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Norris Electric Awards Scholarships
Three area high school seniors 

have been awarded $1,000 

scholarships from Norris Electric 

Cooperative.

 Katie Deisher, daughter of Rebecca 

Deisher of West Union, was active 

in her high school band and many 

other clubs. She would like to attend 

Indiana State University majoring 

in Interior Architecture Design or 

Graphic Design.

 Sydney Pitts, daughter of Sheri 

Pitts of Olney, has been a member 

of 4-H and FFA for many years and 

plans to attend Olney Central College 

then transfer to the University of 

Illinois Veterinary School.

 Jacob Wirth, son of Jerry and Cathy 

Wirth of Lawrenceville, has been very 

active in multiple sports as well as 

school projects. His goal is to attend 

a local college for general classes then 

transfer to either Purdue or SIU at 

Edwardsville working toward a degree 

in civil or chemical engineering.

 Norris Electric would like to con-

gratulate all graduating seniors and 

wish them the best of luck in continu-

ing their education. 

Katie Deisher and Norris Electric 
Director Justin Parcel

Norris Electric Member Services 
CoordinatorTim Bohnhoff  and 
Sydney Pitts

Jacob Wirth and Norris Electric 
Director Dan Scherer
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Fire pits and outdoor fi re safety
Th e dangers of fi re pits

 Outdoor fi re pits have become all 

the rage in the last few years. A fi re 

pit is perfect for roasting marshmal-

lows in the backyard, warming up a 

cool evening on the patio or adding 

a decorative touch to your outdoor 

living room. For all their coziness, 

however, a fi re pit’s main ingredient 

is fi re – and it must be handled with 

care. In a recent study by UL, many 

parents reported that they consider 

fi re pits, candles and tiki torches 

to be the most hazardous outdoor 

items, but they don’t make safety a 

top priority in outdoor living. Read 

on for tips to avoid the dangers of 

outdoor fi re.

Don’t play with fi re pits!

 Fire pits are generally open; some 

models are nothing more than metal 

bowls fi lled with charcoal or wood. 

Fancier models burn natural or 

propane gas and come with cooking 

grills and other accessories. No mat-

ter which model you go for, be sure 

the whole family knows these fi re 

pit safety rules before you light the 

fi rst fl ame:

 Position it safely. Place or build 

your fi re pit at least 10 feet from 

structures and fl ammable items. 

 Put it on solid ground. Place a 

fi re pit on a solid surface and in 

an open area, avoiding overhang-

ing trees or roofl ines. 

 Keep an extinguisher handy. 

Always keep a fi re extinguisher 

near your fi re pit and know how 

to use it correctly. 

 Man the fl ame. Never leave any 

fi re unattended, especially if chil-

dren are nearby. 

 Stay three feet from the heat. 

Establish a three-foot “kid-free 

zone” around your fi re pit. Teach 

your children and their friends 

the rule and always watch chil-

dren who are near a fi re. 

 Avoid the lighter fl uid. Th e 

National Fire Protection 

Association and the Consumer 

Product Safety Commission say 

pourable gel fuel can cause fl ash 

fi res and burns when added to 

an already burning fi re pit. Both 

organizations warn against using 

gel fuel. 

 Cool it. Th rowing water in a fi re 

pit may not be enough to extin-

guish the fl ame completely. To 

be safe, let coals cool and gently 

pour water over them. Make sure 

the embers are completely extin-

guished before going indoors.

 Source: Underwriters Laboratories 
Inc.

Norris Member Receives IEC Scholarship
Justin Smith of Sumner is one 

of seven winners of this year’s 

Th omas H. Moore Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives (IEC) Memorial 

Scholarship. He is the son of Norris 

Electric Cooperative member, 

Janette Smith and is a senior at Red 

Hill High School.

 Smith competed for the scholar-

ship with 276 other students from 

across the state. Th e $1,500 awards 

are given each year to six sons or 

daughters of electric co-op mem-

bers, and one to the son or daughter 

of a co-op employee or director.

 Candidates were judged on grade-

point average, college entrance exam 

scores, work and volunteer experi-

ence, school and civic activities and 

a short essay demonstrating their 

knowledge of energy cooperatives.

 Keith McKinney, Manager of 

Norris Electric Cooperative said, 

“Th e employees and board members 

of Norris Electric have always been 

involved in our local schools and 

communities. We live here too and, 

like our members, have a vested 

interest in the future of our children. 

Th is scholarship is just one small 

way we can help make a diff erence 

for a student like Justin.”

 Norris Electric Cooperative is a 

member of Touchstone Energy® — 

an alliance of 750 local, consumer-

owned electric utilities around the 

country. Norris Electric is com-

mitted to providing superior ser-

vice based on four core principles: 

integrity, accountability, innovation 

and commitment to commu-

nity. Th e co-op serves more than 

19,313 meters over 4,072 miles of 

line in parts of Clark, Crawford, 

Cumberland, Effi  ngham, Jasper, 

Lawrence, Richland and Wabash 

counties. For more information 

visit www.norriselectric.com. Norris 

Electric Cooperative is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer.

Justin Smith accepts the Th omas 
H. Moore Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (IEC) Memorial 
Scholarship from Norris Electric 
Cooperative Board Director Dan 
Scherer. 
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Norris Electric provides Exede 

broadband service that brings 

together the highest capacity satel-

lite in the world, state-of-the-art 

equipment and breakthrough web 

acceleration technology.  Faster 

speeds allow you to:

 Watch streaming videos, TV 

shows and movies with fewer 

delays from buff ering

 Share more photos remarkably 

fast

 Video chat with less jitter

 Send and receive fi les quickly

 Download and stream music

 Experience exceptionally fast 

web browsing and email

 Exede satellite comes in three 

packages you can choose from. 

No matter which Exede plan you 

choose, it comes with the fastest 

speed available in our area.  Now 

you can choose the plan that’s right 

for you based on how much you use 

the internet.  Here’s how it works: 

Everything you do online involves 

the transfer of data. Some online 

activities, like streaming video and 

downloading movies or software, 

require a lot of data, while other 

activities like email and web brows-

ing use much less.  Th e more you 

do online, the larger your data plan 

should be.

 Along with the monthly package 

there is an upfront fee to purchase 

the equipment.  We also require a 

contract to be signed before installa-

tion.  For peace of mind, the equip-

ment is under warranty for the fi rst 

12 months.  For more information 

on our Summer Special, please call 

Norris Electric at 877-783-8765.

Give your home’s energy use a vacation 
when you’re on vacation
Going on vacation? Even if you 

plan to be away for just a few 

days, you can save energy in your 

home when you travel. Here’s a tip 

from Norris Electric Cooperative that 

can give your utility bill a break when 

you take a break.

 Water heater. Turn down the tem-

perature on your water heater, so it 

doesn’t keep the water warm while 

you are away. 

 Th ermostat. During hot weather, 

turn the thermostat higher on your 

air conditioning system. Th at way, 

you’ll save energy while ensuring 

that your home doesn’t get too warm. 

If you’re away during the winter, 

lower the temperature on your fur-

nace. Th e house can be as cool as 50 

degrees without the risk of your pipes 

freezing.

 Refrigerator. Depending on the 

food stored in your fridge, you may be 

able to turn the thermostat as high as 

38 degrees without risking spoilage. 

Storing water-fi lled bottles in your 

refrigerator can prevent temperature 

fl uctuations, which will save energy. 

Food in the freezer compartment will 

stay frozen if the temperature is –5 

degrees.

 Lights. Turn off  all lights in your 

home. You may want to install timers 

on one or two lights for security.

 Electronics. Unless you’re recording 

something while away, unplug all of 

your electronic devices—computer, 

monitor and printer, TV and cable 

boxes, DVD player, microwave and 

digital clocks. Any electronics with 

digital displays, instant-on features or 

remote controls will consume energy 

even if they’re not in use.

 For other tips on how to save 

energy—and money—visit 

Touchstone Energy’s energy-saving 

website or call the energy experts 

at Norris Electric. Find out how 

the little changes add up at www.

TogetherWeSave.com.

Packages Download Speed Upload Speed Monthly Usage Price

Exede 10 up to 12 Mbps up to 3 Mbps 10 GB $54.95

Exede 15 up to 12 Mbps up to 3 Mbps 15 GB $79.95

Exede 25 up to 12 Mbps up to 3 Mbps 25 GB $129.95
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Liberty and a better life for all
Every July, we take time to refl ect 

on our country’s history and 

remember how the actions of a few 

helped shape the way we live today. 

I think back on the rich history of 

the electric cooperative movement 

and how a small group of determined 

individuals were able to improve their 

quality of life and the quality of life 

for all those who would come after 

them.

 Every day, Norris Electric 

Cooperative members and employees 

pay homage to the legacy of our coop-

erative founders. And, because we are 

a part of an electric cooperative, we 

know we have the power to impact 

our present and shape the future, just 

like those who came before us. 

 Th rough grassroots advocacy eff orts, 

we help infl uence policy decisions that 

will aff ect our communities now and 

for years to come. We are the catalyst 

for change in our communities. We 

leverage our collective power to get 

things done. 

 We work together, partnering with 

other co-ops, local businesses and 

community organizers to achieve eco-

nomic development goals. Creating 

better opportunities and increasing 

the quality of life for our families and 

communities – just as our founding 

co-op members did.

 We understand that the decisions 

we make today could greatly aff ect 

how future generations live, so we 

invest in energy effi  ciency programs 

that protect our future generations 

while still providing high-quality, 

aff ordable electric power.

 Cooperatives are helping to build 

the next generation of leadership 

through our Youth Tour Programs; 

sending high school students to 

Washington, D.C. to meet with law 

makers and get an up-close view of 

how our government functions. Youth 

Tour participants leave our nation’s 

capital feeling energized. It inspires 

them to make a diff erence in their 

communities and gives them a new 

perspective. Youth Tour provides 

young people from our communities 

with an opportunity they may other-

wise have never known. 

 All of these things, plus so much 

more, are what make-up the coopera-

tive diff erence. Th is Fourth of July, as 

we think about the future of electric 

cooperatives and how we will continue 

to shape our country and our society, 

Norris Electric remembers what it 

took to bring power to our communi-

ties and let the determination of those 

who came before us, guide us.


