
They wake before the sun, pour 

steaming cups of coffee, and 

kiss their family goodbye. After 

swinging by the office to get the 

day’s orders, electric linemen climb 

into their trucks and head out. Our 

lineworkers form a solid team with 

one job: to deliver safe, reliable elec-

tricity. But that job can change in a 

million ways when rough weather 

steps in.

We often take power—and the 

men and women who provide it—

for granted. Linemen have to work 

safely, smart, and efficiently—all 

while 40 feet in the air wearing stur-

dy, thick rubber gloves. On a typical 

day, lineworkers maintain electrical 

distribution lines or build service to 

new homes and businesses in Illi-

nois.  They have a lot on their plates. 

But when our dispatch center calls 

crews with a problem, everything 

else takes a backseat. 

Power restoration takes pre-

cedence on a lineworker’s to-do 

list. These brave men are always 

on call. We have an 8-man work-

force standing by to serve you 24 

hours a day, in the middle of the 

night or wee hours of the morning, 

weekends and holidays.

Can you imagine getting a call at 

3 a.m. telling you to work outside 

during bad weather? Not many 

people are willing to face storms. 

Our lineworkers face harsh elements 

daily, all to serve you.

Lineworkers also focus on safety; 

the lives of coworkers are on the 

line. Job safety is important to ev-

eryone, no matter your occupation. 

But for lineworkers, there can be no 

slip ups or careless actions. Mistakes 

can cost a limb or life. That’s one of 

the reasons linemen form a brother-

hood. When you put your life in 

the hands of co-workers every day, 

they become more than colleagues. 

They’re family.  

That sense of family extends to 

electric co-ops across the nation. 

One of our principles is cooperation 

among cooperatives. We help other 

co-ops in their time of need, and 

they extend that service to us, too. 

It’s reassuring to know if a severe 

storm strikes, a national team of 

lineworkers stand ready to answer 

the call.

To be ready to respond no matter 

the situation or weather conditions, 

linemen are highly trained. At Mon-

roe County Electric Co-Operative 

(MCEC), lineworkers go through 

regular training to ensure they can 

work safely with various kinds of 

equipment. The equipment gets 

tested regularly, too. 

These highly skilled men light 

our homes and businesses every day. 

They endure harsh weather and long 

hours, all to make our lives better. 

Today (and every day), please take a 

moment to thank them.  MCEC’s 

lineworkers are the heart of the Co-

op Nation, proud and strong. 

Across The 
President’s 
Desk

Alan W. Wattles

The life of a lineman
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Monroe Electric News

Enjoy a safe 
start to Spring

As the spring season approaches, 
many will usher in the warmer 

weather by thoroughly clean-
ing their homes and tending to 
yard work. The Electrical Safety 
Foundation (ESFI) recommends 
homeowners ensure that electrical 
hazards are eliminated along with 
unwanted dust and clutter. 

ESFI suggests starting with the 
basement, an important, but often 
overlooked space when it comes 
to home inspection and fire safety. 
These low-level rooms contain two 
leading causes of home fires - heat-
ing equipment and electrical distri-
bution systems. 

• Check the label inside the 
door or cover of your electrical 
service panel to see when your 
electrical system was last in-
spected. If the date has passed 
or is approaching, contact a 
licensed, qualified electrician to 

schedule an inspection.
• Be sure circuit breakers and 

fuses are correctly labeled with 
their amperage and their corre-
sponding rooms, circuits or out-
lets. Use correct size and current 
rating for breakers/fuses.

• Increase your fire protection 
by having a licensed electrician 
replace your standard circuit 
breakers with arc fault circuit 
interrupters - AFCIs.

• Have your furnace cleaned and 
inspected annually by a licensed 
professional.

• Make sure all fuel-burning 
equipment, such as furnaces, 
stoves, and fireplaces, is vented 
to the outside to avoid carbon 
monoxide poisoning.

• Check for excessive vibration or 
movement when the washing 
machine or dryer is operating. 
This can put stress on electrical 

connections.
• Make sure the area around your 

dryer is clutter free and that the 
dryer lint filter is cleaned after 
each load. Build up can be a fire 
starter.

• Don’t overlook your basement 
when it comes to smoke de-
tectors and carbon monoxide 
detectors. These devices should 
be installed in these spaces as 
well as on every level of your 
home and outside every sleeping 
area.  Test these alarms to ensure 
that they are in working order, 
and replace the batteries when 
needed.  

• Visit www.esfi.org for more tips 
on keeping your home and fam-
ily safe this spring and beyond.  
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   Is there a new deck in your future? Did the trees 

in the back yard die due to last summer’s dry spell? 

Before beginning any spring digging projects, look 

down. Are there any underground utility lines, water 

lines or telephone cable in the way?. Even when dig-

ging down only a few inches, it’s important to know 

what’s there. Many utilities are buried just inches 

below the surface. 

   Please call the JULIE office to locate underground 

electrical lines. It asks for 24-hours notice. To locate 

water, sewer, phone, gas, cable and all other utility 

lines, you can also call JULIE at 8-1-1 (or 1-800-

892-0123). They require 48-hour notice. This service 

is free.

   By having professionals mark any underground 

lines in the area, you will avoid  any potential seri-

ous injury and prevent possible damage to the util-

ity lines that could disrupt service to your home 

and your neighbors. Besides being a good idea, 

calling JULIE is the law. 

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Inc.
6132 State Rt. 3, P.O. Box 128, Waterloo, Illinois 62298 • 618-939-7171 

Office hours: Monday through Friday 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. • 800-757-7433

Planning any spring spruce-ups?
Call J.U.L.I.E. before beginning any outdoor projects

MCEC  Line Outages - February 2014
Date Duration # Out Location Cause Desc Substation

02/13/14 2:15 201 Millstadt Area Other, Deterioration Millstadt

02/20/14 0:47 59 Saeger Rd Wind, Not Trees Millstadt
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Monroe Electric News

Member Name:  _____________________________________________________________________

Account Number:  ___________________________________________________________________

911 Address (of the location this account number is associated with)

 Street Address ___________________________________________________________________

 City, State, Zip __________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________

Primary Phone Number:______________________________________________________________

Secondary Phone Number:  ___________________________________________________________

Have you updated your phone 
number with us lately? 

Have you updated your phone number with us lately? We are noticing that 

many members are gradually moving away from landlines and switching 

to mobile. Giving us your current phone number(s) will allow us to keep you 

in the loop in the event that we need to communicate with you. The only time 

we will use your number is to contact you in regards to your account, notifica-

tion of a planned outage, or as a courtesy if we notice that we haven’t received 

payment from you.  

 Please complete and return to our office at: P.O. Box 128, Waterloo, IL 62298 

or via email amasterson@mcec.org .

Find out how your local electric 
cooperative can help you lead by 
example at TogetherWeSave.com.

THEY’RE NEVER 
TOO YOUNG TO 
START SAVING 
ENERGY.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM
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