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President's Report The power of American 
independence
Celebrating July 4th and declaring our energy independence

 Fireworks and flags. Cookouts and 
cold drinks. The Fourth of July is a 
festive day on which we celebrate 
our nation’s independence with fam-
ily and friends. Typically, this is not 
a day of quiet reflection. While we 
spend a lot of energy having fun, if we 
give any thought about our forbearers 
and their determined efforts to bring 
about our nation’s independence, it’s 
fleeting.
 An independent spirit is a part of 
our DNA
 However, it is worth reflecting 
that this uniquely American spirit 
of independence remains part of 
our collective DNA more than 200 
years after the independent nation 
of the United States was formed and 
the Declaration of Independence 
was crafted. And this sense of inde-
pendence has served us well. For 
example, more than 70 years ago, an 

independent streak inspired groups of 
farmers across America’s countryside 
to band together and improve their 
quality of life. Aside from President 
Franklin Roosevelt’s promise of fed-
eral aid in the form of low-interest 
loans and engineering expertise, rural 
Americans had little help in bring-
ing electricity to their homes. So, they 
did it themselves by pulling together 
and working cooperatively – a shining 
example of American determination 
and ingenuity.
 For the past 40-plus years, nearly 
every president since Richard Nixon, 
during the time of the Arab oil 
embargo, has talked about the goal of 
U.S. energy independence – reducing 
our reliance on imported oil and other 
forms of foreign energy. Today, while 
we still have a ways to go, we are 
closer to that goal than ever before.
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By the Numbers
Miles of line energized: 1,255

Number of members served: 4,808
Number of power poles  

in territory: 29,255

 We are exporting more gas and 
importing less foreign fuel than in 
recent memory. American ingenu-
ity in the form of new technol-
ogy and innovation is opening 
up more options and spurring 
greater efficiency across all forms of 
energy.  According to the Energy 
Information Agency, energy expen-
ditures as a share of gross domestic 
product (GDP) are forecast at 6.2 
percent in 2015, their lowest level 
since 2002, reflecting both lower 
oil prices and ongoing increases in 
energy efficiency. 
The road to energy independence
 Consumers have an important 
role to play in the road to energy 
independence. They don’t have to 
wait for Democrats and Republicans 
to agree or environmentalists and 
fossil fuel advocates to reach con-
sensus on a path to energy indepen-
dence. Consumers can play a part in 
moving us toward national energy 
independence by taking action in 
simple, practical ways – insulat-
ing and caulking around windows, 
doors and electrical outlets; washing 
clothes in cold water instead of hot; 
replacing air filters; installing a pro-
grammable thermostat; and using 
more energy efficient appliances and 
home heating and cooling systems. 
Efficiency efforts can cut costs for 
individual households, but the col-
lective benefit to our country is even 
greater.

If we all work together to achieve 
increased energy efficiency and 
reduce our overall energy con-
sumption, we can make even more 
progress on our road toward energy 
independence. At Spoon River 
Electric, we want to be a resource 
for you in this effort. We can pro-
vide energy-saving tips tailored for 
your unique household needs.
Electric co-ops provide renewable 
energy resources
 In addition, Spoon River 
Electric, along with other electric 
co-ops across the country, have 
been actively engaged in promot-
ing renewable energy resources like 
wind, solar, hydropower and biomass 
(including landfill gas, livestock 
waste, timber byproducts and crop 
residue). Today, nearly 95 percent 
of the nation’s 900-plus electric co-
ops provide electricity produced 
by renewable sources, all playing a 
key role in powering rural America 
while fostering our nation’s energy 
independence.  
 Recent advances in technology 
are transforming how we make and 
move electricity, and over time, these 
changes will greatly improve not 
only the efficiency but the reliability 
of electric power. So this Fourth of 
July, as you gaze up at the fireworks 
lighting up the night sky, reflect on 
the enduring spirit of independence 
that is integral to our American 
character.
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Energy Efficiency 
Tip of the Month

By cleaning your 
air conditioner’s 
air ducts, you can 
lower your energy 
consumption by 
between 5 and 15 
percent.

Source: energy.gov
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Invest in efficiency and watch your 
savings grow
 It is the middle of the summer, 
temperatures are rising and so are 
your electric bills. It might be time 
to make a big investment, an invest-
ment in energy efficiency. 
Making your home more energy 
efficient is still one of the saf-
est investments you can make. Try 
employing these energy saving mea-
sures to collect major returns on 
your investments:

�Install a programmable thermostat
 
�Install a hot water heater“blanket”

�Change your shower heads 

�Upgrade appliances like your     
    clothes washer or your refrigerator

�Replace old windows with energy    
    efficient ones

�Install water efficient toilets   

 Making all of these changes 
at once could be difficult – if not 
impossible – but investing in 
just one of these measures can 
yield a significant return on your 
investment. 
 For example, installing a new, 
energy efficient clothes washer can 
yield around a 24 percent return 
on investment. Do your research, 

and make sure you are purchasing 
the right size appliances. A small, 
energy efficient washer will save you 
money, but if you have a larger fam-
ily, having to do multiple loads could 
negate your energy savings.
 Multiple energy efficient upgrades 
will help you save no matter where 
you live or what time of year it is, 
but upgrading to efficient home 
cooling systems will help lower 
energy costs significantly during the 
hotter months of the year. 
 Six percent of American energy 
consumption goes toward space 
cooling and it costs $11 billion per 
year for homeowners to power their 
air conditioners. You can reduce 
your energy use by 20 to 50 per-
cent when you upgrade to energy 
efficient home cooling unit. One 
option is to install a split unit air 
conditioner and heating unit –they 
can be more expensive, but they are 
highly efficient, especially in homes 
without ductwork. Another option 
is to invest in an ENERGY STAR 
approved air conditioning unit, 
which can be 15 percent more effi-
cient than a standard unit.
 If buying a new cooling unit isn’t 
in the cards for you this summer, 
no need to worry! Replacing appli-
ances isn’t the only way to lower 

energy costs, one of the most impor-
tant energy efficient improvements 
to make during the hot summer 
months is air sealing and insulating. 
By adding insulation in attics, floors 
over crawl spaces and accessible 
basement rim joints, you can reduce 
your heating and cooling costs by an 
average of 15 percent (and it could 
lower your overall energy costs by an 
average of 11 percent!). 
 You can also lower your air con-
ditioners energy consumption by 
between 5 and 15 percent by clean-
ing your air ducts. You can install 
energy efficient window treatments, 
which can reduce energy costs by 
around 10 percent. Or, you can sim-
ply turn on a ceiling fan, which will 
allow you to raise your thermostat 
temperature by four degrees, with-
out impacting your comfort.   
 Investing in any of these energy 
efficient improvements will keep 
you cool in the summer, warm in 
the winter and will make significant 
changes to your energy bills. So do 
yourself, and your wallet, a favor 
and invest in a more energy efficient 
home! 

Office Closing
Our office will be 

closed  
on Friday, July 3rd 
in observance of 

Independence Day.
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2015 Fulton County Fair 
Grandstand Schedule
Monday, July 20
Comedian - Between Queen Contest
Queen Contest, 7 p.m. - $5

Tuesday, July 21
Harness Races, 5 p.m. - Free
Illinois Winery’s - Wine Tasting, 3 p.m.-?
Beer Tent • 8 p.m. - Karaoke with Ted Martin

Wednesday, July 22
Motocross Races, - Grandstand $6, Pit Pass $10
Gates Open • 12 p.m., Practice • 1-4:30 p.m., Entry Fee $15
Sign-up • 5 p.m., Practice • 6 p.m.,
Races Start, 7 p.m. Entry Fee $25-$30
Beer Tent • 8 p.m. - Karaoke with Lisa Parry

Thursday, July 23
Kids Day, Rides 1 - 4 p.m. - Armbands $12
Livestock Auction, 3 p.m.
Candy Scramble, 5:30 p.m.• Scrambles, 6:30 p.m. •
Draft Horse Show - Grandstand $4
Beer Tent • 8 p.m. - Karaoke with Ted Martin

Friday, July 24
Kids Tractor Pull, 2:30 p.m.
Kids Rides Friday Evening, 6 - 11 p.m. - Armbands $15
Tractor & 4x4 Truck Pulls, 6 p.m. - Grandstand $6 • Pit Pass $10
Garden Tractor Pulls, 6 p.m. - Grandstand
Beer Tent • 8 p.m. – Erich Thompson & The Stone Cold Cowboys

Saturday, July 25
Pork Cook-Off Contest, Judging at 11 a.m.
Demo Derby, 6:30 p.m. - $6 • Pit Pass $10
Buddy Day - Buy a Ticket and Your Buddy Rides FREE - 1 to 4 p.m.
Beer Tent • 8 p.m. - Sextion

CARNIVAL - BODEN AMUSEMENTS
Rides begin each night @ 6 p.m. - 1 p.m. on Saturday
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