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Meet the Directors 
Your board of directors are just like you. Business own-

ers, farmers, working people who are concerned about 

our present and future energy needs and the rising cost of 

electric power. 

 They pay the same rates as you do and want to keep your 

power costs down while still maintaining the financial 

integrity of the cooperative. What affects you, the member, 

affects them also. 

 They not only meet monthly to handle normal coopera-

tive business but all the board members serve on other 

committees related to the cooperative as well.  They also 

attend meetings and training on other cooperative issues 

and affairs. These people are dedicated to the membership 

and work hard to look out for the member’s best interests 

concerning safe, reliable and affordable electricity. They talk 

to you in the grocery store and on the street, listening to 

your concerns and ideas. 

We are featuring two board members each month and ask-

ing them a question related to their service on the coopera-

tive board of directors. 

Board of Directors Question/Answer 
Larry Kraft

Q : If you could stress one message to 
members of the cooperative, what would it be? 
 

A: As a cooperative member and owner, it is important 

that you know that your Board of Directors has secured a 

diverse portfolio of power sources to insure our supply of 

safe, reliable and affordable electricity. As a part owner of 

MCEC, you are also part owner of Southern Illinois Power 

Cooperative (SIPC). 

 SIPC owns 290 MW of coal generation at Marion 

and 125 MW of coal generation at Prairie State in Lively 

Grove. In addition, SIPC has 140 MW of natural gas gen-

eration, 28 MW of hydro generation and 10 MW of wind 

power from the Pioneer Trail Wind Farm in Paxton. 

 Remember – you are a part owner in all of these sources: 

coal, gas and wind generation. That is what cooperatives are 

about – working together to achieve a goal – in this case, 

safe reliable and affordable electricity. 

George Obernagel

Q: Do you find members sharing their thoughts and con-
cerns about Monroe County Electric Cooperative with 
you and how do you use your role as board director to 
respond to them? 

A: I do have members of the co-op share their thoughts 

and concerns. 

 Most of them are positive. When there is an outage, their 

questions are answered from the office and the response 

time of the outage is short. They always express thanks 

and appreciation. Lots of times, I do not know the outage 

causes. I will tell them I will find out and get back with 

them or I will give them the employees’ names and they can 

contact them directly to find out the cause. I feel this is bet-

ter because they might have some further questions. 

 There is always concern about any electric rate increases. 

Members can come to the fall member meetings to hear 

these issues addressed. 

 The role of the director is to help the co-op members and 

get them a response as you guide them to the right person, 

such as helping them find why their electric bills are high 

and suggest having an energy audit done on their home.  

 The director is very concerned about the co-op member 

and always willing to help when they can. 

Larry Kraft and 
his wife, Sandy, 
own Custom 
Marble in 
Millstadt where 
they manufac-
ture wholesale 
bathroom fix-
tures and solid 
surface, granite 
and quartz 
countertops. 

George Obernagel is 
a retired bank exec-
utive.  He is also a 
farmer and livestock 
producer.


