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More Power to You

CO-OP’S 80-YEAR HISTORY 
FILLED WITH MILESTONES 

(Continued on page 1 )

Thirteen Rock County farmers 
made history 80 years ago when 
they laid the groundwork for rural 

residents to get electricity and improve the quality of 
their lives.
 Did they anticipate that their little co-op with 199 members 
would grow to serve more than 17,000 members and over 
28,000 electric and natural gas meters? I doubt it. People 

magnitude of their contributions until years later, or perhaps 
not at all. 
 The history of Rock County Electric Cooperative 

achievements that have taken place since 1936. It’s impossible 
for to me to include every noteworthy event in this column, 
but I will share some of the highlights with 
you. Local history buffs might be familiar 
with some of the events, but I think the 
vast majority of our members will learn 
something about their energy cooperative 
from this column.

April 23, 1936: Getting started. 
Articles of incorporation forming Rock 
County Electric Cooperative Association 

was to provide members with electricity 

is signed by George Ballmer, Ed 
Mahlum, Michael Weis, Emmett Yale, 
C.J. Damerow, James A. Conway, J.O.
Woodman, H.S. Anderson, William 
Florin, Clarence Knutson, Adam
Lunowa, Grant Rice, H.A. Haried, and
J.B. Dybevik.

Aug. 17, 1936: Loan application. 
The co-op applied for a loan of 

Administration to cover the cost of constructing 414 miles of 
power distribution line and buying transformers, meters, and 
other necessary equipment. Organizers had signed up 199 
members.

March 23, 1937: Power supply. The board of directors and 

with Fairbanks Morse Co. of Beloit to supply 7,200 volts of 

electricity to the co-op. Fairbanks, one of the world’s leading 
manufacturers of electric generating equipment at the time, 
agreed to supply 600,000 kilowatt hours monthly when lines 
were completed.  

July 15, 1937: Flip the switch. A crowd gathered at the J.O. 
Woodman farm in La Prairie Township to celebrate the arrival 
of electricity to the Rock County countryside. Engineer Harold 
Durnin climbed a utility pole to turn on the electricity. Lights 
came on, an electric whistle sounded, and the meter on the 

July 18, 1948: Fire! The co-op’s headquarters on Holmes 

was never determined.

Aug. 10, 1948: New power 
supplier. As co-op members 
continued to use more and more 
power, Fairbanks Morse transformers 
were overloaded and couldn’t generate 
enough electricity. The co-op entered 
into a contract to purchase power from 
Wisconsin Power & Light Co. 

Dec. 16, 1949: New building. The co-
op’s new building on the Holmes Street 
site was dedicated with an open house.

Sept. 21, 1953: Electricity use. The 
co-op and several farm organizations 

rural meetings aimed at educating 
members about how to use electric home 
appliances more productively, safely, and 
economically. About 200 people attended 
the meeting at the La Prairie Town Hall. 
The evening featured farm machinery, 
cooking demonstrations, and prizes. 

March 24, 1961: Silver anniversary. The co-op’s 25th 
anniversary was celebrated in the community room of Rock 
County National Bank in downtown Janesville.

Dec. 15, 1984: Co-op moves. The co-op moved into its 
current headquarters after purchasing and remodeling a 
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Stan Dybevik remembers when the 

his childhood home.
 “That was a tremendous day,” he 
said. “I can remember someone switched 
the light and it came on up in the ceiling. 
It was just a bulb hanging down at that 
time.”
 Dybevik doesn’t recall the exact date 
but guesses it was either 1937 or 1938 

when he was 8 or 9. He still lives in 
that house located northwest of Orford-
ville and even has one of the kerosene 
lanterns that he once used as light for 
reading.
 “The main thing was getting lights 
and then all kinds of labor-saving 

things,” Dybevik said. “One of the 

Montgomery Ward refrigerator. That was 
one of the big items, and the other one 
for my mother was an electric wringer 
washing machine.”
 From there, it was an electric fry 
pan, iron, toaster, stove—“all these little 
conveniences that came along,” he said. 
“None of these things just came boom, 
boom, boom, and we’re going to get this, 
this, this, and this. We couldn’t afford it. 
It was piecemeal.”
 “All these little conveniences” played 
a vital role in improving the quality of 
life for rural folks. Farmers at the time 
relied on hand- or animal-powered 

cult and their days long.
 “It was just a big uplift and a happy 
moment for us here as in so many other 

getting electricity. “This is the way rural 
America was.”
 He is proud of the role his father, J.B. 
Dybevik, played in forming Rock County 
Electric Cooperative Association, which 
is now Rock Energy Cooperative. His 
father’s signature is on the articles of 

 “It didn’t mean a lot to me at the 
time,” Dybevik said. “I can just remem-

ber him saying, ‘We’re going to get 
lights someday, and we’re out trying to 
get people signed up to do this.’ ”
 J.B. Dybevik served on the co-op’s 
board of directors for 25 years, from 

panied his father to annual meetings, 
he couldn’t predict that he too would 

‘We’re going to get 
LIGHTS someday’

“It was just a big 
uplift and a  

happy moment 
for us here as in so 
many other rural 
homes.”—Stan Dybevik

A photo from the co-op’s early days shows 

his father, J.B. Dybevik, seated in the front 

row on the right.

Stan Dybevik remembers 

when electricity came to 

his childhood home—”that 

was a tremendous day.”
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Rock Energy Cooperative offers two opportunities for high school students to 
learn more about the political process and develop leadership skills.
 The co-op will sponsor two high school juniors on the Electric Cooperative 
Youth Tour to Washington, D.C. The June 13–19 trip includes meetings with 
congressional representatives and tours of historic sites. More than 1,000 
students from host cooperatives across the nation participate in the tour every 
year.
 Another program is open to current high school freshmen, sophomores, and 
juniors. The Wisconsin Energy Cooperative Association’s Youth Leadership 
Congress will take place July 13–15 at UW–River Falls. The program introduces 
students to cooperative business basics, demonstrates the value of cooperation in 
everyday life, and offers sessions to help develop leadership skills. 
 Applicants for both programs must be children of Rock Energy members and 
reside in the co-op’s service territory. The deadline to apply for the Washington 
trip is Feb. 19, and applications for the UW–River Falls event must be received 
by March 18.
 For more information, visit www.rock.coop or call Barbara Uebelacker, 
communications specialist, at 866-752-4550 or email her at BarbU@rock.coop. 

YOUTH PROGRAMS BUILD STRONG CITIZENS

become a co-op director. The younger 
Dybevik served 40 years, from 1971 to 
2011.

extending electricity to rural America 
was providing farmers with labor-saving 
devices, Dybevik said.
 “When you think what electricity has 
done and how it’s changed—it was a 

executive order in 1935,” he said. “It’s 
just unbelievable.”
 Dybevik was 
referring to Pres-
ident Franklin D. 
Roosevelt signing 
Executive Order 
7037, which estab-
lished the Rural 

Administration 
as an emergency 
agency. A year 
later, Congress approved the Rural 

agency to a more permanent status and 
providing low-interest loans to achieve 

 “It’s amazing to see what has hap-
pened in the rural areas,” he said. “It’s 
just a completely changed rural America. 
I don’t know how much the city people 
really appreciated that or understood 
that because they had electricity. I’m just 

thankful that there were people like my 
dad and others in this co-op and all over 
rural America that they were able to do 
the work.”
 In addition to providing farmers with 
labor-saving devices, electricity also 
improved communication and education 
in rural areas. 

Dybevik said. “That brought the world 
to us.”
 He noted that investor-owned utilities 

had the same opportunity as 
electric cooperatives to apply 
for low-interest loans from the 
REA, but they didn’t.
 “They just didn’t have 
the foresight to see down the 
line what this was going to do,” 
he said. “And that’s probably 
understandable. You have a 
house here and a farm there. 
You go several miles and have 

another one or two. You have to get 
wires strung out all over there, and this 
is really going to cost some money.”
 Cooperatives were important in the 
1930s because they brought electricity to 
rural America, and they remain relevant 
today, Dybevik said. They offer a more 
personal approach because they are 

cial stake in the co-op, he said. While 
investor-owned utilities are concerned 

ers, energy co-ops have only one goal: 
keeping the lights on safely, reliably, and 
affordably.
 “I’m certainly very happy and proud 
to be a part of it over all these years,” he 
said. “I certainly wish continued success 
to the co-op. It got this far—80 years—
we can’t give it up now.”

This lantern provided light for reading 

before electricity came to the Dybevik 

home.

80th Annual Meeting
Monday, March 28

Eclipse Center, Beloit
Be sure to mark your calendar and 

join us for the meeting and dinner.

Look for complete details in next 

month’s magazine.

Commemorative stamps 

marked REA’s 50th anniversary.
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building at 2815 Kennedy Road in Janesville. The building 

Sept. 7, 1985: Building dedicated.

April 7, 1986: 50th anniversary.
50th anniversary at Mount Zion Lutheran Church in Janesville. 

Feb. 6, 2007: Growth spurt.

northern Illinois. In addition to distributing electricity, the co-

Charles Street in South Beloit.

April 12, 2007: New name.

July 7, 2008: New building.

15229 Willowbrook Road in South Beloit.

April 13, 2009: Moving in. The new 55,000-square-foot 

Oct. 15–16, 2009: Open house.
tours of the new building that was constructed on 2.4 acres.

March 28, 2011: 75th anniversary. More than 700 co-

recognized were Sandi Torkilson Hargraves, Miss Rock 

March 28, 2016: Celebrating 80 years!

our service to you.

MILESTONES (Continued from page 1 )

From the top: After a fire of undetermined origin destroyed the co-

op’s headquarters in 1948, a new building was constructed on the 

same site. The co-op moved into its current headquarters in 1985. 

Ground was broken in 2008 for a new district office in South Beloit.


