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Changing of the guard

True Cooperative Leader Ready To Make His Mark

Josh Shallenberger, current President/CEO of Shelby Electric 
Cooperative (SEC), started his new role at the cooperative on 
May 23, 2015. The SEC board announced their unanimous 
decision to hire Shallenberger in mid-May. Shallenberger has 
worked for SEC a combined 11 years, has a strong financial 
background and is now ready to make his mark.

James Coleman, past President/CEO of Shelby Electric 
Cooperative (SEC), accepted the General Manager’s position 
at Jackson Electric Cooperative in Texas. Coleman was 
President/CEO at SEC for 26 years before moving to Texas 
at the end of May. He is a true cooperative leader and will 
be missed.

There is an old saying that 
goes something like this, “it is 

better to look forward than to look 
backwards.” While this might be true 
in most instances, as things change 
with a new leader at the helm at 
Shelby Electric Cooperative (SEC), it 
is important to look back at how this 
cooperative became one that is not 
only highly regarded in the state but 
also across the country.
 In the cooperative’s 77-year history 
of providing electric power to its 
member-owners, there have been 
only four leaders that have held the 
president’s position before the hiring 
of Josh Shallenberger. Lester Boys 
was the first to run the cooperative, 
followed by W.L. “Lefty” Walker and 
then Bill LaCrone. James Coleman 
was the fourth to lead the cooperative 

when he accepted the position of 
President/CEO in January 1989 after 
10 years with Clay Electric located 
in Flora, Illinois. As with each before 
him, Coleman had his share of 
challenges as he took the helm.
 “The first thing I did was talk to the 
board. Kenneth “Fuzz” Kensil was the 
first director who asked me ‘is there 
anything that we need?’ I answered 
that I didn’t really know where to 
start. Fuzz and the rest of the SEC 
Board knew that the system was in 
bad shape and the equipment was 
outdated and no good,” said Coleman. 
“At that point in time, we began 
making plans to start rebuilding the 
system to make it more reliable and 
bring in needed equipment so the 
guys could work more efficiently and 
most important, safely.”

 Not only did the cooperative 
improve on the system’s reliability 
under the direction of Coleman and 
the SEC board, they also brought to 
the rural areas DirecTV, rural water, 
LP gas services and the Internet. “My 
goal at SEC was to provide services to 
the membership that people in towns 
were getting. We always used member 
surveys to see what our members were 
wanting us to provide,” he replied.
 Among the many accomplishments 
the cooperative had during the 26 
years under Coleman, he felt the 
DirecTV program was by far the best 
financial move. 
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It produced millions of dollars 
in revenue that did not have to 
come from the membership and 
it subsidized residential electric 
rates for over a decade. “One of 
my proudest moments at SEC 
was having the highest customer 
satisfaction rating of any utility 
in the state, and that can be 
attributed to having quality staff and 
employees who know our number 
one concern is the member-owners 
of the cooperative,” said Coleman. “I 
will miss many of the employees at 
SEC, but I’m also looking forward 
to new challenges and meeting 
new people at Jackson Electric 
Cooperative,” added Coleman.
 Not only did SEC become one 
of the top cooperatives in the state 
under Coleman, his leadership on 
the National level brought him and 
SEC national recognition as well. 
 As we look backward, we can feel 
proud of how this cooperative has 
grown from the first time the lights 
came on in rural Christian, Macon 
and Shelby Counties back in 1939 
to where the cooperative is 77 years 
later. Looking forward with the fifth 
leader in place at SEC, President/
CEO Josh Shallenberger, the 
cooperative will continue to meet 
its members needs and its primary 

function of providing safe, reliable 
and affordable electricity.
 “The cooperative’s board is very 
fortunate to have been able to offer 
Josh Shallenberger this position as 
he comes very qualified in not only 
having knowledge in cooperative 
utility business and how it works, 
but also with his strong financial 
background,” said Board Chairman 
John Scott.  
 Shallenberger started at the 
cooperative in 1992 after graduating 
from Southern Illinois University 
at Carbondale with a Bachelors 
Degree in Finance. When he left in 
1995, to pursue a career in finance, 
he was a Class A Groundman. 
He returned to SEC in 2007 as 
Vice President of Finance, then 
was promoted to Chief Operating 
Officer and most recently named 
President/CEO of the cooperative.
 “It is with excitement and 
gratitude that I assume this role 
and I’m well prepared to meet the 
challenges as our industry is in 
dynamic times. The SEC board 
of directors has provided me 
its complete vote of confidence 
and for that I am grateful,” said 
Shallenberger. “I’ve worked closely 
with Jim and the board of directors 
over the past eight years. The 

cooperative has been supportive of 
employees seeking opportunities for 
becoming better at their jobs and 
encourages professional growth, 
and I have taken advantage of those 
training opportunities.
 “Because we operate a service 
business – the delivery of electricity 
to our members, – our employees 
are our biggest asset, hands-down. 
Speaking purely from a financial 
perspective, the biggest asset of the 
cooperative is the utility plant. It 
will be vitally important moving 
forward, as it has in the past, to 
continually reassess and mitigate the 
risk associated with the evolution 
of the business – especially on the 
technological and regulatory fronts. 
Both of these areas, the people side 
and the hardware side, will continue 
to require investment to enable the 
Cooperative to fulfill its primary 
objective of delivering safe, reliable 
electricity to our members.”
Substantial investments have been 
made over the past 10 years to 
ensure work efficiency, long-term 
system reliability and financial 
stability. With Shallenberger at the 
helm and a dedicated employee 
base, SEC is well positioned for the 
future.  

Energy Efficiency 
Tip of the Month

By cleaning your 
air conditioner’s 
air ducts, you can 
lower your energy 
consumption 
between 5 and 15 
percent.

Source: energy.gov
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Shelby Electric Cooperative offices 
will be closed on Friday, July 3rd in 
observance of Independence Day.

Cooperative line personnel 
work daily on upgrades to our 

system, performing maintenance, 
new construction and outage 
restoration. They have to be ready 
24/7, as Mother Nature doesn’t wait 
for normal business hours to wreak 
havoc on our system. Not only do 
our guys do a great job restoring 
power and maintaining our system, 
they do it safely.  
 Our linemen participate 
throughout the year in safety 
meetings as well as continuing 
education on safety procedures. 
Over the past couple of months 
some of the linemen have attended 
Transformer and Meter Schools, 
Safety Accreditation Onsite 
Training and Supervisory Roles in 
Managing Changes courses. Each 
year the line crews do refresher 
courses on CPR and First Aid. One 
specific training that is done here at 
the cooperative office is Pole-Top 
Rescue training. The linemen learn 
techniques to lower a colleague 
down from a pole in the event of an 
electrical contact injury.
 “Working on and around high 
voltage lines, you never want to 
have to use this training but in an 
electrical accident time is critical 
and getting the person down to the 
ground is the first step in helping 
him out for when emergency 
personnel show up,” said Manager 
of Operations Terry Oldham. This 
training is put on by the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperative’s 
(AIEC) Safety Department.
 Not only do cooperative linemen 

have to work on the poles and 
lines, many of them also assist 
forestry crews with right-of-way 
clearing and maintenance. The 
AIEC recently held a Lineman’s 
Forestry School on the Eagle Creek 
Resort grounds with classroom 
training held at Shelby Electric 
Cooperative. This weeklong training 
is designed to accommodate both 
experienced and inexperienced 
outside employees and helps them 
become more proficient in the field 
of line clearance and right-of-way 
management. 
 There are always changes to the 
industry norms and the classroom 
training allows time to discuss the 
newest OSHA regulations. The field 
demonstrations and exercises give 
hands-on learning to work in the 
safest and most efficient way. 
 “This training is not only excellent 
for those who primarily take care 
of right-of-way management, it is a 
good refresher for any line personnel 
that are exposed to trees and power 
lines on ways to safely handle 
this combination during weather 
related outages,” said Forestry Line 
Foreman Kevin Carlen.
 These are just a few examples of 
the many ways your cooperative’s 
line crews stay current on safety 
procedures and new laws that affect 
their job of keeping the lights on for 
the cooperative’s member-owners.

Safety first

Line personnel from electric cooperatives 
across the state took part in the Lineman’s 
Forestry School recently held on the grounds 
of Eagle Creek Resort in Findlay, Illinois.

Shelby Electric Cooperative linemen 
participate annually in Pole-Top Rescue 
training.
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Summer is in full swing, and 
there’s no better time to have fun 

and be safe. Here are a few energy 
safety tips for this summer.

Playing Catch is a summer past 
time and it does not have to be 
just a baseball or softball. Frisbees 
and other items are used to enjoy 
the summer fun but be careful 
around substations and other utility 
equipment. If your ball or Frisbee 
lands on the other side of the fence, 
stay out and contact the utility 
whose name is on the fence. Losing 
a ball is much better than losing a 
limb or your life.

Flying Kites is easy fun on a windy 
day, but be careful to stay away 
from power lines. Traditional kite 
string can conduct electricity if it 
comes in contact with a live power 
line. So remember to keep an eye 

on your kite at all times and fly it in 
an open space free of power lines 
and we will leave the kite string 
experiments to Benjamin Franklin.

Swimming is one of the coolest 
activities in the summer, literally! 
It is easy to jump in a cool lake 
or river, but be cautious for any 

crossing or buried power lines. 
If you see any signs for nearby 
voltage in a lake or river, it is best 
to just go to the community pool. 
When cleaning your pool with a 
skimmer or other device look up 
and make sure you are clear of any 
power lines.

Summer Storms can be 
fascinating to watch, but can 
also be very dangerous. When 
lightning is present, stay away 
from lakes, pools, trees and 
playgrounds, and if you see any 
fallen power lines or trees near 
power lines, stay away and contact 
your cooperative immediately.

Next to HVAC systems, 
appliances can be some of the 

largest energy users in the home. 
Appliances can also add to the 
cooling load in a home, especially in 
the kitchen. For example, using your 
stove during the hottest hours of the 
day will make your HVAC system 
work harder to cool the home. Here 
are a few more examples and tips to 
cool off in the kitchen:

� Dishwasher - A dishwasher can  
save energy compared to washing  
dishes by hand. This is true when 
the dishwasher runs fully loaded 
with dishes. To help save on energy 
costs, choose the air-dry setting 
instead of the heat-dry option.

� Electric Stove - The stove can 
dramatically increase the warmth in 
your home, especially in the kitchen. 
One remedy is to grill outside when 

available to keep the heat out of the 
home. Also make sure your stovetop 
is clean to make the burners more 
efficient.

� Refrigerator - The refrigerator is 
one appliance that must continually 
work making the smallest leak turn 
into a big one. Make sure your seals 
are tight and that the door shuts 
completely. One trick is to use a 
dollar bill. Insert the bill at the seal 
and close the door. If the dollar can 
be pulled out easily, the door seals 
are not airtight. When replacing any 
appliances look for the ENERGY 
STAR certification to ensure better 
efficiency.

� Lighting - Traditional lightbulbs 
emit a lot of heat. Switching to 
cooler energy saving bulbs like 
LEDs and CFLs can cut your 
lighting costs and heat by 75%.

Cool off in the Kitchen

Summer fun - keep it safe 


