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Across The 
President’s 
Desk

Alan W. Wattles

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative celebrates 
National Lineman Appreciation Day

America’s electric cooperatives have 

designated the second Monday of 

April as National Lineman Apprecia-

tion Day.

 On April 11, 2016, Monroe County 

Electric Co-Operative will honor the 

hard working men who often work 

in challenging conditions to keep the 

lights on.

 The full text of the resolution, which 

the National Rural Electric Coopera-

tive Association (NRECA) Board 

adopted unanimously, follows:

 “Whereas linemen leave their families 
and put their lives on the line every day 
to keep the power on; Whereas linemen 
work 365 days a year under dangerous 
conditions to build, maintain and repair 
the electric infrastructure; Whereas line-
men are the first responders of the electric 
cooperative family, getting power back 
on and making things safe for all after 
storms and accidents; and Whereas there 
would be no electric cooperatives without 
the brave men and women who comprise 
our corps of linemen;
 “Therefore be it resolved that NRECA 
recognize the Second Monday of April of 
each year as National Linemen Appre-
ciation Day and make available to elec-
tric cooperatives, materials and support 
to recognize the contributions of these 
valuable men and women to America’s 
Electric Cooperatives.”
 We proudly recognize all electric 

linemen for the services they perform 

around the clock in dangerous condi-

tions to keep power flowing and pro-

tect the public’s safety.

 “Electric linemen do not often re-

ceive the recognition they deserve,” 

said Alan Wattles, President/CEO. 

“They work all hours of the day, often 

in hazardous conditions far from their 

families, going above and beyond to 

restore power to their communities. 

Our linemen, as well as linemen from 

across the nation, truly deserve this 

special day of recognition.”

 Monroe County Electric  

Co-Operative invites members to 

take a moment to thank a lineman for 

the work they do. If you know or see 

a lineman, thank them to show your 

support for the work they do to light 

our lives.
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Think before pulling the plug
By John Pulley

You may have seen a new mar-

keting initiative by the propane 

industry that encourages homeown-

ers to dump their electric water 

heaters in favor of water heaters 

fueled by propane gas. The multime-

dia campaign, called “Pull the Plug 

on Electric Water Heaters,” makes 

its case with brochures, flyers, print 

advertisements, videos, radio spots, 

fact sheets, webinars, an e-book and 

even endorsements by a celebrity 

home-improvement expert. But 

make no mistake – the intent of the 

campaign is simply to sell a lot more 

propane.  

 At Monroe County Electric 

Co-Operative (MCEC), we be-

lieve electricity is the smart energy 

choice. It is safe, reliable, clean, 

predictably priced and adaptable to 

many uses, from the exotic to the 

mundane. Electricity powers ev-

erything from cars, cell phones and 

laptop computers to air conditioners, 

dishwashers, refrigerators, clothes 

washers and lighting. More than 

ever, America runs on electricity. 

 Still, you might be tempted to 

switch water heaters. The campaign 

developed by the Propane Educa-

tion and Research Council is slick.

 As your trusted energy advi-

sor, Allan Masterson, Director of 

Member Services wants to provide 

you, our member-consumer, with 

the facts you need to make the best 

decision. 

 Let’s look at the propane market-

ing campaign. Some of the claims 

challenge common sense and would 

be hard to prove, including asser-

tions about efficiency, environmental 

impacts and cost. “With a propane 

water heater, you can use less energy, 

save money and reduce your carbon 

footprint,” proclaims Danny Lip-

ford, host of the television program 

“Today’s Homeowner,” in a cam-

paign video. “They really are that 

efficient.”

 Really? Apparently Danny ne-

glected to mention that propane is a 

fossil fuel.  

 The campaign also resorts to scare 

tactics. Installation of propane water 

heaters is often a laborious process 

that requires running propane lines 

and exhaust vents. Turning reality 

on its head, the pro-propane cam-

paign would have you believe that 

replacing an electric water heater 

“can take days longer, days you’ll 

spend taking icy cold showers,” Lip-

ford warns.

 Actually, in most cases, installing 

an electric heater is a snap. 

 At MCEC, we believe electric 

water heaters are the smart choice 

for many reasons:

 High-efficiency electric water 

heaters, including heat pumps, 

are readily available. 

 Electric water heaters are safe. 

They produce no carbon mon-

oxide, and they pose no threat 

of combustion or explosion.

 Electric water heaters can run 

on power generated from a 

range of energy sources, in-

cluding solar, wind, hydro and 

other renewables. 

 Electric heaters don’t lose 

energy from exhaust or the 

replacement air that circulates 

into and out of a house. Pro-

pane heaters require on-site 

storage tanks.

 Electric water heaters are easy 

to install. They require no 

expensive gas lines or exhaust 

flues.

 The cost of electricity is less 

volatile than it is for other fu-

els. The cost of propane tends 

to fluctuate wildly. 

 Touchstone Energy has produced 

three fact sheets on water heating 

choices, water heater efficiency, and 

hot water distribution that are part 

of the Home Efficiency Analysis 

Tool – see http://homeefficiency.

touchstoneenergy.com/.  To access 

these fact sheets, enter information 

about your home and go to the “sys-

tems” tab for the water heater sheets.  

 (Check with us on our rebate pro-

gram when you change from a gas 

water heater to electric.)

 John Pulley writes on consumer and 
cooperative affairs for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, 
the Arlington, Va.-based service arm of 
the nation’s 900-plus consumer-owned, 
not-for-profit electric cooperatives.
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MCEC line outages - February 2016
Date Duration # Out Location Cause Desc Substation

02/02/16 3:33 4 Gall Rd Other, Faulty Equipment N Waterloo

02/08/16 2:17 4 Glauber Rd Other, Faulty Equipment East Carondelet

02/11/16 0:17 8 Bluff Rd Maintenance Fountain

02/20/16 1:41 4 Timberlakes Dr Small Animals Or Birds Poe

02/20/16 1:53 50 Brandt Rd Other, Faulty Equipment Fults

02/20/16 1:26 95 KK Rd/ Ahne Rd Lightning Waterloo

02/20/16 1:26 98 Baum Rd Lightning Waterloo

02/21/16 1:51 788 Smithton Area Vehicles Or Machinery New Athens

02/21/16 5:25 947 New Athens Area Vehicles Or Machinery Smithton

02/24/16 2:48 37 Mule Rd Weather, Other East Carondelet

02/24/16 7:47 25 Moredock Lake Wind, Not Trees Fountain

02/24/16 2:53 186 Fountain Area No Cause Code Fountain

02/24/16 1:41 33 Fountain Area Ice, Sleet, Frost Fountain

02/24/16 2:08 69 Floraville Rd Weather, Other N Waterloo

02/24/16 3:13 144 Smithton Area Wind, Not Trees Smithton

02/24/16 1:26 8 Concordia Rd Ice, Sleet, Frost East Carondelet

02/24/16 3:35 115 LL Rd/Kern Rd Wind, Not Trees Poe

02/24/16 3:44 2 N Moore Street Weather, Other N Waterloo

02/24/16 1:02 183 Columbia South No Cause Code Columbia

02/24/16 2:27 65 Jenny’s Way/Cortner Dr Wind, Not Trees Smithton

02/24/16 3:40 813 Millstadt Area Power Supplier Millstadt

02/24/16 2:24 268 Baum Rd Wind, Not Trees Waterloo

02/24/16 2:00 9 Roachtown Rd Vehicles Or Machinery Smithton

02/24/16 1:05 3 Schlueter Germain Rd Wind, Not Trees Smithton

Protect your home from power surges

Spring storms often bring an 

increased threat of power surges 

which could damage your valuable 

electronics and appliances.

 Many people think a blink in 

power is a surge, but these are gen-

erally caused by something such as a 

tree contacting a line. When a blink 

occurs, Monroe County Electric 

Co-Operative’s (MCEC) protective 

devices work, causing an interrup-

tion to protect the wires and other 

components.

 What is a power surge? A power 

surge is defined as a sudden, short-

lived increase in voltage. Power 

surges can enter the home in a 

variety of ways including power 

lines, telephone lines, cable/satellite 

connections and any other metallic 

system that connects to your home.

 MCEC can help protect your 

home from the threat power surges 

which could damage your valuable 

electronics and appliances.

Internal surges
 Eighty percent of temporary 

power surges come from inside 

the home; protect your equipment 

with surge protector devices like 

power strips. Make sure to look for 

the UL 1449 label, which guaran-

tees it meets tested and approved 

standards. Surge protectors carry 

a “joule” and/or a “surge-current” 

rating; the higher the rating of these 

two categories, the higher the qual-

ity of internal surge-stopping com-

ponents. 

 The usually saying goes, “You get 

what you pay for” so try to buy a 

quality arrestor that may cost you a 

few extra dollars, rather than settling 

for a cheap, inexpensive one that will 

probably do you little good.

External surges
 Whole-house protection is rec-

ommended for more severe surges, 

including lightning strikes. MCEC 

can install a surge protector on your 

Continued on 16d  
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exterior electric meter (200 or 320 amp meter). The 

meters must be on the house or the buildings they 

are serving and not on a pole. The prices for the three 

arrestors we have available are:

 200 amp rated - $170 installed

 320 amp rated - $350 installed

 USP Internal - $160 + tax (This arrestor is 

mounted off the service panel by a qualified elec-

trician)

 For the best protection, we recommend an exter-

nal protector as well as point-of-use arrestors in the 

home for the specific electronic devices.

 Surges can not only come from the power line, but 

also from your telephone and satellite or cable TV 

lines. Contact those companies for their recommen-

dations as well.

Continued from 16c

MCEC Linemen’s years of service with cooperative

We salute our linemen as we celebrate National 

Lineman Appreciation Day on April 11th. To 

the men who get called out at all hours of the day and 

night, in the most extreme weather conditions, whose 

goal is to get your power back on as soon as possible, we 

thank you!

Chris Deterding – 14 years

Steve Drennan – 19 years (11 years as a lineman)

Randy Ellner – 19 years

Gary Gilbert – 16 years

Bob Gross – 33 years (38 years as a lineman)

Matt Kish – 14 years (1 year as a lineman)

Jay Krump – 10 years (24 years as a lineman)

Ron Rusteberg – 29 years

For more information, please contact the member services department 
at 939-7171 or 1-800-757-7433, ext. 115.

Left to right; Jay Krump, Matt Kish, Chris Deterding, Steve Drennan, 
Gary Gilbert, Bob Gross, Randy Ellner and Ron Rusteberg.


