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Power costs increase this year

As we have stated in some 

previous columns, MCEC 

is looking at rates and will be 

changing rate structure starting in 

2013. For 2012, MCEC will be 

having a positive WPCA factor, 

the past 2 years the WPCA for the 

most part has been a negative charge 

on your bill. If you recall, we have 

been telling our members that our 

wholesale power supplier, SIPC, was 

raising rates starting in 2012. The 

WPCA is based on a power cost set 

in our base rates and the difference 

is close to one cent per kWh, but 

our budget for 2012 will be between 

.004 and .006 for the year. 

The rate study is full speed ahead 

and we are currently in our fourth 

draft of revisions. Each revision we 

have looked at has added additional 

items we wanted to place in the 

model to show us the impact of the 

rates to the members and see how 

far into the future these rates will 

allow us to operate sufficiently.

We are proceeding with the 

unbundling of the electric bill for 

2013. This will allow us to separate 

the consumer charge, distribution 

delivery charge and the energy 

charge. This is happening to allow 

MCEC to show the consumers the 

balance between what it costs to 

operate the coop and how much it 

costs to buy power.

What the rates will look like 

has been discussed previously in 

this manager’s column, at our area 

member meetings and with a video 

on our website, www.mcec.org. We 

try to continually update the website 

to provide as much information as 

possible to help our members make 

informed decisions about their elec-

tric usage.

Each and every rate class will 

be seeing increase, some more 

than others, due to all rate classes 

needing to meet certain financial 

benchmarks and having no cross-

subsidization of the classes. All 

classes will see on their electric bill 

an energy component that reflects 

what the actual cost of energy is for 

that particular class. A consumer 

charge that reflects what fixed costs 

MCEC needs to operate and a dis-

tribution delivery charge per kWh 

that shows what the cost of system 

reliability is needed to maintain a 

functioning system at any time.

Our goal is to go through 2012 

without having to adjust anything 

concerning rates. Once we get past 

the mid-point of the year we will 

review our financial status and make 

any necessary changes. We may 

need to raise our Facility charge a 

few dollars per month to help cash 

flow and keep MCEC operating 

properly.

We do plan to have the infor-

mation out to the members on what 

the rate numbers will look like for 

2013 as soon as we are comfortable 

with the rate study and are satisfied 

that MCEC can meet its financial 

goals and mortgage requirements 

to our lenders. Lastly, we con-

tinually look to maintain costs here 

at MCEC and still provide quality 

customer service and reliable electric 

to our members. 
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How to buy an energy-efficient appliance 

You go shopping for a new 

 refrigerator and you’re on a 

 budget. The best buy is the fridge 

with the lowest sales price, right? 

 Not necessarily. If you buy the 

lowest-priced refrigerator, you may 

end up spending more than if you 

buy a more expensive one. The 

reason? The cost of owning a home 

appliance has three components: 

the initial purchase price, the cost 

of repairs and maintenance and the 

cost to operate it.

 To figure out how much you’ll 

spend over the lifetime of the 

appliance, you have to look at all 

these factors. The appliance with 

the lowest initial purchase price, or 

even the one with the best repair 

record, isn’t necessarily the one that 

costs the least to operate. Here’s 

an example of how an appliance’s 

energy consumption can affect your 

out-of-pocket costs.

 Suppose you’re in the mar-

ket for a new refrigerator-freezer. 

 Different models of refrigerators 

with the same capacity can vary 

 dramatically in the amount of 

electricity they use. For one popular 

size and  configuration, for example, 

the  annual electricity consumption 

varies across models from a low of 

about 600 kilowatt-hours a year to 

a high of more than 800 kilowatt-

hours a year. Based on national 

 average electricity prices, that means 

the annual cost to operate this 

 refrigerator can range from about 

$50 to $70, depending on which 

model you buy. 

 A $20 difference in annual 

operating costs might not sound 

like much. But remember that you 

will enjoy these savings year after 

year for the life of the appliance, 

while you must pay any difference 

in purchase price only once. As a 

result, you may actually save money 

by buying the more expensive, more 

energy-efficient model.

 You can learn about the  energy 

efficiency of an appliance that you’re 

thinking about  buying through the 

yellow-and-black  EnergyGuide 

 label. The Federal Trade 

 Commission’s Appliance Labeling 

Rule requires appliance manufac-

turers to put these labels on:

Refrigerators, freezers, 

 dishwashers, clothes washers 

Water heaters, furnaces, boilers

Central air conditioners, room 

air conditioners, heat pumps

Pool heaters 

 When you shop for one of these 

appliances in a dealer’s showroom, 

you should find the labels  hanging 

on the inside of an appliance or 

secured to the outside. The law 

requires that the labels specify: 

The capacity of the particular 

model

For refrigerators, freezers, 

dishwashers, clothes washers 

and water heaters, the estimated 

 annual energy consumption of 

the model

For air conditioners, heat pumps, 

furnaces, boilers and pool 

 heaters, the energy efficiency 

rating

The range of estimated annual 

energy consumption, or energy 

efficiency ratings, of comparable 

appliances.

 Some appliances also may 

feature the ENERGY STAR logo, 

which means that the appliance is 

significantly more energy  efficient 

than the average comparable 

model. To compare how  updating 

 appliances and making other 

changes around your home can 

impact your electric bill, visit 

www.TogetherWeSave.com. 

Source: Federal Trade Commission, 
U.S. Department of Energy

1. Select the size and style. Measure the space the 

 appliance will occupy to be sure your new purchase 

will fit. Make sure that you’ll have enough room to 

open the door or lid fully and enough clearance for 

ventilation. This may help you narrow your choices 

as you settle on the best capacity and style.

2. Know where to shop. Appliance outlets, electronics 

stores and local retailers carry different brands and 

models. Dealers also sell appliances through print 

catalogs and the Internet.

3. Compare the performance of different brands 

and models. Ask to see the manufacturer’s product 

literature. Decide which features are important to 

you. Ask questions about how the different models 

operate: Are they noisy? What safety features do 

they have? What about repair histories? How much 

water do they use? How energy efficient are they?

4. Estimate how much the appliance will cost to

  operate. The more energy an appliance uses, the more

 it will cost to run. Consult the EnergyGuide label to

 compare the energy use of different  models. The dif-

 ference on your monthly electric bill can be  significant,

 especially when considered over the 10-to-20-year 

life of the appliance. You could save money over the 

long run by choosing a model that’s more energy 

 efficient, even if the purchase price is higher.

5. Ask about special energy efficiency offers. Ask 

your salesperson or local electric cooperative about 

cash rebates, low-interest loans, or other incentive 

programs in your area for energy-efficient product 

purchases—and how you can qualify. 

Source: Federal Trade Commission

Shopping strategy
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Spring break health tips

Spring break — a time for sun, 

fun, and relaxation. But if there’s 

too much sun and fun, spring 

break vacation can be an unhealthy 

 experience. The U.S. Centers for 

Disease Control (CDC) offers the 

following tips to protect you and 

your children during spring travels.

 Sunscreen, sunscreen, sunscreen. 

Excess sun exposure is especially 

dangerous for young children. 

 Sunscreen of at least SPF 15 should 

be applied before venturing out for 

the day and reapplied after sweating 

or swimming. Babies younger than 

six months should be covered com-

pletely by clothing and kept in the 

shade, but you may apply sunscreen 

to exposed areas like their faces and 

hands. One note: If you also apply a 

bug spray containing DEET, it may 

reduce the effectiveness of the sun-

screen by one-third, so reapply more 

often or reduce your time in the sun.

 Reduce travel stress. Changes in 

children’s routines can be  upsetting 

and stressful. Involve your kids in 

planning the big trip, and bring 

along favorite toys or stuffed animals 

for added comfort on the road.

 Prepare for air travel. You can’t 
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Remember to use sunscreen when enjoying time outdoors on spring break.

predict whether your child will be 

fussy on an airplane, but you can 

 reduce their discomfort during 

ascent. Some children experience ear 

pain as the plane rises, so  chewing 

or swallowing can help. Have a 

 pacifier ready or plan to nurse your 

baby, and keep some chewing gum 

on hand for older children.

 Assemble a travel health kit. 

In addition to basic first-aid items 

like adhesive bandages, antiseptic, 

tweezers, aloe gel, anti-itch cream, 

and hydrocortisone cream, add your 

regular medications in their original 

containers, and in quantities to last 

your trip and then some. Also, bring 

along remedies for pain or fever, 

upset stomach, diarrhea, sore throat, 

stuffy nose and motion sickness.

Source: U.S. Centers for Disease Control

MCEC Line Outages - February 2012
 Time Off Duration # Out Location Cause Description Sub

 02/02/12 2:35 9 Levee Rd Unknown Fountain

 02/04/12 4:17 17 C Rd Public Accidents, Other Waterloo

 02/13/12 1:10 167 Douglas Rd/Country Side Ln Other, Deterioration Smithton

 02/22/12 1:18 7 Doyle Rd Other, Deterioration Poe

 02/25/12 3:02 547 Goeddeltown Rd Other, Deterioration Waterloo
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anything to an electric pole or 

place anything over the power line.

For personal safety reasons, 

we want to alert the members to 

situations we have come across 

where things such as hunting 

decoys are hung over the top of a 

power line and then used for target 

practice.

This is very dangerous and we 

ask that members stay away from 

power lines when they want to 

practice their shooting. Fishing 

line is commonly used for this and 

may conduct electricity readily but 

the electric lines themselves can be 

damaged from the bullets as well. 

This can result in line blinks, power 

surges and power outages. Last 

year, the cooperative experienced 

two line outages that were caused 

by the overhead conductor failing 

from being hit with shotgun shot. 

Please avoid high voltage power 

lines and poles for this purpose or 

any other.

If any member comes across a 

situation like this, we ask that they 

please report it to us at 939-7171, 

1-800-757-7433, or by email at 

mcec@htc.net.

The majority of the cooperative’s 

electric distribution system, as 

with most electric utility systems, 

is made up of a vast network of 

overhead power lines. There are 

advantages to burying high voltage 

power lines in the ground and in 

some areas that is done, but higher 

costs prevent an electric utility from 

burying all of their power lines.

 With so many overhead lines 

out there, it is tempting for people 

to use these overhead structures for 

their own purposes such as  attaching 

things to the poles or hanging items 

over the wires. Please do not attach 

Power lines not the place for decoys
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