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Lives To Fight 
Again, He Wants 
To Rejoin Army 

Holder of the Purple Heart medal 
for wounds incurred on Guadalcanal, 
but anxious to get back into action— 
that is the story typical of America’s 
fighting men and also the record of 
William V. Musgrove, member of the 
line crew of Wayne-White Counties 
Electric cooperative at Fairfield. 

Bill has been employed by the REA 
cooperative for a total of approxi¬ 
mately eight months. Shortly after he 
started working for Wayne-White, 
his draft board called and Bill was 
inducted for service in an air raid 
warning unit of the signal corps. 

Shipped over to Guadalcanal after 
a brief indoctrination course, he was 
in the thick of the fighting which fin¬ 
ally saw the Japs driven from the 
island. It. was during a particularly 
severe bombing raid that Bill, who 
was one of Uncle Sam’s soldiers en¬ 
trusted with radar activities, was 
v/ounded. 

Wounded in Raid 
With bits of shrapnel imbedded in 

both his hip and arm, he was hos¬ 
pitalized for several months. While 
the raid was in progress, Bill, like 
other wounded men, waited patiently 
to be removed to a first aid station, 
gritting his teeth to help dull the pain 
he was undergoing. 

The all-out bombing was one of 
the last serious attempts made by the 
Japs to retake the ground lost on 
Guadalcanal. Ordinarily such a har¬ 
rowing brush with death would be 
enough for most men, but Bill thinks 
otherwise. 

He'd like to get back into uniform 
because, he says, “Somebody has to 
do the fighting and it might as well 
be me as the next fellow.” Until, 
however, his wounds heal and that 
aggravating stiffness goes out of his 
arm, Bill will continue his fighting 
on the home front, doing what he 
can to help bring electricity to the 
territory in which he works so that 
Wayne and White county farms will 
produce the food so vital to war and 
peace alike. 

MEETIKG TO BE 
HELD NOV. 24 BY 

CO-OP MANAGERS 
Managers and superintendents 

of all Illinois REA cooperatives 
will hold a meeting November 24 
in the Abraham Lincoln hotel, 
Springfield, it is announced by A. 
E. Becker, coordinator of the As¬ 
sociation of Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
eratives. 

The purpose of the meeting is to 
formulate plans to be presented to 
various board of directors and to 
select committees for the coming 
year. The meeting is the first of 
its kind to be held by the state 
association and is expected to be 
one of a series planned exclusively 
for managers and superintendents. 

Give Addresses At Regional Meeting 

Principal speakers on the program for the second annual conference of delegates from Region Five, NRECA, 
held in Dubuque on November 10th, are pictured above with E. J. Stoneman, regional director and vice president 
of the national organization. From left to right are Mr. Stoneman; Carl Hamilton, assistant to the Secretary of 
Agriculture; C. A. Winder, assistant to the director of the Office of War Utilities; and Clyde T. Ellis, executive 
manager of NRECA. 

B. F. Snively Resigns as Safety 
Director; Ho 

Benjamin F. Snively, Illinois REA 
job training and safety director since 
the program was started in the state, 
has resigned to accept the position as 
manager of the Rural Electric Con¬ 
venience cooperative at Divernon. 

Mr. Snively succeeds Manford 
White, acting manager of the coop¬ 
erative, who has recently been in¬ 
ducted into service. No successor 
has yet been named for Mr. Snively, 
whose resignation was accepted with 
regret by the job training and safety 
committee at a meeting held October 
25 at the University of Uinois with 
Professor E. W. Lehman. 

The safety program among REA 
cooperatives in Illinois was one of 
the strongest in this section of the 
country and much of the credit for 
this record belongs to Mr. Snively. 
Many hours of instruction of the 
field and at safety meetings in coop¬ 
erative offices have paid dividends, in 
that the Illinois has one of the low¬ 
est accident rates in the nation. Prior 
to entering the REA cooperative 
movement, Mr. Snively was employed 
by Stanley Engineering company. 

Applications for a new safety di¬ 
rector are now being received by 
John G. Waggoner, secretary-treas¬ 
urer of the committee, and manager 
of Coles-Moultrie Electric cooperative 
at Mattoon. Practical knowledge of 
line safety work and the ability to 
transmit this information to linemen 
are prime qualifications for the posi¬ 
tion. 

The job training and safety com¬ 
mittee was informed by Melvin Hen¬ 
derson, assistant professor in the uni¬ 
versity’s college of agriculture, that 
vocational funds are available for the 
employment of instructors to conduct 

Snccsssor Selected 

GOOD LUCK BEN 

120-hour courses on practical appli¬ 
cations of electricity for farmers. Mr. 
Henderson was authorized to seek the 
reaction of cooperatives on the pro¬ 
motion of such a course, with the 
possibility that it be cut down to re¬ 
quire from 20 to 36 hours rather than 
the 120 hours as originally an¬ 
nounced. 

JOINS I.A.A. STAFF 
Lynn T. Lanier, who has been em¬ 

ployed as bookkeeper in the McLean 
county AAA office at Bloomington 
since 1933, has joined the staff of the 
Illinois Agricultural association. 

Mr. Lanier will devote most of his 
time to the business advisory service, 
succeeding E. N. Searls, who is now 
associated with the food distribution 
association. 

STATE S CORN AND 
SOYBEAN CROPS TO 

ESTABLISH RECORD 

This year’s Illinois corn and soy¬ 
bean crops are expected to be the 
largest ever raised in this state. The 
total yield of corn is estimated at 
446,000,000 and of soybeans at 75,- 
000,000 by Illinois and Federal de¬ 
partments of agriculture. Corn will 
probably average 51 bushels an acre, 
a high mark exceeded only twice— 
last year and the year before—and 
equalled once, in 1939. Ninety-six 
percent of this year’s acreage was 
planted with hybrid seed. 

COOPERATIVELY 
SPEAKING  

Here’s what your cooperatives are 
saying in their personal columns 
found elsewhere in this issue: 

Southern Illinois—“Within the next 
few weeks, the cooperative plans on 
clearing the right of way through the 
help of members at 50c an hour.” 
Fans in winter promote health-eco¬ 
nomy. 

Western—“Fourteen line exten¬ 
sions, made in accordance with WPB 
regulations, were completed, and five 
additional applications for service 
have been received.” 

McDonough—“S. P. Wolford of 
Cedar township, one of Knox coun¬ 
ty's leading feeders, has installed an 
automatic feed grinder which he op¬ 
erates with a 5 horsepower motor.” 

Farmers Mutual—“The workmen 
of your cooperative are starting trim¬ 
ming trees and underbrush over the 
system and any assistance you can 
give them in the burning of brush, 
etc., will be greatly appreciated.” 

The man who said one-half of the 
world does not know how the other 
half lives never was on a rural 
phone line. 

STONEMAN RE-ELECTED 
REGIONAL DIRECTOR TO 
NATIONAL COOPERATIVE 

By-Law Changes Voted 
Down at Dubuque 

Meeting 

Cooperatives from Wisconsin, Illi¬ 
nois and Iowa, comprising region five, 
were well represented at the meeting 
held in Dubuque, Iowa, on November 
10. The meeting was called by the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association in accordance with its by¬ 
law’s, and was the second of the serie« 
of ten regional meetings to be held 
during the month of November. 

E. J. Stoneman, regional director, 
was in charge of the meeting. The 
forenoon session was given over to 
talks and discussions by Clyde E. 
Ellis, executive manager of the Na¬ 
tional, and Carl Hamilton, assistant 
to the Secretary of Agriculture. The 
afternoon session featured an addres* 
by Clarence A. Winder, assistant to 
the director of the Office of War 
Utilities, former chief of the Coopera¬ 
tive Operations Division of the Rural 
Electrification Administration. 

Hamilton Praises Program 
The talks given by Mr. Ellis and 

Mr. Winder appear elsew'here in thi« 
issue. Mr. Hamilton, a native of 
Iowa, discussed participation by th« 
Department of Agriculture in the 
rural electrification program. As¬ 
signed directly to affairs pertaining to 
region five, Mr. Hamilton stated that 
over 9,000 farm service connection* 
had been approved under U-l-c in 
this region, and that over 50,000 had 
been approved in the nation. Hi* 
figures included both utility and co¬ 
op pow’er lines. Mr. Hamilton also 
told that the rural electrification pro¬ 
gram was deserving of credit for help¬ 
ing to boost the food production oii 
farms of the nation to 40 per cent 
over the peak production during the 
last world war. In summarizing the 
activities of his department he stated 
that it was regrettable that so few 
senators and congressman realized the 

I full contribution of tbr REA program 
I to the nation’s food problem, 
j Insurance Program Discussed 
j Avery C. Moore, secretary-treasur- 
j er of the National organization and 
! manager of its insurance department, 

spoke briefly on the pooling plan be¬ 
ing offered to REA cooperati-es. 
“The national association is not an 
insurance company, but merely a buy¬ 
er of insurance for the benefit of REA 
cooperatives," Mr. Moore explained 
to the regional delegates. He further 
stated that the insurance program was 
proposed only after investigation had 
disclosed that insurance rates charged 
public utilities wrere “50 per cent 
lower’’ than those charged coopera¬ 
tives on a comparative basis. 

Growing out of Mr. Ellis’ talk was 
a discussion of a proposed amend¬ 
ment to bill H. R. 3572, which was 
before the agricultural committee of 
congress at the time of the meeting. 
A resolutions committee appointed by 
the chair, consisting of Edgar Beach 
of Iowa, G. Wayne Welsh of Illi¬ 
nois, and W. E. Owen of Wiscon¬ 
sin, brought in the following resolu¬ 
tion which pertained particularly to 

Turn to Page Seven) 
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GIVE US THIS DAY . ♦ . 
Farmers who are just now 

beginning to relax after one of 
the hardest food producing 
seasons in the history of this 
great nation are being brought 
up rather sharply these days 
by a realization that an even 
toughter road lies ahead for 
them next year. 

Our military men are hop¬ 
ing for the best in regard to an 
early end of the war, but are 
preparing for the worst. They 
are looking ahead to at least 
another two years of war and, 
consequently, are imploring 
farmers to make ready to sur¬ 
pass the great record they turn¬ 
ed in this year. Until victory 
is finally achieved and until 
Europe’s hungry people are fed 
the farmers of the United 
States will have to continue to 
produce food in record quanti¬ 
ties. 

A review of 1943 food uses 
shows that 25 percent wrent for 
non-civilian use, while the re¬ 
maining 75 percent was con¬ 
sumed here in the United 
States. Of that 25 percent, 13 
percent went to the armed 
forces, 10 percent was allocat¬ 
ed for lend-lease and 2 percent 
went for special causes, such as 
feeding the thousands of starv¬ 
ing families in re-conquered 
countries. 

Shipments abroad next year 
will be increased to compensate 
Russia for crops lost when Ger¬ 
many conquered her “bread 
basket,” the Ukraine. Although 
much of the Ukraine has been 
recaptured, crops will not be 
available, naturally, until next 
year’s harvest. With greater 
production needed next year, 
therefore, it behooves every 
farmer in Illinois to put his 
equipment in 1-A condition and 
prepare for the greatest battle 
for food ever waged. 

In this battle for increased 
food, REA cooperatives will 
play their part, bringing elec¬ 
tricity to as many farms as they 
possibily can under wartime re¬ 
strictions. Quotas of wiring 
material must be carefully 
checked and used promptly and 
carefully, in order that top ef¬ 
ficiency is reached and no sur¬ 
plus remains from one quarter 
to another. Allocations of cri¬ 
tical materials which have not • 
been used in the quarters as¬ 
signed for them will be lost— 
there can be no building up of 
inventories. 

REA cooperatives are proud 
of the part they have assumed 
in aiding the production of 
food—and take pride in look¬ 
ing ahead to further increasing 
this production. 

Undermanned, as many of 
the cooperatives are at present, 
it is a tribute to linemen, par¬ 
ticularly, as well as to over- 
v/orked office personnel to find 

Thanksgiving Conies To REA by Mrs. Dean Searls 

REA systems functioning at 
high service levels. Some co¬ 
operatives, which pormally had 
several linemen on their staffs, 
now have only one; office per¬ 
sonnel has been reduced dras¬ 
tically in a number of offices, 
and new employees have re¬ 
placed those who have taken 
other jobs. Despite this short¬ 
age of labor and the constant 
turnover of help, your REA 
cooperative can truthfully say 
that it is doing the job to the 
best of its ability. 

With such a record, mem¬ 
bers can have confidence that 
the REA cooperative move¬ 
ment is a power for good in 
their communities and can look 
for greater things in the future 
when this war has finally come 
to an end. 

REA cooperatives stand 
back of the farmer, and the 
farmer stands back of the men 
on the fighting front. No mat¬ 
ter what both are called upon 
to do in the coming months of 
blood, sweat and tears, the na¬ 
tion can rest assured that the 
farmer and his REA coopera¬ 
tive will not let the war effort 
down. Together we move for¬ 
ward with an overwhelming 
force and together we are a 
mighty power holding the line 
on the vital home front. Let us 
not be swayed in our purpose 
and let us remain a ' united 
home-front team. 

SURPRISING ISN’T IT? 
And ... a little gratifying. 

We re speaking about the fact 
that your electric energy bill 
has remained at pre-war levels, 
despite an increase in the cost 
of almost every other com¬ 
modity you buy. Groceries, 
clothing, rent, amusements— 
all have gone up in price, but 
your kilowatt hour still keeps 
plugging away at the same old 
figure. 

So, when you wonder—as 
occasionally some members do 
—about reducing the cost of 
electricity, remember that pow¬ 
er rates have remained at pre- 
Pearl Harbor quotations and 
have not advanced to astron¬ 
omical proportions along with 
many other items. Give your 
cooperative credit for being ef¬ 
ficient and resourceful enough 

to be able to opreate on a cost 
basis so that members can con¬ 
tinue to reap the benefits of the 
same low rates they enjoyed 
before the war drums began to 
roll. 

RURAL EDUCATION 
Educators in rural fields em¬ 

phasize that the basic thought 
behind “country school” educa¬ 
tion be broadened to take ad¬ 
vantage of farm life—not as a 
means of escaping the draft, 
but as a means of bringing up 
children to the realization of 
what the farmer means to his 
country. 

Too often rural schools have 
undertaken to prepare children 
for city life, and not enough 
emphasis has been put upon 
praising their farm surround¬ 
ings. Farming today is a busi¬ 
ness and good businessmen and 
women are needed in rural 
communities as much as they 
are in the big cities. The “hick” 
and “clodhopper” went out 
with the peg top trouser era, 
but some of the farm young¬ 
sters still feel shy in admitting 
that they were born on farms 
and intend to stay on farms. 

Rural teachers can perform 
a great service to their various 
farming communities if they 
will devote more time to en¬ 
couraging a farm-conscious at¬ 
titude in the minds of the 
youngsters in their classrooms. 
Many small towns fail to retain 
their young folks because the 
so-called glamour of city life 
has been stressed and the ad¬ 
vantages of small communities 
underrated. 

Too many boys and girls 
who leave the farms for college 
feel that they are going back¬ 
ward if they return to the farm 
rather than use their university 
degrees to secure city positions. 
They overlook the fact that an 
educated person is a thinking 
person and that four years 
spent in a fraternity or sorority 
house on a college campus does 
not necessarily fit an individual 
for an over-emphasized white- 
cpllar job. We go to college 
to learn to think and clear 
thinking should teach us to 
evaluate our positions in Kfe. 

This is not to say that every 
farm boy and girl should stay 

on the farm. Some may have 
ambitions to become profes¬ 
sional men and women—doc¬ 
tors, lawyers, nurses, teachers. 
But it is intended to bring home 
the fact that those young men 
and women who like farming 
should feel that agriculture is 
as noble a profession as any 
offered in a college curriculum. 
Some of our finest universities 
offer agricultural courses in 
scientific farming. If a boy or 
girl likes the farm, he need not 
feel that he must leave be¬ 
cause he has received a college 
degree. Farming today is a 
highly specialized enterprise 
and requires careful planning. 
A college background is surely 
more essential for a young 
farmer than it is for a $20-a- 
week clerk in the city—and 
that often is what a college de¬ 
gree may lead to. 

Certainly farm work is hard 
—but work pi the city with its 
constant drive and pressure; its 
cramped living quarters; its 
stuffy offices and jammed buses 
and street cars is no bed of 
roses. Se we say to you farm 
youngsters, if you can get a 
college education, get one—but 
don’t feel that it makes you a 
misfit for farming. After you’ve 
put your college degree in your 
hip pocket, come home—if you 
like farming—and your com¬ 
munity will be proud of you. 
Farm boys and girls today are 
being taught the real value of 
agriculture as a national power. 
And this is an admirable time 
for rural school teachers and 
parents to drive home a true 
love of the farm and of the 
great outdoors to rural chil¬ 
dren. 

& 
SAFETY PROGRAM 

Cooperatives: Attention!  
Now more than any other time 
the Illinois REA safety pro¬ 
gram is needed to keep down 
accidents along power lines. 

Every effort should be made 
to keep the program in opera¬ 
tion. Linemen must not be al¬ 
lowed to “let down” in their 
work; office employes must be 
kept safety minded so that no 
accident will prevent them 
from discharging their duties 
efficiently. 

With less help than they 

have ever had before, REA co¬ 
operatives must make doubly 
certain that mishaps do n^t 
cause any more curtailment* 
manpower. Many cooperatives 
are down to rock bottom in the 
matter of employes; an accident 
to a lineman may mean that the 
system is without adequate 
protection; 

In the temporary absence of 
a safety director, it is the duty 
of every manager and super¬ 
intendent; every forman an^ 
every lineman to see that * 
precautions relative to the pre¬ 
vention of accidents are taken. 
We must see that equipment is 
in working order and that all 
safety measures are encourag¬ 
ed. Cooperative members de¬ 
pend on their leaders to see 
that no stone is left unturned 
to keep the “juice” flowing 
through power lines. Electri*^ 
ity during the coming mont* 
is the life blood on many farms 
—the energy which enables a 
farmer to keep the wheels of 
production turning. An accident 
will interrupt that flow of pow¬ 
er and delay production. 

Records show that eight 
deaths occurred on REA sys¬ 
tems during the months of June, 
July and August, according 
figures compiled by the RE^ 
Lineman. Four of the deaths 
occurred on lines which either 
men who were killed or their 
supervisors thought to be de¬ 
energized. They “didn’t know 
the gun was loaded. ’ A fifth 
fatal accident may also fall in¬ 
to the same category. In at 
least one of the accidents rub¬ 
ber gloves were not worn, anAt 
the crew members did no^ 
know what to do when their 
companion was injured. 

It is interesting and vital to 
remember that NOT A 
SINGLE ONE OF THE 
FATAL ACCIDENTS OC¬ 
CURRED ON SYSTEMS 
HAVING AN ACTIVE REA 
SAFETY AND JOB TRAIN¬ 
ING PROGRAM. 

At least six and possibly* 
seven of the eight deaths can 
be attributed to open violation 
of REA safety rules. 

LETTERS FROM HOME 
Do you know a boy or girl 

in service? All of you do. He 
or she may be your son or 
daughter, or the son or daugh¬ 
ter of your farm neighbor. £ 
Maybe he’s your former grocer 
or that fine young fellow who 
used to repair your tractor or 
take the money for your light 
bill in your REA cooperative 
office. 

Whoever he or she may be, 
remember that a letter from 
the home folks will be one of 
the most welcome gifts imag¬ 
inable. Far away in Africa, 
India, the British Isles, on a 
ship at sea or in China, that 
boy or girl in the service of 
his country looks for a letter 
from someone he or she knows. 

They know you’re tired; that 
you’ve worked hard to pro¬ 
vide the food which makes our 
military forces the best fed in 
the world. But there is some- 
thing which must go beyond a 9 
full stomach; that’s the thought 
that he or she is not fighting 
this war alone. So when the 
day’s work is done, sit down 
and write to Private John and 
tell him about the doings in 
the old neighborhood. John, 
Jim, or Harry, and even Mary 
Brown, who looked so smart in 
her Red Cross, WAC or Ma? 
rine uniform, will enjoy know- <£ 
ing how the crops came along 
this year; how old Shep is still 

(Turn to Page Seven) 
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Stretching The Month’s 
Supply of Meat 

By ETHEL MORRISON MARSDEN 

OF THE MONTH 

^it's been rather a long time since 
we have talked about ways of stretch¬ 
ing our meat allowance, and for that 
reason, I thought perhaps this month 
we might search about for new ideas 
for making the most of the limited a- 
mount available under the rationing 
program. The meat supply at the pres¬ 
ent time offers us a much wider variety 
of cuts to choose from than it did a «onth or so ago—and under those 

mditions, we find ourselves free to 
use our meat ration coupons for what¬ 
ever kind and cut the market affords. 

We all appreciate the fact that 
no matter how we figure, there still 
isn’t enough meat to satisfy all ap¬ 
petites during wartime. This doesn’t 
mean, however, that supplies are less 
than in peace years, because on the 
contrary, our meat production now is 

greater than at any time in history. 
^Working day and night, our Ameri¬ 

can farmers, ranchers, packers and 
processors are pushing meat produc¬ 
tion goals higher. It takes time, 
though, to produce meat—in fact, it 
takes longer to ‘‘build’’ a good beef 
steer than to build a destroyer. 

Men in the fighting forces, natural¬ 
ly, have first call on our meat sup¬ 
plies. We know, of course, that our 
fighting Allies are often in desperate 

•Wneed of more meat. Then too, men 
and women working here at home for 
long hours on hazardous war jobs 
have a special right to their share of 
meat. 

As a result of this, it has been 
necessary to provide a means of 
sharing the available supply of meat 
under a system of point rationing. 
And so today, we have had a new 
form of arithmetic introduced into our 

^^lives, which we might call “point ra¬ 
tion" arithmetic. Rationed along with 
meats are cheese, fats, and oils, all 
bearing a point value. This close 
partnership springs only from the fact 
that they are all on the wartime 
scarce list. For, though cheese makes 
a good main dish alternate for meat 
occasionally, fats and oils have quite 
a different duty in well-balanced 
meals. If your family were to follow 

' the average habits of peacetime eat- 
‘ ing, roughly two-thirds of your points 

udll be spent for meat and cheese 
these days, and the other third for 
fats and oils. For many families, meat 
rationing calls for few, if any, diet 
changes. However, families who have 
used meat more generously in the 
past, need to adjust their menus care¬ 
fully now. 

We know, of course, that meat sup¬ 
plies goodly amounts of six of the 
main values which we need. We find 
meat to be an excellent source of 
protein. Meat also is rich in iron and 
phosphorus—two of the minerals most 
essential to our health, and in addi¬ 
tion, supplies us with three of the 
B vitamins. If you have been relying 
heavily on meat for these food values 
in the past, make sure that the meals 
you serve now which use less meat 
still supply ample amounts of the 
same food values. 

In making these substitutions, you 
will find that you can derive pro¬ 
tein, the B vitamins, and phosphorus 
from poultry, cheese, milk, eggs, fish, 
dried beans and peas, lentils, soy 
beans, and peanuts. These same foods, 
with the exception of milk, fish and 
cheese, also are good sources of iron. 
For the B vitamins and the iron, be 
sure to stress whole-grain and en¬ 
riched cereals and bread in your 
meals. You know, of course, that 

leafy green vegetables are rich sources 
of iron. Other alternates for meat are 
available in the form of domestic 
rabbit and game. 

Now, suppose for a moment we 
see just what wye can do writh the 
meat that is available. First, make 
good use of all you get. Get the most 
from every bit of meat you buy. Be 
open-minded about using different 
cuts and kinds of meat and try new 
ones, especially those with the low 
point values. It’s wise to know your 
cuts of meat and the best uses for 
each cut. You should also know what 
meat grades stand for and buy only 
as much as you have plans to use and 
ways to store. 

In cooking your meat, cook accord¬ 
ing to cut and fatness. Roast or broil 
a tender cut in an uncovered pan 
with no water added. Give tough meat 
long slow cooking in a covered pan 
with water or steam. Or, brine tough 
cuts and cook as tender meat. 

Then, too, it’s advisable to vary 
the seasonings, especially when you 
use the same kind of meat often. Try 
a little onion, tomato, or green pepper 
—a dash or herb or spices—to give 
a different taste. 

It’s interesting, too, the different 
ways in which you can serve the 
same meat. For instance, you can 
give stew a new appetite appeal by 
serving it in meat pies, as a filling 
for hot biscuits, or scalloped with 
macaroni or spaghetti. And, above all, 
be sure to save all leftover meat, 
drippings, and gravy. Learn thrifty 
and tasty ways to use them. 

There are many ways of spreading 
meat flavor and, after all, that’s some¬ 
thing to capitalize on these days. 
Spread out the good meat flavor in 
more meals by mixing meat with 
bulky mild-flavored foods. Try 
cereals, bread, vegetable sauces as 
meat extenders. Then there are loaves 
and patties. Bind well-seasoned raw 
meat with boiled rice—bread crumbs 
—white sauce—mashed potatoes— 
cooked corn meal, oat meal, cracked 
wheat, or whole wheat. Mold into 
pancakes for quick top-of-stove cook¬ 
ing or loaves for oven baking. 

When it comes to pot roast, add 
whole or halved vegetables to pot 
roast during .the last hour the meat 
cooks, and in connection with stews, 
add sliced or diced vegetables when 
meat pieces have cooked almost, if 
not entirely, tender in water to cover. 
Then top with dumplings to spread 
flavor more. 

Meat pies, of course, can be made 
in family size or individual pies. Top 
a stew with pastry, biscuit rounds, 
mashed potatoes, or even corn meal 
mush. 

Another rather different idea is to 
serve meat broiled on toast. Toast 
your bread on one side. Then spread 
the untoasted side lightly with fat, 
sprinkle with salt and pepper, and 
cover with ground raw beef or lamb, 
and broil by direct heat. 

In winter months soups and chow¬ 
ders prove particularly popular. Add 
pearl barley, macaroni, cracked or 
whole-grain wheat, spaghetti, or 
noodles to soups and chowders made 
from meat trimmings and bones. For 
more variety, you can always add 
vegetables. 

Right now we’re coming to the 
season when stuffings take the spot¬ 
light. Make well seasoned stuffings to 
"space out’’ a boned roast, a pair 
of spare rib sections, or small strips 

of meat for braised birds. 
A hearty meal can be provided by 

using meat and beans together. Com¬ 
bine beans which have been sim¬ 
mered until they are really tender wdth 
ground meat well seasoned. Cook 
slowly until the mixture thickens. For 
chili con carne, add chili and other 
hot seasonings. 

Then, of course, wre can always 
make meat sauce. Brown ground raw 
meat, season with onions, peppers, 
tomatoes, and serve over cooked mac¬ 
aroni, spaghetti, noodles, rice, or po¬ 
tatoes, for an appetizing supper. 

By the way, I have a recipe for 
barbecue sauce that you might like, 
while we are on the subject. Simmer 
soup bones, tomatoes, and seasonings 
both hot and spicy—such as garlic, 
green peppers, bay leaf—in wrater to 
cover. Cook several hours, then let 
set overnight, skim off the fat and 
strain, and serve hot. 

Croquettes. Season ground cooked 
meat. Bind with boiled rice, mashed 
potatoes, white sauce. Shape. Fry or 
bake. 

Baked stuffed vegetables, Lise same 
type mixture as for croquettes to 
stuff peppers, tomatoes, potatoes, egg 
plant, onions. 

Turnovers. Fold a well-seasoned 
filling of chopped, cooked meat in 
rounds of pastry dough. Bake. Serve 
hot .... or in place of sandwiches 
in the lunch box. 

Timbales. Bake a mixture of ground 
cooked meat, white sauce, beaten 
eggs, and seasonings in custard cups 
set in a pan of hot water in a moder¬ 
ate oven. 

Souffles. Mix ground cooked meat, 
bread crumbs, white sauce, seasoning, 
well-beaten egg yolks, folded-in beat¬ 
en egg white. Bake in cups or dish 
set in a pan of water in a moderate 
oven. 

Creamed meat. Add chopped or 
ground cooked meat to milk sauce. 
Serve as shortcake filling for hot bis¬ 
cuits .... or pour over bread, toast, 
waffles, potatoes, boiled rice, or 
macaroni. 

Hash. Mix chopped or mashed po¬ 
tatoes with chopped or ground meat. 
Season to taste and fry in cakes or 

(Turn to Page Fourteen) 

IN THE DAYS TO COME 

When the Pilgrims entertained the 
Indian king Massasoit and about nine¬ 
ty of his braves at the first Thanks¬ 
giving dinner in 1621, they were prob¬ 
ably not aware that their “thanksgiv¬ 
ing” would become one of the great¬ 
est of American holidays. 

However, like many another cher¬ 
ished custom, that first Pilgrim 
Thanksgiving was by no means an 
original celebration. Moses, accord¬ 
ing to the Bible, had long before given 
instructions for a feast of Thanks¬ 
giving. 

This year—more than ever before 
—we’re going to search for ways of 
utilizing up the left-over poultry from 
this day of feasting, in the days that 
follow. It is highly essential this year 
for several reasons—one being be¬ 
cause food is so scarce this year that 
we all feel the very real need of 
making use of every iota of it. An¬ 
other reason, is of course, because 
many of us will be fortunate enough 
to have turkey, duck, or chicken — 
which (glory be) is unrationed ! 

The problem then that confronts 
us is that of making as interesting 
concoctions as possible of those left¬ 
over bits—dressing them up in such 
new ways that the family will not 
frown upon warmed up turkey for 
a week to come. 

One of the most popular ways of 
utilizing any left-overs in meat, be it 
poultry, fish or what-have-you, is in 
croquettes. Seems as though on a 
cold crisp day they fill the bill, either 
for noon or night, equally well, and 
neither children or friend or husband 

[ will feel abused because of having 
to help finish up Thanksgiving din¬ 
ner, when served in this guise. 

Chicken Croquettes 
3 tablespoons quick-cooking 

tapioca 
14 teaspoon salt 

teaspoon paprika 
2 tablespoons minced green 

pepper 
2 tablespoons minced pimiento 

x/z cup milk 
34 cup chicken stock 

1(4 cups chopped cooked chicke® 
Sifted bread or cracker crumb® 

1 egg, beaten with 3 tablespoon* 
milk and dash of salt 

Combine tapioca, salt, paprika, 
green pepper, pimiento, milk and stock 
in top of double boiler. Place over 
rapidly boiling water and cook 8 t®> 
10 minutes after water boils again, 
stirring frequently. Add chicken and! 
mix thoroughly. Chill. Shape Int» 
cones. Roll in crumbs, dip in egg, the® 
in crumbs. Fry in deep fat (390* F.) 
1 minute. Drain. Serve with cran¬ 
berry jelly. Makes 8. 

Walnut Torte 
Out of dessert ideas for Thanks¬ 

giving? Then gaze upon this portrait 
of a perfect one—Walnut Torte. It’» 
the kind of dessert that even a be¬ 
ginner can easily master, because it'* 
so simple to prepare. It’s equally 
good W’hether you use zwieback or 
graham cracker crumbs. Whipped 
cream is used between the layers and 
as a topping. Whole as well as chop¬ 
ped walnut kernels provide the at¬ 
tractive decoration for this truly grand 
dessert. 

1 cup graham cracker crumbs 
1 tsp. baking powder 
1 cup chopped walnuts 
4 eggs, separated 

34 cup sugar 
(4 pint cream, whipped 

Crush and roll graham crackers. 
Mix crumbs with baking powder and 
nuts. Beat egg yolks until thick and 
lemon-colored. Beat in sugar and 
gradually stir in crumb-nut mixture. 
Fold in thoroughly the stiffly beaten 
egg whites. Turn into 2 greased and 
floured layer pans and bake in moder¬ 
ate oven, 375° F. about 10 or 15 
minutes. When mixture is light to 
touch and pulls from sides of pan, 
it is done. Cool thoroughly. Put lay¬ 
ers together with whipped cream. Top 
with the same and garnish with wal¬ 
nut kernels. 

About 8,500,000 pounds of dried 
skim milk was made in the drying 
plant at Whitehall this year. 

Vicland oats, a Badger variety, is 
winning friends wherever it’s grown, 
declare officials of the Wisconsin Ex¬ 
periment association. It is being tested 
all the way from New York to 
California. 

Ti/omen <md <Jf<une 
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'HART ON POWER USED INDICATES 
FARMERS ARISE AT 4 IN MORNING 

REACH PEAK LOADS AT 
NOON AND EVENING? 

FIGURES CITED 

The mystery which has plagued 
sleepy army privates for generations 
seems well on its way to being solved. 
What soldiers have been asking is an 
answer to their question: “Who’s the 
guy who wakes the bugler?” 

While the identify of the individual 
can not be exactly determined, the 
general area in which this breed of 
early birds come from can be placed 
pretty generally in the vicinity of 
the Danvers sub-station, according to 
an amperage demand chart prepared 
to T. H. Hafer, superintendent of 
Corn Belt Electric cooperative of 
Bloomington, which provides electric 
power to 625 farms in that locality. 

According to Ted’s figures, three 
peak periods were recorded at the 
sub-station on an average, clear day 
■—top loads being reached between 6 
and 7 in the morning, at noon and 
between 7 and 8 at night. What 
makes it look bad, however, for the 
suspected bugler wakers, is that the 
sub-station shows a gradual rise in 
electric energy consumed, beginning 
at 4 in the morning—which is about 
the time the sleepy-eyed privates be¬ 
gin to dream of buglers pursing their 
lips to break out that dream-exploding 
call of “We can’t get ’em up, we 
can't get ’em up in the morning.” 

Could Be Wrong 
It could be though that the farmers 

on the 259 miles of line being served 
by the Danvers sub-station—as well 
as the thousands of other farmers 
throughout Illinois—are all getting up 
at 4 in the morning, and that they 
are too Busy these days boosting pro¬ 
duction to bother much about wak¬ 
ing the guy who wakes the bugler. 

Maybe they’re just getting up to do 
the chores before dawn and perhaps 

•  
tion of electric power as men go out 
into the fields to finish combining 
beans and picking corn. Later in the 
morning, however, the kilowatt hours 
begin to churn through the meters 
again as farm women start their wash¬ 
ing machines, turn on vacuum clean¬ 
ers, or grind feed for the chickens. 
At about 10 a. m. the consumption of 
electricity begins to increase—it’s 
time to prepare the noon-day meal. 

A sharp drop in kilowatt hour 
consumption appears on the chart 
shortly after noon when the men 
again return to the field. The lowest 
point for the day is reached at 4 in 
the afternoon, with a gradual rise in 
consumption following immediately. 

Starting at about 5:30, farm families 
in the Danvers sub-station area begin 
building up to the highest peak load 
of the 24-hour period. By that time 
lights are again needed in the house, 
in the farmyard and in the bam; 
water pumps go into operation and 
electric ranges are switched on to 
prepare the evening meal. The all-time 
high point for the day is achieved be¬ 
tween 7 and 8 at night, after which 
there is a gradual drop in electric 
power consumption until the leveling 
off process arrives at midnight, when 
most farm families are in bed, build¬ 
ing up their own personal energy 
for the following day. The chart 
shows that little electric energy is 
burned at night, refrigerators and 
brooders (in season) having the line 
practically to themselves until the 
early rising hour arrives again. 

Appliance Percentages 
A survey shows that 20 per cent 

of the farm homes in the area have 
electric ranges, 45 percent have elec¬ 
tric water pumps and 50 percent have 
electric motors. Some of the larger 
motors are used to run elevators, 
grain dumps and feed grinders. 

Twenty percent of the farmers have 

Farm Folks Visit Sub-station 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Otto and their granddaughter, Sandra Kay, are 
shown above as they momentarily put [arm work aside to visit the Danvers 
sub-station which serves their home. Energized in the [all o[ 1939, the sub' 
station is one of six operated by Corn Belt Electric cooperative at Bloom¬ 
ington. 

Mr. Otto is a firm believer in electricity and he says it has helped him 
materially in production on his farm. His brooders, electric water pump 
and lights are all essentials which he declares it would be hard to do with¬ 
out. He has raised horses since he started farming forty years ago, special¬ 
izing in big, husky Belgians. Like most farmers, Mr. Otto is a jack of all 
trades and he was engaged in painting his new chicken house just prior to 
the time this picture was taken. 

Mr. and Mrs. Otto are participators in a farmers' market in Blooming¬ 
ton, selling farm and bakery products to city folks who patronize their stand. 

they’re having breakfast around 6 
or 7 in the morning. Perhaps that 
climb in the peak load at the Dan¬ 
vers sub-station means that milking 
machines are being turned on; that 
light switches in farmyards and in 
barns are going into operation, and 
that electric ranges, toasters and per- 
culators are being put into service 
for the day's first meal. Could be 
that an electric razor or two is also 
being put to good use. Those reasons 
might alter the case in question— 
and no doubt do. 

Following breakfast, the sub-station 
chart shows a rapid fall in consump- 

electric cream separators and the same 
percentage of farmers have electric 
fences, 

Mr. Hafer said that meter readings 
taken on wash day would show a 
much higher morning consumption of 
electric power, as 89 percent of the 
families served by the Danvers sub¬ 
station have electric washing ma¬ 
chines. Peak loads will shift as wint¬ 
er advances, with the top peak being 
reached earlier in the evening as days 
shorten. Farmers may also rise a little 
later after com husking is over—but 
early rising farmers will always be 
the rule, rather than the exception. 

AUTUMN IS KING AT SHADY BEACH; 
GAY COLORS REPLACE VACATIONERS 

PASTURE NEEDED 
BY FALL, WINTER 

PIGS, DATA SHOWS 

Fall pigs need to get some good 
pasture under their belts during the 
suckling period if they are to be 
successfully grown and fattened in 
drylots during the winter. This is 
even more necessary if they are to 
get little or no animal protein. 

These pigs store something from 
pasture in their bodies that will help 
carry them through the drylot period 
until they are ready for the market. 

If fall pigs don't have a chance to 
get on pasture, animal protein, such 
as tankage, meat scraps or fish meal, 
should be included in their wdnter ra¬ 
tions until they weigh about 125 
pounds. It is also important that at 
least 15 percent good alfalfa meal be 
put in all winter rations for growing- 
fattening pigs. Alfalfa is one of the 
cheapest, most available and best 
sources of the vitamins needed by 
pigs raised under drylot conditions. 

Minerals are very important for fall 
and winter pigs, especially when soy¬ 
bean meal makes up a large portion 
of the protein supplement in the ra¬ 
tion. He suggests that defluorinated 
rock phosphate be included in the 
mineral mixture if bone meal is not 
available. The mixture is made up of 
two pounds of steamed bone meal 
(or defluorinated rock phosphate), 
two pounds of ground limestone and 
one pound of salt (iodized salt is 
best, especially for brood ^sows). 

Farmers can avoid winter pig feed¬ 
ing problems, save oft feed and get 
those 200- to 225-pound pigs to mark¬ 
et faster and cheaper if these sug¬ 
gestions are followed. 

Five Herds Are 
Proof Mastitis 
Can Be Checked 

Five Illinois dairy herds have been 
found free from mastitis in recent 
tests made on eighty-two herds as part 
of the concerted drive against this 
costly disease by the State Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture and University 
of Illinois college of agriculture. 

This serves to prove that mastitis, 
with its losses in milk production, can 
be prevented if good management, 
early diagnosis and proper treatment 
practices are followed. 

Eli Yoder, Douglas county, is own¬ 
er of the first herd found free from 
mastitis. S. J. Heiser and Son, Cham¬ 
paign county, H. M. Wood and L. 
E. Brown, both of Tazewell county, 
and A. V. Birkey, of McLean county, 
own the other herds that tested nega¬ 
tive. 

Of the 1,501 milk samples sent, to 
the laboratory at Urbana, more than 
40 percent reacted postively to the 
mastitis test. Capable of reducing milk 
production by as much as 20 percent, 
the disease is caused by bacteria that 
enter the udder through the teat 
canal. It is spread by contaminated 
equipment or hands of the milker and 
dirty barns and yards. It may follow 
injury to the udder and improper 
milking. Small clots appear in the 
milk and, in advanced cases, the milk 
may become stringy or bloody. 

Mastitis tests and demonstrations 
in the control of the disease are be¬ 
ing carried on in selected herds in 
eight different counties of the state, 
and more clean herds may be reported 
later. Local veterinarians are coop¬ 
erating and treating selected cases in 
infected herds. 

In 1850, 50 per cent of the people 
of the United States lived on farms. 
In 1940 only 22 per cent. With 
farmers increasingly becoming a min¬ 
ority group, does it not stand to rea¬ 
son that they must be better organized 
if they are to protect their own future 
welfare? 

The meter on the sub-station was 
checked on an hourly basis over a 
2-day period by Charles Johnson and 
E. D. Aylesworth, capable Corn Belt 
linemen. The sub-station is one of 
six in the system and was energized 
in the fall of 1939. It is located three 
miles east of the thriving little village 
of Danvers. 

REA IS CREDITED WITH 
ESTABLISHING RESORT 

IN TOP RANK 

Autumn in all its colorful glory has 
silently closed in on the summer 
pleasures of Shady Beach, leaving 
this popular REA-serviced resort 
near Geneseo without bathers and 
boating enthusiasts, but gorgeously 
arrayed in fall’s gay bronze, green, 
red and yellow finery. 

Located on twenty-two acres of 
ground along Rock river, Shady 
Beach has been a mecca for vacation¬ 
ers from the quad-city area, which 
includes Moline, East Moline and 
Rock Island, 111., and Davenport, la., 
for many years. It was established 
about thirty years ago, but not until 
electricity was brought to the little cot¬ 
tage colony by Farmers Mutual Elec¬ 
tric cooperative at Geneseo did the 
resort come into its own. 

The resort, with its twenty-seven 
cottages and community store, is now 
owned by Phil J. Nowers, former 
hardware dealer at Atkinson. Mr. 
Nowers is one of the vacationers at 
Shady Beach, and, when he heard 
that the resort was to be sold, he 
merely switched his allegiance from 
the hardware business to the resort 
business. 

Business Good 

Business, Mr. Nowers said, was 
good last summer and he sees no rea¬ 
son why it won’t continue good next j 
summer. Located off the “beaten 
path,” Shady Beach is an excellent 
place where families can come to “get 
away from it all.” All of the cot¬ 
tages have electric lights. and radio, 
and some are equipped with electric 
stoves. 

In commenting on his electric ser¬ 
vice, Mr. Nowers paid high tribute 
to Farmers Electric cooperative by 
sc ying that the "REA has made this 
place what it is today.” 

When the Nowers first came to 
Shady Beach it was their intention to 
stay at the resort in the summer and 
go south in the winter. The gasoline 
rationing program, however, forced j 
them to alter their plans—and- this 
year Mr. and Mrs. Nowers will win¬ 
ter in their large home, located on a 
hill which overlooks the long row of 
cottages. 

The residence is completely elec¬ 
trified, all that is lacking, according 
to the satisfied REA members, is a 
stoker—and that would have been in¬ 
stalled if the war hadn’t caught up 
with some of the modernization plans. 
On the land adjacent to the house, 
Mr. Nowers is going in for farming 

Illinois Rural 
Youth Achieve 

War Bond Goal 
Illinois Rural Youth “Bonds for 

Bombers” $175,000 goal of War Bond 
purchases has been passed, according 
to a report just Issued by the young 
people’s department of the Illinois 
Agricultural association. 

Rural Youth members of the state 

on a small scale. An increase in 
production, how’ever, is indicated by 
the desire for an electric chick brood¬ 
er—a desire which he hopes will be 
fulfilled this year. 

Owners of River 
Cottage Resort; 
On Geneseo Line 

SHADY BEACH OWNERS 

Mr. and Mrs. Phil J. Nowers are 
shown above seated before their com¬ 
pletely electrified home which over¬ 
looks the cottages which line the 
shore of Rock river and comprise the 
Shady Beach "community." The re¬ 
sort is served by Farmers Mutual 
Electric cooperative, with offices at 
Geneseo, and is one of the most pop¬ 
ular summer colonies in the industrial¬ 
ized tri-city area. Shown with Mr. 
and Mrs. Nowers is their black cock¬ 
er, Silky, who, for once in his very 
active life, has settled down for a 

mistress. 

Dick Nowers, son of Mr. and Mrs. 

Nowers, is stationed in an army medi¬ 
cal unit in Tacoma, Wash., but he 
soon will be in the air corps. Dick 
enlisted in January. 

Another important member of the 
household is Silky, a very much alive 
black spaniel, whose racing around 
compensates for any loss of activity 
which the Nowers may notice now 
that the cottagers have returned to’ 
their homes in nearby cities. 

have purchased a total of $183,913.78 
in war bonds and stamps. Plans are 
now being made by the war savings 
staff of the treasury department for 
the name of “Illinois Rural Youth" to 
be stenciled on the nose of a medium 
bomber. 

Rural Youth members are now 
launching another campaign with a 
goal of $75,000 in war bond and 
stamp purchases to be reached by 
December 31. This figure represents 
the cost of a pursuit ship. 

View of Cottages On Shady Beach 

Summer was in all its glory when the above picture was taken of the 
cottages which help make Shady Beach an ideal vacation spot for swim¬ 
ming, fishing, boating and just plain resting away from the hustle and bustle 
of the city. Today, the big shade trees are nearly bare, although the re¬ 
maining oak leaves have turned the resort into a riot of color, making Shady 
Beach an ideal spot for a fall steak fry ... if you can get a steak. 
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Ellis Reviews Accomplishments 
of National Cooperative Before 
Delegates to Regional Meeting 

Speaking to the delegates of region 
five, NRECA, at the annual meeting 
held in Dubuque, Iowa, on Novem¬ 
ber 10th, Clyde T. Ellis, executive 
manager of the national organization 
reviewed its progress during the past 

'year and stated its objectives in be- 
^.If of the rural electrification pro¬ 
gram in America. A portion of Mr. 
Ellis* address pertained to the part 
the REA cooperatives are playing in 
the nation’s food program, and to the 
financial growth and status of the 
REA program. His review of the 
functions of the national organization, 
its accomplishments, and its objectives, 
are quoted in the following para- 
oraphs: 

“It is generally recognized that the 
most powerful lobby in the Nation’s 
capital is that of the private utilities 
and usually the private utilities main¬ 
tain the most powerful lobbies around 
state capitals. The cooperatives have 
no fight with the private power com¬ 
panies, yet these powerful lobbies 
have struck with all their vengence 
in dark alleys and in divers ways 

^gainst the co-ops. Many people can¬ 
not understand why. 

Time has revealed some of the rea¬ 
sons: 

1. Private power companies hate 
public power in any form. They see 
non-profit electric cooperatives, even 
though they are privately owned cor¬ 
porations, as a form of public power. 
They realize that for many years 
there has been a trend toward public 

ower. Cities have been "going 
municipal.” In the states of Wash¬ 
ington and Nebraska, public utility 
and public power districts have been 
voted by the people and these dis¬ 
tricts buy out. by negotiation or con¬ 
demnation, all private utility proper¬ 
ties in the area. 

2. Private power companies fear 
the yardstick rates of the co-ops. 
Throughout the country the cooper- 

4^atives are purchasing their power 
from private power companies at Tie 
companies’ own prices, then distribut¬ 
ing that power, always in compara¬ 
tively sparsely settled country, at 
rates which in many instances are 
lower than the . ates of the power 
companies in nearby towns—all of 
which is conclusive proof that the 
power companies are making fabu¬ 
lous profits from the consumers. They 

™do not like for the utility commissions 
to know this. Furthermore, the cheap¬ 
er rates of the cooperatives—and, of 
course, they are much cheaper in 
areas where the cooperatives can pur¬ 
chase cheaper wholesale power from 
public sources or generate it them¬ 
selves—the cheaper rates of the coop¬ 
eratives tend to create a restlessness 
among city consumers. They don't 

^ want the folks to realize, for instance, 
• that by comparison with the yard¬ 

stick rates of the co-ops of the Ten¬ 
nessee Valley the people of the Unit¬ 
ed States were overcharged for elec¬ 
tricity last year more than $1,000.- 
000.000. 

3 The cheap rates offered by the 
cooperatives aie quite an inducement 
to small industries. New industries 
that grow vp in the country or move 

£ to the country will use electricity 
which private power companies would 
like to sell them. 

4. They fear that the co-ops are 
becoming strong enough to begin gen¬ 
erating and transmitting their own 
power. Indeed they are already do¬ 
ing it in isolated instances. They 
know the co-ops are not going to con¬ 
tinue to pay 9. 10 and 11 mills for 
wholesale pow-er when the officials oi 

^ the power companies admit the cost 
of generation and transmission is less 
than 3 mills per kilowatt hour. 

These are doubtless only a few cf 

the reasons but they are sufficient to 
help explain why in the early days 
of the rural electrification program, 
the power companies built “spite 
lines” down the main highways and 
into the better settlements in order ro 
disrupt and prevent the organization 
of cooperatives. Some of this is still 
going on. These reasons may also 
help to explain why the powder com¬ 
panies have staged campaigns to bring 
the co-ops under the jurisdiction of 
the various state utility commissions; 
why the power companies have 
sought to prevent the co-ops from 
serving even small industrial loads in 
rural areas; why the private power 
companies have insisted upon the 
co-ops paying higher and higher tax¬ 
es; why the power companies have 
tried—and successfully in some states, 
notably Massachusetts—to prevent the 
organization of rural electric coopera¬ 
tives. 

Last year in nearly half the states, 
bills were introduced in the various 
legislatures designed to cripple the 
cooperatives. 

The power companies usually suc¬ 
ceed in getting their men on the var¬ 
ious state "regulatory” commissions; 
they often succeed in landing them in 
high places in the Federal Govem- 
nent. For instance, they landed C. 
W. Kellog, then President of Edison 
Institute, as head of the Power Di¬ 
vision of OPM, successor to WPB. 
They succeeded in landing their man, 
Col. John C. Damon, stockholder in 
and former head of the Utah Power 
& Light, as chairman of the Army- 
Navy Munitions Board. This Board 
has extensive control over copper and 
other materials, and these two gentle¬ 
men completely stopped rural electri¬ 
fication in America until they were 
removed. 

General Counsel and Deputy REA 
Administrator Vincent D. Nicholson 
stated at the Florida Statewide Meet¬ 
ing, November 3: 

“In my opinion the road ahead will 
be rougher still for the co-ops; for 
the power companies apparently have 
just begun to fight us.” 

These various campaigns of the 
private utilities threw the cooperatives 
of many states together in a common 
defense and thus were organized the 
first state associations. A similar na¬ 
tional campaign of the private utilities 
in which they sought to embarrass the 
cooperatives because of false claims 
that they were hoarding copper re¬ 
sulted in an investigation by the 
House Appropriations Committee ot 
the Congress during the winter of 
1941-42. This brought together in 
Washington cooperative leaders from 
several states. There they began the 
organization of the present National 
Association of the co-ops. 

The Association was organized ex¬ 
actly as the co-ops were organized— 
by a few of the leaders becoming the 
incorporators, for incorporators must 
always be' individuals, and then pro¬ 
viding, as the local co-ops do, that as 
soon as a sufficient membership could 
be had the co-op members of the Na¬ 
tional Association should elect their 
own Board of Directors. This was 
done in a series of Regional Meetings 
a year ago. We are now engaged in 
the holding of this second series of 
Regional Meetings and in these meet¬ 
ings directors are again being elected. 
Incorporated on March 20, 1942, your 
Association has had a phenomenal 
growth in its 20 months of existence. 
Its membership today is 560 coopera¬ 
tives, representing 654,688 farm mem¬ 
bers. 

Perhaps the greatest value of your 
Association comes from its very exis¬ 
tence as a watch dog and as a warn¬ 
ing to any who would seek to destroy 

the co-ops. But the Association has 
rendered many constructive services 
to the cooperatives. The question has 
been asked, “Why can’t REA, a 
Government agency, render the ser¬ 
vices of the National Association?” 
The simple answer is just that REA 
IS A GOVERNMENT AGENCY 
and as such cannot participate in 
many fights to which the co-ops are 
subjected. Sometimes other Govern¬ 
ment agencies, such as the WPB 
Power Division of two years ago, 
have their differences with the co¬ 
ops. If a fight ensues, REA cannot 
fight another Government agency. 

Your National Association, for in¬ 
stance, took the lead in asking the 
President to dismiss Col. Damon and 
other power trust representatives, 
who as Government officials were ap¬ 
parently endeavoring to kill off the 
c< -ops. 

Your National Association spon¬ 
sored and is sponsoring the campaign 
to permit continuation of the construc¬ 
tion program. 

Your National Association is spon¬ 
soring a program to reduce the insur¬ 
ance costs of the cooperatives with 
the result that today the Association 
is saving the co-ops at the rate of 
$200,000 a year on this one item. 
Usually the savings are more than 
their dues in the National Association. 
All this was made possible simply by 
the National setting up an agency to 
pool the cooperatives’ insurance and 
letting it to the lowest bidder. 

The National Association has spon¬ 
sored and is sponsoring other cam¬ 
paigns. For instance, to make elec¬ 
tric dehydrators available, to make 

| refrigerators available, to have wash- 
| ing machines, motors and other equip- 
j ment manufactured again, and to ob- 
| tain clarification of the Federal tax 
status of co-ops. Never a day passes 
but that co-ops come to the National 
Association, usually by letter, for in¬ 
dividual services. They are gladly 
rendered. 

The Association prints a monthly 
bulletin, 10,000 copies of which are 
sent to all managers and directors, 
keeping them constantly advised of 
what is going on in their interest, and 
members of congress, governors, utili¬ 
ty commissions, and power leaders 
everywhere. 

When the last appropriation bill 
was up in Congress the National As¬ 
sociation advised the cooperatives and 
they in turn advised their Members 
of the House and Senate of the ad¬ 
vantages of continuing the program. 
There was no high pressure and the 
Association was complimented by our 
friends in the Democratic, Republican, 
and Progressive parties. 

The National is today cooperating 
100 per cent with the War Production 
Board and the War Food Adminis¬ 
tration. It cooperates 100 per cent 
at all times with the Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration and the Rural 
Electrification Administration is coop¬ 
erating 100 per cent with NRECA. 

I am happy to advise you that in 
terms of amount of dues received, 
September was the National’s biggest 
month since January, and October ex¬ 
ceeded September. Very few cooper¬ 
atives are delinquent with their dues. 

Your National Association has 
made mistakes. It will make others, 
as will any organization, especially in 
its early days. We don’t intend, 
however, to be caught making the 
same mistake twice. 

Every group, corporation, business 
or other interest widespread through¬ 
out the states has its national organi¬ 
zation. The future of rural electrifi¬ 
cation in America is bound up in no 
small way with the existence and suc- 

Safety Slants 
Working under the stress and strain 

of wartime conditions, it is natural 
that the farmer feels hurried and up¬ 
set as he goes about his daily chores. 
His is a big job and he has shoulder¬ 
ed bigger responsibilities than ever 
before in his life. 

Most farms no longer are the peace¬ 
ful, restful places they were before 
the world became engulfed in global 
■war. Because of this ever-increasing 
strain on the food production front, 
it is essential tfu.t the farme- take a 
few moments to reflect on the need of 
safety. 

Working as he does amidst the 
dangerous uncertainties of barbed 
wire, missing ladder rounds, project¬ 
ing nails and balky gasoline engines 
he is constantly running the risk of 
accidents. Therefore, he and his fam¬ 
ily must be careful .... a casualty 
on the farm front, which results in 
slowing down or stopping production, 
is in the same category as a casualty 
on the fighting front. Food and vic¬ 
tory go hand in hand. 

Watch Machinery 
Remember that treads and cogs, 

fans, belts and bolts can either be 
friend or foe. A little thought or a 
bit less haste may prevent an acci¬ 
dent. Stop that motor before coupling 
the tractor to the implement or trailer. 

A farm commandment might be; 
“Yield not to the temptation to mount 
or dismount W’hile the machine is mov¬ 
ing.” 

With the corn picking season a- 
bout over for another year, fanners 
can take time to reflect on the acci¬ 
dents which have been caused in the 
use of com pickers. Men have been 
killed and arms and legs have been 
mangled because seme farmers were 
in too much of a hurry to shut off 
the motor while they pulled a stalk 
free of the rollers. If they had taken 
a minute or two longer, that accident 
would not have happened and they 
and their families would have been so 
much happier. And . . . their country 
would have been farther ahead in its 
food for freedom program. 

A driver should ride a harrow or 
drag only when a sturdy seat is uro- 
vided. If a team is usei, walk behind 
the implement. And here s a tip on 
silage cutters: Danger lurks in un- 
garded drives; do not relax your 
watch on them, any more than on 
the cutters themselves. 

Tractors are at the top of the 
tragedy list in operation of the mo¬ 
dern farms. Many of the same rules 
which apply to the safe handling of 
automobiles hold equally true with 
regard to tractors—that is, shift in 
neutral before cranking, apply brakes 
evenly for emergency stops, take care 
in entering highways, and rely on 
your gears rather than your brakes 
when going dowm steep hills or 
grades. 

Tools — Equipment 
Are your tools kept in regular 

places? Are axe and hammer handles 
secure? Are dangerous tools kept a- 
way from places where children might 
come in contact with them? Is instruc¬ 
tion given in handling sharp and 
pointed tools? Is equipment inspected 
regularly? 

Is machinery kept in good repair? 
Are factory instructions followed? Is 
machinery carefully stored? Is out¬ 
worn machinery disposed of? 

WATCH FARM ANIMALS 
A number of fatalities are caused 

annually by farm animals. Handy 
young work stock gently but firmly 
before breaking and during training. 
A mean horse or mule sometimes be¬ 
haves gently when handled by a 
certain person in whom it has con¬ 
fidence. Speak to an animal before 
entering the stall. Keep gear and 
harness in good repair. Do not run 
the risk of a break. Ring the nose 
of a bull; lead him with a leader. 

i ctss of the National Association of 
the Cooperatives. 

Every cooperative in the country 
has benefited from the Association 
thus far, but not all of them have 
borne their proportionate share of 
the expense. All non-members tend 
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Human beings are susceptible t«i 
many animal diseases; use every pre« 
caution in treating sick animals of 
in disposing of dead ones. 

Farm wells, cisterns and pits ar# 
always a source of danger. When 
digging is in progress, the sides of 
deep openings should be shored up, 
and the top conspiciously marked and 
railed off to prevent animals and in¬ 
dividuals from falling into them. Don’t 
work alone ■when repairing or clean¬ 
ing wells or cisterns. 

Tools and materials should be 
kept well back from the opening so 
they can not fall on the person be¬ 
low. Foul air or gas in the well or 
cistern can be determined by lowering 
a lighted candle into the opening—if 
the flame goes out or burns feebly 
you can be sure that danger lurks 
below. If fresh air can not be blown 
into the well, a generous quantity 
of fresh unslaked lime, upon which 
water has just been poured, will some¬ 
times do the job. 

Abandoned -wells should be filled in 
or securely covered. The old oaken 
bucket may sound fine in a song, 
but it can cause many diseases. Us# 
clean utensils when you dip out your 
drinking water. 

Advice To 4-H 
Groups On Calf 

Projects Given 
Boys and girls with calves in 4-H 

qlub projects will need to push their 
animals along rapidly if they hop# 
to have them big and fat enough t# 
show advantageously late next sum¬ 
mer and early fall. Many calves of 
excellent type and shape fall behind 
some plainer but fatter calves in th# 
show ring. Since full feeding for eight 
or ten months is necessary to put on 
sufficient finish, some variety in th# 
ration is helpful because of such a 
long feeding period. 

Alex Edgar, beef cattle herdsman 
at the University of Illinois college 
of agriculture, suggests the ration h# 
uses to fatten show steers. Edgar 
brings his calf gradually to full feed, 
then twice a day he feeds all the 
calf will clean up within an hour. His 
mixture consists of 500 pounds of 
cracked yellow corn, 300 pounds of 
whole or rolled oats, 100 pounds of 
bran and 100 pounds of pea-sized lin¬ 
seed meal. 

For roughage, Edgar feeds about 
four pounds of clover or mixed hay 
daily, about all the calf will eat. 
He prefers this to alfalfa hay, which 
sometimes causes bloat and scours. 
Although he did not sweeten the feed 
with dried beet pulp during the past 
summer as in some previous years, 
the calves stayed on feed as well as 
ever and have reached their usual 
high degree of finish. He does not 
mix salt with the feed, but keeps it 
always available separately. 

“This is a feeding program which 
any boy or girl in a calf project 
can follow,” he says. 

Management Is 
Big Factor In 
Producing Milk 

“Feed-milk price relationships and 
better distribution of protein supple¬ 
ments are partly to blame for the fact 
that milk production is less than a 
year ago, but greater care in feed¬ 
ing and management will do more to 
increase it than is generally appreci¬ 
ated," says C. S. Rhode, extension 
dairy specialist, University of Illinois 
college of agriculture. 

Cows should be dried off carefully 
and, when calving, be in clean, well- 
bedded stalls. Those calving in cold 
weather should be blanketed. For a 
period of a week to ten days before 
they are due to freshen, cows should 
be fed choice hay, very little, if any, 
silage and only small amounts of bran 
or a mixture of bran and oats. This 
may be continued after calving until 
the udder is normal, then grain feeding 
may be slowly increased. 
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binder Claims: Trading Material For 
Food is Job of Rural Electrification 

Editor's Note: The following is 
0 transcription of the address given 
by Clarence A. Winder, assistant to 
the director of the Office of War 
Utilities, to delegates attending the 
regional conference, NRECA, held in 
Dubuque, Iowa, on November 10th. 
The address is reprinted in its en¬ 
tirety at the request of numerous REA 
managers and officials for the purpose 
Of clarifying in the minds of cooper- 
ative officials and members the pres¬ 
ent conditions with respect to the 
availability of materials for the con¬ 
struction of farm service connections: 

Mr. chairman, officers, and mem¬ 
bers of the Association, and my good 
friends of rural electrification. First, 
I want to thank your Association and 
the local committee in behalf of Mr. 
Krug for giving me time on your pro¬ 
gram and the opportunity to talk to 
you men whom we think of as our 
clients in the job of trading our ma¬ 
terial for food in this war program. 

What is this fight all about? To 
prevent universal rationing, not only 
of food, but of universal thought. We 
lire faced with a problem in the in¬ 
dustrial world which we never 
dreamed of. There are two figures 
which should bring this whole prob¬ 
lem home to you and should be al¬ 
ways in your memories. If I were a 
great orator or dramatist, I would try 
to picture this for you. In this cor- 
ne. I would put the figure 94, tall and 
bright. On this right side, 4900, 
bright as I could make it. In the 
first world war, your government was i 
called upon to do certain chores to 
break up a then serious threat to 
demcoracy. We assisted the French, 
English, and others to break up this 
threat by producing great quantities 
of munitions—94 lbs. of metal per 
inan in uniform in Europe. What 
was then current history is now past 
history. Now, and for several years, 
we carry on a new program to meet 
the repeated problem of breaking up 
a threat to democracy. We are giv¬ 
ing to the various fronts 4900 lbs. 
of metal per man in uniform—fifty 
times as much per man in uniform 
pow as in the first world war. This 
requires interruption to orderly ef¬ 
fect. Now think of this. Why all 
this difference as compared with twen¬ 
ty some odd years ago? You will re¬ 
call that airplanes were new' in the 
last war. Boys talked of flying “egg 
crates”. The only metal used was in 
the engine and darn little there. No 
tanks; just a few little ones in the 
last battles. We furnished no ship¬ 
ping until just at the end of the war. 
Our artillery w'as furnished by the 
French. We furnished small arms 
and men. Now\ in the war today, 
we have to arm our allies, produce 
boats to carry arms to the front, and 
produce hundreds of thousands of 
planes to carry to the front. The 
metals primarily used to produce 
these supplies are copper, aluminum 
and steel. Now these happen to be 
the metals most used in distribution 
systems of cooperatives. Thus the 
impact of war to you has been so 
terrific. You have heard it said and 
Seen it in print that food is just as 
important a part of this war effort as 
any other item, such as, munitions, 
planes, tanks, etc. You and a few 
of the men in high places understand 
that. However, each man in his high 
place in Washington thinks his job is 
the only one there is. Army thinks 
it will win the war and needs all it 
Can lay hands on. The same with 
the Navy. If you have talked with 
it Marine, you know there isn’t any 
doubt but what they wdll win the war. 
Th en there is the Shipping Board, and 
so on along the list. We look 
4round and say, * How is anyone go¬ 
ing to win the war without FOOD?” 

Napoleon said, “The Army travels 
on its stomach," and he did not mean 
the horizontal position. 

Speaking of industry insofar as it 
produces metals for war: there is 
just so much steel in this country 
and there is no way to increase the 
supply to equal the demand. There 
is some increase in copper, but not to 
equal demands. Production af alum¬ 
inum was increased only in the last 
few days, but not balanced. Steel 
was balanced, but is now unbalanced. 
Copper is to be balanced, but it isn’t 
yet, 

I have been speaking to you of a 
problem and giving you a background 
for the method used to solve it. There 
was the question of how to approach 
the problem to get certain fixed back¬ 
grounds for people who want more 
than exists. Thus we had the crea¬ 
tion of W.P.B. which is just what it 
implies—a Board. It operates like a 
Board of Directors. It endeavors to 
secure a daily balance between con¬ 
sumption and production of raw ma¬ 
terials, special attention being given 
to those needed most. “Those needed 
most” are too often those most need¬ 
ed according to some individual’s 
mind. A scries of claimant agencies 
were set up, each responsible for cer¬ 
tain industries. One of these agen¬ 
cies is War Utilities, which endeavors 
to get power when and where needed 
in sufficient quanties, and where it 
will be used to best advantage. Pow¬ 
er is not rationed, but there is little 
surplus. Others of these agencies 
are: Food Administration, Aviation, 
Army, Navy, Maritime Commission, 
etc. Each has a job to do in hus¬ 
banding to see that raw material 
needed most is available for each 
quarter of the year, beginning Jan¬ 
uary 1. Each of the claimant agen¬ 
cies is given a fixed quantity of ma¬ 
terial, the amount being worked out 
by advance request to the Program 
Committee, which sits in session with 
each claimant agency to discuss what 
is needed. To make these requests, 
they must present factual cases, with 
facts which are irrefutable. The facts 
are then weighed. Perhaps your agen¬ 
cy will then be asked to cut back 10 
percent so someone else can have 
what he wants. This goes on until 
each has what It needs to last three 
months. Of course, we get out of 
balance sometimes and special meet¬ 
ings are held. 

Let us^say the Office of War Ma¬ 
terials is given a certain allotment. 
To get that allotment, it presented a 
bound volume of many Inches in thick¬ 
ness which stated that these requested 
raw materials would be translated in¬ 
to KWH to produce a certain amount 
of steel, and certain amounts of other 
items. Now when it came to giving 
how much food would be produced, 
there was practically no factual in¬ 
formation available until just recently. 
It was necessary to use the imagina¬ 
tion to obtain statements. Now state¬ 
ments based on imagination do not 
go very far with fast hitting army and 
navy men. What we got was from 
that kind of information until Jan¬ 
uary of this year—so Food Produc¬ 
tion didn’t get much. You have no 
particular advocate in Washington tc 
sell your needs to W.P.B. 

In January we were able to get a 
little information out of R.E.A. which 
was obtained from 46 farms which 
had been electrified for approximate¬ 
ly four years. There was a page for 
each farm, showing how a certain 
amount of electricity could produce a 
certain amount of food. With that 
small opening, we were able to bring 
out U-l-c—the first ray of light you 
men have had on rural expansion. I 
want to plead with you now to use 
factual Information. The more fact¬ 

WHEN OLD FRIENDS MEET 

Meeting at Dubuque for the second annual conference of delegates from 
Region Five, NRECA, were three old friends whose associations began 
back during the early history of rural electrification. Pictured during the 
renewal of their friendship, left to right, are W. E. Owen, president of the 
Wisconsin Electric Cooperative; C. A. Winder, assistant to the director of 
Office of War Utilities; and G. Wayne Welsh, president of the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, Mr. Winder, former Chief of the Coopera¬ 
tive Operations Division of REA, was an early advocate of statewide coop¬ 
erative associations and through his interest in their behalf he made and 
retained many staunch friends while serving on the official staff of REA. 

ual data we have, the more we are 
going to prove what you and I know 
to be a fact; there is no better ex¬ 
penditure of critical materials than for 
food. The demands for other mater¬ 
ials may slacken, but the demands for 
food will keep going at accelerated 
speeds. Just think what the situa¬ 
tion will be when the war is over. 
The demand for so many of these 
products will suddenly stop, but the 
demand for food will be stepped up. 
More food contracts will be made; 
demands for food will increase, not 
decrease. We feel that we have a 
good case. 

We have a good case to step up 
critical material to give to you, so you 
can give to food production. Here 
is how this is accomplished. In War 
Utilities, the same as In every other 
War agency, rules must be set up to 
govern procedure. The original rule 
set up by War Utilities was known 
as U-l. U-l builds a fence around 
all construction. It says you shall not 
construct except for maintenance and 
operation. Construction was halted. 
As we demonstrate the needs of any 
one phase of power distribution, we 
open the door into a different enclo¬ 
sure. First was U-l-a, which per¬ 
mitted you and many other utilities to 
render service to any facilities of the 
Army, Navy or Maritime Commission, 
“b” was another door for a small 
amount of material; then “c”, “d”, 
“e ”, etc. Most interesting now is that 
particular door known as “c”. 

Look at these orders as permission 
to do what was originally halted. 
Look at the U-l-c order with the view 
of permission to do something. This 
may change your whole viewpoint. 
U-l-c does not prohibit something. 
Be careful not to get the wrong philo¬ 
sophy. 

The first thing we had to do was 
to devise a yard stick which you and 
your neighbors could use. Wash¬ 
ington laughed at it. We went over 
to the Agricultural Department and 
got out the Animal Units Yard Stock. 
It fits in with this program because 
the Food Administration said that first 
on their list was meats, protein, poul¬ 
try and dairy products. Now those 
were just the products that could be 
affected most by electric power. There 
may be another yard stick, and if so, 
I haven’t met up with it yet. With 
our yard stick, we were able to re¬ 
duce our information to a factual 

! basis—so many animal units means a 
certain number of men. Whereas ma¬ 
terial shortage is being alleviated, 

man shortage is getting worse, not 
better. While stepping up produc¬ 
tion, you are faced with declining 
man power. You had to make up for 
loss and for increase. With “ani¬ 
mal units’ came a new conception 
for talking with the War Production 
Board and they began to see what 't 
meant to speak of a five animal unit 
farm. These boys began to see where 
we could use some of that material. 
Gradually, we were given steel until 
a few weeks ago. We thought we 
had enough to continue this program 
for a long time. The program isn’t 
half so much to bring power to those 
who have animal units, but to bring it 
to those who will increase animal 
units. 

Broken into two parts, we have 
this measurement in (1) animal units 
in existence and (2) animal units 
which the farmer will say and believe 
he will produce during the coming 
year. Some will say to me: “Our 
local War Board won’t take our word 
for it. They count only units that 
we have." That is the wrong appli¬ 
cation of the yard stick—it leaves out 
the incentive. Tell them that having 
units is a basis of production of 
more. We must have faith in the 
man who says he will produce ten 
animal units. No orders are policed. 
To make them anything but volun¬ 
tary is to set up a Gustapo, which we 
do not want to do. On the same 
basis, therefore, we set up these or¬ 
ders, but voluntary as they are, they 
have teeth in them so we can get 
after someone who “gets off the reser¬ 
vation”. So far, we do not know of 
anyone who has “gotten off the reser¬ 
vation.” And, we have done what 
the Nazis said could not be done. 

There are other items which are 
worth attention. For instance, var¬ 
iations occur from day to day and 
from hour to hour. You are dis¬ 
turbed when you find that materials 
which you expected to get a month 
ago are not now available; or you 
find that what we told you last month 
is all reversed this month. This is not 
fantasy, but changes in conditions. 
You have no idea wfiat your prob¬ 
lem will be. The first problem was 
to set up stock reserves, for example, 
400,000 tons of copper. Eighteen 
months ago we had copper hysteria. 
Everyone was thinking in terms of 
copper. The supply came from Chile 
and it was discovered through our In¬ 
telligence Staff that Japan’s subs would 
possibly cut off this supply. Every¬ 
one in Washington saw need to build 
up a reserve pile of 400.000 tons. 

| Copper bus bars In industry were 
changed to silver. If you had seen 
this copper being taken down and sli¬ 
ver substituted, you would have 
thought it a screwey idea. But it 
could have been a wonderful idea. 
If subs had cut off the supply, then 
it was purely an insurance. That 
copper bus bar was set aside where 
taken down and not removed from the 
plant, so it is available as soon as 
the war is over. 

Another factor which some people 
have difficulty in understanding is 
that dollar value has no part In 
W.P.B. We have had to exchange 
dollar economy for material economy. 
There is no place for dollar econo¬ 
my in war. You would lose your 
life and that of the whole nation 
with dollar economy. Keep in mind 
that we are not passing these instruc¬ 
tions or orders on a dollar economy 
basis. Perhaps you may say, “We 
cannot afford it. It will cost our 
cooperative $100 per year to do it.” 
Some places spend millions. It cost 
$8,000 to guard the copper bus bar, 
per year. Use the same policy— 
think in terms of material require¬ 
ments rather than dollars. What you 
do is temporary and later it can be 
corrected. It is important to conserve 
material, not dollars. 

Look at a few more of these doors. 
After we were through with U-l-c, 
we used U-l-g for temporary con¬ 
nections, U-l-c for watering Victoiy 
gardens and U-l-f for connecting any 
kind of commercial and industrial 
consumer listed in Primary Regulation 
No. D. There have been additions to 
U-l-f. Under U-l-f, you can extend 
service to a church, school or hospi¬ 
tal in any location, anywhere. U-l-f 
attempts to open the door where you 
have critical house shortage. It may 
be changed from day to day as you 
people want it changed. If there is 
a shortage in your area and your area 
is not listed, you will always be giv¬ 
en an opportunity to make applica¬ 
tion. We do not know of housing 
shortage areas. Write and get per¬ 
mission for extending service. U-l-d 
permits you to render service to any¬ 
one who gets permission to rebuild or 
build under L-41 a building costing 
up to $5000. This is a very broad 
order. Study it. It is meant to be 
helpful. 

As to the future of U-l-c: a few 
days ago (Friday, in fact) the steel 
branch called up and said that steel 
wire could not now be delivered be¬ 
fore February. A sudden demand for 
100,000 tons for runway metal sheets 
(runways for landing fields) creates 
an unbalanced situation in the steel 
industry. We have been asked to 
give up 4,700 tons. Other claimant 
agencies will have to give up some 
too. This looked like a serious blow. 
It would delay the connection of cbout 
4000 farms in the first quarter of 
1944. However, no one is hollering 
about copper, so we presented to the 
Housing Committee yesterday a re¬ 
quest asking them for 2,500 tons of 
copper for the steel released—to give 
you men copper where steel would 
have been available for you. Copper 
would not go as far as steel. We are 
now working out a plan to be pre¬ 
sented to the Program Committee. We 
want to turn this copper over for 
manufacture of Copperweld steel 
wire. We can use 30 percent cop¬ 
per and 70 percent steel and produce 
that much more wire. When all 
through, we will have a few more 
miles of line. Copper is coming clos¬ 
er into balance in the last few 
weeks. We have contemplated send¬ 
ing you a revision permitting the use 
of No. 6 or less copper which is in 
stock for primary extensions. If we 
get this approved by the Board, you 

{Turn to Page Seven) 
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WINDER CLAIMS— 
(From Page Six) 

tviil get the Information. Changes are 
to be expected in U-l-c caused by 
jnaterial conditions, 

t I could tell you a lot about the 
future, but only a small percent of 
tyhat I would tell you would come 
(rue. I imagine there must be in many 
tttinds, questions which I have not 
touched on; so the next few minutes 
will be open to you to ask questions 
to see if we can clarify any doubts. 

Q—Is changing priority ratings 
Irom AA-1 to AA-3 going to affect 
the obtaining of materials for con¬ 
struction under U-l-c? 

A—As far as materials are con¬ 
cerned, there is no difference in deliv¬ 
ery dates. AA-1 was assigned in er- 
for. We did not do anything about 
It because of no variation in shipment 
at that time. The changed rating set 
manufacturers to scouring for AA-1 
business for more profit. Changing 
to AA-3 does away with this. 

Q—Should we send in work orders 
calling for steel or copper now? 

A—Send in for copper now unless 
you can show that you can get steel. 

Q—We submitted steel on our work 
orders and all of them came back for 
copper. 

A—Well, if we can get steel, we 
get it. Some confusion was due to 
the fact that we had difficulty in get¬ 
ting enough steel and then we found 
■while rummaging around that the 
Army had some copperweld steel 
conductor that was rejected by the 
Army Signal Corps at Glassport, 
Pennsylvania. The Signal Corps re¬ 
quires very specific resistance. There 
are so many thousand feet in a pack¬ 
age and the resistance is all calculated 
in advance. If more than 2 percent . 
variation in each package, all equip- j 
ment and circuits must be rebalanced ! 
in the field, so more than 2 percent 
Variation is not acceptable. We took 
out two million pounds, stranding 
three telephone wires together for 
power wire. This had greater elas¬ 
ticity than the steel we could buy. 
However, we have used it and now 
•we have gone back to steel. 

Q—Relative to substituting steel for 
copper; we have quite a bit of steel 
on hand. 

A—You might want to use the cop¬ 
per for 5000 foot extensions. It is the 
little whisker extensions for which we 
prefer to use our steel. 

There may be a change in U-l c. 
We have recommended to the Board 
that they allow us to change the 
wording of the number of feet. Chang¬ 
ing ‘‘extension will be permitted up 
to 100 feet of circuit per animal unit’’ 
to read, “up to 200 feet of conductor 
per animal unit”. 

Everything we tell you is cleared 
through REA—we have a clear-cut 
system. Do not let anything I say 
supercede anything you are instruct¬ 
ed by REA. 

Keep in mind the “incentive" factor 
to give every man every break you 
can to give him service so you can 
trade materials for food. You get the 
production, we will get the material 
some way. Production you now see 
on farms isn’t anything to what it is 
going to be. The war program is go¬ 
ing to stop on all fronts on Victory 
Day, but you are going to step up 
food production. Get these lines out. 

Q—The small farmer has not had 
much chance to get electricity under 
U-l-c. What can we tell him? 

A—Say, “We will get you power 
if you will get five animal units.” 

Q—Some emphasis should be 
placed with the County USDA War 
Boards for alknvance for U-l-c. If 
they are prodded on this matter, they 
could help a lot. 

A—I agree with you in part, and 
in part not. Some boards aren’t like 
that at all. Most of you are repre¬ 
sentatives or have representatives an 
these boards. You have heard it of¬ 
ficially now. 

W.P.B. operates under Food Pro¬ 
duction. We cannot step out of or¬ 
der. Any time a Board does not do 

v what you think it should, you still 

can send that questionaire with the 
animal units to us with the required 
Information. But we do not want 
you to do this unless you do not get 
what you think is a square deal. 

Copper used on farmstead wiring 
jobs comes from an entirely different 
allotment than that used for line ex¬ 
tensions. It comes from War Food 
Administration, not War Utilities. 
Get your facts in to them so they 
can present a better picture. 

Q—I am on the War Board and 
we do not have enough power now 
so we are afraid we will get in a 
corner by agitating more lines. 

A—In your particular area the 
amount of power available is limited. 
There is no valid excuse for not hav¬ 
ing enough power anywhere. Report 
that there is shortage of power. The 
Office of War Utilities is bragging 
that there is no place where there is 
a shortage of power. 

Q—Why is information given to 
the County War Board two or three 
weeks before the REA office gets it? 

A—Perhaps you should get togeth¬ 
er with your officers and get this 
cleared up. 

We have investigated facilities for 
transformers and have set aside 6800 
per month. We are driving to get 
8000 per month. 

There are no more meters except 
what is in stock. They will not re¬ 
lease any more man power to make 
meters. When caught up on making 
aviation instruments, they may re¬ 
lease enough labor to make watthour 
meters. There is no hope for im¬ 
provement within the next three 
months. You will probably take them 
out of schools and churches and use 
them on more important spots for the 
time being. 

REGIONAL MEETING— 
(From Page One) 

the loan and interest provisions of 
the bill: 

"Be it resolved by the members of 
the National Rural Electric Coopera' 
tive Association, representing far' 
mers of Iowa, Illinois and Wiscon' 
sin, assembled in regional convention 
at Dubuque, Iowa, that we go on rec¬ 
ord as urging the agricultural com- 
mittee of the congress to amend Sec' 
tion 3 of H. R. 3572 to provide loans 
to rural electric cooperatives at a 
rate equal to the average rate of in- 
terest payable by the United States; 
also that the committee remove the 
eight'year limitation for REA loans." 

The resolution was unanimously 
approved. 

Defeats By-Law Change 
Two proposed changes in the na¬ 

tional association’s by-laws were vot¬ 
ed down by the delegates, one per¬ 
taining to the election of a coordina¬ 
tor from each state; the other to 
create an executive committee elect¬ 
ed from a board comprising a mem¬ 
ber from each state. 

The coordinators from each state 
would meet and advise with regional 
directors who would be elected un¬ 
der the present plan. The proposed 
change in the board of directors 
would be for the purpose of placing 
one man from each state on the 
board, and the board in turn would 
elect its executive committee by 
allowing each member cooperative 

one vote, plus an additional vote 
for each 1000 members or major 
fractions thereof. Each director could 
then cast as many votes as the total 
number of votes allocated to his 
particular state. 

Under the present plan each of the 
ten regions elect a director to the 
national board and the annual con¬ 
vention elects a director-at-large, 
with the eleven men constituting the 
national board. 

Approval was also voted by the 
region five delegation to hold the sec¬ 
ond annual meeting of NRECA in St. 
Louis, headquarters of the Rural 
Electrification Administration. Mr. 
Ellis announced, in connection with 
this expression, that plans are being 
made to open the national meeting 
during mid-January, probably on the 
third Tuesday of that month. 

Stoneman Re-elected 
E. J. Stoneman of Wisconsin, who 
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began with the organization of the 
national association, was re-elected 
to the board of directors for the sec¬ 
ond consecutive time. There was no 
opposition presented by the tri-state 
delegation. Mr. Stoneman has also 
served as vice president of NRECA 
since it was formed. 

John E. Magnin of Wisconsin and 
G. Wayne Welsh of Illinois were 
named as members of the national's 
resolution committee to represent re¬ 
gion five. 

Dillon Banquet Speaker 
George E. Dillon of the REA Ap¬ 

plications and Loans Division was 
the principal speaker on the banquet 
program, which followed adjournment 
of the regional delegate meeting. Mr. 
Dillon quoted from most recent fig¬ 
ures to announce that a total of 8,066 
work orders had been approved for 
farm service connections under LI-l-c 
in the region. Contributing to this 
total were 3,530 from Illinois, 2,330 
from Iowa, and 2,206 from Wiscon¬ 
sin. These figures came from records 
as of November 1. 

Other speakers on the program, 
with E. J. Stoneman presiding, were 
County Agent Pat Kerrigan of Du¬ 
buque, John Cousins, president of the 
Maquoketa (Iowa) Valley Electric 
Cooperative; and W. E. Owen, pres¬ 
ident of Wisconsin Electric Coopera¬ 
tive. 

ELLIS REVIEWS- 
(From Page Five) 

to detract from the effectiveness of 
the Association because, for instance, 
when we have to appear before var¬ 
ious Congressional Committees, we 
point out that we represent so many 
co-ops and so many farm members. 
That sounds good; but we also have 
to point out that we represent only 
68 per cent of them; that is not so 
good. 

We sincerely trust therefore that 
all non-member cooperatives will be¬ 
come members as quickly as possible. 
If there is anything about the As¬ 
sociation they want changed, by be¬ 
ing members they can help change it. 
After all, the very essence of all 
our work is cooperation. Cooperation 
in this instance demands the unified 
efforts of each and every one of us. 

The Russell-Rankin Bill 
The Russell-Rankin Bill affords us 

a golden opportunity to pull together. 
We appeal to you today, whether 
you are members or non-members, to 
join in a concerted effort to advise all 
Senators and Congressmen of the wis¬ 
dom of S.742 and H.R. 878. They 
provide, among other things, for a 
reduction of interest rates on co-op 
loans. The co-ops pay the Federal 
Government interest ranging from 2.46 
per cent to 3 per cent. Uncle Sam 
accepts the securities of the coopera¬ 
tives, reissues them and sells them 
into the short term money market and 
pays interest on them at less than 
one per cent. As of today loans are 
being made to the co-ops at 2.67 
per cent, but the money loaned costs 
the Government only 8.7 mills. Thus 
the Federal Government makes a 
tremendous profit on co-op loans. It 
is estimated that even if we deduct 
the total cost of REA administra¬ 
tion to date, the Government has al¬ 
ready made on these farm loans a net 
profit of more than $7,000,000. The 
Russell-Rankin Bill provides for a 
refunding of all outstanding co-op 
indebtedness, at the election of t% 
co-op, and that the Government shall 
lend them for this purpose at the 
same rate that the money costs the 
Government. Hence, if loans were be¬ 
ing made today as provided by the 
Russell-Rankin Bill the rate would be 
8.7 mills. The Bill also provides for 
amortization of REA loans in 50 

t 

years, again at the co-op’s election, 
rather than 25 years as provided now 
by law. The co-ops are setting aside 
funds for depreciation and mainten¬ 
ance and their system will be as good 
at 50 years as at 25. In addition to 
interest rates and a longer period of 
amortization, the Bill would permit 
rural electrification in many sparsely 
settled parts of the country where it 
will not otherwise be possible. It 
would permit immediate rate reduc¬ 
tions. 

STOCKMEN SHOULD 
STAY ON LOOKOUT 

FOR HOG KETOSIS 
Although the first case, as far as is 

known, of ketosis in a sow was re¬ 
cently authenticated in Illinois, possi¬ 
bilities of the occurrence of this dis¬ 
ease in different herds should not be 
overlooked by veterinarians and stock- 
men. 

If you have not already done so, 
won’t each of you go back home and 
write your Congressman and Senators, 
not merely urging immediate passage 
of this Bill, but pointing out its bene¬ 
fits. Won't you also urge every 
one of your members to do likewise. 
That will get the job done, for, hav¬ 
ing served with them, I am convinced 
that a majority of the members of 
all parties will be with us every time 
we show them we are right. That is 
our responsibility. If we can’t show 
them we don’t deserve to win. 

The Omnibus Farm Bill 
I also call your attention to H.R. 

7532 which was introduced on No¬ 
vember 1 by Congressman Fulmer, 
Chairman of the Committee on Ag¬ 
riculture. It was requested by the 
Appropriations Committee for the 
purpose of eliminating points of order 
on agricultural appropriations. Sec¬ 
tion 3 deals with rural electrification. 
This Bill will likely be enacted. It 
provides for three changes in the 
REA Act: 

1. Continuation of RFC loans. 
2. The elimination of the Presi¬ 

dent and the substitution of the Sec¬ 
retary of Agriculture as the official to 
request appropriations. 

3. Continuation of the 3 per cent 
interest provision, but only as a 
maximum rate. In other words, under 
this Bill, RFC could make the loans 
at less than 3 per cent, but in our 
opinion it will not at this time. 

I call your attention to the fact 
that these last two provisions are 
not for the purpose of curing points 
of order but are really basic changes. 
Therefore, if these basic changes 
could be added, then it would be 
proper for the Congress to write in 
the provision of the Russell-Rankin 
Bill as to interest instead of this 3 
per cent provision. We urge you 
also, therefore, to call to the atten¬ 
tion of your Senators and Congress¬ 
men the advisability of providing not 
that the RFC loans shall be made at 
a rate not to exceed 3 per cent, but 
that all REA loans “shall bear in¬ 
terest at a rate equal to the average 
rate of interest payable by the Unit¬ 
ed States of America on its obliga¬ 
tions issued during the preceding fiscal 
year.” ■ 
The Mighty Crescendo of Tomorrow 

Another thing we can do now is 
to get ready to go with a vast pro¬ 
gram of new construction. You are 
in the midst of an unelectrified farm 
survey to determine the number and 
location of farms yet unelectrified. 
REA and you are developing to blue¬ 
print stage complete plans to reach 
them all. We joint wdth REA in urg¬ 
ing you to complete this job as quick¬ 
ly as possible, for we now think 
this development will not have to 
await the end of the war. Even the 
construction is under way at this hour 
on a small scale and must accelerate 
as materials become available. 

In Europe one of the first strokes 
by which Hitler destroyed all sem¬ 
blance of democracy was the crushing 
of all cooperative and public power 
projects of Germany and subsequent¬ 
ly of every country he overran. In 
America today we of the rural elec¬ 
tric crusade are delivering one of the 
most powerful strokes in the destruc¬ 
tion of the heathen tyrants of Ger¬ 
many, Italy and Japan. At the same 
time we are building a better way 
of life for the Democracy of to¬ 
morrow. 

Our hopes for steady progress in 
the mighty crescendo of rural electri¬ 
fication were never brighter. Our 
goal is to make 1c electricity available 
to every farm home in America. If 
our enemies divide us we may fail; 
if we remain united—and we shall 
remain united—we cannot fail.” 

PAGE SEVEN 

EDITORIAL 
(From Page Two) 

nipping the legs of the cows 
coming in from pasture; or that 
Trixi the cat has just given 
birth to some kittens. You’ll get 
a whale of a lot of pleasure out 
of writing your letters — and 
the postmark of Sciota, Peters¬ 
burg or Woodbine will mean 
so much to our service sons 
and daughters. 

+ * + 

WASTE PAPER 
Please don’t throw this paper 

away. Save it and contribute 
to the current nation-wide 
drive to collect waste paper. If 
your community hasn’t yet 
started a campaign to save 
waste paper, see that some¬ 
thing is done about it. The 
paper shortage has become cri¬ 
tical in recent months. Like so 
many other industries, the 
paper pulp factories are feeling 
the pinch in a crucial shortage 
of manpower and can not pro¬ 
duce paper in desired quanti¬ 
ties. 

So put your Illinois REA 
News back into the fight. Con¬ 
tribute it to the waste paper 
drive. Small towns and large 
cities can each do their part, 

De Kalb Hybrid 
Company Erects 
Temporary Plant 

Lack of building facilities failed to 
deter the De Kalb Hybrid seed com 
company from work in connection 
with drying and shelling corn near 
Fairfield. 

With no lumber available for con¬ 
struction of buildings, the company 
simply established an outdoor plant 
in a field; brought portable driers to 
the scene; put up temporary bins and 
hired a group of local men and wom¬ 
en to inspect the corn as it moved 
along conveyor belts. 

The plant is served by Wayne- 
White Counties Electric cooperative. 
Com from several hundreds acres of 
ground in the area was brought to th* 
temporary plant and workers arrived 
in shifts to take care of inspection 
duties. Blowc : were erected in the 
big bins and work went forward out 
in the open, hindered only by occa¬ 
sional rain. 

A. A. ELECTRIC 
LINE FOREMAN 

KURT IN FALL 
Myron Boldt of Elizabeth, line 

foreman for the A 6 A Electric 
company, is reported to be recov¬ 
ering satisfactorily today follow¬ 
ing injuries incurred November 16 
when he fell from a pole while 
stringing wire for a U-l-c exten¬ 
sion on the Jo-Carroll cooperative 
project. 

Mr. Boldt was dazed by the fall, 
but his injuries were not as ser¬ 
ious as might have been expected 
after falling about thirty feet to 
the frozen ground. He incurred 
fractures of several ribs, lacerations 
of the nose and an injured back. 

The accident occurred when the 
snap on the lineman’s safety belt 
failed to catch on the belt ring. As 
Mr. Boldt leaned back the belt 
gave way and the lineman landed 
on his back on the hard ground. 
He was able to leave his house the 
following morning, however, and 
reported at the Jo-Carroll office, 
but his attending physician ordered 
him back home—where it will 
probably be difficult to keep a man 
of Boldt’s stamina and energy. 

You may not know it, but it has 
been estimated that it costs $2 a 
year to room and board a rat. Bet¬ 
ter give these expensive roomers their 
notice to leave. 
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Armistice Day Program Given In 
Petersburg, Large Crowd Attends 

SOLDIERS PARTICIPATE 
IN OBSERVANCE; REA 

MEN SERVE 

Army and WAC Officers in Parade 

Sponsored by the Menard county 
American Legion and the Menard 
county war council, a county-wide 
Armistice day observance wras held 
November 11 in Petersburg, bringing 
home to the large crowd of 2500 spec¬ 
tators memories of happy scenes 
twenty-five years ago which ended 
World War 1 and arousing in them 
the sober realization that a quarter of 
a century later this nation and its 
allies are again engaged in battle with 
a relentless foe ‘‘whose military ma¬ 
chine must once more be crushed be¬ 
fore peace and liberty can be re-es¬ 
tablished for a freedom-living peo¬ 
ple.” 

The observance in Petersburg, 
home of the Menard Electric Cooper¬ 
ative, was augmented by a contingent 
of 100 soldiers from Camp Ellis, in¬ 
cluding the camp’s military band of 
forty musicians, directed by T/C 
Sgt. Elmo Johnson; Camp Ellis 
championship drill team, wtih Lieut. 
Richard C. Marshall in charge, and 
a demolition squad from the Camp 
Ellis chemical warfare service, di¬ 
rected by Lieut. Milton Epstein. 

The contingent was in charge of 
Lieut. M. R. McDonald, special ser¬ 
vice officer of the public relations di¬ 
vision of the camp. Distinguished 
guests at the program included Maj. 
Ralph Crosman of Springfield, area 
commander of the Sixth service com¬ 
mand; and his military aide, Sgt. 
Frank Carisco, together with the fol¬ 
lowing WAC officers, Lieut. Betty 
Low, and Lieut. B. N. Echols, re¬ 
cruiters, both of Springfield, and 
Lieut. Dorothea Kercher, attached to 
the commandant’s office at Camp El¬ 
lis. 

Heading the speaking program was | 
First Sgt. Michael Davidson, who 
has served under both the British and 
American flags and who has spent 
fifty-five of his sixty-six years in 
military service. The program, which 
opened with remarks by A. E. Beck- j 
er, director of the war council and 
manager of the Menard Electric co- j 
operative, included a pledge of alle¬ 
giance to the flag led by Edward 
Claussen of Petersburg, past com¬ 
mander of the legion post and exhibi¬ 
tions by the chemical warfare divi¬ 
sion squad and the drill team. Chap¬ 
lain Mack A. Warren of the legion 
post gave the benediction. The huge 
crowd also paid silent tribute to the 
heroes of both wars who had been 
killed in action or died of wounds in¬ 
curred in battle. 

Parade Held 
One of the features of the day was 

a parade of legionnaires, representa¬ 
tives of the Women’s Army Corps, 
bands from Camp Ellis and Peters¬ 
burg high school and various patrio¬ 
tic units from the county. 

The program was one of many held 
throughout the United States to keep 
alive the spirit of Armistice day and 
to uphold the high ideals which Amer¬ 
ican fought for twenty-five years 
ago—ideals which are again being 
threatened by foreign powers. 

It also typifies the part which REA 
cooperatives are taking in affairs of 
their communities and emphasizes the 
place which rural electrification has 
gained in helping win the current 
war through aiding farmers increase 
the production of food which is so 
vital in winning any global struggle. 

Menard county’s war council, head¬ 
ed by Mr. Becker, includes the fol¬ 
lowing chairmen of permanent and 
wartime committees of the county: 
Mary Schirding, county Red Cross; 
Mrs. Frank Blain, women’s division 
of OCD; Lloyd Chalcraft, rural fire 
wardens; Sidney L. Shaw, county ra¬ 
tion board; Elton Ennis, selectrive 
service board; Homer Hardin, sal- 

Macomb Becomes Army Town and 
Army Wife Takes Job In Co-op 

MRS, MYRA KINDRED ON 
REA OFFICE STAFF; 
HUSBAND AT CAMP 

Army and WAC officers are pictured above as they s'cod at attention 
ready to march forward in the military parade which was a feature of the 
Armistice day observance this month in Petersburg, home of Menard Elec' 
trie cooperative, 

WAC offeers, from left to right, are: Lt. Dorothea Kercher, Lt. B. C, 
Echols and Lt. Betty Low. In the back row, army officers, from left to 
right, are: Maj. Ralph Crosman, First Sgt. Michael Davidson and Sgt. Frank 
Crisceo, Major Crosman s military aide. 

vage committee; Gerald A. Brosn, ] ticipation in the Vera Cruz expedition 
educational program; Edward Claus¬ 
sen, commander of OCD; Harry Ap- 
ken, USO, and Fred E. Darr, pub¬ 
licity and secretary to the council. 
Mr. Darr is electrification adviser of 
Menard Electric cooperative. 

Macomb, where offices of the Mc¬ 
Donough Power cooperative are lo¬ 
cated, has become an army town; its 
population has grown by leaps and 
bounds and its streets are alive with 
soldiers quartered at nearby Camp El¬ 
lis. 

Situated as it is in such an atmos¬ 
phere, it is no vronder that the Mc¬ 
Donough REA cooperative office 
should have a representative of that 
select circle of army officers’ wives 
on its staff. 

She is Mrs. Myra Kindred, wufe of 
Lieutenant George Kindred of the 
quartermaster’s corps attached to the 
headquarters’ company at Camp El¬ 
lis. Mrs. Kindred, who is just as effi¬ 
cient in her office duties as her hus¬ 
band is in his military activities, is 
probably the first army wife to be em¬ 
ployed in an REA cooperative office 
in Illinois. 

Came From Ohio 
The Kindreds came to Macomb 

from Hamilton, O., where they had 
been engaged in the operation of a 
grocery store prior to the outbreak 

Doing Her Part 

Veteran Gives 
Address; Calls 

For Just Peace 

SGT MICHAEL DAVIDSON 

First Sgt. Michael Davidson, prin¬ 
cipal speaker at the program, is one 
of those characters who might have 
been created by Horatio Alger, so 
vivid and adventuresome is the life 
of this 66-year-old senior ranking non¬ 
commissioned officer of the United 
States army now stationed at Camp 
Ellis with the 1624th headquarters 
company. 

He enlisted for military service in 
1887 and served twenty years in the 
British army before transferring to 
the American army thirty-six years 
ago. He has one son, William, now 
in service. Unusual for a military 
man, Sergeant Davidson does not 
smoke, chew or drink. 

into Mexico in 1914. He retired from 
active service in 1938 and was re¬ 
called to active duty on Dec. 15, 
1942. 

In his address in Petersburg, Ser¬ 
geant Davidson said in part: 

Old Days Recalled 
“Armistice day, what recollections | 

it brings forth. Twenty-five years ago 
the bells were tolling; the whistles 
were shrieking, and everyone who 
could obtain one was waving an Am- j 
erican flag—some of them made in ] 
Japan. What a happy day it was. ! 
The war had ended. The boys were j 
coming back—or at least some of i 
them were coming back. We fought j 
and sacrificed to save the liberties of : 
others. We had subdued the barbaric ! 
hordes which disrupted the tranquility ; 
and peace of the world. 

“We imagined that peace would 
reign over the world and the dove, 
■would be the emblem of all countries. 
We reduced our army. We sunk our 
navy and we went our way happy Mrs 
and contented, knowing we would tenant 
never go to war again. The foe was 
disarmed. Their overlord pensioned McDonough 
instead of hung, as a warning that Macomb. Her 
freedom loving people would not tol- j af Camp Ellis, which is located near 
erate those who played around with j tfe city_ Hfre other wives of sol- 
the liberties of the people. ■I diets at the camp, Mrs. Kindred is 

Depends on People j doing her part to keep the home front 
“Soon we will have another armis- ! intact while her husband takes care 

tice day to celebrate, for victory will j of the military front. 
surely be ours and by the grace of  

ON THE JOB 

Myra Kindred, wife of Lieu- 
George Kindred, is shown 

of war. Before her marriage, Mrs. 
Kindred was a commercial teacher 
and she now is putting to practical 
use the knowledge wdiich she former¬ 
ly imparted to students in school 
classrooms. 

Lieutenant Kindred w^as inducted 
into the army last November and was 
stationed first at Fort Sheridan, near 
Chicago, and later at Camp Lee in 
Virginia before being assigned to 
Camp Ellis. 

The couple came to Macomb last 
June and Mrs. Kindred started work 
at the cooperative office more than 
a month ago. Married two and a 
half years ago. Lieutenant and Mrs. 
Kindred represent a growing group of 
husbands and wives who are sharing 
life together in cities near army 
camps. 

Macomb, Mrs. Kindred says, has 
a large number of army wives who 
are employed in various offices and 
stores. “The local talent,” she 
laughs, “has gone to w7ork at the 
camp at high wages and the wives of 
army men have taken their places.” 

A number cf wives of army offi¬ 
cers at Camp Ellis, one of the last 
places in the United States where sol¬ 
diers are trained before being sent 
overseas, are employed as hospital 
nurses and nurses’ aides. 

Living Problems 
Army men and their wives are up 

against the same housing problems 
faced by civilians in Macomb, Mrs. 
Kindred says, although she stated that 
she and her husband this month are 
looking forward to moving into an 
apartment. 

Macomb, county seat of McDon¬ 
ough county, once was just an aver¬ 
age size, small city. Before estab¬ 
lishment of the big army camp on the 
edge of town, housing conditions 
w'ere normal and hotel rooms were 
usually available. Today, however, 
its population has nearly doubled and 
houses, rooms and apartments are at 
a premium. Restaurants are filled 
with soldiers and traffic is heavier 
than at any other time in the city's 
history. 

This is Mrs. Kindred’s first ex¬ 
perience in living in an army town 
and it is Macomb’s first experience in. 
being so classified. But both seem to 
be enjoying themselves- War can’t 
last forever and Mrs. Kindred is look- 

{ing forward to returning to the peace- 
above at her desk in the office of the i fuj pursuits connected with operating 

Power cooperative at i cooperative 
husband is stationed 

a thriving grocery. 

God nothing can stop us. How soon 
will that armistice day arrive? That 
depends upon you. 

“Our boys over there are travelling; 
they are on their way to victory. 
How are they going to continue to 
travel? Are they going to travel first 
class or are they going to ride the 
rods. If you pay the fare and let 
them travel first class, then that Ar¬ 
mistice day will soon arrive, but if 
you let them down by refusing to do 
your part on the home front, by 
strikes and slow-downs that are deny¬ 
ing our men on the battle fronts the 
necessary equipment which will allow 
them to arrive at their destination the 

Born in New York, he left home j quickest wmy then that Armistice day 
is a long way off. 

“Unless you who are on the home 
when 12 years old and worked as a 
cabin boy on sailing vessels until 
joining the British army when only 
14 years old. His first duties were as 
a water boy with English forces in 
India. 

During his years of service with 
Uncle Sam, Sergeant Davidson was 
stationed in Panama and Hawaii. A- 
mong experiences he recalls are swim¬ 
ming in shark invested waters and 
joining in a 1,050-mile hike from 
Camp Sherman, O., to Camp Snelling, 
Minn., in J921. Sergeant Davidson’s 
decorations include one which he re¬ 
ceived from General Funston for par- 

front, sweat and toil and dig and dig. 
it will be a lontj time before you will 
be able to celebrate another Armistice 
day. The world has had its Genghis 
Khan, its Alexander, its Caesar, its 
Napoleon, but never in human his¬ 
tory have there been such vile, such 
miserable wretches as those v7ho are 
responsible for the greatest catas¬ 
trophe this good earth has ever seen.” 

Sergeant Davidson called upon 
those on the fighting front as well as 
those on the home front to shoulder 
the responsibilities of arranging a 

Beginning with a small output in 
1935, the business expanded so fast 
that power soon became an acute 
problem. Early in 1939, however, 
this worry was solved when electric 
power w7as offered the plant by the 
Eastern Illinois Electric cooperative, 
of which Mr. Crow was a former 
director. 

Now electricity drives the motors 
on the graders, shellers and con¬ 
veyors; it runs the stokers on the 
furnaces and furnishes the water sup¬ 
ply; it provides light for all the 
buildings, operates the moisture tester 
and furnishes heat necessary for op¬ 
eration of the seed germinator. 

Electricity Helps 
Electrical power has made possible 

the steady growth of this industry, 
even though its plant is located out 

GRAYSLAKE—About 20 soldiers 
from Fort Sheridan helped with the 
corn harvest on various farms here 
in Lake county. Farmers were well 
pleased with the boys because they 
were ambitious and willing to work, ’ 
says Ray T. Nicholas. 

SHORT CIRCUITS 
Around the Home 

BY EDNA RITTER 

peace which will guarantee freedom 
in the world so that “our children and 
our children's children will be able to 
celebrate the new Armistice day for 
ever and ever.” He also praised the 
Women’s Army Corps for the part 
which its members are doing in re¬ 
leasing a fighting man for service. He 
encouraged women, who are eligible 
for military duty, to enlist for service, 
secure in the knowledge that “you 
have done your part in bringing 

When whipping cream that is slow 
in thickening try turning the beater 
backward for a few moments. This 
usually does the trick. 

Did anyone ever think that children, 
especially those whose “daddy” has 
gone to w’ar, need a helping hand to 
keep up their morale? You men who 
are left at home and live nearby these 
youngsters. Allow them to “help” 
you occasionally. Then help them re¬ 
pair a broken toy, or offer sugges¬ 
tions for play. They'll appreciate 
you’re being “Dad Pro Tem.” 

A discarded powder puff which has 
been washed and boiled, works like 
a charm for “powdering” flour on 
rolling pin and pastry board. 

Now that butter requires lots of 
ration points try rubbing potatoes 
with bacon fat instead, before baking 
them. This prevents skins from crack¬ 
ing. 

Now that “Chore Girls” are un¬ 
obtainable try an old shoe spoon for 
a pan scraper. 

Aft 
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Southern Illinois 
Dongola, 111, 

Feed Grinders 
The Cooperative has received sev¬ 

eral feed grinders, and any member 
desiring to purchase one, apply at 
your local county war board, and 
after receiving your certificate, notify 
the cooperative. It will be necessary 
that you do this some time before you 
plan on using the mill, in as much 
as it takes from three to six weeks 
to make delivery. 

Ultra Violet Lamps 
We have also been able to re¬ 

ceive a shipment of ultra violet ray 
lights, for use in poultry lighting. 
The following articles sent in by Mr. 
Planert, who has one of these lights, 
is a good example of their use in 
increasing egg production: 

"Last year the bulb in my sunlamp 
burned out, and immediately I no' 
ticed a decided drop in egg produc¬ 
tion. Alter replacing the bulb, egg 
production was again stepped up. To 
prepare for such a loss this winter. I 
am ordering an extra bulb, to have 
on hand, when the other one goes 
bad." 

Mr. Planert resides at Unity, Illi¬ 
nois. 

Self-Help 
Within the next few weeks, the 

Cooperative plans on clearing the 
right of way through the help of 
members, at 50c per hour. In as much 
as it will take some time, and a lot 
of help, we shall appreciate receiving 
the name of any member desiring to 
assist with this work. Sometime within 
the next week, you will receive- a post 
card, which should be returned to this 
office, with your intentions noted 
thereon. 

Corn Belt 
Bloomington, Illinois 

This is Thanksgiving month and 
\ve are all thankful that we are liv¬ 
ing in a country where we have 
plenty to eat and plenty of clothes for 
winter weather. So much of the world 
today has so little to be thankful for 
that it is certainly up to us in Ameri¬ 
ca to show our thankfulness by pro¬ 
ducing every bit of food possible. 
Farmers with electric power available 
have that much more to be thankful 
for and are using that power to the 
best advantage for food production. 

More than 100 additional farms 
have been connected for electric 
service this past summer under 
the rules of the War Production 
Board. C. A. Winder, who was 
Chief of Operations Division of 
REA and is now Assistant to the 
Chief of the Utilities Section of 
WPB, explained to co-op repre¬ 
sentatives at a recent meeting 
that the War Production Board 
thinks of these farms connections 
as exchanging scarce metals for 
more food. He emphasized that 
copper and steel are being needed 
faster than they are being pro¬ 
duced but that investigation has 
shown that farms which use elec¬ 
tric power can and do produce 
30 to 40 percent more vital foods 
than without electric power. We 
have asked those who have re¬ 
ceived electric power under this 
WPB ruling this year to tell us 
how their production is being 
effected. We hope to make a re¬ 
port for the Corn Belt area in 
the next issue. 

Attend Meeting 
Three of your directors, namely, 

Walter Risser, President, W. B. Ellis 
pnd Ivan Snow, along with Manager 
‘^dafer attended the district meeting 
ipf the National Rural Electric Co¬ 
operative Association at Dubuque 
(November 10. At this meeting Mr. 
Ii. J. Stoneman of Wisconsin was 
Jre-elected director from this district 
\vhich includes Illinois, Iowa and Wis¬ 
consin. Reports at this meeting indi¬ 

cated that our National Association 
is rendering valuable service to the 
interest of the rural electric co-oper¬ 
atives. 

We are sorry to hear that Mr. 
B. F. Snively, who has been our 
Safety and Job Training instructor 
in Illinois, has resigned. He will move 
to Divernon to direct the activities of 
the Rural Electric Convenience Co¬ 
operative Company, the REA project. 
Ben did a good share of the pioneer¬ 
ing work in getting the Illinois Safety 
and Job Training program started. We 
wish him success in his new under¬ 
taking. 

At another place in this issue you 
will see a story about the amount of 
electricity used at different times dur¬ 
ing the day. Our Danvers substa¬ 
tion was used to get this information 
and we assume that farmers in the 
other areas use electricity in about 
the same way. The amount of elec¬ 
tric demand on each substation has 
been checked so that we can be sure 
that there will be enough electric cur¬ 
rent available for the demand. We 
are glad to say that at present our 
substations have ample capacity. 

Lamps Expected 
We expect to have a very limited 

supply of Guardray lamps which 
some of our members purchased last 
year. These lamps are used to give 
ultra-violet rays to poultry and will 
take the place of cod liver oil in the 
mash. Anyone interested in one of 
these lamps should communicate with 
your co-op office. 

Menard 
Petersburg, Illinois 

Thanksgiving 1943 
This month marks another mile¬ 

stone in the history of our nation— 
more than 300 years ago our Pilgrim 
forefathers issued a proclamation that 
each year a time be set aside for the 
purpose of giving thanks for that 
which they had received during the 
preceding twelve. months. This is that 
month—the day, Thanksgiving. 

For nearly two years our nation 
has been at war with a ruthless foe 
—a foe which has set as its goal the 
destruction of our democratic way of 
life and the enslavement of all free¬ 
dom-loving people. 

During the time many of our boys 
have answered the call to serve the 
colors and many more may be called 
before the war is won. Our right to 
liberty and peace has been seriously 
threatened. For several months re¬ 
ports from the battle fronts indicate 
our armed forces are marching on to 
victory. 

The enemy is beginning now to 
realize that it is but a question -of 
time before they must surrender and 
answer for all the misery and de¬ 
struction their armies have been re¬ 
sponsible for. For these reports and 
the success with which our armies 
and those of our allies have met with 
we in America have something definite 
to be thankful for. 

Thankful that at last right and jus¬ 
tice are beginning to regain a firm 
foothold to again bring liberty and 
peace to all freedom-loving people. 
On this day which has been especially 
set aside to give thanks let each mem¬ 
ber of our cooperative pause and of¬ 
fer a prayer of thanksgiving that the 
horrors of war have not invaded our 
native shores; that God has preserved 
the lives of loved ones from our co¬ 
operative families now serving with 
the United States armed forces. 

Thankful for the privilege of living 
in a nation where freedom, liberty 
and justice prevails. Thankful that 
the armed forces of our nation and 
our allies are forging ahead to victory. 
Thankful for the bountiful harvest 
which has been gathered to feed our 
fighting men. Thankful that we are 
Americans. j 

This is a message from your co¬ 

operative manager, A. E. Becker. 

HOME-MADE CHICK BROODERS 
Considerable interest has been 

shown regarding the article published 
in the October issue of the News per¬ 
taining to home-made electric chick 
brooders. With the scarcity of com¬ 
mercial equipment of this type the 
article was most timely for those 
interested in brooding chicks with 
electricity. 

There are over 150 home-made 
electric chick brooders now in service 
on our cooperative lines. They are 
giving satisfactory service. If you are 
interested please refer to your Octo¬ 
ber issue and read again how easily 
you can build a 250-chick size brood¬ 
er which will produce satisfactory re¬ 
sults. 

Members who have recently built 
these home-made electric chick brood¬ 
ers and recommend them include 
George Pugh, Green Valley; Harry 
Tozer, Petersburg; William Hanner, 
Williamsville; Roy DeMumbrum, 
Oakford; John Derry, Petersburg; 
Harry Houseworth. Mason City; W. 
C. Shaffer, Jr., Buffalo Hart, and 
Harry Smedley, Tallula. 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION GIVEN 
SCHOOLS 

Menard County Schools Superin¬ 
tendent Gerald Brown reports that a 
number of rural schools have earned 
the right to make application for a 
minute man flag. 

To become eligible for this flag, at 
at least 90 percent of the pupils in 
the school must purchase each month 
one or more war savings stamps. In 
practically every instance there is a 
100 per cent participation by the 
students. Among the Menard county 
rural schools which have earned the 
right to fly this flag and who are 
members of the Menard Electric co¬ 
operative are: 

Rock Creek school, Tallula; La¬ 
fayette school, Petersburg; Number S 
school, Petersburg; Tice school, 
Petersburg; Damascus school, Peters¬ 
burg, and Coddington school, Tallula. 

Names of other rural schools in 
our system will be added as appli¬ 
cations are reported. 

September Billing 
Total miles energized 1,148 
Members receiving service  2,496 
Average KWH used per member ..102 
New members connected last 

month  10 
Total member KWH sold last 

month 255,062 
October Billing 

Total miles energized  1,148 
Members receiving service  2,507 
Average KWH used per member....97 
New members connected last 

month    11 
Total number of KWH sold 

last month  241,822 

SURPRISE PARTY FOR NEW 
MEMBER 

A surprise party was given mem¬ 
ber Arthur Cook of Tallula by 
neighbors on Tuesday evening, No¬ 
vember 9, the occasion being Art’s 
birthday. 

The Cooks recently had REA ser¬ 
vice built into their premises to aid 
increased food production as request¬ 
ed by the United States department 
of agriculture. Following an evening 
of games and a social hour, delicious 
refreshments were served by Mrs. Ar¬ 
thur Cook and Mrs. Charles Masten. 
During the evening sound movies 
were shown through the courtesy of 
your cooperative. 

Attend Regional 
Three directors of your cooperative, 

together with your cooperative man¬ 
ager, A. E. Becker, attended the re¬ 
gional meeting in Dubuque, la., on 
November 10. Directors who attend¬ 
ed the meeting are E. C. Lewis, C. 
Nelson Worner and B. H. Cave. 

Appliance Survey 
Members will receive with 

their next month energy bill a 
card marked "Appliance Survey 
Card.” Will you immediately 
check the items which you now 

own and return the card with 
your remittance. This survey is 
for the purpose of aiding each 
member to receive better indi¬ 
vidual electric service. Your co¬ 
operation in taking care of this 
matter immediately will greatly 
assist your management in the 
operation of this system. Thank 
you. 

Community Program 
Several school programs have been 

held this month. These include com¬ 
munity club programs at Mill Grove 
school, New Holland; Murray school, 
Middleton; Berea school, Alexander; 
Werner school, Manito, and Malone 
school, Green Valley. 

4-H Leader 
Henry Kaiser, 4-H club member, 

has been selected as one of the state 
winners in the foods production con¬ 
test. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Fred Kaiser, who reside East of 
Greenview, and who are members of 
the Menard Electric cooperative. 

Henry has a record of doing an 
excellent job in 4-H work for the 
last ten years; this record of out¬ 
standing work, along with excellent 
work during 1943 has made it pos¬ 
sible for him to win the award. 

SAFETY THOUGHT FOR THE 
MONTH 

The following article on safety is 
taken from the Nobles Murray Volts 
and Jolts news letter prepared by 
the Nobles Electric Cooperative at 
Worthington, Minn: 

“With the present scarcity of wire, 
there is a tendency to use ordinary 
lamp cord to run service between 
buildings or for appliances and equip¬ 
ment where this cord is not intended 
to be used. 

“This is a dangerous practice. 
Lamp cord and rubber covered cord 
are not made to withstand outside 
weather conditions and with mechan¬ 
ical injury or rubber deterioration the 
insulation is soon broken down. This 
is a hazard both to stock and to those 
who work with it. 

“If you have equipment you wish 
to connect, it is going to take time 
to make the application and get the 
certificate to buy the right kind of 
wire but, in the end, using the correct 
type of wire is the only safe way to 
make installations and additions to 
your present wiring. Applications can 
be made through your County USDA 
war board for material needed.” 

j 

occasion for meeting all the other 
folks on your Jo-Carroll project. They 
want to meet you—you’ll want to 
meet them. Make your plans now to 
attend. 

Myron Boldt Hurt 
Myron Boldt of Elizabeth, line 

foreman for the A. & A. Electric 
company, was injured November 16 
when he fell from a pole while 
working on a U-l-c extension being 
built for your cooperative. He in¬ 
curred several fractured ribs, lacera¬ 
tions of the nose and an injured back 
in the fall. However, Myron is one 
of those hard-to-keep-down fellows 
and he was back at your cooperative’s 
office the morning after his accident 
ready to go out on the line again— 
but the doctor said: “No." 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
New members who recently have 

joined the cooperative include Orville 
I Blackest, Leo Bundy, Bert Yachum, 
| Phillip Kradle, Paul Dauphin and 

Victor Dauphin. 
New Appliances 

Several of our members have added 
new appliances during the last few 
weeks. Albert Tranel has a new 
reading lamp and pump jack; John 
L. Groezinger has added a chicken 
waterer; Art Groezingers has a hot 
water heater; Ben Myers has an 
electric stove; Harlan E. Reusch also 
has an electric stove, while George 
W. Hartman was fortunate in se¬ 
curing an electric fan, -washing ma¬ 
chine, electric iron, refrigerator, radio 
and water pump. Harry R. Byars has 
a toaster. 

Western 
Carthage, Illinois 

Jo-Carroll 
Elizabeth, 111. 

Connected Members  1,114 
Electricity Purchased, 

October, 1943  109,800 
Electricity Sold, 

October, 1943  91,674 

Fourteen line extensions, made ht 
accordance with WPB regulations, 
were completed; five additional appli¬ 
cations for service, or extensions hav* 
been received, and will be placed in 
line for construction, provided they 
meet with WPB requirements. 

The annual meeting of your co¬ 
operative will be held Tuesday, De¬ 
cember 7, in the gymnasium of Lin¬ 
coln school, Savanna. The program 
will start at 10 in the morning. 

Features of the day arranged for 
your enjoyment will include selections 
by a popular orchestra and an address 
by an informative speaker. In addi¬ 
tion to these entertainment numbers, 
reports for the year will be read and 
plans announced for the next twelve 
months. 

With farm folks so much in the 
limelight these days by virtue of 
their importance on the food for 
freedom home front, it is essential 
thri your cooperative run as 
efficiently as possible. To be able 
to function at high speed through¬ 
out the year, it is necessary that 
your cooperative have a maxi¬ 
mum of cooperation—and that 
means your attendance at the 
annual meeting. 
Please try and be at Savanna. Put 

a circle around the date, DECEMBER 
7, on your calendar and let’s make 
this meeting the best in our history. 
Help put your cooperative in the 
front rank in Illinois; we are growing 
steadily in membership and in miles 
of line served—we can be still larger. 
Remember your cooperative is just 
what you make it. Come out Decem¬ 
ber 7; make the annual session an 

The following new members have 
been accepted by the Cooperative: 

Clay and Ruth Ballinger; James 
and Laura Fife; Henry L. and Carol 

; Hamma; Harry and Helen Hayes; 
| Howard and Elnora Kern; Carroll A. 
| and Berl C. Lord; Edw. J. and Alm» 
j Flesner; Wm. and Bessie Weather- 
| ington; Clifford and Maude Hitz; Or¬ 

ville and Dollie Stout; Wayne and 
Emma Kimble; Lee S. Mount; Swift 
& Co.; B. H. and Bertha N. Ketten- 
ring; Carl and Viola Rigor; Chas. 
Hiet; Melvin S. and Mae Schroeder; 
R. W. and Frances Sanderson; Ed¬ 
ward and Laura Kane. 

The Dehydration Demonstration 
conducted by Mrs. Elva Bohannan, 
REA Specialist, October 22, was very 
worthwhile and was well attended. 
The fruits and vegetables which were 
dehydrated are on display at the Co¬ 
operative office. 

Enjoys Electricity 
Mrs. Harry Hayes, a recent mem¬ 

ber-service connection, stopped at the 
office to express her appreciation of 
her REA electricity. We are pleased 
to receive these expressions of appre¬ 
ciation from our members, both new 
and old. 

Pump Installed 
Mr. H. A. Allen, a Director-member 

tells us that he has just completed 
installation of an electric water pump, 
which was much needed to pump wa¬ 
ter on his farm. This relieves Mr. 
Allen for the performance of other 
urgent farm duties. Mr. Allen has all 
the work to do now, as his son is in 
the army, and Mr. Allen, like many 
other farmers, is greatly handicapped 
by the man-power shortage. 
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McDonough Power 
Macomb, Illinois 

Dehydration 
Mrs. Elva S. Bohannan, Electrifica¬ 

tion Specialist, conducted two very 
good dehydration demonstration meet¬ 
ings within our territory during the 
month of September. 

At both of these meetings Mrs. 
Bohannan prepared and dehydrated a 
variety of fruits and vegetables, but 
due to lack of time it was impossible 
for her to cook and serve the foods 
to our members attending the meet¬ 
ing. 

In October Mrs. Bohannan favored 
us with another visit and made good 
use of all the foods dehydrated at 
the former meetings. 

Most of those attending the first 
meeting were on hand for the big feed 
and Mrs. Bohannan made good use of 
the entire group by obtaining their 
help in preparing the many samples 
of dehydrated foods we had on hand. 

From the many comments we re¬ 
ceived from those attending we feel 
sure that it was a meal they will re¬ 
member and Mrs. Bohannan proved 
beyond a doubt that she knows some¬ 
thing about preparing and serving a 
good meal. 

Anyway after listening to the many 
comments from those who partook of 
the meal no one seemed to question 
the high quality of dehydrated food. 

Arthur Wolford, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Stanley Wolford and Delwyn 
Meadows of Abingdon, Illinois, are 
the owners of a ro h.p. Piper Cub 
Aeroplane which they purchased last 
May. Both of these youngsters have 
been quite busy the past summer 
traveling back and forth to the Ma¬ 
comb Airport where they keep their 
plane and have been receiving instruc¬ 
tions. They have several solo hours 
to their credit. 

Ensign Charles Gilbert Dixon of 
Princeton, N. J., University and Ro¬ 
bert Irish, graduate of University of 
Illinois, were home on a furlough the 
latter part of October. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Johnson are 
the grandparents of a baby girl born 
to Mrs. George McNealy, Oct. 10, 
at the St. Francis Hospital in Macomb. 

Our member S. P. Wolford of 
Cedar Township, one of Knox Coun¬ 
ty’s leading feeders has installed an 
automatic feed grinder which he op¬ 
erates with a 5 h.p. electric motor. 
When our field man stopped at his 
place the other day he did not find 
Mr. Wolford home. However, upon 
investigating the hum of the grinder 
he found it working perfectly and ele¬ 
vating the ground feed to the top of 
his granary. Just another case of R. 
E.'A. member taking advantage of our 
service to say nothing of the time 
and effort saved. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Knoedler of 
Hire Twp. are the proud parents of 
a boy born October 5 at the La- 
Harpe Hospital. His name is Cleon 
Ray. 

Howard Hornbaker averaged over 
100 bushels of corn per acre on 16 
acres of unimproved land in Point 
Pleasant Twp. in Warren County that 
he planted with hybrid corn. 

Proud of Team 
Warren County football fans can 

well be proud of Roseville High 
School team. They have an unbeaten 
record so far this year. This team 
ranks third in the state among the 
nine undefeated teams. 

Mr. and Mrs. Shirley Ischer of 
the Berwick neighborhood are the 
parents of a new 9J4 lb. son, Duane 
LeRoy, born at the Monmouth Hos¬ 
pital, October 16. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eben Irish of Hire 
Twp. report that their son, Eben, Jr., 
who is in the service in England, has 
been promoted to rank of captain, and 
their son, Robert, still in the States, 
has also received a promotion. 

October land sales in Warren coun¬ 
ty seem to have brought good prices. 
One quarter of land in Ellison Twp. 
sold for $250 per acre. Another quar¬ 
ter section in the same township 
brought $293 and 160 acres in Rose¬ 
ville Twp. sold for $269. Fifteen acres 
four miles east of Monmouth with 

modern improvements brought $6,875. 
All of these farms have R. E. A. 
service. 

Tilden J. Burg, one of the promin¬ 
ent farmers of the Sciota community, 
who has more than 300 acres of corn 
and 300 acres of soybeans besides 
oats and other crops, will feed and 
market between 500 and 600 head of 
cattle this year. At the present time 
he is shearing 196 head of Angus 
cattle, getting them ready for the 
International. Mr. Burg is making use 
of his R. E. A. service in using three 
sets of electric clippers he uses for 
that purpose. He has set up a produc¬ 
tion line for this process; one man 
curries them while two others shear 
the head, and one the tail. 

Attend Meeting 
On Wednesday, November 10, a 

meeting was held at the Julien Hotel 
in Dubuque, la. This was called 
largely for the purpose of electing a 
director for region 5 of the N.R.E.C. 
A., E. J. Stoneman, who has been 
director from this region for the past 
two years, was re-elected by unani¬ 
mous vote of the directors present. 

The meeting was attended by Pres¬ 
ident G. Wayne Welsh, and Super¬ 
intendent Ray Grigsby of the Mc¬ 
Donough Cooperative. 

Among the speakers were Carl 
Hamilton, the assistant to the Secre¬ 
tary of Agriculture, Honorable Clar¬ 
ence Winder of the War Production 
Board, Power Division, and Avery 
C. Moore, our insurance manager. A 
great deal of interest was shown by 
the various delegates attending the 
meeting in all of the addresses as 
the speakers were all from the vari¬ 
ous government departments and were 
able to present a fairly clear picture 
of what we might look forward to 
in the future. 

Clyde Ellis, executive manager of 
the N.R.E.C.A., also brought a fine 
address on the accomplishments of 
that organization during the past year. 

Farmers Mutual 
Geneseo, 111. 

It has been the custom for a large 
percentage of the Cooperative mem¬ 
bers when in need of wiring material, 
electric motors, etc., to apply at the 
Cooperative office where they were 
assisted in filling out an application 
preliminary to submission to the 
County War Board for approval. 
Your Cooperative is pleased to ex¬ 
tend this courtesy to its members and 
it would prefer the continuation of 
same but due to the ever-increasing 
demands brought about by the reg- 
ulartory conditions upon the limited 
personnel of the Cooperative it is 
imperative that this procedure be cur¬ 
tailed. 

Certain quantities of wuring mater¬ 
ials have been allocated to the re¬ 
spective counties for distribution. 
Members desiring wiring materials in 
the future, if they will call at the 
office of the Chairman of the USDA 
County War Board located in the 
Farm Bureau Building, will be assisted 
by the personnel of this office in 
filling out an application and given a 
priority rating. 

This application should then be filed 
with the Cooperative and if the Co¬ 
operative has the material in stock 
the order will be filled promptly. If 
not the Cooperative will place an or¬ 
der for the material and if it is avail¬ 
able you ran rest assured that your 
Cooperative is in a position to get 
it for you at favorable prices. There 
will be no charge either on the part 
of the County War Board or your 
Cooperative for the services in the 
filing of the application. 

Check Equipment 
Recently the number of complaints 

filed in the office of the Cooperative 
with respect to the improper func¬ 
tioning of certain electrical equipment 
and appliances has increased. The 
Cooperative is always pleased to 
extend the courtesy to its members 
of assisting them to the fullest ex¬ 
tent practical in order that they may 
get the maximum efficiency of ser¬ 
vice rendered. However, in check¬ 
ing complaints, only too often, the 
member has been advised that the 
difficulty is caused by low voltage 

or lack of capacity of the service ren¬ 
dered by the Cooperative. In the 
overwhelming majority of instances 
this has been proven to be incor¬ 
rect. 

While it is possible for the voltage 
on the system to be below standard 
and the capacity of its equipment 
limited, such a condition on your 
system has proven to be very im¬ 
probable. An investigation has dis¬ 
closed that this impression on the 
part of the members can be attributed 
to the lack' of properly experienced 
electricians and over-taxed electrical 
appliance dealers. It is so much more 
convenient these days with the de¬ 
mands upon the average persons, time 
so great to inform a customer, if a 
certain piece of equipment or appli¬ 
ance is not functioning properly, it is 
due to improper voltage regulations 
of their electric system. 

Your Cooperative wishes to con¬ 
tinue to assist its members to the 
fullest extent practical in clearing up 
such complaints. However, in the in¬ 
terest of Cooperative principles, we 
caution you not to form an opinion 
until such time that a checkup dis¬ 
closes the cause of the trouble. 
BROODERS, WATER WARMERS 

ORDERED 
Your Cooperative has placed an 

order for a number of electric chick 
brooders and water warmers, which 
will be made available for sale to its 
members after the first of the year. 
The sizes of the brooders are 250, 300 
and 500 chick capacity. Those in¬ 
terested in acquiring brooders should 
file their orders immediately with 
the Cooperative. 

The workmen of your Cooperative 
are starting the trimming of trees and 
underbrush over the system and any ! 
assistance that you can given them 
in the burning of brush, etc., will 
be greatly appreciated. 

Thank You Folks 
We want to thank the mem¬ 

bers of our Cooperative for the 
very satisfactory manner in 
which they are meeting their 
monthly obligations to the Co¬ 
operative. There are a very small 
percentage of the members who 
are not cooperating in this self- 
meter reading plan which is a 
war measure, by returning their 
meter cards. We will appreciate 
it very much if they will cooper¬ 
ate in the future. 

Annual Meeting 
It is the time of the year when 

the Cooperative members’ attention is 
called to the annual meeting which 
will be held January 27, 1944, at 
which time it will be necessary to 
elect three directors to fill the va¬ 
cancies of the directors whose terms 
expire and one director to fill the 
vacancy of the unexpired term of a 
director who is moving from his 
farm being served by the Coopera¬ 
tive. At the annual meeting there will 
be presented an over-all operating re¬ 
port on the previous year’s business, 
which will cover construction, exten¬ 
sions, energy consumption, revenue 
and expenses, maintenance problems, 
outages, and any other matters you 
will want to know about your Co¬ 
operative’s business. 

OIL CONSUMPTION 
REACHES 218,000 

BARRELS PER DAY 

Illinois oil production during last 
month is estimated at approximately 
218.000 barrels a day, compared to 
216.000 barrels daily in August. Five 
new pools were discovered during 
September, and four previously de¬ 
veloped pools were widened by dril¬ 
ling, according to the State Geologi¬ 
cal Survey's report. The new pools 
are in Clay, Marion, Edwards, Rich¬ 
land and Jefferson counties. 

A new well opened in Wayne 
county had an initial production of 
2,125 barrels, while the average daily 
initial production of the seventy-three 
producing wells completed in Septem¬ 
ber is 154 barrels, compared to the 
daily average of 115 barrels for the 
month of August. 

Extra shelter in bad weather comes 
in handy and saves livestock. Straw 
sheds are the cheapest shelters on 
the farm. 

Inspiration For An Artist, But 
Just a Nightmare For REA Line 

The scene above looks pleasant 
enough for an extended vacation; the 
lush, green valleys and rolling hills 
combine to make an inspiration for an 
artist, and the fleecy clouds which 
drift over the landscape add their 
beauty to the well-kept farms which 
dot the countryside—but these fac¬ 
tors, especially the hills and valleys, 
have been sufficient to give night¬ 
mares to all of those associated with 
Jo-Carroll Electric Cooperative, Inc., 
of Elizabeth. 

Manager F. I. Ruble and his em¬ 
ployes appreciate the beauty of Jo 
Daviess and Carroll counties . . . . 
still, you’ll find them looking anxious¬ 
ly up at the sky when snow or a 
heavy rain seems imminent. Trouble, 
you know, generally happens at night 
and that’s the time when Jo-Carroll's 
330 miles of line are a trial for the 
hardiest of REA men. 

For 330 miles in this area are 
equivalent to approximately 1000 
miles on most projects. If you want 
to dispute this assertion, bring your 
’ hot sticks” and the rest of your 
tools and patrol the line; you don’t 
drive thirty-five miles an hour over 
flat country in the Jo-Carroll area, 
but you sling your tools over your 
shoulder and guide your footsteps by 
the stars up and down hills far from 
a highway or rural road. 

the truck to get as close to the out-i 
age source as possible. 

With the truck parked and the line¬ 
man in the hills or valleys—take your 
choice—located, a lineman carries as 
many tools as he thinks his buddy 
needs from the truck to the waiting 
signal flasher. Some fun. 

Mr. Ruble recalls a time when he 
and Seaman Mizell started down one 
of Jo Daviess county’s back-country 
roads in search of the source of line 
trouble. They drove through one big 
rut and then found themselves face ta 

| face with a washed out culvert. Man- 
| euvering around, they turned back, 
j floundered through the same mud hole 
i and reached the safety of the high- 
j way just as a torrent of rain made 
I all possible hopes of retracing their 
! journey impossible, 
j One section of line was out four 
| days at one time because snow drifts 
j prevented linemen from reaching the 
j trouble zone. That was the time 
• w’hen Mr. Ruble’s car was one of 
j fourteen in line bucking a snow drift 
i —included jn the caravan of stalled 
j cars was a wrecker and a school bus. 
j Shovels, chains and some concentrat- 
j ed pushing got everybody out. how- 
I ever, and all are probably looking 
| forward again—with apprehension—- 
j to a repetition of similar experiences 
this winter. 

Talk About Snow 

And when it snows in Jo Daviess 
and Carroll counties, it really snows, j 
None of these soft, bright flakes drift- j 
ing down from the blue for this pro- ! 

ject—it just comes down by the 
shovelful, blocking roads for days at 
a time. 

Only about 15 per cent of the line 
is easily accessible. Although some 
of the line is along the highway, 
much of that is more than 100 feet 
back from the road and practically 
impossible to find without an REA j 
guide. During one particularly severe j 
snow storm, Clyde Mizell, who is ! 
now a seaman second class in the | 
Seebees, stayed at his post at the co¬ 
operative’s former diesel generating 
plant for thirty-six hours straight— 
not because he wanted to, but just 
because the roads were drifted closed 
and his relief man couldn’t get 
through. 

There have been times when 
Everett Read, president of the board, 
has had to walk down the road from 
his farm home and wait on the high¬ 
way for someone from the coopera¬ 
tive to drive by and pick him up on 
board meeting nights. He walked to 
the highway through drifts so deep 
that an automobile would vanish from 
sight if a motorist had been brave 
enough to chance a trip to the Read 
home. 

Signals Arranged 
The military forces could take a 

tip from the cooperative in the mat¬ 
ter of signals. When the boys go 
out on a job at night they carry 
their flashlights in a handy pocket, 
because the plan is for one man to 
walk along the line while another 
man drives a truck to a country road 
nearest the trouble area. When the 
"hiker” finds the trouble he flashes 
his light toward the sky—it helps, 
Mr. Ruble says, to direct the man in 

And cooperative employes also re¬ 
call going through a snow-blocked 
road huffing and puffing as they 
pushed and hauled a service truck on 
its way to a trouble call while drifts 
were almost even with the fence 
p^sts on each side of the road. 

Looking Forward 
A service breaker has now been 

installed at one particularly difficult 
place to reach and Mr. Ruble says he 
is looking forward to the day when 
government restrictions will be lifted 
in order that he may be able to pur¬ 
chase more of these devices and thus 
eliminate much of the trouble which 
his cooperative now faces. 

Since Ray Hutchison, veteran line¬ 
man, was injured, the cooperative has 
only one trouble-shooter, Charles 
( Chuck”) Youtzy. Fortunately, 
however, the Jo-Carroll project is not 
in the sleet or tornado belt and this 
factor, along with good luck, have 
helped cut down some of the diffi¬ 
culties which go with REA lines in 
this scenic, hilly country where roads 
are built on ridges. 

A tip-off on this area is provided 
by a remark made by an REA execu¬ 
tive who visited the project and asked 
for an opportunity to ride through the 
area. He got the opportunity and 
during the trip asked Mr. Ruble: "Do 
you have to take me over the rough¬ 
est road on the project?” Strangely 
enough, the road he was going over 
was the main route to the north feed¬ 
er switch. 

ROOT CROPS KEEP 
BEST IF MATURED 

BEFORE STORAGE 

Root crops that are to be stored 
should mature to ideal conditions be¬ 
fore a killing frost. If harvested pre¬ 
maturely, root crops fail to keep 
well during the winter months. 
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NEAL TO SPEAK 
AT CONFERENCE 

ON LINE SAFETY 
The conference for foremen and 

linemen, scheduled for early this 
month, has been postponed until 
November 29 and 30, according to 
an announcement made by T. M. 
Brady, chairman of the Illinois 
REA safety and job training com¬ 
mittee. Sessions will be held in 
St. Louis. 

Speakers at the conference will 
include William Neal, deputy 
REA administrator, and David A. 
Fleming, REA director of safety 
and labor relations. 

One of the most important meet¬ 
ings of its kind held under the 
Illinois REA safety and job train¬ 
ing program, discussions will cover 
a wide range of subjects of in¬ 
terest to linemen, foremen and 
managers and superintendents. 

Among topics to be discussed 
are: Switches, safety in trans¬ 
formers, protective grounds, rub¬ 
ber gloves, handling heavy ob¬ 
jects, tagging lines, handling and 
setting poles, setting meters and 
running services, underbuilds and 
hot line operations with hot tongs. 

Bells Toll For 
Pesky Sparrows 

On Weber Place 

Sleigh bells ring summer and winter 
on the Fred Weber farm, located on 
Route 1, Geneseo, but their jingle, 
jangle, jingle don't signify the ap¬ 
proach of old-fashioned cutters which 
in years past used to be the height of 
fashion. ‘ 

Mrs. Weber is a lover of birds, but 
that love doesn’t extend to the lowly 
sparrow. And the sleigh bells are rung 
to scarce the little pests away from 
feeding trays and bird houses placed 
in the farm yard for more welcome 
guests. 

The sleigh bells are attached to a 
stout ■wire and there is a rope ex¬ 
tending from the bell straps to tire 
kitchen window, so that Mrs. Weber 
can put the fear of sudden noise into 
the annoying sparrows whenever she 
notices that they are molesting the 
chickadees, martins, cardinals and her 
other feathered friends. The bells 
were once the pride and joy of Mrs. 
Weber's father, who used to drive 
merrily into town in his cutter w7hi!e 
children and adults alike stopped to 
admire and listen to the cheery musi¬ 
cal jingle of the bells. 

There also is another bell attached 
to a small, dead tree, which Mrs. 
Weber had planted in the ground 
near the fence on the side of the 
newly painted residence .... and 
this bell too serves its purpose of 
driving away sparrows from the 
cracked corn, suet and sunflower seeds 
which are placed outside for the 
many song birds which nest on the 
farm. 

War Brewing 
A minor war is brewing on the 

Weber place and this winter will see 
a strong “second front" established 
against the intruders. The bells 
frighten the sparrows, but don’t seem 
to scare them permanently, so Mrs. 
Weber has prevailed upon her hus¬ 
band to use more lasting measures: 
Therefore, war against the sparrows 
is to be moved this winter from the 
farmyard to the barn where the pesky, 
unwanted birds nest and where they 
may be caught and exterminated. 

Much of the feed which Mrs. Web¬ 
er gives her feathered friends is grown 
on the home place. And lucky is the 
bird who visits this farm, served by 
Farmers Mutual Electric cooperative, 
and partakes of the home-growm sun¬ 
flower seeds, walnuts and ground com 
which Mrs. Weber distributes each 
winter for her singing, chirping guests. 
Sparrows, however, had better heed 
the bells .... for there is no ques¬ 
tion on this farm about For Whom 
the Bells Toll. 

“Sold to the Gentleman With the Temporary Job 
Gray Hat;’" It’s Farm Auction Day Now Permanent, 

Manager Finds 
B. H. Tuttle, manager of Tri-Coun¬ 

ty Electric cooperative at Mount 
Vernon, has a career in the rural elec¬ 
trification field similar to that of the ! 
fabulous character in the Man Who • 
Came to Dinner. 

In the play, you’ll remember, the ! 
renowned Mr. Whiteside arrived at 1 
his host’s hdfne for dinner and stayed ! 
as a guest in the house for several j 
months. Someway similar, Mr. Tut¬ 
tle agreed to help organize the Tri- i 
County Electric cooperative and to I 
serve as temporary manager until a ; 
permanent superintendent could be 1 
procured. That was several years 

City folks might have difficulty in figuring out what this crowd is doing j ago—and Mr. Tuttle is still occupy- 
as men and women gaze intently toward the man in the center of the group jng the manager’s chair. 
with the broad-brimmed hat. But rural people can tell at a glance that a His temporary job has become a 
farm auction is taking place, and those at the combination sate held recently permanent position, much to his own 
near Dongola by Victor Cundiff and Edward Corzin, will know that the 
auctioneer is L. Oard Sitter. 

Mr. Sitter is one of the originators of the idea of auctioning off King 
Neputne, a prize hog, for war bonds. The auctioneer, himself, has raised 
$11,000,000 through the idea, with hundreds of individuals and firms bidding 
thousands of dollars in war bonds for the hog, which is sold from the squeal 
to the curl in its tail. His associate in the novel scheme is Don Lingle of 
Anna, petty officer first class in the navy. 

LIMBS REMOVED 
TO FREE LINES 

ON REA PROJECT 

CHANT OF FARM 
AUCTIONEER IS 

THRILL AT SALE 

Frank Kimber, president of the 
board of Southern Illinois Electric 
cooperative, and Manager George En- 
dicott were at the above sale along 
with other REA leaders. Automobiles 
and farm trucks were lined up on 

r t i t , both sides of the roads for two “city 
The forceful compelling chant otr.. , ,, , , . , 
, . . t ■ blocks and business in nearby Don- 

the farm auctioneer is something , ^ , t... , . 
gola was near a standstill during the 

which most city folks have never 
heard—but, you can take it from 
the people down Dongola wTay, it 
has a quality all its own. 

When stock and farm equipment 
are on the block, few can resist bid- 
dinfi on something. Maybe it’s only 
a milk pail, but the thrill of being 
pointed out as the high bidder cn 
some article at a farm sale is an emo¬ 
tion which is hard to beat. 

Lunch was served on the grounds 
at the combination sale at which the 
above photograph was taken, adding 
to the enjoyment of the occasion. 
While a large crowd assembled 
around the auctioneer during the sale 
of household furnishings and smaller 
items, other farmers roamed about 

surprise and the obvious delight of 
more than 2000 REA cooperative j 
members. Mr. Tuttle still owns a | 
farm near Mount Vernon, but actual 1 
work on the place is left largely to 
his son. 

Tri-County Electric cooperative is I 
one of the best paying rural electrifi- ! 
cation systems in the country and its ! 
commercial load is probably the na- ! 
tion’s heaviest. Much of the success ■ 
of the cooperative is due to the or- [ 
ganization's leaders taking advantag*. 
of the Illinois oil field area. Far¬ 
sighted planning enabled the cooper¬ 
ative to move in and serve refineriet 
and so-called gas-cracking plants as 
well as the numerous electrically op¬ 
erated pumps which teeter up and sale on this electrified farm as hun 

dreds of farmers joined, in looking down day and night bringing "oil to 
over articles which would help im- | (-be surface. 
prove their farms and enable them to 
boost still further the production o.f 
food on their home places. 

ANTIQUES OWNED 
BY STORE KEEPER 

SERVED BY REA 
Muzzle Loader and Ox Yoke 

Are Displayed by 
Frank Keller 

Frank Keller’s 80-year-old grocery 

The system was in excellent condi¬ 
tion with respect to materials and 
finances when the U-l-c order went 
into effect and was able to take full 
advantage of it, completing at pres¬ 
ent approximately 125 extensions. 
Building rapidly through the years, 
the cooperative arrived at the “freeze" ! 
period with all lines constructed and 
was in position to turn on the green 
light the minute the U-l-c program 
was launched. 

the grounds, commenting on the cat¬ 
tle and inspecting the equipment which 
was to go on the block next. 

Always a Crowd 
Rain or shine, hot or cold, a 

farm sale usually draws a crowd of 
eager bidders, some items going high¬ 
er at auctions than the purchase price 
but on them at stores. But when the 
bidding starts it is hard to keep from 
“upping" the bid just made by your 
neighbor. 

Often articles which are now on 
the ration list and, therefore, difficult 
to get can be picked up at bargain 
prices at these traditional sales. There 
have been instances where items have 
been owned by several families in the 
same neighborhood as they are bought 
and sold at various auctions from 
year to year. 

City folks would get a real kick 
out of an auction—but probably no 
greater thrill than farm folks them¬ 
selves get at each succeeding sale. 

It’s a place where REA members 
meet and discuss the advantages of 
rural electricity and where they have 
an opportunity of assembling much 
as they would at a community party. 

store is a mere infant in comparison 
with the two antiques which he treas¬ 
ures and which date back to the time 
when Big Neck prairie was still In¬ 
dian territory. 

Mr. Keller's store is a place where 
the old and new merge into one— 
for this historic landmark is now 
serviced by Adams Electric coopera¬ 
tive at Camp Point. Gasoline pumps 

FRANK KELLER AND ~ 
PRIZE ANTIQUES 

stand ready for use on the highway 
in front of the building—while in a 
rear corner of the store visitors can 
see an ox yoke which Madison Wil¬ 
lard, early settler who resided 
miles south of Bowen, used to break 
the rich Illinois prairie land 135 years 
ago. 

Owns Old Rifle 
Near the stout yoke is a double 

barrel, muzzle loading rifle, with 
which Mr. Keller first learned to 
shoot. The old gun, Mr. Keller says, 
has shot many a deer in the Big 

J Neck-Bowen area—and may have hit 
j one or two marauding Indians too. 
j Keller’s store is a visiting place as 
j well as a trading place, and many 
I farmers from the area drop in to pass 
. the time of day while their automo¬ 

biles and trucks are being repaired 
i in the garage next door. A farmer in 
! North Dakota for many years, Mr. 

Keller bought the old store seventeen 
j years ago. His place of business has 

been on the REA line since service 
was first started in the territory. 

Electric lights are not only a con- 

DARING YOUNG MAN 

These three pictures illustrate a 
trio of essential steps in removing aa 
overhang from an REA line. 

The photographs were taken dur- 

WAGES FOR FARM 
EMPLOYES RISES 

OVER BOOM YEAR 
Not even in the boom year 1920 

were Illinois farm hands receiving as 
high wages as now. The present aver¬ 
age monthly farm wage in this state 
is reported to be $64.50 with board, 
and $82.50 without board. A year 
ago the average rate was $53.50 and 
$67.75. Illinois farm wages now are 
twelve per cent above the former 
high record established in 1920. 

Early feathering and rapid growth 

Frank Keller is pictured above 
kneeling on the lawn at the rear of 
his store in Big Neck, holding an an¬ 
cient muzzle loading rifle with which 
he learned to shoot in the days 'way 
back when. He thinks the gun could 
still propel a mean bullet, and ad¬ 
vises the nazis and Japs to stay out 
of range. On the ground in front of 
Mr. Keller is an ox yoke which was 

of chicks should be kept in mind j used to break ground in the early 
when making selections of birds for days around Bowen, a short distance 
breeding stock. from Big Neck. 

venience. but a necessity Mr. Keiler j ing a ,ree demonstration at 
says, adding that it ts ould be mighty , Rushvine. atwndtd b reprewntativ(.s 

hard to return to the old kerosene c ... 
.. . r . „ ,| from Adams, Spoon River. Western 
lamps of former days. Among his | , r-, , . 

. _ . ,a, and Menard Electric cooperatives, souvenirs are pictures taken of farms » , , , , , T-, 
i , . Ter r-t i , Actual work was done by Edwin De- he owned in North Dakota—and. r , 

y 

somehow, one gets the idea that Mr. L°n
D

9 °f t
Mcnard Elcctric cooP^tive 

Keller would rather be out in the * Petersb"^ * ^aduate of the 
wind, rain and sun operating a farm Da^ cdIe9e of trec sur9erV- 
than tending store. Being a store r 

ie t0p P*c”ne shows Mr. De¬ 
keeper is easier than farming, he de- on^ 9ettill9 in position to remove 
dares, but he thinks he felt better on dle over^ari9ing branches. The see¬ 
the farm. onc* photograph shows him lowering 

the limbs which have been removed 
and the final picture illustrates virtual 
completion of the job with much of 
the overhang removed and the wires 
nearly free of danger from branches. 

A representative from the Univer¬ 
sity of Illinois forestry department 
discussed tree trimming at a meeting 
during the afternoon. following 
luncheon in Rushville. 

ELECTRICITY TO FARMS — 
Rural electrification loans to 26 sys¬ 
tems in 18 States have been made 
to a total of $1,790,000 for immedi¬ 
ate extensions of- service to more 
than 1,000 farms qualifying under 
present WPB regulations permitting 
connections to farms producing live¬ 
stock, dairy and poultry products. 
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Adams REA Sub-station Shown 

SERVES 3 COUNTIES 

Begun in January, 1939, the sub¬ 
station shown above was completed 
and energized by Adams Electric co¬ 
operative on March 29 of that year 
with appropriate ceremonies. 

The sub-station marked the begin- 
ing of an REA cooperative which has 
expanded rapidly until its original 160 
miles of line has grown to include ap¬ 
proximately 670 miles and its mem¬ 
bership has increased to M73. 

Originally the cooperative operat¬ 
ed only in Adams county, but its lines 
now serve the farming areas of Brown 
and Schuyler counties as well. When 
the project was first started its offi¬ 
ces were in Quincy, but about two 
years ago the office was moved to 
Camp Point to be more centrally ’o- 
cated in the territory. 

The modern sub-station is approxi¬ 
mately eight miles northeast of Quin¬ 
cy on a well-traveled highway so that 
thousands of motorists pass by the 
plant every day. Its original trans¬ 
formers, struck by lightning sometime 
ago, have long since been replaced 
by three 250-KVA type transformers, 
considerably larger than those first 
thought capable of carrying the load. 

Construction work on the sub-sta¬ 
tion was delayed at intervals because 
of snow and cold weather, but its 
final completion was hailed by anx¬ 
ious farm residents who had waited 
long and patiently for the electrical 
service which today is making pos¬ 
sible the increased food production 
the war demands. 

A sign at the sub-station reads as 
follows: ADAMS ELECTRIC CO¬ 
OPERATIVE SUB-STATION. A 
cooperative organization furnishing 
low cost electric service to its mem¬ 
bers in rural areas of Adams, Brown 
and Schuyler counties. 

The many motorists who pass by 
the sub-station every day can not 
help but be impressed with those facts 
so proudly displayed on the sign with 
its white background, black letters 
and large red REA letters. 

Frank Steffen, the first man to re¬ 
ceive electrical energy from the co¬ 
operative lives a short distance from 
the sub-station and he, like the many 
who have joined the cooperative in 
later years, is firmly convinced that 
REA cooperative service is one of 
the greatest boons which has even 
been offered farm residents. 

ALL-TIME MARK 
SET FOR POTATO 

CROP IN NATION 
Farmers, in response to govern¬ 

ment’s request for more potatoes, have 
turned out an all-time crop this year. 
Latest reports estimate fall production 
alone at approximately 360 million 
bushels—73 million bushels over the 
fall crop of 1942. Every bushel of 
these potatoes will be needed to meet 
civilian and military needs. The very 
size of the crop, how'ever, creates 
serious problems of marketing and dis¬ 
tribution. 

A major problem in handling the 
potato crop this year *is one of stor¬ 
age. Commercial storage has been in¬ 
creased but it is still not adequate 
to meet the demands. Space must be 
found outside of the producing areas 
for approximately 50 million bushels 
if w’aste is to be prevented. 

Heavier Purchases 
Homemakers can help this situa¬ 

tion considerably by purchasing more 
than just enough for their immediate 
needs. Even families living in most 
apartments can arrange facilities for 
storing a bushel or more at one time. 
After harvesting potatoes go through 
a rest period of about two or three 
months. During this period fully ma¬ 
tured potatoes are relatively easy to 
store. 

About all that is necessary to keep 
this amount in condition until they can 
be used is a reasonably dry place 
where the temperature stays between 
40 and 60 degrees. A cellar, closet, 
back porch or garage that meets these 
conditions will do. Potatoes should 
not be permitted to freeze, however, 
or they will spoil. 

Potatoes should be carefully in¬ 
spected before they are stored and all 
of those not in prime condition re¬ 
moved. Badly brused or cracked ones 
should be segregated and used first, 
since they will not keep for any 
period of time. Store potatoes away 
from the light if possible, since light 
causes them to lose flavor. When stor¬ 
ing only a small amount, a cloth cov¬ 
ering or heavy paper is sufficient 
protection. 

FANS IN WINTER PROMOTE 
HEALTH - ECONOMY 

If your home is heated by stoves 
you will find that the use of a fan 
to circulate the air will not only make 
for more healthful and comfortable 

1 living but will be an economy as well, 
according to Wm. M. Planert, di¬ 
rector of the Southern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative of Dongola, Illinois. 

While Mr. Planert's home is heat¬ 
ed by furnace his store is stove heat¬ 
ed. Before REA, even with a roaring 
fire in the stove, the farther reaches 
of the building were cold. He had 
a fan mounted near the ceiling—for 
summer use. The first winter he tried 
it out. It circulates the air, driving 
the wrarm air from near the ceiling 
down and to the far corners of the 
building. Less fire is needed. Mr. 
Planert figures the saving in coal more 
than pays for the extra current used 
by the fan. 

But here is the “pay-off”. Where 
before, every one working in the 
store wms subject to colds every win¬ 
ter; since the use of the fan these 
have been at a minimum. Here is the 
explanation. Stove heat is “dead” 
heat. Aid in the room becomes stale, 
and has a depressing effect on the 
human system. Circulate that same 
air and one .“perks” up. And again 
the economy angle creeps in. It has 
been proven that one is more com¬ 
fortable in a room of lower tempera¬ 
ture if the air is circulating than in a 
room of high temperature if the air 
is “dead” and stale. 

So, for health and economy, use 
your fans in winter as well as summer. 

Here ’n there 

Meetings of the cooperative are gea- 
erally held in the morning—but for 
a pot luck supper who wouldn’t drive 
to towrn in the evening. 

in 

John Waggoner, manager of Coles- 
Moultrie Electric cooperative and sec¬ 
retary-treasurer of the Illinois REA 
safety and job training committee, is 
one fellow who doesn’t need a lift in 
this life—he already has one at home, 
thank you. John is one of those in¬ 
genius guys who sizes up a situation 
and then does something about it. 
When he decided there was no place 
in his house for a stairway leading 
to the basement, John just did the 
next best thing—he installed an ele¬ 
vator ... a lift to you REA members 
of English descent. And while the 
neighbors in the Waggoner farm com¬ 
munity huff and puff when they take 
the ashes out of the cellar, John just 
grins—puts the heaping ash containers 
on his little elevator, pulls a rod to 
start the motor, and up comes John, 
ashes and all. Talk about being sold 
on electric power, the Waggoners 
have forty-three devices run by elec¬ 
tricity on their farm. 

* * * 

A member who comes into the 
Corn Belt Electric Cooperative office 
at Bloomington and says he isn’t able 
to pay his power bill that day be¬ 
cause he doesn’t have his check book 
with him, just doesn’t have a chance. 
In a rack attached to a writing desk. 
T. H. Hafer has placed check.books 
from every bank in the territory serv-. 
ed by the cooperative. At last count, 
there were more than fifteen books. 

★ ★ ★ 

Newt Elliott must have the boys 
trained. This trip we dropped into 
the office of the Illini Electric co¬ 
operative and coaxed Newt out to 
have a coke. And what does the 
guy behind the soda fountain do but 
give Newt the change from our quar¬ 
ter. Fine thing. However, w’e salvaged 
the money .... a fellow with our 
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training in eating at boarding houses 
is a hard man to beat on the pickup. 

* * ★ 

Mrs. Edward Otto, whose farm is 
served by Corn Belt Electric coopera¬ 
tive, believes that some old-fashioned 
things are best after all. Consequent¬ 
ly, beneath modern power lines early 
this month there reposed a huge, 
black kettle, under which a wood 
fire burned. Old grease and lye sim¬ 
mered in the kettle—and for good 
reason. Mrs. Otto was making her 
own soap. “My wife says she can’t 
get the kids’ clothes clean with soap 
you buy at the stores these days,” 
Mr. Otto explained. 

★ * * 

In true Hallowe’en fashion, we rol¬ 
led homeward late in October with 
four pumpkins for company. They 
were gifts of Mrs. Fred Weber of 
Route 1, Geneseo . . . and made the 
best pies we have ever tasted. The 
birds in our neighborhood also send 
their thanks to Mrs. Weber—for to 
them she sent a bag of sunflower 
seeds. 

★ ★ * 

It’s a fine thing, says Jim Donley, 
who resides on a farm south of Kel- 
lerville, when brother Dale gets his 
picture in the Illinois REA News us¬ 
ing a power saw which Jim created. 
However, Jim is confident that the 
Kellervile Donleys will get their just 
share of publicity upon completion 
of the state park near his present 
home. 

An event which will probably be¬ 
come an annual affair was held this 
month at the Illini Electrical cooper¬ 
ative at Champaign when members 
of the board of directors and their 
wives sat down to a pot luck supper. 

WORKING AHEAD OF FIRST SNOW STORM 

* * * 

TO SUBSTITUTE TIRES—Farm¬ 
ers needing farm implement or front 
wheel tractor tires will be permitted 
to purchase suitable substitutes when 
they are unable to find a dealer with 
tires designed expressly for their pur¬ 
pose, the OPA has announced. 
Dealers may also sell passenger car 
owners tires and tubes of a slightly 
different size than is called for by the 
rationing certificate. 

A survey shows that erosion over 
a period of thirty-five years robs a 
farm of a total of 2850 tons of pro¬ 
ductive top soil for every thirty-five 
acres. 

Hurrying to get the job done before 

the arrival of the season’s first snow 

storm, these husky farmers, including 

the little fellow in the foreground who, 
dad and grandad said, “straw-bossed" 
the project, are preparing to enlarge 
their dry feed lot for the coming 
winter months. 

Shown in the picture are Howard 
Johnson, his father, Frank Johnson; 
Loraine Hurst, an employe on the 
Johnson farm, and “Supervisor” 
David Johnson, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Howard Johnson. The Johnson farm 
is served by Western Electric cooper¬ 
ative of Carthage. 

Speaking of electricity, the Johnsons 
said that farm life has been made 
considerably easier and much more 

Patriotism is no idle word to Wil¬ 
liam Engle, member of Farmers Mu¬ 
tual Electric cooperative f Geneseo. 
In addition to operating a small farm 
on Route 2, a short distance off High¬ 
way 82, Mr. Engle works as a mold- 
er’s helper in the Moline plant of 
George Frank Foundries, Inc., in near¬ 
by Moline. The Engles were recently 
married and not long ago completed 
construction of their new, modern res¬ 
idence. During the time the house was 
being built, the couple lived in a por¬ 
tion of a summer kitchen, located at 
the rear of their present home and 
constructed entirely of logs hewn from 
the adjacent timber. REA service fin¬ 
ally came their way in September and 
the day of its arrival was one of the 
highlights of their country life, Mrs, 
Engle said. A new chicken house is 
being built at the farm and other 
improvements are being made at the 
place as rapidly as material and help 
become available. 

pleasant with lights and home and 
farm appliances. Electric energy has 
enabled the Johnson family to increase 
production to a high level and put 
them in the vanguard of other suc¬ 
cessful farmers in the area. Pigs are 
farrowed in the timber, but electricity 
is used to brood chicks. 

They usually keep 100 head of 
Herefords and Angus cattle on feed 
throughout the year. In addition to 
the cattle, the Johnsons also have 
715 head of hogs. The farm is a 
large one and keeps them all going at 
top speed, Frank Johnson says. 

At the time the above photograph 
was snapped, the quartet w7as get¬ 
ting ready to mix cement in which 
a gate post was to be placed. 

Before Congress 
The Russell-Rankin bill is still tied 

up in committee. An omnibus bill, 
H.R.3572, has been introduced to 
correct certain defects in federal laws 
pertaining to agriculture. Section 3 
of the bill pertains to rural electrifica¬ 
tion, and, as proposed goes beyond 
clearing up defects. The following 
three amendments have been suggest¬ 
ed: 

On page 6, lines 3-4, by striking the 
words:'“With interest at a rate not 
to exceed 3 percent per annum” and 
by inserting in lieu thereof the fol¬ 
lowing: “with interest at a rate equal 
to the average rate of interest payable 
by the United States on its obligations 
issued during the preceding fiscal 
year. 

On page 6, after line 11, by in¬ 
serting a new sub-section reading as 
follows: “(c) Sub-section (b) of 
section 3 is amended by striking the 
words ‘for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1938, and for each of the eight 
years thereafter, the sum of $40,000,- 
000 for the purposes of this act as 
hereinafter provided,’ and by inserting 
in lieu thereof the following: ‘for each 
fiscal year commencing with the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1945, such sums 
as the congress may from time to 
time determine to be necessary for 
the purposes of this act as hereinafter 
provided.’ ” 

On page 6, after line 16, by in¬ 
serting a new sub-section reading as 
follows: ‘(c) Sections 4 and 5 are 
amended by striking out the words 
‘obligations, having a maturity of ten 
or more years after the dates thereof 
issued during the last preceding fiscal 
year in which any such obligations 
were issued’ and by inserting in lieu 
thereof the following: ‘obligations is¬ 
sued during the preceding fiscal 
year.’ ” 

The house agricultural committee 
is holding hearings on this bill now 
and it is thought that the bill will 
definitely pass. 

In a news letter to managers of 
REA cooperatives, NRECA leaders 
“urged that as many telegrams and 
letters as possible be sent to your 
congressmen urging adoption of the 
amendents.” 

Briefly these amendments provide 
for: 

1. Reduction of the rate of in¬ 
terest on loans by RFC to the ad¬ 
ministrator from 3 percent to the 
average rate of interest paid by the 
government on its obligations; 

2. Removal of the 8-year limita¬ 
tion and the $40,000,000 ceiling on 
the authorization for REA loans; 

3. Reduction of rate of interest 
on loans by the administrator to the 
co-ops to the average rate of interest 
paid by the government on its ob¬ 
ligations. 

In a note to cooperatives, a bulletin 
from the National Rural Electric Co¬ 
operative Association says: “If amend¬ 
ments 1 and 3 are adopted the gov¬ 
ernment still breaks even, but the 
more than 100 percent profit to Uncle 

! Sam on the interest item is elimin- 
] ated,” 


