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October is National Cooperative 
Month, and for the many differ-

ent types of co-ops in the U.S., it’s the 
time of year to celebrate what mem-
bership truly means. You could be a 
member of a lot of different places – a 
gym, a 4-H club, a church group – the 
list goes on and on! But what makes 
being a member of a co-op different? 
 The simple answer to that ques-
tion is that when you are a member 
of a co-op, you are also an owner. You 
own a stake in your business, and just 
like any stakeholder, there are many 
benefits to your membership. As a 
member of Western Illinois Electrical 

Membership Matters
Coop., you have a say in the directors 
who are elected to serve on the co-op’s 
board. By voting at our annual meet-
ing, the board members you “hired” 
with your vote are the ones who set 
policy on issues that impact WIEC. 
They protect the assets of your coop-
erative by establishing rates, set short- 
and long- term goals and along with 
management, steer the cooperative in 
a positive direction. They guide the 
cooperative while keeping the mem-
bers interests and wallets in mind.  
 Co-op members receive other bene-
fits by just belonging, such as our pro-
grams like the Geothermal Heat Rate, 

specially priced water heaters, ERC 
Loan Program, Youth to Washington 
contest, IEC Memorial Scholarships 
and a host of others.  
 Education remains another big 
focus. For the past 21 years, WIEC 
has sponsored our Safety Fair for the 
local 5th graders. We routinely publish 
ideas in the WIEC News on how to 
make your home more energy efficient 
and save on your electric bill.  
 Our goal is providing you with safe, 
reliable and affordable electricity on 
an at-cost basis. We do have to think 
about expenses, overhead and other 

WIEC Employees invite our members to Member Appreciation Day  
on October 26. See Page 9 for more details.  
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OFFICE HOURS
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Monday - Friday
BUSINESS OFFICE 

217-357-3125
TO REPORT AN OUTAGE

800-576-3125

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 Rob Gronewold —  

 President, Carthage
 Jay Morrison — 

 Vice President, Burnside
 Janet Spory —  

 Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter
 William Newton —  

 Assistant Secretary/Treasurer,  
 Burnside
 Mark Burling —  

 Director, Carthage
 Kent Flesner —  

 Director, West Point
 Kim Gullberg —  

 Director, Stronghurst

STAFF
 Tommie Long — Manager
 Todd Grotts — Manager  

 of Operations
 Becky Dickinson — Office  

 Manager

MAP LOCATION CONTEST
Every month we are printing four 
members’ map location numbers in the 
newsletter. If you find your map location 
number call the WIEC office by the 25th 
of the following month, tell us where it is 
and we will give you a $10.00 bill credit. 
Keep on reading the WIEC News.
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aspects of a business, but when we have 
profits or margins left over, we send it 
right back to you. When we mail that 
capital credit check to you, you have a 
say in where that money goes! 
 We are local—living and working 
alongside those we serve. We have 15 
local employees, with over half being 
WIEC members. We are the voice on 
the phone who answers your billing 
questions. (6712-4) We are the faces 
across the counter when members pay 
their bills. We are the linemen who 
restore your electricity after a storm. The 
employees of WIEC are here to serve. 
 With your membership in WIEC, 
you are also helping in the economy of 
west central Illinois. A recent economic 
impact study found out that the total 
economic impact of WIEC employ-
ment and our annual operational 

expenditures pumps over $2 million 
dollars back into the local economy. 
These expenditures impact the bottom 
line of local business, including hospi-
tals, banks, restaurants, retail stores, and 
auto repair shops. WIEC’s impact con-
tributes over $462,000 back in the form 
of state and local taxes to our area.   
 During our busy lives, it is easy to 
forget what your membership in WIEC 
actually means. It gives you a voice in 
the operations and pays back capital 
credits when financially feasible to do so. 
It gives you a stake in a cooperative that 
provides members safe and reliable elec-
tricity, while having a positive influence 
on the community where we live. All 
these are possible because of your mem-
bership in WIEC. Membership does 
matter. Not bad for that $5 membership 
fee, is it?  

Membership Matters (Continued from page 16a)
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Look up for hazards 
during harvest

Jim Flach was a farmer and 4-H club 
leader who generously shared his 

skills of showing champion livestock 
with others. “My Dad would help any 
kid in the barn,” says his son Brett. 
“He was a good man, and a lot of 
people loved him.” Jim taught thou-
sands on the livestock show circuit and 
as a farmer, was willing to help anyone 
at any time. In fact, he was operating 
a crop sprayer for a neighbor, when 
tragedy struck. 
 Jim’s accident happened early in the 
planting season. He was operating a 
crop sprayer in a neighbor’s field, parked 
near an overhead utility wire and while 
folding up the sprayer arms, made con-
tact with the overhead lines. Jim was 
severely burned as he stepped down 
from the equipment, becoming the path 
to ground for the deadly current. He 
eventually died from his injuries.

■ WIEC urges local farmers to 
please take the proper precautions 
when working around power lines.  

■ Use a spotter when operating large 
machinery near power lines. 

■ Use care when raising augers, 
sprayer arms or the bed of grain 
trucks around power lines.  

■ Keep equipment at least 10 feet 
from power lines — at all times, in 
all directions.

■ Inspect the height of farm equip-
ment to determine clearance.

■ Always remember to lower exten-
sions when moving loads.

■ Never attempt to move a power 
line out of the way or raise it for 
clearance.

■ If a power line is sagging or low, 
call WIEC.  

 If contact is made with a power line, 
stay on the equipment. Make sure to 
warn others to stay away, and call 911. 
Do not leave until the utility crew says 
it is safe to do so. The only reason to 
exit is if the equipment is on fire. If 
this is the case, jump off the equip-
ment with your feet together, without 
touching the ground and vehicle at the 
same time. Then, still keeping your feet 
together, (8620-54) hop to safety as 
you leave the area.

 WIEC wishes everyone a  
successful and safe harvest 
season.  
Source: Safeelectricity.com
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Pay your WIEC bill online
Go to WIEC.net for internet payments

LIHEAP heating assistance money available 
Call now for appointment

Don’t let vampires suck the 
life out of your energy effi-
ciency efforts! Unplugging 
unused electronics – oth-
erwise known as “energy 
vampires” – can save you as 
much as 10 percent on your 
electric bill.

Source: energy.gov

If you need financial assistance to pay 
your electric bill, you may be eligible 

to participate in the Low Income Home 
Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP). 
Applicants must call for an appointment 
and bring with them proof of income 
for the last 30 days, their most recent 
electric bill and Social Security cards for 
all in the household.  
 For households with residents over 60 
years and receiving disability payments, 
appointments begin on October 1. For 
families with children under 6, appoint-
ments begin on Nov. 1. (6811-61) For 
the rest of the general public, appoint-
ments can be made after Dec. 1.  
 Assistance is based on combined 
household income. If it is at or below 
the levels shown below, you may be 
eligible. Good faith effort to maintain 
electric service may also be required.  

Household size 30 Day Income
1 $1,471
2 $1,991

 (add $520  for each additional house member)

For more details, contact the following:

Members in Hancock, Henderson and  
McDonough Counties:

Western Illinois Regional Council
223 S. Randolph, Macomb IL  61455

 (309) 837- 2997

Members in Adams County:
Two Rivers Regional Council

1891 Maine St., Suite 4, Quincy, IL  62301
(217) 224-8171

In addition to paying your Western 
Illinois Electrical Coop. bill by 

mail, phone or at the office, members 
can also pay their WIEC electric bill 
online through our website at www.
wiec.net. Save time and money by 
using this free service 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week from the conve-
nience of your home.  
 This service provides you with many 
features you have come to expect. 
In addition to viewing and paying 
your current bill online, members can 
also look back at previous bill state-
ments. Members can pay using VISA, 
MasterCard or (7511-53) Discover.  
 If you have any problems or ques-
tions, please call the WIEC office at 
217-357-3125 or 800-576-3125 dur-
ing normal business hours.  


