTWAR PLANNING 
FOR AGRICULTURE 

Agriculture, like industry, 
will face many problems of 
reconversion after this war. In 
fact, there is a direct relation¬ 
ship between the two sets of 
problems, for what agricultures 
can do in the postwar period 
will depend in large measure 
upon productive employment in 
industry. 

At the request of the United 
States Department of Agricul¬ 
ture, the College of Agriculture 
at the University of Illinois has 
prepared a comprehensive 
study of the farmers’ post-war 
problems and programs. The W 
findings are based on condi¬ 
tions in Illinois, but they are 
pertinent to agriculture’s prob¬ 
lems generally. 

The war effort has produced 
significant changes in agricul¬ 
ture in Illinois, which are re¬ 
flected in a greater or less de¬ 
gree in nearly all of our pre¬ 
dominately farm states. The 
study points out that wartime*® 
acreages of crops not only 
greatly exceed the 1937-1941 
average, but are about 30 per¬ 
cent in excess of the long-time 
desirable level. There has also 
been a decided shift toward 
greater acreage of intertilled 
crops. 

The increased acreages and 
intensive cultivation, plus the 
mis-use of approximately 3,-/^ 
000,000 acres of land best 
suited for woodland, have ag¬ 
gravated the problem of soil 
erosion and reduced the fertil¬ 
ity of the soil. It is estimated* 
for example, that at the end of 
1942, the lime need for the state 
was at least 45,000,000 tons. 

To enable farmers to make 
land improvements and to car¬ 
ry out the proper conservation^ 
measures, it will be necessary 
that price levels for farm pro- 

(Turn To Page Four) 
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Youthful Members of Menard Co-op 
Contribute Efforts to War-time Needs 

THE NATION’S RURAL BOYS AND GIRLS have stepped into the wartime picture 
with all the vigor and enthusiasm with which youth is so richly endowed to help make and 
repair the electrical equipment which keeps the country’s agricultural workers in the lead 
on the vital home front. Illustrating these pertinent facts are the pictures shown on this 

•>     

page of boys and girls in the Menard Electric Cooperative area. In the upper left panel ap* 
pears Mildred Roegge of Petersburg, who is using a pressure cooker on an electric stovt 
to can vegetables and fruits she raised in her home garden. Appearing in the right panel 
are Miss Roegge and Alia Ann Sewell of Petersburg, exploring the electric refrigerator. 

State Board To 
Back Projects 

By 4-H Groups 

APPROVE ELECTRICAL 
PROGRAMS BY FARM 

BOYS, GIRLS 

I bring vital information to the general 
j membership. 

I It was reported that circulation of 
| the paper is now over 16,000. Addi- 
| tional subscribers, however, are neces- 
■ sary, it was said, to achieve the aim 
! of making the publication a truly 

state-wide REA paper. 

A. C. Barnes, manager of MJ.M. 
Electric cooperative, said that in¬ 
formation on a proposed group insur¬ 
ance program for all REA coopera¬ 
tive personnel was being compiled 
and would be ready in the near future. 

Directors of the Illinois Association 
of Electric Cooperatives, together 
with other leaders of REA coopera¬ 
tives throughout the state, voted at a 
special state-wide board meeting last 
month in Springfield to approve and 
encourage rural electrification pro¬ 
jects among 4-H club boys and girls. 

In extending its approval to rural 
youth interested in farm electricity, 

^.he board made no distinction be¬ 
tween boys and girls on REA coop¬ 
erative or public utility lines—wel¬ 
coming representatives from all sys¬ 
tems to join in a common cause to 
promote rural electrification. 

Directors also voted to approve 
prizes to 4-H club members for out* 
standing projects with details for this 
feature to be worked out by individual 
cooperatives along with farm advisers 

«n counties which they serve. In con¬ 
nection with the promotion of electri¬ 
fication projects, B. J. Snively, man¬ 
ager of the Rural Electric Conveni¬ 
ence Cooperative of Divemon and 
former state REA safety and job 
training committee director, emphasiz¬ 
ed that boys and girls must keep 
safety requirements in mind when 

JUST THE RIGHT AMOUNT OF OIL is necessary to the oper¬ 
ation of electric motors, and Ralph Colby is assuming that responsibility 
in the above picture. 

making or repairing electrical equip¬ 
ment. 

Leaders of 4-H clubs were encour¬ 
aged by the board to work with 
REA cooperatives in their community 
in order to secure assistance in inter¬ 
esting boys and girls in rural electri¬ 
fication projects. 

Discuss Publication 

The Illinois REA News was again 
brought up for consideration and 
board members reiterated a statement 
made previously offering all rjon- 
subscribing cooperatives in the state 
a 3-month trial subscription in their 
efforts to increase circulation and 

THRIFTY FARM HOMEMAKERS are important to the war ef» 
fort, too—which gives reason for the interest shown by Dorothy Sewell 
of Petersburg in the operation of an electric sewing machine. 

% JUNIOR MEMBERS OF THE MENARD COOPERATIVE are most of the boys in 
the above group of pictures. In the left panel is Alan Herzberger of Virginia, who is oper¬ 
ating « home-made air compressor to inflate an automobile tire. The center panel shows a 

group of boys who are members of the Petersburg high school vocational agricultural class* 
conducting a repair clinic for the purpose of getting broken household appliances back intq 
service. Photos on this page by Monte Montague, REA staff photographer. 
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Here ’n t here 
in ILL I HOIS 

BY RUSSELL GINGLES 

A. E. Becker, manager of the Men¬ 
ard Electric cooperative, was uncere¬ 
moniously moved out. of his office at 
Petersburg for a short time re¬ 
cently. The force behind the move, 
however, wasn’t an irate member—just 
a couple of the boys who moved in 
to wash the office walls. 

* ★ ★ 
Cooperatively speaking, we’ll cast 

bur vote for Phillip Coon, who re¬ 
sides on Route 10 in the heart of the 
farm land which was flooded by the 
rampaging Illinois river this year. 
These are the days when a fellow’s 
car is as certain to get stuck on a 
muddy road as a Hollywood movie 
actress is sure of getting a divorce a 
month or two after marriage. Driv¬ 
ing down a sharp incline to get a look 
at the fields of winter wheat which 
have been planted in the former flood¬ 
ed lands, we practically dropped out 
of sight in a mud hole. After spin¬ 
ning 10,000 miles or more of rubber 
off our rear wheels in a vain attempt 
to get out, we sought out Mr. Coon. 
His car, however, couldn't budge our 
tired, mud-bound gas buggy and so 
we went for a ride in Phil’s automo¬ 
bile back to Havanna and from gar¬ 
age to garage until he located a kind 
soul with a wrecker to get us back 
on the straight and narrow. Without 
Mr. Coon this issue of the Illinois 
REA News might have been dated: 
Mud hole, Route 10, adjacent to Illi¬ 
nois River. 

And without the wrecker, we 
might have spent the next few months 
there and been on hand to harvest 
that winter wheat crop. Or maybe 
we should have sent our draft board 
a notice to come and get us if they 
wanted us. 

* ★ * 

 It’s a mighty good thing that 
Freddy Darr isn’t single—or he’d be 
mobbed to death by war-job-working 
single girls who have been too busy 
to learn to cook. Freddy, it can be 
recorded, makes the most delicious 
scrambled eggs and bacon in Peters¬ 
burg. He also has another rare cul¬ 
inary distinction, being able to serve 
toast to a guest directly out of the 
toaster without having to first scrape 
it off in the kitchen sink. 

* ★ * 

While on the subject of food, it 
took Floyd Ruble, manager of Jo- 
Carroll Electric cooperative at Eliza¬ 
beth to call the turn on a couple of 
stale doughnuts served in his town’s 
coffee shop. Biting through the crust 
of one of the doughnuts, he hazarded 
the thought that he “should have come 
in yesterday for his fresh food.” The 
waiter leveled a mean eyebrow at 
Floyd and countered: “You may think 
those are yesterday’s doughnuts,” he 
challenged, “but they’re not.” Un¬ 
daunted by the comback, Floyd click¬ 
ed one of the stale sinkers on his 
saucer and reasoned: “You mean, 
they won’t be yesterday’s doughnuts 
until 6 o'clock tonight, eh?” The wait¬ 
er retreated in silence—disengaging 
himself from the enemy as it were. 

* * * 

“Chuck” Youtzy, lineman for Jo- 
Carroll Electric Cooperative, Inc., of 
Elizabeth, whose electrical angle worm 
“devining rod" is described in the 
current issue, reports that competition 
for fish bait in Jo Carroll county is 
terrific. Seems that big robins and 
little robins prove to be the early 
birds which get the worms—and 
"Chuck" just is the “little man wdio 
isn’t there” when the worms finally 
angle out of the ground at the sum¬ 
mons of his spade-saving gadget, ★ ★ ★ 

Don’t think that because Walter 
Risser, president of Corn Belt Electric 
cooperative of Bloomington, and Man 
ager Ted Hafer let you win your first 
two games on the Bloomington alleys 

that you’re going to take the third 
game. Those first two games are just 
to let you know that you're a visitor 
in their town and they want to 
make you feel at home . . . but in that 
third game, brother, the boys take 
off the gloves and you gradually get 
the idea that any thoughts you may 
have entertained that you were some 
pumpkins as a bowler are purely coin¬ 
cidental. Duck pins are “duck soup" 
for those fellows and it takes only 
that last game to get the point across. 

* * * 

If the selective service ever sees 
F. A. Tannaill, Wayne-White Coun¬ 
ties Electric cooperative manager, op¬ 
ening that trick office window of his 
he’ll go into 1-A and overseas with¬ 
out benefit of commando training. 
“Tanny” has his own system of open¬ 
ing the window, which, is only a 
foot or two below the high ceiling. 
Like the daring young man on the 
flying trapeze, he deftly tilts a chair 
back against the wall, steps on the 
edge (of the chair not the wall) and 
opens it with a mere twist of the 
wrist. With all the stresses and strains 
figured out, he has never had a 
tumble and probably never will. Such 
antics would come in handy in vault¬ 
ing Germany’s formidable West Wall. 

The New Winner 
As long as John Waggoner’s win¬ 

ning personality holds, out, the man¬ 
power shortage—at least in the line 
staking department—will never both¬ 
er Coles-Moultrie Electric coopera¬ 
tive at Mattoon. John has twice per¬ 
suaded farm women to help him 
stake lines, and it is rumored, there 

a waiting list being compiled in 
the office of other members of the fair 
sex who are battling for the chance 
to be the next one chosen for the job. 
As part of his deluxe staking service, 
John has even gone so far as to help 
put on snow suits and overshoes for 
farm youngsters of his women assist¬ 
ants when the children want to go 
along to see that mother does her 
part of the work satisfactorily. 

★ * ★ 

Donna Read, daughter of E. R. 
Read, president of Jo-Carroll Electric 
Cooperative, Inc., thinks she has the 
new “half-hat" style of women’s hats 
licked. She recently purchased two of 
the “half-hat” hats with the thought 
in mind of getting one acceptable 
“whole” hat. Everett, however, says 
it didn’t work because Donna can’t 
seem to wear the two “half-hats" at 
the same time. Looks like she’ll just 
have to remain a slave to fashion until 
designers change their whims and fan¬ 
cies. 

★ ★ ★ 
Congressman W. R. Poage of 

Texas told delegates to the recent 
NRECA convention that residents of 
Dixie land know how long the war 
is going to last. “It will," he said, 
“take one year to lick the Nazis 
and the Japs—and three years to get 
the damn Yankees out of Texas.” 

★ * * 

Mrs. Gilbert Smith, Sjr., member of 
McDonough Power cooperative at 
Macomb, expressed her exciteqjent at 
receiving an REA plaque in a novel 
manner recently. Said Mrs. Smith, as 
she was rewarded for her food pro¬ 
duction efforts, “I feel more nervous 
now than I did on my wedding day.” 

* ★ ★ 

Just a Suggestion 
We couldn't help but think, when 

members of the board of the Illinois 
Association of Electric cooperatives, 
were selecting a delegation to confer 
with Washington officials on recent 
WPB regulations governing con¬ 
struction of lines that they overlooked 
two good bets in their choice of rep¬ 
resentatives. If they wanted to add 
“weight" to the delegation they could 
have done no better than to have 

chosen Lester Boys, Shelby Electric 
cooperative manager, and Fred Darr, 
electrification adviser of Menard Elec¬ 
tric cooperative at Petersburg. Both 
men, you see, tip the scales at well 
over 200 pounds each. 

* * * 

A successful farmer must always be 
one jump ahead of the other boys, 
and Walter Risser demonstrated this 
trait in his plans for attending the 
association board meeting at Spring- 
field last month. Walter took a quick 
look at the calendar and decided that 
the meeting was scheduled for April 
26—and, if it hadn’t been for some 
persuasian on the part of Manager 
Ted Hafer, he would have been on 
hand to start the meeting Wednesday 
instead of Thursday. 

* ★ Hr 

Last month was evidently the 
proof reader's as well as your re¬ 
porter’s rest period. However, now 
that all the errors, typographical and 
otherwise, have been crammed into 
one issue the fog may clear and life 
may proceed normally again. Just 
to show that we could top all errors 
in publication of names, we got our¬ 
selves mentally tangled in the names 
of twro very important personages in 
the Dean Searls household—one (and, 
by far the most important) is Paul, 
Mr. and Mrs. Saris super-active son, 
and the other is Tommy, Paul’s coop¬ 
erative cat. 

Befogged as we were in watching 
Paul swinging one minute and calling 
Tommy the next, we took Paul’s pic¬ 
ture and labled him by calling him 
Tommy. However, by the time Tom¬ 
my grows old enough to give us the 
punch in the nose we deserve, we’ll 
be so ancient he’ll probably take pity 
on those gray hairs and let us get 
by without much more than a kick in 
the shins. 

But this is another month and we'll 
try and live down the fact that cor¬ 
rected lines were put in the wrong 
places in several stories; that we said 
“locked” plant instead of locker plant; 
that a blotch of ink smeared one 
photograph beyond recognition; that 
those sly type gremlins sneaked into 
the composing room to drop “pied” 
lines and guide lines here and there, 
and that such things as “continued on 
page eleven" got mixed up with 
“turn to page ten.” 

We have yet to start the paper on 
Page 12 and work back to Page 1, 
but don’t give up—that bit of fantasy 
and the invasion may take place on 
the same day. 

APPROPRIATIONS BILL 
FOR AGRICULTURE NOW 

AWAITS SENATE ACTION 

EXCHANGE FARM 
MACHINERY FOR 

MAXIMUM USAGE 
In meeting farm machinery short¬ 

ages resulting from the scarcity of re¬ 
placements for equipment wearing 
out, more machines will have to be 
loaned to neighbors and the use of 
those available will need to be ex¬ 
changed this year. 

It was pointed out that farmers 
who exchange machinery with their 
neighbors are justified in making a 
loan charge for it and in having it re¬ 
turned in as good shape as when it 
left the farm. Both parties should in¬ 
spect the machine carefully before it 
is taken from the farm, and there 
should be an understanding that the 
borrower will replace all broken parts. 
Rental rates should be based on the 
cost to the owner of keeping the ma¬ 
chine running on his own farm, plus 
a fair margin to cover risk. 

Moore Appears Before Ag. 
Committee in Behalf 

of REA Co-ops ' 

The Agricultural Appropriations 
Committee of the Senate is now 
holding hearings on H. R. 4443, ac¬ 
cording to the current bulletin from 
NRECA. This Agricultural Appro¬ 
priations Bill pased in the House on 
March 24th. 

Many REA cooperatives and pub¬ 
lic power and public utility districts 
have urged their Senators to support 
any effort made to increase the 
amount of funds provided in the pres¬ 
ent bill to carry forward the rural 
electrification program. Secretary- 
Treasurer Avery C. Moore appeared 
before the Committee April 25 on be¬ 
half of the co-ops. 

The present bill carries $22,550,000 
for the Rural Electrification Admin¬ 
istration. Of the total amount, $20,- 
000,000 is for loan funds, the same as 
appropriated last year, and $2,550,- 
000 is for administrative expenses, a 
reduction of $8,000 from last year. 

Delegates to the Chicago conven¬ 
tion adopted a resolution recommend¬ 
ing to the Congress an appropriation 
or authorization of $60,000,000 for 
rural electrification so as to permit 
increased production of food for war 
purposes. A copy of this resolution 
has been sent to all members of the 
Congress. Another resolution adoot- 
ed at the convention asked that funds 
be made available to enable REA to 
proceed at once with the develop¬ 
ment of a post war program for the 
rapid and immediate expansion of 
central station service to all the un¬ 
served farms and rural homes in the 
United States. Copies of this resolu¬ 
tion, also, have been furnished the 
Congress. 

In the period of high prices and 
good income, farmers are apt to for¬ 
get about their cooperatives. 

DeKALB—“We have four open¬ 
ings for married men on general 
farms offering more than $100 a 
month for experienced help,” says D. 
G. McAllister, acting farm adviser 
for DeKalb county. “Some farmers 
have come in to see what the wage 
scale is so that they can make new 
offers to their present help. Others 
are inquiring about the labor situa¬ 
tion before planning the year’s work.” 

MOLINE—Ralph Taylor, adviser 
for Rock Island county, says his of¬ 
fice is receiving requests from family 
men working in shops about the pos¬ 
sibility of securing farm work. 

EDITORIAL 
(From Page Two) 

ducts, in comparison with pro¬ 
duction costs, be maintained at 
adequate levels, the study 
points out. 

Agriculture also faces the 
problem of absorbing the re¬ 
turning service man and war 
workers. In Illinois, it is esti¬ 
mated, that in the next five 
years approximately 22,000 
veterans can find profitable em¬ 
ployment in agriculture. To 
provide agricultural employ¬ 
ment the study suggests that a 
program be set up for the re¬ 
turn of land now held by the 
government for military use, 
that precautions be taken to 
check inflation of land values, 
and that wherever possible 
farm operators be aided in be¬ 
coming farm owners. 

Other phases of the study 
deal with the need for more 
educational facilities for farm¬ 
ers, expansion of agricultural 
research, farm housing and 
electrification, and marketing 
problems in the demobilization 
period. 

One of the readjustments 
which may be expected, the 
study warns, is the decline of 
agricultural prices in relation 
to industrial products. While 
agriculture has little to fear 
from a natural price readjust¬ 
ment, provided the country 
does not have a serious depres¬ 
sion, the study emphasizes that 
assurance is needed that the 
prices of some agricultural pro¬ 
ducts whose output has been 
expanded to meet wartime 
needs will not fall below un¬ 
profitable levels before farmers 
have an opportunity to readjust 
their production. 

Neither agriculture nor in¬ 

dustry can afford to wait until 
the war ends to plan for the 
future. The study, prepared by 
the Illinois College of Agricul¬ 
ture, in collaboration with the 
Illinois Agricultural experiment 
station, offers an excellent pat¬ 
tern on which other farm states 
may base their post-war plans 
for agriculture.— (From St, 
Louis Globe-Democrat). 

ft? 
FROM THE 
GRASS-ROOTS 

“Just recently a neighbor 
had some bad luck and couldn’t 
farm 40 acres of his land. He 
asked us to rent it. At first we 
thought we couldn’t find time 
to farm it. Then we thought of 
all the time v/e spent milking 
cows. If we just didn’t have to 
milk them, we could farm the 
ground. An electric milking ma¬ 
chine was the solution. We 
took the ground—and ordered 
a milking machine which cuts 
our milking time to less than 
half. Now in addition to our 
own farm we have a victory 
farming project on which we 
are raising corn and soybeans.” 

This paragraph, quoted by 
Administrator Harry 

Slattery in his report to Claude 
R. Wickard, secretary of ag¬ 
riculture, and taken from a let¬ 
ter written by an Iowa farm 
woman is typical of the expres¬ 
sions on help which electricity 
can give to farmers engaged in 
providing food for freedom. 

It also seems to provide a 
staunch argument in favor of 
a program which will extend— 
not curtail the construction of 
electric lines in farming areas. 
With the selective service poli¬ 
cy now apparently aimed at 
taking farmers under 26 years 
of age into military service, it 
appears only reasonable for 
older farmers to seek ways and 
means of finding some method 
of getting their big farming job 
done without the help of able, 
young men. In their frantic ef¬ 
forts to alleviate the help short¬ 
age, they have nothing else to 
turn to except electrical equip¬ 
ment. 

Statistics show that in many 
farm tasks 1 kilowatt-hour of 
electric energy will do as much 
work as a man can do in a 
whole day; that 1 kilowatt- 
hour, with a man guiding its 
power, can milk 30 cows or 
grind 200 bushels of grain, or 
raise 2 chicks in an electric 
brooder or chop and elevate a 
ton of ensilage, or do scores of 
other farm chores. 

If electric energy can help in 
maintaining food production, 
and if food is necessary to the 
war effort—then it is high time 
that all obstacles, aside from 
those unavoidable because of 
material shortages brought on 
by the war, be brushed aside 
and power be allowed to flow 
to the thousands of farmsteads 
whose owners are now hoping 
for service from REA cooper¬ 
ative lines. 

# 

4-H CLUBS 
Members of the board of the 

Illinois Association of Electric 
cooperatives have voted unani¬ 
mously to approve rural electric 
projects attempted by 4-H club 
boys and girls. This state board 
sanction extends to sons and 
daughters of members and non¬ 
members of REA cooperatives. 

In backing the 4-H club 
movement, REA leaders felt 
that the boys and girls of to¬ 
day will be the rural electrifica¬ 
tion heads of the future. If rural 
youth can be interested in farm 
electricity projects they un¬ 
doubtedly will prove a boon to 
expanded rural electrification 
programs in the years ahead. 
It has been said that intelli¬ 
gent youth is the world’s best 
insurance for a successful fut¬ 
ure. 
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Mid-west Co-ops 
Ask Modified 

Service Ruling 
[From Page One) 

to have the U-l-c order, as amended, 
modified, delegates also asked for 
frank answers to the question of an 
alleged transformer shortage. 

On the problem of transformers, 
government officials said: 

!. That manufacture of transform¬ 
ers has been seriously curtailed be¬ 
cause of the manpower shortage, 
which has been brought about by the 
shifting of skilled workmen from 
transformer production lines to those 
factories which had previously been 
converted to the manufacture of vi¬ 
tally needed radar and radio equip¬ 
ment. 

2. That future construction of lines 
will depend on the availability of 
transformers, the supply of which in 
turn depends on the limited output, 
necessarily hampered by the man¬ 
power shortage and the growing need 
for radar and radio equipment. 

In the light of these twTo statements, 
REA delegations informed WPB and 
WFA that, in their opinion, no farm¬ 
er in the nation would seek or desire 
material for electrical service if that 
material is needed to further the war 
effort. 

Assurances, however, that amended 
utility orders would receive consider¬ 
ation relative to modification to some 
extent, and the clarification o* rumors 
of, discriminatim and othei charges 
provide proof that money spent by 
REA cooperatives and state-wide 
REA cooperative associations in 
sending delegations to Washington 
was a wise investment. In addition 
to gaining promises that favorable ac¬ 
tion would be taken in the interests 
of the REA cooperative program, 
delegates, by their presence in a body 
in Washington, also impressed upon 
government officials the strength of 
the REA movement and the serious¬ 
ness with which the hundreds of thou¬ 
sands- of farmers throughout the na¬ 
tion regard any move which might 
hamper the rural electrification pro¬ 
gram. 

Committees Named 
To confer with heads of WPB and 

the War Food Administration on spe¬ 
cific problems in conjunction with the 
general committee, delegates named 
an executive group consisting of the 
following men: I. E. Trottnow of 
Vinton, Iowa; John Magnin of Lena, 
Wis., chairman of the publications re¬ 
lations committee of the Wisconsin 
Electric Cooperative; G. Wayne 
Welsh of Sciota, president of the Illi¬ 
nois Association of Electric Cooper¬ 
atives, and A. E. Becker of Peters¬ 
burg, coordinator of the Illinois state¬ 
wide; A. H. Holbert of Monticello. 
Mo.; Thomas C. Cooper of Corydon, 
Ind., and S. L. Smith of Laurd. Miss. 

Other delegates included Norman 
D. McCoy of Blue Mound, 111., mem¬ 
ber of the Illinois state-wide board; 
O. J. Grau, president of the Iowa 
state-wide association: Farl F. Wis¬ 
dom, Iowa state-wide attorney; 
George Rice and Ed Beach, Iowa 
REA cooperative managers; C. M. 
Bowman of Mississippi, and Messrs. 
Gi^bs and Langley of Missouri. 

Aiding the delegations in their 
rend of conferences in Washington 
was the National Rural Electric Co- 
ooerative Association, represented by 
President E. ]. Stoneman of Platte- 
ville, Wis., and Acting Executive 
Manager Avery C. Moore. The gen¬ 
eral and executive committees met 
with Marvin ]ones. War Food Ad¬ 
ministrator, and his assistant: Ed¬ 
ward Falck, Director of the Office of 
War Utilities; Barney Sickler, Clar- 
e->-e Winder and Paul Valley of die 
War Production Board; Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration officials: 
and representatives and senators from 
the various states. - 

W'or to the conferences, coooress- 
men from states represented by •he 
dfdenaHons received stronglv worded 
resol"«nns adopted at state-wide 
meetings. 

’We text of the resolution adonted 

by the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperative follows: 

Whereas, Office of War Utilities 
has heretofore promulgated orders de¬ 
nominated U-l-c under which the Co¬ 
operatives of Illinois have completed 
applications for construction of elec¬ 
tric lines and services to farms and 
farmsteads in this state; and 

Whereas, the Office of War Utili¬ 
ties promulgated an amendment to 
said Order U-l-c on April 6, 1944, 
supplemented by administrative letter, 
which so materially restrict construc¬ 
tion by reason of the limitations there¬ 
in contained, that such construction 
will practically be stopped; and 

Whereas, such restrictions material¬ 
ly hamper and reduce the production 
of food and the efficient operation of 
farms ready to be served; and 

Whereas, the Office of War Utili¬ 
ties based its amendment to Order 
U-l-c, and the administrative letter, 
upon a shortage of transformers caus¬ 
ed by the alleged conversion of manu¬ 
facturing plants manufacturing electric 
transformers of capacity of 5 K.V.A. 
or less to the manufacture of radio 
or radar equipment for the armed 
forces; and 

Whereas, investigation reveals that 
such conversion has not taken place, 
and that such shortage does not 
exist; and 

Whereas, said transformer manu¬ 
facturers have available stocks of 
transformers on hand and available 
capacity and material to manufacture 
same; and 

Whereas, many of the Cooperatives 
in Illinois have transformers on hand 
and available for construction of elec¬ 
tric lines and services, permitted by 
and developed under the provisions 
of the original U-l-c order; and 

Whereas, many farmers, relying 
upon said original order of the Office 
of War Utilities, have wired their pre¬ 
mises in anticipation of receiving elec¬ 
tric service; and 

Whereas, numerous applications for 
permission to construct extensions in 
excess of 5,000 feet under said ori¬ 
ginal orders were forwarded to said 
Office of War Utilities by said Co¬ 
operatives long before April 6, 1944, 
and should have been approved; and 

Whereas, the recertification by the 
local Agricultural Conservation Com¬ 
mittee required by said amendment 
to the U-l-c order, and by the Ad¬ 
ministrative letter, would require ex¬ 
cessive waste of man hours and miles 
of automotive travel, and waste gaso¬ 
line and tires; and 

Whereas, Illinois is the center of 
food production in the United States 
of America; and 

Whereas, the farmers of Illinois are 
three weeks behind with farm work 
due to weather conditions, and the 
shortage of farm labor and farm 
machinery; and 

Whereas, electric motors and other 
electric equipment are reasonably a- 
vailable, and will materially increase 
the efficiency of farm labor and farm 
production; and 

Whereas, the allocation of trans¬ 
formers by the Office of War Utili¬ 
ties to the Com Belt area has been 
inequitable and disproportionate to 
the munber allocated to other areas, 
and therefore, detrimental to the war 
effort, now therefore; 

Be it Resolved by the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, in 
special meeting assembled: 

(a) That the War Production 
Board revoke the order of the Office 
of War Utilities of April 6, 1944, 
amending its order U-l-c, and with¬ 
draw the administrative letter of the 
same date, and permit the construc¬ 
tion of electric and service lines, un¬ 
der the orders of the Office of War 
Utilities as they existed immediately 
prior to April 6, 1944; 

(b) That the Congress of the Uni¬ 
ted States, through appropriate com¬ 
mittee or comrAittees, investigate the 
matters and facts with regard to the 
supply of small transformers, the con¬ 
version of transformer manufacturing 
plants to radio or radar work for the 
armed forces of the United States of 
America, and the allocation of trans¬ 
formers to the various inventory con¬ 
trol offices of the United States; and 

(c) That copies, of these resolu¬ 
tions be sent to the President of the 
United States, and the Vice President, 

Confer On New 
Proposed Right 
of Way Changes 

A committee, representing the Il¬ 
linois Association of Electric Coop¬ 
eratives, met with REA engineers at 
the Rural Electrification administra¬ 
tion office in St. Louis on May 17 
to discuss changes and to make rec¬ 
ommendations regarding the clearing 
of right-of-way where the trimming 
and cutting of hedge, trees and brush 
along REA cooperative distribution 
lines affects the continuity of service. 

The matters discussed were taken 
under advisement and results of the 
conference will probably be ready 
for publication in the next issue of 
the Illinois REA News.. 

Members of the committee that met 
with REA officials included Manag¬ 
ers B. F. Snively of Divernon, chair¬ 
man; Ray Grigsby of Macomb; Merle 
of Newton, Dean Searls of Camp 
Point, L. C. Marvel of Carthage, A. 
E. Becker of Petersburg and T. M. 
Brady of Paxton. 

Elwin DeLong, first class lineman 
with Menard Electric cooperative of 
Petersburg and a graduate of the F. 
A. Bartlett Tree company, was also 
a member of the committee. Mr. De- 
Long served in an advisory capacity 
for the Illinois delegation. 

PACE BILL APPROVED— 
[From Page One) 

Farm Security Administration, which 
was a part of the entire Pace Bill. 

According to the Washington office 
of NRECA it is most reasonable to 
assume that the Bill will become law 
at an early date, with no possibility 
of its being sidetracked during the 
current session of Congress. 

The National Rural Electric Co¬ 
operative Association has rendered the 
REA cooperatives of this country a 
service, its value beyond estimation, 
in its interest and effort toward the 
passage of this Bill. In commenting 
upon this service provided by NRE 
CA, Congressman John E. Rankin 
stated: "If the National Association 
were to close its doors today, you 
would have earned a niche in the 
hall of fame for having inaugurated 
and followed through with this legis¬ 
lation. The passage of this Bill rep¬ 
resents the greatest victory for rural 
electrification in many years.” 

Section Five of the Pace Bill, which 
promises to become law through pas¬ 
sage by the House of Representa¬ 
tives and the Senate, without roll call 
vote in either case, follows in its of¬ 
ficial form: 

"Sections 501-504. Amendments to 
the Rural Electrification Act of 1936. 
—Sections 501-504 of this title pro¬ 
vide for amendments to the Rural 
Electrification Act of 1936 to renew 
the authority of the Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration to borrow from 
the Reconstruction Finance Corpora¬ 
tion, to modify the rate of interest 
charged to borrowers on loans made 
under sections 4 and 5 ,to extend the 
maturity date of loans made pursuant 
to section 4, and to extend the author¬ 
ization for appropriations for the pur¬ 
poses of the act, which is presently 
limited by section 3 (b) to June 30, 
1946. 

"Subsection 501 (a) amends section 
3 (a) of the act so as to provide new 
authority for the Reconstruction Fi¬ 
nance Corporation to make loans to 
the Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion, beginning with the fiscal year 
1945, and at a rate of interest of 1% 
percent per annum. The amendment 
further provides that unpaid balances 
cf loans made by the Reconstruction 
Finance Corporation to the R-iral 
Electrification Administration prior 
to the effective date of this ameud- 

to the Secretary of Agriculture, to 
members of Congress, to the War 
Food Administrator, to the Chairman 
of the War Production Board, and to 
such others as may be interested in the 
advancement of the War effort 
through the increase of food produc¬ 
tion. 

ment shall be adjusted to the same 
rate. 

"Subsection 502 (a) amends sec¬ 
tion 4 of the act so that loans to bor¬ 
rowers from the Rural Electrification 
Administration under that section will 
be made at a rate of 2 percent per 
annum in lieu of the existing formula 
which is based upon the rates of in¬ 
terest paid by the Government or 
designated obligations. Also, the 
amendment provides for the adjust¬ 
ment of interest rates on the unpaid 
and unmatured balance of loans out¬ 
standing at the date ot this amend¬ 
ment to the rate of 2 percent per 
annum. 

"Section 502 (b) amends section 5 
of the act so that loans thereunder 
will be made and old loans adjusted 
in the same manner as provided in 
the amendment to section 4. 

"Section 503 extends from 25-to 35 
years the period of loans under sec¬ 
tion 4 of the act. 

"Section 504 amends section 3 (b) 
of the act so as to authorize the ap¬ 
propriation of such sum as the Con¬ 
gress may from time to time deem 
necessary for the purposes of the act. 

“Section 505. Financial and credit 
reports.—Financial and credit reports 
are an economical source of informa¬ 
tion regarding the financial stability 
and commercial reliability of persons 
and firms with whom the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration must deal 
in carrying out its program. Provision 
covering the purchase of such reports 
was first included in the First Defi¬ 
ciency Appropriation Act of 1936 and 
has been contained in agricultural ap¬ 
propriation acts beginning with the 
fiscal year 1941. This section is pro¬ 
posed to provide legislative authority 
for obtaining such reports.” 

REA PLAQUE— 
[From Page One) 

Macomb, home of the McDonough 
Power cooperative, which serves the 
Smith farmstead. 

To the amazement of Mr. Smith, 
who, until recently, was employed at 
a war plant in Chicago and, there¬ 
fore, unable to devote much of his 
time to the farm near Macomb, his 
wife last year sent to market a total 
of 29,000 pounds of meat. 

Working with Mrs. Simms, Mrs. 
Smith in 1943 raised 1,000 turkeys, 
2,200 chickens and a fairly substantial 
number of hogs. Both turkeys and 
chickens were started in electric 
brooders, with turkeys being placed 
in the brooders April 28 and then 
removed several weeks later to make 
way for the thousands of baby 
chicks. 

Time for Red Cross 
In addition to their food-for-free¬ 

dom program, the two women also 
found time to knit sox and sweaters 
for the Macomb chapter of the Red 
Cross, as well as can 500 quarts of 
some-grown fruits and vegetables. 

Much of the feed needed for the 
stock and fowl was grown on the 
farm under direction of Mrs. Smith. 

An incentive for the record 
achievement of the two women may 
be found in the fact that Capt. Gil¬ 
bert Smith Jr., air hero of the South 
Pacific war theater, is a son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Smith. Captain Smith, who 
holds the distinguished flying cross 
and the army air medal, recently re¬ 
turned to active combat after having 
been assigned for some time to fly¬ 
ing fields in the United States. 

In paying tribute to Mrs. Smith, 
Mr. McCombs said that she "is repre¬ 
sentative of large numbers of farm 
folks who are devoting the extra ef¬ 
fort required in supplying essential 
foods for the fighting front and home 
front.” He added that: 

"Farm women, of course, have al¬ 
ways carried their full share of the 
burden, and one of the greatest 
sources of pride and satisfaction to 
us in REA > the benefit which elec¬ 
tricity brings to these hard-working 
women everywhere. Seldoms has any 
group worked as hard, with as little 
notice or acclaim, as have the farm 
women of America. 

Used Wisely 
"The use of electricity as a real 

production aid is relatively new in 
this country. Only now are we be¬ 
ginning to realize that a whole new 

Expect Farmers 
Will Increase 

Crops in 1944 
Illinois farmers this year intend to 

increase their crop acreage more than 
500.000 acres over last year, A. J, 
Surratt, U. S.-state crop statistician 
said today. 

It will be, he said, the fourth suc¬ 
cessive year of acreage expansion 
and may bring the crop acreage near 
that attained during the first World 
war. 

Te total indicated planted acreage 
for this /ear, Surratt said is 20.3 mil- 
linon acres compared with 19.6 mil¬ 
lion last year, 20.2 million in 1917 and 
21.0 million in 1918. Whether acre¬ 
age intentions can be met, Surratt 
said, will depend on labor, machinery 
and weather. 

Intended corn plantings in Illinois, 
Surratt said, are 9,224,000 acres, com¬ 
pared with 8,621,000 acres a year 
ago. The indicated 7 per cent, in¬ 
crease is 6 points above the requested 
1944 goal. 

Soybean acreage this year is ex¬ 
pected to be 3,912,000, the second 
largest soybean acreage in state his¬ 
tory although 3 per cent below last 
year’s all-time record of 4,033,000 
acres. Oats will be sown on 3,642,000 
acres, or 3 per cent more than in 
1943. Tame hay will total 2,477,000 
acres, the third smallest acreage since 
1879. 

Region 8 Leads 
With 31 Co-ops 

Region 8, composed of Arkansas, 
Louisiana, Missouri, and Oklahoma, 
continues to head the list with 31 
co-ops insured through the National 
Association pool. Region 5—Illinois, 
Iowa and Wisconsin—is in second 
place with 29 co-ops and Region 7— 
Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska and 
Wyoming, places third. 

Minnesota with 18 co-ops insured 
is in first place among individual 
states. Georgia is a close second 
with 17. 

horizon is within the view of Amer¬ 
ican agriculture, with power-driven 
machines bringing to the farm the ef¬ 
ficiency that has long characterized 
urban industry. 

"To be well electrified, farm home 
as well as farm yard must both have 
their share of equipment that lightens 
the burden of work and releases time 
for planning and time for carrying 
out a program of sound efficient 
farming. Mrs. Smith has skillfully 
used both types of equipment. She 
also possesses one particularly valu¬ 
able asset: willingness to put forth the 

: extra effort necesary for top produc- 
i tion with the means available. 

"In the operation of her farm, Mrs. 
Smith gives a good deal of credit to 
the electric brooders used for both 
chickens and turkeys and to an elec¬ 
trically-driven water pump which 
supplies poultry, livestock and house¬ 
hold needs. Brooder house lights, 
yard lights and other labor-saving 
equipment are also important factors. 

“But to get back to the part played 
by electricity in the farm home, I 
want to emphasize Mrs. Smith’s ex- 

1 perience in saving time and effort by 
means of various common appliances. 
Because she has an electric range, 
with automatic time-clock switch, she 
is able to leave a meal cooking in the 
stove while she carries on outside 
tasks. Her refrigerator preserves 
food. Other appliances enable kilo¬ 
watts to perform a vast amount of 
work that formerly was done by mus- 

j cle power.” 
Farm Leaders Attend 

The luncheon program at which 
the plaque was presented was attend¬ 
ed by farm, educational, civic, news¬ 
paper and cooperative leaders. 

G. Wayne Welsh, president of 
McDonough Power cooperative pre- 

■ sided, and short talks were made by 
j a number of persons, including Ray 
I Grigsby, superintendent, and Jack 
' Minnich, assistant superintendent cf 
. the cooperative, and A. E. Becker, 
j coordinator of the Illinois Association 
of Electric Cooperatives. 
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Women and <%e Jrome 
Make It "Thumbs Down” 

On Spoilage In Canning 
Scientific Research Takes Risk 

Out of Home Canning 

Forty shining quarts of green 
beans sat on the kitchen counter — 
waiting to be carried into the cool 
recesses of the farm storage rooms. 
Mrs. Brown, tired but very proud, 
contemplated her handiwork the beans 
did look delicious. And she uttered 
aloud, “I do hope they keep !” 

★ ★ * 

You’ve heard remarks similar to 
that — perhaps you have made them. 

canning are recommended. The choice 
between them depends on the foods 
you are “putting up”, and it is neces¬ 
sary you remember which is which: 

Pressure canning—While all foods 
may be canned in a pressure canner, 
meat, poultry, and all vegetables (ex¬ 
cept tomatoes) must be canned this 
method. Only by using a pressure 
canner can one get the 240 degree F. 
temperature necessary for safe can¬ 
ning of these foods. 

The boiling water bath is the al¬ 
ternative but it has its limitations. 

mm. 1 

(Picture, Courtesy ol Westinghouse) 

Not only is it essential to have the right canning tools, but it is wise 
to organize them before hand so that you can work rapidly. Speed is one 
of the big secrets of success in canning. 

Certainly, it is no fun to ‘‘put up” 
a lot of fine fruits and vegetables 
only to be haunted by the thought 
that MAYBE they will spoil. But you 
need worry no longer. The use of 
electricity and scientific research have 
taken the risk out of canning. REA 
women with their electrical appliances 
can make it “thumbs down ’ on all 
spoilage by following comparatively 
few abc-like rules which have the 
blessings of all recognized canning 
authorities. 

A well known home economics in¬ 
stitute is constantly at work to make 
home food preservation a ''sure" 
thing. From its research laboratories 
comes the following information: 

Beware Botulxnus 

Two things must be accomplished 
to prevent food spoilage: first, stop 
enzymatic action; and second, kill 
organisms, such as bacteria, yeast, 
and molds which are always present 
Is the air, water, and soil. 

Of those organisms, botulinus is 
the most dangerous. Though not pois¬ 
onous in itself, it produces a deadly 
toxin which flourishes best under the 
very conditions which exist in closed 
jars or in tin containers. To make 
matters worse, it doesn’t betray its 
presence by odor or discoloration of 
the food. 

But even this cloud of unpleasant¬ 
ness has a silver lining. Extreme heat 
or extreme cold will destroy botulinus 
— and other bacteria, yeast, and 
molds—and will halt enzymatic ac¬ 
tion. In addition, of course, food 
must be sealed in air-tight containers 
to prevent further contamination. 

Don’t Use Canning Powders 
The U.S. Department of Agricul¬ 

ture issues this warning—and with 
reason. Some canning powders are 
dangerous, most don’t preserve. For 
safety’s sake, don't use canning powd¬ 
ers for any .reason—ever! 

Check, and Double Check 
Two, and only two, methods of 

It is safe only for acid foods, mean¬ 
ing fruits, tomatoes and pimentos. 

If you haven’t a kettle large enough 
so water will cover jar tops by at 
least one inch, use a 50-pound lard 
can or a wash boiler. Whatever, the 
utensil, it must have a tight-fitting 
cover, and a fitted rack, of either 
wire mesh or slotted wood, on the 
bottom on which jars can stand during 
the processing. 

Quick-freezing is an excellent 
method to preserve the very finest 
fruits and vegetables. If you have a 
home freezer or if there is a locker 
plant in your community take ad¬ 
vantage of it. Remember this rule, 
‘‘Freeze the best, can the rest 

Dehydrating is recommended for 
preserving fruits and vegetables, par 
ticularly corn and beans. 

Brining is useful for preserving cab¬ 
bage and cucumbers. 

Cellars, Pits and Boxes are good 
for root vegetables, apple, squash and 
pumpkins. 

Among the Missing 

All canning experts, including man¬ 
ufacturers of jars and lids, agree that 
oven canning is both dangerous and 
inefficient. A canning jar is not strong 
in the first place. When it is filled 
with food, sealed, and subjected to 
dry heat, pressure is bound to de¬ 
velop. If this pressure goes high 
enough the jar can do only one thing 
—explode. So the safest thing to do 
is — forget about oven canning. 

Kettle canning maybe was good 
enough for Grandma when safer and 
more modern methods of canning were 
unknown. When Grandmother’s food 
spoiled, she called it “bad luck.’ 
That’s putting it mildly—the method 
invites spoilage because bacteria can 
get into the food while it’s being 
transferred' from kettle to jars. 

Blanching 
Gone is the day when vegetables 

were blanched by cooking them for 
five or ten minutes In boiling 

Thanks to recent research it has been 
proved that blanching in live steam 
is the best way to retain vitamins, 
set the color and improve the flavor. 

Put one inch of boiling water in a 
deep utensil. Bring to a rapid boil. 
Place vegetable to be blanched in a 
wire basket or colander, set it in 
utensil but don’t let it touch the 
water. Cover tightly and steam for 
five minutes. Two or two and one- 
half pounds of food is all you should 
attempt to blanch at one time. Other¬ 
wise the steam will not penetrate. 

If you haven’t a wire basket or 
colander, invert several custard or 
coffee cups on bottom of your large 
utensil, add one inch of boiling water. 
Place vegetables to be blanched in a 
piece of clean cheesecloth, or any 
loosely-woven white cloth. Twist cor¬ 
ners of cloth together, and rest veg¬ 
etable-filled cloth on tops of cups. 
From then on, follow directions given 
above. 

"Hot Pack” 
For a maximum protection against 

botulinus, “hot pack” food. When 
food is placed in jars while piping 
hot, less time is required for it to 
reach boiling temperature within the 
containers and it is possible to gauge 
processing time more accurately. If 
necessary to add syrup to precooked 
fruit to bring syrup up to prescribed 
level, be sure it’s boiling hot; in 
filling jars of vegetables use boiling 
blanching liquid or boiling water. 

Head Space 
When using glass-top jars, allow at 

least one inch of head space at top 
of jar regardless of the type of food. 
When using jars other than the new 
glass-top type, fill jars with fruit 
and greens to within one-half inch 
of top; fill jars with peas, beans or 
corn to within one inch of top and 
add boiling water to within one-half 
inch. Liquid must not rise above rec¬ 
ommended level in any case. 

Other Safety-Firsts 
Experts insist that your motto be 

“tv/o hours from garden to can. 
“Food must be in its prime. Over¬ 
ripe or partly spoiled food simply 
won’t keep. Wash foods thoroughly 
in cold water. Timing must be accur¬ 
ate — count processing time from 
the moment pressure cooker reaches 
required pressure, or the water in the 
water bath reaches a rolling boil. 

To assure a perfect seal, glass jars 
must be free from nicks, cracks, or 
uneven places on the rims; lide must 
fit exactly and have no defective spots. 
Old rubber rings are useless. Copper 
and brass utensils are risky — those 
metals form poisonous salts when they 
come in contact with certain foods. 

Scald jars, caps, and rubber rings 
—and for water bath canning, sterilize 
jars in a 250 degree oven for at least 
30 minutes. Wooden spoons aren’t 
recommended because it is impossible 
to make them sterile. 

Canning IS exacting — but it isn’t 
difficult. Besides, it is a worthwhile 
home front activitity which helps us 
and our country. 

When washing windows, polish 
them with crumpled newspapers—and 
see ’em shine. 

Cotton gingham got its name from 
the words “Ging Gong,” used by 
natives of Malaya and Java to de¬ 
scribe cotton cloth in checks or stripes 
made of yarn which was dyed be¬ 
fore being woven. 

.'«r 

Put the ironing board cover on 
when quite damp. It will be smooth 
and tight when dry. 

Switch Clickers 
Clever Things To Do 

By REA Women 

We REA women like to share each 
others' favorite recipes and house¬ 
keeping short-cuts. Send your “switch 
clickers” to Mrs. Val Thoenig of this 
paper, and they will appear in this 
column. 

★ ★ * 

Mrs. Fred Hinderberger, Victory, 
Wis., sends this yummy recipe for her 
favorite Oatmeal Raisin Cookies. 

Vz cup Spry. 
Yi cup chicken or turkey fat (or 

all Spry). 
1 cup sugar 
2 eggs 
2 cups quick oats 
One-third cup milk 
2 cups sifted flour 
1 tsp. baking powder 
Yi tsp. soda. 
1 tsp. salt 
1 tsp. cinnamon or 1 tsp. vanilla. 
1 cup chopped raisins. 
Cream Spry, fat and sugar well. 

Beat in 1 egg at a time. Add oats 
and raisins. Stir in milk. Add re¬ 
maining dry ingredients which have 
been sifted together and mix well. 
Drop by tablespoonful, flatten with 
spoon. Bake in hot oven, 425 degrees, 
10 to 12 minutes. 

* * * 

We also have Mrs. Hinderberger 
to thank for these timely household 
hints: 

“When washing painted walls and 
wood work add about one teaspoon¬ 
ful household ammonia to a half pail 
warm water and wash the walls. Then 
dry with a clean soft cloth and your 
walls wills be shiny as new. It cuts 
the grease and smoke but does not 
harm the glossy finish. Change water 
as often as you need to. 

“Another good way to wash paint¬ 
ed walls,” she writes, “is to use 1 
tablespoonful baking soda in warm 
water and wash off with cold water. 
Then dry with soft cloth. This is es¬ 
pecially good for a high gloss enam¬ 
el. Wash only a small space at a 
time.” 

WHIN A FUSE BLOWS — 
(AN YOU FIX ir? 

Armed with flashlight, a supply of 
fuses, and a few safety rules, farm 
housewives are well equipped to 
change a blown fuse. Besides, no on« 
has time to leave a washing half fin¬ 
ished, a dinner half cooked to wait 
for a busy electrician to come miles 
to fix a simple matter like this. 

When the lights flicker out, quickly 
disconnect all lamps and appliances 
which were “on” when the fuse 
“blew.” Take a flashlight and go to 
your main switch. Turn the meter 
handle to the “off” position. Make 
sure that your hands are dry and that 
you are standing on either dry floor 
or a dry piece of wood. Shine your 
light into the fuse box. You will be 
able to identify the blown fuse by its 
darkened window and broken inside 
wire. With your thumb and fore¬ 
finger, grasp the fuse by its rim only 
and unscrew it. Screw in a new fuse, 
making sure it is the proper size and 
turn the meter handle to “on” posi¬ 
tion. 

Remember, there is a reason why 
the fuse blew—and unless that reason 
is found the new fuse will blow, too. 
Carefully check cords and appliances 
on the circuit that has “blown.” Is 
one of them defective? Determine, 
too, whether or not the circuit was 
overloaded trying to take care of too 
many appliances at once. 

Mrs. Curtis Graham, Fennimore, 
Wis., sends these Switch Clickers: 

A teaspoon of vinegar added to 
grainy cake icing will make it 
creamy. 

A wet knife will enable one to cut 
cake icing without having it stick to 
the knife or spoil the appearance of 
the cake. 

Here’s a homemade egg cleaner 
that works like a charm. Fasten a 
piece of felt around a small board you 
can easily grasp. Thumb-tack a piece 
of emery paper on one end over the 
felt. Scour dirt off with emery paper 
and finish with felt part. 

Young Daughter Can Learn Easily 
To Use Your Electrical Equipment 

Wise is the mother who realizes that it is never too soon to teach her 
daughter the correct way to use and care for electrical equipment. 

Above, Mother shows her little helper the correct way to iron. Today 
with the need for clothes conservation it is especially Important that daugh¬ 
ters know how to make their clothes last longer by ironing and pressing them 
properly. The new press mit and press cloth are easy for children to use, too. 
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Give Your Old Furniture 
A New Lease On Life ... 

X^AJMIWW*****^ ■ 

Grandmother’s dresser, i 
'dining room furniture. Rem', 
hanging of the mirror contribn. 

So—you thought it a monstrosity 
pnd hid it in the attic. Maybe you 
tan give that old-timer a new lease 
fcn life—and at the same time, add a 
tiew and charming piece of furniture 
to your collection. 

For instance, look at the miracle 
one clever housewife worked on her 
grandmother’s marble topped dresser. 
For many seasons, this dresser had 
been relegated to the attic—its only 
kind attention being an occasional 
'dusting. That was until the war, and 
the money Saved for a buffet bought 
War bonds instead t . . 

Dreams for the buffet were for¬ 
gotten until our housewife launched 
her Spring housecleaning spree, and 
tnet up again with grandmother's dres¬ 
ser. And then she had an IDEA. 

What She Did 
Off came the dresser’s mirror, 

stripped of its fancy trimmings. 
Equipped with varnish remover, a 
fccraper, steel wool, two or three 
grades of sandpaper, old rags, brushes, 
and plenty of elbow grease the house¬ 
wife was ready for her job of trans¬ 
formation. First, she brushed the 
wood with varnish remover. After 

(Pictures, Courtesy Du Pont) 

was transformed to a charming piece of' 
yf mirror and frame, and the horizontal 
o the new and modern design . , * 

it had stood for a few minutes she 
scraped it off with the scraper. It 
took more than one coat of the var¬ 
nish remover and lots of scraping to 
do a perfect job. Steel wool and 
standpaper helped her to remove the 
last bits of varnish from the turnings 
in the wood and the carvings. Then 
she brushed on a coat of turpentine 
(denatured alcohol will do, too) and 
wiped the wood clean with rags. An¬ 
other vigorous job followed—the 
sandpapering. First, she sanded the 
wood with a coarse paper, then with 
fine, until the wood was silky smooth. 
Now, she was ready for the finishing 
touches. She could allow the natural 
color and grain of the wood to show 
by applying several coats of varnish, 
sandpapering, and rubbing after each 
coat and finally rubbing with pumice 
stone, rottenstone and oil—or she 
could paint. 

Since this lady wanted to carry out 
a definite color theme in her dining 
room she decided on paint. She chose 
a combination of jade green and light 
ivory for the chest and mirror. The 
tiny panels in the chest were edged 
in vermilion. The final touch was the 
ivy vines on the mirror—painted with 
oil paints. The results would grace 
any dining room. 

Egg Candlers Are 
Easy To Make 

One of the simplest and most use¬ 
ful pieces of electric equipment to 

i make is the egg candler. Simply take 
a tin can and cut a hole D/i inches in 
diameter In one end of the can. You’ll 
find that a narrow iron chisel is a * 
fine tool for making the hole. Next 
requirement is an extension cord with 
a bulb in its socket. Place the bulb 
in the can—^holding it in place by a 
circular piece of cardboard. And 
there you have a handy little egg 
candlerl 

Trying saying these fast—Baby 
buggy rubber bumpers. Big black 
bloody bugs. 

Junic r Activities 
on REA Farms 

BOYS AND GIRLS! 
WRITE A LETTER 

JOIN PEN PALS 
How would you like to get 

acquainted with other boys and girls 
in Illinois — to know what they are 
doing this summer? Now is your 
chance. 

The Illinois REA News Is start¬ 
ing a PEN PAL CLUB — and every 
boy and girl who lives along a REA 
hi-line is invited to become a member. 
All you need do is write a letter. 
The letters will appear each month 
on a page devoted to “Junior Activi¬ 
ties on REA Farms." This will be 
your page and about your activities. 

Write your letter now to appear 
in the June issue. Describe yourself, 
tell what you like to do, what your 
hobby is. Tell how you are helping 
out on the farm this summer — 
that‘s a war-important job, you know. 
Be sure to include your name and 
address so the boys and girls may 
answer your letter. You'll be sur¬ 
prised how many answers you will 
receive! 

Address your letter to Val Thoenig, 
Illinois REA News, Petersburg, Il¬ 
linois. 

STRAWBERRY HINTS 
Strawberries bruise easily — and 

lose precious vitamins in the bruising 
—so take these precautions: Wash 
carefully, a few at a time, in a col¬ 
ander or sieve under running water. 
Remove hulls AFTER they’re washed. 
And never wash berries before stor¬ 
ing. They keep best if spread on a 
plate or flat pan, with stems on, 
placed on the middle or lowest shelf 
of the refrigerator where the cold is 
moderate. 

JUNIORS ENJOY 
SEWING JUMPER 

Pretty to wear, easy to make is this 
jumper dress shown above in a color¬ 
ful plaid cotton of yellow, gray and 
white. Cut high enough, it will dou¬ 
ble for a sunback dress this summer. 
Send for “Conservation in Three 
Acts’—a direction sheet which gives 
some wonderful hints on making over 
old dresses. Write Val Thoenig in 
care of this paper—and send a self- 
addressed stamped envelope. 

Barnyard Heroes-Tippy the Dog and 

Lined up along the pool, the animals made a terrible racket. Poor Tom 
thought the house was on fire . . . 

The gay little vegetable garden 
wasn’t gay this morning. The sun 
blazed down on the parched ground, 
and the neat rows of radishes, lettuce, 
and onions wilted to the ground—as 
if to get closer to the coolness beyond 
their roots. All the vegetables were 
complaining—and right, too. Tom, 
the farmer’s son, had run away to 
the swimming pool, forgetting to tend 
his vegetable friends. 

Even Tippy the dog, avoiding the 
heat,' was snoozing in the coolness 
behind the milk house. He would 
occasionally interrupt his nap by 
chewing tightly the skin on his back. 
But he couldn't rest easy this morn¬ 
ing—the complaining of the vege¬ 
tables reached his sharp ears. 

He could stand it no longer .so he 
trotted over to the garden. 

“My, my, aren’t you the crabby 
bunch! What is the matter?’’ asked 
Tippy. 

“We're simply dying of thirst,” 
cried the slender little onion. “I just 
know I have sprained my roots from 
stretching to get a little moisture.” 

“And Mrs. Radish, you look red 
and feverish. Are you ill?’’ 

“O Tippy, I know I’m going to 
choke to death. The soil is so tight 

' around my neck I can’t breathe. Do 
help me before I turn purple!" gasped 
Mrs. Radish. 

Slender and green, the young corn 
stalks were waving their limp leaves 
for help. Delicate lettuce plants lay 
panting on the hot soil, and the to¬ 
mato plants had fallen in a dead 

i faint. Robust Mr. Turnip was quite 
■ upset about everything. 

“Tippy, you can save us before we 
. die,” he bellowed. “Run down to 
the swimming pool after Tommy. He 

; can save our lives by cultivating 
| around our choking roots. Get Mrs. 
Hen, Mrs. Turkey, Oscar the goose, 

I and Minnie the cat to go with you.” 
“Woof, woof, I’ll go right now,” 

said Tippy, and away he ran. He 
found Mrs. Hen with her 14 little 

'chicks busily scratching in a nearby 
! field. Mrs. Turkey and Osar the 
| goose were within calling distance. 
Minnie the cat, who had been sleep¬ 
ing under the porch steps, heard the 
commotion and came, too. 

“Hurry, hurry,” cried Tippy, 
“We’re all going after Tommy so he 
can save the vegetables’ lives,” 

The whole group, the baby chicks 
trailing behind, trooped down to the 
swimming pool. What a sight they 
made, all standing alongside the 
swimming pool—yelling their lungs 
out. The hen clucked, the turkey 
gobbled, the goose quacked, and 
Tippy barked. 

Tom thought the house had caught 

on fire. He jumped from out of the 
cool water and hurried into his shirt 
and overalls. 

“What’s the matter, what’s the 
matter?” he cried. “Is the house burn¬ 
ing down?” 

“No, no, worse than that,” they 
replied, “Your vegetables are dying. 
Come, cultivate them quick!” 

“They’re choking,” meowed Minnie 
the cat. 

“All because you forgot,” clucked 
the little red hen. 

Tom looked very guilty. Without 
a word, he turnd and ran for home. 
He took the cultivator to the garden 
and carefully went down each row, 
breaking the clods into fine pieces. 
Then he dug little furrows between 
each row. Placing the nozzle of the 
hose at the top of the row he le< 
the cool water run between the hot, 
dry vegetables. 

“O, this feels wonderful,” said Mist 
Onion, wriggling her roots in the 
soft soil. 

“And I can breathe again,” sighed 
Mrs. Radish. 

The row of fluffy lettuce was pert 
again, and the young tender corn 
stood erect as a row of soldiers. 

“I guess it takes us to get thing* 
done,” proudly exclaimed Mr. Tur¬ 
nip. 

“Yep, us and the farmer’s son,” 
replied Tippy the dog. 

Try This Trick On 
Your School Pals 
Multiply your age by 2 and add f 

to the result. 
Multip’y by 50. 
Add the change in your pocket, i{ 

less than a dollar. 
Subtract the number of days in the 

year—365. 
Add 115 for good measure. 
The two left-hand figures will show 

your age. 
The two right-hand figures wiM 

show the change in your pocket. 

RIDDLES 
If you can’t solve these riddle* 

you’ll find the answers at the end of 
the quiz. 

1. Why did the country moro* 
move to the city? 

2. What did one ghost say to tht 
other? 

3. Who wears the biggest hat is 
the army? 

1. Because he heard the country 
was at war. 

2. “Do you believe in people?" 
3. The man with the biggest head. 
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News from Member Co*ops.| 
Southern Illinois 

Dongola, HI. 

LIGHT BILLS ON CONNECTIONS 
IN FLOODED AREAS 

Due to the fact that the water 
was high enough in many places, 
to cover the meters, it was neces¬ 
sary that the Cooperative Line¬ 
men remove many meters from 
the premises of those living in 
the flooded areas. These meters 
were tagged, the readings taken 
from them, and the bill sent to 
the members. These bills will be 
due May 1, and the next bill 
will be due July 1, in as much as 
there will be no current used for 
May, The same meters taken out 
will be reinstalled at each place, 
as soon as conditions permit. 

* * * 

Meter Books 
It has been about a year ago since 

the Cooperative changed the billing 
system, to the self billing type. Con¬ 
sequently, many of our members’ 
books have been entirely used up, and 
as we do not have a list of these 
names nor the expiration dates of 
their books, we shall appreciate it if 
you would be so kind as to make a 
notation on the last sheet of your 
book, or if your last sheet has been 
used, enclose a note with your light 
bill, informing us that you have no 
meter book, and we shall mail one 
to you in time for your next light bill. 

★ ★ ★ 

New Employee 
The Cooperative welcomes a new 

employee into its force, Mr. C. H. 
Reed, in the position of stock and 
work order clerk. Mr. Reed, formerly 
of Cairo, has accepted this position 
and began work April 1. He will bill 
all resale material so when you come 
in the office, desiring information on 
wiring material, etc., please ask for 
Mr. Reed, who will be only too glad 
to assist you in any way possible. 

* * * 

New Line Truck 
The line crew was pleasantly sur¬ 

prised last week when the purchase 
of a new used line truck was made. 
The truck is larged than the old truck 
and will be used for hauling and set¬ 
ting poles, etc. Perhaps this will en¬ 
able them to get around to the build¬ 
ing of the many extensions we have 
on our waiting list, a little faster. 

* ★ ★ 

Resale Material 
The Cooperative received notice 

from one of our suppliers this morn¬ 
ing that a shipment of fractional 
horsepower motors and flash-lite bat- 
teriejs was on the way. Any one de¬ 
siring either of these items had better 
place their order early, as the other 
shipment we had was disposed of 
faster than we could unpack them. 

* * * 

Changeov From Regular Service To 
Limited Service 

In the past we have had many re¬ 
quests for a changeover from the reg¬ 
ular $3.00 rate to the limited service 
rate which is $1.50 or 10c per KWH. 
After making these changes, the con¬ 
sumer finds that in a few months he 
is not satisfied and wants to be put 
back in the $3.00 bracket. In as much 
as this makes a double change over 
and results in the Cooperative linemen 
making two trips within a few months, 
it will be necessary in the future to 
make a charge of $2.50, where the 
member requests a change from $3.00 
to $1.50 and then from $1.50 back to 
$3.00. However, if the member re¬ 
quests the change from $3.00 to $1.50 
and remains in this minimum, there 
will be no extra charge. This proce¬ 
dure was adopted at the board meet¬ 
ing May 10, 1944. 

★ ★ * 

Reconnect Fee 
Due to the large amount of recon¬ 

nections that have been made on the 
Project during the present emergency 
and the short time of which a large 
percent?'’" ' '—1 

connected, it was discussed at the 
April board meeting and a resolution 
passed making a $2.50 reconnection 
fee payable before service can be re¬ 
connected at any connection where 
service has previously been discon¬ 
nected. This is required regardless of 
who requests the reconnection, wheth¬ 
er it be an original owner or a new 
member. If the member is connected 
over three months, this $2.50 will be 
credited to his energy account on the 
4th month after hook up. If he re¬ 
mains less than the required 3 months, 
no refund will be made, but the $2.50 
will be retained as a fee to cover the 
cost of making two trips to this con¬ 
nection. This change has been deemed 
necessary due to the restrictions on 
travel by the WPB and also due to 
the labor shortage at this time. 

* * * 

Requests For Lower Minimums 
There have been a considerable 

number of inquiries regarding a lower 
minimum. It is true that the Cooper¬ 
ative has three distinct rate services, 
that are generally available on the 
Project, conditions permitting. The 
first, is the regular $3.00 farm and 
home service; second, the $1.50 reg¬ 
ular village rate, and third, the spe¬ 
cial limited service schedule. The 
conditions on each of these rates is 
as follows: The regular $3.00 service 
is available over the entire Project. 
The $1.50 service, regular, is avail¬ 
able to all villages or hamlets and to 
those individuals where there are 6 
or more served off of one transformer. 
The special $1.50 limited service rate 
is available only to those individuals 
that are within 300 feet of the line and 
which will not require over 1000 feet 
of conductor, and can be served from 
a present installed transformer. 

It is merely a rate used as a means 
of getting service to some of those 
individuals who use very little energy 
and cannot afford to pay the regular 
service charge. A limited service 
breaker of 5.3 amp capacity is in¬ 
stalled and it often results in the fact 
that a 800 or 1000 watt iron cannot 
be used, and there is difficulty in op¬ 
erating washers that have a 5.3 amp 
motor on them. 

★ ★ ★ 

Flood 
During the last month, the flood 

conditions existed to the point that 
the river levee in the upper bottom 
along the Muddy River gave way, 
again flooding the entire area from 
the Muddy levee into Alexander and 
Union Counties, and going as far as 
Gale, Illinois. 

This is the second time within a 
year that this area has been flooded 
from the north, and it is with satis¬ 
faction that we are eble to state the 
damage is far less than that of last 
year, in that the water came in slower 
and did not reach the height it was 
last year. The reports that we re¬ 
ceived were that the water lacked 3 
feet of being as high as last year. 
This highwater caused the Coopera¬ 
tive to disconnect the service on all 
of the line from Doug hill into the 
bottom and from the Clear Creek 
Drainage ditch to the McClure area. 
All of the meters were removed, to 
keep from damaging them by water, 
and these meters will be reinstalled 
as soon as conditions permit. 

* * * 

Construction on B Release 
Of particular interest to those indi¬ 

viduals on the B section which has 
been signed up for some time and 
have had their premises wired, we are 
very pleased to state that the Con¬ 
tractor is on the job, and material is 
arriving every day for the comple¬ 
tion of this 38 miles of line, which 
we received a release on, and which 
will make service available to approx¬ 
imately 50 other individuals besides 
the churches and schools for which 
the release was originally given. 

The word received from the con¬ 
tractor is that the C line is ready for 
eneregizing within the next 10 days. 

pf^ose individuals 

who do not have their entrance in¬ 
stalled will be installed by the person¬ 
nel just as soon as they can get to 
this work. The work will move along 
as all stakes have been replaced on 
the lines on which poles were not set 
and the sheets are released to the con¬ 
tractor for completion. I realize that 
it will be some time before all of this 
line can be completed, in as much as 
there is only a small crew working, 
and then too, much of the line is still 
under water, and it will be several 
days before even travel will be per¬ 
mitted. 

* * * 

New Connections 
During the last two months the Co¬ 

operative force has completed approx¬ 
imately 65 extensions on to our line 
under rulings which have been in ef¬ 
fect by the WPB. During the month 
of April, Mr. Holcomb, Mr. Huff, Mr. 
Baggott and Mr. Endicott were on 
this work in order that those work or¬ 
ders that were made up could be com¬ 
pleted before the rulings were changed. 

★ ★ ★ 

Fruit Graders 
From the requests we had had in 

the office for motors and other equip¬ 
ment to be used in the operation of 
fruit graders, it seems that we will 
have several new electrically operated 
graders on the Project for this coming 
year. Our only hope is that the re¬ 
cent cold snap did not injure the fruit 
so this new equipment cannot be used. 
We have about 8 or 10 requests for 
2 or 3 horse power motors for use on 
these graders. We are expecting a 
shipment this week of several motors. 
If you are contemplating the purchase 
of a motor, it would be well for you 
to place your order two or three 
months ahead of time, as it will take 
approximately that long for delivery. 

★ ★ ★ 
Office Hours 

Effective May 1, the office will be 
open from 8:00 A. M. to 4:00 P. M^ 
on Mondays through Friday. On the 
first two Saturdays of the month, the 
hours will be from 8:00 to 4:00, and 
on the last two Saturday from 8:00 
to 12:00 noon. 

Menard 
Petersburg, Illinois 

APRIL — 1944 
Total miles energized  1168 
Members receiving service 2572 
Average KWH used per member 126 
New members connected last 

! month    14 
Total number KWH sold last 

month  325,084 
* * * 

Advance Payment of Monthly Energy 
Bills Approved 

By action of your board" of direc¬ 
tors approval has been given to make 

! advance payments on your energy 
! bill. 

There have been many inquiries 
from our membership indicating that 
many are interested in paying their 
energy bills in advance. To accom¬ 
modate these members your Board of 
Directors at their regular meeting, 
May 11th, 1944, has approved the 

! acceptance of advance payments on 
energy bills. To take advantage of 
this plan a member will deposit an 
amount equal to the total of his six 
or twelve months average bill. He 
will be given a receipt for this amount 
at the time this deposit is made. 

The member will continue to mail 
in his meter card each month and the 
bill will be made out as before. In¬ 
stead of mailing the statement each 
month to the member under the pres¬ 
ent plan his account will be credited 
from the amount on deposit and a re- 

] ceipted statement mailed to him. 
A statement will be included with 

each receipt showing the remaining 
balance on deposit. 

j In presenting this plan to the Board 
’ of Director for their approval. Man¬ 
ager _ A. E. Becker stated it will save 

I money for the member taking advan- 

| tege of this advance deposit method 
| of paying his monthly energy bills. 
Mr. Becker indicated the member who 
forgets to pay his bill during the reg¬ 
ular discount period, is penalized by 
having 10°/o added to his energy bill. 
It will save the writing and mailing 
of checks each month by the member 
and eliminate the danger of the for¬ 
feited discount. 

So many inquiries have been made 
requesting this advance payment plan 
it will be quite interesting to learn 
how many members will take advan¬ 
tage of it. 

Extensions Under Construction 
The A. A. Electric Company, Cic¬ 

ero, Illinois, began work Monday, 
May 15th, to complete the remaining 
20 miles of extension lines to serve 

! 57 additional members along our Sys¬ 
tem. 

Applications of the group were ap¬ 
proved and the lines staked several 
months ago. Construction has been 
delayed owing to curtailed shipments 
of materiaL 

Now that all material has been as¬ 
sembled work will be pushed through 
to completion as rapidly as possible. 

Board Meets 
The regular meeting of your Board 

of Directors was held Thursday eve¬ 
ning, May 11th with the following 
board members present President 
Henry B. Colby; Vice-President, 
Wm. H. Montgomery, E. Clyde 
Lewis, C. Nelson Worner, and Her¬ 
bert Shelhammer and Manager A. E. 
Becker. 

In addition to approving the ad¬ 
vance payment plan for members to 
pay their energy bill six and twelve 
months ahead, the group voted to 

' send C. Nelson Worner as a delegate 
and Wm. H. Montgomery as alter¬ 
nate to the special meeting of the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association to be held at the DeSoto 
Hotel, St. Louis, May 23rd. 

* * * 

DeLong Addresses Meeting 
Elwin (Ed) Delong, Petersburg, 

who is in charge of maintenance work 
in our Petersburg area was one of 
the guest speakers at a meeting of 
committee members representing the 
Association of Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
eratives and REA engineers held at 
the Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion office in St. Louis on May 17th, 
1944. 

This meeting was held for the pur¬ 
pose of discussing right-of-way main¬ 
tenance and the proper trimming and 
cutting of trees and brush along ex¬ 
isting REA distribution lines. 

The result of this meeting will 
bring about recommended changes in 
certain specifications pertaining to 
line construction and tree clearance. 

| Ed is a graduate of the F. A. Bart- 
i lett Tree Expert Company and has 
j added to his knowledge by practical 
I application during his five years ser¬ 
vice with your Cooperative. 

At present Mr. DeLong is super¬ 
vising the clearing of brush and 
trees along existing distribution lines. 
In addition to his work as a first class 
lineman and tree surgeon, Ed has giv¬ 
en much of his personal time to First 
Aid work. He is a certified Amer¬ 
ican Red Cross First Aid instructor 
and has conducted a number of First 
Aid classes in Menard County in¬ 
cluding three classes for Cooperative 
employees. 

Ed also finds time to serve as 
Scoutmaster for Troop No. 54 Boy 
Scouts of America which meets regu¬ 
larly in Petersburg. 

* * * 

Attends Conference 
Manager A. E. Becker, Coordin- 

| ator of the Association of the Illinois 
Electric Cooperative was spokesman 

j for a delegation representing all REA 
! Cooperatives in Illinois, Iowa, Mich- 
! igan, Wisconsin, Missouri and Indi- 
j ana at a conference with the War 
I Production Board in Washington, 
j D. C., early this month. 

The conefernce was for the pur¬ 

pose of emphasizing the need of crit* 
ical material to sustain increased food 
production in these states through 
modified U-l-c regulations. 

The committee reports they wer« 
granted a favorable hearing by tht 
War Production Board. 

* * * 

Presents Program 
Your Cooperative presented tht 

program held in connection with tht 
Annual Meeting of the Future Fann¬ 
ers of America and Home Economics 
Club at the Township High School, 
Pleasant Plains, Thursday evening. 
May 11th. 

Over 200 members of the two 
clubs, their parents and guests wert 
present to enjoy the banquet which 
was served by members of the Home 
Economics class. 

Harold Nolen, Vocational Agricul¬ 
tural instructor presented a number 
of awards, including several letters, 
to individual F.F.A. -members for out¬ 
standing work during the school year, 

Fred E. Darr represented your Co¬ 
operative at the meeting; following 
a short talk Mr. Darr presented sev¬ 
eral reels of sound motion pictures, 

* * * 

Too much emphasis cannot b« 
placed on reading your meter and re¬ 
turning your meter card promptly. 

Practically everyone reads and re¬ 
turns their cards, but too many delay 
in reading and returning it on the 
date designated on their calendar. The 
result is an estimated bill which in 
many cases makes it necessary to 
have additional correspondence re¬ 
garding it 

Please mark and return your metet 
card promptly. Thanks. 

★ ★ ★ 
New Members Enjoy Service 

Arthur Beck, John Maxwell, and 
Dwight Purviance, who live northeast 
of Illiopolis, have indicated that they 
are enjoying their new REA service 
to the limit. 

* # * 

Tree Trimming 
The tree trimming crew continues 

their work started in April to trim 
and cut the brush and trees along 
the distribution lines that may cause 
interruptions in service to your prem¬ 
ises. Every effort will be made to do 
this work without causing an outage 
and the work will be completed as 
soon as possible. 

If you know of trees, hedge or 
brush that is growing up into the 
lines near your premises will you 
please let your Cooperative office 
know about it at once. 

Corn Belt 
Bloomington, Illinois 

ANOTHER GOOD MEM¬ 
BER COOPERATES FOR 
SAFETY AND SERVICE 
DAVE ZIMMERMAN GUARDS 

LINE IN ROAD 

Quite often we have special ex¬ 
amples of the splendid cooperation 
which many of our members give 
their cooperatives. This is one which 
happened recently and deserves spe¬ 
cial comment because it contributed 
both to the safety and the service of 
other members. 

About 3:30 on the afternoon of 
May 3rd, a dead tree blew across the 
line near the home cf member Dave 
Zimmerman. This tree broke the neu¬ 
tral wire and tore the phase wire 
loose from the pole laying it out in 
the road but not breaking it. This 
created a very dangerous situation 
since this wire might have carried 
7200 volts of electricity at any in¬ 
stant. Mr. Zimmerman did exactly the 
right thing. He put a barricade across 
the road as a warning to travelers 
and tried to call the cooperative office 
at once. Finding that the telephone 
was also out of service he drove to 
town and notified the co-op office of 
the damage done and the exact loca¬ 
tion. He then returned home and 
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County which receive service from 
the Grayville substation, 

* * ★ 

New Employees 
The Cooperative has added two 

new names to the employees’ list. 
They are Roy Morris and Alfred 
.Venters, both of Fairfield. They are 
•replacing men who have left and gone 
to the service for Uncle Sam. 

Last month we had an item in the 
Illinois REA News asking young 
REA members to write a letter so 
that a pen pal column may be started 
in our Illinois REA News. So won’t 
some of you please write letters soon? 

★ * ★ 

REA Is Nine Years Old 
The Rural Electrification Adminis¬ 

tration this month completes its ninth 
year of operation. REA was estab¬ 
lished by executive order on May 11, 
1935 to bring electricity to unserved 
rural establishments. In the follow¬ 
ing year, Congress passed the Rural 
Electrification Act under which REA 
EOW operates. 

During these nine years, REA has 
loaned funds to 800 farmer-owned co¬ 
operatives, 53 public bodies, and 20 
privately-owned utilities. These bor¬ 
rowers now operate nearly 400,000 
miles of lines serving more than 
1,000,000 farms and other rural con¬ 
sumers in 46 states, Alaska and the 
Virgin Islands. 

By April 1, 1944, REA had 
advanced $382,633,185 as loans 
to its borrowers. The borrowers 
had made payments of principal 
and interest totalling $66,072,974, 
including $16,131,974 of principal 
paid in advance of the due dates 
specified in the REA loan con¬ 
tracts. These payments are grati¬ 
fying because they indicate a 
trend toward increasing financial 
stability of borrowers as a whole, 
REA loans, usually made for a 
period of 25 years, are retired 
with graduated payments that 
reach a maximum at the beginning 
of the eighth year. Because the 
REA borrowers have reached an 
average age of only four years, 
very few are yet required to 
make maximum payments or 
loans. Total delinquencies of the 
REA borrowers, representing ac¬ 
counts more than 30 days over¬ 
due, amounted to $263,445 on 
April 1, 1944, about one-half of 
1% of the amount due and pay¬ 
able. 
The 1940 census showed 7,000,000 

farm and non-farm rural dwellings in 
the United States without electricity. 
It is estimated that as many as 5,000,- 
000 of these homes should be consid¬ 
ered as potential consumers to be 
reached after the war. Meanwhile, 
REA borrowers will continue to ex¬ 
tend service, wherever possible, under 
War Production Board regulations, 
to farms that can use electric power 
in wartime food production. Seventy- 
three thousand new farms were ap¬ 
proved for connections to REA-fi- 
nanced lines in 1943 under WPB ser¬ 
vice connection regulations. 

TUBERCULOSIS IN 
SWINE TRACED TO 

INFECTED POULTRY 

Although a systematic program of 
testing has reduced tuberculosis in 
cattle in Illinois to less than one-half 
of one per cent infection, no such 
record has been made in getting rid 
of the disease in poultry and swine 
on farms in the state. 

Tuberculosis in poultry not only is 
responsible for losses in chickens, but 
also causes about 90 per cent of the 
same disease occurring in swine. 

Federal meat inspection records for 
1942 reveal that one out of 12 hogs 
slaughtered in the United States 
showed lesions of tuberculosis. This 
amount of infection caused an esti¬ 
mated waste of 14 million pounds of 
pork that was condemned as unfit 
for human consumption. 

Tuberculosis in chickens can be 
Controlled by selling the entire flock 
at the end of the first laying season 
If one per cent of the birds younger 
than 18 months and nine per cent of 
the birds ciders than 18 months re¬ 
act to the tuberculin test, the depart¬ 
ment advises. 

Western Illinois 
Carthage, 111. 

OPERATING STATISTICS 

April 
Miles Energized  540 
Connected Members  : 1,166 
Total KWH Sold  133,018 
Average KWH Used Per Member 115 
Density per mile    2.15 
Average Bill  $5.42 

April Sales 
No. Amount 

Farm G Home  ..1,045 $5,793.47 
Commercial   .. 13 192.49 
Public Buildings   .. 7 20.57 
Hancock Schools ... .. 66 168.05 
Henderson Schools . .. 12 * 31.44 
Rural Village   14 56.14 
Seasonal Cottage ... .. 1 1.55 

1,158 $6,263.73 

Members Not Billed .. 8 

During the month, we had one 
serious electrical storm causing sev¬ 
eral outages throughout the system. 

We completed ten new extensions. 
At present, there are 35 pending appli¬ 
cations for service connections in our 
office. We received notice of change 
in the U-l-c regulations recently— 
this change has made it a little more 
difficult for farmers some distance 
from the line to qualify for service. 
This new order requires that the 
applicant show livestock that is actu¬ 
ally on hand, and eliminates the por¬ 
tion which formerly approved esti¬ 
mated production. However, all per¬ 
sons within 500 feet of an existing 
transformer aay be connected without 
animal units. We are told that the 
pressing need for small transformers, 
such as our system uses, in Radar, 
and other similar communication de¬ 
partments of our armed forces has 
caused a serious shortage of trans¬ 
formers. This lack of material may 
force reduction of new extensions to 
be made in the future. 

During April, we sold five new 
chick brooders. Everyone who has an 
electric brooder and has contacted 
this office has expressed a great deal 
of satisfaction and pleasure derived 
from the operation and results they 
have achieved. We still have a few 
brooders on hand. 

* ★ * 

NEW MEMBERS 
The following new members have 

been accepted: Hollis Coulter, Ever- 
ette D. & Gail Rittenhouse, Hubert 
& Goldie Thomas, Joe & Reva Tar- 
man, Ferd J. 6 Nora M. Tanner, Roy 
& Avery Allen, Edythe 6 Edward 
Siegrist, Maurice & Dorothy Phillips, 
John & Nellie Sweasy, Joseph G 
Lizzie Negley, Dale & Alzata Gordon. 

it ir If 

Miss Mary Brady, office manager, 
is planning to attend the Annual 
Bookkeepers’ Conference to be held 
in Springfield, Illinois, M f/ 22nd 
to May 26th, 

If * * 

On April 27th, Mr. L. C. Marvel, 
manager, attended a meeting of the 
Association of Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operatives. The new U-l-c order was 
discussed, and a committee was ap¬ 
pointed, and sent to Washington, D. 
C„ to confer with WPB. He stayed 
in Springfield on April 28th to attend 
a meeting with the State Highway 
Department relative to establishing 
standards for tree-trimming, pole-set¬ 
ting, and anchor-setting along State 
highways. 

* ★ * 

Mr. Marvel pkfis to attend a 
meeting in St. Louis on May 17th, 
pertaining to tree-trimming and en¬ 
gineering. 

* * * 

We have received approval from 
the Finance Division of REA, St. 
Louis, that the locker-plant loan has 
been approved. As soon as the con- 
tract has been let by the Board of 
Directors of the Locker, and priori¬ 
ties have been obtained, construction 
can be commenced. 

* * »: 

The Board of Directors is planning 
to send a delegate to the special 
meeting of the NRECA to be held 
in St. Louis, May 23rd. 

Farmers Mutual 
Geneseo, 111. 

With the approach of summer, let 
us just pass along a word of warning 
concerning SAFETY in relation to 
lightning or wind stores which might 
cause broken power lines. 

It is inevitable that summer storms 
at times become severe enough to 
send trees or huge limbs crashing in¬ 
to rural c(nd city power lines alike. 
When that happens, “hot” wires oc¬ 
casionally are broken. Poles, also, 
may be split by lightning and “hot” 
lines may sag dangerously close to 
the ground or may even reach the 
ground. 

In no case should a member try 
and make any repairs along the co¬ 
operative’s power lines. Your co¬ 
operative maintains trained men to 
handle these emergencies. Men trained 
in line work know how to make re¬ 
pairs safely, quickly and easily. 

It is better to report an outage 
than to have a neighbor call in to 
say that a member of the coopera¬ 
tive has been injured while attempt¬ 
ing to make repairs on the line. 
You may have the best of intentions 
—but good intentions are often mis¬ 
guided unless you are experienced in 
line work. There is an old adage 
which still holds good and that is: 
Better be safe than sorry. 

Hr * * 

Mrs. Madge L. Little, assistant 
state farm labor supervisor, Women’s 
Land Army, Extension Service, Uni¬ 
versity of Illinois College of Agri¬ 
culture, wants six women to enter 
the first training class to become mem¬ 
bers of the Women’s Land Army. 

Six girls or women are wanted for 
this class as well as for succeeding 
classes. Each group will receive three 
weeks’ training in the work of farm¬ 
ing—in general farm work. The girls 
will receive instruction in the use 
and care of farm machinery, the 
planting and cultivation of crops and 
in the care of livestock. They are 
expected to enroll for year-round 
work on farms, which means five 
months or more of such work. 

During the training these girls will 
receive no salaries other than board 
and room, but they are assured of 
placement in good farm jobs at pre¬ 
vailing wages at the end of their 
period of training. They will be help¬ 
ing the war effort by producing much- 
needed food for the armed forces. 
Jobs are available in the vicinity of 
the training farm. 

The classes are limited to only 
six persons, and when one group 
finishes the course another class may 
be formed to take its place. 

Women in the area served by the 
cooperative who desire to enroll in 
these unusual classes should notify 
Mrs. Little at once in order that she 
can plan for operation of the train¬ 
ing program. 

- ★ * ★ 

HOUSEHOLD HINTS 

Supplies for cleaning wallpaper are 
simple and although the work is quite 
strenuous, results will brighten the 
home for summer. 

When cleaning wallpaper, remove 
dust with a soft wall brush. Ordinary 
soil on w'allpaper can be removed by 
using homemade or commercial 
cleaners. Work slowly, using even 
strokes. 

Washable papers are cleaned satis¬ 
factorily by wiping them with a 
cloth wrung out of clear lukewarm 
soft water and drying with a clean 
cloth. Use water sparingly so that 
paper will not absorb it. Many wash¬ 
able papers of firm quality may be 
cleaned with soap jelly and a sponge 
or cloth. Use light, even strokes. 
Rinse with sponge wrung out of clear 
warm soft water. 

Grease Spots 
Fresh grease spots can sometimes 

be removed from wallpaper by spong¬ 
ing spot with carbon tetrachloride or 
by using a thick paste made of water 
arid either French chalk or powdered 
magnesium. Apply this paste to the 
grease spot, let it dry thoroughly for 
24 hours, and then carefully brush it 
off. More than one application of 

MISSOURI SUPREME COURT UPHOLDS RIGHTS 
OF ELECTRIC CO-OP IN ATTACK BY UTILITIES 

paste may be necessary to remove the 
spot. 

Another paste which may be used 
is made of cornstarch and carbon 
tetracholoride. Apply this and let it 
dry for 24 hours, before carefully 
brushing off. When carbon tetrachlor¬ 
ide is used, first test it on a small 
smaple of the wallpaper to be sure 
that it will not affect the color. 

In order to keep old grease stains 
from spotting new wallpaper, first 
apply such a seal as aluminum enamel 
or shellac over the stain. 

McDonough Power 
Macomb, Illinois 

Weather conditions in this locality 
have not permitted our farmers to 
make very much progress this spring. 
In fact, many of them have no oats 
sowed or started to plow. However, 
they think the weather man will give 
them their share of sunshine soon. 

* * * 

Mr. Ward J. Ryherd of the Camer¬ 
on neighborhood passed away Mon¬ 
day night, April 25, at 8:20 p. m. 
after an illness of two weeks. Fun¬ 
eral services were held Friday after¬ 
noon, April 28, at the Kimber & West 
Funeral Home in Galesburg. 

Born on May 9, I860, his entire 
life was spent in Cold Brook Town¬ 
ship. Surviving him are his wife and 
six children. There are 16 grand¬ 
children and 4 great grandchildren. 

During his life he was active in 
community affairs, having served as 
a director of the school district, a 
member of the Board of Supervisors 
for three full terms and held the office 
of Road Commissioner. 

He was one of the original signers 
in his neighborhood for R.E.A. 

★ ★ ★ 
Nancy Noper, daughter of Mr. and 

Mrs. Ross Noper of Walnut Grove 
Township, made her first trip to 
Chicago the latter part of April. She 
has much to say regarding the many 
wonderful sights and the enjoyable 
time she had. She thinks the name 
“Windy City” is very appropriate. 

The Missouri State Supreme Court 
upheld the purchasing rights of tht 
Grundy Electric Cooperative, Trerw 
ton, Mo.,—overruling an attack oiS 
the transaction by three privately; 
owned public utility companies. 

Utilities Object 
This Missouri Power and Light Co., 

the Consumers Public Service Co., and 
the Missouri Public Service Corpora* 
tion contended that the Grundy Co* 
operative’s purchases of Missouri 
properties of the Iowa Utilities Com* 
pany were an unwarranted invasion 
of territory they could serve, that thf 
transaction was contrary to public in* 
terest, and that the Missouri Public 
Service Commission had no power tQ 
authorize sale of a regulated public 
utility system to an electric coopera* 
tive without determining the effect OH 
public interest. 

Court's Reply 
In reply, the court unanimously; 

adopted Judge Laurance M. Hyde’* 
opinion which rejected the constitu* 
tional objection and affirmed the Mis* 
souri Public Service Commission* 
order approving sale of properties to 
the electric cooperative. Judge Hydf 
declared that the commission ha* 
based its approval upon a finding 
that the transfer was in the public 
interest. He also overruled a con* 
tention by the objecting utilities that 
the state law must be construed to 
the effect that a cooperative is not 
empowered to purchase an electrical 
system to furnish electricity to per* 
sons in rural areas who are already; 
receiving service from a central sec* 
tion. 

REA Finances Purchase 
The Grundy Electric Cooperative, 

which operates 430 miles of distribu* 
tion lines, is already operating its 
newly purchased property. It ha* 
arranged for a loan of $118,000 from 
the Rural Electrification Administra* 
tion to finance the purchase and t<| 
make improvements. 

INVESTIGATE FREEZER 
BEFORE YOU INVEST 

SPECIAL 
A number of our members are 

not very prompt in sending in 
their meter readings, and a few 
neglect to send them in at all. 
We believe that if these members 
understood the inconvenience this 
caused our office force, they 
would be more prompt in the 
future. 

★ ★ ★ 
HOME BURNED TO GROUND 
The farm home occupied by tfie 

Clarence Payne family, northeast of 
Good Hope was burned to the ground 
the afternoon of May 4. None of the 
contents was saved. Some insurance 
was carried on the house and con¬ 
tents, but not enough to cover the 
loss. 

Fanned by a strong wind, the 
flames spread quickly and the h.yuse 
burned to the ground in a short time. 
The fire started in the kitchen where 
a kerosene stove exploded. Mrs. 
Payne, who was alone in the house 
at the time, had lighted the stov-fe to 
heat some water and went into an 
adjoining room. On hearing the ex¬ 
plosion, she returned to the kitchen 
and discovered the room in flames. 
She was unable to contact neighbors 
by telephone and called Macomb fire¬ 
men. The house had burned to tKe 
ground when firemen arrived, but th£y 
were able to save other farm build£- 
ings. ; 

The house had been recently re¬ 
modeled and reshingled. The Payne’s 
lost no time in remodeling and build¬ 
ing an addition to their garage for a 
temporary home. I 

Employees of our cooperative were' 
active in doing their part to giv? 
them prompt service in their new 
quarters. 

* * * 

Mr. Paul Van Arsdale of Point 
Pleasant Township, vice president of 
the Raritan State Bank, was elected, 
president of the bank at a meeting 

Before investing in “deep” of 
“quick” freezing equipment check on 
its price and condition. Some un* 
scrupulous persons, taking advantage 
of the heavy demand and the fact 
that freezers are not being manufact* 
ured, are placing used freezers fof 
sale which will not give good service 
and which cost too much. An OPA 
regulation states that prices on freeze 
ers cannot exceed those of March, 
1942. 

Many of the freezers now for sale 
came from retail stores where they 
were used as beverage dispensers and 
for frozen products. Some of the 
equipment is not in usable condition 
and cannot be repaired because new 
parts are not being made and skilled 
repairment are lacking. 

ALEDO—E. M. Edwards, advise* 
for Mercer county, reports that addl* 
tional workers are coming into the 
county. In most cases they are rela* 
tives or family friends of the farmer* 
employing them. 

Although the supply of gasoline 
available for civilian use has beefli 
diminishing from month to month, far* 
mers will be allocated ample gasoline 
to do their farming, according to Ed* 
ward F. Stegen, rationing executive 
in the Chicago office of price admin¬ 
istration. 

of the directors last week, succeeding 
the late James Lofftus. Raymond 
Gearhart of Raritan Township is the 
new vice president. 

* * * 

Mrs. Walker Pollock of Walnut 
Grove Township is attending the 

t State Meeting of Federation of Wo* 
men’s Clubs in Chicago this week, 

★ * * 

Kenton Lofftus of Point. Pleasant 
Township and G. Wayne Welsh 

/of Sciota Township were in the Chi* 
cago market with a load of cattle 

this week. 

# 
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guarded the dangerous wire until the j their electric power in an increasing 
lineman arrived and had it definitely j number of ways. It also shows that 
cut off from any possible chance of 
becoming energized. 

This action of Mr. Zimmer¬ 
mans not only protected the 
public from possible injury 
should the wire become ener¬ 
gized but also speeded up the 
restoration of service on the 
line. Since the lineman who 
Jwent out on the call knew ex¬ 
actly where the trouble was he 
lost no time in hunting for it. 
iThe section of line where the 
;wire was broken was segregat¬ 
ed and the rest of the line re¬ 
stored to service at once. 

Mrs. Zimmerman will also be re¬ 
membered as a true cooperative mem¬ 
ber going even beyond the usual ex¬ 
tent of assistance. Since the men had 
to work until nearly nine o’clock in 
the evening without having a chance 
for supper she furnished each man 
on the job with a sausage sandwich 
which was very much appreciated oy 
the members of the line crew. 

The Zimmermans have been mem¬ 
bers since 1940. 

* * * 

FAULTY WIRING COSTS 
MEMBERS 

Recently we had another specific 
case where failure to have wiring 
properly done was pretty expensive 
for the member. A member ran romex 
Wire, which is only intended to be 
used inside- of buildings, to an electric 
pump at a well. This wire was run 
underground for several feet without 
even enclosing it in a pipe. It was 
only a very short time until the in¬ 
sulation was so badly deteriorated 
that a partial short circuit was wast¬ 
ing a large amount of current. 

When the member received a 
$41.08 electric bill he naturally com¬ 
plained. Our meter and wiring in¬ 
spector went to the farm and soon 
located this trouble and also one or 
two other places where some wiring 

Was improperly and unsafely done. 
The saving of this extra electric 

bill would more than have paid for 
a qualified electrician to install the 
wiring. Now the member has both 
the loss in the electric bill and the ex¬ 
tra wiring expense to pay. We hope 
all members will see that their wir¬ 
ing is done by a qualified electrician. 
Our inspector will check additional 
wiring for any member for a fee of 
$1.00 per call. 

Jo-Carroil 
Elizabeth, 111. 

L. M. Ziegler of Phillip Burns En¬ 
gineering company has about com¬ 
pleted his job of staking new lines 
for your cooperative in Jo Daviess 
and Carroll counties. 

Mr. Ziegler, who has become 
known as “Zieg” to the residents of 
Elizabeth where your cooperative of¬ 
fice is located, was one of the men 
who first worked on the project, do¬ 
ing the important engineering and 
technical groundwork in advance of 
the construction crewSi 

★ ★ ★ 
Welcome New Members 

Clayton Kaul and George Wurster 
have become members of Jo-Carroll 
Electric Cooperative, Inc., and we 
take this occasion to extend to them 
a very hearty welcome. The Illinois 
REA News in which this welcome is 
being given you is your paper and 
wTe want you to think of it as such. 
If you have any articles of interest 
please send them to the cooperative 
office or tell the linemen, because it is i 
through the membership of the cooper- j 
atives in Illinois that we assemble j Board of Trustees 
for you the information which appears j prt;.S-) j. y/ess Barth, Cisne, Illinois 
in this publication. \jr pres., Harold Shepherd Albion. 

members are buying a wide assort 
ment of farm and home electrical 
equipment as rapidly as these de¬ 
vices become available. The list of 
new appliances follows: 

Electric Brooder — Everett C. 
Beebe, Victor Puls, Robert C. Car- 
son, Gordon Hatfield, George Bertsch, 
Glenn Virtue, Lucille B. Tranel, 
Wesley Funston, James Roche, Art 
Schoenhard, Wallie Roberts, C. R. 
Colehour, Louis Stephan, Henry Ditt- 
mar, Albertus Bussan, Orville Virtue. 

Poultry Water Heater — Orville 
Virtue. 

Refrigerator — Lucille B. Tranel. 
Pig Brooder — Chas Schaible and 

Elmer Fink. 
Stove — Harvey Mullen. 
Radio — Lillian Hickie, Slouborg 

Bros., Edward Westemeier, Joseph H. 
Wienen. 

Washing Machine — Allen C. Air- 
hart and Wm. Dambman. 

Locker — L. V. B. Atz. 
Iron — Wm. Dambman, Lucille B. 

Tranel, Allen C. Airhart. 
Cream Separator i— Wallie Ro¬ 

berts, J. R. Chafer, Nelson Virtue. 
Vacuum Cleaner — Orion Alex¬ 

ander. j. 
Toaster — Allen C. Airhart. 
Sewing Machine — Wallie Ro¬ 

berts. 
Waffle Iron — Allen C. Airhart. 
Milking Machine — Oscar Krug, 

Mrs. Joe Dittmar, Frank Bonjour, 
W. H. Francke, Lawrence Doden. 

Pump Jack — Lucille B. Tranel, 
John G. Doden, Wm. Dambman, 
Glenn Virtue, Otto Grebner. 

* * * 

E. A. Read Honored 
Everett R. JRead, president of your 

cooperative and a member of the 
board of the Illinois Association of 
Electric Cooperatives, was one of 
the delegates chosen to represent If- 
linois REA projects at a meeting with 
WPB, War Food Administration and 
other government agency representa¬ 
tives recently in Washington. Un¬ 
fortunately, however, Mr. Read was 
unable to attend the important session 
personally, but did do everything pos¬ 
sible by communicating with govern¬ 
ment leaders to bring about a modi¬ 
fication of utility order restrictions 
which are at present hampering the 
construction of new REA lines. 

Mr. Read represented cooperatives 
in this region at the important spe¬ 
cial meeting of the Illinois state¬ 
wide REA group held late last month 
in Springfield. 

If you know of a neighbor who is 
considering the idea of wiring his 
farmstead and is not sure that he can 
afford it at this time, will you please 
remind him that your Cooperative still 
has funds available for loans for the 
purpose of wiring installations. 

These loans are made after a credit 
committee has passed on the applica¬ 
tion and can be made over a period 
of fifteen months with only one-third 
down payment, interest at 6% and 
this is true interest on the unpaid bal¬ 
ance. 

We realize that many farmers are 
;n a better position to afford wiring 

today ‘ than at the time the Cooper¬ 
ative . was organized, nevertheless, 
there Uiay be those that are at least 
temporarily short of available cash' 
for this purpose. To those this loan 
would be beneficial. 

Wayne-White 
Fairfield, Illinois 

(212 East Court St.) 
(Phone: 250) 

The News will be sent you once a 
month. It’s purpose is to bring you 
information about the REA move¬ 
ment; to instruct you in the wise 
use of electricity; to amuse you with 
stories about cooperative members in 
Illinois and to interest you in other 
state-wide cooperatives in order that 

we may reach that enviable position 
of a properly informed membership. 

* * 

A number of new appliances have 
been purchased recently, indicating 

that more of our members are using 

SeC* Frank Gray, Sims 
Treas., L. M. King. Mill Shoals. 

Orville Smith, Calvin 
Ogie Vest, Xenia 
Irvin Yohe, Mt. Erie 
(j. O. Moreland, Norris City 
G. O. Deem, Geff 

—Project Superintendent— 
E. A. Tannahill, Fairfield, Illinois 

^In case of emergency calls before SO a. m. or after 5:00 p. m. call the 
owing: For Carmi, McLeansboro, 
rris City and vicinity, call Chalon 

Carter, phone No. 57D, Norris City, 
For all Edwards County, all of 

Wayne County, Crossville, Calvin 
and Phillipstown, in White County, 
call F. A. Tannahill, phone No. 156J, 
154R, Henry Allison, 139M, Norman 
Cloyd Musgrave, 60M, Elmo Cates, 
Davis, 157R or Bill Fleming, 213W, 
all of Fairfield, Illinois. 

★ ★ * 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
F. H. and Gertie Peddicord, 

Wayne City. 

Doris and Anna Benbrook, Mc¬ 
Leansboro. 

Fred and Irene Yates, Rinard, 111. 

M. A. and Carrie Headley, West 
Salem. 

Chas. and Evelyn Arnold, Mt. Erie. 

George and Anna Hurst, Emma. 

Eldon and Nelle Marvel, Mt. Erie. 

Ira and Juanita Rogers, McLeans¬ 
boro. 

Floyd and Francis Bunnage, Gold¬ 
en Gate. „ 

John Gooch, Springerton, 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Swafford, 

Thackeray. 
Samuel and Madeline Webb, Mc¬ 

Leansboro, 
Paul O. Decker, Noble, 111. 
W. R. Trobaugh, McLeansboro. 
Walter and Pearl Carson, Mc¬ 

Leansboro. 
Homer Tedford, McLeansboro. 
Lawrence and Lattie Hallam, Al¬ 

bion. 
Alfred and Gertie Becker, Spring¬ 

erton. 
John and Emma Far less, Norris 

City. 
Jerrel and Freda Sullivan, Mace¬ 

donia. 
Mr. and Mrs. Alva Biggerstaff, 

Thackeray. 
Herman Taylor, McLeansboro. 
Leonard and Mable Bruce, Gray- 

ville. 
George and Sarah Weil, Emma, 
Mr. and Mrs. Carwin Talley, Mc¬ 

Leansboro. 
Kenneth and Lola Wilkerson, 

Wayne City. '* 
Mr. and Mrs. Zenith Jones, Geff. 
Mrs. Lewis McDannel, Geff. 
Clarence and Inez Brown, Cisne. 
Denzel and Evelyn Large, Mill 

Shoats. 
Norman and Hazel Perkins, Cross¬ 

ville. 
George Vandaveer, Mt. Erie. 
Center School, Dist. No. 48, Gray- 

ville. 
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Ward, Nor¬ 

ris City. 
Edd Keyser, Cisne. 
W. P. and Josie Austin, Wayne 

City. 
Elmer Questell, Carmi. 
Robert and Dessie Wallace, Blu- 

ford. 
Berl and Mildred Hickey, Wayne 

City. 
Frank and Virginia Aud, Herald. 
M. E. and Imogene Hufford, Fair- 

field. 
W. A. and Hattie Cox, Fairfield. 

★ ★ ★ 
FIRST 20 TO SEND IN METER 

CARDS—April, 1944 
Dan Dalton, Geff. 
Fred Price, Mt. Erie. 
D. H. Pettigrew, Fairfield. 
W. E. Osborn, Bluford. 
Leonard D. Apple, Enfield. 
Grant Bruce, Wayne City. 
Noah Irvin, Johnsonville. 
S. R. Henson, Norris City. 
E. F. Keen, Keenes. 
R. W. McDonald, Parkersburg. 
Roy Ibbotson, West Salem, 
L. O. Flanders, Flora. 
Guy Lindsey, Rinard. 
Clarence Sturm, Crossville. 
C. M. Robinson, Grayville. 
Agnes I. Baker, Albion. 
Cornelius Bryant, Norris City. 
Chas. Conard, Cisne. 
Orville R. Kennedy, McLeansboro. 
Curtis Matz, Carmi. 

LAST 20 TO SEND IN METER 
CARDS—April, 1944 

H. J. Phelps, Norris City, 
Vernon C. Michels, Albion 
Arthur Johnson, Ellery. 
Ross Mason, Golden Gate. 
Otho Stevens, Keenes. 
R. C. Colliver, McLeansboro. 
Cynthia and Olive Laws, Fairfield. 
Earnie S. Kiefer, Carmi. 
Jim Counsel, McLeansboro. 

Jessie Duncan, Carmi. 
Edwin Pomeroy, Carmi. 
O. W. Harper, Fairfield. 
W. W. Irvin, Keenes. 
Elmer Questell, Herald. 
L. H. Bayley, Norris City. 
Lee Sutton, Norris City. 
C. E. Kuykendall, Grayville. 
Joe Freidman, Carmi. 
Earl W. Reid, Albion. 
Alan Crome, Albion. 

★ ★ * 

25 HIGHEST FARM USERS 
April, 1944 

Harry Lasater    2159 
Bowyer Bros ...1201 
Ben Nation   919 
Lowell Quindrey    865 1 

J. E. Dennis    649 
John Terrall     595 
Howard Robertson      545 
Vern Zimmerman   531 
Holmes Brockett   527 
Wendell Johnson    498 
Ray Cunningham   484 
Henry Fleck      481 
John Spence   481 
J. C. Smith   471 
Sylvester Austin     476 
Fred Noah   451 
Dan Dalton     450 
Otis Meyers     447 
Dias Burton   435 
Odes Bayley   432 
Raymond Vaughan     416 
Ulla Givens   415 
Perry Gillison     405 
Ray A. Burkitt   372 
G. N. Heidinger    364 

25 HIGHEST COMMERCIAL 
USERS—April, 1944 

Gholson’s Hatchery  8133 
Pure Oil Co 5749 
Stanley Bratton   3139 
Texas Pipe Line    1791 
Olsen Drilling Co 1243 
Carmi Baptist Orphanage  1014 
Arthur Gholson   889 
Otis Wilson   848 
Sohio Pipe Line     846 
Sun Oil Co   762 
United Prod. Co     756 
Willis Keele    541 
Ralph E. Keith        470 
Theodore McConnell   530 
George Rister  532 
Roosevelt Wilson   449 
L. W. Springer    442 
H. E. Jones     386 
Harry Smith   383 
W. J. Wright     366 
Ross Miller    350 
Noel D. Marlin   347 
D. G. Desch   343 
Herbert Higdon    343 
Odis Reynolds Garage   342 

* + * 

NEW APPLIANCES 
The following members have pur¬ 

chased new electric brooders: 
Woodrow Carter, Albion; Sam 

Guyot, Albion; Max Harris, Fair- 
field; Wallace Dalton, Mt. Erie; Law¬ 
rence Hallam, Albion, and Homer 
Bunting, Albion. 

Fred Nance of Dahlgren has in¬ 
stalled an electric range. Sam Gilpin, 
Carmi, 111., has installed a 7J^ h.p. 
motor to operate an oil pump on the 
D. N. Marlin lease near Herald. 
Magnolia Oil Company have con¬ 
nected four motors to pump four 
wells in the Centerville area. 

Mr. Vernon C. Michels, has a one- 
third h.p. motor. Fred Price, Mt. 
Erie, has a new milking machine. 

★ ★ ★ 
APRIL OPERATION REPORT 

Miles Energized   1010 
Members Receiving Service  3914 
Total KWH sold   226,406 
Average KWH used per member ..58 
Number of minimum bills   996 
Average bill  3.48 
Revenue per mile     13.47 
Density per mile    3.9 

West Salem, 111. 
May 5, 1944 

Wayne-White Counties Elec. Coop. 
Fairfield, Illinois 
Dear Sirs: 

Sometime ago we wrote in and ad¬ 
vised about the interference we were 
having on the radios, caused from a 
line noise, and since the men came 
and worked the lines over we can 
tell a big difference in the reception 
we get from the radios. 

I am writing this telling you that 
the line is O.K. now and we surely 

do appreciate your cooperation. 
Your truly, 

(Mrs.) Blaine H. Knust. 

Thank you, Mrs. Knust. We ap¬ 
preciate very much receiving letters 
and information like this from our 
members. 

The Pace Bill Approved by House 
and Senate 

Some time ago a bill which is 
known as the Pace Bill was presented 
on the floor of Congress for consid¬ 
eration by the House of Representa¬ 
tives and the Senate, to reduce the 
amount of interest REA Cooperatives 
are required to pay on the loans 
which they received through REA for 
constructing lines to serve members 
of their Cooperative. This was a 
very important bill and we are hap¬ 
py to advise the members of this Co¬ 
operative that both the House of 
Representatives and the Senate have 
passed and approved the bill without 
any amendments, which means that 
if the President of the United States 
signs the bill and it becomes a law, 
the Cooperative will be required to 
pay 2 per cent interest on the money 
borrowed from the Government in¬ 
stead of the old interest rates which 
ranged from 2.46 per cent to 2.77 per 
cent on the amount of money which 
the Cooperatives have borrowed from 
REA. You can readily see that the 
approval of this bill will create a 
large savings over a period of years 
to all the REA Cooperatives of the 
United States. 

It would be a fine thing for all of 
the members of this Cooperative to 
write a letter to their Congress ex¬ 
pressing their appreciation for the 
interest the Congressmen have shown 
in approving this bill. This is evi¬ 
dence that our Congressmen are vi¬ 
tally interested in the welfare and 
success of these REA Cooperatives 
by the action they have taken in ap¬ 
proving the Pace Bill. 

Our hats are off to each of them 
for the support they have given this 
bill and we are certain if the members 
of this Cooperative will take a few 
minutes time to write a letter of ap¬ 
preciation to their Congressmen, die 
Congressmen will be brought to re¬ 
alize that their efforts are not going 
unnoticed. Please give this matter 
your serious consideration, as we are 
sure your Congressmen will appre¬ 
ciate hearing from you. 

Buy More and More War Bonds 
During the invasion, more and more 

materials will be needed, so don’t let 
up cm your War Bond buying. The 
boys will be fighting harder. Let’s 
give more of our money for bonds. 

* ★ ★ 

The past two months have brought 
complaints from several members- re¬ 
garding the number of KWH used. 
Many electric brooders are being 
used now, and electric brooders like 
any other equipment should be 
watched and checked to see that it 
is performing correctly. 

Evidently some of our members do 
not realize that l** running the tem¬ 
perature too high for a longer period 
than is necessary, they will cause ex¬ 
tra electricity to be used. Or it may 
be that the thermostat is not operat¬ 
ing properly. For these and other 
reasons, all automatic electric equip¬ 
ment should be checked regularly to 
see that it is operating as it should be. 

To aid you in checking, we sug¬ 
gest you read your meter each day 
at a regular time. Jot the reading 
down on the calendar for that day, 
then by subtracting yesterday’s read¬ 
ing from today’s reading you can tell 
exactly how many KWH were used. 
If the amount used seems high, you 
will be warned then and there that 
something is wrong and you will save 
yourself considerable wasted elec¬ 
tricity. 

We are anxious for you to use all 
the electricity you need, but we do 
not want you to pay for more than 
you need. ★ ★ ★ ^ 

To the Members Throughout 
Edwards County 

This is to announce, the Board of 
Trustees have approved the purchase 
of a number of new automatic oil 
circuit breakers which are to be in¬ 
stalled on those lines in Edwards 

s 
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DOWN THE ROAD GOES 7-ROOM HOUSE 

sibove is a view of the 2-story, 7-room house as it is hauled along the 
road on its 2-mile journey to a new location. The gentleman with the top¬ 
coat who almost merges with one of the Corn Belt Electric cooperative s 
poles to the left of the residence is T. H. Hafer, manager of the cooperative, 
who was on the job to see that maximum safety measures were exercised 
and that members in the area were not unduly disturbed by the operation. 

Linemen Assist 

as Large House 

Goes for “Ride” 

LINES RAISED, REMOVED 
TO CLEAR PATH FOR 

2-MILE "TRIP" 
s _____ 

Helping move houses doesn't come 
under the general heading of co-op 
business, but there are instances where 
house movers find cooperative line¬ 
men, friends ‘‘in need—and deed” 
when high lines interfere with houses 
or barns being shifted from one loca¬ 
tion to another along winding country 
roads. 

Such was the case last month when 
Glen Meeker and ‘‘Jiggs’' Oliver, line¬ 
man and apprentice lineman respec¬ 
tively of the Corn Belt electric co¬ 
operative of Bloomington, went to 
the aid of Walker Lush who moved 
a 7-room residence more than two 
miles to a truck farming tract he has 
purchased in the Clinton area. 

Working ahead of the movers, who 

used two tractors to haul the large 
2-story house along the country road, 
the linemen raised or removed lines 
at six different points so that the resi¬ 
dence could be brought to its final 
destination. Illustrating the fact that 
a lineman’s job consists of more than 
climbing poles, stringing wires, hang¬ 
ing transformers and accomplishing 
other tasks related to bringing ser¬ 
vice to farmsteads, Glen turned sec¬ 
ond-story man to climb on the roof 
of the house and lift the neutral and 
de-energized hot line over the peaked 
roof of the residence—which was 
just about two feet higher than the 
wires. 

Before the house was moved, line¬ 
men de-energized the line in order 
to achieve maximum safety. Four 
or five members of the cooperative in 
the area were without service during 

1 most of one morning, but, fortunately, 
no difficulty resulted. Luckily none of 
the group has an electric stove and 
no hardship was experienced in pre¬ 
paring the noon meal. 

Mr. Lush is a member of the co¬ 
operative and owns a Corn Belt 
cooperative-served farm near the 
place where the old house was moved. 

LINEMEN GO ALONG FOR THE RIDE 

Wen Meeker, Corn Belt cooperative lineman, rides high on the roof of 
the Walker Lush residence as he raises wires just high enough for the large 
house to pass along the road. The man with the ladder is “]iggs” Oliver, 
apprentice Lineman, who braces himself for a short ride tbhile holding on 
to Glens only available means of ascent and descent from the roof of the 
house. 

Experiments Are Conducted To 
Prove Best Feeding Practices 

ANNUAL MEETING 
PLANNED JUNE 1 

BY SOUTHEASTERN 

Members of Southeastern Illinois 
Electric cooperative at Harrisburg 
will hold their annual meeting Thurs¬ 
day, June 1. 

Directors will be elected for the 
ensuing year and reports will be 
given by committee leaders on ac¬ 
complishments of the cooperative for 
1943. Plans will also be discussed 
for 1944 and other matters of interest 
to members will be reviewed. Efforts 
are being made to have at least 500 
persons attend the meeting. 

ON THE JOB 

MAXIMUM TONNAGE ON 
MINIMUM CORN IS 

AIM HERE 

In the interests of conserving 
dwindling feed supplies the depart¬ 
ment of animal husbandry, University 
of Illinois college of agriculture, ran 
experiments feeding two-year-old 
cattle to different degrees of finish. 

The results of this study show that 
to produce the maximum tonnage of 
beef with the minimum amount of 
corn, the following practices should 
be followed: 

1. Keep cattle largely on pasture 
and roughage until they have most 

about 50 cents to $1 a hundred. Me¬ 
dium feeders will need a spread of 
$1 to $2, and common feeders, a 
spread of $2.50 to $3.50 if they are 
to be given a finish characteristic of 
good carcasses at a profit. (These 
figures include only cost of cattle 
and feeds.) 

To carry choice feeders which have 
reached good condition on to choice 
finish requires about as much corn 
as was needed to bring them from 
feeder flesh to good finish. In other 
words, the corn required to put a 
choice feeder in choice slaughter con¬ 
dition will put two choice feeders in 
good Idling condition, and thus pro¬ 
duce about 81 per cent more edible 
meat than is found in the one choice 
carcass. 

To 
Feeder Grade 

feed cattle of good feeder 
of their growth, about two years of grade to choice finish aiso was very 

Walker Lush, Corn Belt Electric 
cooperative member, is shown above 
in front of one of the tractors used to 
haul the 7-room residence, he recent¬ 
ly purchased, to his new truck garden 
tract. 

age. 
2. Feed common and medium two- 

year-old feeder cattle a minimum 
amount of corn to no better than a 
medium finish, thus producing medium 
or B carcasses. 

3. Short-feed good and choice two- 
year old feeders a full feed of corn 
(no protein supplement is required 
if a legume hay is used) to a good 
finish, thus producing good or A car¬ 
casses. 

The project leaders, Fred Francis, 
Sleeter Bull, and W. E. Carroll, re¬ 
port that under existing feed prices 

1 and ceiling prices for finished cattle 
; the data indicate that good to choice 
! two-year-old feeder cattle can be 
brought to a good degree of finish 
on a spread in price between finished 
cattle and feeders (feedlot basis) of 

FARMERS BACK 
IN FIELDS IN 

WAKE OF FLOOD 
Flood-weary farmers of Illinois, 

their lands inundated for the second 
straight year by angry .;vers and 
roaring creeks, are, for the most part, 
back in their fields today putting in 
crops in the wake of the receding 
water. 

From the Havanna area south to 
Cairo, water covered hundreds of 
thousands of fertile acres of farm 
land and resulted in crop damage esti¬ 
mated at iveral million dollars. REA 
cooperative linemen in the flood 
country were out patrolling lines in 
boats, and many farmers who had 
come to depend on electric power to 
help with farm chores found them¬ 
selves temporarily minus a “steady 
hired hand.” 

In spite of these difficulties, how¬ 
ever, most of the REA lines in the 
state which ran through inundated 
territory are back in service again— 
and superintendents and members a- 
like are both breathing sighs of re¬ 
lief. 

See Big Year 
Flood lands and corn freezes to the 

contrary, indications are that all-time 
record planting of field crops coupled 
with the heaviest livestock and poul¬ 
try yields in the nation’s history will 
be set this year in the middle-west. 

Figures made public by the bureau 
of agricultural economics reveal farm¬ 
ers’ intentions to plant 374,000,000 
acres Jin crops, which is 13,000,000 
more than last year and approximately 
the same as the peak of 375,000,000 
acres in 1932. Gains, it was said, will 
come criefly in grains, fresh veget¬ 
ables and tobacco. 

Much of the flooded land in Illinois 
will be planted in soybeans, which 
require a shorter growing season. The 
wheat outlook is “favorable," ac¬ 
cording to George Thiem, farm news 
editor, and farm machinery is being 
manufactured in increasing volume. 

Decreases in acreage are expected 
in flax, peanuts, beans, peas, pota¬ 
toes and tame hay. Actual culmina¬ 
tion of some of the bright agricultural 
prospects depends first upon the 
weather and secondly upon the all- 
important availability of farm labor¬ 
ers. The drafting of young farm 

VIENNA—"After talking to fruit 
growers from the southern part of the 
state, we realize that it is only a 
short time until there will be a seri¬ 
ous labor shortage in that field of 
farm operations,” says H. L. Cum¬ 
mins, farm labor assistant for John¬ 
son county. 

workers is expected to create a seri¬ 
ous problem on farms in Illinois and 
throughout the nation and will ma¬ 
terially affect the food production i amount of meat, but its nutritive value 
schedule. |as 

wasteful of corn—56 bushels per 
head compared with 30 to 35 bushels 
for similar cattle stopped at good 
finish. The corn required to produce 
an additional pund of carcass ranged 
from 9 pounds in case of the medium 
steers carried to a good finish to 10-4 
pounds in case of the good feeders 
carried to a choice finish, with an av¬ 
erage of 9.7 pounds. 

The department also emphasized 
the efficiency of feeder steers as con¬ 
verters of corn to human food. In 
the experiment where the good as 
well as the. choice feeders were fed 
to both choice and good finish, :he 
corn eaten per pound of carcass pro¬ 
duced was as follows: 

Choice feeders to choice finish 
(33.2 per cent fat)—3.2 lbs. corn. 

Good feeders to choice finish (34.5 
per cent fat)—4.4 lbs. corn. 

Choice feeders to good finish (25.8 
per cent fat)—1.9 lbs. corn. 

Good feeders to god finish (28.7 
per cent fat)—3.2 lbs. corn. 

Medium feeders to good finish 
(28.0 per cent fat)—3.4 lbs. corn. 

Common feeders to good finish 
(25.9 per cent fat)—3.9 lbs. corn. 

Badly needed beef would be wast¬ 
ed if cattle were sent directly from 
the range to slaughter. The fatten¬ 
ing process increases not only the 

Suggestions Are Given On Ways 
To Keep Farms In Same Family 

CAPITAL, EARNINGS ARE 
MOVING TO CITIES, 

SURVEY SHOWS 

“One of the fundamental needs of 
agriculture is to have a succession of 
the same family on the same land 
throughout succeeding generations,” 
according to H. C. M. Case, head of 
the department of agricultural eco¬ 
nomics, University of Illinois college 
of agriculture. In making that state¬ 
ment, Case said that he was thinking 
of the good of the individual, the 
community and the nation. 

One of the major problems of agri¬ 
culture is the movement of capital 
and earnings from the country to the’ 
city. In period of ten years, approx¬ 
imately six and one-half million peo¬ 
ple go from the country to the city 
during normal conditions. The costs 
of their education, the inheritance of 
farm property by city dwellers and 
collection of rent from a farm prop¬ 
erty by city dwellers make a heavy 
drain on the land. This situation 
also makes it difficult for young peo¬ 
ple remaining in the country to se¬ 
cure a foothold as farm operators and 
eventually to become owners of farm 
property. 

One way of meeting the situation 
is by means of father-son partner¬ 
ships on the farm, acording to Case. 
He offered four specific suggestions, 
each based upon a well-kept system 
of records regarding kinds of father- 
son arrangements which may be made 
to facilitate the young man getting 
a start on the farm: 

Suggestions Given 
(1) Where the father owns all 

the land, equipment and livestock, and 
the son supplies only his labor. The 
common arrangement is to guarantee 

the son hired-man wages, but if a 
given share of the farm income 
agreed upon by the father and son 
exceeds the amount of wages, then 
he receives an additional ■ amount at 
the end of the year. 

(2) Where the father is a tenant 
and the son contributes only labor. 
The plan is similar to the first one 
in so far as the son is guaranteed a 
going wage, but he receives a cor¬ 
respondingly larger share of the in¬ 
come by the father because his labor 
will amount to a larger proportion of 
the contribution to the farming oper¬ 
ation than it would if he also owned 
the farm. 

(3) Where the father and son op¬ 
erate a farm jointly. If the son lacks 
capital, he can give his father a 
promissory note and pay interest on 
his share of the investment of the 
operating capital, which would put 
him in the status of a tenant with his 
father. Under this plan, the father 
would receive the landlord share of 
the income from the farm, but in ad¬ 
dition the father and son as equal 
tenants would divide any additional 
earnings between them. 

(4) Where the father is ready to 
retire. In this instance, the son as 
tenant may take over the ownership 
of the operating capital, even though 
he lacks the capital to purchase it 
outright. He may give his father a 
note and pay inteerst on the invest¬ 
ment or the operating capital and be¬ 
come a full operating tenant of the 
farm. Or it may be desirable for the 
father to retire while still owning the 
operating capital. Under this scheme, 
the son nay accept a smaller share 
of the income from the farm in order 
to give his father adequate pay for 
his investment in both the farm 
the operating equipment. 
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Century-old Windmill Gives Up 
Job Now Done by Electric Motor 

D. H. Lewis, whose farm is served by Farmers Mutual Electric cooper* 
ative of Geneseo, is shown above turning on the switch which operates the 
electric motor attached to the pump jack beneath his century~old windmill 
tower. The windmill was severely damaged by a strong wind storm, which 
also leveled a barn on his farm a few years ago. 

PUMPS WATER FOR HOUSE 
AND STOCK ON FARM 

NEAR GENESEO 
A windmill needs a stiff breeze to 

operate, but a tornado is just a little 
too much of a good thing—especially 
when it comes in contact with a wind¬ 
mill tower which already has stood 
up under a century of Mother Na¬ 
ture’s capricious wTeather conditions, j 

At least that seems to sum up the 
story as far as the venerable wind- | 
mill on the D. H. Lewis farm is con- j 

cerned. In the days when rural elec¬ 
trification was a theory instead of 
an accomplished fact, nothing could 
have been done to right the damage 
done by the devastating storm—ex- ■ 
cept buy another windmill to replace , 
the one which had been wrecked. 

But the arrival of the Farmers Mu¬ 
tual Electric cooperative’s line in the 
Lewis farm area offered an easier and 
more economical solution to the prob- : 
lem. Instead of Investing in a new 
windmill, Mr. Lewis bought an elec¬ 
tric motor to pump water. 

At present the old and new fonus 
of drawing water from the deep well 
on the Lewis farm can be plainly 
seen, with the 100-year-old windmill 
tower surmounted by the battered 
fan and wheel, standing astride an 
electric motor which operates the new 
pump jack. Water Is pumped from 
the well into three reservoirs from 
which it flows to the residence and 
stock tanks on the farm. 

Early Member 
The Lewis farm was one of the 

first conected on the REA line in the 
area along U. S. Route 6, southeast 
of Geneseo, home of Farmers Mutual 
Electric cooperative. 

Mr. Lewis operates his 80-acre 
farm without any additional help at 
present and now has 100 head of 
purebred Duroc hogs, 50 spring pigs, 
25 lambs, 35 ewes and some cattle 
on the place. Several years ago he 
was one of the largest stock breeders 
in the state and his cattle and hogs 
won numerous prizes at national and 
mid-west fairs and stock shows. 

In years past his large residence 
with its ten bedrooms was always oc¬ 
cupied by stock breeders who had 
come long distances to attend sales 
on the Lewis farm and preferred to 
spend the night in the big, pleasant 
house rather than drive to hotels in 
nearby towns and cities. 

A progressive farmer, Mr. Lewis 
uses electricity extensively and wisely 
as numerous overhead lights in the 
farmyard show. He served for many 
years on the board of Bluff Road 
school, which adjoins his property, 
and which also is served by Farmers 
Mutual Electric cooperative. 

Mr. Lewis is a believer in REA 
service and, like many other cooper¬ 
ative members, finds it hard to under¬ 
stand why some farmers prefer to 

ntiuue to undergo the hardships of 

kerosene lanterns when they can en¬ 
joy the many advantages which elec¬ 
tric energy provides. 

NEW 100 YEARS AGO 

Shown above the century-old 
windmill which once pumped water 
on the Lewis farm. Like other sim¬ 
ilar devices in years past, the ancient 
method of pumping water has given 
way to electricity. The windmill is 
one of the oldest in the state. 

Breakers To Be 
Purchased Soon 
By Wayne-White 

Members of the board of trustees 
of Wayne-White Counties Electric 
cooperative have approved the pur¬ 
chase of several new automatic oil 
circuit breakers which are to be 
installed on those lines in Edwards 
County which receive service from 
the Grayville sub-station, it is an¬ 
nounced. 

In commenting on the breakers, 
F. A. Tannahill, manager of the co¬ 
operative said: 

“There are thousands of these cir¬ 
cuit breakers in use on REA systems 
throughout the country and they are 
rendering splendid service. We are 
therefore looking forward to more 
continuous service and at a reduced 
cost. 

“Like all new equipment, there may 
be a few adjustments necessary on 
the new breakers after they are in¬ 
stalled, but proper adjustments will 
be made so that we will get proper 
operations from the circuit breakers. 
Then after these adjustments are 
made, we may expect some very fine 
results. 

“When the installation of all break¬ 
ers is completed and the whole sys¬ 
tem is equipped with them, it will 
have cost your Cooperative some 
$6000, but in terms of operating cost, 
etc., we should be able to save that 
much or more in two years through 

saving the extra man hours and extra 
trips it has been necessary to make 
to overcome the trouble or to merely 
replace a fuse. 

“The oil circuit breaker will re¬ 
place the old type fuse cutouts and 
will go a long way to improving the 
service and eliminate interruptions to 
the lines. 

We plan to equip the whole sys¬ 
tem with the oil circuit breakers, as 
fast as WPB rules will permit. The 
new type circuit breaker has a reset 
feature which will cause the service 
to come back on in about 10 seconds. 
For instance, if during a thunderstorm 
lightning should strike a line, the oil 
circuit breaker will open, thus shut¬ 
ting off the service and also relieving 
the line from the lightning surge. 
When the breaker opens, it will re¬ 
quire 10 seconds for it to reclose, 
and if the lightning did not break an 
insulator along the line or do some 
other damage which would cause the 
line to have a permanent fault, then 
the service would come on again at 
the end of the 10 second period. 

“If, however, an insulator or some 
damage does cause a permanent fault, 
then the circuit breaker would open 
three times, and on the fourth opera¬ 
tion it will lock itself in an open 
position, thus putting that line out of 
service. It would then be necessary 
for some member along that line to 
notify the Co-op office of the inter¬ 
ruption in service and the mainten¬ 
ance crew will clear the trouble, 
reset the circuit breaker and resume 

REA MANAGERS, 
BOOKKEEPERS TO 

HOLD MEETINGS! 
Two important sessions will be 

held this month in the Abraham Lin-! 
coin hotel, Springfield. 

Bookkeepers of Illinois REA co¬ 
operatives will assemble at the hotel 
for a 5-day conference. May 22 
through 26, while managers ' of all 
cooperatives in the state will as¬ 
semble for one of their periodical 
meetings on May 26. 

In addition to attending the final 
day of the bookkeepers’ conference, 
managers will have an opportunity of 
hearing the report of the special com¬ 
mittee which met recently with of¬ 
ficials of the war production board 
and other government agencies in 
Washington to discuss U-l-c rulings. 
A. E. Becker, manager of the Men¬ 
ard Electric cooperative and one of 
three delegates sent to Washington 
upon recommendation of the Illinois 
Association of Electric Cooperatives, 
will present the committee’s report. 

George Dillon of the REA appli¬ 
cations and loan division will also 
be present and will interpret the latest 
information pertaining to war pro¬ 
duction board rulings. 

BUILD GRAIN ELEVATOR 
IT WILL DO THE WORK 

OF THREE HUSKY MEN 
The Illinois REA News is 

proud to be able to offer you the dia¬ 
gram and booklet for the construction 
of a portable grain and ear corn 
elevator. It has been proven that this 
handy little elevator, which requires 
only a Yi horsepower electric motor, 
can elevate corn or grain as fast as 
three men can shovel. 

Designed by an agricultural en¬ 
gineer of Michigan State College, 
this elevator was tested by five Mich¬ 
igan farmers who used it to crib their 
1942 crop. More than 6,000 bushels 
of corn were cribbed—1,400 bushels 
in one afternoon. Inexpensive to 
build and maintain, this elevator will 
give you many years of good service. 

Send a stamped, self-addressed en¬ 
velope to the Illinois REA News, 
303 E. Wilson, Madison, Wis., and 
you will receive by return mail the 
booklet and diagram for the eleva¬ 
tor’s construction. 

Count no experience ill if you but 
learn its lesson and apply what you 
have learned. 
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Night crawlers and angle worms just dont have a chance when these 
five men get together over ^Chuck’s" electrical “bait persuader." From left 
to right, the welcoming ^committee for the emerging angle worms, includes jf) 
William Plosch, Fred Streicher, “Chuck" Youtzy, Ray Van de Drink and 
Raymond Hutchison. The dog is an unidentified, but interested spectator. 
In the background may be seen a portion of the Jo-Carroll Electric Co¬ 
operative, Inc., truck. 

You Fishermen—Here is Your 
Answer to The Problem of Bait 

“CHUCK” PUTS ON DEMONSTRATION 

ELECTRICITY COMES TO 
RESCUE; SPADING JOB 

IS OUT-MODED 

So you’re going fishing—and you 
need angle worms for bait? 

Well, there’s nothing to it. Put 
that spade down and just get the old 
fishing pole out of the barn, grab 
yourself a handy tin can and relax 
while electricity provides all the bait 
you need. In fact there may even be 
some left over for the robins, depend¬ 
ing, of course, on just how much 
your bait can holds. 

Charles “Chuck” Youtzy, lineman 
for Jo-Carroll Electric Cooperative, 
Inc., of Elizabeth, has solved the lazy 
fisherman’s troubles. No more tedi¬ 
ous digging in the garden; no more 
scrambling around to catch an elusive 
night crawler. 

Sounds like an advertisement for a 
fisherman’s cure-all, and maybe it is 
—although “Chuck” hasn’t yet de¬ 
vised a system to link the worms lie 
mysteriously brings up out of die 
ground with the fish which they are 
supposed to catch. At the rate he’s 
going, however, that final touch may 
come later. 

This odd fish worm divining rod 
which the Jo-Carroll lineman demon¬ 
strated early this month on the 
Charles Streicher farm to the amaze¬ 
ment of William Plosch, Raymond 
Van de Drink and his fellow co¬ 
worker, Raymond Hutchison, is com¬ 
posed of the following ingredients: 
An electric light extension cord; a 
light plug; two metal rods for con¬ 
ductors, a little patience, a touch of 
personal tinkering, and electricity—• 
preferably of the REA variety. 

Simple to Make 
To make the gadget, attach the 

j end of the drop cord farthest away 
I from the plug, to one of the con¬ 
ductor rods (curtain rods or metal 
rods from a discarded crib or bed will 
do). The second rod should be 
soldered to a bare section of the cord 
about two or three feet from the first 
rod. 

It is well to have the rods pointed 
at one end so that they may be more 
easily pushed into the ground, and 
it is wise, but not essential, to have 
handles on the tops of the rods so 
that you will not injure your hands 
when pressure is exerted in imbedding 
the rods in the ground. 

Attach only ONE of the wires to 
the light plug, which means that one 
of the wires must be disconnected 
from the plug. Now you’re ready to 
to into action. 

Simply plug into a handy electric 
light socket on the porch or in an 
outlet in one of the farm buildings, 
stick the rods into the ground and 
watch the angle worms come to the 

(surface. # 

If you don’t feel the vibration of 
electricity through the rods, reverse 

the plug in the outlet, because it is 
necessary to have the current running 
through the “hot” wire in the exten¬ 
sion cord. 

Only one wire is used on the plug 
connection because the earth forms a 
ground when the rods are pushed 
into the earth, completing the circuit. 

About the only expense necessary 
in making the gadget is an extension 
cord—and usually there is an extra 
one to be found around the farm 
house. The longer the cord the more 
space can be covered in your search 
for angle worms and night crawlers 
and the more distance you will gain 
from the outlet to the “fisherman’s 
happy hunting ground.” 

CLOSEUP VIEW OF 
DEVICE USED TO 

“DIG” FISH BAIT 

Shown above is a close-up view of 
the contraption which ends the fisher¬ 
man’s chore of spading up the gar¬ 
den for worms. The two rods, look¬ 
ing like crossed swords before a duel, 
were formerly ornamental metal bars 
in a discarded children’s bed. They 
are topped by home-made wooden 
handles. 

A single extension cord is connect¬ 
ed to each of the rods and is plugged 
into a light socket. Only one of the 
two wires running through the ex¬ 
tension cord is attached to the plug; 
this means disconnecting one of the 
two wires you’ll observe attached to 
the poles which plug into the socket. 
This one “hot” wire is all that is 
needed to complete the electrical cir¬ 
cuit when the metal rods are imbed¬ 
ded in the ground. Current flowing 
through two wires would disrupt the 
circuit. 

Minnesota Co-op 
Enjoys This Fire 

PICK Electric Co-op, Braham, 
Minn., premeditated an $81,000 fire 
recently—^witnessed by an audience 
of several hundred who cheered loud¬ 
ly. The occasion was burning of the 
co-op’s first construction note for 
$81,000—18 years before it was due. 


