
The membership of Monroe 

County Electric Cooperative is 

invited to our “Member Apprecia-

tion Day” at the cooperative office 

on Saturday, October 1, from 9 a.m. 

until 1 p.m.

The “Member Appreciation Day” 

will offer the membership a chance 

to visit the cooperative office and 

meet the employees and directors of 

the co-op.

Refreshments available will in-

clude donuts, coffee/milk/juice  for 

the early attendees and  hot dogs, 

chips, cookies, soda & bottled water.

For the fourth year in a row, we 

plan to have the Touchstone Energy 

Hot Air balloon (weather permit-

ting) and will be giving tethered bal-

loon rides (straight up and down) to 

the members. Last year the weather 

did not cooperate and we had to 

cancel the balloon.

If conditions prove unfavorable 

for the balloon, we will offer bucket 

truck rides as an alternative, barring 

any rain.

Members who have young chil-

dren are encouraged to come out 

as well. We will again have several 

items for the younger crowd which 

will include:

Rides in the Touchstone Energy 

Balloon 

2 - Inflated moonwalkers for the 

children to bounce in

Helium balloons will be given out

Face painting and Touchstone 

Balloon Temporary Decals for 

the kids

Fresh grilled hot dogs, with chips, 

soda and cookies to enjoy

Again this year, we will have our 

Blower Door System set up, as well 

as our Infrared Camera System.  

We use these two systems when we 

perform energy audits.  This is a free 

service to our membership.

We will also have area vendors 

here who sell energy efficient systems 

and products.  You will have a chance 

to meet with representatives of geo-

thermal and heat pump dealers.

We will have attendance gifts for 

each membership that visits and also 

a Grand Prize drawing.

So come out on Saturday,  the 1st 

of October, take a hot air balloon 

ride, have a hot dog and say “Hi” at 

our “Member Appreciation Day”.

Member Appreciation Day set for Saturday, October 1

Across The 
President’s 
Desk

Alan W. Wattles
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Office closed 
Monday, 

September 5th 
for Labor Day.

Portable welders: Necessary, but deadly on the farm
On many farms they are integral 

to keeping equipment repaired and 

functional, but on other farms they 

are death lurking at the end of a 

frayed cable.  Portable welders in 

good condition and used properly 

are valuable allies in reducing down 

time in the press of fieldwork.  But 

many farmers and farm workers 

have not only suffered debilitat-

ing shocks, but electrocution from 

welding equipment that is not 

maintained and should have been 

replaced long ago.  Safe Electricity, 

a program of the Energy Education 

Council, strongly urges farmers to 

keep welding equipment in good 

repair as a matter of course.

On a hot July day when a rotary 

mower required repairs, a 43-year-

old Michigan dairy farmer plugged 

in a 240-volt portable arc welder to 

fix a broken stone guard. The ground 

wire on the plug was broken off, 

both welder cables had exposed wir-

ing, and the ground clamp wiring 

was almost completely exposed ac-

cording to national safety inspectors 

who investigated the death.  They 

reported the victim had been elec-

trocuted because of the overall poor 

condition of the welding equipment, 

which was bought used about 40 

years before the accident and caused 

the mower to be energized.

Such avoidable tragedies happen 

periodically in rural America, where 

welding equipment is frequently 

found in farm shops.  Many farm-

ers either learned welding in high 

school vocational agriculture classes 

or are self taught, and have respect 

for the danger created when using 

welding equipment.  However, most 

safety concerns focus on the poten-

tial burns from welding rods, hot 

metal, or the electrical arc, as well as 

fire potential from sparks, but not 

necessarily of electrocution.  In the 

case of the dairy farmer, welding was 

a routine task, but the worn cables 

and broken grounding plug were 

responsible for the electrocution.

Safe Electricity recommends 

maintaining equipment in good 

operating condition as well as the 

protective personal equipment that 

should be worn.

Specifically, farmers are urged 

to ensure that grounding plugs are 

completely functional, and ground-

less adaptors should not be used.  

Welding cables and grounding 

clamps should be completely in-

sulated because of the danger that 

results from broken insulation.

Another welding fatality occurred 

when a 44-year-old Michigan farm-

er connected a second set of weld-

ing cables to enable him to reach a 

wagon that was being repaired.  A 

240 volt, 90 amp, portable welder 

had been turned on, and the victim 

crawled under the wagon to begin 

welding.  The combination of his 

perspiration, damp soil, and the bare 

connectors caused a fatal electric 

shock according to authorities, even 

though he was 10-12 feet away from 

where the connectors were lying on 

bare ground.

Safe work procedures need to be 

developed for welding, such as using 

extended reach cables if the welder 

cannot be placed adjacent to the 

worksite.  Connect the grounding 

clamp as close as possible to the area 

being welded, and ensure it is in 

good condition, as well as the grip 

for the electrode

Properly sized ground fault circuit 

interrupters (GFCI), which shut off 

power instantly if there’s a problem, 

should be used. In the second ac-

cident, a GFCI would have shut 

off the circuit when electricity was 

leaking into the ground because of 

frayed or worn cords between the 

welder and the outlet box.

Co-op Connections Card 
Saving Members $$$

Monroe County 

Electric Coopera-

tive members saved 53.22 

percent on prescriptions 

in June 2011 using their 

Co-Op Connections card.  

Year-to-date, 64 prescrip-

tions were filled for a total 

savings of $4,146.
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The Savings of Replacing
Incandescent Bulbs with CFLs

If you replaced 5 incandescent bulbs in your home 

with CFLs, you would save $22 per year. Over 

the lifetime of the CFLs, you will save $199! (This is 

hours life will be replaced with 14 watt CFLs with 

a 10,000 hours life, at 3 hours a day use, at a rate of 

.0888/kWh.) Now if you replaced 10 incandescent 

light bulbs, you could save $44 per year. Over the 

lifetime of the CFLs, you will save $398! Above is a 

graph showing the savings!
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MCEC Line Outages - July 2011
Time Off Duration Location Cause Desc Sub

1:46 Fults to Levee Rd vehicles or machinery Fults

1:15 Bohleysville Rd lightning N. Waterloo

2:29 Lower Saxtown Rd trees, other Millstadt

0:32 Columbia Quarry Rd vehicles or machinery Millstadt

1:33 Floraville Rd lightning N. Waterloo

1:24 Cedar Lake Rd other, faulty equipment N. Waterloo

0:58 Country Side Ln trees, other Smithton

IL Rt 156 other, deterioration Waterloo

0:43 Trolley Rd unknown N. Waterloo

Nevious Ln member caused East Carondelet

Kern Rd other, faulty equipment Poe

2:40 Powell Rd trees, other Poe

2:18 Imbs Station Rd lightning East Carondelet

3:44 Red Bud Area power supplier Poe

4:05 Fults Area power supplier Fults

3:52 Waterloo Area power supplier Waterloo

Red Bud Area maintenance Poe

6:12 East Carondelet Area power supplier East Carondelet

5:09 Waterloo Area power supplier N. Waterloo

4:01 Country Side Ln trees, other Smithton

Monroe_09_11.indd   4 8/17/11   3:58 PM


