
Across The 
President’s 
Desk

Alan W. Wattles

Jacob Franke from Fults and 

Dylan Groce from Columbia 

represented Monroe County 

Electric Co-Operative, Inc. in 

Washington, D.C., during the an-

nual “Youth to Washington” Tour, 

June 11-18. This event, sponsored by 

the electric and telephone coopera-

tives of Illinois, began 51 years ago 

to introduce rural youths to our 

democratic form of government and 

cooperatives.

The students met with Rep. Jerry 

Costello and were among 66 rural 

Illinois youth leaders selected for 

the trip. The Illinois students joined 

1,496 young leaders from across the 

country. In addition to the Capitol, 

they also visited Arlington National 

Cemetery, the Washington National 

Cathedral, several Smithsonian 

Museums, the U.S. Holocaust 

Memorial Museum, the World War 

II Memorial, the Royal Embassy of 

Saudi Arabia, the National Archives, 

the Newseum and a number of 

other historical sites.

From left are Jacob Franke, Rep. 

Jerry Costello and Dylan Groce.

A week in Washington

OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED
In observance of Labor 
Day, the office will be 
CLOSED on Monday, 

Sept. 6, 2010.
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Monroe Electric News

Getting back on line

One stop and an
entire subdivision
has power again.
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Energized power lines Location of damage
Un-energized power lines

Repairs
start here

Transmission
lines

1

  

We have come to expect that if we lose 
electric service it will be restored within 
a few hours at most. But when a dev-

astating event, like a tornado, ice or snow storm 
causes major damage to a co-op’s system, longer 
outages cannot be helped. Crews work long, hard 
hours restoring service, but it’s a task that needs to 
be done methodically to be done safely.
 Every electric cooperative follows a basic prin-

ciple when it comes to restoring power — prior-
ity goes to the lines that will get the most people 
back in service the quickest. There could be other 
priorities related to life support or other critical 
needs. This usually begins with main lines from the 
substations that can affect 200-600 members, and 
continues out to tap lines, which may affect 30-200 
members, and then to individual service lines af-
fecting just 1-5 members.

Step 2: With the main line restored, 

the line crew can isolate other dam-

age and prioritize re-pairs. Though a 

couple of repairs were closer, fixing 

the line that serves this subdivision 

down the road will get a larger num-

ber of consumers on more quickly.

Step 1: The substation is energized but a main distribu-

tion line is damaged near the substation, leaving most 

members without power. 

 All repairs start with the main line. A large number of 

members will have power returned once the main line is 

fixed. All other repairs would be pointless until this line 

is restored as it feeds all the other lines.
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This repair restores
power to these

homes and farm.

Individual repairs
begin once all other
lines are repaired.

5

Back down the road, the
crew makes one repair
and restores power to

this stretch of line.

3

Step 5: Only after the tap lines are repaired does the 

crew start work on individual service lines. The crew 

has been past the blue home three times and could have 

stopped to restore power anytime after the first main 

line was repaired and electricity was flowing to the pole 

nearby. But it’s not fair to other members for a crew to 

spend hours fixing one outage, when the crew can move 

down the road and restore power to dozens of homes in 

the same amount of time.

Step 4: A smaller tap line serving a 

number of homes and the farm on 

the hill is next on the list for the line 

crew. The move probably doesn’t make 

the folks in the blue house too happy. 

They’ve seen the crew driving by their 

home and working right across the road. 

They see lights in homes of all their 

neighbors but they don’t have power! 

That’s because even though electricity 

is coming to their pole (that happened 

with the first repair in Step 1), the ser-

vice line from their pole to their meter is 

damaged. Individual repairs come after 

all distribution and tap lines are restored.

Step 3: Moving back down the road to fix 

this tap line will restore electricity to the 

three This repair restores homes marked 

with arrows.
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Monroe Electric News

First thing to do if power should go out

When a member’s power goes out, one of the 

first thing’s we ask them to do is to check 

their breakers or fuses to make sure they are OK. 

By doing this, it can be determined if the problem 

is on the member’s side of the meter (and their 

responsibility to take care of it) or on Monroe 

County Electric Co-Operative’s side (our respon-

sibility). If the problem is on Monroe County  

Electric’s side, call our office to report the outage, 

and we will come out and take care of it.

 Thanks to our new AMR digital meters, there is 

a new and easier way to determine where the prob-

lem may be. If power should go out, just go out to 

the meter and see if the digital display is there. If 

there is a display, that indicates that the problem is 

probably on the member’s side of the meter. Then 

check the breakers under the meter or the breakers 

or fuses in the house or building.  

 However, if there is NO display, the problem 

is Monroe County Electric Co-Operative’s so we 

will come out and take care of it.

g
Check here for a display.

If there is a display,
check your breakers and fuses.

NO DISPLAY?
Call Monroe 

Electric!

Date Duration # Out Location Cause Desc Sub

06/01/10 0:45 211 Lou Dell Subdivision Small animals or birds        N. Waterloo

06/02/10 2:30 24 State Route 159 Lightning                     Poe

06/03/10 2:18 24 State Route 159 Lightning                     Poe

06/03/10 0:44 18 Lou Dell Subdivision Small animals or birds        N. Waterloo

06/07/10 1:43 202 Triple Lakes/

Stemler Rd

Equipment                     Milstadt

06/08/10 0:40 270 Sutterville Rd Lightning                     Fults

06/08/10 0:32 55 LL Rd Lightning                     Poe

06/08/10 0:12 36 Bluff Rd Lightning                     Fults

06/12/10 1:03 9 Kern Rd Other, deterioration          Poe

06/17/10 0:44 25 Lou Dell Subdivision Small animals or birds        N. Waterloo

06/20/10 2:19 506 Fults Area Electrical overload           Fults

06/20/10 2:08 1050 Red Bud Area Electrical overload           Poe

06/20/10 1:08 548 State Route 156 Lightning                     Waterloo

06/20/10 4:29 11 JJ Rd Trees, other                  Waterloo

06/26/10 3:55 207 Country Club Rd Other, faulty equipment       N. Waterloo

MCEC Large Outages for June 2010
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