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Across The 
President’s 
Desk

Alan W. Wattles

Fireworks and flags. Cookouts and 

cold drinks. The Fourth of July is 

a festive day on which we celebrate 

our nation’s independence with 

family and friends. Typically, this is 

not a day of quiet reflection. While 

we spend a lot of energy having 

fun, if we give any thought about 

our forbearers and their determined 

efforts to bring about our nation’s 

independence, it’s fleeting.

An independent spirit is a part of our DNA
 However, it is worth reflecting 

that this uniquely American spirit 

of independence remains part of 

our collective DNA more than 200 

years after the independent nation 

of the United States was formed and 

the Declaration of Independence 

was crafted. And this sense of 

independence has served us well. 

For example, more than 70 years 

ago, an independent streak inspired 

groups of farmers across America’s 

countryside to band together and 

improve their quality of life. Aside 

from President Franklin Roosevelt’s 

promise of federal aid in the form of 

low-interest loans and engineering 

expertise, rural Americans had little 

help in bringing electricity to their 

homes. So, they did it themselves 

by pulling together and working 

cooperatively  a shining example 

of American determination and 

ingenuity.

 For the past 40-plus years, nearly 

every president since Richard 

Nixon, during the time of the Arab 

oil embargo, has talked about the 

goal of U.S. energy independence 

reducing our reliance on imported 

oil and other forms of foreign energy. 

Today, while we still have a ways 

to go, we are closer to that goal 

than ever before. We are exporting 

more gas and importing less 

foreign fuel than in recent memory. 

American ingenuity in the form 

of new technology and innovation 

is opening up more options and 

spurring greater efficiency across all 

forms of energy.  

The road to energy independence
 Consumers have an important 

role to play in the road to energy 

independence. They don’t have to 

wait for Democrats and Republicans 

to agree or environmentalists 

and fossil fuel advocates to reach 

consensus on a path to energy 

independence. Consumers can 

play a part in moving us toward 

national energy independence by 

taking action in simple, practical 

ways insulating and caulking around 

windows, doors and electrical outlets; 

washing clothes in cold water instead 

of hot; replacing air filters; installing 

a programmable thermostat; 

and using more energy efficient 

appliances and home heating 

and cooling systems. Efficiency 

efforts can cut costs for individual 

households, but the collective benefit 

to our country is even greater.

If we all work together to achieve 

increased energy efficiency 

and reduce our overall energy 

consumption, we can make even 

more progress on our road toward 

energy independence. At Monroe 

County Electric Co-Operative, we 

want to be a resource for you in 

this effort. We can provide energy-

saving tips tailored for your unique 

household needs.

Electric co-ops provide renewable 
energy resources
 In addition, Monroe County 

Electric, along with other electric 

co-ops across the country, have 

been actively engaged in promoting 

renewable energy resources like 

wind, solar, hydropower and biomass 

(including landfill gas, livestock 

waste, timber byproducts and crop 

residue). Today, nearly 95 percent 

of the nation’s 900-plus electric 

co-ops provide electricity produced 

by renewable sources, all playing a 

key role in powering rural America 

while fostering our nation’s energy 

independence.  

 So this Fourth of July, as you gaze 

up at the fireworks lighting up the 

night sky, reflect on the enduring 

spirit of independence that is integral 

to our American character.

The power of American independence
Celebrating July 4th and declaring our energy independence
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While your utility does every-

thing it can to reduce the 

possibility of outages to your home 

or business, they do occur. Th ere are 

a variety of reasons power outages 

can occur, including severe storms 

causing major damage, lightning 

strikes, tree limbs coming into con-

tact with power lines, vehicles crash-

ing into utility poles, and  animals 

such as squirrels causing short 

circuits while climbing electrical 

equipment.

 Whatever the reason, rest assured 

your utility is working as fast as 

it can to get your power restored 

quickly and safely. While each  utility 

has its own system for  restoring 

power during an outage, many of 

the following steps will be similar 

from utility to utility.  

 Th e number one focus of your 

utility will be public safety. Th is 

means crews will clear lines and 

equipment that could pose safety 

hazards to the public. Next, it 

will turn its attention to power 

 generation facilities that generate 

the actual electricity that powers 

your home or business. After that 

come transmission line and sub-

station equipment repairs. Th en, 

your utility will focus on feeder lines 

that can serve one to 3,000 custom-

ers, tap lines that  provide power 

to 20 to 30 homes or  businesses, 

and then connections to individual 

customers.  

 How long it takes to get your 

power restored depends on the 

extent of the storm’s destruction, 

the number of outages, and when it 

becomes safe for utility personnel to 

get to the damaged areas. 

 Whether long or short, it pays to 

know what to do when the power 

goes out so you can keep your  family 

safe. Monroe County Electric and 

Safe Electricity, our safety partner, 

suggests you:

Call your electric utility 

 immediately to report the outage.

Use safe alternative food 

 preparations. A barbecue grill is 

an excellent way to prepare food. 

Always grill outside.

Have a storm kit (with items 

like fl ashlights, battery-operated 

radio, batteries, and fi rst-aid 

supplies) prepared for use  during 

power outages.

Turn off  electrical appliances 

and unplug major  electronics, 

including computers and 

 televisions. Power sometimes 

comes back in surges, which can 

damage electronics. Your circuits 

could overload when power 

returns if all your elec tronics are 

still plugged in and on. Leave 

one light on to indicate that 

power has been restored. Wait 

a few minutes and then turn on 

other appliances and  equipment 

one at a time.

 For more information visit 
SafeElectricity.org.

Staying Safe 
Until Power is Restored

There are many steps in the assessment and restoration 
process—clearing downed power lines; ensuring public health 
and safety facilities are operational; checking power stations 
and transformers; repairing transmission lines, substations, and 
distribution lines; and getting power restored to consumers 
within the various damaged areas. 

Drinking water & food 
Blankets, pillows, & clothing 
Basic first-aid supplies
Prescriptions
Basic toiletries
Flashlights 
Battery-operated radio
Battery-operated clock
Extra supply of batteries 
Phone
Cash and credit cards
Emergency numbers
Important documents (in a 
waterproof container)
Toys, books, & games
Baby supplies 
Pet supplies 

Stay safe until we can restore 
power to you. We and our 
partner Safe Electricity 
recommend the following 
safety precautions:

#? 

How long it takes to get your power restored 
depends on:

the extent of the storm’s destruction
the number of outages
when it becomes safe for utility 
personnel to get to the damaged areas

Storm Safety Kit

Stay far away and keep others away from 
downed power lines. Just because they are
damaged does not mean they are dead!
Never enter a flooded room if electrical outlets 
are submerged. The water could be energized.
Do not turn power off if you must stand in 
water to do so.
Before entering storm-damaged buildings, 
make sure electricity and gas are turned off.
If you clean-up outdoors after a storm, do not
use electric equipment when it is wet out.
If you are driving and come upon a downed 
power line, stay away and keep others away. 
Contact emergency personnel or your utility 
company to address the downed power line. 
If your vehicle comes in contact with a downed 
power line, do not leave the car! Wait for 
utility professionals to make sure the power 
line is de-energized before exiting the car.
  

Understanding power outages and staying safe
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MCEC line outages - May 2015
Date Duration # Out Location Cause Desc Substation
 05/01/15  2:12  35  Triple Lakes Rd  UNKNOWN                        Millstadt

 05/02/15  1:17  4  Crook Rd  UNKNOWN                        Poe

 05/09/15  4:57  19  Arbor Ridge Subdivision  OTHER, DETERIO-

RATION          

 Millstadt

 05/11/15  0:56  6  Otten Rd  UNKNOWN                        East Carondelet

 05/11/15  2:09  361  Waterloo Area  OTHER, FAULTY 

EQUIPMENT       

 Waterloo

 05/12/15  1:09  37  Steritt Run Subdivision  OTHER, DETERIO-

RATION          

 N. Waterloo

 05/12/15  0:10  47  Bushy Prairie Rd  MAINTENANCE                    Waterloo

 05/14/15  0:43  25  Concordia Church Rd  SMALL ANIMALS OR 

BIRDS        

 East Carondelet

 05/15/15  0:49  3  Geo Leilich Rd  LIGHTNING                      New Athens

 05/16/15  1:16  1  Geo Leilich Rd  UNKNOWN                        New Athens

 05/17/15  1:39  51  Brandt Rd  UNKNOWN                        Fults

 05/26/15  1:03  10  Rt 159  TREES, OTHER                   New Athens

 05/27/15  1:06  47  Bushy Prairie Rd  LIGHTNING                      Waterloo

 05/29/15  0:47  47  Bushy Prairie Rd  LIGHTNING                      Waterloo

 05/30/15  2:28  51  Brandt Rd  TREES, OTHER                   Fults


