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More Power to You

Stay Safe This Winter

Everyone here at Rock Energy Cooperative hopes 
you and your loved ones enjoyed a happy holiday 
season and are ready to welcome a great new year. 

As you take down the holiday decorations and pack them 
away for another year, remember to keep those boots, 
gloves, and shovels handy. The winter holidays are over, 
but I’m fairly certain that winter weather will be around 
for a while longer.

While electrical safety is important during all 
seasons, winter weather can bring additional hazards 
that illustrate how dangerous electricity can be if we’re 
not careful. I urge you to read the article on page  that 
describes what to do if you’re in a car accident involving 
downed power lines. It’s true that cars can hit power poles 
any time of the year, but the ice and snow associated with 
winter driving make the possibility more likely.

The article mentions the Safe Electricity program, 
which is sponsored by the Energy Education Council to 
provide life-saving information about the dangers of elec-
tricity. When you have some time, visit SafeElectricity.org 
for a wealth of information about everything you need to 
know to keep you and your family safe around electricity. 
If you search for Lee and Ashley’s story, you can learn 
more about the teens’ compelling story.

year that just ended and anticipate what lies ahead. As 
I’ve mentioned in previous columns, there’s a possibility 

to environmental regulations. The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency will be developing carbon emission stan-
dards for both new and existing power plants. 

The National Rural Electric Cooperative Associa-
tion, of which Rock Energy is a member, has developed a 
website that outlines the issues and gives co-op members 

an opportunity to provide input on the EPA’s greenhouse 
gas regulations. You can visit the website by going to 
www.rock.coop and clicking on Cooperative Action Net-
work near the bottom of the page.

As most of us who have experienced life for a 
period of time know, there are many chapters in one’s life 
and career. This past October, here at the co-op, we turned 
the page on the last chapter of a dear colleague when our 
longtime attorney, Dave Collins, passed away.

Dave had served as the co-op’s corporate counsel 
since 1971. The thousands of 
members who attended our an-
nual meetings over the decades 
will remember Dave as the per-
son who dutifully ran the election 
portion of the meeting.  

For the past 13 years, I 
sat next to Dave at our monthly 
board meetings. Without fail, 
he would always greet us with a 
smile and ask me how my family 
was doing. I will miss those talks.

Dave loved the co-op. If he 
and his wife, Annie, were available, they’d both volunteer 
to help at our annual Member Appreciation Day. Dave 
and Annie were always wonderful ambassadors for Rock 
Energy Cooperative.

We will remember Dave as a gentle man who was as 
intelligent as he was kind. We will miss the long historical 
knowledge he had of the co-op, his wise advice, but more 
than anything, we will miss his caring personality, his 
warm smile, and his thoughtful conversation.

As 2014 gets under way, we look forward to another 
year of providing you with safe and reliable energy at an 
affordable cost. If there’s anything we can do to improve 
our service, please don’t hesitate to let us know.   
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Winter driving is a challenge, not only negotiat-
ing snow and slush, but also trying to avoid 
skidding off the pavement when you encounter 

an unseen patch of ice.
When cars and trucks leave the pavement because 

of poor winter driving conditions, tragedy can be com-
pounded if utility poles are hit and overhead power lines 
come down.

Safe Electricity’s 2010 “Teach Learn Care TLC” 
campaign featured the fate of four Indiana teens whose 
vehicle collided with a utility pole. Wires ended up 
draped around the overturned car.

Fortunately, earlier that week two of the teens— 
Ashley Taylor and Lee Whittaker—had attended a 
program at their school that warned of the dangers of car 
accidents with power poles. Ashley and Lee made sure 
nobody left the car and warned those who came upon the 
accident to stay far away. They were able to escape injury 
by remaining in the vehicle until utility crewmen could 
turn off the power and create a safe opportunity for the 
driver and passengers to exit.

jump clear of the vehicle without touching it and the 
ground at the same time. Then hop with feet together— 
do not run or stride. 

Electricity spreads out through the ground in ripples, 
like a stone dropped in water. The voltage is highest in 

the ring closest to the vehicle and decreases with distance. 
Hop with feet together so that one foot will not be in a 
higher voltage zone than another, which could make you 
a conductor for electricity.

If the power line is still energized and you step out-
side, your body becomes the path for that electricity, and 
electrocution is the tragic result. 

Even if a power line has landed on the ground, there 
is still the potential for the area near your car to be ener-

-

crews arrive to make sure power to the line is cut off.
If you encounter an accident involving a vehicle 

skidding off a snow or ice-covered road and colliding 
with a utility pole, do not follow your instinct to assist the 
motorist. Live electric lines may be on the ground or dif-

Anyone responding to such a situation should be 
cautious of the potential for electrical injury or death. 
Wait for linemen to de-energize the line, or you could 
become a victim yourself.

Just because electric wires may be coated with ice or 
lying in snow or ice, does not reduce their danger. They 
can still carry electricity—which is not readily detect-
able—until you feel it, and then it may be too late to 
escape injury. To learn more, visit SafeElectricity.org.

Snow Increases Potential 
for Power Line Accidents

No one was injured when this school bus 
slid into a power pole on Bluestem Electric 
Cooperative’s lines in Kansas. If you’re in a 
vehicle that hits a power pole and makes contact 
with electric lines, remain in the vehicle and 
warn others to stay away. Wait for a utility crew 
to arrive on the scene to cut the power.
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January 13 is the 
deadline to apply for 

Rock Energy Cooperative 
scholarships for 2014. 

Go to www.rock.coop 
for details or call 
(866) 752-4550.

Ninety percent of the energy it takes to wash 
clothes is used to heat water. If you wash in 
cold water, you could save $40 per year if you 
have an electric water heater and $30 annually 
if you have one powered by natural gas.

Source: U.S. Department of Energy

Get Connected
Check out these great deals 
offered with your Co-op 
Connections Card.

Add Up Your Savings!
Tell us how much you have saved by using 
your Co-op Connections Card. If you have 
a story you’d like to share, e-mail Barbara 
Uebelacker at BarbU@rock.coop or call 
her at (866) 752-4550.

Healthy Savings Discounts

The same program that offers discounts at local 
merchants and has saved Rock Energy members $52,000 
on prescriptions also provides significant savings on 
dental, vision, hearing, lab and imaging services, and 
chiropractic work. To locate providers that participate in 
the Healthy Savings program, call (800) 800-7616 or go 
to www.rock.coop, click on the Co-op Connections Card, 
and look under the Healthy Savings tab. Be sure to have 
your Co-op Connections Card handy.

Cats Meeooww Nail 
Spa, 16 S. Main St., 
Janesville – 
(608) 289-5319
Specializing in nails 
and feet. Nice, relaxing 
environment.  
$5 Off Spa Pedicure

Medithin Weight Loss Clinics, 2605 Kennedy Road, 
Janesville – (608) 531-0400 – 
www.medithinweightlossclinics.com
Medithin Weight Loss Clinics offer a physician-supervised 
weight loss program that is safe, proven effective, 
and affordable. Clients are assessed and progress is 
monitored by a physician and nursing staff to ensure 
optimum care and support in reaching weight-loss goals.
$50 Off Initial “New Patient Visit”

Last Chance…
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