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Cooperative announces no rate increase
Shelby Electric Cooperative 

(SEC) management and board 
are pleased to announce there will 
not be a need for any rate adjust-
ments this year. Prairie Power, Inc. 
(PPI), your cooperative’s power sup-
plier, did have a rate increase to its 
ten electric distribution cooperative 
members but SEC chose not to pass 
that increase onto its members.
 “Strong electric sales and growth 
provided the cooperative with 
good margins so we were able to 
absorb the PPI rate increase,” said 
cooperative President/CEO James 

Coleman. “With the continued 
uncertainty in the regulatory and 
legislative landscape we are doing 
everything in our power to continue 
to keep our rates stable and provide 
our members with the reliable elec-
tric power they need at an affordable 
price,” added Coleman.
 One bright spot has been the 
increased production of electric-
ity out of the Prairie State Energy 
Campus (PSEC) located in Marissa, 
Illinois. The power plant had record 
setting power production, which met 
and surpassed budgeted goals. The 

plant design incorporates state-of-
the-art emissions control technolo-
gies that make it one of the cleanest 
coal-fueled power plants in the 
country. The PSEC plant consists of 
two supercritical units with an out-
put capacity of 800 megawatts each 
(800 megawatts is enough electricity 
to light 35 million, 23 watt, CFL 
light bulbs at the same time) and 
has an adjacent coal mine. PSEC is 
just one component of PPI’s energy 
portfolio, which plays a major role 
in long-term rate stability for our 
cooperative and for you.

Prairie State Energy Campus is a 1,600 megawatt base load, coal-fired, electrical power station and coal mine near 
Marissa, Illinois southeast of St. Louis, Missouri.  This plant produces enough electricity for 2,500,000 families every 
day.
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Co-op receives Certificate of Safety 
Achievement
Shelby Electric Cooperative 

received the Certificate 
of Safety Achievement at 
the Rural Electric Safety 
Achievement Program 
(RESAP) Roundtable, held 
in Bloomington on February 
11th. RESAP is a service of 
the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association and 
promotes the highest standards 
of safety among electric coop-
eratives. The Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
(AIEC) fully supports RESAP, 
and works with Illinois elec-
tric cooperative members in 
their dedication to employee 
and public safety. Twenty-four 
Illinois cooperatives currently 
participate in RESAP. 
 The program is based on 
two fundamental guiding 
principles. The first principle 
is a commitment to safety at 
all levels of the cooperative. Leaders 
accept responsibility for a culture 

that drives safety performance. The 
second is that leaders and employees 
take ownership of the systems and 

processes that create a safe working 
environment.

Sign up during the month of April and  
PWR-net will waive the $99 installation fee!

• fee based on basic installation 
• some restrictions may apply

Use promo code 4310

Tax Freedom Month Special

Affordable Wireless Broadband Internet
877-994-2323 or 217-774-2323

or e-mail subscriberinterest@pwr-net.coop

Get Faster Get Faster 
withwith  

Shown (L-R) are: Duane Noland, AIEC President/CEO; Diane Bunton, Shelby 
Electric Benefits Administrator/HR; Brad Wright, Shelby Electric Lineman; and 
Steve Davis, AIEC Manager of Regulatory Compliance.



Illinois Country Living • April 2015 • 16c

Home energy evaluation FAQ
 At Shelby Electric we place a high 
value on putting information into our 
member’s hands. When a member is 
focused on gathering information about 
their energy consumption and ways to 
cut back or improve their home with 
energy efficient projects, we turn to a 
professional energy evaluation. The 
following is a list of frequently asked 
questions regarding energy evaluations 
and their answers. Call us today to 
schedule an energy assessment for your 
home and start managing your energy 
costs. 

Does Shelby Electric offer an 
energy auditing program?
 YES. At Shelby Electric, we offer 
an Energy Evaluation Program 
which offers several opportuni-
ties depending on your needs. 
Evaluations focus on ALL forms of 
energy used including natural gas/
propane and electricity. 

1) We start with a FREE basic-
walk-through assessment of 
the home. This takes about an 
hour to perform.

2) In addition to the walk-
through assessment, a blower-
door test and infrared imaging 
can be performed for $50. This 
process can take up to two 
additional hours. 

 We offer a variety of services 
beyond this scope for specific proj-
ects calculating pay-back for homes 
and businesses. Interested parties 
should call the cooperative directly 
to discuss in further detail. 

What can an Energy Evaluation 
do for my home?  
 An energy evaluation addresses 
four things in this order:

1) Safety – The safety of your 
home is of utmost importance. 

2) Durability – Assessing for 
construction issues such as 
moisture helps your home last 

longer and prevent mold and 
mildew. 

3) Comfort – We want to ensure 
your home is as comfortable as 
it can be, so we look for solu-
tions to drafts and cold spots.

4) Planning – We will sit down 
with you and assess all issues 
found in the home, listing 
them in the most necessary 
and cost-effective order. We 
will discuss options for do-
it-yourself projects vs. hiring 
a certified contractor and can 
refer you to a 
listing of con-
tractors who 
hold the same 
certifications 
as our energy 
advisor.

Who can receive 
an energy 
evaluation?

1) Home must 
be served by 
Shelby Electric 
Cooperative.

2) Homeowner 
MUST be 
present at the 
time of the 
audit (Rental 
audits are 
ONLY avail-
able if agreed 
upon by the 
homeowner).

Are your “experts” 
certified?
 YES. Our Energy 
Advisor is certi-
fied by the Building 
Performance Institute 
and holds certificates 
in both “building 
envelope profes-
sional” and “building 
analyst”. 

How do I get started?
 Call the cooperative at 1-800-
677-2612 and speak with the 
Member Services Representative. 
We will gather information about 
your home and create a service 
order. Our Energy Advisor will be 
in touch with you directly to set up 
a time that works best for both of 
your schedules. Appointments are 
made Monday through Friday, 7:30 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

A blower door test, as seen here, is set up inside the 
main door frame and is used to help find air leaks in 
the home.
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Longtime Lineman Larry Endsley retires  
from cooperative 
“What do you want to be when 

you grow up,” is often asked 
of young children. You will normally 
hear a fireman, a policeman or maybe 
a professional athlete, sometimes even 
a teacher or astronaut. How about a 
lineman?
 Larry Endsley may not have always 
set out to be a lineman but when he 
was older and moved to Shelby County 
he knew he wanted to be a lineman for 
Shelby Electric Cooperative.
 Born and raised in Champaign 
County, Larry started working when 
he was eight years old delivering 
newspapers.
 “I’ve always wanted to stay busy 
and I love hands on work,” said Larry 
Endsley. “As long as I can remember I 
was always doing something.” 
 For someone who always liked to 
stay busy, he definitely started at the 
cooperative at an interesting time. He 
was hired when the cooperative was 
busy with repairs following the big ice 
storm of 1978.
 “I was hired part-time back in April 
1978 and helped the guys with some 
of the repair work following one of 
the biggest ice storms to hit the area 
over the course of my career,” recalls 
Endsley. “The devastation of the coop-
erative’s system is something I’ll never 
forget.”
 “I can recall a couple of other winter 
storms that affected our system but to 
me nothing compared to the March 
1978 ice storm,” said Endsley.
 Even though Endsley was hired a 
month after the storm, there was still 
repairs going on to the system well after 
the power was restored to the members.
 Larry worked for the cooperative 
out of the Shelbyville office from April 
1978 to October 1981. He was rehired 
back in February 1984 to work out of 
the Taylorville outpost. This time he 
was hired for the long haul. He recently 

retired after more than 30 years of ser-
vice working to keep the power on for 
the members. 
 He loved the hands on work of being 
a lineman and liked the variety of his 
daily tasks. “I liked fixing issues and it 
was always gratifying when you’re able 
to restore power to a member who was 
out,” said Endsley. 
 “There are a lot of good stories 
and fun with the guys over the years,” 
reflected Endsley. “This will be one of 
the things I’ll miss most in retirement 
and that is working with a great bunch 
of people over the course of my career 
at the coop. When you work for a place 
as long as I have you tend to view your 
co-workers as part of your family and 
I’ll miss that.”
 Larry and his wife Kathy have four 
grown children, twelve grandkids and 
one great grandson. “I’m sure we will 
find time to travel and I’ll enjoy being 
able to spend more time with my fam-
ily now that I’m retired,” said Endsley.
 Larry will be missed by his fellow 

employees at the cooperative but one 
thing we know for sure, he will always 
find something to keep him busy.

 Good luck and best wishes in 
your retirement Larry, from your 
family, friends and co-workers. 

Summer is right around 
the corner! Have you 
changed your home’s air 
filter? Filters get loaded 
with more and more 
particles as they do their 
job. This has the effect 
of making your furnace 
less efficient, increases 
resistance and reduces 
airflow. Remember to 
check your filters once a 
month.

Source: EnergySavers.gov

Lineman Larry Endsley recently 
retired after a long career with 
Shelby Electric Cooperative.


