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Shield your home from energy loss 
with adequate insulation By Anne Prince

 Walls. Floors. Ceilings. Attic. These 

are some of the prime areas of a 

home that need insulation in order 

for you to maximize energy effi  -

ciency. According to the Department 

of Energy (DOE), adding insulation 

to your home is a sound investment 

that is likely to quickly pay for itself 

in reduced utility bills. In fact, DOE 

estimates that you can reduce your 

heating and cooling needs up to 30 

percent by properly insulating and 

weatherizing your home. 

 If your home is more than 20 years 

old, additional insulation can likely 

reduce your energy bills and increase 

the comfort level of your home. 

 The actual amount of savings 

for each home depends upon 

several factors—the current level of 

insulation, your climate, effi  ciency 

of your heating/cooling system and 

your utility rates. On average, older 

homes have less insulation than 

homes built today, but even adding 

insulation to a newer home can pay 

for itself within a few years.

So, where do you start?

 You fi rst need to determine how 

much insulation you already have in 

your home and where it is located. 

If you need assistance, Rural Electric 

Convenience Cooperative conducts 

energy effi  ciency audits for the 

home and will check insulation as a 

routine part of the assessment. For 

those with the DIY spirit, you can 

conduct an insulation audit your-

self. Here is what you will should 

be looking for:

• Where your home is, isn’t, and/or 

should be insulated 

• The type of insulation in your 

home

• The R-value and the thickness or 

depth (inches) of the insulation

(Continued on page 16d)

 A prime area that is chronically 

under-insulated is the attic. Proper 

attic insulation is essential to help 

keep warm air inside in the winter 

and prevent hot attic air from heat-

ing your living spaces in the sum-

mer. If you have R-19 (six to eight 

inch thickness for most insulation 

materials) or less insulation in your 

attic, consider bringing it up to R-38 

or even R-49.

Get started and get saving

 While an older home will never 

be as effi  cient as a new home, an 

insulation upgrade will make a no-

ticeable diff erence in your energy 

use and wallet. A well-insulated 

home is one of the most cost-ef-

fective means of saving energy and 

decreasing heating and cooling bills. 
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EPA’s Clean Power Plan will negatively impact electric co-ops
By Mark Hayes

 On August 3, the Environmental Pro-

tection Agency (EPA) fi nalized its rules 

regulating greenhouse gas emissions 

from power plants, dubbed the “Clean 

Power Plan.”

 The rules are designed to reduce 

carbon dioxide emissions from power 

plants by 32 percent below levels re-

corded in 2005. But given its complexity 

and far-reaching nature, it might as well 

be called the “National Energy Policy 

Regulation of 2015” because it will have 

signifi cant consequences for how we 

generate, distribute and use electricity 

in this country for decades to come.

 Over the past two years, electric co-

ops across the country have been work-

ing hard to ask the EPA to go back to 

the drawing board and develop a plan 

that is more achievable and aff ordable. 

Together, electric cooperative advo-

cates submitted more than 1.2 million 

comments to the EPA over these rules. 

That’s nearly 30 

percent of all 

the comments 

EPA received 

from all inter-

ested groups. 

Unfortunately, 

despite that 

eff ort the EPA 

“put the pedal 

to the metal” and fi nalized the rules.

 We asked co-op members to submit 

comments because the EPA’s rule will 

(Continued on page 16c)

raise the price of electricity and poten-

tially endanger the reliable power that 

we work hard to provide every day. 

 Despite claims from the EPA, 

this rule will undoubtedly increase 

monthly electric 

bills. It’s not yet 

clear by how 

much, but the 

previous propos-

al had a national 

average increase 

of 10 percent in 

2025, with some 

states seeing 

higher increases and other states 

seeing lower increases. (And that’s 10 

percent over any infl ation-adjusted, 

otherwise normal projections.)

 Part of the cost increases will 

come from prematurely shutting 

down power plants that are in good 

working condition. Like any busi-

ness, co-ops plan a specifi c life-span 

for these assets and spread out the 

costs over those decades to keep 

electricity aff ordable for members. 

If we’re forced to shut down those 

plants early, then we not only lose 

that source of aff ordable power, but 

will have to purchase replacement 

power from the marketplace with less 

price-point predictability. And you 

– our members – will end up paying 

twice. That’s just not fair, especially 

since the Clean Air Act says the EPA 

is supposed to consider the “remain-

ing useful life” of a power plant when 

setting standards.

 The possibility of closing power 

plants also raises concerns about reli-

ability. Plants are connected points 

on which electric grid operators rely 

for power. Without these assets, it will 

increase stress on the grid – especial-

Under the fi nal EPA rule, 
Illinois will be required 

to reduce carbon emissions 
by 31 percent by 2030

 from 2012 levels.

Coal use decreasing
 The number of our nation’s coal-

fi red generating plants continues to 

decrease, with the government re-

porting that nearly 9,800 megawatts 

in generation was retired in the fi rst 

half of this year. “These retirements 

represent 3.3 percent of the amount 

of operating steam coal capacity ex-

isting at the end of 2014,” the Energy 

Information Administration said in 

its Short-Term Energy Outlook issued 

in September.

 By the time New Year’s Eve rolls 

around, EIA expects 2015 will have 

seen a drop of 8.2 percent in coal-

based generation from last year. 

Increasing requirements for envi-

ronmental controls are one reason 

for the retirements, along with the 

relatively low cost of natural gas 

that has resulted in new gas-fi red 

plants being built. According to EIA, 

coal accounted for 34 percent of 

total generation during the fi rst six 

months of the year, down from 40 

percent in the same period of 2014. 

In the same time frame, natural gas 

accounted for 30 percent of genera-

tion, up from 25 percent.
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Memorial Scholarships increased for 2016
Awards going from $1,500 to $2,000

 The Thomas H. Moore Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives (IEC) Memorial 

Scholarship Program has received 

another boost for 2016, with the ten 

co-op scholarships increasing from 

$1,500 to $2,000 for each winner! 

RECC member families are eligible 

for nine of the academic scholar-

ships, with one off ered for co-op 

employee or director families.

 The Memorial Scholarship Program 

began in 1996 with two scholar-

ships for $1,000, and has increased 

due to memorial contributions and 

fund raising eff orts by electric coop-

eratives in the state. 

 $2,000 scholarships will be 

awarded in these categories:

 5 Scholarships – for high school 

seniors who are the sons or daugh-

ters of an Illinois electric coopera-

tive member receiving service from 

the cooperative.

1 Scholarship – for a 

student who is the son or 

daughter of an Illinois 

electric cooperative 

director or/ employee. 

(Earl W. Struck Memorial 

Scholarship)

3 Scholarships – for students 

enrolling full-time at a two-year 

Illinois community college who are the 

sons or daughters of Illinois electric 

cooperative members, employees or 

directors.

1 Scholarship – for a student 

attending the lineworker’s school 

conducted by the Association of Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives in conjunction 

with Lincoln Land Community College 

in Springfi eld. (LaVern and Nola McEn-

tire Lineworker’s Scholarship)

 “Our goal is to assist electric coop-

erative youth while honoring past rural 

electric leaders with these scholar-

ships,” says President/CEO 

David Stuva. “RECC and 

the other Illinois 

electric cooperatives 

are always seeking 

ways to make a diff erence 

in our communities. One of 

the best ways we can do that 

is by helping our youth through 

programs like this one. In addition, 

we are very pleased to off er the 

electric lineworker’s scholarship.  It 

will benefi t not only a young person 

in rural Illinois but also help assure a 

trained workforce for the future of our 

cooperatives.”

 Scholarship applications are due 

by December 31, 2015, and winners 

will be announced in May 2016. All 

necessary materials are available at 

the cooperative’s website at www.

recc.coop. Students are encouraged 

to apply online. 

ly during extreme weather events.

 EPA expects co-ops and other 

utilities  to make up the lost power 

with additional renewable re-

sources, natural gas and energy 

effi  ciency. Each of these options is 

a good component of an overall 

energy mix, and co-ops across the 

country have been developing new 

technologies to harness them. But 

each also has its disadvantages. 

 Co-ops make it a priority to 

balance all of our energy sources, 

along with helping consumers save 

money by conserving energy where 

possible. But the fi nal rule will put 

us into a rush to transition to more 

renewable resources and natural 

gas without consideration for the time 

needed to build the new infrastructure 

(like natural gas pipelines and more 

electric transmission lines) needed to 

make those resources more realistic for 

co-op members in Illinois.

 The EPA is in uncharted waters with 

this incredibly complex scheme, and it’s 

diffi  cult to predict how the timeline will 

play out. Each state covered by the rules 

will have a couple of years to submit a 

plan to the EPA demonstrating how the 

state will comply with the EPA man-

date. Under the fi nal rule, Illinois will be 

required to reduce carbon emissions by 

31 percent by 2030 from 2012 levels. 

Illinois’ compliance plan will have a big 

impact on what electric co-ops, along 

EPA’s Clean Power Plan (Continued from page 16b)

with the other utilities in our state, will 

have to do and how much it will cost. 

 But rest assured: While that work 

is going on, we will continue to stand 

up for our members. We’re fi ghting for 

you and have joined with co-ops from 

across the country in seeking legislative 

and legal remedies to protect 

your interests.

Mark Hayes writes on consumer and 

cooperative aff airs for the National Ru-

ral Electric Cooperative Association, the 

Arlington, Va.-based service arm of the 

nation’s 900-plus consumer-owned, 

not-for-profi t electric cooperatives.
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Choose your 
payment option!

• At our office front desk or outside 

drop-box

• Mail to: PO Box 19, Auburn IL 62615

• Set up recurring bank draft or  

credit card payments

• Online, with Pay Now from  

our website

• Use SmartHub portal, online  

or mobile app

• By phone to our office, using  

credit card or checking account

• By phone using automated  

payment (217) 438-6197

3973 W. State Route 104

P.O. Box 19 • Auburn, IL 62615

(217) 438-6197

e-mail: recc@recc.coop

www.recc.coop 

 RECC’s office will be closed 

during two holidays in November. 

Crews will be on standby for any 

outages or emergencies, and our 

dispatch service is available round-

the-clock at (217) 438-6197.

 Veterans Day – Nov. 11

 Thanksgiving – Nov. 26 & 27

 Rural Electric Convenience Co-

operative sent a team to the annual 

statewide Lineman’s Safety Rodeo in 

Springfield on September 18. Journey-

man Linemen Travis Boylen, Bill Hart 

and Shane Norris competed in team 

and individual events including hurt 

man rescue, egg climb, single phase 

capacitor changeout, switch operator 

with S & C load break tool, and an H-

structure obstacle course.

 The 18th Lineman’s Safety Rodeo, 

held at Lincoln Land Community College 

(LLCC), coincided with a series of courses 

designed to help electric line person-

nel improve their work skills in safe and 

efficient ways. Several electric suppliers 

joined the Association of Illinois Electric 

Cooperative in sponsoring the event.

 Thanks to Travis, Bill and Shane for 

representing RECC at this challenging 

event, and to our statewide associa-

tion for sponsoring the educational 

and networking opportunity!

RECC team in Lineman Rodeo

RECC linemen (from left) Shane Norris, Travis Boylen and Bill Hart prepared 

for their next event at the Lineman’s Safety Rodeo on Sept. 18.

RECC closed for  

November holidays

OFFICE CLOSINGS

(Continued from page 16a)

 For more information, call the energy 

experts at RECC at (217) 438-6187 or 

e-mail us at recc@recc.coop. We can also 

provide a complete energy audit with 

blower door for air leakage testing and 

infrared camera scans for just $100. 

Anne Prince writes on consumer and 

cooperative affairs for the National 

Rural Electric Cooperative Associa-

tion, the Arlington, Va.-based service 

arm of the nation’s 900-plus con-

sumer-owned, not-for-profit electric 

cooperatives.

Shield your home from 
energy loss with adequate 
insulation


