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President's Report Illinois electric cooperative 
announces utility scale solar project
 Prairie Power, Inc., an electric generation 
and transmission cooperative headquartered 
in Springfield, Ill., has announced plans to 
build, own and operate two 500 kW solar 
electric production facilities. When com-
pleted the two solar farms will produce 
enough electricity to supply 1,500 families 
every day.
 “Our consumers own us,” said Prairie 
Power’s President and CEO Jay Bartlett. 
“These consumer members are best served 
by us having a diverse electricity resource 
supply portfolio. Our consumer members 
have expressed an interest in renewable 
resources such as wind and solar generation. 
We are working to fulfill their desire.”
 Prairie Power, Inc. is the supplier of bulk 
electricity supply and electric highline 
transmission services to 10 member-owned 
electric distribution cooperatives in central 
Illinois. Prairie Power, Inc. already owns 
wind generation at a facility located just 
east of Paxton, Ill. Electric cooperatives in 

Illinois are self-governed, member-owned 
enterprises with the member-owners sit-
ting on each board of directors of the 
cooperatives.
 One of the solar farms will be built near 
Shelby Electric Cooperative headquartered 
in Shelbyville, Ill. President and CEO Jim 
Coleman said, “We hear directly the desires 
of our members because they govern us 
and speak to us through our board of direc-
tors. That’s exactly why this solar genera-
tion project is being done.” Shelby Electric 
provides electricity distribution service to 
nearly 10,000 members.
 The other 500 kW solar electricity facil-
ity will be located near Canton, Ill. where 
Spoon River Electric Cooperative provides 
electricity distribution service to nearly 
5,000 members. Spoon River Electric 
President and CEO Bill Dodds said, 
“Anyone wanting to take a look at our solar 

Prairie Power, Inc., a generation and transmission cooperative headquar-
tered in Springfield, Ill., plans to begin building solar farms in Illinois 
sometime later this summer. The project will include two 500 kW solar 
installations similar to this one built by one of its distribution cooperative 
owners Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative in Winchester, Ill.

Continued on 16b 
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Credits continued from 16a

Youth Day
 Students from across Illinois met 
with their legislative representa-
tives during the Illinois Electric 
and Telephone Cooperatives Youth 
Day on Wednesday, March 25th in 
Springfield. More than 250 students 
from around Illinois had an oppor-
tunity to visit the State Capitol, 
view state government in action 
and question their legislators on key 
issues.
 While touring the Captiol com-
plex students were invited into the 
office of Secretary of State Jesse 
White and giving the chance to 
meet David Nance an Abraham 
Lincoln Presenter.
 During lunch, Lieutenant 
Governor Evelyn Sanguinetti 
addressed students and chaper-
ones and challenged them to take 
an interest in the political process 
and encouraged them to talk to 
their state senators and representa-
tives about issues that interest them. 
While in Springfield, the students 

also visited the Old State Capitol, 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Museum.
 Youth Day is designed to intro-
duce young rural leaders to state 
government. There were 26 co-ops 
from across the state represented at 
the event. 

electricity generation facilities is 
welcome to contact us. We believe 
these solar facilities will be a fine 
addition to the Prairie Power, Inc. 
power supply portfolio.” 
 Construction will conclude later 
this summer. After that all of the 
nearly 80,000 consumer mem-
bers of the 10 Prairie Power, Inc. 
member cooperatives will be able 
to sign up to purchase electricity 
directly from these solar projects. 
There will also be a website where 
anyone can go to see how much 
electricity these solar and wind 
generation projects are producing. 
Visit the Prairie Power, Inc. web-
site at www.ppi.coop
 In addition to Shelby Electric 
Cooperative and Spoon River 
Electric Cooperative, Prairie 
Power, Inc. provides wholesale 

electricity to Adams Electric 
Cooperative, Camp Point; Coles-
Moultrie Electric Cooperative, 
Mattoon; Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative, Paxton; Illinois 
Rural Electric Cooperative, 
Winchester; Jo-Carroll Energy, 
Elizabeth; McDonough Power 
Cooperative, Macomb; Menard 
Electric Cooperative, Petersburg; 
and Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop., Carthage.
 Prairie Power, Inc. is a mem-
ber of Touchstone Energy — an 
alliance of 750 local, consumer-
owned electric utilities around the 
country. The co-op is committed 
to providing superior service based 
on four core principles: integrity, 
accountability, innovation and 
commitment to community and 
the environment.

Spoon River Electric Cooperative 
Students, Jacob Williams, Jared 
Lascelles, and Erin Lascelles got 
a chance to meet and speak with 
Senators John Sullivan and David 
Koehler and Representatives Michael 
Unes and Don Moffitt. 
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Spoon River Electric 
Cooperative –  

By the Numbers
Miles of line energized: 1,255

Number of members served: 4,808
Number of power poles  

in territory: 29,255



2015 Art on Main Fine Arts Festival - Canton

 Canton Main Street will host the 
third annual Art on Main Fine Arts 
Festival on June 6-7, in Jones Park 
in downtown Canton. Canton Main 
Street is part of the national Main 
Street Program, started 35 years 
ago. “The Main Street movement 
has transformed the way communi-
ties think about the revitalization of 
their historic downtowns and neigh-
borhood commercial districts and 
helped put the preservation back in 

the community revitalization.
 When we talk about Main Street 
we are talking about real places 
doing real work to revitalize their 
communities and preserve their 
character. Specifically, Main Street is 
three things; A proven strategy for 
revitalization, a powerful network of 
linked communities, and a national 
support program.
 During the two-day celebration 
citizens from throughout the area 

will be able to view and purchase 
works of art created by over thirty 
artists. Several food vendors will 
provide offerings from local res-
taurants, wine will be tasted from 
Kickapoo Winery, and music will 
flow provided by six different musi-
cal groups.

Come to the Art Fair! 
Have fun and visit with 
old and new friends!

Spoon River Electric Cooperative’s  
Annual Meeting of Members is  

June 18, 2015.
Dinner and registration are from 5 p.m. – 6:30 p.m., and 

the business meeting begins at 6:30 p.m.

We’ll have prizes and entertainment.

Mark your 

calendar!
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ATTENTION 2014-2015 
SENIORS!

Spoon River Electric Cooperative is Awarding Three $500 Scholarships  
to High School Seniors

 High school students who are seniors during the 2014-2015 school year, and are the son or daughter of a Spoon River Electric member 
are eligible to apply for a $500 Scholastic Scholarship, a $500 Honorary Scholarship, and the $500 Scott Parrish Memorial Scholarship, which 
will be awarded at this year’s Annual Meeting on June 18, 2015.
 Please fill out the form at the bottom of the page and return it to the Cooperative to participate. Applications must be turned in by Friday, 
June 5, 2015 to be considered. Please see official rules and descriptions of scholarships below.

OFFICIAL RULES
 �Applying students and their parent/legal guardian must be present at the Annual Meeting June 18, 2015, to win.
 �Students must be a son or daughter of a Spoon River Electric Cooperative Member.
 �Students must be a high school senior during the 2014-2015 school year and begin college undergraduate studies in the 2015-2016 school 

year. -Students must plan on attending a two-year or four-year accredited college or university, including vocational/technical schools.
 �Scholarship winners must be full-time students (at least 12 hours) during the 2015-2016 academic year.
 �Scholarships are for one year and are non-renewable.
 �Past Spoon River Electric Cooperative scholarship winners are not eligible to receive another one.

SCHOLASTIC AND SCOTT PARRISH MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS
 �The Scholastic and Scott Parrish Memorial Scholarships will be awarded based on an application detailing GPA, college entrance test 

scores, work and volunteer experience, participation in school and community activities, and a biographical statement.
 �Semi-finalists will be notified by mail with a time and place for a personal interview.
 �Those not chosen as semi-finalists for the Scholastic and Parrish Scholarships will be automatically placed in the Honorary Scholarship 

drawing.

HONORARY SCHOLARSHIP
 �The Honorary Scholarship will be awarded by a drawing as students are recognized at the Annual Meeting.
 �All applicants are eligible for the Honorary Scholarship drawing except the Scholastic and Parrish Scholarship winners.

Name of Student __________________________________________

Address of Student ________________________________________

Name of Parent/Guardian __________________________________

Telephone Number ________________________________________

Scholarship Applying For:  Scholastic* _______ Honorary _______

Scholarship Participation 
Request

Return To: Taryn Martin
Spoon River Electric Cooperative 

PO Box 340
Canton, IL 61520

647-2700

*Those applying for the Scholastic Scholarship will receive an additional form in the mail regarding scholastic achievement.
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