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outhEastern Illinois
Electric Cooperative

is very proud to be one of
a number of businesses in
our area that remain locally
owned, locally governed
and locally operated for the
past 77 years in Southern
Ilinois. Our Cooperative
embraces improving the
quality of life in the com-
munities that it serves. Your
Cooperative remains com-
mitted to its communities
and the following is just a
few examples of how your electric coopera-
tive is striving to make a difference right
here in Southern Illinois.

Your Cooperative coordinates an
education grant program known as
the Touchstone Energy Classroom
Empowerment Grant. Your Cooperative
offers a total of $4,600 in grants to fund
innovative, unfunded projects or materials.
Qualifying projects are those that improve
the learning environment or increase edu-
cational resources for the school and the
students. Every year, your cooperative sends
grant applications to all of the schools in
the 10 county service area and assists school
administrators in applying for these grants.
For the 2014-2015 school year SEIEC
awarded Gallatin County Elementary
School, Hamilton County Jr./Sr. High
School, Longfellow Elementary School,
New Simpson Hill School and Washington
Elementary School with Touchstone
Energy Classroom Empowerment Grants.
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SouthEastern also invites all twenty three
area high schools to participate in a pro-
gram known as the “Youth To Washington
Tour”. Students are invited to complete an
application and forward the application to
SouthEastern for evaluation by staff person-
nel. The two best applicants are awarded the
opportunity to participate in a one day tour
of the State’s capital in Springfield, Illinois
and then on to a one week, expense paid
tour of our Nations capital in Washington
D.C.The two students elected attended
the tour of our State’s capital on March
25th and will be attending the “Youth To
Washington Tour” later this year.

SouthEastern is also participating in a
statewide scholarship fund known as the
Illinois Electric Cooperative Memorial
Scholarship Fund as a means of honoring
deceased members of the electric coopera-
tive family. Every year, your cooperative
sends information to all of the schools in
the 10 county service area with instructions

Continued on page 16d»

READERSHIP PRIZE WINNER:
Barbara Jackson, Simpson, IL
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Putting safety first this month
— and throughout the year

t's May — and SouthEastern

Illinois Electric Cooperative
is celebrating National Electrical
Safety Month. While safety for our
members is top priority year-round,
Electrical Safety Month is a time
to acknowledge the importance of
safety excellence.

'This year, we're focusing on elec-
trical safety in the home. Electricity
is the cause of over 140,000 fires
each year, resulting in more than
500 deaths, 4,000 injuries and 1.6
billion in property damage, accord-
ing to Electrical Safety Foundation
International (ESFI).

There are many measures you can
take to ensure the safety of your
loved ones. Use these helpful tips
from ESFI to safeguard your home.

In the kitchen

B Vacuum refrigerator coils
every three months to elimi-
nate dirt buildup that can
reduce efliciency and create
fire hazards.

B Ensure all countertop appli-
ances are located away from
the sink.

B All appliance cords should be

placed away from hot surfaces.

Pay particular attention to
cords around toasters, ovens
and ranges. Cords can be
damaged by excess heat.

B ‘The top and the area above
the cooking range should be
free of combustibles, such as
potholders and plastic uten-
sils. Storing these items on or
near the range may result in
fires or burns.

Light the way to safety
B The wattage of the bulbs
you use in your home should
match the wattage indi-
cated on the light fixture.
Overheated fixtures can lead

to a fire.

B Check lamp cords to make
sure they are in good con-
dition — not damaged or
cracked. Do not attempt to
repair damaged cords yourself.
Take any item with a dam-
aged power cord to an autho-
rized repair center.

B Extension cords should not
be used to provide power on a
long-term or permanent basis.
Have additional receptacles
installed by a professional to
provide power where needed.

Be prepared

B Nearly two-thirds of fire
deaths result from fires in
homes without working
smoke alarms. Smoke alarms
should be located on every
level of your home, inside
each bedroom and outside
each sleeping area.

B Test smoke alarms every
month. Batteries should be
replaced at least once a year —
or sooner if indicated in the
manufacturers’ instructions.
All smoke alarms should be
replaced at least every 10
years.

B Talk to your family about an
emergency plan in the event
of a fire in your home. If you
have small children, include
them in planning an emer-
gency escape route — they are
more likely to remember the
plan if they’re involved in cre-
ating it.

Electrical safety awareness
and education can save lives.
For more tips and informa-
tion about electrical safety,
visit use www.esfi.org.
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The office will be closed
on Monday, May 25th in
observance of the
Memorial Day Holiday.

Energy Efficiency

Ya

It might seem funny, but
ENERGY STAR® qualified
dishwashers actually use less
than half as much energy

as washing dishes by hand.
ENERGY STAR® dishwashers
get your dishes cleaner,
quicker and can save up to
5000 gallons of water a year.

Source: EnergyStar.gov

Find us on

Facebook

www.facebook.com/

SouthEasternlllinoisElectric




% not about the parades and picnics, and it’s not about the extra day you may

have off from work. It’s about the brave men and women who aren’t here to enjoy
those activities because they gave their lives for our freedom. Before you start

your fun Memorial Day activities, be sure to pause and remember their sacrifices.

From your Touchstone Energy Cooperatives

-

/ﬁ" SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative
’ Your Touchstone Energy® Partner 7(/’2(
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President's Comments continued from page 16a

on how students can apply for these scholarships. The
program will award ten scholarships in the amount of
$1,250 each. Five scholarships will be awarded to high
school seniors who are the sons or daughters of an
Illinois electric cooperative member receiving service
from the cooperative who are enrolling in an accredited
two-year or four-year college, university or vocational/
technical school in the United States. A sixth scholar-
ship, the Earl W. Struck Memorial Scholarship, will be
awarded to a student who is the son or daughter of an
Illinois electric cooperative director or employee. Three
additional scholarships will be awarded to a high school
senior who are the sons or daughters of Illinois electric
cooperative members, employees or directors who will
be enrolling full-time at a two-year Illinois community
college. The scholarship must be used for educational
costs, and the student must enter college within one year
from the time the scholarship is awarded. Scholarships
are awarded based upon grade point average, college

entrance test scores, work and volunteer experience,
participation in school and community activities, bio-
graphical statement and knowledge of cooperatives, as
demonstrated by a short essay. The tenth annual schol-
arship is known as the “LaVern and Nola McEntire
Lineworker’s Scholarship.” This scholarship will help
pay for costs to attend the lineworker’s school con-
ducted by the AIEC in conjunction with Lincoln Land
Community College, Springfield, IL. The tenth scholar-
ship will be awarded to relatives of co-op employees or
directors or individuals who have served or are serving
in the armed forces or National Guard.

These are just a few examples of how your electric
cooperative is striving to make a difference in the com-
munities it serves.

See you next month and as always, “We’ll keep the
lights on for you.”

POWER OUTAGE

Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your service

panels. If you have breakers, make sure they are in the
“ON” position.

If you have a meter pole, check the main breaker
panel just below the meter socket. If the breaker is in the
“OFF” position, check all of your wiring from the meter
pole to your various buildings. If the wiring appears to be
okay, reset the breaker to the “ON” position.

If you still do not have power, check with neighbors

to see if they have power.

To report a power failure or other emergency, please
phone 1-877-399-8405. This phone number is monitored
around the clock, 365 days per year to accept your outage
and emergency calls.

Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern’s
automated outage reporting system and will be identi-
fied automatically through ANI (Automatic Number
Identification). An outage record will then be generated

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions

for your location. Please note that the phone number from
which you place the call will be the number used to gener-
ate the record. If the system fails to recognize your phone
number, members having touch-tone phones may simply
enter their seven-digit phone number (without area code)
in order to report the outage. Members not having touch-
tone phones will be asked to leave a message. It is impor-
tant you leave your name, phone number and location of
the outage. Retrieving messages and entering them into
the system is time consuming; therefore, please leave only
a message that will help in restoration of electric service.
Do not remain on the line for an operator because a live
operator is not there to respond. In order to keep a current
listing of all numbers, it is important that you notify the
Cooperative of any changes in your telephone number.

m Handling outage calls electronically allows you to
report power failures very quickly. Once your outage has
been reported, it will be dispatched to repair personnel who
will restore your outage as soon as possible. Calling back
repeatedly will not shorten the length of the outage, but
may hinder the efforts of other members who are trying to
report outages.

OUTAGE(CALLS[ONLYA1-877-399-8405
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SouthEastern lllinois Electric Cooperative, Inc.
585 Highway 142 South * P.O. Box 251  Eldorado, Illinois 62930
618-273-2611 or 800-833-2611 * Office hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F
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