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Across The President’s Desk
Alan W. Wattles

Manlee A. Knobloch 
District 8

Gary L. Gregson 
District 7

Joel H. Harres 
District 3

Interested in being a director?  
Nominating petitions due April 25 for Board of Directors

Petitions are available now at the 

office for directors in districts 3, 

7 and 8 on the Board of Directors of 

Monroe County Electric Co-Oper-

ative. Petitions must be signed by no 

less than 20 members from the dis-

trict you have primary residence in, 

and must be received in the co-op’s 

office by 4:00 p.m. on April 25.

 One co-op member will be 

elected from each district to serve 

a three-year term. See a map of the 

districts at www.mcec.org, and click 

on “Board of Directors” at the top. 

We recommend you call our of-

fice and have one of our employees 

check your district as well. Seeking 

re-election are incumbent directors 

Joel H. Harres of Columbia, District 

3; Gary L. Gregson of Waterloo, 

District 7; and Manlee A. Knobloch 

of Fults, District 8.

A good director must:
• Receive electric service from the 

co-op at their primary residence 

within the district, be a member 

in good standing, and not have 

conflicting business interests. 

(They pay the same rates for 

service and follow the same poli-

cies as all other members.)

• Be able to spend adequate time 

on board work and attend most 

regular board meetings held the 

fourth Tuesday morning of each 

month for several hours at the 

co-op office.

• Attend our annual meeting each 

year and other special board 

meetings, committee meetings, 

director’s conferences and educa-

tional seminars as necessary.

• Be accessible to members within 

your district and willing to repre-

sent all members of the co-op.

• Acquire knowledge about the 

electric utility including finances, 

management and public issues. (It 

takes time to learn the system and 

for that reason our directors have 

made long-term commitments to 

serving the co-op.)

• Establish policies and employ a 

general manager who is respon-

sible for all operational details.

Additional details can be found in  
our Bylaws.

78th ANNUAL MEETING
Saturday, June 11 at the cooperative headquarters
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Clearing for reliability                                       By Meghaan Evans

There are many ways that  

Monroe County Electric  

provides you with safe, reliable  

electric service. One of the most 

common – and crucial – ways is  

referred to as right-of-way clearing 

(or vegetation management). 

 A right of way (ROW) refers to a 

strip of land underneath or around 

power lines that your electric coop-

erative has the right and responsibil-

ity to maintain and clear. Trees must 

grow at a distance far enough from 

conductors where they will not cause 

harm to individuals or disruption 

to electrical service. Specifications 

can vary, but a general guideline of 

maintaining a safe ROW is 15 feet 

of clearance on either side of the pri-

mary conductors and 20 feet of over-

head clearance above the highest wire 

on the pole.

 Clearing the ROW is critical to 

keeping our members’ lights on. 

An average of 15 percent of power 

interruptions occur when trees, 

shrubs or bushes grow too close to 

power lines. 

 If a tree encroaches on this safe 

distance, our vegetation management 

team will trim back branches and 

brush using chainsaws, bucket trucks, 

tree climbers, brush chippers and 

mowers. Chemical control methods 

can also be used as a way to support 

the growth of low growing plant 

species that will outcompete the tall 

trees growing beneath power lines.

 ROW clearing also keeps your 

family safe by ensuring that tree 

branches do not become energized 

due to close contact with a downed 

power line. Power lines can carry up 

to 34,500 volts, and an energized 

tree branch is incredibly danger-

ous – even deadly. Be mindful when 

around trees close to power lines, 

and make sure your children know 

that climbing trees near power lines 

is extremely dangerous. 

 ROW clearing is also critical to 

ensuring that we provide members 

with affordable electricity. Staying 

ahead of the game keeps us from 

having to come out after a storm to 

restore power due to fallen trees.

Remember to contact Monroe 

County Electric if you decide to trim 

or remove trees near any power ser-

vice or line. And never trim a tree in 

the right-of-way zone on your own. 

 ROW clearing just makes sense. 

Contact Monroe County Electric 

at 939-7171 or 1-800-757-7433 to 

find out more about our vegetation 

management program and to receive 

information about how to keep the 

ROW in your service territory clear.

Meghaan Evans writes on consumer and 
cooperative affairs for the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association, the 
Arlington, Va.-based service arm of the 
nation’s 900-plus consumer-owned,  
not-for-profit electric cooperatives
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MCEC line outages - January 2016
Date Duration # Out Location Cause Desc Substation

01/22/16 0:14 9 Hern Dr Maintenance Fults

01/31/16 1:17 8 Woodpecker Ln Trees, other Waterloo

Avoid a bad decision when your water heater breaks
Save money and help the environment with a replacement—your co-op can help

By Paul Wesslund

If you want to save money 

on your energy bills and 

reduce greenhouse gas – and 

other emissions – to help the 

environment, a good step would be 

to have a replacement plan for your 

water heater when it fails.

 And a key part of that plan is 

to get advice from your electric 

cooperative, MCEC.

 That helpful tip comes from an 

expert who’s just published research 

showing that the increased use of 

electric appliances would improve 

energy efficiency at home and for 

the nation.

 Keith Dennis is the senior 

principal of end-use solutions and 

standards at the National Rural 

Electric Cooperative Association 

(NRECA). His article, published 

in the November issue of The 

Electricity Journal, shows that 

for decades we’ve been using 

assumptions and measurements for 

energy efficiency that are no longer 

accurate. It explains that electric 

water heaters are a much better 

choice than natural gas – both for 

environmental impact, as well as 

home energy savings. And that’s 

important. Water heating accounts 

for approximately 15 percent of your 

home’s energy use.

 The problem is, replacing a water 

heater is often a panic decision—

water heaters seem to break at the 

worst time, and you’re more likely to 

be thinking about the guests coming 

to visit the next day than the best 

energy efficient decision.

 “Most people replace their water 

heater in an emergency situation,” 

Dennis says. “Moving forward, 

utilities will be more and more 

involved in helping with that 

purchasing decision.”

 The bottom line: Before 

purchasing a new water heater 

for your home, talk to the energy 

experts at Monroe County Electric 

Co-Operative (MCEC). Call us 

about gas to electric water heater 

replacement rebate.

Paul Wesslund writes on cooperative 
issues for the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association, the Arlington, 
Va.-based service arm of the nation’s 
900-plus consumer-owned, not-for-
profit electric cooperatives.
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Time to 
change 
the clocks
Daylight Saving Time 
begins every year on the 
second Sunday in 
March. Clocks are set 
forward by one hour.

When you change your 
clocks, check the batter-
ies in your smoke alarms 
and carbon monoxide 
detectors. Batteries in 
smoke detectors should 
be replaced yearly.

National Safety Council

How to clean refrigerator coils
...and why it matters!

Your refrigerator is one of the largest, 

most-used appliances in your home. 

It requires only minimal maintenance 

– just simple cleaning of the condenser 

coils, which disperse heat. If the coils are 

covered with dust, gunk or pet hair, they 

cannot diff use the heat properly and will 

not run effi  ciently. A bigger problem can 

result if the compressor burns out from 

having to run constantly because of the 

grimy coating. Th is can be an expensive 

problem. Th e bottom line? A minor 

investment in time once a year can save 

you cold cash down the line. 

Materials you will need: Vacuum cleaner with hose, damp cloth

�

Once the fl oor is dry, plug in the 

refrigerator and rearrange the 

power cord and supply lines so they 

don’t get a kink or stuck under the 

weight of the refrigerator. Slide the 

refrigerator back into place. Be sure 

to replace the toe kick panel if this 

was removed.

Gently vacuum and clean the 

coil. Using the brush or crevice 

attachment, carefully vacuum the 

dust and dirt wherever you see 

it. If you have pulled the fridge 

out, vacuum and wipe down the 

sides and back of the fridge and 

the fl oor.  

4.3.

Locate the refrigerator’s coil, a 

grid-like structure, or fan that will 

likely have a covering or grate pro-

tecting it. Th e coil is usually con-

cealed behind the front toe kick or 

in the back. Some newer models 

have internal coils, so if you don’t 

fi nd them in the front or back, this 

may be the case with your fridge.

If the coil is in the back, slide 

the refrigerator away from the wall, 

removing the plug from the electri-

cal outlet when possible. You may 

also need to disconnect the line to 

the water dispenser or icemaker to 

allow enough room to work. 

1. 2.


