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Harvesting energy  
from the sun
 As farmers are wrapping up harvesting 
their crops for the season, one central 
Illinois generation and transmission coop-
erative has just started their harvest. Prairie 
Power Inc. (PPI), in Springfield, won’t be 
harvesting corn, beans or wheat they will be 
harvesting energy from the sun.
 On October 16th, state and local officials, 
students from VIT Elementary School and 
Astoria Elementary School and many oth-
ers were on hand as PPI held a dedication 
ceremony of the Spoon River Solar Farm 
and Learning Center. 
 The Spoon River Solar Farm, in partner-
ship with Prairie Power, Inc, is a 500 kW 
solar array consisting of 2,062 solar pan-
els on approximately five acres. Across the 
road, the Spoon River Solar Farm Learning 
Center will provide opportunities for chil-
dren, families and adults to learn about and 
interact with solar technology, as well as 
showcase the unique characteristics of rural 
cooperatives in their communities.
 A similar dedication occurred near 
Shelbyville for the Shelby Electric Solar 
Farm, which also is part of the Prairie 

Power energy portfolio. Both solar farms 
combined will produce enough electricity  
to meet the annual needs of 120 homes 
using an average of 1,200 Kwh of electricity 
each month.
 PPI believes in an “all of the above” 
approach to power supply portfolio plan-
ning. Just as with investment and retirement 
planning, no one wants all their eggs in one 
basket. PPI includes in its portfolio coal, nat-
ural gas, oil, wind and now solar generation. 
Having a diversified portfolio minimizes risk 
and creates benefits over the long term as the 
costs of various fuels change.
 PPI is the supplier of bulk electricity  
and electric highline transmission services 
to 10 member-owned electric distribution 
cooperatives in central Illinois, including 
Spoon River Electric. PPI already owns 
wind generation at a facility located just 
east of Paxton, as well as a state-of-the-
art coal fired plant located near Marissa. 
Electric cooperatives in Illinois are self-
governed, member-owned enterprises with 
members sitting on the board of directors  
at each cooperative. 
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Spoon River Electric 
Cooperative –  

By the Numbers
Miles of line energized: 1,255

Number of members served: 4,808
Number of power poles  

in territory: 29,255

Office Closing

Energy Efficiency 
Tip of the Month

Source: energy.gov

Our office  
will be closed  
November 26 & 27 
for Thanksgiving

Reduce energy for water 
heating. Take simple steps 
like lowering your water 
heater’s temperature 
and installing low-flow 
showerheads to reduce  
your water heating bills.
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18th Annual Lineman’s Safety Rodeo
 The Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperative’s (AIEC) 18th Lineman’s 
Safety Rodeo, held in Springfield,  
Sept. 18, had 14 lineman teams from 
across the state. 
 The Lineman’s Safety Rodeo, is held 
on the Chuck West Lineman’s Training 
Field at Lincoln Land Community 
College (LLCC) in Springfield. The 
college also hosts a lineman training 
program coordinated by the AIEC. 
Courses are designed for new line-
men and to help existing electric 
line personnel improve their work skills 
in safe and efficient ways. Each year 
at the rodeo, teams of linemen from 
Illinois electric cooperatives participate 
in competitive events using skills that 
focus on agility, speed and accuracy. 
While these skills are part of the com-
petition judging, above all the lineman 
are judged on safe work practices.
 This year Jared Lascelles, Spoon 
River Electric Lineman Summer 
Intern, LLCC student, and son of 
Director Bob Lascelles, participated 
in the AIEC Lineman’s Safety Rodeo. 
Lascelles was then awarded a $2,000 
scholarship, sponsored by Snap-On 
Tools, from the International Lineman 
Rodeo Association. 

LLCC Lineman students conducting the flag raising ceremony during the 2015 
AIEC Lineman’s Safety Rodeo. Lascelles pictured at very top raising the flag.

Jared Lascelles, International 
Lineman Rodeo Association 
Scholarship Recipient. 
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 You probably don’t pay much 
attention to the utility poles found 
throughout Spoon River Electric’s 
service territory, but did you know 
these tall structures are the back-
bone of our distribution network? 
 Strong, sturdy utility poles ensure 
a reliable electric system, which is 
why we routinely inspect the thou-
sands of poles found on our lines. 
Throughout the year, our crews 
check poles for decay caused by 
exposure to the elements. They 
know which poles are oldest and 
conduct inspections through a rota-
tional process. Typically, a standard 
wooden distribution pole is expected 
to last more than 50 years. 
 Occasionally, poles need to be 
replaced for other reasons besides 
decay and old age. Weather disasters, 
power line relocation and car crashes 
are potential causes for immediate 
replacement. When possible, Spoon 
River Electric communicates when 
and where pole replacements will 
take place so that you stay informed 
of where crews will be working. 

Here is a quick breakdown of how 
crews replace a utility pole:
 When a pole needs to be replaced, 
crews will start the process by dig-
ging a hole, typically next to the 
pole being replaced. The depth of 
the hole must be 15 percent of the 
new pole’s height. Next, the new 
pole must be fitted with bolts, cross 
arms, insulators, ground wires and 
arm braces – all of the necessary 
parts for delivering safe and reliable 
electricity. Then, crews safely detach 
the power lines from the old pole. 
The new pole is then raised and 
guided carefully into position, and 
the lines are attached, leaving the 
new pole to do its job. 
 So, the next time you come across 
a Spoon River Electric crew replac-
ing a pole, use caution and know 
that this process ensures a more  
reliable electric system for you,  
our members. 

> The neutral wire acts as a 
line back to the substation 
and is tied to ground, 
balancing the electricity on 
the system. 

>> Co-ops are responsible 
for keeping vegetation 
around poles trimmed  to 
avoid interference with 
the electric system.

> A head-high “birthmark” 
shows the size of the pole, as 
well as where and when it 
was made.

> 40-foot poles 
are sunk six feet 
into the ground. 

> Insulators (made 
of porcelain or a 
composite) prevent 
energized wires from 
contacting each other 
or the pole. 

>>This illustration shows basic equipment found on electric power distribution poles. Not all poles have 
all this equipment on them. They vary according to location and the service they provide.

>>What’s on that pole?

> Transformers convert higher 
voltage electricity from primary 
wires to lower voltage for use 
by consumers.

> Guy wires help 
stabilize poles. They 
also are connected to 
the pole’s ground wire. 

> Primary wires 
run on top. Each 
usually carries 
7,200 volts of 
electricity from a 
substation.

> A crossarm holds 
power lines, allow -
ing required clear -
ances between lines.

> Surge arrestors 
protect the transformer 
from lightning strikes .

> A secondary service drop carries 
120/240-volts of electricity to the end 
user. It has two “hot” wires from the 
transformer, and a bare neutral wire 
connected to the ground wire on the 
pole. 

Illustration by Erin Binkley

Why electric co-ops replace utility poles

We put up the poles, connect miles of wire and flip a few switches 
of our own, all to make sure your life is always powered. Learn more 
about the power of your co-op membership at TogetherWeSave.com.

YOUR ELECTRICITY
ISN’T SOMETHING
WE TAKE LIGHTLY.


