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Appropriations Bill For Expansion of 
Rural Electrification Passed by House 

Illinois State Association Will Hold 
Meeting in Springfield on May 25 

Session To Be of Import¬ 
ance To All Illinois 

Cooperatives 

A state board meeting of the As¬ 
sociation of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives will be held May 25 in the 
Abraham Lincoln hotel in Spring- 
field. 

The meeting, which is scheduled to 
start at 10:00 in the morning, will 
be of utmost importance to all mem¬ 
ber cooperatives of the state-wide 
organization. Matters concerning all 
members will be discussed and repre¬ 
sentatives of cooperatives attending 
are asked to come prepared to make 
suggestions relative to a state-wide 
program for the ensuing year. A 
luncheon will be served at noon. 

One of the matters on the agenda 
is a further discussion on the Illinois 
REA News, the first issue of which 
will be published prior to the board 
meeting. Acceptance of the monthly 
paper as an official state-wide pub¬ 
lication, subject to approval of each 
member cooperative, was reached at 
the last Illinois REA board meeting 
in March at Peoria. 

Publication of an Illinois REA 
News was commented upon favorably 
by Clyde Ellis, executive secretary of 
the National Rural Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, at a general membership meet¬ 
ing following the last - state board 
session. Mr. Ellis stressed the im¬ 
portance of such a newspaper as a 
means of bringing to all REA mem¬ 
bers state and national news of an 
informative and entertaining nature, 
as well as providing a medium 
through which articles and news let¬ 
ters pertaining to individual coopera¬ 
tives would be given most intensive 
coverage and wider circulation for 
the benefit of all cooperatives in the 
state. - 

Clearing House 
For Payment of 
Bills Announced 

A program to assist cooperatives in 
Illinois in the collection of delinquent 
electric bills is announced today by 
A. E. Becker, coordinator of the 
Association of Ilinois Electric Coop¬ 
eratives. 

Under the program, a clearing 
house for delinquent bills will be es¬ 
tablished at state-wide headquarters in 
the ofiFice of the Menard Electric Co¬ 
operative in Petersburg. All cooper¬ 
atives are asked to send their delin¬ 
quent bills to the state-wide office 
where they will be filed and made 
available to all member cooperatives 
in Illinois. 

In this way, managers or superin¬ 
tendents of various member coopera¬ 
tives can check on members who have 
moved from one cooperative’s line to 
another without paying their bills. 
Through joint action, therefore, the 
coopera"-/:? serving a member who is 
delinquent in payment of his electric 
bill at his previous location can as¬ 
sist in collection of money due the 
original cooperative. 

What is Illinois REA News? 
This is the first issue of the Illinois REA News, which will be published 

each month for the REA membership in the state of Illinois. This publica¬ 
tion is sponsored and controlled by the Association of Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operatives for the purpose of advancing and protecting the REA coopera¬ 
tive movement in Illinois. 

Its policy will be determined by the member cooperatives and all news 
content will be approved before publication by a review committee of three 
members, designated by the board of directors of the state association. 

The newspaper will be published on a NON-PROFIT basis, with all 
excess profits being returned to cooperatives which subscribe to it. 

The Illinois REA News can be only what you want it to be. The future 
of this publication is entirely up to you. because it can go just as far as you 
want it to and become only as strong as you will let it become. 

Published as it is in the interest of the REA program, it is planned to 
bring to all members news of their individual activities along with national 
and state items of importance to each member of each cooperative in Illi¬ 
nois. It wilt carry a number of features and photographs of interest to aH 
REA members in a way which has not been possible in the past through 
mimeographed bulletins distributed by the various cooperatives. 

Several REA cooperatives have already subscribed to the Illinois REA 
News . . . and now that they have pioneered in the field, it is hoped that 
others will follow. 

Indications are that the subscription list will grow with each succeeding 
issue as various cooperatives work out their individual problems in order 
that they may be able to bring to their members state, national and local 
netqs in a manner which is not now possible through mimeographed papers, 
limited as they are as to space and facilities. 

The cost is small and the benefits are large. Such a paper as this can 
become a point around which each REA cooperative can rally in a state¬ 
wide effort to promote programs vital to all of us. You can, if you wish, 
make your Illinois REA News a voice of thousands of Illinois farmers—and 
such a voice can be heard in the halls of congress, in the state legislature 
and in your own communities bringing your message and expressing your 
views for the everlasting value of the REA program. 

State-wide Organization Asks For 
favorable Vote From Congressmen 

Robert C* Craig 
Resigns; Was REA 

Pioneer Leader 

Promotes Home-Aid 
Appliances; Helps 

Farmers Problems 

In an all-out move to provide farm¬ 
ers with equipment wrhich can not 
now be supplied by manufacturers, 
the Adams Electrical Cooperative at 
Camp Point is gearing its program 
toward acquainting its members with 
the advantages of home-aid appli¬ 
ances. . . 

Dean Searls, superintendent of the 
cooperative, reported that all of his 
available supply of chick brooder 
units have been" sold and that farm¬ 
ers using .them have reported ex¬ 
cellent results. Pig brooder units, also, 
have been widely distributed, with 
W. T. Scoggan of Timewell, parti¬ 
cularly, using them to good advant¬ 
age, it was said. 
. Thomas Kirkpatrick of Clayton, it 
was learned, ' exercised considerable 
ingenuity in building a battery chick 
brooder, installing heating units on 
each shelf in the brooder, thus ex¬ 
panding his production- in line with 
the food for freedom program. 

The cooperative is having a de¬ 
hydrator built according to REA speci¬ 
fications, and plans are to have it 
demonstrated at a number of meet¬ 
ings in the area by home advisers. 
The home-aid appliance will include 
a 1600-watt heating unit which will 
be thermostatically controlled. 

FARMERS COOPERATE 
Despite the slowness of the crop 

season this year, Illinois farmers 
intend to plant and cultivate a record 
crop acreage. 

Farmer Says That 
Electricity Saves 
Hiring Extra Man 

Luther Ogren, who operates the 
Hainline farm in McDonough coun¬ 
ty, considers electricity a virtual 
necessity to farmers, particularly dur¬ 
ing the present wartime era when the 
labor shortage problem is so acute. 

“If my farm wasn’t wired and I 
was unable to use all the electrical 
appliances I have to help with the 
farm work, I would have to hire an¬ 
other man,” Mr. Ogren said. _ 

The Hainline farm buildings,' con¬ 
structed and wired ~ to provide the 
utmost in efficiency and safety by 'he 
late Andrew L. Hainline, former mo¬ 
tion picture theater chain operator, 
typify the spirit of progressive farm¬ 
ing. All of the wires are encased in 
metal tubes to prevent the danger of 
fire. The combined large corn rib and 
small grain storage shed is a model 
of what every farmer might wish to 
have on that day when he can make 
every improvement on his farm that 
he has long dreamed of. 

Mr. Ogren is a believer in helping 
your neighbor. Last year after he 
and his wife, together with the hired 
man and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. Har¬ 
ry Parrish, had cribbed 1500 bushels 
of their own corn, they joined in 
helping pick 6000 bushels of corn 
for neighboring farmers. 

As far as the cost of electricity is 
concerned, Mr, Ogren says it is the 
"cheapest source of power” he 
knows of. 

ROBERT C. CRAIG 

Robert C. Craig, deputy adminis¬ 
trator of the Rural Electrification Ad¬ 
ministration and one of the nation’s 
pioneer REA leaders, has resigned, 
it is announced by the NRECA office 
in Washington. Mr. Craig will con¬ 
tinue ' in government work in South 
America. 

In one of his last articles in. the 
interests of REA, published in the 
Rural Electrification News, Mr. Craig 
said: 

Most sound thinking economists 
agree that debt payments are advis¬ 
able under today’s conditions. Paying 
debts contracted in past years, out of 
present day incomes, is sound busi¬ 
ness both for the payer of the debt i 
.and for the .nation. 

Debt payments help to beat back 
inflation. 

And when the United States Gov¬ 
ernment is the recipient of the debt 
payment, there’s a double national 
benefit. Every dollar paid back to the 
Treasury today on past loans is an¬ 
other dollar that won’t have to be. 
raised out of increased taxes. 

For these reasons, REA’s borrowers 
are urged to reduce their Federal in¬ 
debtedness as quickly as sound oper¬ 
ating practices permit. 

Today, in relation to general price 
levels/the' dollar is low in value. Con- 
sider these facts: 

An REA debt of $10,000 contracted 
in November, 1938, represented the 
equivalent of about 25,000 bushels of 
corn. Farmers would have had to sell 
that much corn to receive $10,000. 
Today the picture has changed. That 
same $10,000 debt that represented 
25,000 bushels of corn in November, 
1938,. can now be paid back by sell¬ 
ing only about 10,000 bus'hels of corn. 

After the war the situation may 
shift back again. It may take a lot 
more corn or cotton, milk or poultry 
to pay off old debts than it does to¬ 
day. That’s why this is a good time 
to reduce old debts as much as pos¬ 
sible. 

And here’s one more point to con¬ 
sider. By reducing long-term indebted¬ 
ness now you substantially reduce 

(Turn To Page Four) 

With congress moving at top speed 
on its economy program, cutting off 
or paring down expenses in connec¬ 
tion with the various departments and 
activities of the government, REA 
stands today in the enviable position 
of having the greater share of it* 
proposed appropriations approved for 
the coming year by the house of 
representatives. 

Final passage of the bill, which 
grants REA $2,258,000 for adminis¬ 
trative purposes and $20,000,000 for 
loans, appears favorable. The vot* 
on the measure—presented in con¬ 
nection with the appropriation ordin¬ 
ance for the United States depart¬ 
ment of agriculture—was 229 in favor 
of the bill and 90 against it. A total 
of 114 representatives did not vote. 

Prior to presentation of the bill 
in the house, telegrams were sent to 
all Illinois representatives from the 
state office of the Association of Il¬ 
linois Electric Cooperatives that the 
ordinance be considered favorably. 

Members Represented 
The telegrams, sent in the name of 

the collective thousands of REA mem¬ 
bers. in Illinois, brought immediate 
response, all representatives replying 
that they would lend their support to 
the measure. 

The favorable vote on the measure, 
indicates, state officers said, what 
can be accomplished by concerted 
action on the part of all REA mem¬ 
bers in Illinois. Working as a unit, 
rather than as individual cooperatives, 
state vide REA forces, can bring to 
the attention of government officials 
the needs and problem,* of the-, REA 
program and can, through its hug« 
membership, impress community, state 
and national governmental bodies 
with its strength of purpose and its 
desire to work cooperatively, it was 
.said. 

Foremost in the ranks of those 
who have fought untiringly to bring 
about passage of the REA appropria¬ 
tions bill thus far-are John Rankin, 
democratic congressman from Mis¬ 
sissippi, and Clyde Ellis, executive 
secretary of the National Rural Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative. 

Cooperatives Will 
Develop Rapidly 
After War: Babson 

According to the Cooperative 
League News Service of New 
York, Roger Babson, noted busi¬ 
ness analyst, predicts a rapid 
growth of cooperative production 
and distribution at the close of the 
war and points to present acceler¬ 
ation of co-op growth during the 
war as substantial evidence of the 
continued vitality of the coopera¬ 
tives. 

The Babson news letter for 
April 26 includes in its forecasts 
the following: "Cooperative pro¬ 
duction and distribution continue 
to grow even under war-restricted 
economy. Look for rapid develop¬ 
ment of cooperatives after the war 
along lines that may bring pro¬ 
ducer and consumer closer together 
than ever before.” 
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Illinois REA News—Volume 19 Number 1 by Ellis 

General Dwight D. Eisen¬ 
hower, supreme commander of 
allied troops in the African 
area, recently expressed in one 
word the reason for the suc¬ 
cess of American, British and 
French troops in operations 
against the Axis in Tunisia. 

That word was UNITY. 
Without unity, the various ele¬ 
ments in the attacking force 
would have scattered their 
power, the air forces of the 
allied nations would have gone 
on bombing missions without 
knowing if they were helping 
or hindering the ground troops. 
In fact, in the early days of 
the Tunisian campaign there 
were stories of allied planes 
which strafed allied troops be¬ 
cause they weren’t quite sure 
which side was which. 

Out of chaos, General Eisen¬ 
hower and his deputy com¬ 
manders brought UNITY and 
out of UNITY there sprang a 
coordinated attack which 
crushed everything in its path. 

Unity of purpose and a 
driving coordinated force is 
what REA cooperatives in 
Illinois should strive for if they 
wish to achieve their aims in 
the REA program. Individual¬ 
ly, cooperatives can figkr only 
local actions without much 
hope of winning the battle— 
but collectively they can gain 
whatever objectives they hope 
to attain. This is the aim of 
your state-wide organization, 
to form all individual coopera¬ 
tives into a strong well-co¬ 
ordinated unit which can hit 
a decisive punch when it is 
needed rather than jab ineffec¬ 
tually as individual units. 

The REA has faced and 
overcome many problems in 
the past and some obstacles 
loom ahead. Only through 
united action can we gain ulti¬ 
mate success. 

1?i 

The need of continuing in 
Illinois an effective safety pro¬ 
gram is shown in figures re¬ 
leased a short time ago con¬ 
cerning the nation's accident 
rate. 

So far this year the alarming 
total of 93,0Q0 persons have 
either been killed or seriously 
injured in accidents."This figure 
is more than our total losses 
in the present war up to the 
final days of the Tunisian cam¬ 
paign. 

If safety . programs are to 
lapse, we will suffer individu¬ 
ally and collectively. Constant 
instruction in handling wiring 
jobs is essential to hold in 
check the bugaboo of injury. 

First aid programs which the 
REA promoted have aided ma¬ 
terially in preparing members 
and executives to deal quickly 
and efficiently with minor in- 

Forty Per Cent of 
Men Who Left The 

Farms Are In Army 

On the basis of a study made by 
the U. S. Department of Agricul¬ 
ture for the period up to Septem¬ 
ber 1, 1942, slightly over 40 per 
cent of the 1,329,000 men who left 
the nation's farms went into the 
armed forces. 

Of this group, 393,000 men were 
Irafted, and 143,000 farm boys and 
nen enlisted. The number of men 
who enlisted amounted to 10.5 per 
:ent, while the percentage of farm 
nen drafted amounted to 29.5 per 
cent of the total. 

The remainder of the men who 
left farms was broken down as 
follows: 614,000 took non-farm 
jobs and moved away from the 
farm, and 179,000 men took farm 
jobs, but still lived on the farms. 

Of the 1,329,000 who left the 
farms, 270,000 were operators or 
managers of farms. 

Developments since September 
1942 indicate that the farm labor 
problem is even more acute be- 
rause of men leaving for the serv¬ 
ice, or taking non-farm jobs. 

juries caused by accidents. 
How many lives have been 
saved through the state-wide 
first aid and safety programs 
is difficult to say, but it is safe 
to state that through such edu¬ 
cational and preventive meas¬ 
ures accidents on the farm and 
among REA personnel have 
been cut to a minimum. 

Along with the many -other 
benefits which REA has 
brought to its members is the 
element of resourcefulness. 
With farm equipment severely 
rationed, the problem of assist¬ 
ing farmers has fallen on the 
shoulders of cooperatives and 
has been met in many ways. 

Particularly is this true 
through the promotion of home 
aid appliances. Plans have been 
provided thousands of REA 
members through their coop¬ 
erative offices for the manu¬ 
facture of appliances from 
easily obtainable materials. 

As a result of this movement, 
homemade chick and pig brood¬ 
ers, dehydraters and other de¬ 
vices have appeared in increas¬ 
ing numbers on Illinois farms. 
Unable to get the manufactur¬ 
ed variety of appliances, farm¬ 
ers have come to their REA 
offices and have obtained spec¬ 
ifications which have enabled 
them to exercise their ingenuity 
and fill in the gaps brought a- 
bout by a shortage of articles 
normally supplied them by 
their community merchants. 

Far from arousing resent¬ 
ment on the part of manufact¬ 
urers by their homemade ap¬ 
pliances, farmers have merited 
their best wishes because the 
manufacturers are flooded with 
war contracts and unable to 
supply the needs of their cust¬ 
omers. 

The steady stream of appli¬ 
cations for electrical extensions 
proves that some farmers, who 

at first were hesitant about 
benefits to be derived from 
electricity, are literally “see¬ 
ing the light." 

For several years, some farm 
residents fought the REA; re¬ 
fused to have power poles on 
their premises; objected to 
wires in the barnyard; thought 
that wiring activities would 
ruin their buildings. It has 
taken time to prove that elec¬ 
tricity can make farm work 
easier, but progress has been 
made—and is being made. No 
better proof of this statement 
can be found than in the flood 
of work orders which are cros¬ 
sing REA managers’ desks on 
their way to national head¬ 
quarters at St. Louis for final 
approval. 

& 

Jesse Jones lends sixty-eight 
million dollars to the Aluminum 
Corporation. . 

Here is a brief statement 
which holds little meaning to 
the average reader, or is he 
even startled by the amount of 
the loan. We have grown so 
accustomed to reading finan¬ 
cial appropriations in terms of 
millions and billions that we 
give no more thought to them 
than to the price of a dozen 
eggs—or as much. 

But in this brief statement 
we find a startling revelation, 
reported by the Washington 
Merry-Go-Round, on April 
9th. According to his syndi¬ 
cated column, Mr. Paul J. Rav¬ 
er, head of the government’s 
huge Bonneville Dam, was be¬ 
fore the house appropriations 
subcommittee when he was 
asked what he thought of the 
loan. He replied: 

“I don't think it sounds very good 
foe the authorities here, who are de¬ 
nying materials to power plants in 
the Northwest (Bonneville and Grand 
Coulee), and at the same time are 
sending stuff to Canada, Bonneville 
and Grand Coulee supply the pow¬ 

er for about one-third of our alum¬ 
inum production, but they are not 
operating at full capacity because 
they lack equipment and can’t get 
alumina (refined ore). When9 the 
Canadian plant was being built, we 
were told that we couldn’t go ahead 
with full production because of the 
shortage of critical materials. We 
have been operating Bonneville on a 
shoestring. We can’t get fire hy¬ 
drants and other materials necessary 
to protect the plant.” 

Rep. Jed. Johnson of Okla¬ 
homa, chairman of the sub¬ 
committee, continued: 

“I can think of worse things to 
say. Here we are closing down pow¬ 
er projects and reclamation projects 
in the United States and at the same 
time $68,000,000 of the taxpayers’ 
money is going to build a plant for 
the Aluminum Corp. in the wilds of 
Canada, without interest. I’m shock¬ 
ed and amazed. As a post-war pro¬ 
position, the Aluminum Corp. will 
have a great plant in Canada employ¬ 
ing thousands of people financed by 
the United States taxpayers.” 

And Rep. James M. Fitzpat¬ 
rick of New York added: 

’It may be possible that the Alum¬ 
inum Corp. doesn’t want any sur¬ 
plus power in this country because it 
would interfere with the power trust.” 

Rep. Johnson concluded: 
‘I've heard that they’re using 

aluminum to make chairs in Canada, 
though we can’t get enough of it for 
war needs in the Unked States. I’m 
shocked by what I have read about 
this loan Mr. Jones made and I think 
this committee should find out who’s 
to blame for it. Unless someone 
gives a good reason for it. I’m going 
to raise some cain. I think this com¬ 
mittee should get at the facts.” ' 

We realize that all of this 
would be more or less foreign 
to the average reader unless he 
could localize the condition, 
and fit its effect into the pic¬ 
ture here at home. 

Approximately thirty thous¬ 
and farmers in Wisconsin, 
Iowa and Minnesota are de¬ 

pending upon Dairyland Row- ® 
er Cooperative for their elec¬ 
tric service. For over a year 
the management of Dairyland 
has been attempting to secure 
a few hundred dollars worth 
of fittings, needed to connect 
a third boiler into the generat¬ 
ing facilities of the plant at 
Genoa. These fittings would 
add to the assurance of unin- ^ 
terrupted power, but they have * 
not been made available be¬ 
cause critical materials were 
needed for our war effort. At 
the same time, critical mater¬ 
ials are going into the construc¬ 
tion of a gigantic power plant 
in Canada, to produce alumi¬ 
num, while our own produc¬ 
tion is being curtailed for the 
want of those same materials. 
The entire rural electrification '% 
program, as well, is being cur¬ 
tailed for the same reason, and 
our own food production pro¬ 
gram is being threatened. 

Another thought comes from 
this huge loan to the Aluminum 
Corporation, without interest, 
and its repayment doubtful. 
We all remember the cry that 
went up from the conservative ^ 
bloc when the Rural Electrifi- ™ 
cation Act was enacted by Con¬ 
gress in 1936. The Act pro¬ 
vided for an appropriation of 
forty million dollars a year, 
over a period of ten years, 
which money was to be loaned 
to REA cooperatives for the 
construction of power lines in¬ 
to the rural areas of our coun¬ 
try. There was no “deal" ^ 
made between the Reconstruc- W 
tion Finance Corporation ahd 
the Rural Electrification Ad¬ 
ministration that these funds 
were not to be repaid, in case 
something went wrong. Inter¬ 
est was to be charged on the 
loans at a fluctuating rate, de¬ 
pending upon the rate paid by 
the government, which has 
never been below 2.46 per cent. ^ 
The conservatives began the ^ 
cry that it was money wasted, 
that the funds would never be 
repaid, that the whole program 
would collapse. The answer 
to that ballyhoo appears else¬ 
where in this issue. REA is 
paying out, principal and inter¬ 
est, ahead of schedule; and 
REA is contributing to our war 
program, through its direct ag- _ 
ricultural application, along • 
with labor and industry. 

Because of the recognized 
(Turn to Page Four) 
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Offices of Menard Electric Cooperative Will Also 
Serve as Editorial Headquarters For REA News 

Shown above are the office and staff of the Menard Electric Cooperative at Petersburg, 
Here also are located the offices of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives and the 
Illinois REA News. 

It was decided to locate the offices of the Illinois REA News in the headquarters of the 
state-wide coordinator in order to be "on the spot" where developments of interest to Illinois 
REA members "break" first. National as well as state news come to the desk of the state- 

day and here it can be assembled and edited for the benefit of all co- wide coordinator 
operatives. 

One of the largest and most attractive of cooperative offices in Illinois, Menard’s head¬ 
quarters are located in what at one time was a large garage. The cooperative completely 
redecorated and refurnished the building when the garage went out of business and moved 
into the 1-story brick and concrete structure in April, 1942. 

Menard Cooperative Truck Fleet says that applications for new ex¬ 
tensions are coming in satisfactorily. 
Since moving into new quarters, Mr. 
Parsons has been assisted by a book¬ 
keeper, Miss Gale Teeters. For sev¬ 
eral years, however, Mr. Parsons was 
a jack of all trades, doing the book¬ 
keeping work, acting as manager and 
doing all the line work for the co¬ 
operative, which was one of the 
first, if not the first, to have its lines 
energized in the state. 

Coordinator 

i 

Does Electricity 
Aid Farmers? Just 
Read This Letter 

Menard Electric cooperative’s fleet of trucks is shown above lined up 
in front of the cooperative office. Facilities of the former garage, including 
a pneumatic hoist for greasing and changing oil, remained almost intact 
when the cooperative moved into the building. Consequently, trucks can 
be serviced indoors in cold or rainy weather. One section of the former 
service department of the garage building has been partitioned off and is 
used for a storeroom by the cooperative. 

Here ’n t tiere 
in ILLIIIOIS 

BY RUSSELL GINGLES 

Capt. Stanley Boyle, son of Mr, 
and Mrs. L. F. Boyle of McNab, 
is now stationed with an army engin¬ 
eering unit in India. Captain Boyle, 
whose father is president of the Il¬ 
linois Valley Electric cooperative, 
was graduated from the University 
of Illinois college of engineering, and 
before entering service was in the 
engineering department of Dupont’s 
larger rayon plant near Dunbar, W. 
Va. 

Mr. Boyle said that his son traveled 
two months on water and land before 
reaching his present destination. Cap¬ 
tain Boyle entered the service as a 
first lieutenant, having taken R.O.T.C. 
training at the University of Illinois. 
Recently the Boyles were surprised 
with a visit from their son’s wife and 
11-month-old daughter. It was the 
first time they had seen their son’s 
daughter. 

In service since January, 1941, 
Captain Boyle is specializing in radio 
and photography and enjoys his fre¬ 
quent long airplane flights and writes 
home of the strange customs prevail¬ 
ing among people in India, Mr. Boyle 
says. 

night than Macomb, home of the Mc¬ 
Donough Power cooperative. Macomb 
is only a short distance from Camp 
Ellis, which was opened only a short 
time ago, and, when the soldiers 
come to town for a week end, the 
civilians just turn the place over to 
them and wait until Monday morning 
to resume a semblance of normal life. 
As Ray Grigsby, manager of the 
cooperative says, “If I were to drive 
my car out of the garage on a 
week end, I’d have to head north 
out of town, park the car and then 
walk back to the business district.” 

L. C. Marvel, superintendent of 
the Western Illinois Electric cooper¬ 
ative at Carthage, like other REA 
executives, is busy with new con¬ 
nections and estimates that more than 
a mile of steel wire has already 
been strung by his cooperatives in 
bringing electricity to new consumers 
in recent days. At the time we called 
in Carthage, thirty-five applications 
had been approved and additional 
applicants were waiting their turn 
to have their applications acted upon. 

Despite a driving rain, which prac¬ 
tically cleared the streets of Prince¬ 
ton of all pedestrians and traffic, 
John H. Wolfe, superintendent of 
the Illinois Valley Electric coopera¬ 
tive, was out “on the line.” Brav¬ 
ing the downpour, which must have 
soaked through whatever protection 
he had against the rain, Mr. Wolfe 
was letting nothing stand in his 
way to complete his survey of pros¬ 
pective connections. 

There probably is no more crowd¬ 
ed city in the state on a Saturday 

Walter Parsons, whose cooperative 
at Geneseo, has been operated as 
almost a "1-man proposition” since 
the lines were energized in 1936, 

Pointing the way to members who 
have a few spare moments to make 
their own appliances, Dean Searls, 
superintendent of Adams Electrical 
cooperative at Camp Point, spoke 
of a power saw he had rigged up 
to cut up logs for fire wood. A heavy 
storm had swept through the Camp 
Point area and city officials had of¬ 
fered the heavy tree limbs, blown 
down by the high wind, to anyone 
who would haul them away. Mr. 
Searls accepted with pleasure; spent 
some time fashioning a power saw 
and enjoyed a bright, roaring wood 
fire as a result of his work and 
ingenuity. 

A. E. BECKER 

A. E. Becker, genial manager of 
the Menard Electric cooperative, is 
also coordinator of the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives. Busy 
with REA activities, he still is able 
to squeeze in a few evenings during 
the week to head his community's 
various wartime organizations. 

Sciota, a small village near which 
G. Wayne Welsh, president of the 
Association of Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operatives, lives has a 1-man Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce. As we asked the 
way to the progressive little' town, 
a farm lad standing nearby, pointed 
to the rolling farm land in the dis¬ 
tance and said: “Just take that turn 
to the left and keep going—you can’t 
miss Sciota.” And we didn’t. 

Showing a spirit of cooperation 
and interest in other REA organiza¬ 
tions, Mr. Welsh and A. E. Becker, 
coordinator of the Illinois state-wide, 
attended the annual meeting of the 
Indiana REA cooperatives on April 
13. 

Appropriate ceremonies this month 
marked the opening of a new sub¬ 
station for the Southeastern Illinois 

Electric cooperative at Harrisburg. 
A. F. Lentz is superintendent of 
the cooperative. 

Prepared as it was at the tail-end 
of the gasoline ration period, this 
column as well as the entire news¬ 
paper, suffered through the inability 
of your editor to cover as much 
territory as he will hereafter. Based 
on conversation with the managers 
visited, letters, telephone calls, tele¬ 
grams and scraps of information gath¬ 
ered here and there it is able to 
give only a token of the news cover¬ 
age which will be yours in the fu¬ 
ture. 

June 30 Deadline 
For Work Orders 

Applications for electric extensions 
for farmers in Illinois are being ap¬ 
proved so rapidly by county war 
boards and the national REA office 
that a number of cooperatives in the 
state have employed contracting firms 
to work with linemen in completing 
the work as quickly as possible. 

Cooperatives are reminded that all 
work orders for extensions must be in 

The prize winning letter in a con¬ 
test conducted by the Western Illi¬ 
nois Electrical cooperative to deter¬ 
mine how electricity aids in increas¬ 
ing food production was written by 
Mrs. V. M. Lovitt of LaHarpe, it is 

i announced by L. C. Marvel, super- 
i intendent. Her reward for winning 
; the contest was a month’s free eleo« 
f 
. trie service. 

The letter follows: 
J “Last spring the government asked 
I for more chickens and eggs, so wc 
j bought a new brooder house and elec- 
| trie brooder; selected the breed of 
■ chick that grew fast and were record 
layers. On the 30th of March, wc 
put 300 chicks in the brooder house 
and only lost four out of the 300. On 

! the 19th of August, I got my first 
pullet egg. Every one said they 
are starting to lay too early and won’t 
last through the Winter.' We start¬ 
ed then making plans for a new chick¬ 
en house and ordered our lumber, but 
due to the shortage of help we could 
not get a carpenter so did not get the 
house finished until December 23 
They were still being housed in the 
brooder house and were overcrowd 
ed, weather cold and snow every- 4 

where, they had practically quit lay- 
ing. 

“But the first day after being put 
in the new house, they layed 15 eggs, 
the next day more, and have in 
creased daily up to 122 now. Up to 
date, in January, I have gathered 1,- 
806 eggs from about 170 hens. This 
could not have been done without the 
help of electricity. We had the house 
wired and installed a time clock. The 
hens get up an-1 start their day at 4 
o’clock, then the lights go off at 8 
A. M. They come on again at 5:30 
P. M. and off again at 8 P. M. We 
also have an electric waterer which 
keeps the water at an even tempera¬ 
ture. 

"You never hear the hens com¬ 
plain; they just eat and sing. 

"Looks like there would be a de¬ 
mand for chickens this year with the 
meat rationed. And the farmer’s wife 
will be doing her share with the help 
of electricity.” 

national REA headquarters in St. 
Louis by June 30, although actual 
construction of the lines will continue 
far beyond that date. 

. * 
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EDITORIAL 
[From Page Two) 

tontribution which REA is 
making to our food production 
program, the attack against its 
expansion has taken on a new 
complexion. The private utili¬ 
ty interests of our country have 
taken a different approach to 
their intention of emasculating 
the public power program. 
They have not been too suc¬ 
cessful in breaking down the 
public’s acceptance of the REA 
program, and with agriculture 
contributing so much to the war 
effort at the present time, they 
are finding their job more diffi¬ 
cult. So, their approach is 
through the conservative bloc 
in congress—cutting appropria¬ 
tions in order to halt the mo¬ 
mentum of rural electrification. 

Rural electrification suffered 
a blow only last week, under 
the guise of patriotic economy, 
when the house appropriations 
committee slashed ten million 
dollars from the estimated bud¬ 
get for loans to cooperatives 
during the coming fiscal year, 
and the committee also slashed 
$425,000 from the Administra¬ 
tion expense budget. 

It will be interesting to await 
the action of congress on the 
“economy cuts” recommended 
by the appropriation’s commit¬ 
tee. It will be interesting to 
learn how our congressmen 
feel toward the slashing of 
available funds for REA ex¬ 
pansion, and how they feel 
about the sixty-eight million 
dollar loan for the construction 
of a private power plant in 
Canada. It appears that the 
private ultility interests have 
found another way to pull the 
foundation out from under the 
rural electrification program, 
but the voting farmers of this 
nation should have something 
to say about that. 

Ten years ago, on May 18th, 
the Tennessee Valley Author¬ 
ity was created by congress— 
a New Deal baby—that has 
rode out a stormy career to em¬ 
erge a pattern for post-war re¬ 
habilitation throughout the 
world. Ten years ago Senator 
George W. Norris of Nebras¬ 
ka presented the original senate 
bill, appropriating funds for the 
development of a public power 
program throughout the Ten¬ 
nessee river valley. Created in 
the midst of the depression, the 
Tennessee Valley Act was vig¬ 
orously attacked by the pri¬ 
vate utility interests of the na¬ 
tion. One conflict followed an¬ 
other. On two occasions the 
TVA act was upheld by the 
United States supreme court. 

“Without TVA there never 
_^would have been REA,” Sena¬ 

tor Norris told delegates to the 
first annual convention of the 
National Rural Electric Coop¬ 
erative Association in St. 
Louis last January. Out of the 
Tennessee Valley Authority 
came evidence that a public 
power program was feasible. 
Today, TVA and REA have 
vindicated the convictions of 
Senator NorrL, Congressman 
Rankin, and other proponents 
of a public power program in 
this country. Today, TVA is 
generating electricity in twenty 
power dams and five steam 
plants in the Tennessee valley. 
Three more large power dams 
are nearing completion. During 
the past len years the federal 
government has appropriated 
$668,000,000 for the develop¬ 
ment of power plants and trans¬ 
mission lines in the valley. On 
last January first revenue from 
TVA amounted to $89,393,000, 
and out of these earnings $44,- 
O00,000 has been repaid to the 
government. 

Upon completion of the three 

power dams now under con¬ 
struction, TVA will produce 
over 10,000,000,000 kilowatts 
of electricity annually. At the 
present time TVA is supply¬ 
ing electric energy to 525,000 
customers, who are saving 
$10,000,000 a ye»? ttsder the 
rates charged for electricity 
prior to the development of 
public power in the valley. 
Three-fourths of TVA's entire 
generation output is now going 
into eleven major war indus¬ 
tries located in the Tennessee 
valley, with sufficient electric¬ 
ity left to supply 83 municipal¬ 
ities and 45 cooperatives. 

Centering its interest in the 
nation’s war program TVA is 
now supplying electricity for 
the production of ammonium 
nitrate, an ingredient of high 
explosives; phosphorous for 
smoke screens, incendiary 
bombs and tracer bullets; cal¬ 
cium carbide, used in the man¬ 
ufacture of synthetic rubber; 
concentrated phosphate for fer¬ 
tilizer to assure greater food 
production. The TVA dams 
along the Tennessee river and 
its tributaries also maintain 
water levels for river traffic to 
relieve railroads, with five 
times the tonnage carried by 
river traffic than was carried 
a few years ago. 

From all points of the globe 
interest has been directed to 
TVA’s public power program, 
its flood control and crop im¬ 
provement, its role in the de¬ 
velopment of natural resources. 
From Russia has already come 
a group of engineers to study 
TVA, for aid in designing gen¬ 
erating equipment, not only for 
post-war rehabilitation but for 
use in its present fight against 
Germany. Scotland, England, 
Poland, Sweden and nearly 
every South American country 
have sent ambassadors, en¬ 
gineers, and public health of¬ 
ficials into the valley to study 
TVA and the contributions it 
has made to the health and 
welfare of urban and rural 
people alike. 

Yes, ten years ago TVA 
loomed as a parasite to the 
government’s treasury. It was 
bitterly opposed by a reaction¬ 
ary press and the representa¬ 
tives of the private power in¬ 
terests in congress. It has 
weathered the storm of protest 
and now presents itself to the 
world as a pattern for a richer, 
life to the people of all coun¬ 
tries. 

President Tate 
Well Qualified 
For NRECA Post 

State-wide interest in the National 
Rural Electric Cooperativ# Associa¬ 
tion gives reason for the following 
biographical sketch of President Steve 
C. Tate, reprinted from the recent 
NRECA bulletin: 

pointed chairman of the Georgia State 
Highway Commission and his appoint¬ 
ment is unique in Georgia politics in 
that he is the second member of the 
Tate family to hold this high position. 
His uncle, the late Sam Tate, having 
been appointed chairman in 1929 by 
the late Governor L. G. Hardman. 
From 1930 to 1933 Steve Tate was 
assistant to the Chairman and Chief 
Engineer of the state highway board. 
He was elected state senator in 1933 
from the 41st Senatorial district and 
served two years. He was a member 
of the New York World Fair Com¬ 
mission, representing the State of 
Georgia, and is now a member of his 
county board of tax assessors, county 
chairman of the Petroleum Industries 
Committee and chairman of the Pick¬ 
ens County forest fire unit. 

Steve Tate was born in Tate, Geor¬ 
gia. He attended Baylor School in 
Chattanooga, Tenn.; the Gulf Coast 
Military Academy, Gulfport, Miss.; 
Roxberry School, Cheshire, Conn.; 
Emory University at Atlanta, and the 
University of Georgia, at Athens. His 
marriage 12 years ago to Miss Lucille 
Manson, a native of New Orleans, 
grew out of a school day romance 
which started when they both were 
in school at Gulfport. Mrs. Tate is 
a lover of flowers and of horses. After 
long hours of strenuous work, Steve 
finds recreation in hunting and fishing, 
and he is also an aviation enthusiast. 
He is a steward and trustee of the 
Methodist Church. 

SHORT CIRCUITS 
Around the Home 

By EDNA RITTER 

Craig Resigns— 
(From Pag*. One) 

your interest payments in the years 
to come. You also advance the day 
when your system will have retired 
its Federal indebtedness and your 
members may expect their electric 
costs reduced to a minimum. 

Rural electric systems financed by 
the REA represent sound government 
investments. They have justified the 
government’s wisdom in aiding them 
by a financial record which shows 
that they are paying off their loans 
to the nation about 30 per cent ahead 
of schedule. More than 267 of REA s 
861 borrowers have now' reached a 
point where, if their revenues are 
.maintained, they will be able to meet 
their maximum debt and interest 
charges as they fall due. 

By continuing to make debt prepay¬ 
ments as fast as practical, they evi¬ 
dence sound financial management and 
a high spirit of patriotic endeavor. 

—Rural Electrification News 

Poultry investigators at the Wis¬ 
consin College of Agriculture have 
found that vitamin D powder can be 
used to replace fish oils for poultry. 

All important cheese producing 
areas of the country continue to show' 
a sharply low’er output than they 
did a year ago. Declines range from 
16 per cent in Wisconsin to 56 per 
cent in the North and South Atlantic 
states. 

Bringing to the National Rural Elec- \ 
trie Cooperative Association a career 
of diversified business experience, 
coupled with unbounded energy and 
a wide interest in public affairs, espe¬ 
cially in matters relating to the farm¬ 
ers, Steve C. Tate, of Tate, Georgia, 
President and Chairman of your Board 
of Directors, as well as Director of 
Region No. 2, is credited in great 
measure for the success of your Na¬ 
tional Association. Executives of im¬ 
portant posts throughout the country 
have marveled at his seemingly un¬ 
limited capacity for hard work. 
Ownership and operation of 10,000 
acres of farm and woodland, which 
includes 11 farm units; supervision of 
The Southern Store, Inc., Marble Hill, 
Ga., a general merchandise enterprise 
in which he owms a half interest; large 
holdings in the Georgia Marble Com- 
paiiy, at Tate, and for which he is 
lessee and one-ninth owner in the 
marble deposits from which the com¬ 
pany derives is products; ownership 
of Reeves Motor Company, at Jasper, 
handling distribution of leading makes 
of automobiles; distributor of The 
Texas Company products in six coun¬ 
ties in Georgia and one county in Ten¬ 
nessee, and controlling a large insur¬ 
ance agency, these are the bread and 
butter” activities of Steve Tate. His 
real happiness, how’ever, is derived 
from his w'ork for the rural coopera¬ 
tives. 

Steve Tate has been president and 
chairman of the Board of Directors 
of your National Association since its 
organization in March, 1942. He is 
president and chairman of the Board 
of the Amicalola Electric Membership 
Cooperative, at Jasper, which dis¬ 
tributes electric energy to 1,500 farm¬ 
ers located in four counties in North- 
Central Georgia. Also, he is president 
of the Georgia Rural Power Reserve 
Electric Membership Cooperative, at 
Atlanta. It is incorporated at $3,750.- 
000 and represents by membership 35 
rural electric cooperatives located 
throughout the State of Georgia. This 
cooperative was organized for the 
purpose of generating and transmitting 
electric energy to the 35 co-ops and 
through them to 60,000 farmer mem¬ 
bers (consumers). In the last year 
Mr. Tate has traveled 60,000 miles 
in 30 states in the interest of your 
National Association, addressing au¬ 
diences ranging from 200 to 4,000 in 
size. He is president of the Rural 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company and 
the Rural Mutual Casualty Insurance 
Company, formed by NRECA to in¬ 
sure the operations and liabilities of 
the 800 rural electric cooperatives lo¬ 
cated in 45 states and which last year 
paid $800,000 in premiums to their 
400 stock and mutual companies. 

Stev* Tate has recently been ap- 

Safety Work In 
State Attracts 
Wide Attention 

I attended the Sunrise Service at 
Soldiers Field on Easter Morning. 
No one seemed to mind because I 
W'ore a faded shirt and patched over¬ 
alls, though thousands of people 
were there. As I listened to the ever 
new' story of Christ’s Resurrection, * 
couldn’t help but think what a better 
place this world would be if every 
one attending Sunday services 
throughout the year could be as ob¬ 
livious of the attire of others as these 
people \ ere of me. Maybe they 
w'ould be if they, too, were hearing 
the sermon by radio. 

Articles of clothing already infest-* 
ed with moths may best be freed by 
placing them in a tight box and fumi¬ 
gating with carbon bisulphide at the 
rate of one pound to each 100 feet 
of space to be fumigated. Chambers 
states. 

A discarded china doorknob makes 
a fine paperweight A pencil can be 
inserted in the opening. 

The progress of the Illinois R.E.A 
Safety and Job Training program j 
for employees of Illinois R.E.A. co¬ 
operatives has attracted attention 
from both neighboring states and the 
Rural Electrification administration. 

Among the first to pioneer this 
program for R.E.A. employees, the 
Illinois R.E.A. Safety and Job Train¬ 
ing committee has with the coopera¬ 
tion of the State of Illinois Depart¬ 
ment of Vocational Education and 
the University of Illinois College of 
Agriculture built an educational and 
practical program for everyone con¬ 
nected with R.E.A. cooperatives in 
Illinois. 

When the program was first or¬ 
ganized in July, 1941, only five Illin¬ 
ois R.E.A. employees held American 
Red Cross Standard First Aid certi¬ 
ficates. Today 225 employees have 
earned them. In the beginning only 
two employees held Advanced First 
Aid Certificates; today, 106 Illinois 
R.E.A. employees have earned their 
American Red Cross Advanced First 
Aid certificates. Thirty-eight of this 
group have earned their Instructor 
certificates and have aided in starting 
and developing many First Aid classes 
in their communities. 

Form 60 Units 
Sixty American Red Cross mobile 

units are in operation throughout 
Illinois—all from R.E.A. cooperative ( 

offices where employees have quali- j 
fied to operate these units. 

The Rural Electrification adminis¬ 
tration, safety division, gave formal 
recognition to the Illinois program 
by holding a foremans’ conference in 
St. Louis on March 8 and 9 which 
was attended by the majority of line 
foreman and superintendents con¬ 
nected with the R.E.A. systems in 
Illinois. 

Information developed during this 
meeting indicates that Illinois R.E.A. 
cooperatives have available and are 
using the best of equipment in servic¬ 
ing their power lines. Hot tong tools 
and equipment owned by the coopera¬ 
tives is among the best in use. 

A recent request from the R.E.A. 
safety division has been to hold a 
special demonstration of hot tong 
tools and equipment at Greenville on 
June 8 and 9. This demonstration 
to be held on the system of Illinois 
46—Madison will be for the purpose 
of demonstrating the use of this 
type of equipment to a group of 
South American engineers that are 
visiting R.E A. systems in the United 
States, 

If you have some picture frames 
lying in the attic, hunt the up and 
convert them into attractive trays. 
Make a bottom of plywood and 
place a picture, crumpled cellophane 
or crepe paper or whatever suits your 
taste between the bottom and the 
glass. Glue a small round of- felt 
(cut fron an old hat) on each cor¬ 
ner to prevent marring varnished 
surfaces. On each end attach two 
small plastic handles, which can be 
purchase? at any dime sto^e. If tn* 
varnish on the frame is poor, sand¬ 
paper and then apply a bright enam¬ 
el before placing the glass in. These 
make fine gifts 

THINGS WOMEN REALLY 

BELIEVE 

That if she only had the clothe* 
she could look every bit as wrell as 
a movie jstar. 

That she alone is really capable of 
choosing her husband’s neckties. 

That she has a flair for interior de¬ 
corating. 

Wartime Economy 
Calls For Riddance 

of Clothes Moth 

Good wartime economy calls for 
a systematic riddance of the clothe* 
moth from the list of unnecessary 
household expenses, the state depart¬ 
ment of agriculture suggests, 

Unless precautions against moth in¬ 
jury are taken, woolen clothing, fur 
coats, and other materials difficult to 
replace, may be damaged if left un¬ 
disturbed during the coming summer 
months in such places as attics, 
trunks and cupboards, the department 
cautions. 

E. L. Chambers, noted entomologist, 
recommends that articles subject lo 
moth injury be thoroughly brushed or 
beaten in strong sunlight, allow'ed to 
remain in the sun for several hours, 
and then placed in well-made trunks 
or chests with tight-fitting lids, in 
cotton or paper bags, or in card¬ 
board boxes sealed with paper strips. 

One pound of fresh napthalene 
flakes or a similar quantity of para- 
dichlorobenzine scattered among the 
garments in an ordinary-sized trunk 
assures perfect protection from mosh 
injury. Chambers says. Sunlight kills 
the eggs and larvae of the moths 
and the chemical treatment serves as 
a repellent against reinfestation. 

Damage is caused by feeding ac¬ 
tivities of the larvae or caterpillars 
of the insect and not by the winged 
moth itself whose principal function 
is to locate favorable feeding places 
for depositing the eggs from which 
the larvae develop. When clothes 
moths are seen flying in the house it 
is advisable to promptly try to dis¬ 
cover and remove die source of tfc* 
infestation, he adds. 
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Change Is Made In Source Of Power 
Used By REA Cooperative In Illinois 

Less Cause Jo Fight Than Ever Before feif. Cllii Mobile Units of 
Jo-Carroll Co-op 
Are Discontinued 

The mobile generating units which 
supplied power for consumers on the 
REA line of the Jo-Carroll Electric 
Cooperative, Inc., since the system 
was energized on May 15, 1940, have 
been discontinued and power is now 
purchased by the cooperative at 
wholesale rates from the Interstate 
Light and Power company at Galena. 

The generating units, first of their 
kind in the United States, were a 
source of curiosity for hundreds of 
tourists who passed them on Route 
20, near Elizabeth, where offices of 
the cooperative are located. Until 
the war started, the units were vis- 
'ted by scores of persons each day, 
but this practice was discontinued and 
a fence erected around the plant when 
the United States entered the current 
world conflict. 

The cooperative had originally 
planned to purchase power from the 
Dairyland Power cooperative, which 
operates a steam generating plant at 
Genoa, Wis., when the Jo-Carroll 
system was launched. However, be¬ 
fore plans could be completed it was 
evident that the Jo-Carroll electric 
lines would be constructed and ready 
to be energized long before the Genoa 
plant was able to serve the system. 

It was necessary for the coopera¬ 
tive to search for another source of 
power to be used in the meantime, 
and, consequently, purchased two 
mobile generating units. Within a year 
the consumption of electricity by co¬ 
operative members had increased to 
such an extent that it was neces¬ 
sary to increase the capacity of the 
generating plant and a third unit wras 
added. 

Operate Continuously 
Although the use of the mobile units 

was intended as merely temporarily, 
war conditions made it impossible to 
affect a connection with the Genoa 
generating plant and the units—in¬ 
stead of operating six or eight months 
as was originally intended—were 
used continuously until the source of 
power was changed last March. 

Through the operating experience 
of the cooperative, many improve¬ 
ments have been made by manufactur¬ 
ers and fuel suppliers in the type of 
equipment. 

To Clyde Mizell, who was em¬ 

ployed by the cooperative as* opera¬ 
tor of the plant and who is now 
engaged in*overhauling the units, goes 
the credit for such successful operation 
of the plant, according to F. I. 
Ruble, manager of the cooperative. 
Mr. Mizell, who soon may be called 
for military service, is an expert me¬ 
chanic in addition to being a very 
capable operator. 

Mr. Mizell (“Slim" to his friends, 
whom he manages to take down the 
line regularly on frequent bowling 
expeditions) is as wTell known to the 
hundreds of passing motorists as the 
units he has taken care of for so 
long. "Slim" is in on most of the 
activities of consumers on the line, 
without them knowing it. 

He knows when the Jones family 
is doing the washing; when the Reads 
have started using their refrigerator; 
if there is a house-warming down at 

Editorial 
Comments 

The private utility loving newspap¬ 

ers don’t mention it, but the Rural 
Electrification administration’s long 

time program of bringing light and 
power to a million American farms 
has proved a great stimulus to food 
production for the war effort, and 
has helped farmers to carry on de¬ 
spite the labor shortage. The pri¬ 
vate utilities for years scorned this 
rural market for electricity, preferring 
to skim the cream from the urban 
areas. But when the federal govern¬ 
ment under the New Deal began to 
take steps to make electric current 
available to farmers, the private pow¬ 
er trust played dog in the manger and 
fought the program all the way 
through. Pres. Roosevelt recently 
paid tribute to the REA and its work 
in these words: “The extension of 
electric service to a million farms was 
an important step in preparedness for 
ultimate victory ... As the wartime 
strain on manpower grows, the nation 

the Clark farm, and if the folks are 

sleeping late Sunday morning or 

have gone to church. 

It has all been very simple. The 
secret is found in the various dials 
on the generating units. The operator 
knows when more power is being 
used and that means that some 
appliance has been turned on or, 
perhaps, that Susie’s suitor is court¬ 
ing later one night than another. 

One of “Slim’s” guests last sum¬ 
mer, despite regulations against pro¬ 
longed visits or any visits for that 
matter, has returned again this year. 
The guest is a robin, which has built 
her nest for tw7o years in a pre¬ 
carious section of one of the gen¬ 
erating units, and raised her family 
last year despite the constant din 
of the diesel engines. 

This year there is an ominous 
silence around the plant, for the 
engines are stilled. But “Slim" is of 
the opinion that Mother Robin has 
a good chance of raising her family 
in the style to which she has ac¬ 
customed them before the units have 
been completely overhauled and ready 

for use in war or peacetime activities, 

will realize ever more clearly how 

much the rural electric co-operatives 
have added to its strength.”—The 
Capital Times. 

What the conservative coalition in 
Congress does to the Rural Electri¬ 
fication Administration ought to pro¬ 
vide a fairly good test of the quality 
of its opposition to certain New 
Deal agencies. The coalition pre¬ 
sents its case as a measure of eco¬ 
nomy. Whether its motive is really 
economy, or hostility to the social 
purposes of the agencies, should be 
easy to determine in the case of the 
REA. 

The REA, founded on the idea 
that farmers should have access to 
electricity through formation, of their 
own co-operative distribution sys¬ 
tems, had loaned up to last October 
a total of $359,590,790. Of this, 
more than $32,000,000 in principal and 

S interest has been repaid. Nearly 

$8,000,000 represented payments 

ahead of schedule and only $139,000 

in payments were delinquent. 

Arrangements have been made for; 

production of one hundred fifty 

thousand pressure cookers for use 

during this year's canning season* 

This number will double the produce 
tion of last year, but it is believed 
that the demand for pressure cookers 
to use in home canning will require 
at least this number. 

Obviously, war conditions have 

made it impossible and undesirable 
for REA to go on financing new pow¬ 
er-line construction. But the REA’s 
job is not finished, and it ought to 

1 be resumed after the syar. An at¬ 
tempt to kill it off now under the 
guise of economy would be a sign 
that the conservative coalition is real¬ 
ly out to protect private power 
monopoly.—The Chicago Sun. Operates Mobile Generating Unit 

Clyde Mizell appears above standing in front of one of the three mobile 
generating plants which supplied power for Jo-Carroll Electric Cooperative, 
Inc., lines from May 15, 1940 until the plant was discontinued March 23 of 
this year. The units are now being overhauled and may some day fi,nd 
their way into private industry or the armed services. 

New Sub-Station Is Now In Use 

John Scoltock, field engineer for the REA in Iowa and northern Illinois, 
is shown above at the left, with Floyd I. Ruble, manager of Jo-Carroll Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative, Inc,, center, and Charles Youtzy, Jo-Carroll lineman, at the 
extreme right, as they arrived to inspect the cooperative's new sub-station. 

The sub-station, which is located on Route 20 near North Hanover, 
was completed several weeks ahead of schedule. It was made necessary 
when the cooperative changed its source of power from its own portable 
generating units to the Galena electric plant of the Interstate Light and 
Power company. 
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When Spring Comes.... 
So Does Housecleaning 

RECIPES OF THE MONTH 

By ETHEL MORRISON MARSDEN 

I don't presume the farm women 
of Illinois escape the semi-annual 
task of housecleaning, any more than 
the farm women of any other state 
do. Perhaps, the farther south we 
travel, the sooner the Spring job Is 
Over with, but wherever we live, 
housecleaning time is just as certain 
as Spring itself. With so much work 
to do on the farms this season, help¬ 
ing the men folks as much as possible, 
in addition to our gardens and our 
baby chicks, houscleaning may be 
behind schedule. At least, we all know 
that we are going to be shorthanded 
in some respects with our house¬ 
keeping, as well as our housecleaning. 

Oh, I'm not referring to maids or 
cleaning women—for the day seems 
to have passed out when we can hire 
a woman to help with such trivial 
matters as housecleaning. Though, I 
can remember the day when I would 
have a woman come in for nearly a 
week to help me clean house both in 
the fall and in the spring. Most of you 
can remember those days just as well 
as I. And remember the papering 
and painting we did. We’d get the 
mam of the house to paint the kitch¬ 
en cupboards before he got started in 
the fields! (I remember one year 
when I had them all painted very 
DARK gray in order to hide just a 
lew of the tiny finger prints that were 
blurred on them daily when two little 
tots were playing in mud-pies most of 
the time. And against a gray back¬ 
ground, the mud wasn't quite so no¬ 
ticeable until I could get through 
feeding extra men, tending baby 
chicks and washing up milking ma¬ 
chine and separator and get around 
to wiping off my woodwork.) 

This year, many of the raw ma¬ 
terials, formerly available for many 
types of our housecleaning equip¬ 
ment, now are becoming scarce be¬ 
cause they too are needed in huge 
quantities for military purposes and 
for production of war goods. Other 
materials—formerly Imported from 
the far comes of the earth, are be¬ 

coming scarce because of shipping 
space shortages. 

Today, even the housedress or 
slacks we wear for scrubbing and 
cleaning has been affected by the 
scarcity in materials for zippers are 
out and buttons of noncritical mater¬ 
ials are in. Did you know that zip¬ 
pers are now being produced only 
for "uniforms for the parachutist and 
ski trooper? 

But getting back to our cleaning 
problems—we all need to realize with¬ 
out delay that we must take the best 
possible care of all equipment used 
in the performance of our housework. 
We have known for some time that 
such appliances as our electric irons, 
our washing machines, and our va¬ 
cuums were valuable beyond any 
monetary worth. But we have not 
appreciated the fact that metal can 
no longer be spared for everyday 
household items such as dustpans or 
clothesline pulleys and reels. Paper 
board and molded fibre dustpans will 
probably find their way into many 
kitchens soon. And new pulleys will 
have to be. made of wood or other 
noncritical substance. 

There is even a chance that the 
old wooden bucket (but the scrub 
bucket, not" the one that hung in the 
well) may reappear on the house- 
cleaning scene. Galvanized scrub pails 
and wash tubs now in the home 
will have to be handled with care 
and mended when they leak. And 
remember that even that electric sold¬ 
ering iron that the men folks treas¬ 
ure, will not be replacable once it is 
worn out, so if you want to continue 
using it to mend with, beter take 
most reverent care of same. 

Here's one consolation for .the 
housecleaner however—in spite of 
that recent rather nasty rumor which 
floated about, there will probably be 
enough soap for all practical pur¬ 
poses. And that goes for plain bar 
soap, for floating, naptha and yel¬ 
low soaps and soap flakes, for chips 
and beads. But housewives who are 

Class Kitchenware Becomes Excellent 
Substitute For Most Metal Utensils 

Glass kitchenware is coming into 

greater use in American homes as 

military need* restrict production of 

metal utensils. Pictured above is a 

one-dish meal, cooked in a glass 
saucepan that goes directly from 
stove to table. The above is an offi¬ 
cial photo from the Office of War In¬ 
formation. 

thinkimj of making their own soap 
during this war will do better for 
Jhemsel /es and for their country by 
turning waste fats in for salvage, be¬ 
cause tie fats cuu then be sent to 
soap fa ctories where the vital gly¬ 
cerin med for explosives can be re¬ 
covered at the same time that soap 
is being made from her fats. 

For ;oftening hard water, we’ll 
have pr tty much the same choke as 
always- -borax, washing soda, sal 
soda—with only-household ammonia 
short. Production was stopped on 
this last July. Metal polishes are be¬ 
ing procuced as freely as ever, al¬ 
though ammonia is no longer used as 
an ingrelient. You see, ammonia is 
one of the most fundamental mater¬ 
ials requ red for production of explo- i 
sives. T1 en too, ammonia is needed 
for fertil zer to produce this year's 
crops.    

Steel v ool is no longer being made 
for civilian consumption. There will 
be plenty of scouring powders avail¬ 
able howiver, which means we can 
achieve tie same effect—but it will 
take more elbow grease. Sponges are 
scarce. And as everyone should re¬ 
alize man jfacture of rubber kneeling 
mats for scrubbing, rubber house¬ 
hold gloves and window squeegees 
has been >anned. And when it comes 
to brushei to clean radiators, Venet¬ 
ian blinds, or to wipe away cobwebs, 
we'll find them made of horsehair 
from now on for the Duration. There 
will be enough scrub brushes for the 
housewife thouh, for the soldier on 
K. P. dut r and for the sailor who 
has been cetailed to scrub the ship’s 
deck. 

Production on carpet sweepers has 
also been stopped. Use of iron or 
steel for pioduction of carpet beaters 
is prohibit id. There will be new 
brooms—ard new brooms always 
sweep dec n—but even the brooms 
may differ slightly from prewar mod¬ 
els, and bnoms will be available in 
fewer types Good mops are promised 
us all hov ever. 

One thinj1 we all must remember is 
to guard cur linoleum carefully in 
cleaning. Be particularly careful when 
you move any furniture not to mar 
your linoleun covered floors, for lin¬ 
oleum requires cork, and this cork 
came from Portugal. And gum kauri 
(something nost of us never heard 
of) which jives linoleum its gloss, 
has to be ii aported from New Zea¬ 
land. Shippii g difficulties have hamp¬ 
ered the imjiortation of these mater¬ 
ials, and prcduction of linoleum has 
been slowed, 

We are assured that there will 
probably be enough no-rub polishes 
and other floor waxes for spring 
housecleaning this year, in spite of the 
fact that the wax used in these comes 
from the leaves of the Brazilian wax 
palms and must also be imported. 

It is predicted that soap cleansers 
for rugs and upholstery fabrics will 
probably become more popular than 
ever, since many of the dry cleaners 
now on the market are highly inflam¬ 
mable. The reason for this change in 
dry cleaners is because the use of 
noninflammable carbon tetrachloride 
in dry cleaners have been cut by 50 
per cent, and petroleum solvents are 
being substituted. 

Needless to say—housecleaning will 
proceed as usual in spit of war and 
shortages! 

Delicious Rhubarb Pie 
1 V% tablespoons quick-cooking 

tapioca 
1-1/3 cups sugar 

teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon grated orange rind 
1 tablespoon melted butter 
4 cups cut rhubarb 
1 recipe pie crust 

Combine ingredients and let stand 
about 15 minutes. Line a 9-inch pie 

plate with pastry rolled inch thick, 
allowing pastry to extend 1 inch be¬ 
yond edge. Fold back to form stand¬ 
ing rim. Fill with rhubarb mixture. 
Moisten edge of pastry with cold 
water; arrange lattice of pastry strips 
across top. Flute rim with fingers. 
Bake in hot oven (450° F.) 15 min¬ 
utes; then decrease heat to moderate 
(350® F.) and bake 30 minutes long- 

By Ethel Morrison Marsden 

Sugar for home canning 1943 fruit 
crops will be available to housewives 
on approximately the same basis as 
last season. Although originally it had 
been planned to make deductions of 
blue stamp points for sugar used for 
canning purposes, this plan has been 
discarded and no blue stamp points 
will have to be paid out for can¬ 
ning sugar. 

To maintain the morale of the wo¬ 
men of America, the Government rec¬ 
ognizes that the supply of beauty aids 
must be kept at the pre-war level. 
Therefore, it was announced recently 
“that although subject to certain war¬ 
time restrictions, manufacturers are 
free to make powder, lipstick, creams, 
mascara, and nail polishes, in fact 
any! cosmetic Syomeh want 

A long list of galvanized enamel, 
cast iron, and black steel kitchen and 
household utensils has been prohib¬ 
ited from production, using metal ma¬ 
terials. This includes coat hangers, 
tie racks, towel bars and racks, tooth 
brush holders, soap dishes, fly swat¬ 
ters, curtain rods, picnic stoves, car¬ 
pet beaters, and such household ar¬ 
ticles as cannister sets and bread 
boxes. 

It is expected that there will be 
enough metal tops and rubber rings 
to meet this year’s home canning de¬ 
mand. A steel saving unit, consisting 
of a glass top rubber ring and metal 
band will be available in large quan¬ 
tities for the first time. 

householders ask for more than ten 
gallons, the ration will be determined 
in accordance with the number of 
hours the stove will be in operation 
for the preparation of canned foods. 

A larger quantity of English spun 
combed cotton has been granted for 
the reinforcement of rayon hosiery. 
It is expected that this action will in¬ 
crease the durability of rayon hose 
some one hundred per cent to two 
hundred per cent. 

The War Production Board has is¬ 
sued an order requiring owner* of 
radio sets to turn in an old part 
for each new one installed. This 
order, however, makes allowance for 
rural set owners who can buy only 
by mail and for those who have 
lost parts to be replaced. 

The W. P. B. has ordered substan¬ 
tial reductions in,the variety and sizes 
of cotton, rayon, and wool blankets 
in order to increase actual output. 
Two general restrictions are imposed. 
Manufacturers may not make blankets 
to exceed eighty-four inches in- 
length, excepting white cotton sheet 
blankets which are limited to a length 
of ninety-five inches. No lines of 
blankets may be made in more than 
four colors in addition to white. ■■ 

A thick rug under the feet when 
ironing will mean less fatigue. 

Householders who plan to preserve 
food stuffs during the coming month 
will be allotted the additional range 
oil or kerosene they may need for 
this purpose, according to an OPA 
regulation becoming effective April 
19. Local Ration Boards have been 
instructed to issue ration coupons 
equal in value to the stated needs of 
the consumer when ten gallons or 
less are requested. In cases where 

A new regulation establishing uni¬ 
form ceiling prices went into effect 
April 15, affecting used refrigerators. 
This OPA price measure affects all 
sellers of used mechanical refrigerators 
regardless of whether they are dealers 
or householders. A specific dollar and 
cents ceiling price has been issued 
covering several thousand models of 
used mechanical refrigerators. This 
means that neither dealer nor house¬ 
holder can sell any used refrigerator 
to any person at a price higher than 
that established by the OPA regula¬ 
tion. This order also affects rentals of 
used mechanical refrigerators, with 
rental prices set to. range from $2.50 
to $4.50 a month, depending upon the 
particular refrigerator. 

Used mechanical refrigerators are 
divided into two price groups, with 
one set of prices applying to refrig¬ 
erators that are sold without recon- 

{Turn to Page Seven) 
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Wanted: 200,000,000 Chickens 
—And Electric Equipment Care 

By IRA MILLER 
Farm Electrification Bureau 

• With the demand for farm produc- 
tion at an all time high, the Govern¬ 
ment request that 200,000,000 more 
chickens be produced this year means 
that poultry raisers will have to pay 
better than average attention to their 
electrical incubating and brooding 
equipment. Care, maintenance and 
repair are more than mere watch¬ 
words on this all important food 
front. In wartime, with materials and 
products practically unobtainable, 
they may easily mean the difference 
between success and complete failure. 

Electric Brooder, The electric 
brooder is a very important piece of 
poultry equipment. The brooder that 
is automatic in operation serves as a 
perfect mother for the chicks with a 
minimum of care from the operator. 

Check all parts of the electric 
brooder for proper operation and run 
it for a day or two some time before 
you will need to use it. If any of the 
parts are not operating properly, 
new ones may still be ordered before 
the chicks arrive. 

Be sure that the fan motor is clean, 
free-running, and properly lubricated. 
See that the thermostat points are 
not burned or pitted. If so, they may 
be put in good condition with a fine 
stone or file. 

Make sure that the thermometer is 
not broken, and that the mercury 
column is united. 

A fine brush on the heating unit 
Will usually keep it clean, but be 
careful not to handle the heating unit 
too roughly. 

When the brooder Is put in opera¬ 
tion, if it is a slanting type, wax the 
hover. This will make it slick so the 
chickens will slide off and keep the 
top clean. If the hover is flat top, 
place several layers of newspaper on 
it. Then it will be only necessary to 
remove one layer to clean the top of 
the hover. 

Oil the fan motor once a weekwith 
two to four drops of light machine 
oil—wiping off the excess oil from 
the fan and motor housing. The tem¬ 
perature of the thermostats, incident-, 
ally, should be approximately 95° 
for the first week. After that, the 
temperature can be dropped 3 to 5 
degrees per week. 

When you are through with the 
brooder, it should be cleaned — the 
thermometer, the themostat, and 
motor removed and placed in a dry, 
cool place. It is best if these parts 
are put in a moisture-proof bag. The 
brooder itself should be stored in a 
dry place, where it also will not get 
too dirty. 

By being careful to watch some of 
the above points, the poultry raiser 
can avoid breakdown. This is a very 
important matter today when meat 
and egg production is a vital part 
of our war job. 

Electric Incubator. Be sure that the 
equipment is thoroughly clean and 
disinfected before put into use, and 
after each hatch. Incubators should 
be set up some time in advance and 
tested for a day or two to make sure 
that all the parts are operating prop¬ 
erly. A room where the temperature 
funs between 50® and 70° F. is the 
best provided the relative humidity 

is high around 60 to 70 per cent. 
When setting up, be sure that the 

incubator is level. Follow the manu¬ 
facturer’s recommendations for your 
incubator very carefully, making sure 
that you are holding the proper tem¬ 
peratures and an adequate supply of 
moisture or humidity. Too much care 
cannot be emphasized, because a.little 
carelessness will mean the difference 
between a good and poor hatch. 

CONSUMERS’ 
COLUMN 

(From Page Six) 

ditioning; the other price applies to 
reconditioned refrigerators carrying a 
ninety-day guarantee. The regulation 
also specifies standards of recondition¬ 
ing which must be adhered to, in 
order to attain the reconditioned price. 

Ceiling prices on used mechanical 
refrigerators can be secured from any 
War Price and Rationing Board of 
any OPA District Office. 

Radio replacement parts, simplified 
to save critical materials and labor, 
are going into production as the Vic¬ 
tory Line. Owners of all types of 
radios will be able to keep their sets 
in repair. 

Canned Texas grapefruit juice will 
cost about one cent more per No. 2 
size can due to an increase allowed 
packers by OPA. 

Farmers who sell butter, lard, or 
any other rationed food to retailers 
must collect ration points for such 
sales, just as they have been collecting 
points for sales to consumers, the 
OPA has ruled. All farm sales, 
whether to consumers or to retailers, 
must be made at current point values 
—eight points a pound for butter sold 
in bulk units of five pounds or less, 
and five points a pound for lard sold 
in the same small quantity. Stamps 
or other ration currency which farm¬ 
ers collect must be turned in to local 
Boards once each month, along with 
a report form will be available at all 
local Boards the last week in April. 

Farmers eligible for electric ser¬ 
vice are now able to purchase up 
to seventy-five pounds of wire, plus 
necessary accessories, from any sup¬ 
plier by securing a certification from 
the Department of Agriculture’s Coun¬ 
ty War Boards. Under a new order 
they are granted a preference rating 
of AA-3 to obtain necessary wiring 
material. 

Tractor and implement tires that need 
recapping will be capped with ma¬ 
terial made almost entirely of ret 
claimed rubber, and no new tires will 
be allotted if the old ones can be 
recapped. 

Thirty-two REA projects which 
were stopped in July last year by 
the War Production Board will be 
completed as rapidly as possible, ac¬ 
cording to an announcement made by 
Donald M. Nelson, WPB Chairman. 
Mr. Nelson said that the projects 
had been re-examined in the light 
of current farm needs for power and 

will permit electric service to sixty- 
seven farms when completed. Most 
of the material is on hand or can be 
obtained from excess stocks, accord¬ 
ing to Mr. Nelson. 

The restrictions in non-essential uses 
of gasoline and rubber, including 
pleasure driving in the East, further 
assure farmers that they will get the 
gasoline and rubber they need to 
produce and market their crops. Some 
farmers have expressed fears that 
they might be forced to curtail food 
production because of insufficient fuel 
and tires for tractors, trucks, gasoline 
engines, and other equipment neces¬ 
sary to farm production. Poultry men; 
particularly, have been anxious a- 
bout a steady supply of gasoline for 
heating brooders. 

A plan to assist farmers In food 
production by converting steel wheels 
on tractors to rubber tires has been 
announced by the OPA, the Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture, and the Office of 
the Rubber Director. The program 
provides rubber tires and tubes for 
converting approximately twenty 
thousand tractors and implements or¬ 
iginally equipped with steel wheels 
which have been sold to farmers since 
May 1, 1942. Local OPA War Price 
and Rationing Boards will authorize 
such conversions on the basis of cer¬ 
tification of an individual farmer's ap¬ 
plication by the Department of Agri¬ 
culture’s County War Boards. 

Omy limited quantities of stove 
pipes and elbows will be obtainable 
next winter, so all the pipes now in 
use should be thoroughly cleaned, 
painted with heat resisting paint, and 
wrapped in heavy paper before they 
are stored for the summer. 

VARIETY IN SPRING FOODS 
Already we are able to add in¬ 

terest to our cooking with foods from 
the garden. Asparagus is plentiful, 
rhubarb offers possibilities. And if 
you’ve been worrying about using 
too much sugar in serving rhubarb, 
remember that if you will cook it up 
first with just a week pinch of salt, 
that it will take far less sugar to 
sweeten it. This is true of all fruits, 
in case you didn’t know. 

Just by way of something different 
today, we’ve some recipes for you 
that offer you rather unusual ways 
of serving both asparagus and rhu¬ 
barb—those old favorites we serve 
over and over again in the same old 
way, year after year. Did you ever, 
think of serving a jellied asparagus 
salad? I thought not! Try it though 
and you’ll be delighted—and so will 
your guests. 

Jellied Asparagus Salad 
1 pkg. lemon gelatin powder 
2 cups boiling water 

% tsp. salt 
% tsp. vinegar 

J's tsp- Worcestershire sauce 
Asparagus tips. 

Dissolve gelatin powder in boiling 
water. Season with salt, vinegar and 
Worcestershire sauce. When cool, 
pour half the quantity into a small 
rectangular pan. Arrange asparagus 
tips in bottom. Place in refrigerator 
to chill. When firm, add remaining 
mixture. Arrange more asparagus tips 
directly above the first layer. Serve 
on lettuce with Mayonnaise. 

Rhubarb Puffs 
2 cups sifted flour 
4 tsp. baking powder 

54 tsp. salt 
J4 cup sugar 
3 tbsp. shortening 
1 cup finely diced rhubai- 

% to 54 cup milk 
1 egg yolk 

Sift dry ingredients together. Work 
in shortening with a fork or spatula 
until mixture looks like meal. Mix 
in rhubarb, mix egg yolk with milk, 
add little at a time to form a soft 
dough. Drop by spoonfuls in greased 
muffin pans and bake in a hot oven. 
Serve at once with Foamy Egg Sauce 
or any desired pudding sauce. 

Lipstick stains may be removed 
from white material by soaking in 
strong vinegar. If colored material, r 

dilute with equal part of water. 

Electricity Is 
Not Rationed 

By Ethel Morrison Marsden 
I came across an ad in one of the 

large city dailies the other day, call¬ 
ing attention to the fact that we don’t 
have to stand in line to buy electric¬ 
ity. And this brought me up suddenly 
against the realization of just how 
much this meant to all of us—not 
only in our everyday living, but in 
our work. 

We have only to look at the people 
across the water—waiting in line to 
buy bread—waiting in line to buy 
even a tiny portion of meat—waiting ^ 
in line—waiting in line! w  

Here at home we may have less of 
certain things that we’d like; but at 
least, commodities that are scarce are 
rationed on an equal basis among us 
and when it comes to such vital form 
of energy as electricity, there is no 
rationing of this power. 

We may not be able to hire the 
manpower we need to operate our 
farms—we may not be able to hire 
girls to assist with housework and 
spring housecleaning, but at least, 
thanks to REA, we can make full use 
of electricity as a servant and as a 
unit of power. 

Already the wheels of factories are 

moving to turn out additional milking 
machines and separators which our 
dairy farmers need so desperately if 

1 they are to increase production this 
year. And these milkers and separa¬ 
tors would be little good without elec¬ 
tricity. But with electricity they will 
take the place of countless men who 
have gone into armed service and 
others to raise larger crops on our 
farms this summer. 

Electricity supplies the power that 
produces untold quantities of our war 
production—electricity enables us to 
process our foods that are needed not 
only to feed our own nation but our 
armed forces and our allies—electric¬ 
ity provides the light which makes 24 
hour days in our war factories pos¬ 
sible — electricity prepares our food 
for us, it preserves our food through 
freezing and canning, it ministers to 
our ease, our comfort and our hap¬ 
piness. It makes our lives more com¬ 
plete—our services more efficient. 

But there is no waiting in line for 
electricity! 

If your light enamel stove is badly 
discolored, dip a soft cloth in bleach 
water; then apply a safe_i!^v£lered 
cleanser, rub over soiled spots, then 
wash with soap and water. This 
should be done of course when stove 
is cold. 

Milk Cooling House for Better Milk 

A clean, sanitary milk house with facilities for cooling helps produce a 
maximum of high quality milk and cream. 

By W. G. KAISER 
Agricultural Engineer 

A sanitary milk house equipped 
with facilities for cooling is recog¬ 
nized as a necessity in producing a 
maximum of high quality milk and 
cream. 

The milk house should be located 
near the dairy barn for convenience 
and to save labor. However, it must 
not open directly into the stable. It 
is always advisable to locate the 
door so that it opens both toward 
the bam and the driveway where 
milk is loaded for delivery. 

The 12xl4-ft. plan meets the U. S. 
Public. Health Service Milk Ordin¬ 
ance and Code requirements for a 
daily milk output from 50 to 100 gal. 
The cooling tank may be made to 
accommodate 6, 8 to 10 cans. 

The 12xl4-ft. house may be divid¬ 
ed into two rooms where local milk 
regulations require a house of that 
type. Before starting construction, it 
is advisable to have local health au¬ 
thorities approve the plans to make 
sure they meet local regulations. 

Footings are 16 in. wide and 8 in. 
thick and extend to firm soil and be¬ 
low frost. The 8-ln. foundation 
walls are carried up 2 ft. above 
ground level. A mix of 1 part port- 
land cement to 254 parts sand to 4 
parts gravel or crushed rock is used 
in constructing footings and founda¬ 
tion walls. The proper amount of 
water for this mix is 5J4 gal. per 
sack of cement, using average damp 
sand. 

The cooling tank is built after 
footings and foundation walls are fin¬ 
ished, Where milk Is cooled by run¬ 

ning water through the tank, insula 
tion is not necessary. Insulation I 
recommended, however, when ice J 

mechanical cooling is used. The tan! 
should be 27 in. deep inside, 36 in 
wide inside and 2 ft. long for eacf 
2 cans. 

Concrete floor is made 5 in. thicl 
and is placed in one course. Th« 
recommended mixture is 1 part port 
land cement, 2 >4 parts sand and : 
parts gravel or crushed rock, using 
5 gal. of water for each sack of ce¬ 
ment when sand is moist. Gravel oi 
rock should not be larger than \.V2 

in. The floor is sloped J4 in. per ft 
toward the drain. All corners and 
angles at junctions of wall and floor 
may be rounded with a bottle to 
make sanitary joints. The floor is 
first floated with* a wood float to a 
uniform surface. After the concrete 
has become quite stiff it is finished 
with a steel trowel. Cure the floor 
by keeping it moist for about 5 days, 

Walls are constructed of plain, 
smooth-faced concrete block laid in 
mortar of 1 part portland cement, 
1 part lime putty or hydrated lime, 
and 6 parts mortar sand; or 1 part 
masonry cement guaranteed to meet 
Federal Specifications, and 3 parts 
mortar sand. Sufficient water is add¬ 
ed to obtain a workable mortar. The 
interior may be given two coats of 
Portland cement paint or two coats 
of portland cement plaster. Either 
finish will produce a sanitary, easy- 
to-clean surface. Local concrete 
block manufacturers will be glad to 
help estimate the number of concrete 
masonry units and other materials 
required to build a milk house. 
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For Your Wartime Protection 
Safeguard Small Appliances 

Make it last! That is a wartime 
slogan that hits the farm home with 
special significance these days. With 
new electric appliances practically un¬ 
obtainable, it is smart to give those 
we have efficient care to make them 
serve us for the duration. Our ap¬ 
pliances not only make work easier 
and more enjoyable, but also reduce 
housekeeping time by many hours 
each week. Each precious hour saved 
is particularly important now that we 
must meet our country’s call for more 
and more food production. 

Taking care of electrical appliances 
does not require either much skill or 
much time. Here are a few easily 
remembered hints on the care and 
maintenance of some of the kitchen 
appliances we depend on most. 

Electric Toaster. Never put it in 
water; never use a hard object in 
contact with the heating element. It 
damages easily. Remove crumbs 
with a small brush, if the base is not 
removable. 

Electric Coffee Maker. Keep very 
clean and never put the coffee maker 
heating unit or percolator in water 
as that will damage the heating unit. 
Allow the heating element to cool be¬ 
fore completely emptying the perco¬ 
lator. Rinse the filter cloth of glass 
coffee makers thoroughly in cold wa¬ 
ter after each use. A tablespoon of 
baking soda with water, allowed to 
boil, will remove any trace of odor 
or oil in a metal coffee maker. If the 
water is hard, washing right after 
use will prevent staining. Metal 
types should be aired in sunlight at 
least once a week. 

Electric Food Mixer. Only two 
things to remember—keep thoroughly 
clean and do not allow juicer attach¬ 
ment bowls to clog up with pulp and 
fill up so that juice runs into the gear 
case. The instruction book you ob¬ 
tained when the mixer was purchased 
will tell you how often the motor 
should be oiled. 

Electric Roaster and Cooker. Do 
not plug into a circuit on which any¬ 
thing else is connected. It may over¬ 
load the circuit, burn out the fuse 
and disconnect the electricity. For 
the same reason the roaster body and 
broiler should not be connected on 
the same circuit at one time. Use 
only the special, heavy-duty connec¬ 
tion cord supplied. Ordinary exten¬ 
sion cords may be too light to carry 
the current. Never connect a roaster 
to a lamp socket, or drop cord hang¬ 
ing from the ceiling. Incidentally, 
frequent checkup ‘‘peeks’’ into th6 
roaster only slow up the cooking, 
waste electricity. Disconnect cords 
when roaster is not in use. Keep all 
parts of the roaster clean. But—nev¬ 
er dip any part of the roaster body in 
water. 

If heating units of any of these 
appliances are damaged or burnt out, 

take them to your electric dealer or 
electric service company for repair. 
Be sure, too, that all connections are 
tight. They may become loose 
through frequent changes in tempera¬ 
ture. Also, in repairing electric cords, 
never use adhesive tape. It cakes 
and cracks quickly. Electrician’s 
friction-tape is inexpensive and will 
do the job. 

A few minutes spent in keeping 
these and other appliances in tip-top 
shape represent a wise investment 
for yourself and your country. 

USED WASHERS 
To eliminate excessive prices for 

used washing machines, which have 
been charged in many parts of the 
country since production of new 
models was stopped, the Office of 
Price Administration has established 
dollar and cents maximum prices on 
all sales of used washers by dealers, 
auctioneers, and individuals. This reg¬ 
ulation became effective May 3. In 
the future no owner of a used washer 
will be premitted to sell above the 
ceiling price. Here in Milwaukee Area 
ceiling price. For purposes of pric¬ 
ing, used washin machines have been 
divided into twelve different classes, 
not in accordance with make or age, 
but entirely by style of equipment of 
the individual machine. 

Alarming increases in prices at 
which used machines were selling were 
responsible for the establishment of 
specific ceiling prices, which will 
apply to rentals of used washing 
machines as well as to sales. Rentals 
are limited to $4.50 for the first 
month and $3.50 monthly thereafter, 
regardless of the type of machine be¬ 
ing rented. These charges include 
pick up and delivery as well as ser¬ 
vices during the period of rental. 
Because of the half in production 
of new washing machines by the 
War Production Board last year and 
the resulting heavy demand for used 
models, prices of the used machines 
have moved to inflationary levels in 
many centers, these prices sometimes 
being higher than the original prices 
for the machines. Ceilings on used 
washing machines will range all the 
way from $6.67 to $147,50, according 
to the new regulation. 

RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
Foamy Egg Sauce 

1 egg 
% cup powdered sugar 
% tsp. lemon extract 

1 cup whipped cream. 

Beat egg white until stiff. Beat In 
gradually the powdered sugar and 
when smooth and light add lemon 
extract and well-beaten yolk. Fold 
in whipped cream. 

CHANGE IN POINT VALUES 
With the interest of everyone cen¬ 

tered as it has been on the coal 
strike, it is quite possible that some 
housewives may have overlooked 
news pertaining to the change in point 
value of processed foods as announc¬ 
ed in newspapers. Many papers also 
carried a new point chart for use 
in shopping with blue G. H. and J. 
stamps during the month of May. 
Changes in point values became ef¬ 
fective May 2, and will continue 
through May 31. 

In an emergency decision made af¬ 
ter the official point charts for May 
were printed, the OPA temporarily 
removed from rationing all dried or 
dehydrated soups. Most fruit and 

j tomato juices get lower point values, 
and several other changes in pco- 
cessed fruit and vegetables rationing 
went into effect yesterday. The ra¬ 
tioning of dried soup wTas eliminated 
when OPA officials found that whole¬ 
salers’ stocks of dried soups had in¬ 
creased eighty per cent in March, 
due to a spurt in production. Much 
of this stock was in danger of spoil¬ 
age during the wTarm months ahead 
and so, for the summer months at 
least, dried soup has been removed 
from the list of rationed goods. 

Slow sales in fruit and tomato 
juices were also responsible for a 
reduction in point value here, with 
all popular fruit juice excepting pine¬ 
apple juice substantially reduced in 
value. While pineapple juice increased 
from thirteen to seventeen points, 
grape juice came down from four 
to two points for a pint, and from 
eight to three points for a quart. 
The point value of grapefruit and 
other citrus fruit juices was lowered 
from four to three points for the 
No. 2 size cans, with the forty-six 
ounce can being reduced from nine 
to four points. 

Tomato juice is available now for 
six points for a No. 2 can, which 
formerly was priced at twelve points, 
with the large forty-six ounce can 
being reduced from twenty-two to 
eleven points. In connection with 
vegetable juices, OPA removed ra¬ 
tioning from all types excepting to¬ 
mato juice and vegetable combina¬ 
tions containing seventy per cent or 
more tomato juice. As a result, car¬ 
rot, sauerkraut, beet and similar juices 
are no longer rationed. 

No changes were made in frozen 
fruits and vegetables, as the value of 
these had been cut in half on April 
22. Baby foods, dried beans and peas 
also w;ere unaffected. 

Reductions were also made on cer¬ 
tain sizes of cans of apples, berries, 
cherries, peaches, pears, prunes and 
plums. On the other hand, increases 
hit certain sizes of canned apricots, 
fruit cocktail, pineapple. The point 
value was also lowered on some 
vegetables, with certain sizes of 
catsup, canned carrots, leafy greens, 
sauerkraut, and spinach being re¬ 
duced. 

In contrast, higher points were as¬ 
signed tomato paste and vacuum- 
packed corn. Ordinary canned corn 
was not affected, however. In con¬ 
nection with corn,- it is interesting to 
note that canned corn on the cob 
was taken off the rationed list. Also 
freed from rationing were canned 
green turtle soup, clam juice, clam 
broth, and clam juice cocktail, which 
w’ere all included on the canned soup 
list formerly. 

New values for red stamps on meat 
also went into effect Sunday, May 2. 
In general, the cost per pound of 
round steak and center pork chops 
was increased on point, leaving most 
other steaks and roasts unaffected. 
One-point-per-pound reductions were 
also noted for spare ribs, brains, 
tongues, and most other variety meats. 

"Keep ’em clean, dry and full of 
feed If you want to protect chicks 
against coccidiosis,’’ 

Saving FCKKI IS 

Necessary For 
Allied Victory 

European visitors to this country 
have always expresssed amazement at 
the sight of America’s bulging garbage 
pails. ' Enough good food in there 
to feed an entire family for a day,” 
they’ve been wont to murmur. 

No actual figures exist on the 
amount of food wasted in the United 
States, but estimates run into fantas¬ 
tic figures. The nation as a whole 
wants daily variety and has been 
loath to accept several days’ servings 
of the sam» food. 

But this attitude is due for a 
change . . IF America is to win the 
battle of food supply. Food produc¬ 
tion has increased by leaps and 
bounds over the past three years. 
Production goals for 1943 are higher 
than ever. Yet supply has not kept 
up with increasing demands . . from 
the armed forces, from the civilian 
population with highest-in-history 
purchasing power, from the other 
United Nations whose food sources 
have been greatly reduced by enemy 
occupations. 

Only by making the fullest pos¬ 
sible use of America’s food supplies 
can all these demands be met, even 
in part. Rationing of canned goods, 
which began March 1, found many 
households with smaller supplies of 
these products than they have been 
accustomed to keep on hand. Ra¬ 
tioning of meat, due to start about 
April first, will limit the amount of 
that important dietary item which a 
household may consume. In these 
two foods at least, the necessity of 
making full use of them will be for¬ 
cibly impressed on everyone. But all 
foods must be conserved . . no usable 
leftovers thrown into the garbage 
pail (Army reports that 62 per cent 
of leftovers in Army kitchens are re¬ 
used at future meals.) And no food 
must be allowed to spoil. One carrot 
left to shrivel, one apple allowed to 
rot may not seem like much food 
waste. But multiplied by the carrots 
and apples from the nation’s 34 mil¬ 
lion homes, they would supply nour¬ 
ishment for many families and many 
fighting men. 

Fighting food waste starts with 
food buying. Not an ounce more 
should be purchased than the family 
will actually eat, and the menu should 
be planned in terms of numbers of 
servings. Next move in the battle 
comes proper storage of food so that 
spoilage will not creep up and con¬ 
sume what the family should have. 

Bureau of Home Economics, U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, makes 
the following suggestions for food 
storage. 

Meat and Fish 
Remember the three C’s ♦ . dean, 

cold, covered. ..The coldest place in 
the ice box is the place for meat. 
Fresh meat should be covered loose¬ 
ly. ..If ground, it spoils sooner; there¬ 
fore should be kept extra cold . and 
used quickly. 

Cooked meat should also be cov¬ 
ered. ..Chopped or sliced spoils sooner 
than one large piece; so cut or chop 
just before using. ..Uncooked well- 
cured meat belongs in a dark, cool, 
dry, airy place. ..Wrappings should 
be left on ham and bacon till ready 
to cook. ..Mildly cured meats can be 
kept like fresh meats. 

Poultry should be thoroughly wash¬ 
ed inside and out, patted dry and 
stored very cold until time to cook..... 

Fish and sea food spoil very quick¬ 
ly at room temperature. ..Cook ..at 
once or wrap in waxed paper ..and 
store very cold. 

Milk and Egg Products 
The three C’s govern these foods, 

too. Keep milk in the colder part of 
the ice box. Don’t put leftover milk 
back in the main supply. Keep ordor- 
ous foods—fish, onions, cabbage, mel¬ 
ons—away from milk unless the fam¬ 

ily likes milk flavored with those 
foods! Scald and air milk containers 
often. 

Milk and egg dishes are excellent 
in the diet. But they spoil quickly. 
If not to be eaten at once, cook 
quickly, cover and keep very cold. 
Cold and covered go with cheese, too. 
Cottage and other soft cheeses spoil 
rapidly so should be used soon. Hard, 
cured cheeses, well wrapped, may be 
kept longer. 

Never wash eggs before storing; 
water destroys the p25j2a*ji£e film 
that keeps out air and odors. But 
wipe off soil with a dry, rough cloth. 
Then store in air open bowl or wire 
basket in a cool place. 

Food To Feed 
Our Families 

We’re going to see lots of unusual 
sights this year—for already flower 
gardens are finding vegetables in their 
midst—a not unpleasant sight, and 
window boxes too are boasting herbs. 

Having lived through the last war 
when I saw front lawns plowed up in 
order to turn into potato patches, I 
never expected to see history repeat 
itself, but it seems to be on the way. 

This year it is hoped that some 
eighteen million victory gardens will 
be planted in this country in an ef¬ 
fort to help out the food situation. 
The Department of Agriculture has 
asked all rural women to produce as 
much of the home supply of food 
as possible. Even city folks can en¬ 
ter into this program on a large 
scale as is evidenced by the fact that 
in Chicago, school children plan to 
plant thirty thousand gardens right 
in the parks. It is expected that they 
will raise nine hundred tons of veget¬ 
ables in these gardens alone, not to 
mention the vegetables which will be 
produced in private victory gardens 
and community ones. 

In Chicago too, we hear that the 
public squares which has ordinarily 
been given over to flowers and park¬ 
ways, much as the Village Green in 
countries across the sea, have been 
turned this year into vegetable gar-! 
dens and that neighbors run out call¬ 
ing excitedly as each new green shoot 
of onion, lettuce or radish makes its 
appearance above ground. 

With food a weapon in this war 
—we’re all realizing just how depend¬ 
ent we are upon the farmers who 
feed us. 

The farmer has a big job ahead of 
him this year—but it is one he will 
relish, for he is playing his part at 
home, just as our boys are on the 
battle front. 

But regardless of whether we’re 
farmers with whole fields to till, ©r 
city gardeners with small patches to 
tend, we should plan to raise as much 
of our own food supply as possible 
for the coming year. 

Food has gone to war—we all 
know that. We know too that there 
will be less of many foods than 
we have been accustomed to. There 
will be plenty of food but it may 
not be that which we enjoy the most 
or that to which we have been ac¬ 
customed in every case. 

In order to assure us therefore of 
as nearly your usual diet as possible 

| it is only the smart thing for us 
i to raise and can as much of our own 
food supply as we possibly can. 

In days long ago, our forefathers 
in this very state made themselves 
almost wholly independent when it 
came to producing foods for their 
families. True they bought sugar—• 
and salt—and took their wheat to be 
ground into cereal and flour. It will 
prove good exercise for city folks 
to try a bit of this procedure them¬ 
selves. 

And for city and farm families 
alike—it will prove a mighty big sat¬ 
isfaction next winter to open hornet 
raised and home-canned wax beans* 
frozen strawberries and peach jam. 
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Home-made Hay Hoist Utilizes Salvage Materials; 
Efficiency And Economy Is Praised By Farmer 

Fundamentals of 

Device Shown In 
Artist’s Sketch 

Built at a cost of only $35 and 
^^atilizing salvage scrap, the hay 

hoist illustrated on this page is an 
example of what can be done when 
farmers go all-out in the home-made 
electric appliance field. 

The hoist, one of several manufact¬ 
ured by Joe Rogers of Blue River, 
WiS., is shown on the Joe King farm 
near Boscobel, Wis. The hoists were 
praised by every farmer who had 

one in use during the haying season 
last year. 

Sketches of the hoist, which show 
only the fundamentals of construction 
in connection with the appliance, ap¬ 
pear below. 

The hoist illustrated on this page 
is mounted over the driveway of the 
King barn. According to Mr. King, 
his hoist is made from a few lengths 
of angle iron, an old Model A Ford 
differential, and the clutch from a 
Dodge truck, and miscellaneous scrap 
parts found around his farm or from 
the scrap heap in town. 

Mr. King recommends that just 
enough rope be carried on the drum 

to meet the requirements of the lift, 
and the drag through the barn. Be¬ 
cause of the fact that the power is 
much greater from the bare drum, it 
is best to start from the bare drum 
to handle the heavy lift to the carrier 
track. 

Mr. Ellis, in his drawings, has in¬ 
cluded measurements of the King hoist 
in the side elevation view. The ma¬ 
jor parts are the differential and the 
clutch. From that point on, much 
can depend upon the ingenuity of the 
farmer, or the blacksmith. Mr. King 
uses a one horsepower motor. The 
drum must revolve freely on the main 
drive shaft running from the differen- 

ital through to the clutch. The pow¬ 
er is applied from the shaft to the 
drum through the clutch, which, 
when releaser, will allow' the fork to 
be hauled back to the load without 
stopping the motor. The King hoist 
handles a 6-tine grabble fork, effi¬ 
ciently and economically. It is all 
operated by the clutch rope by one 
man on the load, eliminating a team 
and a man on the hay rope. 

An old brake drum from an auto¬ 
mobile has been welded to the hoist 
drum, for the dual purposes of turn¬ 
ing the rope back and for protecting 
the clutch. A steel plate is welded 
to the opposite end of the hoist drum, 

to turn the rope back from the dif¬ 
ferential . end. 

According to Mr. King, the hoist is 
simple to make. He claims that any 
good blacksmith can work out many 
of the details, once he gets the prop* 
er start with the clutch and the differ¬ 
ential. 

Although the King hoist is mounted 
over the drivew'ay, it can be made to 
work from other positions inside or 
outside the barn. 

In these drawings and pictures the 
Illinois REA News hopes to have 
contributed to an easier haying seasoi* 
for many of the REA members in the 
state. 

» 

* 
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Menard 
Petersburg, Illinois 

Report On The Sixth Annual Meeting 
of Members of the Menard 

Electric Cooperative 

The Sixth Annual Meeting for 
members of the Menard Electric Co¬ 
operative was held Saturday, Feb¬ 
ruary 27th in the Farm Bureau Audi¬ 
torium at Petersburg, Illinois. 

The meeting was divided into two 
sessions. The morning session was 
called to order at 10:30 o’clock by 
President Henry B. Colby. Follow¬ 
ing the invocation by Rev. Geo. A. 
Wilson, pastor of Rock Creek Church, 
President Colby introduced the Vera 
Pearl Kemp Ensemble. This group 
of talented musicians presented a thir¬ 
ty minute program of musical num¬ 
bers that were thoroughly enjoyed by 
the audience. Annual reports were 
then given by President Colby, Sec¬ 
retary-Treasurer, Wm. H. Montgom¬ 
ery and Manager A. E. Becker. These 
reports indicated that the Cooperative 
has had a successful year, that all ef¬ 
forts continue to be directed toward 
making it a sound permanent busi¬ 
ness enterprise and that there is a 
steady increase in the intelligent use 
of electricity by its members. 

During the intermission at noon, 
motion pictures were shown courte¬ 
sy of the Cass County Farm Bureau 
with Guy H. Husted, Farm Adviser 
of Cass County operating the sound 
equipment. Films shown were cour¬ 
tesy of the State of Illinois- Film Li¬ 
brary. 

The afternoon session was called to 
order by President Colby and the 
Vera Pearl Kemp Ensemble introduc¬ 
ed again for another enjoyable musi¬ 
cal program. Following this program 
Prof. E. W. Lehmann, Head of the 
University of Illinois Department of 
Agriculture was presented as one of 
the two guest, speakers to address the 
large audience. The topic which 
Prof. Lehmann discussed was “A 
Farm and Home Safety Program for 
1943”. The speaker emphasized the 
need of applying safe methods in 
our daily work emphasizing the pre¬ 
vention of accidents by considering 
the risk involved and guarding against 
it, recognizing harzadous machinery 
and observing, the necessary precau¬ 
tions when working with it and again 
making it a point to instruct those 
not familiar with certain pieces of 
farm equipment so that they too may 
take the proper precaution. Prof. 
Lehmann stated that the need of ob¬ 
servance of a Safety program for the 
home and about the farm is more 
acute than ever and everyone should 
be on the alert at all times to prevent 
accidents. 

Director Howard Leonard, State of 
Illinois Department of Agriculture 
followed Prof. Lehmann on the after¬ 
noon program. Director Leonard pre¬ 
sented a definite picture of what is 
needed from rural areas to provide 
adequate food to feed the nation, our 
armed forces and our allies. The 
speaker emphasized the need for 
every farmer to produce to the limit 
all food stuffs including grain, meat, 
poultry and dairy products. Mr. 
Leonard indicated how much electri¬ 
city had contributed by making it 
possible for farmers to increase the 
production of poultry products and 
other vital items on the farm, the 
saving of time through using electrici¬ 
ty to pump water for stock, cooling 
milk and other numerous uses. In 
closing the speaker urged that all 
.present back our fighting men to the 
limit by working harder to produce 
more food so that our men on the 
battle front can be assured of "an ade¬ 
quate supply of food. At the com¬ 
pletion of Director Leonard’s address 
distribution of the attendance awards 
were made. 

An exhibit of home made electrical 
equipment built by F. F. A. students 
of the Petrsburg High School under 

the direction of M. J. Worthington, 
High School Agriculture teacher in co¬ 
operation with Fred E. Darr attract¬ 
ed considerable attention. Prof. Leh¬ 
mann cooperated by adding a dehy¬ 
drator, an electric lawn mower and a 
number of safety bulletins to the dis¬ 
play. These were part of the Farm 
and Home Week exhibits at the Uni¬ 
versity of Illinois earlier in the month. 

Members not present at this meet¬ 
ing missed a splendid program. There 
were 525 members, friends and guests 
in attendance. 

The following members were elect¬ 
ed by the membership at the Annual 
Meeting held February 27th to serve 
as the Menard Electric Cooperative 
Board of Directors for the fiscal year: 

Henry B. Colby, President; Homer 
T. Brown, Vice President; W. H. 
Montgomery, Secretary-Treasurer; 
Mike Basso, Ben Cave, Archie Zook, 
E. Clyde Lewis, H. D. Shelhammer 
and C. Nelson Worner. 

This group of men will chart the 
course of your Cooperative through 
the coming year.. It is the desire of 
the members of your Board of Direct¬ 
ors to administer the business of your 
cooperative in a capable and busi¬ 
ness like manner. They are fully 
aware of the trust and confidence you 
have placed in them. 

All members of the former Board 
of Directors were reelected except A. 
E. Hurie who, because of ill health, 
requested that his name be omitted 
from those recommended by the nom¬ 
inating committee. 

Archie Zook of Athens is the new¬ 
est member of the board. Mr. Zook 
has been interested in the R.E.A. 
program since its inception. He has 
always taken an active part in fur¬ 
thering cooperative interests in Men¬ 
ard County. As one of the progres¬ 
sive farmers of his community he is 
interested in promoting programs to 
increase efficiency and production on 
the farm. Mr. Zook is active in the 
Menard County Farm Bureau. 

The Menard Electric Cooperative 
has assisted in providing recent pro¬ 
grams in several communities as fol¬ 
lows: War Time Educational Pro¬ 
gram, Farm Bureau Building, Peters¬ 
burg, Community Club, Hazel Dell 
School, Petersburg, Community Club, 
Sangamo Center School, Sherman, 
American Legion Meeting, Mason 
City, Communiyt Club, Jordanville 
School, Ashland, Community Club, 
Wiggins School, Cantrall; Aeronau¬ 
tics Class, Athens High School; Com¬ 
munity Club, No. 8 School, Peters¬ 
burg; Community Club, Independence 
School, Jacksonvile; Community Club, 
Sherman Valley School, Easton; and 
at the High School Greenview. These 
programs have been arranged by 
Manager A. E. Becker and Fred E. 
Darr, Electrification Adviser. They 
also assisted in arranging "Buy A 
Bomber” programs sponsored by the 
Menard County War Savings Staff at 
Petersburg, Oakford, Greenview, 
Athens and Tallula. 

It will be the purpose of your Co¬ 
operative to continue to cooperate 
with all Community Clubs and other 
groups during the summer in further¬ 
ing their programs, being always 
ready to assist any groups to which 
members belong in promoting pro¬ 
grams that will be of interest. 

Cooperative Employees Aid With 
Wat Time Programs 

During the Second War Loan 
Drive every employee of the Menard 
Electric Cooperative purchased a U. 
S. War Bond. It’s Board of Direct¬ 
ors voted to purchase an additional 
$5,000.00 worth of War Bonds. 

Recently a citation was awarded 
the Cooperative Office by the U. S. 
Treasury Department indicating that 
10% of the salaries paid employees 
was being used to purchase War 
Bonds. 

A. E. Hurie is one of the members 

of the original committee of three 
that contacted R.E.A. representatives 
to learn the facts on how to obtain 
R.E.A. service for Menard County, 
Following the development of plans 
to obtain service Mr. Hurie was of 
real assistance in helping build an or¬ 
ganization, your cooperative, that is 
among the leading R.E.A. Coopera¬ 
tives in the Nation. 

Ever active in forwarding a con¬ 
structive program for your Coopera¬ 
tive, Mr. Hurie served continuously 
as a member of its board of directors 
until retirement. 

In cooperation with other members 
of the board of directors, Mr. Hurie 
has watched your cooperative de¬ 
velop from a small organization serv¬ 
ing 247 members over 125 miles of 
rural R.E.A.,. lines into a substantial 
well formed R.E.A. system operating 
1125 miles of R.E.A. lines serving 
nearly 2500 members. 

The cooperation, advice and coun¬ 
sel of A. E. Hurie as one of the 
pioneers of rural electrification in the 
building of the Menard Electric Co¬ 
operative will be remembered by 
everyone in the years to come. 

Mr. Hurie did not wish to be con¬ 
sidered as a candidate for re-election 
to the cooperative Board of Directors 
at our Annual Meeting owing to ill 
health. 

A sincere vote of appreciation and 
thanks is extended A. E. Hurie from 
the present Board of Directors, em¬ 
ployees and membership for his faith¬ 
ful performance of a trust to bring 
to the communities served by our 
system the labor saving conveniences 
and better way of living made pos¬ 
sible by R.E.A. service to these rural 
areas. 

REA Service Available To j 
Applicants 

In line with the government’s pro¬ 
gram to increase food production this 
year, W.P.B. has partially lifted its 
ban on new electrical connections to 
permit short extensions of existing 
rural distribution lines to operate 
specified farm production equipment. 

Before qualifying for an extension, 
the applicant must receive certifica¬ 
tion from the local county war board 
that the requested electrical connec¬ 
tion will result in a substantial in¬ 
crease in farm production or a sub¬ 
stantial saving of farm labor. Other 
eligibility qualifications are: Appli¬ 
cant must own or be able to obtain 
one of the following pieces of equip¬ 
ment: water pump for livestock, 
milking machine, milk cooler, incuba¬ 
tor, brooder, or feed grinder. He 
must have no other means of operat¬ 
ing such equipment on the premises. 
He must have a minimum of 5 “ani¬ 
mal units.” 

An extension of up to 100 feet is 
permitted for each animal unit, ex¬ 
cept that a minimum of 5 animal units 
is required for an extension. Exten¬ 
sions up to 5000 feet may be made 
upon certification by the county U.S. 
D. A. war board to your cooperative 
authorizing the construction of these 
extensions. 

Copies of the new WPB form of 
application, U-l-c, are available at 
the Menard Electric Cooperative of¬ 
fice and at the County U.S.D.A. War 
Boards. Members and customers on 
existing Cooperative and utility pow¬ 
er lines are urged to contact their 
neighbors who have not yet wired 
and advise them that now is the op¬ 
portune time to make application for 
electric service if they wish to In¬ 
crease the output of food products 
on their farm to back up the boys on 
the battle front. 

The Menard Electric Cooperative 
office will cooperate by assisting to 
fill out the necessary applications for 
those wishing R.E.A. service. Appli¬ 
cants are invited to contact their co¬ 
operative office at once. 

The WPB action was taken In 
"Supplementary Preference Rating 
Order P-46-c” Previously under P-46 
no new electrical connection has been 

permitted, urban or rural, except for 
War Plants or war housing. The 
supplementary order applies equally 
to private utilities and publicly-owned 
cooperatives. 

Most of the materials required for 
the connections approved will come 
out of existing inventory in the 
hands of utility companies or elec¬ 
tric cooperatives. Necessary appli¬ 
ances will be supplied out of existing 
stocks now in the hands of manufac¬ 
turers, dealers, and farmers. In or¬ 
der to conserve copper, primary 
lines—the lines running from trans¬ 
mission lines to transformers—must be 
single phase and must be constructed 
of No. 6 galvanized steel, except that 
copper-covered steel wire or No. 4 
or No. 6 A.C.S.R. conductor may be 
used if it is available in the excess 
inventory of the utility or the coop¬ 
erative. Secondary lines—the lines 
running from transformers to the far¬ 
mer’s equipment which for technical 
reasons require copper—may not con¬ 
tain more than 30 pounds of metal for 
any prospective customer. 

February Billing 
Total Miles energized  1124.95 
Members receiving service  2372 
Average KWH used per member....96 
New Members connected last 

month    5 
Total number of KWH sold 

last month  228,931 
March Billing 

Total Miles energized  1124.95 
Members receiving service  2396 
Average KWH used per member....98 
New members connected last 

month  14 
Total number of KWH sold 

last month    233,922 
April Billing 

Total Miles energized  1124.95 
Members receiving service  2406 
Average KWH used per member..! 13 
New members connected last 

month ...-. 10 
Total number of KWH sold 

last month  273,053 

Western 
Carthage, 111. 

We have made a prepayment of 
$28,000 to REA on our special con¬ 
struction obligation of $457,533.30; in 
addition to making all interest pay¬ 
ments on schedule. To date your 
cooperative has paid all current in¬ 
terest due REA on this special con¬ 
struction obligation—these interest 
payments totaling $15,901.56. 

Adequate reserves are being set 
aside to care for emergencies which 
might arise. Principal payments on 
our indebtedness are now due, which 
means we must keep our revenue 
up to a certain point, and keep 
down our expenses as much as pos¬ 
sible in order to build up a substan¬ 
tial reserve with which to meet these 
payments. 

We believe our cooperative to be 
in a healthy financial condition and 
hope for the continued cooperation 
and support of our members. 

With greater increases in livestock 
than in corn acreages for 1943, farm¬ 
ers have never faced a more im¬ 
portant 'need for careful planning 
to prevent a shortage of feed and 
foodstuffs which would result if this 
should be an unfavorable crop year. 
A good policy for the farmer is to 
guage production in such a way that 
he can adjust livestock needs to less 
than an average corn yield, according 
to H. C. M. Case, head of the de¬ 
partment of agricultural economics of 
the University of Illinois college of 
agriculture. 

The demand for scrap is even great¬ 
er this year than last, as many 
industries will reach their maximum 
production during 1943. It is your 
obligation to collect all the scrap 
around your home and farm. Your 
sons and your neighbor’s sons on the 
battle front ask that you give the 
scrap drive your attention. Do your 
part, remember it is your duty and 

Clinton 
Breese, 111. 

Mathew Fischer, northeast ol 
Carlyle, is now using electricity t<> 
increase food production on his farm;; 
he has installed on electric water 
pump. 

Laurence Snyder, south of Summer-4 

field, is also increasing food pro* 
duction with electricity. Adolph 
Saenger, southeast of Mascoutah,; 
has installed a deep freeze locker* 
He keeps frozen meats and vegetables £ 
the year around right at home. 

Hugo Hofsommer, located two miles 
north of Breese, recently received 
electric service under WPB order! 
U-l-C. Mr. Hofsommer has twenty-* 
two milk cows from which he pro-* 
duces milk for the St. Louis market* 
He has installed an electric milht 
cooler and will install a milking, 
machine as soon as he can obtaiil 
one. He says electricity is a great ^ 
help in producing good milk and th* 
milking machine will help relieve ths? 
shortage of manpower. He is very' 
much pleased with electric service* 

If you will let the cooperativf 
know what equipment you can use, 
we will make every effort to help 
you locate it. 

Drying foods is especially import-! 
ant in wartime because it does not 
require sugar, metals, rubber or othef• ^ 
materials used in more common types 
of food preservation. Your coopera-* 
tive has a dehydrator and has sue-* 
cessfully dehydrated some apples, 
carrots and beans. Anyone inter-* 
ested can see the dehydrator—als<j 
fruits and vegetables which have 
been dryed. Since dehydrators are 
almost impossible to purchase at this 
time, home-made heated driers can 
be made and instructions for them £ 
may be obtained by inquiring at the 
office. 

Jo-Carroll 
Elizabeth, 111. 

The Jo-Carroll Electric Coopera¬ 
tive of Elizabeth this week enters its 
fourth year of supplying electric ser* 
vice to farmers and other rural con- 
sumers in this area. ^ 

Citing the progress of the cooper¬ 
ative since its lines were first ener¬ 
gized on May 15, 1940, Floyd I* 
Ruble, manager, recalled that the sys¬ 
tem had only 145 consumers at the 
end of its first month of operation* 
Today the cooperative furnishes elec¬ 
tric service to 553 consumers along 
315 miles of distribution lines in Jo 
Daviess and Carroll counties. £ 

Farm members of the cooperative 
have come to depend more and more 
on electric equipment to save labor 
and increase production of such vital 
foods as milk, eggs, poultry and 
meats, Mr. Ruble said. The 491 farms 
billed by the cooperative consumed 
an average of 76 kilowatt hours in 
April as compared with 65 KWH a 
year ago. 

The cooperative encourages its?1^ 
members to make the best possible 
use of existing electrical equipment 
and to build home-made devices, Mr. 
Ruble said. The cooperative has 
plans for several home-made appli¬ 
ances such as chick brooder and fruit 
and vegetable dehydrator which re¬ 
quire few critical materials. Many of 
the electric devices saving a substan-: 
tial amount of labor are in the farm 
home, including water systems, wash-^ 
ing machines, ranges, refrigerators 
and irons. 

Aid To Farmers 
The war production board’s liber¬ 

alized service connection order has 
made it possible for the cooperative 
to supply electricity to many new 
farms engaged in livestock, dairy and 
poultry production, according to Mr. 
Ruble. Service has been extended to 
two farms under the order so farj^l 

obligation—get out that scrap. 
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and extensions to over thirty more 
applicants are now being taken and 
staked. Farms eligible for such ser¬ 
vice are near present lines of the 
cooperative. They must meet certain 
minimum production requirements and 
juse one or more specified electric de¬ 
vices—water pump for livestock, 
milking machine, milk cooler, incu¬ 
bator, feed grinder. 

The cooperative’s program got un¬ 
derway on June 19, 1939 when the 
REA allocated $244,000 of its first 
loan to the system. Constructions 
started after a contract had been let 
on Oct. 5, 1939 for the building of 
255 miles of line at a cost of $188,770. 
REA has advanced the cooperative a 
total of $310,488 on its construction 
allotments as of Jan. 31, 1943. 

M. J. M. Co-op 
Carlinville, 111. 

The M.J.M. Electric cooperative 
celebrated its third anniversary on 
March 26. The lines, which extend 
through Macoupin, Jersey and Mont¬ 
gomery counties, were energized 
March 26, 1940. It will be recalled 
that the system had only 224 con¬ 
sumers at the end of its first month 
of operation. Today your coopera¬ 
tive furnishes electric service to 
1,455 consumers along 628 miles of 
distribution lines in the three above 
named counties. 

The cooperative's program got un¬ 
der way on June 21, 1939, when the 
REA allocated $292,000 of its first 
Hoan to this system. Construction 
started after a contract had been let 
on Sept. 13, 1939, for the building 
of 336 miles of line at a cost of 
$232,917. REA had advanced this 
cooperative a total of $604,504 on its 
construction allotments as of Dec. 
31, 1942. 

Our members have come to de¬ 
pend more and more on electric 
equipment to save labor and increase 
production of such vital foods as 
milk, eggs, poultry and meats. The 
1,455 consumers served by the co¬ 
operative consumed an average of 92 
kilowatt hours in February as com¬ 
pared with 79 kilowatt hours a 
year ago. 

New consumers who have met 
limitations requirements recently in¬ 
clude: Frank Krueger, Jerseyville; 
Irvin Kasten, Carlinville; Truman H. 
Little, Carlinville; Jacob LeVora, 
Carlinville; Fred W. Howell, Jersey- 
ville; Theo. Dietl, Hillsboro; Leo 
Lott, Carlinville; Jacob Booher, Cof- 
fen; Marion Laubscher, Brighton; 
Foster Poole, Dorchester; Kenneth 
Schreier, Shipman; M. S. Snod- 
smith, Brighton; Charles Peebles, 
Carlinville; Thomas Killam, Carlin¬ 
ville; Arthur Duelm, Bunker Hill; W. 
A. Young, Coffeen; H. L. Burke, 
Hillsboro, and Walter Schmidt, 
Brighton. 

Southwestern 
Greenville, 111. 

R. J. Rickher writes: “I want to 
tell you that we have purchased a 
new Jamesway electric brooder and 
w-e like it fine." 

Here is the story in a few words 
as told by Julius Hosto: "We have 
added an electric brooder to our list 
of appliances. It’s sure tops for 
raising chicks—the most economical 
and labor saving way we have had 
yet." 

Others who have reported the ad¬ 
dition of brooders are: J. L. Cheath¬ 
am, Oscar Mansholt, John W. Helm- 
kamp and George Sanner (5 drawer). 

J. O. and Clarence Nettles report 
an electric pump for pumping water 
for stock. Electric ranges have been 
purchased by Dean Wade, Everett 
Zeeb and John W. Helmkamp. 

Glen Leitch wrote giving us some 
uses he is making of electricity; ."Here 
is the list of my electric appliances— 
radio in house and barn, milker, 
.water pump, refrigerator, iron, washer, 
motor on work bench, lights in 
chicken house which we use morn¬ 
ing and night. If any one thinks 
electricity isn’t one of the handiest 
things on the farm, it’s because they 
have never had it. 

The lights in the chicken house 

alone pay for the month's bill. An¬ 
other handy thing is that little one- 
quarter horsepower motor which can 
be picked up and taken out to the 
fan mill, fan your seed, set it on the 
corn sheller or almost anywhere 
it would take an extra man to turn 
something. I could name many ways 
electricity saves time in these busy 
and rushed times.” 

Each month we list those who 
consume energy above a certain num¬ 
ber of kilowatt hours. We do this 
not only to show how much energy 
they use, but because this is an 
indication of what they are doing with 
electricity. We do not want anyone 
to waste electricity but to use it 

-wisely for the production of food 
and to save manpower. If you have 
found some new way to save time 
and labor with electricity won’t you 
please write and tell us about it so 
we can pass it on to the .others? 

Norris 
Newton, 111. 

The failure of congressmen and the 
war production board to realize the 
value of rural electrification in the 
food effort is similar to the failure to 
realize the general farming situation 
in the past. It is the duty of every 
member and anyone interested in rur¬ 
al electrification to acquaint his con¬ 
gressman with the facts as to the need, 
importance and value of electric pow¬ 
er in rural areas, not only for the 
present, but also after the war period. 

Look around your home for some 
of these hazards: Unlighted stair¬ 
ways, loose rugs on polished floors, 
frayed lamp cords, loose fitting wall 
receptacles, open sockets, and toys, 
brooms, mops and other articles left 
on stairways or in doorways. Have 
a good door mat near the entrance 
of your house so that no one need 
step with wet shoes on bare floors. 

We are happy to report the fol¬ 
lowing new members: D. E. Dar- 
rough, W. N. Lorance and Ralph 
Newlin, all of Oblong, and S. W. 
Mitchell of Evansville. 

We wish to thank all members 
who have reported trees along the 
line which need to be cut or trim¬ 
med. It is much better for everyone 
to have the tree limbs out of the way 
before they fall on the line and inter¬ 
rupt service. If you know of any 
dangerous trees along the line please 
let us know, and we will be very 
glad to take care of them. 

Wayne-White 
Fairfield, 111. 

The self-meter reading plan is 
working out very nicely and there 
is a marked improvement in the 
results of the members' efforts to read 
their own meters. A large majority 
of the members is making a strenuous 
effort to cause this self-meter reading 
plan to be a success. As indicated 
before, we would mtich rather mail 
a statement to the members showing 
the true meter reading rather than mail 
them a billing with an estimated 
meter reading, and if all members 
will cooperate very closely, we’ are 
sure the plan will be a success. 

Please try to read your meter 
the day you receive your card and 
return the reading by the first return 
mail. 

Congratulations New Members— 
N. R. Eblin, William Frease, L. E. 
Pollard, Lorin Newby, D. B. Mul- 
lenix, Glen Rudolph, Omer Shelton, 
C. E. Vick, Walter V. Cook, David 
S. Jacobs, Pierce McNeeley, E. C. 
Putney, Charles Hunter, Thurman 
Griffith, Edward Bright, Lloyd E. 
Ellis, W. H. Schaeffer, A. E. King, 
Ohio Oil company, Alvin D. Spicer, 
Martha E .Harris, Delbert Wick and 
Roma W, Behymer. 

Fight The Axis In Your Home 
Beat the saboteur—prevent home 

accidents—invest in war bonds— 
—know first aid—prevent fires—save 
fats. 

Scrap is vital to victory. You are 
aiding the axis if you have even 
a few pounds of scrap metal in your 
home which has not been turned into 
the fight. Spring housecleaning affords 
an excellent opportunity to get to¬ 

gether any which might have been 
overlooked before. The scrap situa¬ 
tion grows qiore acute each day, as 
reserves dwindle. Think of each piece 
of metal as guns to defend your 
home—as armor plates to protect your 
relatives and dear ones on the fight¬ 
ing front. America desperately needs 
scrap now to charge this country’s 
blast furnaces and help build MORE 
AND MORE PLANES, TANKS, 
TRUCKS, GUNS, SHIPS AND 
BOMBS to continue carrying the 
fight to the enemy. Get all of your 
scrap in the fight NOW I Get in 
touch with your County Salvage 
Chairman. He will help you get your 
scrap to the proper place. 

Illinois Valley 
Princeton, 111. 

Benjamin T. Hochstatter of Men- 
dota writes in to say: "We enjoy 
electricity greatly. Have a full line 
of electrical house equipment except 
a mangle, which was ordered but has 
not come through. Home-made elec¬ 
tric pig brooders proved very satis¬ 
factory during the farrowing season 
which took place during the first two 
weeks in March when the weathei 
was very cold.” 

Weston Fruland of Sheridan says: 
“I am dropping you a line to inform 
you we have just had a hot water 
heater installed in our milk house. We 
certainly enjoy the lights and with 
the many conveniences we now have 
would hate to get along without 
them.” 

“If it hadn't been for our electric 
pig brooders two litters of our pigs 
would have died, H. R. Kennedy 
says. When Mr. Kennedy paid his 
electric bill at the office recently tie 
commented on the efficiency of the 
four electric pig brooders which had 
been used on his farm. It just hap¬ 
pened that the weather turned very 
cold at that time and with the help 
of the brooders the pigs were saved. 
Mr. Kennedy’s son also used an elec¬ 
tric pig brooder for his Club Pigs and 
had very good success. 

New member, recently -welcomed 
into the cooperative include: H. L. 
Peterson, Walter Hyson, Mae Ryd¬ 
berg, Horton Lindberg, John McKir- 
gan, Jr., Glenn R. Moore, LaVerne 
Norlin, Leonard Brooks, Thory Lys- 
land, Alice Laub, Sarah Page, Julius 
Hermie, Floyd Earhart, Henning 
Earhart, Henning Blunck and Joseph 
L. Morris. 

Tri-County 
Mount Vernon, 111. 

rrancis W. Hammer of Kinmun- 
dy says: "We certainly do enjoy 
our electric service. It is so depen¬ 
dable—seldom ever have any trouble 
with the current being’ off. Have a 
new corn popper and a light electric 
mixer added to our numerous appli¬ 
ances.” 

Fay Gowler of Mount Vernon 
says: "We have a radio, toaster, 
clock, range, iron, refrigerator and 
washing machine, all run by electri¬ 
city." 

Joseph Muck of Patoka says: "We 
enjoy our electric appliances very 
much, especially refrigerator, iron, 
range, radio and lights are fine. 
Thanks to the Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative.” 

Earl Cook of Mount Vernon says: 
“We are very well satisfied with the 
service of this cooperative." 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Leicht of Pa¬ 
toka have a new electric range. 

Fred Buhrman of Route 3, Nash¬ 
ville, has a refrigerator, milk cooler, 
small motors, washing machine, iron, 
radio and several other appliances. 
Mr. Buhrman has also wired a house 
for tenants. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Fehrman of 
Route 2, Ashley, are the proud par¬ 
ents of twin daughters. 

Paul Reesener of Nashville has 
recently Installed a four can milk 
cooler. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Zeeman of 
Route 2, Ashley, are the proud par¬ 
ents of a baby girl. Mrs. Zeeman is 
the daughter of S. L. Jack, one of the 
original members on our line, Mr. 
Zeeman, a private first class in the 
army, Is stationed in Oklahoma. 

Praises Efiforts 
Made In Illinois 
To Collect Scrap 

C. Agnes Wilson, who has been 
coordinating salvage campaigns in 
Illinois under the REA program, re¬ 
views her work in the following ar¬ 
ticle: 

My present assignment in Illinois 
working through the Rural Electric 
cooperatives on the general salvage 
program in counties which they serve 
in Illinois expired May 15. 

The late Charles O. Falkenwald 
and Ben Regan, executive secretary of 
the general salvage branch of the 
war production board, Chicago, real¬ 
ized that the REA has many rural 
contacts over the entire state and na¬ 
tion, including members of many dif¬ 
ferent organizations, therefore, REA 
was asked to help with the salvage 
program on a nation-wide basis. 

Heavy scrap, tin cans, waste fats 
and nylon and silk hose are articles 
of great importance to the war effort. 
Counties are organized for a heavy 
scrap drive or campaign by a coun¬ 
ty salvage chairman, appointed di¬ 
rectly by the war production board. 
These are usually organized down 
through the county with a leader for 
each. to-wn or city and one for each 
township or rural school district or 
community. 

Women Have Part 
The chairman of the county wom¬ 

en’s salvage program is appointed by 
the county salvage chairman in most 
cases. Since this is to be a contin¬ 
uous program, it is important to set 
up a more thorough organization and 
establish congenial and efficient work¬ 
ing relationships. 

In many of the counties in which 
I worked, the county chairwoman 
has been appointed the day I was 
in the county. She was given sug¬ 
gestions for the county organization 
set-up. Leaders of each town and 
city are appointed also—one for each 
township, rural school district or 
community. In every county there is 
a different organizational set-up, dif¬ 
ferent programs and many interest¬ 
ing people. 

Just for example, let us consider 
the first two counties in which I 
worked: 

March 24 I was in Jefferson coun¬ 
ty. Mrs. B. H. Tuttel, wife of the 
REA system manager, is county sal¬ 
vage chairwoman and is doing a very 
conscientious job. We arranged for 
a meeting with Ed. Champ, county 
salvage chairman; Mrs. Elbert Ep- 
ler, household fats chairman; Mrs. 

Adams 
Camp Point, III. 

Bookkeeper Bmi Hughes and Cash¬ 
ier Elizabeth Jahn attended a Book¬ 
keepers’ School held at the Pere 
Marquette Hotel, Peoria, on May 
3-5, while Siipt. Dean Searls was 
present for the final session Wed¬ 
nesday. 

Those attending this training center 
represented most of the twenty-seven 
REA co-operatives in the state of 
Illinois. 
sessions brought out new as well 
as improved bookkeeping methods 
and procedures to be followed, while 
Geo. Dillon of the applications and 
loans division, REA, told of the im¬ 
portant role that Co-ops now play 
in the furthering of the war effort, in 
accordance with those farms quali¬ 
fied to come under the new farm¬ 
stead wiring order for increased pro¬ 
duction. 

Awards Made 
At the regular safety meeting of 

the Co-op on April 21, all linemen 
and office employees were awarded 
No Accident Honor pins for having 
attained a safety record ;in ■ 194? 
whereby - no time was • lost while on 
the job. • 

These awards are made each year 
by the Illinois REA Safety and Job 
Training committee, in the interest of 
Ihe Co-op employees becoming safety- 
minded and thus setting up a well- 
established safety program for the 
state. 

Mculley, AAA farmer field woman 
and women's salvage publicity chair¬ 
man, Mrs. B. H. Tuttel and myself. 

We prepared a questionnaire re¬ 
turn card with general information on 
all phases of the salvage program on 
one side, and a check list form on 
the return card. This was to be 
mailed out to over 5000 farmers in 
the county, using the franking privil¬ 
ege of the AAA. 

Mrs. B. H. Tuttel also had several 
problems in the county which were 
hindering the collection or pick-up of 
salvage materials. Investigations of 
the problems were made and assist¬ 
ance was given. 

Visits Breese 
On April 5, I was at Breese, where 

Joseph Heiman is manager of the 
Clinton County Electric cooperative, 
Mr. Heiman accompanied me to see 
Edward Netemeyer, county salvage 
chairman, and also REA members. 
Arrangements were made for a coun¬ 
ty salvage committee meeting on 
Thursday evening on the heavy 
scrap program. That afternoon I 
attended a meeting of the home bur¬ 
eau at the Netemeyer home and, fol¬ 
lowing a talk on the women’s sal¬ 
vage program, a county organization 
was set up, with Mrs. Metemeyer as 
women’s salvage chairman. Miss 
Ruth Hubbard, home adviser for St. 
Clair county and three units in Clin¬ 
ton county, was named county co- 
chairman. Miss Hubbard agreed to 
appoint township leaders in communi¬ 
ties which she serves. 

REA cooperatives which I have 
visited have offices located in Steel- 
ville, Shelby ville, Mattoon, Winches¬ 
ter, Camp Point, Carthage, Bloom¬ 
ington, Princeton, Geneseo and Eli¬ 
zabeth. 

I have averaged working in oue 
to two counties a day on the pro¬ 
gram since May 5. The finest co¬ 
operation has been received from 
farm and home advisers, AAA coun- 
ty chairmen and field women, farm 
equipment dealers, leaders of offices 
of county civilian defense committees, 
women’s organizations, schools, boy 
scouts, 4-H clubs, REA units and 
many other groups. 

Illinois has a good chance of 
ranking first in the nation on the sal¬ 
vage program.' Coordinating these 
activities has done much to help the 
war effort. The work has been so 
interesting and challenging that I am 
really sorry there, are not travel 
funds for its continuance. The REA 
system managers and personnel are 
so cooperative that they have made 
my work a real pleasure. 

Annual Meeting 

of Bookkeepers 

Held in Peoria 
Sixteen cooperatives were repre¬ 

sented at the annual meeting of REA 
bookkeepers in Peoria, May 2 through 
5, where various forms and orders in 
connection with state and national 
bookkeeping activities were dis¬ 
cussed. 

Talks were given by Joseph Lado- 
ta, regional chief auditor; J. J. Mur¬ 
phy, REA auditor for Illinois, and 
George Dillon, chief of the loan ap¬ 
plication division for Region 5. 

It was voted to hold the next book¬ 
keepers' conference in St. Louis, Mo. 
Meetings of this kind are held to 
familiarize REA bookkeepers with 
progress made in the organization’s 
accounting and billing program and 
to provide them with valuable infor¬ 
mation concerning all phases of their 
work. 

A feature of the meeting of mana¬ 
gers of the cooperatives on May i 
was the presentation by John G. 
Waggoner, manager of the Coles- 
Moultrie Electric Cooperative at Mat- 
toon, of a simplified work order and 
stock record forms which should prove 
helpful to all cooperatives. 

An easy wall paper remover is 
made by dissolving Yi cup pow¬ 
dered alum in one gallon of water. 
Apply to paper with a kalsomin* 
brush; the paper “peels” off easily. 
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Electrification Program Pays 
Out On Nation-Wide Basis 

Instead of "collapsing in the lap of our government" the rural electrification program has successfully dem~ 
onstrated the ability of a "bunch of farmers" to run their own business. The above map indicates the prepay¬ 
ments on government loans in each of the ten regions, with Region Five, comprising Wisconsin, Iowa, Illinois 
and Upper Michigan, ranking second in the nation in point of advance payments. 

Believes in Electricity 
Practical Farmer Heads State Association 

A practical farmer, having com¬ 
plete knowledge and a full apprecia¬ 
tion of the benefits of electricity, 
adequately describes the president of 
the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives and provides ample 
reason for the interest he has mani¬ 
fested in the promotion of the REA 
program. 

He is G. Wayne Welsh of near 
Sciota, and his farm is the answer 
to critics who wonder how elec¬ 
tricity can remove much of the 
drudgery from farming and bring rural 
residences and buildings in line with 
less isolated more populated com¬ 
munities. 

The Welshes are members of the 
McDonough Poveer Cooperative, the 
ofiFice of which is in Macomb. There 
is no stumbling around in the un¬ 
certain glow of coal oil lamps in the 
Welsh farm home—or in the barn 
or other buildings either, for all of 
them are electrically lighted. 

From the time Mr. Welsh arises 
in the morning to shave with his 
electric razor until he sits down in 
his well lighted living room to read 
the evening •paper--at night, electricity 
plays an important part in making a 
farmer’s life more cheerful. Mrs. 

Although the lines from two elec¬ 
tric power systems crossed his pro¬ 
perty, it remained for the arrival of 
REA before Julius Grenke wired his 
buildings and began benefiting from 
the use of electric energy. Mr. 
Grenke s farm is located IJ.^ miles 
west of Oconto Falls, Wis., geogra¬ 
phically favorable to line construction, 
and at a spot most convenient to the 
radiation of power lines into the city, 
as well as the adjacent rural area. 

Welsh too finds that electricity light¬ 
ens her household burdens consider¬ 
ably. 

Helps In Housework 

The kitchen in the Welsh home 
rivals any to be found in the city. 
It contains all the electrical appliances 
which any woman might want, in¬ 
cluding an electric stove, dishwasher, 
food mixer and refrigerator. An elec¬ 
tric ironer makes wash day less of 
a chore than it used to be. Rugs 
and upholstered furniture are kept 
spic and span with an electric sweep¬ 
er and various cleaning attachments. 

At the breakfast table are found 
an electric toaster, waffle iron and 
coffee percolator. The living room 
is complete with electric lights and 
electrically operated clock and radio. 

A casual visit to the basement of 
this very modern farm home reveals 
an electrically driven air filter, at¬ 
tached to the furnace, to circulate 
warm air through the house in winter 
and cool air in summer. There is also 
an electric motor in the basement 
to operate a water purifier and water 
softener, turning well water into pure, 
soft water. 

Electrically driven drills, grindstone 
and other machines gives Mr. Welsh 

The above picture shows three power 
line poles, the one at the left carry¬ 
ing the REA lines, the middle pole 
carries the lines of the Wisconsin- 
Michigan Power Company, and the 
third pole from the left carries the 
lines of Wisconsin Public Service. 
The lines of the Oconto Electric Co¬ 
operative fan out in three directions 
from this corner, carrying REA ser¬ 
vice to a large number of Oconto 
county farms. 

ample equipment to keep his tools 
and machinery in top condition. And, 
if a piece of equipment breaks and 
needs welding, Mr. Welsh simply re¬ 
pairs the broken part with his port¬ 
able arc-welding outfit. 

With all these devices, it is small 
wonder that the Welsh family is 
sold on electricity for the farm and 
that the Welshes are doing every¬ 
thing in their power to encourage the 
REA program as a boon to agricul¬ 
tural production and a joy to farm 
residents. 

Officers Chosen 
For New Year by 
Winchester Co-op 

— 

Glenn C. Smith has been elected 
president of the Illinois Rural Elec¬ 
tric cooperative of Winchester for 
the ensuing year. 

Other officers named, include Wal¬ 
ter Strubinger, vice president; How¬ 
ard Hurrelbrink, treasurer, and F. L. 
Longmeyer, secretary. The follow¬ 
ing directors were named: H. H. 
Kilver, V. JF Galloway, R. J. Myers, 
W. D. McEvers, Leonard Wood, V.- 

_T. Parks and C. H. Erke. 

James Barnes of 
Jacksonville to 
Assist President 

James M. Barnes of Jacksonville, 
former congressman from Illinois, 
has been named administrative assist¬ 
ant to President Franklin D. Roose¬ 
velt. 

The appointment of Mr. Barnes to 
such an important post in administra¬ 
tive circles gives the REA a friend in 
one of the key positions of our gov¬ 
ernment. The former Illinois con¬ 
gressman is a long-time supporter of 
the REA program. 

Officers Named By 
Edgar Cooperative 

Clayton Perisho has been elected 
president of the Edgar Electric Co¬ 
operative association for the ensuing 
year. ‘ 

Other officers elected include Her¬ 
man Yeargin, vice president, and C. 
E. Winans, secretary and treasurer. 

Directors elected at the annual 
meeting of the cooperative are Clay¬ 
ton Perisho, Charles F. Schneider, 
Frank Stratton, Dean Watson, Her¬ 
man Yeargin, Clifford Morris and 
C. E. Winans. 

With Electric Service to Spare 

Gerth Appointed 
Acting Chief As 

Falkenwald Dies 

C. O. FALKENWALD 

linois Electric Cooperatives being 
honored in having its coordinator^ 
A. E. Becker, -included among 
honorary pallbearers. Services wer« 
held March 30 in Baltimore, Md, 
and burial was in that city. 

Many sincere tributes have beets 
paid to Mr. Falkenwald, two ©I 
which are contained in the following 
paragraphs: 

From Administrator Harry Slatteryj 
‘The Federal Government, and th«f 

Rural Electrification Administration 
especially, has lost a faithful and 
effective public servant. My heart is 
heavy. All REA mourns his passing.” 

From Clyde Ellis, NRECA: 
“To Charlie the cause of rural 

electrification was almost sacred. He 
lived it day and night. No one real* 
ized better than he the superb hapM 
piness, the efficiency, power is brining 
to the farm home. Proud indeed was 
he of the tremendous contribution 
power is making to the war effort.” 

Stoneman Attends 
Wickard Conference 

* 

Arthur W. Gerth has been named 
acting chief of the applications and 
loans division of the REA to suc¬ 
ceed the late Charles O. Falkenwald, 
who died March 25, at his home in 
St. Louis. 

Mr. Falkenwald, who was -11 years 
old, was known personally to many 
Illinois REA members, directors and 
managers. He was not only a pioneer 
crusader for rural electrification, but 
he was a fighter, particularly in the 
field of cooperative organization. He 
hurdled the barriers of red tape and 
got the job done. He originated the 
self-help system, which brought elec¬ 
tric service to hundreds of farms in 
areas where construction funds were 
limited. ~ - 

Illinois REA cooperatives were rep¬ 
resented at funeral services for Mr. 
Falkenwald, the Association of II- 

E. J. Stoneman, Vice President of the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association and a member of its ex* ^ 
ecutive committee, was among those 
officials and Executive Manager Clyde 
T. Ellis who attended a conference 
with Claude R. Wickard, Secretary 
of Agriculture, in Washington on 
April 24th. 

The committee discussed with Mr, 
Wickard various activities of the Na* 
tional Association, its assistance to 
the cooperatives, and to the rural 
electrification program. The confer* 
ence lasted for more than an hour. 

Small farms where one can hedge 
against the decreasing supply of food 
are reported in demand by persons 
willing to do some part time farm¬ 
ing. 

UP SHE GOES—ALL ASSEMBLED m 

The picture above shows a Chip¬ 
pewa Valley, Wis., line crew in ac¬ 
tion—and departing a bit from the 
usual procedure: the transformer pole 
in this case being hoisted, with all as¬ 
sembly work completed. 

The photograph above was taken 
just before the butt was hoisted clear 
of' the ground, to be dropped into 
the post hole. This installation job 
was along Highway 53, a few miles 
north of Eagleton. Approval was 
given for the connection of three 
farms along a mile stretch of the 

highway, when light plants failed to 
meet the requirements, or . failed en¬ 
tirely. 

Combined units of • these three 
farms, where were considered in ap¬ 
proving the application for service, 
includes 68 milk cows, 1100 chickens 
and 250 hogs. All three farms were 
Delco wired. Without sendee the 
farms were threatened with reducing 
their dairy herds by one-half. 

So anxious were the three farmers 
for electric service that they offered 
their help in making the connections. 


