
Illinois electric co-ops are helping homeowner 
members to get more energy efficient

Through the HomE program, 
cooperative members who own 

their homes, can apply for a residen-
tial energy assessment, which makes 
them eligible for a series of rebates 
for efficiency upgrades they make 
to their home. The home must be 
served with electricity by an electric 
cooperative, and must be the mem-
ber’s primary residence.
 The Association of Illinois Elec-
tric Cooperatives is distributing 
$1.5 million in American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) 
or stimulus funds to cooperative 
members through this program. The 
funds are being allocated evenly to 
members of 25 electric distribution 
cooperatives in the state, which in-
cludes Monroe County Electric Co-
Operative.  The program will last 
until the stimulus funds allocated 
for our cooperative are exhausted.
 How does the program work? 
Start by contacting your local 
electric cooperative to arrange for 

a home energy assess-
ment. There is a $25 
charge for this service. 
Then a cooperative 
representative will meet 
with you at your home 
and do an energy assess-
ment. The cooperative 
will provide you with a 
written follow-up report 
that will make a series 
of recommendations on 
how you might improve 
your home’s energy ef-
ficiency – saving money 
and valuable energy.
 Then the next step 
is up to you. Based 
upon the recommen-
dations made by the 
cooperative, you could 
be eligible for a rebate 
of up to $1,500 per 
residence for improve-
ments you make. Re-
bates are available for 
Energy Star-qualifying 
heating-cooling system 
upgrades, and for instal-
lation of heat pump 
water heaters. Rebates 
are also available for 
installation of insulation 
and weather stripping/
sealing.

Rebate schedule:

Geothermal heat pump  
 – $1,500

Air-source heat pump  
 – $1,000

Central air conditioning – $350*
Natural gas or LP furnace – $350*
Heat pump water heater – $250
Insulation – 30 percent of project costs

The maximum total grant is $1,500 per coopera-
tive member/residence. Grants will be approved for a 
central air or gas furnace upgrade, but not both. Again, 
the program will continue until the stimulus funds 
that were allocated to Monroe County Electric Co-
Operative are gone.

All heating-cooling system upgrades must meet 
federal Energy Star standards in order to be eligible. 
The standards are:

Geothermal, closed loop:  14.1EER, 3.3 COP
Geothermal, open loop: 16.2 EER, 3.6 COP
Air-source heat pump, split: 12 EER, 16 SEER
Air-source heat pump, package: 12 EER, 14 SEER
Central air conditioning, split: 13 EER, 16 SEER
Central air conditioning, package: 12 EER, 14 SEER
Gas furnace: 95 percent efficiency
Heat pump water heater: 2.0 energy factor

For more information about HomE, contact your 
local electric cooperative or www.mcec.org 

Rebates will be available until funds are exhausted.  
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Water use and electricity go 
hand in hand. Heating water 

can account for 14 to 25 percent 
of the total energy consumed in a 
typical home. What’s more, systems 
used to clean public water supplies 
and deliver it to homes require large 
amounts of electricity. If your home 
receives water from a well or spring, 
the pump also draws power. So when 
we use water, hot or cold, we’re also 
using energy.

Techniques for trimming water use 
in your home are surprisingly simple. 
For one, you can significantly reduce 
hot water consumption by simply 
repairing leaks in fixtures — faucets 
and showerheads — or pipes. A leak 
of one drip per second can cost $1 
per month.

You can also reduce water-heating 
costs in a matter of seconds by low-
ering the thermostat setting on your 
water heater. For each 10 F reduc-
tion in temperature, you can save 
between 3 percent and 5 percent 
in energy costs. Reducing the set-
ting also slows mineral buildup and 
corrosion in your water heater and 
pipes.

Although some manufacturers set 
water heater thermostats at 140 F, 
most households usually only require 
them set at 120 F. However, if you 
have a dishwasher without a booster 
heater, you may require water tem-

perature within a range of 130 F to 
140 F for optimum cleaning.

Adding insulation to your water 
heater can save around 4 percent 
to 9 percent in costs. To determine 
if you need to insulate your water 
heater, touch it. A tank that’s warm 
to the touch needs additional insula-
tion.

Insulating your water heater tank 
is fairly simple and inexpensive, and 
will pay for itself in about a year. You 
can find pre-cut jackets or blankets 
available from around $10 to $20. 
Choose one with an insulating value 

of at least R-8. In addition, don’t set 
the thermostat above 130 F on an
electric water heater with an insulat-
ing jacket or blanket—the wiring 
may overheat. 

Installing insulation on gas- and 
oil-fired water heaters is more diffi-
cult. For these appliances, it’s best to 
have a qualified plumbing and heat-
ing contractor perform the work.

For more tips on trimming water 
use in your home, including pipe and 
water heater insulation techniques, 
visit www.energysavers.gov.

Keep electricity from going down the drain

An article titled “Tracking the 
Electricity You Use” appeared 

in the Illinois Country Living Maga-
zine’s April issue. This article fea-
tured a device called a Kill a Watt. 
Monroe County Electric Co-Oper-
ative and local libraries have these 

devices which can be loaned out to 
members who would like to monitor 
an appliance’s electric usage. For 
more information call our office at 
939-7171 or toll free 800-757-7433 
and ask for our Member Services 
Coordinator Allan Masterson.

We loan out Kill A Watts
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Senator David Luechtefeld met 
with eight students representing 

Monroe County Electric Co-Oper-
ative during the Illinois Electric and 
Telephone Cooperatives Youth Day 
on Wednesday, April 21, in Spring-
field. Students had an opportunity to 
view state government in action and 
tour the State Capitol, the Old State 
Capitol and Abraham Lincoln’s Tomb. 

From left are:  Shirley Reinhold, 
chaperone; Robbie Likens, Columbia; 

Dylan Groce, Columbia; Brandon 
Maus, Valmeyer; Zach Bogacki, New 
Athens; Sen. David Luechtefeld; Kai-
tlyn Wirth, Waterloo; Jackie Reich, 
Waterloo; Jacob Franke, Valmeyer; 
and Allan Masterson, chaperone, 
Monroe County Electric Co-Opera-
tive.

The day was sponsored by the Il-
linois electric and telephone co-ops 
and is designed to introduce young 
rural leaders to state government.

Youth Day in Springfield 

Remember 
Father’s Day 

is June 20

MCEC Large Outage Report – April 2010
Time Off Time On Duration Location Nbr 

Out Cause Consumer 
Hours

04/05/2010 
18:04:00

04/05/2010 
19:30:00

86.0 Smithton 45 Trees, Other 64.5

04/12/2010 
06:05:00

04/12/2010 
06:45:00

40.0 New Athens 659 Power Supplier – Ameren 439.3

04/12/2010 
06:05:00

04/12/2010 
06:45:17

40.3 Smithton 950 Power Supplier – Ameren 637.8

04/18/2010 
07:34:00

04/18/2010 
09:25:00

111.0
14-10
01-26

46 Small Animals Or Birds 85.1

04/23/2010 
05:13:00

04/23/2010 
07:05:16

112.3 13-24 22 Trees, Other 41.2

04/24/2010 
13:11:00

04/24/2010 
14:09:27

58.4 16-04 56 Maintenance 54.6

04/25/2010 
01:09:00

04/25/2010 
02:35:00

86.0 14-8 23 Trees, Other 33.0

04/30/2010 
21:13:00

05/01/2010 
00:31:30

198.5
Merrimac
Area

46 Lightning 152.2

04/30/2010 
21:25:00

04/30/2010 
23:12:47

107.8 01-26 227 Lightning 407.8

04/30/2010 
21:32:00

05/01/2010 
03:08:00

336.0 8-09 5 Wind, Not Trees 28.0
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Spring is the time of year when 
many individuals begin work on 

home improvements. While making 
a to-do-list, keep in mind that there 
are many federal tax incentives to 
include efficiency improvements 
during repairs and new construction. 
Before people start tackling do-it-
yourself projects, Safe Electricity 
asks everyone to take precautions 
before starting renovations or con-
struction projects, especially when 
working around electrical equip-
ment and overhead power lines.
 “Efficiency and safety can go hand 
in hand by thinking and planning 
ahead,” said Safe Electricity Execu-
tive Director Molly Hall. “Before 
tackling any project, prepare for the 
job. Make sure you have the right 
tools and materials and take note of 
any potential hazards in the work 
area such as overhead power lines 
or outdoor outlets that lack ground 
fault protection (GFCIs).” 
 Simple actions like replacing stan-
dard light bulbs with compact flo-
rescent bulbs (CFLs) and sealing air 
leaks with weather stripping or caulk 
can produce substantial savings on 
your energy bill. You can also receive 
tax incentives for improvements 
such as replacing old windows with 
higher efficiency ones and you’ll be 
helping the environment as well. 
 “Be willing to hire a licensed pro-
fessional for projects that involve 
electrical wiring, or when working 
close to electrical equipment,” adds 
Jay Solomon, University of Illinois 
Extension Engineering Educator. 
“Some work, like trimming trees 
near power lines and upgrading out-
dated electrical systems, is best left 
to professionals.” 
 Safety tips to keep in mind: 

 Make sure you have the right 
tools and equipment for the 
job. Use only extension cords 
that are rated for outdoor use 

when working outside. Keep 
your work area tidy and don’t 
allow your power cords to 
tangle. Make sure outlets 
have ground fault protection. 
Use a portable ground fault 
circuit interrupter (GFCI) 
cord if your outdoor outlets 
don’t have GFCIs. 
 Look up and around you. Be 
sure to lower your long equip-
ment when you are moving 
it. Carry ladders and other 
long items horizontally when-
ever possible. Remember, 
aluminum ladders, as well as 
wooden ladders, can conduct 
electricity. Fiberglass provides 
better protection against elec-
tric shock. 
 Be especially careful when 
working near power lines at-
tached to your house. Keep 
equipment and yourself at least 
10 feet from lines. Never trim 
trees near power lines – leave 
that to the professionals. Never 
use water or blower extensions 
to clean gutters near electric 
lines. Contact a professional 
maintenance contractor. 
 Use heavy-duty, three-prong 
extension cords for tools with 
three-prong plugs. Never re-
move or bend back the third 
prong on extension cords. It 
is a safety feature designed to 
reduce the risk of electrocution 
or shock. 
 If your projects include digging, 
like building a deck or planting 
a tree, call your local under-
ground utility locator before 
you begin. Never assume the lo-
cation or depth of underground 
utility lines. This service is free, 
prevents the inconvenience 
of having utilities interrupted, 
and can help you avoid serious 
injury. 

 If it’s raining or the ground is 
wet, don’t use electric power 
yard tools. Never use electri-
cal appliances or touch circuit 
breakers or fuses when you’re 
wet or standing in water. Keep 
electric equipment at least 10 
feet from wet areas.

 Make certain home electrical 
systems and wiring is adequate to 
support increased electric demands 
of new electric appliances, home 
additions or remodeling projects. 
Home electrical systems age and 
deteriorate over time, which means 
they’re less efficient and costly than 
newer means available today. Re-
place worn and outdated wiring, and 
add enough outlets for appliances 
and electronics. Safe Electricity 
strongly recommends this NOT be a 
do-it-yourself project.
 “Hire a licensed professional to 
perform an electrical inspection 
and do any recommended electrical 
work or upgrades,” said Solomon. 
“Do-it-yourself projects are a great 
way to save money, but where elec-
tricity is concerned it’s always best 
to consult a professional.”
 © Safe Electricity, All Rights Re-
served

Do-It-Yourselfers  
Make efficiency and safety a top priority
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