
Office Closings

In observance of the holidays,  
our office will be closed  

December 26th and January 2nd.
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Monroe Electric News

Inevitably someone on your 

holiday shopping lists qualifies 

as that “hard-to-shop-for person.” 

Safe Electricity recommends getting 

these people practical gifts that will 

help keep them safe. 

 A 

GFCI monitors the amount of 

current flowing from the hot wire 

in the circuit to the neutral or re-

turn wire. If there is any imbalance, 

it shuts off the circuit. A GFCI is 

able to sense a mismatch as small 

as 4 or 5 milliamps, and it can 

react as quickly as one-thirtieth of 

a second. Such a device can avert 

an electrocution or other tragedy 

which might occur without the 

safety of a grounding connection. 

If a GFCI 

outlet does not have a built-in 

tester, this is a useful tool in deter-

mining whether the GFCI protec-

tion of that outlet is functioning 

properly. It is recommended that 

outlets be tested monthly. 

Often the tools or equipment 

necessary for larger projects are 

energized through extension cords 

that are inadequate for the heavier 

electrical load. Make sure the cord 

used is appropriately rated for the 

electrical load to which it will be 

connected.

 Too many ap-

pliances and electronic devices 

plugged into the same circuit may 

require more power than is avail-

able. Tripping a circuit breaker on 

a power strip is much better than 

creating an overload in the circuit 

box in the basement.

Smoke detectors are necessities in 

every home and can save lives. In 

fact, most homes could use more 

of these inexpensive safety devices. 

Even batteries for smoke detectors 

make great gifts. They serve as an 

important reminder that batteries 

should be replaced in smoke de-

tectors twice a year. 

During power out-

ages, it is always a good 

idea to have a flashlight and 

weather radio on hand, so 

this holiday season you can 

make sure your loved ones 

are prepared for the next 

power outage. Plus, if that 

flashlight is a rechargeable 

LED flashlight, you’ve also 

added energy efficiency to 

the gift package!

Electri-

cal contractors have the equipment 

and knowledge to identify poten-

tial electrical problems, and your 

gift certificate may find a hidden 

problem that averts tragedy.

This is an inexpensive tool that 

any DIYer should have as it de-

tects the presence of voltage with-

out touching a bare wire. 

For more information and videos on 
electrical safety, visit www.SafeElec-
tricity.org.

Give practical gifts that help keep loved ones safe

As part of its “Lite for a Bite” CFL 

bulb giveaway program, Monroe 

County Electric Cooperative collected 

over 300 cans and packages of food 

from its Member Appreciation Day 

held on Saturday, October 1. 

 Members could bring in up to four 

cans or packages of food and receive 

CFL light bulbs in exchange. The pro-

gram will be on-going until the end of 

the year or until the bulbs are gone. 

 The membership could also donate 

$1 and receive a CFL light bulb. 

 The food and money was donated 

to the St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Food Pantry in Columbia. 

 We want to thank all the mem-

bers who brought in food or made a 

donation. 

Monroe County Electric Cooperative  
makes donation to food pantry 

Left to right: Cooperative employees; Ron Birkner, Matt Kish, Debra Berg-
man, Tracy Patton, Alisa Wood, Shirley Reinhold, Cindy Myrick and St. 
Paul Food Pantry representatives; Doris Mathews and Sandy Louis.
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Willie’s Live Christmas Tree Words of Wisdom
When you are heading out to 

buy your Christmas tree, 

Willie says lift your tree a few 

inches off the ground, then bring it 

down hard on its stump. If a bunch 

of needles fall off the branches, keep 

looking!

 Charlie Brown’s choice of a live 

Christmas tree was funny and sweet 

in a cartoon, but in real life, a tree 

dropping its needles isn’t a good 

pick. Freshness counts. Christmas 

tree lights, especially the old-fash-

ioned bulbs, can get very hot and 

create a greater fire hazard if the tree 

is already dry and brittle. So if you 

are skipping the artificial tree this 

year in lieu of a real tree, here are 

tips to make sure your family picks 

one that is fresh and remains so 

throughout the holidays: 

Once your family finds a tree 

that’s the right size and shape, 

gently take hold of a branch about 

6 inches from the tip and pull 

your hand toward you, allowing 

the branch to slip through your 

fingers. Though some trees are 

prickly, the needles should stay on 

the tree and not come off in your 

fingers. Also lift the tree and bring 

Digital illustration by Richard G. Biever

it down as Willie suggests.

As soon as you get your choice of 

a fresh tree home, the stem end 

should be cut off at least 1 inch 

straight across the bottom and the 

tree set in water. Cut trees will be 

thirsty. Make sure you refill the 

water daily.

Cutting your tree at a local tree 

farm, where you ride a wagon into 

the fields, will ensure you get a 

fresh tree — and makes wonderful 

memories, too!

Never use damaged strands of 

lights to decorate any tree, live or 

artificial.

Always turn off the tree lights 

when no one is around and before 

you go to bed.

 Decorating with lights this holiday season? Consider light-

emitting diodes (LEDs).

 They cost more initially but last twice as long as traditional 

lights, and you'll recover the difference in three to four years.

Efficient. LEDs use between 1 kWh and 3 kWh of energy, com-

pared to between 12 kWh and 105 kWh for traditional lights, 

saving $11 every holiday season.

Durable. LEDs last about 4,000 hours. They're also made of 

plastic and less likely to break.

Don't want to use LEDs? 

Consider trimming back the number of hours your traditional 

lights are on to six hours or less each day.

Light up holiday savings with LEDs

Sources: Consumer Reports, Alliance to Save Energy
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Support area youth with a Christmas  
tree purchase from Optimist Club

The Waterloo Optimist Club 

will again be selling Christmas 

trees next to Diehl’s Florist store on 

Roger’s Street in Waterloo starting 

on Saturday, November 26.  

 The Waterloo Optimist Club is an 

organization committed to raising 

money for the benefit of the youth 

of our community.

 Please show your support by pur-

chasing your Christmas tree from 

the Optimist Club tree lot and help-

ing our area youth.

Reminder: Deadline for 2012 IEC Scholarship  
applications approaching

Eight scholarships of $1,250 each 

will be awarded in 2012 to eli-

gible high school seniors through the 

Illinois Electric Cooperative (IEC) 

Memorial Scholarship Program.

 Four scholarships will be awarded 

to students who are the sons or 

daughters of an Illinois electric co-

operative member receiving service 

from the cooperative. A fifth schol-

arship, the Earl W. Struck Memorial 

Scholarship, will be awarded to a 

student who is the son or daughter 

of an Illinois electric cooperative 

employee. The sixth and seventh 

scholarships are reserved 

for students enrolling 

full-time at a two-year 

Illinois community col-

lege who are the sons or 

daughters of Illinois electric 

cooperative members, employees 

or directors. The eighth scholarship 

is the “Lavern and Nola McEntire 

Lineworker’s Scholarship.” Individ-

uals eligible for this scholarship are 

children of military veterans, co-op 

members and co-op employees / di-

rectors.  Individuals wanting to ap-

ply or needing further information 

should call the coopera-

tive at (800)757-7433 

or 939-7171 ext. 15. 

You can also go to our 

website at www.mcec.

org – “Member Info” and then 

“Downloads” to print off the 

forms.

 The deadline for all the scholar-

ships except the “Lavern and Nola 

McEntire Lineworker’s Scholar-

ship” is December 31st, 2011.  The 

deadline for the “Lavern & Nola 

McEntire Lineworker’s Scholarship” 

is April 30th 2012.

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc.

Think of others this holiday season by donating 
canned goods to MCEC’s Lite 4 Bite program. 

We’ll give you free compact fluorescent lights (CFLs) 
in exchange for your canned goods. All donations 
will be distributed to local food pantries within the 
MCEC service territory. Thank you!
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