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Happy International 
Year of Cooperatives!

More Power to You
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Electric Cooperatives 
Build a Better World

Learn About Co-ops 

Member-owned

electric co-ops

transformed the

landscape of rural America, delivering

safe, reliable, and affordable

electricity for 75 years. www.nreca.org

DID YOU KNOW?
� Electric co-op lines cover
75 percent of the U.S. landmass.

� Serve 42 million people in 47 states.

� Electric co-ops have retired
$9.5 billion to members (capital
credits) since 1990.

CONCERN FOR COMMUNITY:
Every June, more than 1,500 high
school juniors take part in an
educational trip to Washington, D.C.
during the Rural Electric Youth Tour.

A message from America’s Electric Cooperatives

Cooperative Enterprises 
Build a Better World

erprises
ter W

ses
World

RockCS 0112.indd   1 12/9/11   2:49 PM



High winds mixed with heavy snow 
and ice can cause tree limbs to 

fall on overhead power lines, trig-
gering outages. You might remember 
December 2009, when major storms 
in southern Wisconsin and northern 
Illinois knocked out power twice in 
two weeks. Although Rock Energy 
Cooperative line workers are on call 
around the clock and respond quickly 
to problems, some folks ask a simple 
question: Why keep power lines in 
harm’s way?

There are two ways electricity 
can be delivered: through overhead 
or underground power lines. Under-
ground lines may seem attractive dur-
ing storms because the lines are not 
exposed to extreme weather, but the 
technology doesn’t always make sense 
for co-ops focused on affordability and 
reliability.

In this area, building three phase 
distribution underground lines would 
cost between three to seven times 
more than overhead lines. Transmis-
sion lines could cost as much as 10 
times more. 

In 2005, Hi-Line Engineering, a 

compared the increased cost of un-

in Virginia. The results: underground 
savings did not outweigh the heavy 
initial cost of installation.

Most underground lines are 
found in subdivisions where develop-
ers request and pay for the option for 
aesthetic reasons or to comply with 

local statutes. A high concentration of 
homes in these areas helps spread out 
the expense. According to Hi-Line En-
gineering, nine out of 10 new subdivi-
sions are served by underground cable.

But the bulk of Rock Energy’s 
power continues to be delivered via 
overhead lines in rural areas. About 70 
percent of the co-op’s 1,260 miles of 
distribution line are overhead, which 
helps keep electricity both affordable 
and reliable for members.

There are pros and cons to both 
forms of power distribution. For in-
stance, underground facilities are more 
reliable during storms and generally 
require less right-of-way maintenance 
because there are no trees, brush, or 
other vegetation to clear away. 

However, faults in underground 
power lines are not easy to track down 

study, which measured both the fre-
quency and duration of power outages, 
found that the frequency of outages on 
underground systems was 50 percent 
less than for overhead systems, but the 
average duration of an underground 
outage was 58 percent longer.

“If a tree falls on an overhead 
line, you can normally drive down the 
line, see the problem, and get to work 
restoring power,” explained Denny 
Schultz, director of utility operations 
at Rock Energy. “The same holds for 
repairing broken insulators and cross 

“But underground lines are tough 
to troubleshoot. You can’t find a 
problem with your eyes. You have to 
search harder for it, using expensive 
equipment to track it down based on 

Overhead vs. Underground
Why Keep 

Power Lines in 
Harm’s Way?
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Rock Energy Cooperative

 
Go to www.rock.coop/member/scholar.html for details.

Energy cooperatives are different 
from other utilities because giving 

something back to the communities 
they serve is part of their business plan. 
That’s why Rock Energy Cooperative 
participates in the annual Electric Co-
operative Youth Tour.

In June 2011, three area high 
school students—Hannah Trickel of 
Beloit, Kaela Gardner of Rockton, and 
Meghan Baade of Roscoe—
represented Rock Energy on 
the Youth Tour to Wash-
ington, D.C. They toured 
Washington with more 
than 1,500 young lead-
ers from across the nation 
and returned with a greater 
appreciation of the political 
process and a better understanding of 
cooperative business principles.

While on the bus trip from 
-

dents established their own chip and 
soda co-op to learn the principles 
required to keep members working 
together for the cooperative’s suc-
cess. After arriving in Washington, 
the students spent a day on Capitol 
Hill meeting with their congressional 

look at how government operates.  
In addition to the Capitol, they 

also visited Arlington National Cem-
etery, Washington National Cathedral, 
several Smithsonian Museums, U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Museum, World 
War II Memorial, Royal Embassy 
of Saudi Arabia, National Archives, 
Newseum, and a number of other 
historical sites.

Besides learning the value of 

history of the nation, the students 
also had a great time on this 

once-in-a-lifetime oppor-
tunity. If you know a high 
school junior who is curi-
ous about how government 

works and wants to learn 
more about cooperatives, 

encourage them to apply for the 
2012 trip to Washington. Rock Energy 
will sponsor two students on the trip, 
which will take place June 15-22.

Applicants must be children of 
Rock Energy members and reside in 
the co-op’s service territory. The all-

-
tion, lodging, meals, and admissions to 
events. Round-trip travel is by motor 

Current high school juniors 
who would like to be considered can 
get an application form at either our 

Teens Learn Co-op Principles on Trip 
to Washington, D.C.

online at www.rock.coop/member/
youthtour.html. 

Applications must be submitted 
to the co-op by Feb. 10. If you have 
questions, please call Barbara Uebe-
lacker, communications specialist, at 
(608) 752-4550 or (866) 752-4550. 
You can also email her at BarbU@
rock.coop.

2815 Kennedy Rd. 15229 Willowbrook Rd.
Janesville, WI 53547 South Beloit, IL 61080

Shane Larson, CEO
Barbara Uebelacker, 

Editor

his

Last Chance…
   Jan. 15 is the deadline 

to apply for Rock 
Energy Cooperative 
scholarships for 2012.

RockCS 0112.indd   3 12/9/11   2:49 PM



Check out these great 
deals offered with your 
Co-op Connections Card

Embroid This, 5257 Swanson Road, Roscoe – (815) 623-2200 
– www.embroidthis.com
Custom embroidery and direct-to-garment printing. So much more 
than the name implies. We provide great embroidered apparel, our 
unique Digital Direct to Garment printing system as well as great 
promotional items. Visit our showroom. We can set you up. Your 
one-stop shop for corporate wear, casual wear, school spirit wear, 
team uniforms, personalized gifts. We have it all! 
10% Off

GlassWorks of Wisconsin, 579 Lake Drive Road, Edgerton – 
(608) 290-6200 – www.glassworkswi.com
Automotive glass repair and replacement. The premier specialty 
shop in the area. Certifications from the National Glass Association 
and the Institute for Automotive Service Excellence. Competency is of 
the utmost importance when replacing the glass in your automobile. 
Avoid catastrophic failure or moisture damage to the hidden areas 
of your vehicle or even adverse effects on the structural integrity 
and future resale value of your vehicle. Our modern fully equipped 
mobile service vehicles are prepared to assure quality installations 
and can meet your every need at any location.
10% Off Glass Installation

Cougar Lanes, 204 Mill St., Clinton – (608) 676-2279 – 
www.cougarlanes.com
Bowling, food, and fun. A 12-lane bowling center with sand volley-
ball, homemade pizzas, sandwiches, and side orders as well as a 
Friday fish fry. Offering fun and entertainment for the whole family. 
There is also a pro shop, game room, and lounge area. Daily lunch 
specials along with fast and friendly service.
Buy One Game, Get One Free (limit one per person per day)

For a complete listing of current deals, visit www.rock.coop. Terms 
and conditions subject to change as desired by participating busi-
nesses. You also can use your Co-op Connections Card to receive a 
discount on prescription drugs and print online coupons.

with you—our members—every day at grocery stores, 
schools, churches, and community events. We understand 
and value the role that we play in your life.

Some co-ops have become so much a part of our 
lives that we forget they are co-ops. Nationally, co-op 
brands like Sunkist, Ocean Spray, Welch’s, and Land O’ 
Lakes have become household names. Locally, credit 
unions as well as insurance, grocery, and agricultural 
enterprises are part of our co-op family.

Together, all of us are a key part of the economy. 
Co-ops generate 100 million jobs globally and serve 
nearly 1 billion members in more than 90 countries. 
Nationally, more than 29,000 cooperatives generate 2 
million jobs and make a substantial contribution to the 
U.S. economy with annual revenue of $652 billion and 
total assets of $3 trillion.

-
eratives, but here at Rock Energy we believe that co-ops 
and members like you should be celebrated every year. 
As always, if we can do a better job serving your energy 
needs, please let us know.

More Power to You

hole to reach the spot before repairs can be made.” 
Long-term reliability is also an issue. As under-

ground lines get older, they become less reliable and are 

found that customers served by 40-year-old overhead 
lines had better reliability than those served by 20-year-
old underground lines.

Schultz agreed, saying that some of the co-op’s 
overhead lines that were installed 40 and 50 years ago are 
still providing reliable service to members.

Storms inevitably will continue to cause power out-
ages like they did in December 2009, but Rock Energy 
works year-round to minimize and prevent outages.

“Overhead lines are inspected regularly, and our tree 
crews work hard to clear branches away from power lines 
so they hopefully won’t cause problems during a storm,” 
Schultz said. “We can’t control the weather, but we do 
everything we can to minimize the damage it causes to 
our lines.”

Overhead vs. Underground
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