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Across The
President’s 
Desk

Alan W. Wattles

Come join us at Member Appreciation Day, 
Saturday, June 6th!

The membership of Monroe 

County Electric Co-Operative 

is invited to our “Member Apprecia-

tion Day” at the cooperative offi  ce 

on Saturday, June 6th, from 10:00 

a.m. until 2:00 p.m.

 Th e “Member Appreciation Day” 

will off er our members a chance to 

visit the cooperative offi  ce and meet 

the employees and directors of the 

co-op.

 Refreshments available will in-

clude grilled bratwursts, hot dogs, 

chips, cookies, soda/bottled water 

and ice cream.

 Members who have young chil-

dren are encouraged to come out as 

well. We will again have several items 

for the younger crowd which will 

include:

 2 - Infl ated moonwalkers for 

the children to bounce in

 Bring your cameras for our 

Pole Climbing Adventure

 2 – balloon artists from Way 

Cool Balloons will be here

 Face painting and Touchstone 

Balloon Decals 

 Fresh grilled bratwurst, hot 

dogs, with chips, soda, cookies 

and ice cream to enjoy

 Again this 

year, we will 

have our 

Blower Door 

System set 

up, as well as 

our Infrared 

Camera Pic-

ture Display. 

We use these 

two systems 

when we per-

form energy 

audits and can 

show you where 

your home is leak-

ing energy. Th is 

is a free service to 

our membership.

 We will also 

have area vendors 

here who sell ener-

gy effi  cient systems 

and products. You 

will have a chance 

to meet with rep-

resentatives of geothermal and heat 

pump dealers and insulation dealers.

 We will have attendance gifts for 

each membership that visits and also 

a Grand Prize drawing.

 So bring the kids and come out on 

Saturday, June 6th, enjoy some good 

food and fun at our “Member Ap-

preciation Day.”
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If you’re on submetered rate “14”, call us! We 
may have another rate that could save you money.

Members on rate 14 could benefit from our 

other “all-electric rate” and save money. Rate 

14 was developed in the mid-1980s and promoted 

as a “Dual Fuel” rate. If the member had a second 

heating source other than electric, and they allowed 

the cooperative to radio control their heating during 

the peak times, the kilowatts used for electric heat 

were sold at a much lower rate.

 Since that time, we have not had to control these 

“Dual Fuel” accounts but they still benefitted from 

the rate in savings. We developed another all electric 

rate using one meter with three rate blocks (Rate 

16).

 Call the member services dept. at 939-7171, ext. 

115 and let us do an analysis on your usage history. 

If it shows you would save money, we can switch 

you to rate 16.

Help ease summer demand with the ‘Summer Shift’

Warm weather brings 

an opportunity to 

 participate in the coop-

erative’s summer Togeth-

erWeSave  campaign, “The 

Summer Shift” by  limiting 

the amount of energy you 

use from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

weekdays.

 This is our region’s peak 

demand time for energy, and 

the most expensive time of 

day to buy electricity from 

the market. It is also the 

time of day when costly 

wholesale energy demand 

charges are assessed to the 

cooperative.

 We need your help to curb use 

during those peak hours. We need to 

use less electricity during the sum-

mer peak demand to accomplish 

that.

 All members can help by  delaying 

energy use as much as possible on 

hot summer days to help us hold 

the line on rates. We ask you to do 

“the Summer Shift” and move your 

electricity use outside the 11 a.m. to 

7 p.m. window as much as is reason-

able and possible for your household.

It’s about community
 Together we can shift the time of 

our use of any non-essential electric-

ity to avoid these peak hours. Please 

plan to move optional power use 

outside the summer peak demand 

window, using it before 11 a.m., after 

7 p.m. or on weekends.

 Our goal is to lower our entire 

co-op’s demand for power during 

these more costly summer peak 

demand hours to prevent higher 

energy charges from being passed 

along to you, our members. It is our 

goal to provide reliable access to all 

the power your family needs and to 

help you use it most wisely to help 

manage our costs today and in 

the future.

What can you do?
 Do “The Summer Shift”: 

Shifting your family’s electric-

ity use to before 11 a.m. and 

after 7 p.m. on weekdays is 

the key.

 Do you have any elec tricity 

needs that can be done earlier 

in the day or later in the eve-

ning? Can you wait until after 

7 p.m. to recharge portable 

elec tronics and cell phones? 

Can you delay laundry until 

after 7 p.m., or move some of 

it to the weekends?

 You may decide it is time to try 

raising the temperature a couple of 

degrees on your air  conditioning or 

switching to cycled air conditioning. 

Perhaps closing your drapes during 

the day so your air conditioner runs 

less is a pos sibility for you.

 Our website and TogetherWeSave.

com have plenty of ideas for you to 

help lower your energy use. Call our 

energy  advisor for a free home or 

business energy assessment, or ask 

about a full energy audit. We can 

work together to figure out what 

makes sense for your household. To-

gether We Save.
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MCEC line outages - April 2015
Date Duration # Out Location Cause Desc Substation
04/08/15 1:20 3 Amberwood Ln Lightning Poe

04/09/15 3:57 450 New Athens/Smithton Area Wind, not trees New Athens

04/09/15 3:44 34 Press Rd No cause code Smithton

04/18/15 1:54 21 Lower Saxtown Rd Unknown Millstadt

04/25/15 1:16 38 IL Rt 156 Small animals or birds Waterloo

04/27/15 0:27 7 Bluff Rd Maintenance Fountain

04/27/15 0:52 30 Arbor Ridge Subdivision Small animals or birds Millstadt

Three area students will represent Monroe County 
Electric Cooperative on the annual “Youth to 
Washington” tour in June

Avery Lubbes, son of Kevin and 

Debra Lubbes of Valmeyer, 

Noah Carpenter, son of Tammy 

Carpenter of Freeburg and Kara 

Luechtefeld, daughter of Mark and 

Karen Luechtefeld of Belleville 

were selected as winners of the 2015 

Youth to Washington contest, spon-

sored by your electric cooperative.

 The three students attended Youth 

Day in Springfield along with the 

other six participating students. 

Their winning applications were se-

lected from a group of nine.

 Avery will be a senior at Valmeyer 

High School. Noah will be a senior 

at Freeburg High School, and Kara 

Luechtefeld will be a senior at Bel-

leville West High School in the fall.

 All three students are very active 

with school and extracurricular ac-

tivities.

 The Youth to Washington trip 

is scheduled for June 12 – 19 

and is an all-expense paid tour of 

Washington, D.C. This tour has 

been a nationwide tradition of the 

electric cooperatives since 1957.

We congratulate all three 
winners!

Avery Lubbes Noah Carpenter Kara Luechtefeld

Going on vacation? Remember that much of your 
home runs as usual when you’re away, consuming 
electricity. Use a timer for any lamps left on; set your 
water heater to its lowest setting; set your thermostat 
higher; make sure to unplug unneeded phantom loads 
like phone chargers, game consoles, tvs, and anything 
with an electric dock; and leave yourself a note to 
remember to set all back when you return!
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Beat the heat with cool products
By April Lollar, APR, CCC 

When temperatures soar in the 

summer, utility bills can do 

the same. Th ere are several small 

ways to manage your energy use this 

summer – and Monroe County Elec-

tric Co-Operative (MCEC) is always 

happy to help you with those simple, 

no- or low-cost ways to save – but for 

those who are considering remodel-

ing or making larger purchases, here 

are a few ideas that may help keep 

your energy use in check and keep 

your wallet cool. 

Remodeling?
 If you are making esthetic changes 

to your home, consider products that 

will also make it work more effi  cient-

ly. Th e biggest energy users in our 

homes are heating and cooling sys-

tems, so if you are making upgrades 

to your fl oors and cabinets, consider 

making some energy effi  cient up-

grades to your HVAC system, too. 

 If you’re making additions to your 

home or converting attics or base-

ments into living spaces, a ductless 

heating and cooling system is a great 

option. A ductless system does not 

require adding pipes or ductwork to 

a home’s existing system, making it 

a more aff ordable upgrade for many. 

Ductless systems tend to be more ef-

fi cient, meaning homeowners will use 

less energy and save on their electric 

bills. Contact your local HVAC ex-

pert or our member services depart-

ment for more information.

 If making changes to your heating 

and cooling system doesn’t seem like 

the right upgrade for now, consider 

installing a smart thermostat. Th ese 

“cool” devices learn your behavior and 

adjust heating and air conditioning 

settings with a goal to save energy. 

Smart thermostats also have the 

capability to connect to the Internet, 

allowing homeowners to manage 

energy use via a smart phone app. 

Th ere are several smart thermostat 

options available on the market, and 

they typically cost between $200 and 

$400. 

Purchasing new appliances?
 If you are considering purchas-

ing new appliances that will use less 

energy, but may not have the budget 

for a complete appliance overhaul, 

your clothes dryer is a great place to 

start as dryers are big consumers of 

electricity. For example, dryers typi-

cally use around 900 kWh each year 

as compared to a refrigerator, which 

uses around 455 kWh each year. 

 Th ere have been big developments 

with dryers in recent years, and En-

ergy Star awarded two standouts 

– the LG EcoHybrid Heat Pump 

Dryer and the Whirlpool Hybrid-

CareTM Heat Pump Dryer – the 

2014 Emerging Technology Award. 

 Using heat pump technology, these 

dryers off er 40 percent in energy 

savings if operated on their most ef-

fi cient settings and can save more 

than $400 over the life of the dryer. 

If you are interested in purchasing 

other appliances or products, remem-

ber to visit energystar.gov and check 

out their “Most Effi  cient 2015” list to 

help you determine which products 

– from windows and HVAC systems 

to televisions and washers – are the 

most effi  cient for your home. 

 And don’t forget that MCEC is 

your partner in energy savings. Call 

us if you’re interested in a free home 

energy audit.

 April Lollar writes on consumer and 
cooperative aff airs for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, 
the Arlington, Va.-based service arm of 
the nation’s 900-plus consumer-owned, 
not-for-profi t electric cooperatives.

Monroe County Electric
Co-Operative, Inc.

6132 State Rt. 3, P.O. Box 128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298

618-939-7171 

Offi  ce hours: Monday through Friday 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m

800-757-7433

20¢
POWER PLANTS

30¢

37¢

DISTRIBUTION

EVER WONDER WHERE YOUR MONEY GOES?

*This is a breakdown of typical utility costs. Source: NRECA 

Getting electricity from the power plant to your home so that you have power day or 
night takes money. And because electric co-ops are not-for-profit, we are committed 
to providing you electric power at-cost. Here’s a quick breakdown.

13¢
TRANSMISSION

FUEL & 
OTHER 

ENERGY 
RESOURCES

30¢ 37¢20¢ 13¢

DISTRIBUTION


