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Kendra Flood and Troy Niemerg 
represented Norris Electric 

Cooperative in Washington, D.C., 
during the annual “Youth to 
Washington” Tour, June 12-19. � is 
event, sponsored by the electric and 
telephone cooperatives of Illinois since 
the late 1950s, is an introduction for 
rural youth to our democratic form 
of government and the cooperative 
business model.
 � e students met with Congressman 
John Shimkus and were among 65 
rural Illinois youth leaders selected 
for the trip. � e Illinois students 
joined more than 1,660 young 

Youth To Washington Trip

leaders from across the country 
from 44 states. In addition to the 

Pictured from l-r: Congressman Shimkus, 
Kendra Flood and Troy Niemerg.

Capitol, they also visited Gettysburg, 
Arlington National Cemetery, the 
Washington National Cathedral, sev-
eral Smithsonian Museums, � e U.S. 
Supreme Court, the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum, the World War 
II Memorial, memorials to Presidents 
Lincoln, Je� erson, Washington and 
Roosevelt, the Royal Embassy of 
Saudi Arabia, the Newseum and a 
number of other historical sites.
 Sophomores and juniors in high 
schools that are within the service 
area of Norris Electric Cooperative 
are eligible to participate in the 
annual program.
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Like us on Facebook and Twitter

With heavy hearts, Norris Electric had to say goodbye to one of 
our Journey Linemen. Stanley K. Brooks started his employ-

ment with Norris Electric in 1972. His career with Norris began as a 
janitor working part time through his high school years for $1.75 an 
hour. On June 3, 1974 Stanley was hired full time as a Groundman. 
Within a month, he became an Apprentice Tree Trimmer and within 
a year, he was a Journeyman Tree Trimmer. Stanley was eager to learn 
and eager to please. In October of 1979 he became an Apprentice 
Lineman working out of Newton and in 1982 his work continued in 
the Claremont area. In October 1982 Stan became a Journey Lineman 
and moved his family to E�ngham in 1990 where he worked the 
remainder of his career as maintenance Lineman.
 Stan was not only devoted to his job with Norris Electric but was 
also to the Brotherhood of Linemen, helping out other co-ops in their 
time of need through major snow and ice outages.
 Stanley will long be remembered at Norris Electric as a devoted 
employee but most of all a beloved friend.

Payment 
methods
Norris Electric has several 

di�erent payment options 
for our Members. Check out the 
list below and select the best one 
to suit your lifestyle.

Automatic Draft –  
Each month Norris Electric will 
automatically draft your checking 
or savings account the day before 
it is due. You will never have to 
worry about your bill again! Call 
the o�ce for this convenient 
option.

Bank on-line –  
�is option is set up by your 
bank. An electronic payment will 
be transferred to Norris Electric  
from your bank.

Over the Phone –  
You may choose to call the o�ce 
during working hours and pay 
over the phone using a credit 
card, debit card or e-check.

On-line Payments –  
You can make payments on our 
website. Call the o�ce to get  
a password.

Local Banks –  
�ere are several local banks that 
will accept payment as long as it  
is not past due. Call the o�ce to  
see if your bank participates in  
this service.

Norris Electric Office –  
Members are able to pay at 
the o�ce during the hours of 
7:00am to 5:00pm Monday thru 
�ursday. �ere is also a secure 
drop box at the door where you 
can leave payment if the o�ce  
is closed.

Mail – 
Of course there is always the 
option of mailing your payment.

Stanley K. Brooks 
                                     2/8/1956 – 6/19/2015

http://www.pinterest.com/norriselectric
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Why does the power blink?
By Scott Turner, P.E.

At one time or another, we’ve 
all returned home or woken 

up late for work to see a blinking 
“12:00” on our digital alarm clock. 
You then have to reset every digital 
clock in your household that doesn’t 
have a battery backup, from the 
microwave oven to the answer-
ing machine. Usually, this state of 
“eternal midnight” was caused by a 
“blink” in the electrical system.
 While blinks can be annoying, 
they show that an electrical system 
is working exactly as designed. And 
while Norris Electric has taken 
steps to reduce the number of blinks 
across its power system, there are 
measures you can take as well.
 Let’s look at blinks. �ese 
momentary power interruptions 
can occur anywhere along a power 
system—from the time electrons are 
generated at a power plant to being 
shipped across transmission line to 
substations, or during distribution 
from a substation to your home.

Why blinks?

 Blinks are created when a breaker, 
or switch, opens along any portion 
of the power system. �e breaker 
usually opens because of a large, 
quick rise of electrical current. 
�is large rise, called a fault condi-
tion, can occur when a tree branch 
touches a line, lightning strikes, or a 
wire breaks.
 When this happens, a relay senses 
the fault and tells the breaker to 
open, preventing the ¨ow of power 
to the problem site. After opening, 
the breaker quickly closes. �e brief 
delay, which allows the fault to clear, 
usually lasts less than two seconds.
 If the fault clears, every home or 
business that receives electricity o� 
that power line has just experienced 

a blink. �is could include thou-
sands of accounts if the breaker 
protects a transmission line or a 
substation.

Reducing the blink’s effects

 Your co-op employs methods to 
reduce blink frequency. Tree trim-
ming is probably the easiest and 
most common way, and one area 
where you can help. Make sure your 
co-op knows of any trees or limbs 
located close to a power line. 
 Meanwhile, you can reduce the 
frustration of blinks by purchas-
ing an alarm clock equipped with a 
battery backup. �is type of digital 
clock o�ers “ride through” ability 
for momentary outages. It will also 
keep the correct time and sound 
an alarm in case of a long-duration 
outage, provided a charged battery is 
in place. As an added bene©t, these 
devices only use the battery in the 
event of a power interruption.
 Blinks a�ect all electrical equip-
ment, not just digital clocks. If there 
is a blink while you are operating a 
computer, your computer may crash 
and you will have to reboot, hoping 

all the while that there will be few 
corrupted ©les. 
 An uninterruptible power sup-
ply (UPS) on your computer can 
help prevent information loss. �e 
UPS incorporates surge suppression 
technology with a battery backup 
and provides you some time to save 
whatever you were working on and 
exit your computer properly.

The future of blinks

 Norris Electric operates an active 
system maintenance program and 
works hard to identify and ©x 
sources of service interruptions. 
Even though blinks will never dis-
appear from our electrical energy 
delivery system, by working together 
with we can minimize e�ects of the 
interruptions and the frequency with 
which they occur.

�is article was written by Scott 
Turner, P.E., a former electric co-op 
employee, who is an electrical engi-
neering consultant at his �rm JD 
Engineering, PC, in Hamilton, Mont. 
(www.jdeng.org).
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Visit the Touchstone Energy 
exhibit in the Varied Industries 

Tent at this year’s Farm Progress 
Show, September 1 - 3, in Decatur to 
learn about energy e�  ciency measures 
that will save you money each month 
on your energy bill.
 Stop by and check out the “Energy 
E�  ciency Wall” and other energy 
e�  ciency displays. See what’s new 
in LED lighting with security lights 
and spin the wheel and win a free gift. 
Cooperative members who present 
their Co-op Connections Card will 
receive a special gift just for show-
ing us your card. If you don’t have 
a Connections Card contact Norris 
Electric (877-783-8765) for a new one.
 Illinois Touchstone Energy 
Cooperatives will also be sponsoring 
the Live Line Safety Demo, an electric 
safety demonstration featuring 7,200 
volts of electricity! It is great for kids 
and adults and an experience you will 
not want to miss. Live Line Demo 
will be outside the Varied Industries 
Tent on Junior Lot #549. To learn 
more about Live Line Demo check 
out its website www.livelinedemo.com
 � e Varied Industries Tent runs the 
length of Fifth and Fourth Progress 
Street and is between West Progress 

YOUR COOP CONNECTIONS CARD IS MORE THAN JUST A 

MEMBERSHIP CARD. IT’S A PASSPORT TO MONEY SAVING FEA-

TURES IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD AND NATIONWIDE. WITH 

YOUR COOP CONNECTIONS CARD YOU CAN SAVE MONEY 

WITH LOCAL MERCHANTS IN YOUR AREA PLUS HUNDREDS 

OF ONLINE SPECIALS. YOU CAN ALSO PRINT COUPONS THAT 

ARE ACCEPTED AT YOUR LOCAL SUPERMARKET FROM OUR 

PARTNERSHIP WITH COUPONS.COM. LEARN MORE ABOUT ALL 

THE WAYS YOU CAN SAVE MONEY AT CONNECTIONS.COOP. 

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A CARD, CONTACT NORRIS ELECTRIC 

TODAY.

NORRIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE MEMBERS SAVED 38.37% ON 

PRESCRIPTIONS IN 2014 USING THEIR CO-OP CONNECTIONS 

CARD FOR A TOTAL SAVINGS OF $7,688.98.

Farm Progress Show

and Central Progress Avenue. � e 
Touchstone Energy Cooperative 
exhibit will be on the end cap just 
inside the entrance across from the 
food court on Fourth Progress Street 
or half-way down on Fifth Progress 
Street.
 � e Touchstone Energy Hot Air 
Balloon will be  ̈ying the American 

Flag each morning and weather per-
mitting, the balloon will do a late 
afternoon  ̈ight as well.
 Look for more information in the 
Prairie Farmer Magazine or to learn 
more about the 2015 Farm Progress 
Show visit its website www.farmpro-
gressshow.com.
  Hope to see you there.




