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Norris Electric

Tasha Sparks, daughter of 
Jerry and Rebecca Sparks of 

rural Newton, was selected as the 
recipient of the 2010 Norris Elec-
tric scholarship. 
 Tasha graduated from New-
ton Community High School 
and plans to attend Saint Louis 
University in the fall to study bio-
chemistry and become a pediatri-
cian. Norris Electric Cooperative 
congratulates Tasha on her past 
achievements and wishes her 
good luck in her future studies.

Norris Electric 
presents 
Scholarship

Sen. John O. Jones and Rep. David Reis met with 24 students represent-
ing Norris Electric Cooperative during the Illinois Electric and Telephone 

Cooperatives Youth Day on Wednesday, April 21, in Springfield. The students 
had an opportunity to view state government in action on probably one of the 
busiest days this year at the state capitol. More than 200 interest groups and an 
estimated 15,000 people converged on the statehouse to ask lawmakers to ap-
prove a tax hike in order to avoid major budget cuts. The students also heard 
from State Treasurer Alexi Giannoulias during their lunch break.
 Pictured in the front row from left are: Rep. David Reis, Shaundra Ayers, 
Bailey Hofmann, Stacey Eskew, Maggie Brown, Laura Soltwedel, Alexis Bol-
yard, Aireca Rich, Lyndee Ruddell, Heather Baker and Sen. John O. Jones. In 
the middle row from the left are: Tim Bohnhoff, Gary Newell, Wes Hagan, Shuo 
Zheng, Cassie Lybarger, Mike Ochs, Dylan Casey, Cory Pike, Lauren Lybarger, 
Tyler Ingram and Dalton Pickens. In the back row from the left are:  Susan 
Platz, Annette Stanciu, Grant Kiger, Daniel Lechman, Mariah Butcher, Aman-
da Baker, Mark Hendricks and Jessica Rich.
 The day was sponsored by the Illinois electric and telephone co-ops and is 
designed to introduce young rural leaders to state government. There were 246 
students representing co-ops from across the state.

Youth Day
Jasper County Director 
Dave Sheppard presents 
scholarship
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Don Wood, Vice President of 
Government Relations for the 

Association of Illinois Electric Coop-
eratives, announced in April the fol-
lowing winners of the 2010 Thomas 
H. Moore Illinois Electric Coopera-
tives (IEC) Memorial Scholarship:

  Josiah Moore of Camp Point, 
whose family receives electricity 
from Adams Electric Cooperative.

 Brian Buss of Bowen, whose 
family receives electricity from West-
ern Illinois Electrical Co-op.

  Ramie Boyer of Lerna, whose 
family receives electricity from 
Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative.

  Devan Dirks of Robinson, 
whose family receives electricity 
from Norris Electric Cooperative.
 In the “son or daughter of an 
electric cooperative employee or 
director” category, the winner of the 
“Earl W. Struck Memorial Scholar-
ship” is Kate Henderson of Flora. 
Kate is the daughter of Clay Elec-
tric’s Line Foreman Daniel Hender-
son.
 The two winners of the scholar-
ships reserved for use at an Illinois 
Community College are:

  Anthony Vaughan whose 
family receives electricity from 
Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative. Anthony is the son of 
David Vaughan, WWCEC Journey-
man Lineman.

  Jonathon Moss. Jonathon’s 
family receives electricity from Illi-
nois Rural Electric Cooperative and 
he is the son of Robert Moss, IREC 
Area Serviceman. The amount of 
each scholarship is $1,250 and 269 
applications were received this year. 

We’d like to inform you of some exciting news. WildBlue has released 
its newest version of the PC Optimizer and it is now available to you 

for download. We encourage you to follow the steps outlined below. We 
believe it will help you browse the Internet faster in just two easy steps.

Step One: Install the Firefox Web Browser (free) 
 Firefox is a popular Web browser that many customers use as an alter-
native to Internet Explorer. WildBlue has been working directly with the 
makers of Firefox to enhance Web performance and page load speeds over 
the WildBlue satellite network. WildBlue test results have been so suc-
cessful that WildBlue recommends that you switch to Firefox immediately. 
To download Firefox, please go to www.firefox.com. Most applications 
perform better on Firefox, however, some business applications may not 
be compatible with this Web browser. Therefore, if you have any “unique” 
applications, you may want to verify first that they are compatible with 
Firefox prior to switching.

Step Two: Install the WildBlue Optimizer (free) regardless of which 
browser you use 
 The Optimizer is a small program that makes a few important adjust-
ments to your Web browsing settings so that they are more compatible 
with WildBlue’s satellite network. Your Web browsing will be faster with 
an optimized connection, especially when you are using Firefox. We rec-
ommend that all PC customers have or install the current version of 
the Optimizer. (WildBlue will be releasing a version for MAC users later 
this year.)  
 To download the WildBlue Optimizer:

Go to www.trueband.net/optimizer and click on “nrtc_windows.
zip.” 
Open the file, then double-click on the file “NRTC” and click 
run. 
Follow the prompts in the set-up wizard to install the Optimizer.   

Once you have finished installing the Optimizer:
Go to your Start menu at the bottom left-hand corner of your 
desktop. 
Click on “Start,” scroll up to “Programs” and find the program 
named “WildBlue.” 
Click “Run Optimizer Ver 3-31-10” and follow the set-up wizard 
to run the Optimizer. 

 To verify that you have successfully installed the Optimizer:
Go to the Start menu, click “Start,” scroll up to “Programs” and find the 
program named “WildBlue.” 
Click “Are you optimized.” The system will tell you whether or not your 
computer is optimized to run on the WildBlue network. 
 If you have questions or have any problems installing the WildBlue 
Optimizer, please contact Tech Support at 1-888-817-8901. Thank you for 
letting us serve you.

WildBlue Internet Team
Norris Electric Cooperative                                                                         

Attention: 
all WildBlue customers

2010 Thomas E. 
Moore Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives 
Memorial 
Scholarship winners 
announced
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Vegetation control schedule

Our present contract with Ameren 
Energy Marketing, AEM, is due to 

expire at the end of 2012. The Board of 
Directors has been negotiating with AEM 
and Southern Illinois Power Cooperative, 
SIPC, of Marion, Ill., for several months. 
At the board meeting on April 21, 2010, 
the Directors of Norris Electric voted to 
pursue a contract for wholesale power 
from SIPC and we are pleased to become 
a customer of SIPC. The cooperative is 
currently working through the legal lan-
guage of the contract and hopes to have 
that finalized very shortly.
 AEM and its predecessor, Central 
Illinois Public Service Company, provided 
Norris Electric wholesale electric power 
for many years and the decision to change 
vendors did not come easy. The decision 
was based on many meetings with both 
vendors and a consultant to review both 
proposals. When the dust settled the 
Board of Directors selected SIPC based 
on its proposal being more economical. 
There were other circumstances that 
helped the Directors make a decision. 
SIPC is part owner of a “state of the art” 
coal fired power plant nearing comple-
tion near Marissa, Ill. That plant is being 
built at the mouth of a coal mine reduc-
ing transportation costs for the coal. The 
price of the coal has been contracted for 
several years. Both these items will help 
to keep energy costs low. The SIPC Power 
Plant south of Marion, Ill. has satisfied 
all known environmental requirements 
so there should be fewer environmental 
costs in the future. The facility at Marion 
is capable of burning coal slurry which can 
also reduce the fuel costs. Regrettably,with 
either vendor the cost of electricity would 
rise dramatically over what our wholesale 
cost is today. Pending legislation related to 
climate change and carbon might cause 
the rates to increase even more.
 The contract is for a 20year term 
with the option to become a member of 
SIPC. Should Norris Electric Cooperative 
wish to become a member, then Norris 
will have representation and a voice on 
the SIPC Board. SIPC is a member-owned 
cooperative much like Norris Electric and 
has a common goal with Norris Electric 
Cooperative to provide reliable and low 
cost electric power to the members we 
serve.

 We will have crews performing routine tree trimming or spray-
ing during July in the following areas:

Richland County
Cumberland County
Effingham County
Crawford County

 These areas have been scheduled quite a bit in advance so our 
plans may change.  You should call us if you have any questions 
relating to a specific area or our vegetation management policies 
and practices.  You may also call us if you wish to make other ar-
rangements for your specific property or to question our vegetation 
control practices.  Our Forestry Department can be reached at 
1-877-783-8765 or 618-783-8765 during working hours.  Our web-
site is www.norriselectric.com.

Norris Electric Cooperative mem-
bers saved 34.1 percent on pre-

scriptions in April 2010 using their Co-
Op Connections card. There were 307 
prescriptions filled at 34 different phar-
macies for a total savings of $6,572.

Co-op Connections Card 
saving members $$$

New wholesale 
power contract
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We have enjoyed a very favor-
able long distance telephone 

rate for several years from Power Net 
Global. Recently PNG adjusted its 
rates and it has adversely affected 
some of our long distance subscrib-
ers. In the past, PNG had one long 
distance rate for everyone in Illinois. 
PNG must use local lines for ac-
cess and those local companies can 
charge different amounts. PNG has 
adjusted its rates depending on the 
area a subscriber is located. Most of 
the subscribers that were affected 
by this are the ones that are in the 
Montrose Mutual Telephone Com-
pany and Illinois Consolidated Tele-
phone Company areas. There may be 
others in different areas but we see 
little change except in the two areas 
mentioned. If you notice your long 
distance bill has increased dramati-
cally, call Tammy at 1-877-796-2333. 
There may be another provider that 
is nearly the same price as PNG be-
fore the change and Tammy can help 
you switch to a new long distance 
provider.

Norris Electric Cooperative line-
men were just a few of the many 

crews involved in moving some very 
large vessels through their service 
area.  The vessels spent several weeks 
in Shawneetown after coming up the 
Ohio River. Because of the size of the 
equipment, road closings and traffic 
delays were unavoidable across the 
southeastern part of the state includ-
ing throughout Norris Electric Coop-
erative’s service area.
 The vessels were the first two of 
seven oversized vessels for use in the 
Robinson Marathon refinery’s ben-
zene-extraction project. The caravan 
slowly made its way from Shawnee-
town to the refinery in Robinson over 
a several day venture. Many people 

watched as the vessels, about two sto-
ries high lying on their sides on flatbed 
trailers, moved past at an average of 7 
mph. 
 Workers used cranes to hoist util-
ity lines and traffic signals out of the 
way. The vessels were accompanied by 
Illinois Department of Transportation 
vehicles, Illinois State Police and Nor-
ris Electric Cooperative vehicles. 
 Marathon spokesperson Nicole 
Hall said the caravan will return to 
Shawneetown for the next shipments. 
The remaining vessels are expected 
to be moved in four shipments over a 
period of 30 to 45 days.

 

Higher 
telephone rates

Refinery vessels roll through 
Norris Electric area

The first of seven vessels scheduled to arrive at the refinery made its way past Norris 
Electric Cooperative’s office on May 11th.  Hundreds turned out to watch the parade 
of trucks and workers escort the 442,000-pound vessel.
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