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 Rural Electric Convenience Co-

operative has always worked hard 

to fi ll the needs of our members, 

from building the fi rst electric lines 

to providing eff ective communi-

cations about the programs and 

services we off er. Modern technol-

ogy has changed how we do a lot 

of our work, but our dedication 

remains steadfast; to provide reli-

able power and quality service. 

 We’ve come a long way since 

members used post cards to mail 

in their meter readings. Since 2004, 

RECC has used an automated 

metering infrastructure (AMI) that 

not only supplies hourly readings, 

but provides more detailed usage 

information for the cooperative 

and our members. 

 Our SmartHub App lets busy 

members review their electric use, 

pay their electric bill and check on 

outages on our system. Email and 

text messaging options provide 

information about outage causes 

or planned interruptions and you 

don’t even need a computer. Our 

Facebook posts and updates from 

the February 24, 2016, snow storm 

generated over 13,000 views and 

86% of those views came from 

mobile devices!  

Prepaid Electric Service

      With a traditional electric ac-

count, you pay for your electric 

usage after the power has already 

been delivered to you. With Pre-

paid Electric Service, you pay for 

energy in advance and keep closer 

track of your usage, avoiding those 

surprisingly high bills. You can also 

put money on your account any 

time it’s convenient for you and 

your budget. Over 50 members are 

currently taking advantage of this 

voluntary payment option.

 Just like the “low fuel” indicator 

on your car, Prepaid Electric Service 

alerts you with an email, text 

message, or phone call when your 

account is predicted to have fi ve 

days or less of energy use remain-

ing. Then you can make a payment 

through our SmartHub App or 

by phone to avoid disconnection 

when your “tank” runs dry. 

We Stake Our Reputa-
tion on Our Service

 Few companies are evaluated as 

frequently as the power company. 

Every time

 we fl ip a light switch, 

we’re forming opinions 

about the reliability and quality 

of service and that could take 

place many times over the course 

of a day. And while our lights may 

have been on for 364 days out of 

the year, it’s the one day after a 

wind storm when we didn’t have 

power for three hours that we’ll 

remember. Bottom line, we know 

our members expect us to meet 

their needs 24/7 and meeting that 

expectation is what we stake our 

reputation on.

 Responses to the American 

Customer Satisfaction Index (ACSI) 

survey questions continue to be 

consistently high and our score this 

year increased from 82 to 85. This 

is higher than the national coop-

erative average (80) as well as the 

average for investor-owned utilities 

(74) and municipal utilities (73). We 

were both delighted and gratifi ed 

that 89.5% percent of members 

responding said they were satis-

fi ed overall with the service they 

receive from RECC! 

 We truly appreciate the oppor-

tunity to serve you. Please join us 

on June 9, 2016 at Glenwood High 

School, Chatham, for the annual 

meeting and to learn more about 

your cooperative!

David Stuva
President/CEO

Jimmy Ayers
Board Chariman

Working 
For You
2016 Annual Meeting of MemBers

Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative
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District 1 Candidate Profile: Clayton Bloome

Report of the Nominating Committee
of Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative Co.

 Each of the undersigned being 

members of Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative Co., and having been 

appointed by the Board of Directors 

of the Cooperative to the Nominating 

Committee make this report to the 

Board of Directors of the Cooperative.

 The Nominating Committee 

 members met at the Cooperative 

headquarters at Auburn, Illinois 

on March 8, 2016, at the hour of 

6:30 o’clock p.m. We further report 

that we nominated the following 

members from each of the following 

respective Districts of the Cooperative 

for election to the Board of Directors of 

the Cooperative at the annual meeting 

of members to be held on June 9, 

2016, to serve until the third sub-

sequent annual meeting of members 

thereafter: 

District 
No. Name Address

District 1
Clayton 
Bloome

4935 E. Divernon Rd., Pawnee, IL 62558

District 2 Chris 
Wilcox

744 Duewer Rd., Waverly, IL 62692

District 3
Jimmy 
Ayers

8640 Cardinal Hill Rd., Rochester, IL 62563

 The undersigned further report that after taking the foregoing action, the 

Nom i nat ing Com mit tee duly ad journed (Signed report posted at RECC offi  ce).

     Clayton Bloome 

was raised on a family 

farm near Morrison-

ville.  After graduat-

ing from Southern 

Illinois University in 

Carbondale with a 

Bachelor of Science degree in Me-

chanical Engineering, Clayton returned 

home to farm. He worked at the Illinois 

EPA as an environmental engineer for 

18 years, and now owns and operates 

Bloome Environmental Consulting 

LLC in Pawnee, helping owners with 

completing remediation of soil and 

groundwater at hazardous waste sites 

and leaking underground storage tank 

sites. He is a licensed professional en-

gineer in Illinois and Missouri. Clayton 

is a member of the National Society of 

Professional Engineers, American Soci-

ety of Professional Engineers, Christian 

County Farm Bureau, and the United 

Methodist Church.  A director since 

2010, Clayton resides in rural Pawnee 

with his wife, Christy, and two children.   

Candidate’s Statement
 Higher energy costs aff ect every-

one. We have to fi nd ways to control 

costs while maintaining a system 

that is reliable. This is the challenge 

that Rural Electric Convenience Co-

operative will continue to face. I will 

work for the members of RECC to 

help provide aff ordable and reliable 

electricity. I would appreciate your 

vote for director of District 1.

Candidate Profiles
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District 3 Candidate Profile: Jimmy Ayers

District 2 Candidate Profile: Chris Wilcox

    Chris Wilcox is a 

life-long resident 

of the Waverly area 

and graduated from 

Waverly High School. 

He attended Lincoln 

Land Community Col-

lege and Southern Illinois University in 

Carbondale. He and his wife, Gail, have 

two grown daughters and two grand-

children. They are active members of 

the First United Methodist Church of 

Waverly.

 Chris has served as District 2 rep-

resentative to the Board of Directors 

since November 2005. 

 Chris is self-employed as a grain 

farmer. He currently serves as Chair-

man of the Morgan County Soil and 

Water Conservation Board, the Cass-

Morgan Farm Bureau Foundation and 

is a past president of the Cass-Morgan 

Farm Bureau.

Candidate’s Statement
 I consider it an honor and privilege 

to have served as your director from 

District 2 for over ten years now. Even 

though we have been challenged by 

tough decisions over those years, I re-

main impressed with the quality of the 

directors that serve on your RECC board. 

They are well-informed, involved and 

always looking out for the members.

 Your Board of Directors is always 

searching for ways to bring you reliable 

electricity at a reasonable cost. Al-

though it is not easy to see fi ve or ten 

or twenty years down the road, we do 

our best to make decisions that are in 

the best long-term interest of you- the 

members. 

 If re-elected, I promise to always 

keep the needs of the members at the 

forefront. I promise to give my best 

judgment on decisions that will aff ect 

your electric bill and the reliability of 

your electric service. And I promise to 

always be open to comments or ques-

tions about your cooperative.

 I would appreciate your vote of con-

fi dence so we can keep the coopera-

tive headed in the right direction.

     Jimmy Ayers was 

elected to the Board 

of Directors in 1989, 

and currently serves 

as Board Chairman. In 

addition, he represents 

RECC regarding coop-

erative aff airs with the Association of 

Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC), and 

is a past chairman of the AIEC board.  He 

is a native of the New City area and a 

graduate of Glenwood High School.

 Jimmy is engaged in grain farm-

ing, and is the joint owner and opera-

tor of Ag Production Specialists Inc. 

and Ayers Trucking, LLC. Jimmy and 

his wife, Cydney, have two children. 

They are members of the Sugar Creek 

United Methodist Church.

Candidate’s Statement
 I have worked to the best of my 

ability to represent the interest of all 

the members as I serve on the Board of 

Directors of Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative. The decisions of the 

board and management are based 

on what would benefi t our members. 

We’ve invested in numerous projects 

to upgrade our distribution system to 

provide reliable service and restore 

power faster when outages do occur. 

This has been done while keeping 

our rates aff ordable, even with our 

wholesale power costs going up in 

recent years.

 We’ve also invested in the high-

quality employees that keep our co-op 

running every day, with training and 

education to keep up with the new 

technologies being used in our indus-

try. Together we strive to provide a 

quality product with quality service, at 

a reasonable price.

 I would appreciate your vote to al-

low me to help guide your cooperative 

into the future.
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Your NeighBors Serving as Your 
Cooperative’s Directors

John Beatty
Waverly

Thomas Hart
Atwater

Clayton Bloome
Pawnee

Andy Goleman
Divernon

Lou Weitekamp
Raymond

Chris Wilcox
Waverly

Cassie Eigenmann
Modesto

Jimmy Ayers
Rochester

Melvin
Repscher

Taylorville
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RECC Employees

Chris Bridges
GIS/Mapping 

Technician

Lou DeLaby
Manager of Operations

and Maintenance

Matt Sheerin
Manager of Finance
and Administration

Dana Smith
Manager of Member
and Public Re la tions

Clark Bowman
Mechanic/Equipment 
Serviceman - 1st Class

Travis Boylen
Journeyman 

Lineman

Shelley Crocks
Senior Member 

Accounts Representative

Craig Costello
Journeyman 

Lineman

Daniel Drumeller
Accountant

David Flynn
Journeyman 

Lineman

William Hart
Journeyman 

Lineman

Tim Hemberger
Journeyman 

Lineman

Becky Grossner
CIS-AMI 

Administrator

Martin Hinton
Purchasing, Design & 

Construction Technician

Jeff  Lancaster
Electrician 
- 1st Class

Sandy Lex
Executive 
Assistant

Jill Mortimer
Member Accounts 

Representative (Part-Time)

Curtis Nichelson
Line Foreman

Dave McCarty
Warehouseman

Shane Norris
Journeyman 

Lineman

Stefan Sporrer
Custodian

Brandon Taylor
Network 

Administrator

Walter Wallace
Journeyman 

Lineman

Kenneth Williamson 
Line Foreman

Sean Koen
2nd Yr Apprentice 

Lineman
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Where Your 
Dollar Goes

Interest on 
Debt & Taxes

4%

Operating Margins
2%

Cost of Power
63%

Operating
Expenses

22%

Depreciation
9%

Revenue and Expenses
For the year 2015 2015 2014

OPERATING REVENUE AND PATRONAGE CAPITAL...................................................... $14,837,666  $15,757,989

 Other Electric Revenue ........................................................................................................... $278,950  $224,405

TOTAL OPERATING REVENUES .............................................................................................. $15,116,616  $15,982,394

OPERATING REVENUE DEDUCTIONS

Cost of Purchased Power ......................................................................................................... $9,482,025  $10,354,233 

   Transmission Expense ............................................................................................................... $4,138  $24,473

   Operations Expense .................................................................................................................. $524,744  $459,469 

   Maintenance Expense .............................................................................................................. $1,031,647  $969,769

   Consumers’ Accounting and Collecting Expenses ......................................................... $307,638  $305,630

   Customer Service and Informational Expense ................................................................ $100,786  $110,510

   Demonstration Salaries and Expenses ............................................................................... $91,614  $86,849 

   General Offi  ce Salaries and Expenses ................................................................................. $743,897  $804,781

   Engineering, Legal and Accounting Services ................................................................... $84,969  $40,505

   Other Administrative and General Expenses ................................................................... $333,004  $321,855

   Maintenance of General Plant ............................................................................................... $144,053  $135,270 

   Depreciation Expenses ............................................................................................................. $1,326,410  $1,299,227 

   Taxes ................................................................................................................................................ $76,993  $105,088

   Interest on Long-Term Loans ................................................................................................. $582,220  $462,013

   Short-Term Interest .................................................................................................................... $8,249  $8,285

   Other Deductions....................................................................................................................... $19,390  $3,045

Total Operating Revenue Deductions ..............................................................  $14,861,777  $15,491,002

Electric Operating Margins  ..............................................................................  $254,839  $491,392

Capital Credits-Associated Organizations ............................................................................ $69,909  $74,292

Capital Credits - G & T................................................................................................................... $0  $0

Non-Operating Margins (Net) ................................................................................................... $39,800  $16,551

Patronage Capital and Margins  .......................................................................  $109,709  $90,843

Net Patronage Capital and Margins  ................................................................  $364,548  $582,235



ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  |  JUNE 2016     16G

Audit
 The fi rm of Dreyer & Kelso, cer ti fi ed public ac coun tants of Mission, 

Kansas, made an au dit of all records of the Rural Elec tric Con ve nience 

Cooperative Co., for the year end ing De c. 31, 2015.

 The fi rm submitted the report of the au dit to all mem bers of the board of direc-

tors, the at tor ney and cop ies are re tained for the co op er a tive records. This report stated 

that the ac counts of said co op er a tive are in ac cor dance 

with the Rural Utilities Ser vice ac count ing pro ce dures and in their opin ion, the balance sheet, 

re lat ed statement of rev e nue and ex pens es and pa tron age cap i tal and other eq ui ties pre sent ed 

fairly the fi  nan cial  position of the co op er a tive as of De c. 31, 2015.

BALANCE SHEET
As of December 31, 2015

ASSETS 2015 2014
VALUE OF ELECTRIC PLANT ................................................................................................. $48,894,176  $47,221,527

Less Provision for Depreciation ............................................................................................. $15,829,624 $14,757,336

NET VALUE OF ELECTRIC PLANT ....................................................................................... $33,064,552 $32,464,191

Cash ................................................................................................................................................. $101,936 $74,243

Investments and Restricted Funds ....................................................................................... $1,414,793 $1,374,739

Accounts, Notes and Interest Receivable .......................................................................... $1,300,153 $1,627,442

Materials and Supplies ............................................................................................................. $461,692 $454,371

Other Assets ................................................................................................................................. $2,405,700 $2,353,973

TOTAL ASSETS ............................................................................................................................ $38,748,826 $38,348,959

LIABILITIES

Memberships ............................................................................................................................... $24,065 $24,020

Consumers’ Deposits ................................................................................................................. $490,600 $488,100

Accounts Payable ....................................................................................................................... $1,048,189 $1,056,983

Accrued Taxes and Interest ..................................................................................................... $412,469 $399,955

Patronage Capital ....................................................................................................................... $11,145,938 $10,851,169

Operating Defi cit (Prior Years) ............................................................................................... $0 $0

Margins (Defi cit) for 2014 ........................................................................................................ $326,881 $565,684

Other Equities .............................................................................................................................. $609,894 $549,346

Other Deferred Credits ............................................................................................................. $185,157 $99,666

Long-Term Debt to RUS, CFC & CoBank ............................................................................. $24,119,161 $23,920,591

Other Noncurrent Liabilities ................................................................................................... $261,472 $248,445

Notes Payable .............................................................................................................................. $125,000 $145,000

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY ....................................................................................... $38,748,826 $38,348,959
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Minutes of the 2015 Annual MemBership Meeting 
of Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative Co.
 The 2015 Annual Meeting of Members 
of Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative 
Co. was held at Glenwood Elementary 
School, Chatham, on June 11, 2015, pursuant 
to Article III, Section I, of the bylaws and 
Notice by the Secretary of Rural Electric 
Convenience Cooperative Co.
 Vice Chairman Chris Wilcox welcomed the 
members.  He introduced Youth Pastor Joel 
Eaton, Chatham United Methodist Church, 
who delivered the invocation.  Vice Chairman 
Wilcox then led the members in the Pledge 
of Allegiance and National Anthem.  
 Chairman Jimmy Ayers called the 
meeting to order at 7 p.m. and announced 
that a quorum was present with 380 
members registered in person or by proxy.  
Chairman Ayers announced the meeting 
would be conducted in accordance with 
Roberts Rules of Order and voting to be 
conducted according to State law.
 Secretary/Treasurer Mel Repscher read the 
Offi  cial Notice of the 2015 Annual Meeting.
 Chairman Ayers introduced each member 
of the Board of Directors.  He introduced 
Attorney Jerry Tice and Cooperative President/
CEO David Stuva.  Chairman Ayers then 
appointed Shelley Crocks as Recording 
Secretary and appointed Vince Fisher Sergeant 
at Arms.
 Chairman Ayers asked for an amendment 
to the Agenda to insert Agenda items 
thirteen, fourteen, fi fteen, and sixteen before 
Agenda item ten. A motion was made to 
amend the Agenda, seconded and approved 
by voice vote. Chairman Ayers announced 
that the Agenda would stand with the stated 
amendment.
 The minutes of the 2014 Annual Meeting 
of Members were presented to the members.  
Chairman Ayers called for a motion to approve 
same as presented. Upon motion duly made, 
seconded and approved by voice vote, the 
minutes of the 2014 Annual Meeting of 
Members were approved as presented.
 Representative Avery Bourne, Illinois 
State Senators Andy Manar and Sam McCann, 
Senior Vice President of Government Aff airs 
and Management Service Doc Mueller, and 
Sangamon County Auditor Andy Goleman 
were introduced along with other guests.
 Vice Chairman Wilcox and Chairman 
Ayers presented service awards to Member 
Accounts Representative, Jill Mortimer, 5 
years; Network Administrator, Brandon Taylor, 
5 years; Warehouseman, Dave McCarty, 
10 years; Equipment Serviceman and 
Mechanic, Clark Bowman, 20 years; Martin 
Hinton, Purchasing, Design & Construction 
Technician, 20 years; Line Foreman, Curt 
Nichelson, 35 years; Director Clayton Bloome, 
5 years; and Director Lou Weitekamp, 5 years.
 Vice Chairman Wilcox announced Lou 
Weitekamp, Thom Hart, and Mel Repscher 

became Board Leadership Certifi ed.
 Vice Chairman Wilcox recognized Tucker 
Launer, Modesto, and Emily Slightom, 
Farmersville, as the winners from our 
Cooperative being sent to our nation’s capital 
for the Youth to Washington trip. Kyler Clark, 
Auburn, raised the funds needed on his own 
to attend the trip.
 Vice Chairman Wilcox also recognized 
Walt Wallace, Clark Bowman, and Kenny 
Williamson for receiving the Touchstone 
Energy Power & Hope Award for assisting 
victims of a wreck in November 2014.
 Chairman Ayers called upon Melvin 
Wempen, Nominating Committee Chairman 
to present the Committee Report. Mr. 
Wempen reported the Nominating 
Committee met on March 10, 2015 and 
nominated Andy Goleman as a candidate 
for Director District 7, Lou Weitekamp as a 
candidate for Director District 8, and Cassie 
Eigenmann as a candidate for Director 
District 9. John Earley was nominated by 
petition for District 9. Two inspectors were 
appointed by each candidate. Chairman 
Ayers appointed one head inspector and one 
alternate. The inspectors are responsible for 
collecting and tallying the ballots.
 Attorney Tice conducted the election 
for Directors for District 7 and District 8. 
He reported that no nominating petitions 
had been fi led. Accordingly, the candidates 
for Director District 7, Andy Goleman, 
and Director District 8, Lou Weitekamp, 
are nominated for a three-year term. The 
Chair entertained a motion to accept the 
nominations of the Nominating Committee 
and cast a unanimous ballot for the 
nominees of these two districts. The motion 
was off ered and seconded and upon voice 
vote, the Chair declared that the motion was 
unanimously carried. 
 The candidates for District 9 each 
addressed the members in attendance. The 
election then proceeded for District 9 with 
Attorney Tice instructing the inspectors to 
collect the ballots and begin the count.
 Secretary/Treasurer Repscher presented 
the Treasurer’s Report. He stated interest, 
depreciation, taxes, required operating 
margins and the cost of purchased power 
combine for nearly 80 percent or $12,814,126 
of the co-op’s total revenue collected. The 
remaining 20 percent is operating expenses.
 Chairman Ayers informed members the 
Rural Hilights newsletter moved to the center 
pages of Illinois Country Living magazine.
 President/CEO Stuva reminded members 
of the SmartHub tool, where you can get 
reports graphing the monthly, daily or hourly 
electric usage. 
 President/CEO Stuva also reminded 
members to use the co-op’s online Outage 
Map to fi nd out whether an outage is 

widespread or maybe just in your area. 
He also stated updates are posted on our 
Facebook page and the automated Notify 24 
call system is activated.
 Chairman Ayers informed the members 
of the co-op’s new Prepaid Electric Service. 
This service allows you to pay for energy 
when you choose and gives you greater 
control over your electric bill. Prepaid Electric 
Service off ers many benefi ts such as no large 
deposits, no late fees, monitor daily usage 
and receive notifi cations. The Prepaid Electric 
Service is strictly voluntary. 
 President/CEO Stuva stated since 2009, 
our power costs from the Illinois Municipal 
Electric Agency have remained steady which 
helps the co-op maintain stable rates. He 
said the co-op promotes energy effi  ciency 
and is always looking for ways to diversify 
our energy supply with renewable energy 
projects like the GobNob Wind Turbine. 
 President/CEO Stuva stated most of our 
purchased power still comes from coal-fi red 
generators. We continue to lobby our elected 
leaders and the Environmental Protection 
Agency regarding costly regulations on exist-
ing coal-fi red plants. President/CEO Stuva 
asked that members fi ll out the Action.co-op 
card or go to Action.co-op to add their voice 
to those co-op members who say America 
needs an “all-of-the-above” approach.
 Chairman Ayers stated the Board of 
Directors is very engaged in the political 
process regarding energy issues. Chairman 
Ayers stated the directors and staff  visited 
the State Capitol in March 2015 to hold short 
meetings with State Senators, Andy Manar 
and Sam McCann and Representative, Avery 
Bourne, C.D. Davidsmeyer and Raymond Poe.
 Chairman Ayers stated on May 14, 2015, 
State Senator LaHood visited the RECC offi  ce. 
He is a candidate for the 18th Congressional 
District special election, following the 
resignation of Representative Aaron Schock.
 Chairman Ayers called for any unfi nished 
business and new business. He informed the 
members of next year’s Annual Meeting on 
June 9, 2016. He thanked all of the members 
for attending this year’s meeting. Prize 
drawings were then held.
 At this time, Chairman Ayers noticed the 
inspectors had returned from counting the 
election ballots. Head Inspector, Vince Fisher, 
came forward and reported that incumbent 
Cassie Eigenmann has been re-elected, 
garnering 238 votes to candidate John 
Earley’s 89 votes. 
 There being no other business, Chairman 
Ayers declared the meeting adjourned sine die.

 Respectfully submitted, 

 Secretary


