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More Power to You

ROCK ENERGY CARES DURING HOLIDAYS, 
ALL YEAR LONG 

(Continued on page 16b)

Yes, I want to make a holiday gift to 
Project Lift Up and receive three free CFLs!

(Choose only one option.)

❏ Round up my monthly energy bill to the
nearest whole dollar.

❏ Add $1 each month to my budget billing
plan.

❏ Add a monthly donation of $_______ to my energy
bill. (Please enter dollar amount.)

❏ Add a one-time donation of $_______ to my next
energy bill. (Please enter dollar amount; minimum of
$10 donation required for light bulb offer.)

❏ I already am enrolled in Project Lift Up but want
to add a one-time donation of $_______ to my next
energy bill. (Please enter dollar amount; minimum of
$10 donation required for light bulb offer.)

Name:

Address: 

Phone Number: 

E-mail Address:

Signature:

Account Number: Date: 

The holidays truly are a special 
time of year. Happy memories, 
good food, great family and 

friends, and special gifts. And, if you’re like me, the 
holidays bring thoughts of giving back and sharing joy.
 Perhaps you commit random acts of kindness during 
the holidays—bringing dinner to someone going through 
a diffi cult time, calling a faraway relative just to chat, 
reconnecting with old friends you haven’t seen in ages, or 
simply offering a friendly smile and greeting to someone who 
might be having a bad day.
 Many folks show their holiday spirit by making donations 
to local, national, or international groups. If you’re planning 
to share some of your good fortune during the holidays, please 
consider making a donation to Project Lift Up, Rock Energy’s 
program of neighbors helping neighbors. 
 Project Lift Up, just as the name implies, gives people a 
fi nancial lift when they need it most. Rock Energy members 

can participate 
in the voluntary 
donation program 
by rounding up their 
monthly energy bill 
to the nearest dollar, 
adding a set monthly 
contribution, or making 
a one-time donation. 
Those gifts help fund 
Rock Cooperative 
Care, an energy 
assistance program that 
benefi ts co-op members 
who might otherwise 
fall through the cracks 

because their incomes are too high to qualify for federal 
programs but too low to make ends meet.
 Your co-op’s board of directors launched Rock Cooperative 
Care in 2009 as a way to help members going through tough 
times. It exemplifi es a principle that guides all co-ops: 
Concern for Community. First and foremost, we strengthen 
our communities by doing what we do best: providing safe and 
reliable electricity at an affordable cost. But beyond that, our 
concern for community reaches to every member. What’s good 
for the member is good for the community, and that, in turn, is 
good for the co-op.
 Throughout the year, Rock Energy undertakes other projects 
and supports policies that are good for the members and 

communities we serve. The co-op distributes capital credits to 
members, awards scholarships to deserving students, sponsors 
a school supplies drive for needy families, and provides 
savings with our Co-op Connections Card. 
 Project Lift Up is one of those success stories. Co-op 
members have donated more than $12,000 during the past 
seven years. If you’d like to join them, just choose one of the 
options on the form on this page and return it to Rock Energy. 
If you already participate, you can help make the holidays 
even brighter for others by adding a one-time donation to your 
generous contribution. Whether you’re new to the program or 
increasing your donation, we’ll give you three free CFLs to 
help save money on your energy bill.

I want to express my sincere thanks to all the folks donating 

What’s good for the 
member is good for 
the community,

and that, in 
turn, is good 
for the co-op.
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to this program. Your act of kindness 
shows the true cooperative spirit of 
Rock Energy members, who are always 
willing to lend a hand to help a neighbor 
facing diffi cult times. If you think you 
might qualify for assistance, you can 
fi nd the income guidelines listed on 
page 16c of this magazine.
 On another topic, there will be no 
change to the set kilowatt-hour energy 
rates in 2016; however, effective Jan. 
1, the monthly facilities charge on most 
rates will increase $1. The charge for 
residential members had been $13.25 
since 2007, when the board decreased 
the rate from $15. Starting with the 
January 2015 bill, residential members 

paid the new $15 facilities charge, the 
same amount as in 2007.
 This adjustment moves the monthly 
charge slightly closer to the actual fi xed 
cost of serving an account. The intent 
of the facilities charge is to cover the 
costs we incur to build and maintain the 
system that carries electricity to your 
home or business. Even if we never 
move a single kilowatt over the wires, 
we still have the expense of keeping the 
facilities ready and able to carry that 
energy. We have calculated that cost to 
be about $32 a month for a typical Rock 
Energy residential account.
 Our rate adjustments mirror what 
is taking place across the nation as 
utilities shift more of the fi xed costs of 
maintaining the electric grid to monthly 
fees. Traditionally, these costs have been 
rolled into the per kilowatt-hour energy 

Happy Holidays!
Your Friends at Rock Energy Cooperative

Member Appreciation Day 2015

MORE POWER TO YOU
(Continued from page 16a)

charge. In an effort to capture the fi xed 
costs more accurately, it is anticipated 
that future annual adjustments to the 
service charge will continue. Again, the 
adjustment in the facilities charge that 
takes place Jan. 1 will allow the co-op to 
avoid any increase in the per kilowatt-
hour energy charge during 2016.
 All of us at Rock Energy sincerely 
hope you and your family have a 
wonderful and safe holiday season. As 
you decorate your home, please keep 
safety in mind. Make sure your holiday 
lights are in good working order, don’t 
overload circuits, and never use frayed 
or worn extension cords. 
 It truly is a privilege to serve your 
energy needs during the holidays and 
throughout the year. If we can do 
anything to improve our service, please 
let us know. 
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*These � gures are based on the Federal Poverty Guidelines for 2015–2016.

 Family 30-Day Annual 30-Day Annual 30-Day Annual
 Size Income Income Income Income Income Income

 1 $1,471 $17,655 $1,961 $23,540 $2,942 $35,310
 2 $1,991 $23,895 $2,655 $31,860 $3,982 $47,790
 3 $2,511 $30,135 $3,348 $40,180 $5,022 $60,270
 4 $3,031 $36,375 $4,041 $48,500 $6,062 $72,750
 5 $3,551 $42,615 $4,735 $56,820 $7,102 $85,230
 6 $4,071 $48,855 $5,428 $65,140 $8,142 $97,710
 7 $4,591 $55,095 $6,121 $73,460 $9,182 $110,190
 8 $5,111 $61,335 $6,815 $81,780 $10,222 $122,670

150% of Poverty Level 200% of Poverty Level 300% of Poverty Level
(eligible for up to a $500 grant) (eligible for up to a $350 grant) (eilgible for up to a $250 grant)

Rock Cooperative Care Income Guidelines 
for the 2015-2016 Heating Season*

Some Rock Energy Cooperative 
members need a little help paying their 
energy bills. They might earn too much 
to qualify for state and federal energy 
assistance, or they might need some 
extra money to supplement the other 
programs.
 Either way, Rock Cooperative Care is 
available to help. Since 2010, more than 
$140,000 has been distributed to help 
members. 
 A one-time grant of up to $500 is 
available to help residential members 
who are struggling to pay their energy 
bills but do not meet more stringent state 
and federal requirements.
 Check the following chart to see if 
your household qualifi es for assistance. 
For example, a four-person household 
would be eligible if the total annual 
income is $72,750 or less. 
 The Salvation Army offi ce administers 
the Rock Cooperative Care program. If 
you meet the eligibility requirements, 

call either of these offi ces during 
regular business hours to schedule an 
appointment: Janesville, 608-757-8300, 
extension 26; Beloit, 608-365-6572; 

ROCK COOPERATIVE CARE OFFERS ENERGY ASSISTANCE
or Rockford, 815-972-1135. Be sure to 
point out that you would like to schedule 
an appointment to apply for the Rock 
Cooperative Care program.

Food for America
CFL Charlie was a huge hit at the Brodhead FFA chapter’s Food for America program on Sept. 22 at Spring Grove Dairy near Brodhead. More 
than 600 fourth-graders from seven area school districts attended this year’s event. The educational day focused on teaching students 
where their food comes from and what resources are required to produce food. Touchstone Energy’s CFL Charlie represented electricity, 
which is necessary in various aspects of agriculture and food production. About 80 FFA members from Brodhead’s high school and middle 
school, along with chaperones and parents, helped coordinate the all-day learning activity.
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Barbara Uebelacker, Editor

Get Connected
Check out these great deals 
o� ered with your Co-op 
Connections Card.

For a complete listing of current deals, visit www.rock.coop and click 
on the Co-op Connections Card. You also can use the card for discounts 
on prescriptions as well as dental, vision, hearing, chiropractic, lab, 
and imaging services. To locate providers, call 800-800-7616. 

Computer Know How, 702 21st St., Brodhead – 
608-897-3777 - www.compknowhow.com
Computer repair, website design, on-site 
computer/business support.
10% Discount on Labor

Captain’s Galley, 305 Oak Grove 
Ave., South Beloit – 815-389-4592
One-of-a-kind subs, chili, Polish 
sausage, brats, Vienna hot dogs, Italian beef, and soup. Visit us on Facebook.
One Free Medium Drink (with purchase of any sub)

RATES WILL CHANGE JANUARY 1
Effective Jan. 1, 2016, the monthly facilities charge on the 
majority of electric accounts will increase $1. This adjust-
ment moves the monthly charge slightly closer to the actual 
fi xed cost of serving an account and will allow the per kilo-
watt-hour energy charge to remain the same in 2016. 

Rock Energy Cooperative again is offering scholarships 
of $500 to graduating high school seniors who enroll at an 
accredited school. Students whose parents or guardians are 
active members of REC are eligible.
 Our independent scholarship committee will judge 
applicants based on general merit, cooperation, leadership 
abilities, fi nancial need, and class ranking. 
 Since 1989, Rock Energy has 
awarded more than $87,000 
in fi nancial aid to deserving 
students. 
 An application form must be 
completed by the student as well as by the student’s guidance 
counselor. Applications are available at area high schools, 
at our Janesville and South Beloit offi ces, and online at     
www.rock.coop. Just click on Your Benefi ts and scroll down 
to Scholarship Programs.
 The deadline for returning completed applications is 
Jan. 11. If you have any questions, please contact Barbara 
Uebelacker at 866-752-4550 or barbu@rock.coop.
 In addition, scholarships of $2,000 will be awarded 
through the Thomas H. Moore Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
(IEC) Memorial Scholarship Program. These scholarships 
are available to high school seniors who are the sons 
or daughters of an Illinois electric cooperative member 
receiving service from the co-op. Applications must be 
completed online at www.rock.coop. Just click on Your 
Benefi ts and scroll down to Scholarship Programs. The 
deadline is Dec. 31.

SCHOLARSHIPS OFFERED TO 
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORSRock Energy Cooperative offi ces will be 

closed on Thursday, Dec. 24, and Friday, 
Dec. 25, in observance of Christmas 
and Thursday, Dec. 31, and Friday, Jan. 1, for 
the New Year’s holiday. Members can make payments in the 
drop boxes at both offi ces throughout the holiday weekends. 
Even though our offi ces are closed, standby crews are always 
available 24 hours a day. If you need to report a power outage, 
please call 608-752-4550 or toll-free 866-752-4550.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Remember to close your 
� replace damper (unless a 
� re is burning). Keeping the 
damper open is like leaving 
a window wide open during 
the winter, allowing warm 
air to escape through the 
chimney.

Source: energy.gov
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608-897-3777 - www.compknowhow.com
Computer repair, website design, on-site 
computer/business support.
10% Discount on Labor

Captain’s Galley, 305 Oak Grove 
Ave., South Beloit – 815-389-4592
One-of-a-kind subs, chili, Polish 
sausage, brats, Vienna hot dogs, Italian beef, and soup. Visit us on Facebook.
One Free Medium Drink (with purchase of any sub)

RATES WILL CHANGE JANUARY 1
Effective Jan. 1, 2016, the monthly facilities charge on the 
majority of electric accounts will increase $1. This adjust-
ment moves the monthly charge slightly closer to the actual 
fi xed cost of serving an account and will allow the per kilo-
watt-hour energy charge to remain the same in 2016. 

Rock Energy Cooperative again is offering scholarships 
of $500 to graduating high school seniors who enroll at an 
accredited school. Students whose parents or guardians are 
active members of REC are eligible.
 Our independent scholarship committee will judge 
applicants based on general merit, cooperation, leadership 
abilities, fi nancial need, and class ranking. 
 Since 1989, Rock Energy has 
awarded more than $87,000 
in fi nancial aid to deserving 
students. 
 An application form must be 
completed by the student as well as by the student’s guidance 
counselor. Applications are available at area high schools, 
at our Janesville and South Beloit offi ces, and online at     
www.rock.coop. Just click on Your Benefi ts and scroll down 
to Scholarship Programs.
 The deadline for returning completed applications is 
Jan. 11. If you have any questions, please contact Barbara 
Uebelacker at 866-752-4550 or barbu@rock.coop.
 In addition, scholarships of $2,000 will be awarded 
through the Thomas H. Moore Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
(IEC) Memorial Scholarship Program. These scholarships 
are available to high school seniors who are the sons 
or daughters of an Illinois electric cooperative member 
receiving service from the co-op. Applications must be 
completed online at www.rock.coop. Just click on Your 
Benefi ts and scroll down to Scholarship Programs. The 
deadline is Dec. 31.

SCHOLARSHIPS OFFERED TO 
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORSRock Energy Cooperative offi ces will be 

closed on Thursday, Dec. 24, and Friday, 
Dec. 25, in observance of Christmas 
and Thursday, Dec. 31, and Friday, Jan. 1, for 
the New Year’s holiday. Members can make payments in the 
drop boxes at both offi ces throughout the holiday weekends. 
Even though our offi ces are closed, standby crews are always 
available 24 hours a day. If you need to report a power outage, 
please call 608-752-4550 or toll-free 866-752-4550.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Remember to close your 
� replace damper (unless a 
� re is burning). Keeping the 
damper open is like leaving 
a window wide open during 
the winter, allowing warm 
air to escape through the 
chimney.

Source: energy.gov
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