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iConstruction Work Is Curtailed As 
Result Of Changes In Utility Orders 

REA Production Plaque Is 
Awarded Mrs. V. M. Lovitt 

Menard Awards 
Line Contract; 

Totals $64,751 

TOPS ALL PAST 
GOALS REACHED 

P ON EGGS, CHICKS 
^>OWER IS PROVIDED BY 
V WESTERN REA CO-OP 
■ AT CARTHAGE 

Bp Mrs. V. M. Lovitt of LaHarpe was 
K honored late last month at a com- 
W munity program in Terre Haute, 111, 
■ high school when she was presented 
I with one of the coveted REA plaques 
1 for having, with the aid of electrical 
! equipment, exceeded in 1943 all her 

previous chick and egg production 
marks. 

The presentation was made in the 
presence of a large number of Mr. 
and Mrs. Lovitt’s farm neighbors by 
L. C. Marvel, manager of Western 
Illinois Electric cooperative, which 
Jjuings vitally needed electric energy 

^ to the farm. In making the award, 
Mr. Marvel paid high tribute to Mrs. 
Lovitt's achievement and said that her 

; record typified the production goals 
; being set throughout the area and the 
: nation by the country’s hard-work- 
, ing farm families. 

Mrs. Lovitt, who gives consider¬ 
able credit to Mr. Lovitt for having 
helped her merit the plaque, raised 
600 chicks last year, twice as many 
as were raised on the farm last year. 
Egg production more than doubled 
last year over 1942. 

The Lovitts began using electricity 
to aid them in their chick and egg 
production program in 1942 when 
the government requested additional 
help from the poultry industry. On 
March 30 of that year they put 300 
chicks in their new brooder house 
under their first electric breeder. 
Only four out of the entire flock were 
lost. 

couraged with their success, the 
Itts completed a new chicken j 

ouse on Dec. 23, 1942. Egg produc- j 
tion gained steadily with improved | 
facilities and at one time last year j 
the farm couple gathered as many as i 

B 150 eggs a day. 
W The chicken house was wired and ! 
B an automatic time clock and water 
■ W’armers were installed. The clock 
P is set to turn on the lights at 4 in 

the morning, starting in October and 
continuing until late in the spring. ! 
Lights remain on in the chicken house j 
until 8 in the evening. 

Their record this year surpasses any ( 

so far set, with only three chicks dy- ’ 
ing out of 600 raised under electric : 
brooders. One of the secrets in raising 
chicks under electric brooders, Mrs. 
Lovitt says, is to avoid crowding un¬ 
der the hover. This she accomplishes 
by putting fewer chicks under the 
brooder than the maximum number j 
listed on the device. 

The farm couple differs with some 
chicken raisers in that they do not 
use heat in their brooder houses, aside , 
from that provided by the heating unit ’ 
ir the brooder. In this way, they say, | 
the chicks feather faster and grow up 
healthier. 

(Turn To Page Four) 

Proud Of Their REA Award 

Mr. and Mrs. Lovitt are shown above as they proudly display the REA 

production plaque which was awarded Mrs. Lovitt for her outstanding con¬ 

tribution to the tood-for-freedom program of the nation. Mr. and Mrs. Lovitt 

reside near LaHarpe. 

Pioneering the way by assisting ap 
plicants to obtain REA service and 
increase food production, the Menard 
Electric cooperative, Petersburg, 
grouped its 157 certified U-I-C appli¬ 
cations, supported by nearly 5,000 
animal units, and requested bids 
through Laramore and Douglas, Inc., 
Chicago, on 73.05 miles of distribution 
lines. 

Eight responsible contractors sub¬ 
mitted bids and the letting was held 
at the Cooperative office in Peters¬ 
burg, Friday morning, April 7, 1944. 
Manager A. E. Becker, Attorney Ar¬ 
thur Lilienstien and Fred E. Darr 
represented the cooperative. F. S. 
Douglas and Horace Wigginton, resi¬ 
dent engineer of the firm of Laramore 
and Douglass, Inc., were present when 
the bids were opened. 

The A. A. Electric company, Cic¬ 
ero, was the successful bidder, with a 
bid of $64,751.55. This company will 
furnish all necessary material in the 
completion of this contract; additional 
extensions to be built in at the same 
cost per mile. 

Under the terms of the contract, 
right-of-way clearing will be done by 
members to whom extensions are be¬ 
ing built. 

Other contractors bidding and the 
amount of their bids follow:— L. E. 
Meyers Construction company, $68,- 
255.01; A. S. Schulman Electric Co., 
$68,642.94; White City Electric com¬ 
pany, $69,043.38; Electric Construc¬ 
tion company, $73,586.03; Contract¬ 
ing & Material company, $74,024.96; 
Monroe Electric company, $76,143.51. 

Rule Oul Stock 
Estimate; Favor 
Milk Cow Herds 

Farmers Still 
May Kill Hogs 
Without Permit 

Lifting of restrictions on farmers’ 
slaughter of hogs and delivery of 
pork to others without a permit or 
license will continue indefinitely, the 
War Food Administration has an¬ 
nounced. 

WFA’s restriction on farm slaugh¬ 
ter of hogs and delivery of pork first 
was suspended for three months, from 
Nov. 17, 1943, to Feb. 17, 1944. 
This period later was extended to 
March 17. The latest WFA provi¬ 
sion places no termination date on 
the suspension. However, farmers 
must collect ration points on pork de¬ 
livered to others. 

Hundreds Assemble For Annual 
Sunrise Service At Bald Knob 

YOUR EDITORIALS 
Editorials which appear in the 

Illinois REA News represent the 
voice of your cooperative move¬ 
ment speaking—either in answer 
to critics of the rural electrifica¬ 
tion program or in support of 
some measure which vitally ef¬ 
fects the movement to electrify the 
farms of the nation. 

Too often newspaper readers do 
not take the time to read the pol¬ 
icy of their collective friends as 
expressed through editorials. They 
generally are informative and are 
always of a non-technical nature. 

Within a great semi-circle of light 
cast by a huge, 50-foot illuminated 
cross which could be seen for 30 miles, 

' several hundred persons assembled to 
worship this year at traditional sun¬ 
rise Easter services on wind-swept 
Bald Knob, highest peak in Illinois. 

In the crowd were members of near¬ 
ly every religious denomination and 
residents of scores of cities, towns 
and villages in southern Illinois. They 
began assembling on the hill top che 
evening before the unusual service 
and by midnight Saturday the wind¬ 
ing road which leads up to the sum¬ 
mit was aglow with the headlights of 
approaching automobiles. 

Rain, which ruined gay Easter bon- 
! nets and dampened spring finery failed 
to materially effect the spirits of the 
faithful as they sloshed and slipped 
through the mud to gather before the 
tent where the program was held this 
year. Three Illinois radio stations 
broadcast the service to all corners of 
the land and loudspeakers brought the 
Easter message to the fringe of the 
crowd and beyond to those who elect¬ 
ed to remain in their cars rather than 
brave the incessant drizzle. 

At promptly 6:30, the massive bell, 
which each year signals the start of 
the service, was tolled by the Rev. 
Will H. Lirely, pastor of the Metho¬ 
dist church of Thebes, one of the or¬ 
iginators of the annual program. Low 
clouds floated across the brow of the 

hill and formed a halo over the upper 
reaches of the cross, which is held 
erect against a steel forestry lookout 
tower. 

Marks The Path 

TIGHTEN REGULATIONS 
TO CONSERVE ON USE 

OF TRANSFORMERS 

This is one of the small, white 
wooden crosses which direct motor¬ 
ists and pedestrians up the winding 
road leading to the summit of Bald 
Knob. 

Sparks from three fires built on the 
grounds by Boy Scout troops, which 
had spent the night there to be of 
service to spectators, glowed momen¬ 
tarily and then flickered out on the 
wet grass a foot or two beyond the 
flames. 

Dr. George Whitten of Carbondale, 
superintendent of Methodist churches 
in southern Illinois, gave the Easter 

(Turn to Page Three) 

In an effort to conserve on the use 
of smaller sizes of distribution trans¬ 
formers, a shortage of which is said 
to exist, the war production board 
this month imposed new restrictions 
on proposed construction of exten¬ 
sions under four utilities orders 
ll-l-c, U-l-f, U-l-d and U-l-h. 

Of primarly importance to most 
REA cooperatives, probably, are the 
changes pertaining to U-l-c orders. 
Under amended regulations, estimat¬ 
ed production of livestock may no 
longer be used in computing the num¬ 
ber of animal units. The former ta¬ 
ble, listing estimated production of 
livestock, therefore, is included in the 
table listing livestock on hand. 

Farmers may, if they can reach an 
agreement with their county agricul¬ 
tural conservation committees which 
issue the necessary permits, include 
in “livestock on hand” any ship¬ 
ments of livestock which they ha^e 
ordered from prospective suppliers. 

Extension Lengths 
The length of any continuous ex¬ 

tension built under Order U-l-c in 
any calendar quarter, including any 
part built by or for the consumer may 
not exceed 5,000 feet and the cost 
of materials may not exceed $1,500. 
Construction of extensions permitted 
by Order U-l-c prior to the amend¬ 
ment may be completed IF construc¬ 
tion other than right-of-way clear¬ 
ing was started before April 6 of this 
year. County agricultural conserva¬ 
tion committee certifications on the 
old farm are no longer valid unless 
construction has been started. 

However, construction authorized 
on form WPB 2774 is not affected 
by the amendment and may be 
completed WHETHER OR NOT 
CONSTRUCTION HAS BEEN 
STARTED. 

Over 5,000 Feet 
REA leaders said that applicati >ns 

for permission to construct U-l-c ex¬ 
tensions in excess of 5,000 feet and 
costing more than $1,500 may be 
favorably considered by the office of 
war utilities provided: Each pros¬ 
pective consumer has on hand ten or 
more milk cows or 750 or more lay¬ 
ing hens. 

The consumer must still have on 
hand one animal unit for each 100 
feet of line to be constructed, but the 
additional milk cows and hens may 
be included in determining the num¬ 
ber of animals units on the farm. 

U-l-f Changes 
Amendments to U-l-f orders spec¬ 

ify that domestic consumers may be 
served if no more than 500 feet of 
extension, including secondary and 
service drop, is required per con¬ 
sumer and provided no primary 
or transformer installation is requ! 

No exceptions in these regul 
are permitted in order to bring 
vice to schools and churches. 

Both U-l-d and U-l-h orde. 
practically eliminated. In the case of 
Order U-l-h, extension built under 

(Turn To Page Four) 
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OUT OF THE 
FRYING PAN 

From out of the maelstrom of 
official Washington comes an¬ 
other distorted ruling to disturb 
America’s food production pro¬ 
gram and to cancel countless 
man-hours of work already 
contributed in the interest of 
agriculture and our war efforts, 
to meet previous requirements 
of the War Production Board. 

The job of electrifying the 
productive farms of rural A- 
merica, under what is common¬ 
ly known as the U-l-c pro¬ 
gram, had just begun to reach 
a degree of efficiency and pro¬ 
gress through the understand¬ 
ing of farmers, county war 
boards, and REA cooperatives, 
When official Washington 
comes forth with additional re¬ 
strictions that have not yet ful¬ 
ly reached the stage of intelli¬ 
gent interpretation. The ruling, 
made effective on April 6th, is 
retroactive to all applications 
not yet approved, and appears 
to apply on all approved appli¬ 
cations on which actual con¬ 
struction had not been started 
prior to April 6th. The new 
ruling also limits continuous 
line construction, for any one 
cooperative, to 5,000 feet with¬ 
in a single calendar quarter. 

Further requirements of the 
Order, issued by the War Pro¬ 
duction Board to qualify farms 
for electric service, confines the 
accumulation of animal units to 
livestock on hand. In other 
words, the intention on the part 
of the American farmer to in¬ 
crease the production of live¬ 
stock is no longer a basis for 
service application. A farmer 
can have three brood sows that 
will be counted as one unit to¬ 
ward the required number es¬ 
sential for electric service to 
his farm, but the inevitable lit¬ 
ters from these three brood 
sows are not reckoned with. 
Nothing has yet been found in 
the order which establishes 
reason to suspect that brood 
sows are postponing the far¬ 
rowing season until after the 
war. Nor has reason been given 
to suspect the senility of all 
roosters on American farms, 
but the farmer who plans to in¬ 
crease his poultry flock is just 
out of luck—if eggs in incuba¬ 
tion or baby chicks on order 
were used to accumulate the re¬ 
quired number of animal units 
to qualify for electric service 
tinder the previous ruling. 

The farms of America that 
anticipating the use of elec- 

cal energy on the basis of an 
plication compiled from esti- 
ted production of livestock, 

must continue to do without 
electric service unless construc¬ 
tion on the line to such farms 

was actually started prior to 
April 6th, whether or not the 
application has received final 
approval. 

This new order will throw a 
large percentage of proposed 
REA line construction out of 
gear; will further result in a de¬ 
luge of confusion on the part of 
farmers and county war 
boards; and will undoubtedly 
bring forth an avalanche of 
trouble to the REA coopera¬ 
tives. There seems to be no 
escape from this type of a dis¬ 
turbance. 

Another disturbing condition 
that has existed, and continues 
to exist in the requirements 
necessary for the approval of 
U-l-c extensions, has grown 
out of basing applications for 
such extensions on animal 
units, without much thought 
given to field crops. But cer¬ 
tainly, field crops are vitally 
needed in the food for freedom 
program, and it is just as es¬ 
sential for the farmer who 
raises field crops to have light 
and power as it is for the farm¬ 
er who raises livestock. 
To the end of correcting this 

condition a wisely suggested 
revision of requirements neces¬ 
sary for the approval of U-l-c 
extensions was requested in a 
resolution unanimously adopt¬ 
ed at the Chicago convention 
of NRECA. Probably if war 
production board officials could 
spend a busy day on a farm 
devoted primarily to the raising 
of field crops such a resolution 
would not be necessary. If 
WPB leaders would don over¬ 
alls and head for the fields they 
would discover how necessary 
it is to have lights in the farm¬ 
yard and in the barn and 
house, as well as power driven 
equipment available when they 
returned to do their chores at 
night. They also would better 
appreciate the “field crop farm¬ 
er’s’’ plight when they arose in 
the morning to start their pre¬ 
dawn chores by the uncertain 
glow of a kerosene lantern. 

The second part of the NRE 
CA resolution which called up¬ 
on WPB officials to include 

field crops among the require¬ 
ments effecting deferrments of 
farm workers has been taken 
care of by a recent order from 
selective service officials. Draft 
boards will no longer use the 
unit yardstick in determining 
deferrments, but will depend 
upon their own good judgment 
when requests for deferring 
farm workers come up for con¬ 
sideration. It is hoped, how¬ 
ever, that previous association 
of animal units with deferr¬ 
ments will not hold over under 
the new arrangements, and that 
field crops will be given equal 
rank with stock in arriving at 
fair decisions. Both field crop 
and stock farmers need em¬ 
ployees if they are to meet 
their government’s goal in the 
matter of food production, and 
no discrimination should be 
shown in either case. 

WHO SAID SUBSIDY? 
One word, from the vocabu¬ 

lary of present-day columnists, 
commentaries, and propagand¬ 
ists, that should make every 
farmer in this country see red is 
subsidy. Upon this one word, 
used in its most vicious sense, 
enemies of the REA Act and 
the rural electrification program 
lean most heavily for support 
in their effort to discredit one 
of the greatest farm improve¬ 
ment measures which this na¬ 
tion has ever seen. 

For an answer to the cry 
that the government is subsi¬ 
dizing REA cooperatives, let us 
refer to the firy address given 
by Congressman W. R. Poage 
of Texas, at the second annual 
meeting of NRECA in Chicago 
last month. 

Said Congressman Poage: 
‘ They (the critics of the 

REA program) would make 
you believe that the govern¬ 
ment is paying the cost of the 
cooperatives. They fail to tell 
you that the local electric co¬ 
operatives have never received 
one dime of government sub¬ 
sidy, and that all the farmers 
have received from the govern¬ 
ment is credit, and that that 

same credit is available to the 
utilities at the same rates that 
the cooperatives pay.” 

To those who have heard 
the old argument that the REA 
cooperatives are the recipients 
of special government favors, 
Congressman Poage said: 

“The same favors are avail¬ 
able to the utilities, but the rec¬ 
ords show that while REA has 
loaned $476,044,562 to farmer- 
owned cooperatives and other 
non-profit organizations, it has 
loaned only $4,466,707 to pri¬ 
vately owned utilities.” 

Members of REA coopera¬ 
tives should know, in answer¬ 
ing critics of the program which 
provides farms with power for 
increased food production at 
rates they can afford to pay, 
that the REA will loan to pri¬ 
vate utilities as well as to the 
REA cooperatives. There is no 
discrimination. But the utilities 
have not borrowed much gov- 
er*'~~—‘ offered for the 
constiu ...... or rural power fa¬ 
cilities for a very good reason. 
Government interest rates on 
this type have been too high 
for the utilities, which have 
been able to go into the private 
money markets and borrow 
cash at substantially lower in¬ 
terest than was offered by the 
government to REA coopera¬ 
tives. No wonder Congressman 
Poage was incensed over the 
cry of subsidy and special 
favors by the government to¬ 
ward the cooperatives. 

BEYOND A THEORY 
William J. Neal, deputy 

REA administrator, speaking 
before the delegates to the an¬ 
nual meeting of Wisconsin 
Electric Cooperative last 
month, expressed a thought 
which might well be the reason 
behind some of the criticism re¬ 
cently directed against REA 
by public utility interests. 

The prevailing thought in 
the minds of many utility 
leaders, according to Mr. Neal, 
has been “REA was all right 
as long as it remained a theory, 

but not when it became 
reality.” 

When farmers began to] 
serve themselves through co¬ 
operatives and rural electrifica¬ 
tion became a fact rather thai 
just an abstract idea, criticisi 
began to be heard, Mr. Nea] 
stated. Behind the case for 
theoretical REA is the fact thaj 
mere talk of farmer-ownedl 
farmer-controlled, and farmer! 
operated rural electrificatioi 
systems could never create 
competition or force powei 
rates down to a point where 
farmers could afford to pay. 

Actual organization of REi 
cooperatives and actual coi, 
struction of rural electrification 
lines proved a real problem 
public utility interests. The^ 
have witnessed the culminatioi 
of a “completely self-support¬ 
ing program” organized and* 
operated by the people who 
now get the electric service 
they wanted but never h'efoi^e 
could obtain it through the pub¬ 
lic utilities, Mr. Neal concku 
ed. 

BLOOD MONEY 
With thousands upon thous^ 

ands of farm boys now fighting 
on every battle front in this 
global war while their home 
folks are working from dawn 
to dusk with hope for the time 
when a permanent peace might 
be established again through¬ 
out the land, a familiar war- 
preventive idea of twenty-five 
years ago is being heard above 
the clash of cannon. 

The familiar phrase goes^ 
something like this: “k you 
want to have peace, take the 
profits out of war.” ~ 

It is interesting to know that 
a comparatively small group of 
one hundred corporations now 
hold 70 per cent of the war 
contracts thus far allocated. Lt 
is also enlightening to lean 
that these one hundred corporj 
ations have so far made profit! 
totaling $8,500,000,000 out oj 
this war. One average sizi 
munitions plant situated in th4 
middle-west recently closed it! 
books with a profit in excess o! 
$3,000,000, with all taxes pau 
This profit was about three 
times that made before Pearl 
Harbor by the same company; 

In the light of these blood 
profits, it is time that fathers] 
and mothers of service men and 
women who have left the farm 
to fight fox their country, call 
for an accounting of these ex- 
cessive expenditures. Burcki 
as farmers are with incr^l 
costs and rising taxes, thi^ 
have every right to demand of! 
their elected representatives 
that they investigate the wall 
profit angle—not only for the^ 
immediate gain which the gov¬ 
ernment would be able to real¬ 
ize, but also for the future of 
the returning service men and 
women who will have to help 
pay for the cost of this war. 

This war is not yet over, 
and there is still time for con¬ 
certed action to scale down fu¬ 
ture war profits being made by 
money-mad corporations whichi 
are working on cost-plus war 
contracts. After all, eight bil¬ 
lion dollars would go a long, 
way in paying taxes for a good 
many farmers, and in cutting 
down the mounting national] 
debt. It is to the credit of Am-, 
erican industrialists who have} 
gone to work with a will toj 
equip the greatest army, navy,l 
and air corps in the world, butj 
it is to their discredit that they 
should attempt to make more 
than a fair profit out of humaV 
misery. 
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EASTER SERVICE— 
(From Page One) 

message and recalled for his listeners 
on Bald Knob and the additional thou¬ 
sands in his radio audience the beau¬ 
tiful story of the resurrection. Sacred 
selections were presented by a quar¬ 
tet from Paducah, Ky., and pastors 

» from neighboring communilfcs joined 
■ in making this eighth annual inter- 

, denominational service another in a 
. series of yearly gatherings in which 
' race, creed and color are subjugated 
j to the finer instincts of true Chris- 

“ tianity. 

This unique Easter sunrise service 
was started in 1937 by Rev. Lirely 
and Wayman Presley—“just two 
country boys,” as Lirely describes 

^ them. The idea came to them simul¬ 
taneously as they walked from their 
home church near Makanda where 
they had just attended a sunrise East¬ 
er service. 

lam Falk on Easier 
But Sunrise Service Draws Crowd 

Shown above is a view of a small portion of the crowd which attended 
sunrise Easter services on Bald Knob this year. 

# 

# 

* 

> 
i 

“Why not,” said one of them, “hold 
a union Easter service on Bald Knob 
next year?” Neither remembers which 
one voiced the thought—and both 
give the credit to the other. 

However, the idea was born that 
Easter morning in 1936, and the fol¬ 
lowing year plans were made to bring 
together people of all religious faiths 
for a united service. There were 250 
persons at that first service, which in 
later years attracted as many as 
15,000. 

With the peach trees in bloom in 
the valley eighty feet below and the 
sun rising into the heavens, Bald Knob 
on a clear day is one of the most 
beautiful peaks in the Illinois Ozarks. 
The huge lighted cross 6n the crest 
of the hill looks from a distance as if 
it is glowing in the sky and acts as a 
beacon to remind people of the Easter 
season and the glory of Christ. 

The bell which is tolled each Easter 
morning was rescued from a little 
church which was torn down to make 
way for the ordnance plant on the 
edge of Crab Orchard lake, east of 
Carbondale. Each year as the bell 
sounds the people who worshipped in 
that little country church are reminded 
of the contribution which they have 
made to the thousands who hear the 
annual religious message broadcast 
from Bald Knob. 

This barren peak in the Illinois 
Ozarks is believed to have been used 
in centuries past as a religious cere¬ 
monial place for early American In¬ 
dians and, perhaps, prehistoric man, 
for archeologists have uncovered 
many ceremonial objects on the hill¬ 
top. 

In the valleys and caves adjacent to 
Bald Knob, which is three miles from 
Alto Pass, hundreds of Indian arrow¬ 
heads and ancient pottery have been 
found. Far in the distance is a range 
of hills which break off suddenly like 
the ledge of a great lake or ocean. 
This place, geologists say, was once 
the shore line of the Gulf of Mexico— 
if that portion of the continent could 
have been so determined ages before 

the glacier moved over North Amer¬ 
ica. 

Far more modern and useful than 
the rare objects which scientists have 
unearthed in this section of the state, 
however, are lines of the Southern 
Illinois Electric cooperative which can 
been seen in the distance bringing 
electricity and power to numerous 
farmers. In the crowd which attended 
the service were many members of 
Southern Illinois electric cooperative as 
well as members of other REA coop¬ 
eratives in that section of the state. 
There also were those who still live 
on unelectrified farms but who are 
hoping that the day will come when 
Hundreds Assembled—Galley Two  
they too can enjoy the advantages 
which come with REA service. 

Scouts Aid 
In the crowd at this year’s service 

were men from both the army and 
navy. Credit for handling the crowd 
and helping motorists turn around on 
the slippery hilltop goes to the Boy 
Scout troops from Marion and Anna, 
who camped out that rainy Saturday 
night to be on hand to see to the com¬ 
fort of the Easter throng. 

Everything is free on Bald Knob 
during the service; there is no free 
will offering and no collection. As 
Rev. Lirely and Mr. Presley said, 
they wanted to have one service 
which didn’t cost anybody anything.” 
And they have done it—even the cof¬ 
fee which the scouts make and dis¬ 
pense is free. 

There probably is nothing like the 
sunrise Easter service on this high 
peak and the thousands who make the 
trip each year—many of whom spend 
the night there to avoid the usual 
crowd—can testify to the truth of this 
statement. Since 1937, the service has 
had to be called off just once—that 
was in 1941 when snow blocked the 
roads. Even on that day state police 
counted 1000 automobiles which had 
started up the winding road to fol¬ 
low the little wooden crosses which 
mark the trail to the huge illuminated 

cross on the summit. 
The two originators of the program, 

which has gained nation-wide public¬ 
ity, have additional plans for the fu¬ 
ture. These include the construction 
of a permanent concrete and steel 
cross, at least 100 feet high. They’d 
also like to see the hilltop landscaped 
and a shelter made for the 50-year- 
old church bell. They have faith in 
the future of their annual services and 
chances are their fondest hopes con¬ 
cerning improvements on Bald Knob 
will be realized. 

General Store 
Still Thrives 

In Enterprise 
CO-OP PRESIDENT KEEPS 

ALIVE TRADITIONS 
SET BY FATHER 

Handling everything from pins and 
needles to farm machinery, the J. W 
Barth general store in the closely-knit 
REA served community of Enter¬ 
prise, near Fairfield, stands today as 
a challenge to a cityward trend in 
buying power and continues its more 
than a half-century old policy of re¬ 
maining a progressive merchandising 
outpost for farm families with a ra¬ 
dius of ten miles of town. 

Started in 1886 by the late J. W. 
Barth, a pioneer settler who treked 
westward from Posey county, Ind., 
by covered wagon to the great Illinois 
prairies, the store today is operated 
by his son, J. Wesley Barth. The 
present proprietor of the establish¬ 
ment is also president of Wayne- 
White Counties Electric cooperative, 
which serves the community. Follow¬ 
ing in his father’s footsteps, J. Wesley 
Barth began clerking in the store as 
soon as he was large enough to reach 
over the counters and help serve the 
constant stream of farm customers. 

As a charter member of the Wayne- 
White cooperative board, Mr. Barth 
has worked tirelessly to bring elec¬ 
tricity to his area since the rural elec¬ 
trification program was first launched 
The general store was the first estab¬ 
lishment to get electricity in the En¬ 
terprise area and lights burn constant¬ 
ly in various departments—as Mr. 
Barth says: “I tell the boys to keep 
the lights lit, because the more elec¬ 
tricity we burn the more the cooper¬ 
ative makes.” 

Century-Old Town 
The village of Enterprise is more 

than 100 years old, many of its orig¬ 
inal houses having crumbled away 
and been replaced by new structures. 
The little town has undergone a re¬ 
juvenation in recent years since oil 
was discovered on farms in the region. 
This discovery has led to the con¬ 
struction of a number of beautiful 
country homes in the Enterprise area, 
as recipients of oil royalties chose to 
remain on their home farms rather 
than move to larger cities. 

The senior Mr. Barth, who died last 
June at the age of 83, lived to see 16 
producing oil wells drilled on his 1500 
acres of land, the first well on the 
Barth property having come in on 
May 1, 1940. 

While rationing and shortages have 

View of Church in Enterprise 

-own above is an exterior view of the venerable Ebenezer Evangelical 
char, 'i of Enterprise, which was establishd in 1883. Rev. C. G. Kramer is 
the resident pastor of the church, having served the large rural congregation 
/or three years. The church as well as the parsonage receive REA service. 

church there hangs a service flag with' 
farming community of Enterprise is 
doing its share on the fighting front 
as well as on the home front. 

There is scarcely a person who 
comes into the general store or whoi 
worships in the church whose farnj 
is not served by REA electricity^ 
Even the father and son clerks in the 
J. W. Barth store, Joseph Reid and 
Wesley Reid, are members on the' 
Wayne-White cooperative line. 

Tradition Lives 
In maintaining the store his fathcil 

started, Mr. Barth is keeping alive a; 
family tradition as well as providing 
a focal point around which farm 
folks may gather to trade and to ex-« 
change pleasantries common to all till-o 
ers of the soil. Friendly and helpful,; 
the store has an atmosphere of siiw 
cerity which builds and keeps th* 
good will of the community. With' 
its stock of farm implement parts, as 
well as its supply of grocei-ies, paints 
and household wares the store is per* 
forming a valuable wartime service byj 
saving the farmer and his wife tires, 
gasoline and time which would be 
spent in having to leave their chores 
at home to drive many miles into thd 
nearest city. 

The large trade w’hich the store en* 
joys also makes the Barth family feel 
that the rigors which their father en* 
dured in coming across country, driv* 
ing his stock before him and ferrying 
across the Wabash river, were not 
undergone in vain. As long as th# 
country store lasts in little commun* 
ities like Enterprise that community 
will last. It is the last outpost in the 
changing times and serves to link the 
farmer more closely with his home 
community and his family more firm* 
ly with traditions of the land they 
work. 

When J. Wesley Barth, right, president of Wayne-White Counties 
Electric cooperative, at Fairfield, and F. A. Tannahill, manager of the co* 
operative, get together in the general store, which Mr. Barth operates at 
Enterprise, there’s always a question whether groceries or cooperative busi¬ 
ness is the main topic of conversation. In this instance it looks as if a loaf 
of bread seems to be under discussion, but chances are that a little cooper* 
ative business may have been *’sandwiched” in between the visit and the sale. 

hit the normally large stock of mer¬ 
chandise in the Barth store—just as 
they have limited the goods on hand 
in city stores—farmers and farm wives 
still can find an ample supply for 
their needs in the establishment. An 
indication of the business transacted 
in the store can be gleaned from fig¬ 
ures that between twenty and thirty 
cases of eggs are brought there each 
day. The long wooden store struc¬ 
ture is typical of the old days, but its 
merchandising methods are strictly 
up to date. 

Like all general stores in small 
several blue stars, indicating that the 
towns, the Barth establishment is a 
meeting place as well as a trading 
post—and many are the problems 
which are threshed out on snowy, 
cold days along the two benches near 
the big stove. 

The center of community life in 
Enterprise revolves around the Eben¬ 
ezer Evangelical church, which was 
established in 1883. The friendly, 
white church has a membership of 
more than 100 and its resident-pastor 
is the Rev. C. G. Kramer. 

Remodeled in 1928 and again last 
year, the building is one of the finest 
country churches in central Illinois. 
It has been visited by a number of 
delegations from other rural churches 
who sought ideas for improving their 
own houses of worship. Like other 
buildings in Enterprise it is served by 
Wayne-White Counties Electric co¬ 
operative. The church has a spa¬ 
cious basement, which is used for war¬ 
time activities by the Enterprise Red 
Cross branch and also serves as a 
gathering place for community activ- 
ties. A coal-burning furnace provides 
heat for the building. 

To the left of the chancel in the 

J. Wesley Barth and “Customer” 

When Barbara and Candy Meet 

"I’ll take that big candy bar, please,” says 4-year-old Barbara foyca 
Hasselton, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Hasselton, as she hands her 
nickle to Wesley Reid, clerk in the J. W. Barth store. Wesley is a veteran 
of the present war who recently was given his honorable discharge from 
service. Joyce’s father, whose farm is served by Wayne-White Electric 
cooperative, worked with the linemen when the cooperative line was being 
built in the community. 

m 
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| Here ’n mere 
in 1L L I n O I S 

BY RUSSELL GINGLES 

FREEZING UNITS 
FOR FARM USE 

ARE DISCUSSED 
Quoting Charier F. Kettering, fam¬ 

ous research engineer of General 
Motors, who said that “post-war im¬ 
provements will come about through 
evolution rather than through revolu¬ 
tion,” Alfred C. Houser discussed fu¬ 
ture developments in farm refrigera¬ 
tion at the recently held forty-third 
annual farm and home week program 
at the University of Illinois. 

Mr. Houser said in part: 
“What will be the pattern of our 

lives when this world-wide w'ar has 
been brought to a successful conclu¬ 
sion? 

“This is a question which stimu¬ 
lates the imagination of everyone. 
Magazine writers, newspaper men and 
radio commentators are predicting a 
strange new w’orld of transparent 
streamlined automobiles, helicopter 
fliwers in every back yard, television 
in every living room, cooking W'ith 
radio waves, and a frozen food storage 
cabinet in every basement. These are 
but a few of the mechanical marvels 
which promise to lift us to a new 
high plane of living, if they all come 
true. 

Looks Into Future 
“To what an extent frozen cooked 

foods will displace canned foods is 
purely a matter of speculation, of 
course, but it is almost certain they 
will And a growing market. 

One of the moot questions that these 
letters answer disposes of size. Many 
people, whose knowledge of frozen 
food storage is theoretical or academic, 
speculate as to what size a farm 
freezer should be. Some believe that 
it should be large enough to store a 
ton or more of frozen food. It is ob¬ 
vious even to the layman, that such a 
piece of equipment would cost several 
thousand dollars and would be totally 
beyond the purchasing power of the 
rank and file of American farmers. 

“The community lockers, which now 
number 4,800 in the United States, 
will continue to spread and prosper 
when the war ends. Such plants may 
be considered as the wholesale stor¬ 
age facilities of the farm. The home 
locker, in the kitchen or basement, 
will be the retail outlet from which the 
housewife can draw as she needs her 
daily supplies of food. 

“The maximum utility of the farm 
freezer derives from its use as a food 
processing machine rather than a 
hoarding device. The more food froz¬ 
en and stored for a reasonable time, 
the greater the profit it will pay. 
Straw-berries kept from June until 

WANTED: DARK 
CLOUD HAVING 

SILVER LINING 
C. D. McCommons, manager of 

the Clay County REA coopera¬ 
tive at Flora, is hoping fervently 
that one of the dark clouds which 
comes his way may have that sil¬ 
ver lining the song writers and 
poets like to speak about. 

Abandoned several months ago 
and later then revived, the coop¬ 
erative still has hopes that it can 
sometime do the things which oth¬ 
er REA organizations in the state 
have accomplished. So far, how¬ 
ever, Mr, McCommons can only 
sit in his office building and hope 
along with the 407 prospective 
members of his unbuilt 145 pros¬ 
pective miles of line. He needs 
material and needs it badly so that 
the farmers in his community may 
be able to do their bit for the 
food-for-freedom program aided 
by electricity. When completed 
the line will serve farmsteads in 
sections of Clay, Wayne, Marion 
and Richland counties. 

The board is composed of L. F. 
Brissenden, president; Ralph 
Smith, secretary-treasurer, and 
Ralph Hastings, Frank Barnick, 
G. J. Colclasure, J. K. Coggan, 
Luther Miller. Ralph Jessup and 
Ellis Hall. 

LONG APPOINTED 
ACTING MANAGER 

AT STEELEVILLE 
Herbert Long, veteran foreman of 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative asso¬ 
ciation at Steeleville, has been named 
acting manager, it has been learned. 

Mr. Long, temporarily at least, 
succeeds F. E. Fair, who resigned re¬ 
cently to become manager of a large 
Iowa cooperative with offices in Dav¬ 
enport. Fay Hamlin has been em¬ 
ployed to take charge of the stock 
room and to assist with staking lines 
on the cooperative project. 

Electric Brooding Of 
Chicks Has Advantages 

1. Reliability and reduced worry 
from fire hazard and fires going out. 

2. Less labor. 
3. Better, faster, feathering chicks. 
4. Clean 
5. Automatic regulation under all ? 

weather conditions. 
6. Inexpensive to operate. 

Christmas may surprise and please 
your guests. 

Provides Economy 
“We will all agree that frozen food 

is an exciting subject. It has already 
pointed the way to an entirely new 
mode of life. Thousands and thou¬ 
sands of people have discovered the 
con ,-enience and economy of living 
out of a home freezer instead of buy¬ 
ing their food supplies a few- meals at 
a time. They have learned the sec¬ 
ret of how- to enjoy foods at the peak 
of their perfection and to have a 
wide choice always on hand, ready 
at a minute's notice. 

“One thrifty homemaker told us 
recently 'hat she freezes her laundry. 
This sounds fantastic, but when she 
explained, it was perfectly simple 
and reasonable. She is a housewife 
engaged in war work during the day¬ 
time. In the evening she does her 
housekeeping, which includes wash¬ 
ing and ironing. Sometimes, she 
stated, while doing her ironing she 
gets so tired that she is unable to 
finish. So she simply rolls up her 
damp clothes and puts them in her 
freezing unit w-here they remain 
sw-eet and fresh until she is able to 
resume her ironing. 

“Freezing bread, cakes and pastry 
is another use of frozen food cab¬ 
inets which, we have learned, is find¬ 
ing increased application. The house¬ 
wife can do several weeks’ baking at 
one time, freeze her bread, cakes and 
pastry. It will stay moist and fresh 
indefinitely. 

“Probably one of the most inter¬ 
esting and novel developments of 
home freezing is the preservation of 
cooked foods. The housewife has 
discovered that it requires only a 
little more time, labor and fuel to 
prepare enough food for several 
meals while she is at it. She serves 
one and freezes the others against 
a future need. All she needs to do 
the next time she wants to serve chick¬ 
en a la king, or chop suey, for in¬ 
stance, is heat it and serve. 

"The postwar market for the farm 
freezer is of interest to everyone, 
manufacturers and dealers alike. 
Numerous surveys are being conduct¬ 
ed to determine, if possible, what 
kind and how many such machines 
will be needed. One nationally cir¬ 
culated farm publication found that 
12 percent of farm families inter- 
view-ed, put refrigeration equipment 
first on the list of things they would 
buy when consumer good again be¬ 
come available without restriction. 
This would total a huge volume for, 
according to figures released by the 
Edison Electric Institute, there were 
2,486,230 electrified farms in the 
United States in 1942, and at the 
prewar rate of increase, 200,000 will 
be added annually w-hen power line 
restrictions are removed. 

With the present demand for point- 
free meat substitutes and the need for 
feathers in the war effort, geese can 
furnish a nice source of extra income 
with very little work If managed 
properly. 

Gentle Reader: 
Life for a reporter bus-and-train 

bound over this grand old state of 
Illinois is full of trials, surprises, 
bruised shins and plain and fancy 
frustration. 

You can take your choice—either 
hold your temper or let it go. There 
is no middle road. The guy who said 
a sardine is packed solidly into a 
can never rode a bus. Compared to 
a nicely crowded bus, a sardine has 
as much room as an echo in Soldiers 
field. You start out going fifty miles 
and make fifty stops covering the 
journey. If you’re lucky you get 
there the same day. 

* * + 

We had one 3-hour stopover going 
from Dongola to Fairfield and thought 
w-e’d make the most of the time by 
getting up a little copy for the paper. 
But as we unlimbered our typewriter 
for a bit of work, the natives began 
to gather ’round and gaze over our 
shoulder. If w-e’d thought of it sooner, 
we’d have give i each of the boys and 
girls a sheet of paper and turned them 
loose—then we could have gazed over 
ten or twenty shoulders ourselves and 
kibitzed with a vengeance. 

* * * 

Once w-e offered to stand and let a 
girl have our seat. But she took one 
look at our battered hat, uncreased 
trousers and woe-begone expression 
and declined. Said that we looked as 
if we had just come back from the 
invasion of Europe, and that she’d 
rather stand than have to revive us 
later. So far we’ve watched over 
three babies while their mothers 
bought ham sandwiches at crowded 
lunch counters, loaned two bucks to 
a couple of poker-broke soldiers, lost, 
and regained our grip twice and been 
jabbed in the side so often our float¬ 
ing rib feels like it is going down for 
the third and last time. 

★ ★ ★ 
We’re looking for the guy who 

said: “Take the bus if you're going 
somewhere—you can always sleep on 
a bus.” You can if you’re unconscious 
—and brother you will be after ten 
or fifteen miles. Trains are just dandy 
too. The only confusing thing about 
them is that you can’t tell whether 
you’re in a coach or up in the en- 
gieer’s cab. When the iron horse 
jerks to a stop everybody starts mov¬ 
ing forward and the gent who misses 
being shoved into the fire box of the 
engine wins a cigar. Takes a brave 
man to be a conductor these days— 
he never knows what the crowded 
passengers are going to do: give him 
their tickets or squeeze him into a 
wafer. 

★ * * 

Bus and train riding is nice and 
chummy though. If the passenger 
next to you buys a sandwich the 
chances are 10 to I that you canj 
avoid getting a bite of it tw'o seconds 
after he brings it into range. In the 
smoking car you may light a cigaret 
and find yourself puffing on some 
other gent’s pipe when the train 
rounds a curve. If you’re not care¬ 
ful in opening your paper you may- 
find some fellow's head poking 
through the headlines before you can 
find out about what’s going on in the 
world outside. It’s shove and let 
shove these days, with one lusty clout 
on the chin deserving a kick in the 
shins. Nobody cares where you're 
getting off—just so you leave. 

* ★ * 

This has been that kind of a month,-, 
gentle reader—and months like this 
promise to become more the rule than 
the exception in the future. And when 
it gets us, the army is going to get 
a darn good man—for the guy who 
can take this sort of thing will find 
basic training a lark. They may 
have to put a few- joints back In 

place; graft a bit of skin here and 
there and stick our nose back on— 
but aside from those little things, 
w-e’ll be as fit as a Sherman tank 
w-hen the bugle call sounds. 

★ * ★ 

NO TRUER WORDS 
A slogan well w-orth remembering is 

that which appears on the letterhead 
of McDonough Power cooperative. It 
tells its members that the cooperative 
is “Owned By Those We Serve,” 

* * * 

Strange things are happening these 
days in the household of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ted Hafer. Eggs are disappearing, 
the table cloth has come to life, cups 
and saucers are dancing up and down 
ten dollar bills are being torn up 
and mysteriously restored, playing 
cards are changirg their spots and 
rabbits are jumping out of hats. But 
then it’s only natural that such goings- 
on should take place, for the Hafers’ 
tw-o sons have turned magicians and 
are wrorking their sleight-of-hand 
wonders throughout their Blooming¬ 
ton area, where dad presides as man¬ 
ager of the Corn Belt Electric coop- 
•erative. 

* * *r 

When it comes to family names, ; 
the Tulleys and the Eddlemans in the ! 
area served by Southern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric cooperative at Dongola have the 
crowm palms down. For at last count, 
there were forty-three Tulleys and at 
least twenty-three Eddlemans in the 
project area. 

Managers who wonder what real 
competition is like should visit the 
Farmers Mutual Electric cooperative 
at Geneseo and ride over the line with 
Manager Walt Parson. Surrounded 
as his project is by lines from four 
utility companies, Walt can point 
with pride to his 1943 record which 
shows that the cooperative built more 
U-l-c extensions in the territory than 
all of the four utilities combined. 
Chief Blackhawk started his retreat 
in the Geneseo area; maybe another 
battle wall be won in the same vicinity. 

* * » 

George Endicott, Southern Illinois 
co-op manager, is not a guy to come 
back empty handed from a trip away 
from home. With tires so hard to get, 
George used his lunch hour at the 
recent state manager’s meeting at 
Springfield to line up three pre-war 

I casings. Not only that, but he paid 
for them and mailed in the all-im¬ 
portant certificates the following day. 
To make his conquest of the city 
complete, George also tracked down 
and bought a pair of pre-war shoes. 

★ * ★ 

With the presidential campaign 
swinging into action, Lester Boys may 
soon be the center of attention away 
from his home town of Shelbyville. 
For Les is almost a dead ringer for 
Wendell Willkie—and, wThen he ruf¬ 
fles un his hair, bang a determined 
fist on the table and goes into a Hoos- 
ier twang, many a fourth term en¬ 
thusiast breaks out in a new? deal rash. 

★ ★ * 

Punning on the name of Harvey 
Schermerhorn, the Wisconsin REA 
News editor, George Dillon, regional 
head of the REA applications and 
loans division, in commending the 
publication said that it was like “toot¬ 
ing Schemer’s horn.’’ 

★ ★ ★ 

Commenting on a run of unavoid¬ 
able accidents at the Mutual Con¬ 
venience Electnc cooperative at Di¬ 
version, Ben Snively, former state 
safety and job training director, said 
that he considerec1 ending the “epi¬ 
demic” by donning lineman’s spurs 
himself. If the same things which 
happened to his men happened to him, 
he could join them all in the hospital, 
Ben said, and thus bring the run to 
a sick bed conclusion. 

TOPS ALL PAST— 
[From Page One) 

Their small loss, despite outside 
temperatures which ranged far below 
zero, testifies to their success in fol¬ 
lowing this plan. They work on the 
theory that baby chicks will return to 
a warm place below7 the brooder can¬ 
opy when they get cold after scratch¬ 
ing for feed in the brooder house. 
With sufficient room provided for 
them without overcrowding, the chicks 
have not suffered and, ill effects, the 
Lovitts say. 

Fewer chicks under the electric 
brooder pays dividends in cutting 
down losses, this farm couple de¬ 
clares. The majority of the chicks 
raised by the Lovitts w7eigh tw7o 
pounds after the required 8-week per¬ 
iod. They specialize in New Hamp- 
shires because, they say, this type of 
chicken produces both eggs and 
weight in the shortest period of time. 

The Lovitts state that they owe a 
great deal to electricity. It not only 
started them in the poultry raising 
business, but it also provides them 
with lights and gives them power for 
their water system and separator, in 
addition to enabling them to enjoy an 
electric water heater and many other 
household devices. 

With the assistance of one hired 
man last year, the Lovitt farm pro¬ 
duced 100 acres of corn, 82 acres of 
beans and 40 acres of oats. Stock in¬ 
cludes cattle and hogs. Both Mr. and 
Mrs. Lovitt are active in community 
affairs, Mr. Lovitt having been a 
member of the county war board since 
it was first organized and a pioneer 
in his area in the Farm Bureau move¬ 
ment. 

RULE OUT STOCK— 
(From Page One) 

this form are limited to premises oc¬ 
cupied exclusively by military organ¬ 
izations. Even then, approval is re¬ 
quired under Order L-41. 

Agricultural consumers w ho s e 
premises are being built or remodeled 
under Order L-41 are no longer elig¬ 
ible for service under U-l-d, but must 
apply under order U-l-c. 

As in the case of U-l-c orders, 
construction of extensions permitted 
under U-l-f and U-l-h prior to the 
amendment may be completed if con¬ 
struction other than right-of-way 
clearing was started prior to April 6, 
the date of the amendment. 

With barley coming up fresh and 
green in Dongola and snow falling 
in Elizabeth, the casual traveler in 
Illinois is treated to the extremes of 
spring, as March rushes February off 
the calendar map. 

We are today planning all manner 
of dire things to gain revenge on the 
office personnel of Adams Electric 
cooperative of Camp Point—but noth¬ 
ing we can think of seems to ade¬ 
quately suit the crime. We even took 
Superintendent Dean Searls into our 
confidence and demanded that the 
force be rebuked in his most serious 
manner. But all we got for our com¬ 
plaint was a hearty chuckle. The 
crime which we charge the office cul¬ 
prits with (and we’re not sure that 
Dean wasn’t in on it) is most dast¬ 
ardly and consists of mixing pencil 
shavings with our can of pipe to¬ 
bacco. The only satisfaction that w7e 
gleamed from puffing the sickening 
aroma into the office air was in see¬ 
ing Dean turn a very pleasant (to us) 
green: reach for the window7 and 
look outside to see if a saw mill w'as 
burning somewhere in the vicinity. 

★ * * 

Note to George Endicott, manager 
. of Southern Illinois Electric coopera¬ 
tive at Dongola: A. C. Barnes, man¬ 
ager of M.J.M. Electric cooperative 
at Carlinville, says that George 
doesn’t have a comer on all the un¬ 
usual happenings in the state—at least 
not after a recent storm in the Car¬ 
linville area. Hail stones, Asa says, 
covered the ground like snow and 
some of the chunks of ice were as 
big as billiard balls. So help us— 
that’s what “Ace” said. 
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Carroll County Triple-A Head’s 
Farm Served by Jo-Carroll REA 

•  
FIRE IN HOME PUTS END 

TO KEROSENE ERA ON 
^ DAEHLER PLACE 

The kerosene lamp era on the Her¬ 
man Daehler farm, near Chadwick, 
ended about four years ago when fire 
of undetermined origin destroyed the 
residence, necessitating construction of 
a new house and paving the way for 
the advent of electricity through Jo- 
Carroll Electric Cooperative, Inc., at 
Elizabeth. 

Not that the Daehlers wouldn’t 
^save had electricity anyway—fire or 

no fire—but when the new home was 
built, it also was wired so that it 
was ready and waiting when the 
high line was built into the Chad¬ 
wick area. 

Electricity and power have meant 
much to this progressive farm family 
-—as Mrs. Daehler phrases her ap¬ 
preciation for REA cooperative ser¬ 
vice: “It is better not to have elec¬ 

tricity at all than to have had it and 
then have it taken away.’’ She, like 
thousands of -other farm wives, thor¬ 
oughly appreciates electricity and 
echoes their collective sentiments in 
saying that you never know what a 
blessing electric power is until you 
have had it. 

AAA LEADER AT 
DESK, FARM IS 

t SERVED BY REA 

Mr. Daehler is shown above at his 
desk in the Triple-A office in Mount 
Carroll, A successful farmer, residing 
near Chadwick, he has been AAA 
chairman for his county for two years. 

Is AAA Chairman 
Mr. Daehler is Triple-A chairman 

of Carroll county, having been elected 
to that office two years ago after 
being active in AAA work since the 
program was first started. While he 
attends to the multitudinous duties in 
connection with the AAA, work on 
the farm is left primarily to his three 
sturdy sons, Ellwood, Leon and Dono¬ 
van, and his capable wife. 

Ellwood, the mechanical genius of 
the farm, is responsible for many ideas 
which have aided considerably in 
keeping production at a high level in 

\these days of labor shortages. One 

of his labor saving ideas is a notched 
base for a portable electric half¬ 
horsepower motor which enables it to 
be used on the fanning mill, pump 
jack, emory wheel, meat grinder and 
corn slicer. 

Made of scrap iron, the square 
base, to which the motor is attached, 
can be shifted manually about the 
farm for use on the various devices. 
The two parallel pieces of iron which 
extend out about eight inches from 
either side of the motor have three 
notches in them. These notches can be 
fitted into the upright edge of a sta¬ 
tionary angle iron located near the 
device upon which the motor is to be 
used. 

The motor can be moved back into 
the second or third notch, depending 
upon how much play is desired in the 
pulley belt. This enables one motor 
to do the job of several and gets the 
maximum value out of electricity used. 

In addition to yard lights and other 
electrical devices, the Daehlers also 
have a 5-horsepower hammer mill. 
The family specializes in purebred 
shorthorn cattle and now have a herd 
of more than 60 head. Some breeding 
stock from the Daehler farm is sold 
locally. In addition to the cattle, the 
Daehlers also have about seventy 
hogs, principally Poland Chinas, 
twenty-three ewes and seventeen 
lambs. 

The Daehlers work 468 acres, 240 
of which they own. Field crops in¬ 
clude 100 acres of corn, 85 acres of 
oats and 20 acres of soybeans. They 
raise more than enough corn and grain 
to feed their stock and sell the surplus. 

Son in Army 
Doing their part on the fighting 

front as well as on the food produc¬ 
tion front, Mr. and Mrs. Daehler 
have contributed one son, Pfc. Ar- 
lowe Daehler, to the armed forces. 
He is located somewhere in the South 
Pacific area, and probably is in the 
thick of the fighting on Bougainville. 

A daughter, Eilien, was recently 
chosen a member of Alpha Lambda 
Delta, national scholastic honor so¬ 
ciety for freshmen at the University 
of Illinois. A newspaper clipping 
which tells of her prowess at the 
university states that she is one of 
only fifty-eight co-eds at the school 
to be chosen to the sorority, mem¬ 
bership in which requires an A aver¬ 
age. 

Mrs. Daehler too does her own in¬ 
dividual part in the scheme of things, 
making many of her own clothes and 
hats and winning prizes with her cul¬ 
inary achievements. Her home-made 
soap has never been topped in com¬ 
petition at the Carroll county farmers’ 
institute. With 50 cents worth of 
material she can, Mrs. Daehler says, 
make a hat which would sell for $5. 
In fact the hat which daughter sported 
in this year’s Barter parade w7as a 
product of mother’s handiwork. For 
several years she also made all of her 
boy's clothes, including their suits 
and jackets. 

In addition to being an expert seam¬ 
stress, Mrs. Daehler also cans numer- 

Farm Kitchen To Be Proud Of 

Mrs. Daehler is proud of her kitchen and she may well be, for it contains 
all the electrical devices which can be found in any modern city home. 
Built-in cupboards and an electric mixer may be seen in this photograph of a 
section of the spic and span kitchen in which meals are prepared for her 
family and where numerous jars of vegetables and preserves are prepared 
for off-season use. 

Agriculture Professor Outlines 
Changes in Federal Corn Ruling 

9  

ous jars of vegetables and preserves. 
The family, she said, has only bought 
one can of corn—and “most of that 
went to the chickens.” Which is testi¬ 
mony enough to Mrs. Daehler’s ex¬ 
cellent canning accomplishments. 

The Daehlers have all the house¬ 
hold appliances which they need at 
present, but Mrs. Daehler is looking 
forward to purchasing an electric sew¬ 
ing machine after the war. 

One of the striking things about the 
Daehler home is a rock garden which 
Mr. and Mrs. Daehler constructed 
themselves. It contains a wide variety 
of plants and flowers and adds to the 
general attractiveness of this modern, 
electrically served farmstead. 

CITY SCHOOLS TO 
GIVE COURSES IN 

FARM PROCEDURE 
In order that the city youth who 

enlists in the Victory Farm Volun¬ 
teers doesn’t have to begin his farm 
work in the awkward squad, high 
schools in forty-three cities of twen¬ 
ty counties in central and northern 
Illinois are offering special farm la¬ 
bor training courses. Some schools 
have already begun organizing these 
courses. 

The plan is sponsored by the state 
board for vocational education. An¬ 
nouncement of the plan is made by 
J. E. Hill, state director, food pro¬ 
duction war training program. 

These courses are to be followed 
by week-end trials on farms which 
will give farmers and boys an oppor¬ 
tunity to get acquainted and find out 
whether they can work together. 
Lack of this training and trials was 
accountable for most of the dissatis¬ 
faction which developed to some ex¬ 
tent in former years. The goal is to 
place 1000 boys on weekend trials in 
the next few weeks. 

Capable instruction on farming 
work will be provided for these 
courses, some of which will be giv¬ 
en by practical farmers themselves. 

Increase in farm income is expected 
to keep pace with increased costs so 
that high net profits are possible for 
farmers who use their resources wise¬ 
ly, according to farm management 
specialists at Michigan State college. 

★ ★ ★ 
Dogs which have been used in the 

war will be given a thorough physical 
examination and trained to become as 
friendly as ever before returning home 
at government expense. 

Basic Features Remain 
in Force? Lists Ten 

Minor Revisions 

Basic features of the Office of 
Price Administration’s order dealing 
with ceiling prices on corn remain 
unchanged despite amendments an¬ 
nounced February 21, Professor L. 
J. Norton of the department of agri¬ 
cultural economics of the University 
of Illinois college of agriculture said 
today. He listed ten minor revisions 
brought about by issuance of the 
amended order. 

Central market ceilings are con¬ 
tinued, and a “formula price’’ can 
be determined for any railroad ship¬ 
ping point by deducting the freight 
to some selected central market from 
the ceiling price at that market. Far¬ 
mers delivering corn to any buyer 
still cannot be paid more than 2% 
cents less than the “formula price’’ at 
point of delivery, and farmers sell¬ 
ing at the farm must not charge more 
than four cents per bushel less than 
the "formula price" at the nearest 
railroad shipping or barge loading 
point. 

“Some farmers have the idea they 
cannot sell corn at the farm for more 
than two cents less than the nearest 
elevator is paying, ’ Norton said. 
“This is not correct: the elevator may 
not be paying the full ceiling price. 
The farmers’ ceiling price is four 
cents less than the ’formula price’ at 
the nearest station.” 

Some changes in the amended or¬ 
der: 

Changes Given 
1. The minimum margin of a local 

elevator is raised from 2 cents to 
2x/2 cents per bushel. 

2. The price arrangements in the 
territory W'hich delivers corn to 
barge loading points on the rivers 
are clarified. Specific ceilings are 
set up for each barge point, for ex¬ 
ample, $1.1434 Per bushel at points 
on the Mississippi river between Rock 
Island and Quincy, and prices rang¬ 
ing from $1.14 to $1.15 per bushel 
at points on the Illinois river. In¬ 
terior elevators, on corn sold for 
shipment by river, may establish a 
ceiling at their elevator by deducting 
from the ceiling at the nearest river 
elevator 2% cents per bushel and an 
allowance for transportation to the 
river elevator on shelled corn as 
follows: 134 cents per bushel for 
the first five miles and 34 cent for 

each mile thereafter. Thus an in¬ 
terior elevator 20 miles from a river 
elevator having a ceiling of $1.1434 
could pay 4% cents less (234 mar¬ 
gin plus 2 J4 transportation) or 
$1.0934 for No. 2 yellow com. 

3. For any elevator located in the 
same city or switching limits as a 
barge loading point, the ceiling price 
is the ceiling at the barge loading 
point less 234 cents a bushel. 

Ceiling Prices 
4. Ceiling price for a producer 

who loads corn on freight cars or 
barges is 134 cents less than the “for¬ 
mula price" at that point. Ceiling 
price to a producer in Illinois who 
delivers corn outside area A. e.g., in¬ 
to Michigan or Wisconsin, is his "on 
farm" price plus cost of transporta¬ 
tion. 

5. Basis for figuring maximum trans¬ 
portation cost is changed. Transpor¬ 
tation cost is the actual cost incur¬ 
red except that when done by other 
than “for hire" haulers, it shall not 
exceed for distances of less than 100 
miles; for the first five miles or frac¬ 
tion thereof, 2 cents per 100 pounds 
on shelled corn or 6 cents per 100 
pounds on ear or snapped corn; for 
each succeeding five miles or frac¬ 
tion thereof, 1 cent per 100 pounds 
on shelled corn; 2 cents per 100 
pounds’ on ear or snapped corn. If 
the distance is greater than 100 miles, 
transportation cost shall not exceed 
the lowest carlot freight from and to 
nearest origin and destination points, 
plus 8 cents per 100 pounds. Thus a 
"merchant trucker” who hauls shelled 
corn 100 miles could not add more 
than 21 cents per 100 pounds or 11?4 
cents per bushel to his cost. 

6. For sales to “trucker merchants,** 
the ceiling price is the ‘‘formula priest'* 
at point of delivery to the trucker, ! 

7. Specific provisions are made fol* 
a ceiling price on mixed grain con« 
taining any corn. 1 

8. In buying ear or snap corn the 
ceiling price shall be the ceiling on 
shelled corn of same kind and grade, 
less “the reasonable value of all ser-t 
vices necessary for conversion.” 

9. Evansville, Ind., is eliminated as 
a basing point for ceilings, but Cairgi 
and Nashville, Tenn., are retained. 

10. Hamilton county is added to'thtf 
list of counties which can use a ceil¬ 
ing price of $1.2134 at Cairo in de* 
termining the local ceiling price. 

HERE IS ANSWER 
TO QUESTION ON 

BROODER USAGE 
   I 

Farmers who wonder about the 
value of electric pig brooders should 
discuss the matter with Emerson 
Marshall, who resides on a farm a-i 
bout five miles southwest of Camp 
Point, home of Adams Electric co¬ 
operative, which serves the Marshall 
place. 

Mr. Marshall, whose farm was con¬ 
nected early last August, had five 
brooders in operation during recent 
months. Nine of his sows produced 
seventy-five pigs and only one of the 
little pigs died—and that one was 
crushed. ) 

Electric pig brooders are Credited 
by Mr. Marshall with cutting down 
the losses among little pigs. More 
efficient in operation, they also re-* 
quire less attention than brooder* 
heated with fuel oil 4; 

  - ■ - - - 

Electric Alarms 
/ 

Burglars 
Prowlers will stay clear of you* 

farm once you have installed a burg* 
| lar alarm. It’ll please Dad no end 
[ if you really make a hum-dinger. 

One simple way of putting aft 
alarm on a door Is to mount ft pull 
chain socket in such a way that ft 
thread fastened to the pull chain and 
to the door will pull the socket on and 
then break as the door is complete*! 
ly opened. This will set off a bell 
OT turn on a light. 

How One Motor Does Job of Many 

How to make one motor do the job of several is illustrated above by 
Ellwood Daehler. The bottoms of the two side irons on the frame holding 
the motor contain three notches. By means of these notches the frame can 
be easily placed on an angle iron nailed securely at a suitable distance from 
the device upon which the motor is to be used. 

In the picture above, Ellwood is shown placing the first notch of the 
frame over an angle iron which has been nailed to a board containing an 
emory wheel. When the motor is allowed to tilt back the belt will tighten. 
If the pulley belt needs to be pulled more tightly, the second or third notch 
is used. The motor and frame can be carried easily about the farm and used 
on any device requiring power. It eliminates the necessity of having station¬ 
ary motors for various pieces of equipment, Ellwood says. The weight of 
the motor is sufficient, he says, to hold it in position so that It heed not be 
bolted down when in use. 
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Pot-luck Time At Community Night In 
Tice School; Co-op Presents Program 

Eating time is a busy time at community programs in the territory served 

by Menard Electric cooperative at Petersburg, as the above pictures taken 

at Tice school, one of the oldest settlements in the state, show. 

In the top picture at the left, women of the community are engaged in 

placing the bowls of food in readiness for the large crowd which a moment 

later appeared on either side of the table to heap their plates high with a 

variety of good things to eat. A view of a small portion of the men and 

women of the community who attended the program is shown above at the 

right as they busily emptied their plates in one of the two large rooms in 

the school building. 

Hey, what goes on here? The picture at the lower left shows Harold 

Cantrall and Frank Amberger looking over the shoulders of Shirley Frey 

and Georgia Rabbe. It is hard to tell whether the boys are gazing at their 
\ 
schoolmates’ plates in anticipation of what’s to come or whether they have 

designs on the food which the girls have just brought in from the heavily 

laden table in the adjoining room. 
E. L. Dobbs was chairman of the program at the school this month, 

while the refreshment committee was headed by Mrs. joe Hayden and Mrs. 
A. K. Rig gin. Sound motion pictures were presented by Fred Darr, elec* 
trification adviser of Menard Electric cooperative, and Russell Gingles, edi¬ 
tor of the Illinois REA News, entertained with acts of magic. The meeting 
opened with community singing. 

Programs Keep 
Personal Touch 

In Co-op Areas 
MENARD ENTERTAINS 
AT 81 MEETINGS; HELPS 

WAR DRIVES 

The community program given this 
month at Tice school by Menard Elec¬ 
tric cooperative of Petersburg is only 
one of many presented by the co¬ 
operative during the last three years 
to create pleasant farm and urban re¬ 
lationships and to bring information 
to its members in the eight counties 
which the organization serves. 

Planned by A. E. Becker, manager 
of the cooperative, in cooperation with 
Fred Darr, electrification adviser, the 
community programs last year at¬ 
tracted an estimated 6,400 persons. 
Entertaining as well as informative, 
the programs are offered throughout 
the year for the benefit of residents 
in Menard, Sangamon, Macon, Logan, 
Mason, Tazewell, Cass and Morgan 
counties. Last year a total of eighty- 
one of these features were presented 
in country school houses, town halls 
and in farm homes. 

The programs are arranged to suit 
(he community gatherings and arc 
held in the evening so they do not 
interfere with routine in the coopera¬ 
tive office. A highlight of the features 
included a brief talk on the coopera¬ 
tive system, instructional and helpful 
hints in the care and use of electrical 
equipment and information on mater¬ 
ial available and on ways and means 
for connecting unelectrified farms. 

Films Are Shown 
Interesting sound motion pictures 

are generally a part of each com¬ 
munity program, with movies pro¬ 
vided through the Illinois state film 
libary, in cooperation with Ellsberry 
O’Hair, who is in charge of films. 

The state film library keeps the co¬ 
operative supplied with movies made 
for Illinois use and also serves as a 
distribution point for pictures pro¬ 
duced for use by the office of war 
information. Equipment used in pre¬ 

sentation of the movies is provided 
through the courtesy of Guy A. Hu- 
sted, Cass county farm adviser. 

In addition to the state film library, 
additional movies have also been pro¬ 
vided by the army, navy and the man¬ 
ufacturers of various electrical and 
mechanical farm and household equip¬ 
ment. The Petersburg high school band 
and vocal music department, farm 
and home advisers and volunteer com¬ 
munity entertainers have also Jjoined 
with the cooperative in the programs 
which have merited praise wherever 
presented. 

Aid in War Drives 
Menard Electric cooperative has 

also taken a vital part in wartime ac¬ 
tivities, both in active participation 
on numerous committees and in pre¬ 
sentation of programs at patriotic 
meetings. 

Mr. Becker serves as Menard coun¬ 
ty war council director and Mr. Darr 
as publicity chairman. This council, 
composed of chairmen of wartime ac¬ 
tivity groups, has placed Menard 
county in one of the foremost posi¬ 
tions in handling numerous govern¬ 
ment drives. 

Mr. Becker and Mr. Darr have as¬ 
sisted with forty-one public meetings 
in connection with programs sponsor¬ 
ed by the war council in recent 
months. This fall the programs were 
augmented by the appearance of John 
“Jack" Price, Petersburg magician, 
who is associated with Turner Bro¬ 
thers shows, a carnival organization 
which winters in Petersburg. 

Mr. Price has also participated in 
the cooperative’s community programs 
and was one of the feature enter¬ 
tainers at many Fourth war loan 
meetings. 

Director Helps 
Activity in the community program 

service has won, not only passive, 
but active participation of directors 
as well as members and office person¬ 
nel of the cooperative. 

C. Nelson Warner, a member of 
the board from Mason county, has 
conducted a number of community 
programs himself and has presented 
sound motion pictures with films pro¬ 
vided through the cooperative office. 

An unusual part of the community 
programs includes the presentation of 
song sheets to host groups with the 
compliments of the cooperative. Songs 
are generally led by Mr. Darr, with 
Mrs. Darr providing the piano ac¬ 
companiment. 

The programs were launched when 
it was discovered that the coopera¬ 
tive was expanding so rapidly that it 
was losing personal contact with the 
general membership. By presenting 
programs at various community meet¬ 
ings, the cooperative remains a part 
of the various areas it serves in a 
tangible way and avoids the feeling 
that it has become only a power com¬ 
pany office, it was said. 

The cooperative personnel is avail¬ 
able for community programs at all 
times and has facilities for presenting 
entertaining and informative features 
when ever called upon. 

Veteran Letter 
Carrier Retires 

After 38 Years 

After thirty-eight years of faith¬ 
fully following the postal code in 
battling snow, rain, mud and sleet in 
order that the mail would go through, 
George Vollbracht, popular rural let¬ 
ter carrier out of Kellerville, has re¬ 
tired. 

Mr. Vollbracht, a member of the 
board of directors of Adams Electric 
cooperative at Camp Point, had 
more years of service to his credit 
than any other letter carrier in Adams 
county when he made his final trip 
last December 22, 

Starting work on Jan. 1, 1906, 
when the first rural route was estab¬ 
lished out of Kellerville, he served 
under four postmasters—Otto Noftz, 
Ella Sittler, Leland Dieterle and 
Alyne Kestner. He has had eleven 
substitute carriers during his long 
period of service. 

Only eight of the original boxhold- 
ers on the route when Mr. Vollbracht 
first began to cary the mail still re¬ 
main. They are Mart Mason, Mr.?. 

Frank Lane, Mrs. John Hultz, Mrs. 
John Kestner, John and Elmer Smith, 
E. C. Cutforth, Mrs. Louis Zoller 

GEORGE VOLLBRACHT 

and Mrs. Frank Mowen. 
Mr. Vollbracht, who is 65 years 

old, is a member of the National Rur¬ 
al Letter Carriers’ association and 
has been president and secretary of 
the Adams county branch of that or¬ 
ganization. The Vollbrachts former¬ 
ly resided on the Bove farm, located 
between Clayton and Kellerville, but 
have now moved to Kellerville, a 
small community which is served by 
Adams Electric cooperative. 

One of the original members of the 
Adams cooperative board of direct¬ 
ors, Mr. Vollbracht was one of the 
group which helped make the first 
survey in connection with bringing 
REA service to the Kellerville area. 
Mr. Volbracht’s progressiveness and 
farsightedness is typical of the men 
who pioneered rural electrification in 
this country. 

The Vollbracht’s have one son, 
Lyle G. Volbracht, seaman first class 
in the United States navy, who is 
now stationed in Brazil, and a daugh¬ 
ter, Mrs. Esther Baker, who resides 
on a farm near Kellerville. 
flsWbuO g-din 

Municipal Plant 
Victor in Long 

Utility Battle 
Culminating a 10-year controversy 

with the city of Geneseo, home of 
Farmers Mutual Electric cooperative, 
the Illinois Northern Utilities has an¬ 
nounced that it will discontinue serv¬ 
ing electric consumers in the city. 

Service by the utility company will 
be discontinued, the company said, 
"as soon as the city municipal utility 
plant can conveniently take over the 
I.N.U. customers and the war produc¬ 
tion board gives its approval to con¬ 
struction of a sub-station outside the 
city." 

The decision was reached by Illi¬ 
nois Northern as a result of a recent 
city election and the ruling against the 
company by Judge J. J. Schneineman 
in circuit court. Illinois Northern has 
operated in Geneseo for thirty-two 
years and for the last ten years the 
city of Geneseo has attempted to have 
it ousted by legal means. The case 
has been referred to the supreme 
court on three different occasions, the 
company having decided against a 
fourth appeal. 

Farmers Mutual Electric coopera¬ 
tive receives its power from the mu¬ 
nicipal plant. 

“NO PLOWING” OLD 
STUFF TO MANY OF 

MIDWEST FARMERS 

Disking down plant material in¬ 
stead of plowing is “old stuff" to 
many midwestern farmers and not a 
new practice, as a recent book about 
the “folly” of plowing may lead some 
readers to believe. 

For years erosion losses on slop¬ 
ing land have been reduced by us¬ 
ing a disk instead of a plow, al¬ 
though many experiments show that 
plowed outyields unplowed land. Of 
course sod will have to be plowed. 

Some of the readers may have ac¬ 
cepted as facts certain theories set 
forth in the book that are unproved 
or not tenable. For example, the 
author seems to point out that if his 
methods are followed, there will be 
no need for commercial fertilizers or 
lime, insect pests will not harm the 
crops and plant diseases will cease 
to be a problem. 

It’s too bad to have to come dov/n 
to earth and face the facts after read¬ 
ing some of the statements in this 
book. The system described for 
handling green manures is not a 
panacea for all the ills of crop pro¬ 
duction. Neither is the moldboard 
plow, which has been responsible for 
much erosion, ready to bow out of 
the picture. It is still a good imp^- 
ment if properly used. 

SHEEP PARASITES 
NEVER VOTE TO GO 

OUT ON “STRIKES” 
There are no strikes voted by the 

internal parasites which infest sheep, 
for these enemies never cease their 
attacks. The cost is seen in dead, 
stunted or unmarketable lambs and 
in empty meat retail counters. 

Sheep owners should wage a con¬ 
tinuous war against these internal 
parasites, particularly the stomach 
worm, the nodular worm and the 
small intestinal worm. These three 
parasites are a greater menace to the 
sheep industry than all other diseases 
combined. 

Periodic drenching of the flock with 
copper sulfate has been the standard 
treatment for years. This substance, 
however, is being replaced by the 
new and more effective drug, pheno- 
thiazine. The dose of phenothiazine, 
a gray powder, is one ounce a ewe, 
one-half ounce a lamb. For maximum 
benefit, all adult sheep should be 
treated with this drug in the spring 
just before the flock is turned to pas¬ 
ture. During the grazing season, there 
should be available to the sheep a 
salt (iodized) mixture containing one 
pound of phenothiazine for every 14 
pounds of^salt. Sheep to be retained 
for another breeding season should 
again be treated with one ounce of 

| phenothiazine in the fall at the time 
I the flock is brought in from pasture. 

A 
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REA Is Big Help Truck Farmer- - - SOUTHERN ILLINOIS CO-OP SEEKS 
NEW BUILDING IN POST-WAR PERIOD 

REA HELPED GROW THESE PLANTS 
The time is not so far away when Frank Hansmann, shown above 

among his thousands of tomato plants, may be able to pose like this again. 
The plants were started in electrically heated hot beds on the Hansmann 
truck farm and the tomatoes brought top prices for excellence and size on 
the Centralia market. 

The picture to the right shows the thermostat which controls the heat 
passing through cables underlying the hot beds. Cabbage plants are being 
grown in this particular bed, although electricity is used to heat beds in which 
tomatoes and pepper plants also are grown. 

HOT BEDS ARE 
HEATED BY REA 

ON TRUCK FARM 
Snpplying fresh vegetables for the 

Centralia market is a big job, but 
Frank Hansmann, who resides a short 
distance northwest of the city and 
who is an enthusiastic member of 
Clinton County Electric cooperative 
at Breese, has filled the bill for many 
years by maintaining top quality 
products and efficient service. 

What the future holds is anybody’s 
guess, Mr. Hansmann says, for in 
addition to losing his son to the navy, 
he, like many others, is faced with the 
usual abnormal wartime manpower 
problems. However, judging from the 
number of tomato, cabbage and pep¬ 
per plants ready to be set out in the 
gardening plots from his electrically 
heated hot beds, Centralia residents 
may again look forward this year to 
buying Hansmann-produced vege¬ 
tables for daily use and possible for 
Canning. 

Saves Time—Effort 
The electrically heated hot beds 

gave considerable time in starting 
seeds, Mr. Hansmann said. The two 
beds in operation on the farm are six 
feet wide and twelve feet long. They 
each require 120 feet of cable, which 
Is laid beneath the ground in a contin¬ 
uous strand from one end of the beds 
to the other. A distance of six inches 
(s allowed between each loop of the 
cable, which lies horizontally beneath 
the surface. Heat is thermostatically 
controlled and the temperature is kept 
at 70 degrees. 

By using electrically heated hot 
beds, seeds, which formerly required 
weeks to reach the plant stage in 
heavily manured ground warmed only 
by the sun, now germinate and appear 
above the dirt as early as three or 
four days after planting. Because of 
the rapid germination of the seeds 
through this modern method, Mr. 
Hansmann is able to delay work in 
his hot beds, where from 10,000 to 
12,000 plants are grown annually, as 
much as two weeks, giving him addi¬ 
tional time to prepare his land and 
equipment for the start of the spring 
Season. The cost of operation of his 
electrically heated hot beds is made 
up in the time and effort saved as 
well as in the quality of the plants 
produced, Mr. Hansmann declared. 

Sprinkler System 
This progressive farmer uses an 

overhead sprinkler system to irrigate 
his large acreage. This system, with 
water drawn by electric motors from 
large artificial ponds, includes 3000 
feet of 2-inch pipe which carries the 
water from the lakes to an additional 
3000 ft. of overhead sprinkler piping 
used in throwing a fine rain-like spray 
over the growing plants. Five horse¬ 
power electric motors used in this op¬ 
eration are supplemented at present 
with gasoline engines, the latter being 
used because Mr. Hansmann has not 
been able to get approval on addition¬ 
al wiring equipment to reach ponds 
farthest from the location of his gar¬ 
den plots. 

The artificial ponds or lakes cover 
two acres of land and are from four¬ 
teen to sixteen feet deep in some 
places. They are supplied with rain, 
and surface water. 

Mr. Hansmann was born on the 
farm he operates, the original house 
now being used as a storage building. 
The present residence is one of the 
most modern in the area and is 
equipped with a water system, hot 
water heater, lights and all of the us¬ 
ual household appliances. 

He has spent twenty years on the 
home place, building it up to where 
his truck garden business is recog¬ 
nized as one of the best in his area. 
A veteran of the first World war, Mr. 
Hansmann once tried his hand at be¬ 
ing a welder, but found that high 
wages did not compensate for the 
pleasure he got out of working out¬ 
side in the sunlight and fresh air. 
Each winter for two or three years, 
he followed his welding trade, but 
each spring he quit his job to return 
to the soil, finally deciding to remain 
on his truck farm entirely in prefer¬ 
ence to his highly paid welding job. 

His experience in following a trade, 
however, has paid dividends, because 
he now is able to make most of his 
repairs at home with his own portable 
welding equipment. 

A believer is making hay while the 
sun shines, Mr. Hansmann works long 
and hard during the growing season. 
He tries to finish up his work by the 
middle of November and then turns 
to hunting for relaxation. Oil was 
discovered on his land several years 
ago, but the additional income de¬ 
rived from this good fortune has not 
deterred him from his love of the 
land and his pride in producing pre¬ 
mium fresh vegetables. 

The Hansmann farm was one of the 
first to be connected with REA ser¬ 
vice and both Mr. and Mrs. Hans- 

Tentative Plans Made; 
Will Be Constructed 

Near Sub-Station 

mann are strong boosters for the ad¬ 
vantages which can come through, 
rural electrification. 

Plans calling for proposed construc¬ 
tion of a compact administrative, oper¬ 
ational and demonstrational project 
adjacent to the Southern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric cooperative sub-station, located 
about a half-mile north of Dongola, 
having been announced by George 
Endicott, manager of the cooperative, 
following approval given at the coop¬ 
erative's annual meeting. 

The ambitious project, which is 
considered a post-war job, will include 
construction of a combined office 
building, warehouse and garage; all- 
electrically equipped manager’s resi¬ 
dence; outdoor demonstration area and 
parking lot, and a proposed locker 
plant. The project will be located 
on Highway 51 and will be easily ac¬ 
cessible for motorists and close enough 
to Dongola so that it can be reached 
by walking without too much diffi¬ 
culty. 

L-Shaped Building 
Plans call for construction of an re¬ 

shaped office building, with a front¬ 
age of eighty feet. It will also extend 
eighty feet from east to west, while 
the north ‘‘wing’’ of the L will measure 
40x40 feet. 

Because the land slopes toward the 
west, from the highway, it will be 
possible to construct the building on 
two ground levels, allowing trucks to 
move into the basement down a pri¬ 
vate east-west road without too much 
excavating. 

The upstairs of the building will 
contain a lobby, main office, mana¬ 
ger’s room, bookkeeper’s office, a room 
for billing and other purposes, vault, 
lavatories and elevator. The down- 

TOMMY HOLDS PRE-EASTER MEETING 

Of course he trusted the Easter rabbit—but then a fellow couldn’t be 

too sure this year about the Easter egg situation with OPA And rationing 

rules changing almost every day. And so Tommy, who is the son of Mr. and 

Mrs. Dean Searls, chose to hold a conference with the Easter bunny and her 

youngest assistant in the privacy of the bird bath. Latest reports indicate that 

the conference was worthwhile and that the Easter bunny performed as was 

expected. Tommy thinks so much of the personal contact idea that he is 

scheming to talk things over with Santa Claus next December. Dad Searls 

is superintendent of Adams Electric cooperative at Camp Point. 

SOYBEAN YIELD 
BOOSTS AIDED 

BY ADAPTION 

“If every acre of soybeans in the 

state could be made to yield one ex¬ 

tra bushel of beans in 1944, the total 

yield for Illinois would be increased 
by approximately four million bush¬ 
els,” R. F. Fuelleman, assistant pro¬ 
fessor of crop production, University 

of Illinois college of agriculture, 

“If each bushels contains 12 pounds 
of oil, the increased oil production 
alone is potentially 48 million 
pounds. This, in turn, has large po¬ 
tentialities in the manufacture of feed, 
food and munitions. Hence, the im¬ 
portance of using the variety best 
adapted to the section in which it is 
grown and of growing the crop on 
soil capable of yielding the largest 
quantity of beans per unit of area.” 

stairs portion of the structure will 
house a 4-stall garage, lineman’s room, 
meter-test room, warehouse clerk's of¬ 
fice, vault, space for re-sale material, 
operational material, shower;, lava¬ 
tories and heating plant. 

Mr. Endicott said that the natural 
slope of the land will enable the co¬ 
operative to provide a natural ampi- 
theater in the demonstrational area. 
The proposed locked plant which, it 
is hoped may become the central head¬ 
quarters for several units in the vicin¬ 
ity is to be built west of the demon¬ 
strational park. The cooperative also 
has its pole yard on the same tract 
of land. 

The project, it was said, was first 
proposed three years ago. Tentative 
sketches have been prepared and it is 
hoped that it will be undertaken as 
part of the federal government’s post¬ 
war construction program. 

Funds Allotted 
For Procuring 

Farm Workers 

A vigorous farm labor recruitment 
and replacement program for 1944 
will begin immediately throughout 
Illinois. H. P. Rusk, director of the 
extension service in agriculture and 
home economics. University of Illi¬ 
nois college of agriculture, announced 
today. The Farm Labor Supply Ap¬ 
propriation Act of 1944 provides 
funds to continue the work started 
April 29, 1943, by passage of Public 
Law 45. 

The newr legislation authorizes ap¬ 
portionment of funds among the 
states according to their needs with 
respect to the emergency farm labor 
program. Responsibility for recruit¬ 
ment and placement within each state 
is assigned to the agricultural exten¬ 
sion services of the land-grant col¬ 
leges with the county farm and home 
advisers assisting at the county level. 
Various state extension services spent 
less than 5 million dollars of the 13 
millioi dollars allocated in 1943 for 
an eight-month period. 

Name Staff 
The staff directing the farm labor 

porgram at the state level in Illinois 
is: P. E. Johnston, state supervisor; 
W. D. Murphy, assistant state sup¬ 
ervisor; Mrs. Madge L. Little, assis¬ 
tant sfate supervisor. Woman's Land 
Army, and F. F. Gingrich, assistant 
state supervisor, Victory Farm Vol¬ 
unteers. H. W. Gilbert will serve as 
district supervisor in central Illinois, 
E. H. Regnier in western Illinois and 
T. L. Davis in southern Illinois. 

Farm labor funds may be ex¬ 
pended for: (1) recruiting, placement 
and training of workers; (2) trans¬ 
portation and housing of workers to 
meet emergencies; (3) operation of 
labor supply centers; (4) employ¬ 
ment of field and office personnel; 
(5) supplying information to selec¬ 
tive service boards regarding agri¬ 
cultural registrants. 

The most serious farm labor prob¬ 
lem this year is the shortage of ex¬ 
perienced year-round farm hands, it 
was reported. Latest figures from 
farm advisers show unfilled orders 
for 796 married men and 525 single 
men, with only 291 married men and 
78 single men available. In conec- 
tion with the recruitment campaign 
now getting under way, Dean Rusk 
urged all men with agricultural back¬ 
grounds and experience who now are 
in nonessential industries to apply to 
farm advisers for farm work. 

BEEKEEPING IS A 
VALUABLE SERVICE 

TO FRUITS, CROPS 

Although beekeeping as a full¬ 
time occupation in Illinois is restrict¬ 
ed by the supply of necta. and pol¬ 
len plants and by the problems in¬ 
volved in marketing honey, the ser¬ 
vice performed by bees in pollinating 
many fruits and truck and field crops 
is of great value to the people of 
Illinois. 
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Ron Women and *7!4e Jiome 
Soybean-The World’s Wonder 
Food Comes Into Our Kitchens 

By ETHEL MORRISON MARSDEN 

I remember the interest that was 
displayed two or three years ago at 
one of my cooking schools when I 
used soy-flour in my demonstrations. 
It was the first time I had used it 
myself though I had been interested 
in soybeans for a number of years. 

I was amazed at the versatility of 
soybeans for when I began to exper¬ 
iment I found this fascinating farm 
product lending itself to everything 
from beverages to bread, main dish¬ 
es, and desserts. The farm crop 
which had been regarded a few 
years before as merely food for live¬ 
stock had taken on endless possibili¬ 
ties as food for the family! 

A little research disclosed the fact 

Soya-Meat Loaf 

334 lb* ground meat 
c. vegetable stock, tomato juice 
or milk 
2 oz. salt pork, diced 
2 tbsp. chopped onion 

c. chopped celery 
% c. soya grits 

2 tbsp. chopped parsley 
2 tsp. salt 

24 c. bread crumbs 
tsp. pepper 

Select one kind of meat or a mix¬ 
ture of two or more kinds. Blend 
the vegetable stock, tomato juice, or 
milk with the meat. Fry the salt 
pork until crisp, remove from the fat 
Cook the onion and celery in the fat 

stir just enough to moisten and give 
the mixture a rough appearance. Fill 
greased muffin pans and bake in a 
hot oven (400°F.) for 20-25 minutes. 

For peanut butter muffins, omit 
fat, increase milk to 1}4 cup and 
blend 1/3 cup of peanut butter in 
the milk. 

RHUBARB IS 
MORE TREAT 

THAN TONIC 

Crispy, delicious soya muffins add to any meal. 

that although the success of soy-, 
beans in America had been a long 
time in coming, actually it was a 
food known to be over four thous¬ 
and years old. Described in writings 
of a Chinese emperor, soybeans rep¬ 
resented the staple in the Oriental 
diet for centuries. 

The first soybeans were brought 
into the United States nearly 150 
years ago, yet it took nearly a hun¬ 
dred years for this plant to be recog¬ 
nized as having potentialities that 
could be developed into huge pro¬ 
portions. Today, soybeans are recog¬ 
nized as the food of the future. 

A mainstay of the present war, 
this rich protein food has become 
Americas fourth cash crop. There 
is probably a good reason for this— 
one acre of land planted into soy¬ 
beans is said to produce as many 
food-calories as 10 or more acres de¬ 
voted to raising poultry feed which 
is converted into eggs. 

Today we are faced with the neces¬ 
sity of using foods other than we 
have become accustomed because 
many of our foods have gone to war. 
Soybeans provide not only protein 
for the daily diet, but prove rich in 
vitamins and minerals. Soy flour. is 
so extremely rich in protein that two 
pounds equal as much protein as five 
pounds of lean meat, four pounds of 
American cheese, six dozen eggs, or 
15 quarts of whole milk. Imagine 
that if you please! 

Soybeans can be used in endless 
ways—meat loaf, meat pie, ginger 
bread, muffins, cookies, cakes, pies, 
chili, macaroni, and other nourish¬ 
ing dishes. 

For the health of our families let's 
get acquainted with this All-Ameri¬ 
can Wonder Food. We’ll have lots 
of fun, using our ingenuity, develop¬ 
ing new ways to use soybeans in 
our daily meals. 

for a few minutes. Add all the in¬ 
gredients to the meat and mix well. 
Mold the loaf on a piece of tough 
paper with the hands. Place the pap¬ 
er and loaf on a rack in an uncov¬ 
ered pan and bake in a moderate 
oven (350°F.) until well done and 
brown—about 1 to 124 hours. (Loaf 
may also be baked in buttered pan). 

Soya Indian Pudding 
J4 c. com meal 

1 qt. milk 
1 tsp. salt 
2 tbsp. soya grits 

% e. molasses 
1 tsp. ginger 

Cook the corn meal, milk and salt 
over hot water for 20 minutes. Stir 
in the soya, molasses and ginger. 
Pour into a greased baking dish and 
bake in a moderate oven (300oF.) 
for about two hours. 

Honey Soybean Ice Box Cookies 

1 c. honey 
1 «. brown sugar 
1 c. shortening 

14 tsp. baking soda 
1 tsp. salt 
3 c. bread flour 
2 e. soybean flour 
2 tsp. baking powder 
1 e. chopped nuts 

Mix, roll into cylinders, chill for 
one or two days to allow for ripen 
ing of dough. Cut into thin slices 
and bake in an oven at 400 °F. for 
9 to 10v minutes on wTell greased 
pans. 

Soya Muffins 

124 c. sifted flour 
24 c. soya flour 

.^2 tbsp. sugar 
Vs tsp. salt 
3 tsp. baking powder 
1 egg, well beaten 
1 c. milk 
2 tbsp. fat, melted 

Sift dry ingredients together. Com 
bine egg, milk and fat. Pour in 
the dry ingredients all at once and 

Spring is here for sure when rhu¬ 
barb appears in one corner of your 
garden—succulent, tart, a delicious, 
pinkish shade. Old-time American 
housewives, believing that rhubarb 
stalks had special health properties, 
religiously gave it to their families 
as a spring tonic. Modern food 
scientists have proven that rhubarb 
is actually more treat than tonic— 
that* its chief value lies in its refresh¬ 
ing flavor, its attractive color. 

You’ll find the first cutting of this 
plant is the most flavorful, juicy, and 
tender. Never peel the young stems, 
since color is one of the appetizing 
qualities of rhubarb. In cooking 
young, fresh rhubarb no water need 
be added; the stalks are juicy enough. 

A good formula for sauce is 2 parts 
of rhubarb, cut in 2 inch pieces, 
mixed with 1 part of sugar, and 
cooked gently over low heat undl 
the liquid forms a syrup. Some cooks 
prefer to make a thick sugar and 
water syrup first, and then drop in 
the rhubarb and cook just a few min¬ 
utes until tender. Lemon slices, grat¬ 
ed orange rind, and nutmeg are ex¬ 
tra seasonings sometimes added. 

Rhubarb leaves are not edible—in 
fact, they contain oxalic acid which 
is poisonous. A good use for the 
leaves is brightening aluminum pans. 
Boil leaves in a dark pan or kettle 
and watch the interior brighten. 
Wash pan thoroughly afterward. 

Rhubard Betty 
1 quart fine dry bread crumbs 
4 tablespoons fat 

24 teaspoon salt 
Nutmeg 

Mix fat and salt with crumbs. 
Place rhubarb and crumbs in alter¬ 
nate layers in greased Baking dish. 
Sift cinnamon or nutmeg on top. 
Bake in moderate oven. If you use 
sauce, bake 20 minutes. Bake raw 
rhubarb 25 minutes in covered baking 
dish. Serve pudding hot with thin 
cream or custard sauce. 

LeVs Use More Eggs JSow 

Eggnog ice cream is nourishing as well as delicious. 

Try BAKED EGGS for a main 
dish. Put a layer of hot, cooked rice 
in a buttered baking dish. Form nests 
in the layer. Drop raw eggs care¬ 
fully in the holls and pour a medium 
thick sauce over them. Sprinkle the 
top with grated cheese and bread 
crumbs. Bake until the eggs set. 

Remove cellophane from a lamp 
shade as soon as it’s put to use. Oth¬ 
erwise the heat from the bulb and 
varying weather conditions cause the 
cellophane to shrink, bending the 
frame and wrinkling the silk. 

Orange shellac having an OPA 
ceiling price of 45.1 cents per pounds 
or higher is now available for home 
use in finishing floors and furniture. 

Keep matches, eggs, salt, fruit 
juice, and rubber away from silver. 
They tarnish it. 

While hens make history on the 
production line—laying more eggs 
than this country has ever had, pa¬ 
triotic housewives are devising ways 
of using extra eggs in their cooking, 
saving less bountiful foods for fu¬ 
ture days. 

REA women with electric refrig¬ 
erators will enjoy surprising their 
families with cool, refreshing Egg- 
nog Icecream. It is so very nourish¬ 
ing, and. how tasty it is on these first 
gay days of Spring. With the left¬ 
over egg whites, an angel food cake 
would add a fine ' Sunday dinner 
touchl 

Eggnog Icecream 
2 cups rich milk 

24 cup sugar 
24 teaspoon salt 
6 egg yolks 
2 cups whipping cream 
1 teaspoon nutmeg 

114 teaspoons flavoring 

Combine first 4 ingredients, cook 
until consistency of soft custard. 
Cool. Whip cream almost stiff, fold 
into custard, add nutmeg and flavor¬ 
ing. Pour into refrigerator tray. 
Freeze until almost firm. Pour into 
chilled bowl. Beat with rotary or i 
electric beater until well blended. Re¬ 
turn to tray and freeze until firm. 

Egg Preservation 
This Spring’s heavy egg produc¬ 

tion will reach its peak in April. And 
along with plans to use more eggs 
in cooking will come plans for egg 
preservation. There are four simple 
methods to preserve the bountiful 
egg supply—freezing, mineral oil, 
waterglass, and “dry ice.’’ 

Freezing 
Eggs preserved in a freezer locker 

keep their freshness longer. So if 
you are lucky enough to own a 
freezer or rent a compartment prepare 
to freeze a supply of eggs. Remove 
eggs from shell and put into vapor 
proof containers. Whites and yolks 
may be frozen separately if desired. 
If yolks are frozen separately add 1 
tablespoon of corn sirup, honey or 
sugar sirup to 2 cups of beaten eggs 

i yolks before freezing. 

Mineral Oil 
Dipping eggs in mineral oil is a 

simple, inexpensive way to preserve 
them for several months. Use a very 
light grade of mineral oil and warm 
it slightly. Eggs keep best if they 
are oiled the day they are laid, but 
they should be at least 4 hours old, 
Place several eggs in a wire basket, 
dip basket into oil, drain, the pack 
oiled eggs in clean containers. 

Waterglass 
A quart of waterglass is enough 

to preserve 15 dozen eggs. Thorough¬ 
ly dean and scald a 5 gallon crock 
and pour 9 quarts of water into it 
which has been boiled and cooled. 
Stir in a quart of waterglass. Place 
eggs into solution, making sure an 
inch of liquid covers the eggs at all 
times. Keep in cool place. 

Dry Ice 
A more unusual method to preserve 

eggs is to seal them in glass fruit 
jars filled with carbon dioxide gas^ 
"Dry ice’’ gives off carbon dioxide 
as it melts, but it must be used with 
care because it can cause burns and 
explosions. Handle dry ice with 
tongs or paper. For preserving eggs 
with this material use a two quart 
size jar. Into each jar drop two 
pieces of dry ice about the size ol 
a walnut. Put as many eggs into 
jar as it will hold. When ice stops 
fuming and jar is filled with whit* 
vapor screw on top tightly and set 
in a cool place. If gas does not leak 
the eggs will keep several months. 
Once the jar is opened use the eggs 
within a few days. 

SHORT CIRCUITS 
Around the Home 

By EDNA RITTER 

I’ve so often wondered 
As the sun is going down. 

Just how people get along 
Who’ve always lived in town. 

No cows to milk, no calves to feed* 
No cream to separate. 

What do they use for an excuse 
If they arrive quite late. 

Just doing chores is quite a job 
When summer nights are hot 

But let's be Oh so thankful 
Dodging bombs is not our lot. 

To slice cheese very thin, heat the 
knife before beginning the job. 

Never chop celery—it makes it 
stringy. Always use a sharp knife. 

Before beginning to mix cake place; 
all ingredients on left side of mixing 
bowl. As you use each one move 
it to the right of bowl. If you are 
interrupted by phone calls or visit¬ 
ors you won’t have difficulty remem¬ 
bering what you have already put n 
the cake. 

Flannel garments that have been 
poorly washed and have become hard- 
and shrunken can be restored to their 
former softness by soaking them in 
a good grade of gasoline for a few 
hours. Then wash in soft water and 
thick suds, rinse through several 
warm rinse waters. 

Sprinkle a little flour in the grease 
in which you are to fry eggs, era* 
quettes, and similar foods. The flou* 
won't spatter. 

When painting around home, rub 
out paint brush on mop handle. Thi* 
keeps it smooth and splinter-free. 

For Christmas my small daughter 
made me a letter holder from paper 
plates. This I tacked up near the 
outside door. In it are placed all 
outgoing mail. Any member ef th# 
family who finds letter or cards here 
place them in the mailbox. 
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Spare Time Is 
Used To Build 

Power Devices 
Water System, Malted 

Milk Mixer, Churn 
All Home-made 

They call Charles Bell, member of 
McDonough Power cooperative of 
Mccomb, a professor of “tinkerolo- 
gy,” and the numerous electric home¬ 
made gadgets with which his farm 
abounds make the mythical degree of 
ingenuity fit the man perfectly. 

From the moment the bewildered 
^spectator opens the gate, which slips 

back in place by means of a “sprin¬ 
gy” hay rake tooth, attached from 
the bottom of the gate to the main 
section of the fence, until he relaxes 
with a malted milk, whipped with 
odds and ends from an electric fan 
and screw driver, the Bell farm pre¬ 
sents one surprise after another. 

Starting with his more elementary 
gadgets and working up to more com- 

^plicated devices, Mr. Bell presents 
first his novel 4-quart electrically op¬ 
erated churn. The self-contained de¬ 
vice, which fits snugly on the top of 
the square glass jar, is composed of 
the following parts: A discarded 
back band ring from a set of harness 
as a handle; a section from an old oil 
filter to fit over the top of the 20th 
horsepower motor, which forms the 
central portion of the device; one cup 

♦ from a v-pulley to sit over the churn 
top; an inverted headlight reflector 
which fits under the churn cover to 
keep the cream from splashing out j 
of the jar; a rod which is emersed in 
the cream, and a dasher made from 
an old piece of some suitable metal. 

There is a toggle switch on the 
motor. Aside from the cost of the 
small motor, which was given to Mr. 
Bell as a birthday present, the only 

♦ expense in connection with this labor- 
saving device w7as an outlay of 10 
cents for the switch. 

Have a Malted? 
Another handy little gadget to 

have around the kitchen is a malt?d 
mixer of the Charles Bell variety. Mr. 
Bell uses th? motor from an electric 
fan for power. The rod which goes 
into the milk, chocolate, ice cream 
and powder was formerly part of a 

♦ screw driver, and the dasher at the 
end of the rod is made from an old 
washer. 

It's simple with this device to stir 
up a malted any time you need it— 
just put the mixings in a tall glass; 
get a firm hold of the mixer, plug in 
the motor and your malted milk ap¬ 
petite will be satisfied in no time. 

The basement of the Bell home 
^ contains numerous home-made elec- 
w trical devices, but the most unusual 

and useful is a pressure hard and 
soft water system, with power pro¬ 
vided by two quarter-horsepower mo¬ 
tors which are attached to two dis¬ 
carded Delco pumps. 

One of the discarded Delco water 
pumps was purchased for junk and 
Mr. Bell traded an electric fan for 
the other. The two Delco systems, 
together with pressure tanks, were 

•) taken in trade by dealers wdio had 
installed electric power systems m 
former Delco served residences. Tlie 
quarter-horse motors were attached 
to the Delco pumps in order that 110- 
yolt power could be used. Power 
generated by the Delco plants, which 
formerly operated the pumps, carried 
only thirty-two volts, Mr. Bell de¬ 
clared. 

Hard water is forced into the sys- 
tern from a well, while soft water 
comes from the cistern. The soft 
water is pumped into a tank in the 
kitchen and is heated by the coal 
range. Three faucets are used—one 
for the cold drinking water, one for 
the cold soft water and another for 
the warm soft water. 

Grates Own Soap 
There is no need to buy soap flakes , 

in the Bell household—at least not as j 
r long as Mr. Bell's home-made soap j 

flake machine continues in operation, j 
How did he make it? Well, as near l 

as the average spectator can deter¬ 
mine: Mr. Bell salvaged an old 32- 
volt motor from the junk pile, cov¬ 
ered the armature with a small sec¬ 
tion of perforated sheet iron and 
fixed a small hopper to the opening. 
This became the machine in which 
his wife’s home-made cakes of soap 
are placed for grinding, flaking or 
whatever this particular part of the 
process may be called. The granu¬ 
lated soap emerges from a funnel In 
front of the grater. 

Power to turn the pulley on this 
strange apparatus is supplied by an¬ 
other quarter-horse motor. If you 
are wondering by this time how many 
motors are in use on the Bell farm, 
there are twelve at the last count— 
but that number may increase in the 
event that this ingenious farmer gets 
an idea for more power driven de¬ 
vices. 

Model Workshop 
Mr. Bell's workshop is as well 

equipped as many commercially 
owned establishments. Two novel 
improvements, however, consist of 
the use of old automobile transmis¬ 
sions on his drill press and combina¬ 
tion grindstone and meat grinder. 

Through the use of transmissions 
and gear shifts, Mr. Bell can change 
the speed of these two pieces of 
equipment to suit the job at hand. 
Stored in the large shop for fre¬ 
quent use is a feed grinder built on 
the chassis of an old automobile. 
The hopper has been enlarged by the 
addition of a discarded barrel. One 
of the few pieces of equipment 
around the farm which is not elec¬ 
trically operated, the grinder is pow¬ 
ered by an ancient gasoline engine. 

It Works Too 
A mouse trap, an alarm dock and 

an extension on a light switch lever 
were all that Mr. Bell needed for 
construction of a time clock for his 
chicken house. 

The alarm clock was set for about 
4 in the morning and when the key 
in the back of the clock started to 
turn it released the spring on the 
mouse trap which in turn switched 
on the lights. Going farther than in 
most ideas of this type, Mr. Bell used 
3 lever to set off the mouse trap and 
fixed it so that it also shut off the 
alarm as the key made a half turn. 

This McDonough county farmer 
also uses electricity for lights; to 
pump water for his stock, and has 
practically all fields on his 186-acre 
farm enclosed with an electric fence. 
The Bells specialize in livestock and 
grains on their farm. 

Mr. Bell has always enjoyed 
building and re-building equipment 
and iw the Modle^ T Ford days he 
also did custom repair work on au¬ 
tomobiles for farmers in the neigh¬ 
borhood. He constructed several of 
his own buildings; installed his own 
plumbing systems and fixtures; wired 
his basement, outbuildings and his 
son's home and buildings and still ftas 
found time to dream of hundreds of 
labor-saving devices. While others 
spend their time in town on rainy 

Corn Belt Area 
Boy Hoping For 

Contest Honors 
James Merna, sophomore student at 

Trinity high school in Bloomington 
and who resides on a farm in Tow- 
anda township, an area served by 
Corn Belt Electric cooperative, is one 
of a number of 4-H boys in Illinois 
who have trained their sights on the 
goal of being cieclared a state winner 
in this year’s rural electrification 
project. 

James has carried a rural electrifi¬ 
cation project in the Towarida Top¬ 
pers club for two years, and in 1943 
was chosen an honor 4-H member 
from McLean county. This year he 
hopes to climb still higher in his 
projects, working toward an award 
of $200 university scholarship. This 
high prize goes to six state winners, 
one being selected from each of the 
four extension sections and two at 
large. 

County winners in farm electricity 
contests receive gold-plated sterling 
medals of honor, while state winners 
are given free educational trips to the 
national 4-H club congress in Chi¬ 
cago. The contest is open to both i 
boys and girls. 

While electricity may be used as I 
a minor factor in connection with oth- ! 
er projects in many states, Illinois reg-1 
ulations require that it must be car- j 
ried as one of the major projects in j 
order to make the contestant eligible 
for the various awards. 

Builds Dehydrator 
James, in his farm electricity proj¬ 

ect. constructed a food dehydrator at 
a total cost of $21.50. Materials used 
required the following expenditure of 
cash: Asbestos sheet rock, $2.75; 
paint, $1; bolts, 50 cents: porcelain re¬ 
ceptacles, $1; outlet boxes, 50 cents; 
lumber, $7.50; wire, $1; light bulbs, 
$1.25; insulation, $1.50;, and motor, 
$4.50. 

In describing his project, James 
wrote: 

“I had an old egg incubator which 
I tore down and made into a food de¬ 
hydrator. First, I had to take the in¬ 
cubator apart. I got my lumber and 
insulation and motor out of it. It al¬ 
so had trays and shelves which had 
to be cut down to a smaller size. 

I cut it (the incubator box) down 
so that it was thirty-six inches high, 
twenty-four inches wide and twenty- 
two inches deep. I bought asbestos 
sheet rock for the inside wall and put 
five 200-watt bulbs in the bottom for 
heat. I put a motor in the back to 
circulate the heat and put a thermo¬ 
stat in the dehydrator to regulate the 
heat. Then I took my dehydrator to 
the county 4-H fair where I received 

days and in the off season, Mr. Bell 
says he enjoys using this spare time 
for “tinkering” on his latest pieces 
of equipment. 

“I’m no inventor," Mr. Bell says— 
“I just assemble pieces of equipment 
which others have built.” 

THREE EXAMPLES OF HANDIWORK SHOWN 
| - ■ | 

*. '■ A, 

_ 

Shown above are three examples of Mr. Bell’s handiwork—a century 
old kerosene lamp wired for electricity, a portable churn and a malted mil; 
mixer. 

The churn is shown in the center, with the malted milk mixer an; 
electrified lamp on either side. 

first prize.” 

How To Enter 
To become eligible for the rural 

electrification project in Illinois, boys 
or girls must have passed their 14rh 
birthday but must not be over 21 
years old. They enter the project like 
they enter other 4-H projects and 
must keep a record book which may 
be procured from their club leaders. 

General instructions appear on the 
inside cover of the record book to 
remind members that they must keep 
accurate accounts on all money spent 
in connection with the project and 
that they must complete all tables and 
answer all questions required of them. 
This information supplied by club 
members in these record books is used 
as the basis for selecting local, counry 
and state project champions. 

Questions asked concern whether 
the farm home of the contestant is 
served by electricity and if so what 
electricity is used for; a list of equip¬ 
ment, tools and supplies on hand at 
the end and at the beginning of the 
project and cost of them (James, for 
instance, listed his supplies as a pair 
of plires ($2.50), a hammer ($1) and 
a screw driver (50 cents); receipts 
or the value of the equipment ma le 
during the year and whether it was 
used at home or sold: indications of 
how electricity could be used to ad¬ 
vantage on his farm and what the ap¬ 
proximate monthly operation cost on 
the local rate schedule would be; dia¬ 
gram of farm wiring plan, and gen¬ 
eral questions concerning wiring sys¬ 
tems and repairs. There also is a table 
to show what if any electrical wiring, 
repair or construction jobs the contest¬ 
ant has completed. 

On this final question. James indi¬ 
cates that he helped wire two resi¬ 

dences and a pig brooder house and 
assisted in connecting an electric 
stove. There also is a table to shew 
what exhibits were entered at the 
county 4-H show, the place they re¬ 
ceived and the amount of the pre¬ 
mium money. 

With most farm bureau advisers so 
busy on stock, poultry and similar 
projects, the task of getting rural elec¬ 
trification projects underway lies with 
the personnel of REA cooperatives. 

If such a project is to succeed it 
must have the help of some one vi¬ 
tally interested in assisting boys and 
girls get the required electrical infor¬ 
mation. Copies of Illinois rules on 
entrance in rural electrification con¬ 
tests may be procured through farm 
bureau offices or from the University 
of Illinois college of agriculture. Lin- 
like James, whose father, Joseph Mer¬ 
na, is an able electrician in his own 
right as well as a successful farm, 
most boys and girls must go outside 
the family circle for plans and speci¬ 
fications as well as help on construct¬ 
ing and repairing electrical equipment. 

Mr. Merna, who has wired a num¬ 
ber of farmsteads on the Corn Belt line, 
has been able to give personal assist¬ 
ance to his son in fostering an interest 
in electricity. James, consequently, is 
much farther advanced in the field of 
electricity than most boys. Usually, 
however, this teaching or information¬ 
al job must be taken over by REA co¬ 
operative managers, electrical advisers 
or capable linemen if 4-H boys and 
girls on REA lines are to have a 
chance to compete for the worthwhile 
prizes offered. 

Kerosene will help kill lice, mites 
and other vermin in the chicken house, 
but it is not a good disinfectant 
against bacteria. 

INSPECT PRIZE WINNING PROJECT 

James Merna, right, is shown above with Paul V. Curtis, assistant farm 
adviser of McLean county, as they inspect the food dehydrator on which 
James won first prize at the 1943 4-H fair in competition with other rural 
electrification projects. James hasn't yet decided what electrical equipment 
he will build during the current contest. 

Two former fuel oil operated motors are used to supply hot and cold 
water electrically for the Bell farm residence by means of the connection 
shown above. Many farmers in the area have visited the Bell house to in¬ 
spect the device, which pumps water from the cistern and deep well on the 
farm. 
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Bfews from Member Co-opts. 
Wayne-White 

Fairfield, Illinois 
(212 East Court St.) 

(Phone: 250) 

Board of Trustees 
Pres., J. Wess Barth, Cisne, Illinois 
V. Pres., Harold Shepherd Albion. 
Sec. Frank Gray, Sims 
Treas., L. M. King, Mill Shoals. 

Orville Smith, Calvin 
Ogie Vest, Xenia 
Irvin Yohe, Mt. Erie 
G. O. Moreland, Norris City 
G. O. Deem, Geff 

—Project Superintendent— 
F. A. Tannahill, Fairfield, Illinois 

In case of emergency calls before 
8:00 a. m. or after 5:00 p. m. call the 
following: For Carmi, McLeansboro, 
Norris City and vicinity, call Chalon 
Carter, phone No. 57D, Norris City. 

For all Edwards County, all of 
Wayne County, Crossville, Calvin 
and Phillipstown, in White County, 
call F. A. Tannahill, phone No. 156J, 
Cloyd Musgrave, 60M, Elmo Cates, 
154R, Henry Allison, 139M, Norman 
Davis, 157R or Bill Fleming, 213W, 
all of Fairfield, Illinois. 

★ ★ ★ 
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Following is a list of new members 

which are newly connected to the 
Wayne-White Counties Electric Co¬ 
operative system through approved 
U-l-c or U-l-f orders: 

T. D. and Lulu Colyer, Albion. 
Bruce Willeman and Glenn Wille- 

man, Wayne City. 
William L. and Mamie Hedrick, 

Mt. Erie. 
Fred and Maud Reed, Mill Shoals. 
Alice Chapmen, Mt. Erie. 
Edith Riggs, Mt. Erie. 
Wm. Grady, Mill Shoals. 
Harry and Martha Frankland, Al¬ 

bion. 
Brad Alexander, Norris City. 
Anna Miller, Macedonia. 
Martha Phillips, Macedonia. 
Peter and Nancy Lee, Macedonia. 
Ben and Edna Ballard, Wayne 

City. 
Marvin and Irene Caldwell, Geff. 
Milt and Adru Taylor, Noble. 
Louis and Ina Hollerbach, Carmi. 
Orley and Hattie Sullivan, Mace¬ 

donia. 
Nelson and Chlorene Sullivan, Ma¬ 

cedonia. 
Frank and Alberta Walters, Cisne. 
Herman Williams, Enfield. 
Homer Tyler, Wayne City. 
George and Joyce Draper, Wayne 

City. 
Magnolia Petroleum Co., Salem. 
Gladys Abbott, Noble. 
Sarah Gwaltney, Mill Shoals. 
Harvey and Mildred Inabrit, Ses- 

ser, 111. 
Elgie and May Orr, Albion. 
Paul F. and Myrtie Blair, Cisne. 
W. P. and Mirra Newby, Mill 

Shoals. 
C. O. and Helen Miller, Clay City. 
John W. Gowdy, Carmi. 
Phillip and Deane Pike, Geff. 
W. Rolla Faulkner, McLeansboro. 
Chas. and Ada Kittle, Wayne City, 
Emma Gross, Norris City. 
James Rose, Springerton. 
Mrs. Velma Field, Enfield. 
Nora Sanders, Carmi. 
T. T. Decker, Noble. 
Maurice Lichtenberger, Carmi. 
Levi and Nancy Griswald, Mill 

Shoals. 
Arch and Sarah Cox, Cisne 
Runyon and Lola Johnson, Bluford. 
Leland and Blanch Fulkerson, Nor¬ 

ris City. 

First 20 To Send In Meter Cards 
March, 1944 

Gordon Perry, Cisne. 
Harrison St. Ledger, Golden Gate. 
W. K. Niccuns, Johnsonville. 
Walter Lear, Fairfield. 
Oral Brown, Fairfield. 
W. L. Cushman, Springerton. 
Adolph Curd, Mill Shoals. 
Bstil Barnard, Wayne City. 
E. B. Woods, Ellery. 

A. G. Magness, Clay City. 
Sherman Woods, Albion. 
William A. Mode, Grayville. 
Fred Wells, Mt. Erie. 
C. B. Frederick, Cisne. 
W. F. Dugan, Noble. 
Millard Long, Geff. 
Ellsworth Marshall, West Salem 
Clarence Sturm, Crossville. 
M. D. Davis, Enfield. 
Harvey Rebstock, Carmi. 
Last 20 To Send Meter Cards 

March, 1944 
C. S. Bower, Ellery. 
Chris Stanley, Crossville. 
Elmer Meller, West Salem. 
Ona Cross Pomeray, Carmi. 
Perry Forth, Wayne City. 
Clyde Cunningham, Rinard. 
Alfred Merritt, Merriam. 
Adrian Blazier, Omaha. 
Jesse McDuffee, Fairfield. 
W. E. Sefried, Dahlgren. 
Lawrence Ramsey, Enfield. 
Grover Bassinger, Enfield. 
L. H. Bayley, Norris City. 
Ernest Lane, Wayne City. 
John W. Curtis, Albion. 
Joe Rebstock, Carmi. 
E. A. Nale, Fairfield. 
Mrs. O. C. Cotton, Crossville. 
Issac Cisne, Cisne. 
Lawrence Ramsey, Enfield. 

25 HIGHEST FARM USERS 
March, 1944 

Bowyer Bros., Keenes  1250 
Ben Nation     877 
Harry Lasater, Barnhill    531 
T. B. Melton, Johnsonville    528 
Ulla Givens, Carmi   492 
Holmes Brockett, Maunie   460 
Luke Fyie, Springerton   432 
J. C. Knott, Carmi   422 
Duane Adams, Golden Gate  354 
Mike Moore, McLeansboro   336 
Sylvester Austin, Norris City .... 335 
K. D. Jones, Rinard   343 
Roy A. Burkitt, Geff    319 
Peter Westergard, Maunie   287 
Etna Brown, Crossville    283 
Clyde Kuykendall, Bt. Prairie   280 
Odes Bayley, Norris City    276 
Frank Gray, Fairfield   275 
C. S. Knight, Norris City   270 
Oral Brown, Fairfield    265 
Milas Williams, McLeansboro.... 260 
Jacob Arnold, Mt. Erie   260 
Thomas Metcalf, Albion   242 
H. J. Bennett, McLeansboro  232 
Phillip Hanna, Epworth     231 

25 HIGHEST COMMERCIAL 
USERS, March, 1944 

Stanley Bratton, Johnsonville —.2907 
Gholson’s Hatchery, 

McLeansboro  1380 
Carmi Baptist Orphanage, 

Carmi  1082 
Arthur Gholson, McLeansboro ....1010 
Otis Wilson, Johnsonville   771 
United Production Co., Cisne   614 
Berg and Kauble, Mt. Erie   483 
H. G. Calkins, Bt. Prairie    478 
George Rister, Mill Shoals   467 
Willis Keele, Bluford    444 
L. W. Springer, Springerton   434 
Theodore McConnell, Geff   419 
Ralph E. Keith, Rinard   411 
W. J. Wright Store, Bt. Prairie .. 403 
Ernest Hosselton, Clay City   365 
Odis Reynolds Garage, Epworth 343 
G. P. Calvin, Calvin   341 
Ross Miller, Fairfield    330 
Guy Husk, Carmi    330 
John Hoffee, Oeff  309 
Noel D. Marlin, Herald   271 
E. A. Marlin, Herald    275 
Grubb and Son, Belle Prairie   220 
Lee Walker Res., Emma    208 
Cliff Denny, Mt. Erie   194 

New Appliances 

The following members have pur¬ 
chased new electric brooders: 

T. H. Bunting, Mt. Erie, Edward 
Feller, Fairfield, E. B. Orr, Albion, 
Lyle King, Mt. Erie, Earl Hauerken, 
Ellery, Vern Zimmerman, Fairfield, 
Lawrence Hanagan, Enfield, C. G. 
Eichem, Enfield, Fred Allen, Mc¬ 
Leansboro, Chas. Veatch, Enfield, 
Edd Keyser, Mt. Erie, Arch Frank¬ 
land, Albion, and Earl Harris, Geff, 

has purchased a 500 size Jamesway 
electric brooder. 

Raymond Vaughan, Fairfield has 
purchased a new electric motor. 

★ ★ ★ 

MARCH OPERATION REPORT 
Miles Energized   1010 
Members Receiving Service _ 3856 
Total KWH sold  203723 
Average KWH used per 

member    52 
Number of Minimum Bills   897 
Average Bill   3.36 
Revenue Per Mile    12.83 
Density Per Mile    3.8 

* ★ ★ 

Safe Electric Wiring 
In contacting the farms of our sys¬ 

tem we very often notice sc ae elec¬ 
tric condition which is not in accord¬ 
ance with the National Electric Wir¬ 
ing Code, nor in accordance with safe 
practice. 

Because of the scarcity of electri¬ 
cians, members have made the instal¬ 
lations, and because the member is 
not familiar with the National Elec¬ 
tric Code, he does not realize the haz¬ 
ards of improperly wired circuits. He 
has innocently created a condition 
which can easily result in a very ser¬ 
ious, dangerous accident. These con¬ 
ditions can cause a barn or any other 
building to burn, or cause an acci¬ 
dental death to a member of the fam¬ 
ily, as well as being dangerous to the 
livestock on the farm. 

As we have indicated several times 
in the past, electricity can be the safe- 
est, most convenient and powerful 
helper you can have on the farm, or 
it can be the most dangerous. It can 
kill. It can burn. It can destroy any¬ 
thing if improperly used. 

Very often we hear it said “Oh, it 
is only 110 volts.” That is true, but 
what a wallop it packs. 

There is only one way to use elec~ 
tricity, and that is the right way, and 
this way will not harm anyone or 
anything. Folks, we kindly request 
that even though there is a war on 
and electricians are far and few be¬ 
tween, please insist on having that 
wiring properly installed even though 
you may have to wait a while to get 
an electrician. It will certainly be 
worth it. 

We have not heard of a single ser¬ 
ious accident or fire which can be 
charged directly to improper wiring 
as of to date. However, some of the 
jobs being installed during these war 
days could very easily cause a very 
costly accident. It just does not pay 
to cut corners or be careless about 
your electric wiring. 

It is well to keep in mind that you 
will be the loser if an accident did 
occur. We suggest if you now have 
any wiring which has not been in¬ 
spected by your Inspector, that you 
arrange to have it inspected. It will 
only cost $1.00 for call-back, or re¬ 
inspect job, but it may save a life or 
hundreds of dollars worth of prop¬ 
erty. Please give this your considera¬ 
tion for your own sake and the bene¬ 
fit of the family and everyone con¬ 
cerned. It is very important. 

* * * 

A LETTER OF APPRECIATION 
FOR REA SERVICE 

Thackeray, Illinois 
Mr. F. A. Tannahill 
Dear Sin 

For sometime I have been wanting 
to write you to tell you how much I 
appreciate the electricity in my home. 
Many thanks for connecting me on 
the line. 

Am enclosing the meter card which 
I received today and will do every¬ 
thing possible to get it back in the 
first mail. 

Yours truly 
Mrs. Jennie Snyder. 

★ 4r ★ 

BOARD MEMBER 
RESIGNS 

Mr. Arthur J. Deom, of near En¬ 
field, Illinois, who has been a mem¬ 
ber of the Board of Trustees for the 
past two and one-half years, and has 

served as Secretary of the Board of 
Trustees, has tendered his resignation. 
Mr. Deom sold his farm near Enfield 
the latter part of March and has pur¬ 
chased a new farm in Poseyville, In¬ 
diana where he moved his family and 
farm equipment. 

Mr. Deom has rendered a very fine 
service to his Cooperative members 
while serving on the Board of Trus¬ 
tees. He has given generously of his 
time and effort to improve and ex¬ 
pand rural electrification in his area 
and we of the Cooperative and Board 
of Trustees regret very much to see 
Mr. Deom leave our system. We ex¬ 
tend our best wishes to his every suc¬ 
cess in his new location. 

New Secretary 
Mr. Frank C. Gray, of Sims, Illi¬ 

nois,, who has served as a Trustee of 
our Board, and, is in fact, a charter 
member of the Board cf Trustees was 
installed by the Board of Trustees as 
Secretary to fill out the tmexpired 
term of Mr. Arthur J. Deom, Mr. 
Gray has had a long experience of 
directing the course of our Coopera¬ 
tive and is well qualified to fill the 
vacancy created by Mr. Deom’s 
resignation. 

New Board Member 
Mr. George O. Deem of Geff, Il¬ 

linois, was selected by the Board of 
Trustees to act as a trustee to fill 
the vacancy brought about by Mr. 
Deom’s resignation. Mr. Deem has 
had previous experience as a trustee 
ol the Board and we feel certain Mr, 
Deom is very well qualified to assist 
and guide the Cooperative in all its 
business and we are sure the many 
members who know Mr. Deem will be 
pleased to know he is serving on the 
Board of Trustees. 

* * * 

Mr. Russel Gingles, editor of your 
Illinois REA News was a caller at 
the Cooperative office, Monday, 
April 10th. Mr. Gingles visited part 
of the system and obtained some in¬ 
formation on items which he intends 
to write up and publish in this issue. 

We had a very nice visit with Mr. 
Gingles and we always learn of the 
many activities of other Co-ops 
throughout the state as Mr. Gingles 
endeavors to visit as many of the 
Cooperatives as it is possible for him 
to every month. In that 'way he is 
chuck full of good information, which 
of course is of interest to all of us. 

Mr. Gingles is very much interest¬ 
ed in striking up a Fen Pal Column 
in our Illinois REA News. If junior 
members of our users would write 
him a letter, he would appreciate it 
very much, and would be glad to 
publish it. In this way a Pen Pal 
column can be started. 4-H and Rural 
Youth Members, don’t you think it 
would be interesting to exchange 
ideas with members of various parts 
of the state, as well as in Wisconsin, 
and possible other states where a 
state-wide REA News is published? 
If you will just take a few minutes 
time and write to the REA Pen Pal 
Column, sending it to the Coopera¬ 
tive office at Fairfield, 111., we will 
be glad to forward your letter to Mr. 
Gingles. He will publish your letter, 
not only in the Illinois REA News, 
but also in other states. You may be 
pleasantly surprised at the number of 
pen pals you may become acquainted 
with. 

★ * ★ 

ELECTRIC WELDING 
EQUIPMENT 

To members of our Cooperative, 
we are pleased to present a letter to 
you which we received from Mr. W. 
E. Herring, Chief Cooperatives’ Op¬ 
erations Division, Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration, St. Louis? Mis¬ 
souri, in which Mr. Herring presents 
some very important facts regarding 
electric welders. 

During the past several months 
your Cooperative has experienced 
some of the problems which Mr. Her¬ 
ring presents in his letter, and we 
seriously request to any member who 

plans to purchase an electric weldefl 
that he not only be careful to follow; 
out the suggestions in Mr. Herring's 
letter, but also to get in touch witfi 
or advise your Cooperative office* 

The important fact with regard to 
serving an electric welder lies in the 
fact that an electric welder requires 
much heavier service than is usually 
provided for the usual farm load. lit 

|a great many cases, you do not hav* 
, the proper circuit, that is to say, ifl 
many cases you have only 2 wire ser-i 
vice at 115 volts, and as a rule a 
transformer is either a or 3 KVA 
transformer. Neither a 2 wire service 
or the smaller size transformer are 
capable of furnishing sufficient power; 
for an electric welding machine to 
operate properly. For this reason a 
member should contact your Cooper-! 
ative office and receive correct inform 
mation with regard to the service re-! 
quirement before you purchase your 
electric welding machine. 

A welding machine on the average 
size farm which is operating a great 
deal of farm machinery and equip-< 
ment, is a very handy tool, because 
immediate repairs can be made Jfl£ 
case of a break down. Welding ma¬ 
chine manufacturers are continually 
trying to develop a small electric 
welder which the average farm ran 
afford to purchase, and as time goes 
on more of these welders will be of¬ 
fered to the public. However, like all 
pther electrical equipment a member 
would not want to take on great 
ricks in purchasing a welding ma¬ 
chine, and we are sure if you will 
fully cooperate you will receive better 
and safer service from your welder. 

Following is the letter from Mr. 
Herring: 

TO ALL REA SYSTEM 
SUPERINTENDENTS 

AND MANAGERS 
We believe that you may have 

received letters from one or more 
manufacturers of welders, and we 
call your particular attention to the 
fact that some of these do not have 
the Underwriters’ Laboratories, Incor¬ 
porated, approval. In our opinion, 
their use on your system will create 
a hazard that might well be other¬ 
wise avoided. 

There are several types of such 
welders selling for around $20.00 
which consists merely of a resistance 
in one side of a 120 volt circuit to 
limit short circuit current. All weld¬ 
ers of this type are extremely danger¬ 
ous and you are warned against using 
them. As a matter of fact, the January 
1943 News Bulletin of the Interna¬ 
tional Association of Electrical In¬ 
spectors carried an article asking elec¬ 
trical inspectors to be on the lookout 
for this type of welder. 

Some of these welders draw too 
heavy a load to be used on ordinary 
farm wiring circuits. In some of them 
both electrode holders are exposed, 
and as one of them has a 120 volt 
potential to ground, there is danger 
of electric shock and possibly electro¬ 
cution of the operator. 

Signed: W. E. Herring, Chief 
Cooperatives’ Operations 
Division. 

★ ★ ★ 

Following is an article copied 
from the National Safety Council 
News Letter: 

"IT’S ONLY 110 VOLTS” 
Time after time, safety engineers 

are told: “It's only 110 volts, there's 
no danger," when cautioning work¬ 
men against possible electrical haz¬ 
ards. Too many persons seem to be¬ 
lieve that no harm can come from 
a 110-volt current, but under certain 
conditions it can be as deadly as a 
current of 1,100 volts, and always It 
should be treated with, equal care. 

Consider, for example, the case of 
an operator of a portable drilling ma¬ 
chine of the usual 110-volt type. On 
one occasion he was obliged to stand 
on a steel tank while drilling some 
holes. He had cut off the ground 

[From Page Ten) 
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y>ir* that had been attached to the 
piachin* by the manufacturer, either 
because he did not understand its pur* 
J>ose or because he considered it un- 
hecessary. The machine became 
’'shorted" in some way and the cur- 
tent passed through the operator s 
body to the ground, with fatal results. 
“It was only 110 volts!” 

'It was only 110 volts" but it 
killed a dairy worker. Although he 
ivas wearing rubber boots, he re¬ 
ceived a fatal shock when plugging 
JR a defective cable which was con¬ 
nected to a portable milk pump. 

Never take liberties with a 110-volt 
current—it is potential death! Make 
Sure that all machines and machin¬ 
ery—portable, as well as stationary 
—are effectively grounded, regard¬ 
less of voltage; and, for further assur¬ 
ance of safety, never relax your pre¬ 
cautions even if you KNOW that 
“it's only 110 volts." 

+ * + 

POST WAR PLANNING 

You have read a lot and heard a 
lot over the radio with regard to post 
war planning in one form or another. 
Rural electrification is very much 
interested in this subject, and your 
Cooperative in turn is aware of the 
need for additional electric lines in 
your community. Through close co¬ 
operation you can be of much assist¬ 
ance to your neighbors who are not 
yet receiving electric service, and this 
is to request your asssistance and co¬ 
operation in furthering electric ser- 
yice in your community by request¬ 
ing you to discuss with your neigh¬ 
bors the experience you fteve had as 
a user of electric service. You can 
be of great assistance to them be¬ 
cause you are familiar with the routine 
which you went through to get ser¬ 
vice for yourself, and by telling your 
neighbors of the method they should 
use to get electricity for themselves, 
you will be helping your Cooperative 
as well as your neighbors. 

Your Manager will be more than 
pleased to meet with any group any¬ 
where on the system most anytime so 
that the prospective members may be 
saved travel, by meeting in a group 
at their local church or school. Your 
manager will be glad to bring maps, 
membership applications, right-of- 
way easements, and other necessary 
data with him so that arrangements 
can be completed at the meeting for 
a proposed line to be constructed af¬ 
ter the war when materials and man¬ 
power are again available in abun¬ 
dance. In view of the length of time 
it requires to make a pre-allotment 
study, and to clear right of way prob¬ 
lems, telephone conflicts, etc., of the 
proposed lines, it is well that these 
matters be ready months and months 
in advance of the time it is possible 
to construct these lines. If we can 
arrange to have these details taken 
care of in advance, we will be in a 
position to construct these lines much 
earlier than if we wait until after the 
war and material and njan power are 
available before we do any pre¬ 
allotting. 

We request members who are re¬ 
ceiving service to aid us because they 
are more familiar with the groups in 
their neighborhood who are thinking 
electrically. As explained before, 
those members are in a good position 
to explain the routine to the unserved 
members and can help them to a large 
degree. Any assistance you may need 
from your Cooperative office will be 
gladly given upon request. 

Let’s go, members and see how 
many miles of line we can get shaped 
up for pre-allotment by the time the 
war ends. 

A group of prospects in Section, 
33, 34, and 35 of Dahlgren Town¬ 
ship, in Hamilton County were in the 
office recently and signed their mem¬ 
bership applications and paid mem¬ 
bership fees so that they could be 
placed on the maps to receive service 
at the earliest possible time after the 
war. Those signing up were as fol¬ 
lows: 

A. J. Silliman, Frank Zellers, Luth- 
•r Jines, Minnie Hall, L. H. Gage, 
Floyd Zellers, Harold Belangee, Otis 
Hook, Otis Cross, and Ralph Savage. 

If more groups would do the same 
thing, we would have a big section of 
line to start on very soon after the 
war, 

:» * :* 

A member of our Cooperative, 
Dias Burton, RFD No. 3, Cisne, Illi¬ 
nois, has for sale a McCormick-Deer- 
ing electric cream separator, like new. 

Farmers Mutual 
Geneseo, HI. 

Jacob D. Gottsche, president, repre¬ 
sented your cooperative at the Na¬ 
tional Rural Electric Cooperative as¬ 
sociation meeting last month at Chi¬ 
cago. ★ ★ ★ 

Linemen report that high hedge is 
being removed voluntarily by cooper¬ 
ative members from beneath several 
lines. We appreciate this coopera¬ 
tion on the part of our members. Re¬ 
moval of hedge means the removal 
of potential danger to cooperative 
lines, reduces the hazards of outages 
during the chick brooding season and 
keeps electricity and power flowing 
to farms of the community at a time 
when farmers are getting ready to 
begin another record food-for-free- 
dom battle to back the boys in ser¬ 
vice. 

Our Compliments 

Your cooperative extends its heart¬ 
iest congratulations to the students, 
directors and teacher of Bluff Road 
school on being awarded the Minute 
Man Flag by the United States 
Treasury department. A picture of 
the students and teacher appears .n 
the current issue of your Illinois REA 
News. We are proud to say that all 
members of the school board are 
members of the cooperative and that 
the board president, Charles Klavohn, 
is also a member of Farmers Mutual 
Electric cooperative's board of di¬ 
rectors. 

* * * 

When you come to Geneseo next 
time, stop in and visit your coopera¬ 
tive office. The walls have been new¬ 
ly papered, new overhead flourescent 
lights have been installed, desks var¬ 
nished and other new improvements 
made. We’re proud of our house¬ 
cleaning job. 

* ★ ★ 

Picking up a century later where 
Mother Nature’s uncertain breezes 
left off, an electric motor now does 
the job of pumping water on the D. 
H. Lewis farm on Route 6. Mr. 
Lewis’ windmill tower is about 100 
years old, but the job of providing 
water for stock and for the modern 
home has been in the hands of the 
cooperative’s lines ever since service 
was extended to that area. 

Farm Hints 

Newly bom pigs require a definite 
amount of sugar in the blood to main¬ 
tain life. Starvation of newborn pigs 
causes a rapidly fatal hypoglycemia, 
or low content of sugar in the blood. 
Pigs afflicted with "baby pig dis¬ 
ease” also develop severe hypogly¬ 
cemia. If healthy newborn pigs are 
taken from the sow immediately after 
birth and given no milk or other food 
except water, severe hypoglycemia 
and death usually occur in 48 to 72 
hours. When pigs are about one 
week old before being taken from the 
sow, a much longer time passes be¬ 
fore there is a dangerous disease in 
the content of sugar in the blood. 

Sows whose litters develop baby 
pig disease often look and act healthy 
at farrowing time, and the pigs ordi¬ 
narily show no symptoms until they 
are about 24 to 36 hours old. Near¬ 
ly all of the affected pigs die in 24 
to 36 hours after symptoms are ob¬ 
served. Producers should watch each 
litter carefully during the first week 
after farrowing for signs of rough 
hair, lack of desire to nurse, listless¬ 
ness and lowered vitality. Improve¬ 
ment often follows the feeding or in¬ 
jecting of sugar solution. Best re¬ 
sults can be expected when the sugar 
solution is injected into the abdom¬ 
inal cavity. Veterinarians inject glu¬ 
cose in small doses three or four times 
daily. 

Clinton 
Breese, HI. 

A total of thirty-eight consumers 
were connected by Clinton County 
Electric Cooperative, Inc., during 
January, February and March. The 
list of new members follows: 

Hy. Nottmeyer 
Glen J. Heinzmann 
Oliver Kaufmann 
Cyril Haas 
Lawrence J. Monken 
John Heim 
Walter Hausemann 
Bernard Diekmann 
Fred Koelmel 
Carl Treffert . 
Philip Haumesser 
Leo Hilmes 
Aug Hemminghaus 
Gus Purdt 
Chas. Curdt 
Louis Hempen 
Leo Toennies 
Frank Voss 
Mrs. George Schaubert 
Anna Atherton 
Auburger School 
Lester Monken 
Orville Rutz 
Ed. H. Liening 
Dominic Gili 
Rudolph Michael 
Adolph List 
Arnold Joffray 
Albert Wolle 
George H. Wurm 
Edward Wurm 
Oscar Boehne 
Anton Sudholt 
Cletus Saale 
Chas. Huffman 
Wm. Nottmeyer 
Ed. Schilling 
J. Wm. Jansen 

Jo-Carroll 
Elizabeth, 111. 

The two portable diesel generating 
units, which were loaned to the army 
two months ago for use in providing 
emergency power in a military hos¬ 
pital at Ashville, N. C., are now in 
storage in St. Louis, Mo., pending ne¬ 
gotiations relative to their disposal. 

The units, first in use on REA lines 
in the country, were operated by 
your cooperative to provide power 
for the project until arrangements 
were completed to buy power at 
wholesale rates from Interstate Light 
and Power company of Galena. 

* * * 

Busy Day—Busy Men 

Your cooperative linemen were 
very busy from 4 a. m. to 8 p. m. 
on April 11, following an unusual 
wind storm which swept through Jo 
Daviess and Carroll counties at 2:30 
that morning. 

Weather conditions made it diffi¬ 
cult to patrol some of the lines. How¬ 
ever, only one break resulted in the 
line and that occurred at the home of 
Frank Yates. Several limbs fell 
across the lines, while at the Henry 
Goldhagen farm, part of a tin roof 
from an adjoining barn was blown 
across the main 3-phase line. (Note: 
the steak was delicious, Mrs. Yates.) 

We wish to thank both Mr. Gold¬ 
hagen and Mrs. Clem Shreck for 
their assistance in notifying us 
promptly about the trouble. The co¬ 
operative office has received several 
reports since the storm concerning 
leaning poles and limbs endangering 
the lines and every effort will be 
made to clear up trouble as quickly 
as possible. We want to express our 
appreciation to all those reporting 
conditions endangering your cooper¬ 
ative’s lines. If any of the members 
discover limbs or other obstructions 
which may effect service we will 
appreciate it if they will report such 
conditions to the office. 

Change In Rules 
We understand that there may be 

some changes in War Production 
Board regulations concerning con¬ 
struction of extensions to farms in 
this area. While we have no definite 
information on these rules, we hope 
that they will not prevent us from 
completing plans for extending ser¬ 
vice to all farms needing electricity to 

alleviate labor shortages and to in¬ 
crease food production. 

After receipt of shipment of two 
cars of poles, your cooperative has 
notified the contractor that he may 
resume construction of approved ex¬ 
tensions. It is hoped that we can get 
started soon to build extensions al¬ 
ready approved, especially to farms 
which have completed their home¬ 
stead wiring. 

* * ★ 

Attention Members 
Mistakes in reading meter cards 

lead to confusion in a number of 
cases and cause extra work for the 
bookkeeper. Again let us call to 
your attention this matter of reading 
your cards correctly. Please DOUBLE 
CHECK your readings to make sure 
that they are right before sending the 
cards to your cooperative office. If 
the reading is correct, it will save 
your cooperative time and trouble. 

★ ★ ★ 
Welcome 

We welcome into the cooperative 
the following new members: August 
Siemen, Frank Kehl, Charles Guin- 
ther, Orrie Hamilton, S. C. Anderson. 
Ernest Meyer, Paul Schoenhaar and 
John Feese. 

Menard 
Petersburg, Illinois 

Storm Interrupts Service 
On Monday evening, April 10th, 

an outage occurred that ‘blacked-out’ 
the northwest section of the system 
for several hours. 

This outage was caused by a large 
cottonwood tree being blown down 
and falling across one of the feeder 
lines near Athens. 

Maintenance men were immediately 
out trying to locate the trouble and 
upon finding it, began the work of 
clearing up the damage. During the 
work of removing the tree a storm 
struck the area and the driving rain 
augmented by a gale of torrential 
force caused the men to seek shelter. 

Member, Paul Agrall of Athens, 
certainly demonstrated the real Co¬ 
operative spirit by not only providing 
shelter for the maintenance men, but 
also provided transportation when one 
of the trucks became stuck. 

From many sections of the system 
reports were received that much dam¬ 
age was caused by the wind. 

Tree Trimming Started 
A tree trimming and clearing crew 

has been employed and work is now 
under way to patrol the entire distri¬ 
bution system and trim or cut down 
all brush, hedge, or trees that will 
cause interruptions in REA service to 
your premises. 

Every member is requested to co¬ 
operate by immediately reporting to 
your Cooperative Office all trees lo¬ 
cated near the distribution lines that 
can be cut down or trimmed to eli¬ 
minate future outages. 

Your immediate cooperation in re¬ 
porting brush, hedge, or trees that 
need trimming or cutting will aid in 
the conservation of gasoline, tires, 
and labor. It will speed up the early 
completion of this important work. 

★ ★ ★ 

Report Outages Promptly 
We are now entering the time of 

the year when storms occur without 
much warning. 

It is the desire of your Coopera¬ 
tive management to maintain uninter¬ 
rupted service to your premises. That 
is why it is imperative when an out¬ 
age occurs that you report it to the 
member on your exchange who is 
authorized to call in and reverse the 
charges. In the event you are unable 
to contact this member, your reverse 
charge call will be accepted at Peters¬ 
burg. 

The management regrets that it is 
necessary to refuse reverse charge 
calls other than from those authorized 
to make them. 

Following a storm during daylight 
hours or during the night it will be 
well for you to turn on a switc^ and 
learn if your light circuits are O. K. 
If not immediately notify your Co¬ 
operative Office in the usual way so 
that service can be restored as soon 
as possible. 

This saves extra driving mileage. 

wear on tires, and needless expense. 
For your convenience we again 

publish the names of those members 
who are cooperating to help maintain 
REA service to your premises. 

These members deserve the thanks 
of our entire membership for the 
faithful performance of a task that is 
making it possible for your Cooper¬ 
ative to maintain practically uninter¬ 
rupted service to your homes. 

Call the member whose name is 
listed on your exchange when an out¬ 
age occurs in your REA service. 

OUTAGE CALL LIST 
(Note: To maintain a continuity of 

service to our members we have 
placed our maintenance trucks where 
they are available to reach any given 
area quickly.) 

* Members living near Elk¬ 
hart, Sherman or Williamsville 
and east of U. S. Route 66 call 
Dave Ross’ store, Buffalo Hart, 
dining the day time and Guy 
Sanford, Dawson, at night. If you 
cannot contact the member listed 
nearest you. Mr. Sanford’s phone 
number is Buffalo 2491. 

** Members in Logan County, 
north of Middletown and in Ma¬ 
son County except section 21 and 
22 call Robert McLean, Mason 
City, Phone, 116W. 

*** All members living in 
Morgan and Cass counties with 
the exceptions of the section a- 
round Newmansville and the 
Oakford-Chandlerville road, also 
all the western part of Sangamon 
county, west of Richland, and 
New Berlin will call Ray Logan, 
Phone 190, Virginia; other mem¬ 
bers in Menard, Cass, and Sanga¬ 
mon counties call in the daytime 
your cooperative office, Peters¬ 
burg 31; at night call Harry 
House worth. Phone 1, Peters¬ 
burg, or Ed DeLong, Phone 
359-2, Petersburg. 
Call the member listed nearest you 

when an outage occurs in your REA 
service. 

Alexander—Ben Negus. 
Ashland—William E. Leahy. 
Arenzville—William H. Witte. 
Buffalo Hart (See*)—Dave Ross 

Store. 
Cantrall—C. H. England. 
Chandlerville—Mike Basso. 
Dawson (See *)—Guy Sanford. 
Delavan—Grace Baily. 
Easton—Ben Cave. 
Easton—Lake Shore Service Sta¬ 

tion. 
Elkhart—C. M. VanMeter. 
Forest City—John Harms. 
Greenview—Garrett Evers. 
Green Valley—W. S. Frazee. 
Havana—Julius Frye. 
Illiopolis (Niantic)—Thomas O. 

Knapp. 
Illiopolis—Harold Knap. 
Kilbourne—Hal Ringland. 
Kilbourne—Lotus Hawks. 
Literberry—Clyde R. Martin. 
Manito—Lewis Warner. 
Middletown—Paul Becker. 
Mount Pulaski—Herbert Shelham- 

mer. 
Mount Pulaski—Louis Bellatti. 
Mason City (See **)—Bob Mc¬ 

Lean. 
New Berlin—Edw. Stapleton. 
New Holland—Homer Brown. 
New Holland—William Kohl. 
‘Petersburg, (daytime — 41)—Co¬ 

op Office. 
“Petersburg (night—No. 1) — Harry 
Houseworth. 
‘“Petersburg (night—359-2) — Ed. 
DeLong. 

Pleasant Plains—John Taylor. 
San Jose—McSparin Service Sta¬ 

tion. 
Topeka—Ernest Budke. 
Virginia—James E. Fox. 
Virginia (See “*)—Ray Logan. 
Williamsville—Mrs. Earl Constant 
(NOTE: New members in the vi¬ 

cinity of Sherman call Mrs. Earl Con¬ 
stant, Williamsville.) 

★ ★ ★ 
Meet Howard O. Bell 

Last month when the names of 
your Cooperative employees were 
presented to you in this column the 
rfame of Howard O. Bell was omit¬ 
ted. Howard is the bookkeeper and 
he is a pretty good fellow to get ac¬ 
quainted with on your visit to the 
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office. Howard has been with your 
Cooperative for two years and Pas 
made a host of friends that swear by 
him and not at him. 

Attend NRECA Meeting 
In keeping with the policy inaugur¬ 

ated by your Board of Directors to 
keep informed on activities pertaining 
to the successful operations of your 
Cooperative, several of the operating 
personnel attended the National Rur¬ 
al Electric Cooperative Association 
Convention held at the Stevens Ho¬ 
tel in Chicago on March 20 and 21. 

Your Cooperative was represented 
by the following personnel: Man¬ 
ager, A. E. Becker; Director, C. Nel¬ 
son Worner; Line foreman, Harry A. 
Houseworth, and Fred E. Darr, Elec¬ 
trification Adviser. 

CONTRACT AWARDED A.A. 
ELECTRIC COMPANY 

The A.A. Electric Company, Ci¬ 
cero, was the successful bidder for the 
contract to build 73.05 miles of dis¬ 
tribution lines to 157 certified U-l-c 
applicants requesting REA service 
from your Cooperative. Nearly 5000 
animals units were shown on the 157 
applications indicating that not only 
food production but estimated food 
production for 1944-45 had been in¬ 
creased considerably. 

The bid submitted by the A.A. 
Electric Company was for $64,751.55; 
it includes the furnishing of all neces¬ 
sary material and the building of the 
lines. Under the terms of the con¬ 
tract, right-of-way clearing will be 
done by members to whom the ex¬ 
tensions are built. 

Laramore and Douglas, Inc., Chi¬ 
cago, are the supervising engineers 
with Horace Wigginton, of that firm, 
serving as resident engineer with of¬ 
fices at the Cooperative building in 
Petersburg, 

Western Illinois 
Carthage, 111. 

OPERATING STATISTICS 
March 

537 
Connected Members .. 1,158 
Total KWH Sold ......   ...115,443 
Average KWH Used Per 

Member   ._ 101 
Density per Mile   ... 2.15 
Average Bill   ... $5.09 

March Sales 
No. Amount 

Farm & Home   1,036 $5,390.37 
Commercial   16 198.06 
Schools   17 186.83 
Rural Villages   14 57.34 
Public Buildings   5 14.69 
Members Not Billed .. 10 

1,158 $5,847.29 
★ * ★ 

The Applications and Loans Divi- 
lion of REA have approved an addi¬ 
tional $10,000 for further extension of 
the locker plant of the Hancock Froz¬ 
en Foods Coop. Plans are to have a 
subsidiary locker storage plant of 300- 
locker capacity near Colusa, Illinois. 

* * * 

BE SURE TO REQUEST WIRING 
INSPECTION 

Within the last few months, we 
have lost several individual service 
transformers, caused by improper wir¬ 
ing of the members’ premises. These 
members had extended their wiring, 
perhaps to a barn or some other build¬ 
ing, in order to provide further elec¬ 
tric service, and since no inspection 
of the wiring was made, the faulty 
connection was not discovered until 
after the transformer had been burned 
out. This is an expensive experience 
for the MEMBER due to the fact that 
he is charged with the loss of the 
transformer. Transformers are be¬ 
coming more scarce and in the future 
they will probably be allotted just as 
other vital materials and items are. 
We are greatly concerned with the 
care and protection of all trans¬ 
formers. 

REMEMBER—ALL ADDITION¬ 
AL WIRING MUST BE IN¬ 
SPECTED! In a few instances, we 
have found several connections made 
ahead of the meter; if inspection had 
been made, a bill-adjustment would 
have been avoided. 

* * * 

BE SURE TO READ YOUR 
METER ON THE 29TH AND 

MAIL THE CARD AT ONCE — 
IN ORDER TO AVOID THAT 
PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO 
READ YOUR METER. 

★ ★ ★ 
Attends Meeting 

L. C. Marvel, Manager of WIEC, 
attended the assemblage of 566 mem¬ 
bers of the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association at Chicago, 
March 21, 1944. This assemblage 
represented 1,000,000 American farm¬ 
ers now receiving REA service. 

Mr. Marvel also attended the pre¬ 
sentation of the REA Award for In¬ 
creased Food Production to Mrs. Gil¬ 
bert Smith of the McDonough Power 
Cooperative, Macomb, Ap^jJ 17th, 
1944. A similar award was made to 
Mrs. V. M. Lovitt, LaHarpe, by the 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop., 
March 28th, at the Terre Haute Com¬ 
munity Meeting, for her efforts in the 
use of electricity for increased food 
production. 

* * * 

ELECTRIC BROODERS FOR 
CHICKS 

We received a letter from Mrs. 
Mabel Nelson, Stronghurst, in which 
she state, "'We are using an electric 
brooder since Feb. 11 and it sure is 
much less work than an oil stove. 
Have the nicest bunch of chickens 
we have ever had and of course we 
think it is due to the electric brooder." 

Mrs. Fred Harrison, Carthage, who 
has used an electric brooder for sev¬ 
eral seasons, reports that she lost only 
2 out of 500 chickens. The chicks 
arrived in one of the worst snow¬ 
storms of the winter but the brooder 
was ready and took care of the chicks 
right from the start. 

It fr It 

This Cooperative purchased a num¬ 
ber of 300 and 500-chick size 
brooders for resale to our members. 
We still have a few of these brooders 
on hand, as well as the brooder units 
for the making of home-made brood¬ 
ers. If you are contemplating the pur¬ 
chase of an electric brooder, stop at 
the office, and we will be glad to 
show them to you. 

The following persons purchased 
electric chick brooders: Edward Prin- 
ty, Arthur Pilkington, Virgil West, 
Harold Ikerd, Henry Snyder, Ray¬ 
mond Schenck, Mabel Nelson, Lyle 
Woodside, W. R. McCrory, Thomas 
Harding. 

* * * 

Welcome To Co-op 
Welcome to the following new 

members: Delmer and Lois Russell, 
John O. and lola E. Peterson, Gert¬ 
rude and J. Robert Schroeder, John 
and Mildred Larson, Raymond and 
Betty Jane Lipper, James F. and 
Blanche Booher, J. C. and Ethel L. 
Kurtz, Louis E. and Julia F. Burke, 
Lyle and Alpha Livingston, Arthur 
and Leona Priebe, Raymond E. and 
Dollie V. Sheffler, Willis M. and 
Leora A. Thompson, Russell and 
Margaret Martin, Reno Easterday, 
Roy and Fern Schrieber, Frank and 
Pearl Kennedy, Hardy and Lillie Mae 
France, Thaya and Raymond 
Schenck, Ottis B. and Ada Kerr, 
Lloyd T. and Myrtle F. Mapes, Er¬ 
nest and Velma L. Renaker, Fred 
and Doris Gerdes, Olo and Clela 
McQuigg, Ada and Leo J. Peck, Al¬ 
bert B. and Martha E. Grout, Lester 
B. and Elizabeth Collins, J. H. Clark. 

Attention Please 
MEMBERS ATTENTION! Please 

do not wait more than 20 or 30 min 
utes to report an outage of service. 
Many times when members call in 
late in the day, it involves an addi¬ 
tional expense due to the necessity 
of overtime payment to linemen sent 
out to restore service, DO NOT 
WAIT FOR SOMEONE ELSE TO 
REPORT TROUBLE — CHECK 
WITH YOUR NEIGHBOR, if pos¬ 
sible, AND LET YOUR CO-OP 
KNOW IMMEDIATELY. IF YOUR 
CALL IS NOT ACCEPTED, YOU 
WILL KNOW THAT THE 
TROUBLE HAS BEEN REPORT¬ 
ED. 

* # * 

We had two serious outages this 
month—wind blew a limb down on 

| the line southeast of LaHarpe, and 
j one north of Stronghurst. These out¬ 
ages both occurred Monday night, 
April 10th. 

Adams 
Camp Point, 111. 

STUDENTS OF BLUFF ROAD SCHOOL 
PROUD OF THEIR MINUTE MAN FLAG 

Your cooperative was represented 
at the National Rural Electric Co¬ 
operative association meeting in Chi¬ 
cago last month by three members of 
the board of directors and superin¬ 
tendent. 

Those who attended included Roy 
Sharrow, Horner Meyers, George 
Vollbracht and Roy McCaskill, all 
members of the board, and Superin¬ 
tendent Dean Searls. 

Complete Extension 
The 2-mile extension in Schuyler 

county, which was staked in January, 
has been completed and electricity 
has been brought to six more farm¬ 
steads in the Adams Electric cooper¬ 
ative area. Members added to the 
system as a result of completion of 
this extension include Dwight Crox- 
ton, T. J. Kerby, Joseph Croxton, Jr., 
Arthur L. Cain, Ivan Hopper and 
Merle Green. 

During work on this extension, 
meter pole holes were dug by Kelly 
Boyles, cooperative member, while 
hedge along the new line was cut by 
Mr. Cain. 

* * * 

New Extension 

A new 2-mile extension is being 
built northeast of Mount Sterling. 
Completion of. the line will mean that 
electric energy for lights and for 
power needed for increased produc¬ 
tion will be brought to Robert M. 
Campbell, S. A. Drew, George G. 
Roberts, Raymond Salvin and D. B. 
Rankin. 

As on the previously completed ex¬ 
tension in Schuyler county, meter 
pole were dug by one of the members 
of the cooperative, thus saving the 
cooperative time and considerable 
truck expense. The work is con¬ 
tracted for on the basis of 75 cents 
per hole. 

★ * * 

Good Luck Marion 

Show Their Colors 
Along with the Stars and Stripes, another flag now flies on the staff of 

Bluff Road school, located southeast of Geneseo on U. S. Highway 6 and 
served by Farmers Mutual Electric cooperative. 

This flag, presented to the school by the United States treasury depart¬ 
ment, is the Minute Man award—proudly displayed above by the students 
and their teacher, Mrs. Ruth Murray of Geneseo. It was awarded the school 
in recognition of the achievement of its students in going all-out in the pur¬ 
chase of war savings stamps. The students include Wilbur Klavohn, Janice 
Wigant, Betty Wigant, Carol Floto, Henry Clark, Wayne Peterson, Ronald 
Coppejens, Marilyn Wigant, John Floto, Donna Mendenhall, Audrey An¬ 
derson, Billy Floto, Merle Wigant, Robert Stahl and Arthur Coppenjens. 

Ninety per cent of the students m 
a school are required to purchase war 
stamps regularly for a month in or¬ 
der to merit the privilege of flying a 
Minute Man flag. Bluff Road school, 
however, went farther with 100 per 
cent of the student body investing 
their dimes and nickles in war stamps 
for a period of three months. 

The flag was officially presented 
to the school at a community meeting 
during which the principal address 
was given by Joseph L. Shaw, Gen- 

Marion Young, fieldman for your'0 dty attorney and aIso attorney 
cooperative and an employe of the for the cooperative. A coIor guard 

organization since the REA first came 
to this area, has been granted a leave 
of absence to serve In the armed 
forces. 

Mr. Young is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John D. Young, who reside on 

not only has four large overhead 
lights in the class room, but also 
boasts of a stoker in the basement, 
as well as a hot plate upon which hot 
lunches may be prepared. 

Filling the stoker has become a 
game in this school and students feel 
honored when they have this task to 
perform, Mrs. Murray says. With 
the aid of a small shovel, the job be¬ 
comes an easy one—and the results 
(a warm school building) are also 
pleasant to contemplate. 

Grades one through eight are 
taught in the school, although there 
are no students this year in the sixth 

and getting it to fly were two en¬ 
tirely different problems—for the flag 

an REA-served farm northwest of | cost money> This difficulty, however, 
ushville. The Adams cooperative (was qUjckiy solved when the neces- 

fieldman is well known to hundreds 
of farm families on the project for 
his helpful suggestions on ways and 
means of acquiring electric service. 
Having been born and reared on a 
farm, Mr. Young has the happy fac¬ 
ulty of being able to combine a 
knowledge of agricultural and pro¬ 
duction needs with service and elec¬ 
trical requirements. 

Fine thing! Yes, those were ex¬ 
actly the words uttered by Russ 

from the American Legion partici¬ 
pated in the program. 

Students also discovered that hav- , T • m-. i 
, ... t ,, grade. Janice Wigant will be gradu- 

mg the pnvUege of flymg the flag|ated from the e.ghth grade al .he 

c1ose of school, April 29. Records at 
the school show that Wilbur Klavohn 
purchased enough war stamps to con¬ 
vert them into a war bond, while in the 
scholastic field, Ronald Coppejens is 
credited with having a perfect attend¬ 
ance. Considering that students who 
are ill are not permitted in school, 
Ronald’s record is an enviable one. 

Three stars are displayed on a ser¬ 
vice flag in the school building, hon¬ 
oring Robert Van Quekelberghe, 
Robert Hannon and Wilbur Gustaf¬ 
son, who have left the district to en¬ 
ter the armed forces. 

sary funds for the flag were raised 
through sale of 730 tons of paper 
collected by the students in a scrap 
drive. 

REA Community 
The majority of the students in the 

school are sons or daughters of fam¬ 
ilies on the Farmers Mutual Electric 
cooperative line, while the three mem¬ 
bers of the school board — Charles 
Klavohn, president; August Leonhart, 
clerk, and Earl Stahl—are also mem- 

Gingles as the office employees | bers of the cooperativei Mr. Kiavohn 
‘pulled one” on him. Russ was mak-, being a cooperative director 
ing one of his regular visits on this 
project one day, when, as he was 
busily engaged with Supt. Searls in 
the latter’s office, those in the main 
office, whom he thought were work¬ 
ing attentively on their respective 
tasks, took advantage of their visitor. 

One “accessory” which goes with 
Editor Gingles every time is his pipe, 
.and after he had “restocked” it, he 
left his Prince Albert on one of the 
girls’ desks, and returned to talk over 
matters of interest with Mr. Searls. 
Someone foresaw how the contents in 
the. can might, if combined with some 
substance similar to the real thing, 

The school is an outstanding ex¬ 
ample of what electricity can do to 
improve a rural school building. It 

So, there’s our story on our editor. 
Fine Thing! 

* ★ ★ 

A note of interest came to our at¬ 
tention recently when we learned of 
Harry Bowman, Camp Point, -being 
able to boast of having a flood light 
which shines in Clayton, Concord, 
Columbus, and Camp Point Town¬ 
ships. Yes, many of you members 
know the advantages of a flood light 
but we dare say not many can say 

become an “improved” tobacco over [ they have one which throws light in 
the former. Those with their ingen- so many geographically-divided areas. 
ious spirits aroused, carefully with 
nimble fingers, mixed the remains left 
in the office pencil sharpener with 
Russ’s good old standby. Then they 
anxiously awaited the test to be 
made. After finally concluding his 
conversation with Supt. Searls, he 
proceeded to go through all the usual 
maneuvers of getting set for “that 
wonderful smoke,” none the less 
aware of what had taken place dur¬ 
ing his absence. Words cannot de¬ 
scribe the expression on his face as 
he discovered the plot, and jokingly 
concluded It wasn’t the best quality 
of tobacco after certain additions had 
been made of cedar wood shavings/perseverance to restore service. 

So, Harry, we think now with this 
added convenience, at night you won’t 
have an difficulty finding your way 
around within the radius of the inter¬ 
section of these townships! 

* ★ ★ 

Considerable line trouble was ex¬ 
perienced the fore part of the week 
of April 10 due to the heavy rains 
which came, washing out poles, and 
causing lengthy outages. Our boys 
were on the job shortly following the 
first trouble call which was in the 
early hours of the morning of April 
11 and were constantly trying to lo¬ 
cate the cause of the outages in their 

LATER PLANTING 
AIDS IN CONTROL 

OF CORN BORER 

Strategy of annihilation for Illi¬ 
nois farmers to use in their private 
v.ar apart from the conflict with Ger¬ 
many and Japan was outlined by 
H.B. Petty, Jr., assistant in ento¬ 
mology, State Natural History Sur¬ 
vey, today. Tactics recommended will 
be directed against the European corn 
borer, grape colaspis, chinch bugs, 
white grubs, sweet clover weevil and 
army worms. 

European corn borer, relatively 
abundant in 1943, has caused much 
comment and worry, but losses to 
field corn have been compartiveiy 
small, Petty said. How natural con¬ 
ditions in 1943 limited the damage 
points up one of the major control 
measures recommended for 1944— 
avoiding early planting. Also recom¬ 
mended are clean plowing and use of 
adapted varieties of seed corn. 

Grape colaspis probably has caused 
more crop loss than com borer, but 
in many cases its danger has been 
overlooked by farmers, Petty com¬ 
mented. DN dust is available for cam¬ 
batting chinch bugs this year. If dry 
weather continues late into the spring, 
the chinch bug may become a serious 
threat this year, he warned. 


