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6th Annual Together We 
Serve & Together We Save

Food Drive 
Help us serve our local food pantry 

and you could save on your electric bill! 

Five winners will receive a $50 Bill Credit 
For every fi ve food items brought in to our offi  ce between 

December 1 and 21, you’ll receive one entry into a drawing 
for a $50 bill credit. We’ll draw fi ve winners 

on December 22. 

We’ll donate collected items to the Menard County Food 
Pantry. Mary Jane Hurie at the pantry says, “Anything we 

get is great and is used; canned fruits and vegetables in 
particular are always needed.” Please check expiration

dates on each item.

Our offi  ce is located at 14300 State Hwy 97 in Petersburg, 
just one mile south of New Salem State Park; hours are

8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Monday – Friday. 

About Menard County Food Pantry

All of the operational costs and much of the food is 
provided through local donations; the pantry is not part of 

the Central Illinois Food Bank. 

Residents must be referred from a local social agency and 
can use the pantry once every two months. 

It is a choice pantry, which is diff erent than most; 
volunteers help individuals choose foods they’d like. 

Merry Christmas!
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Tips for a safe and happy holiday season
T he holidays are upon us. For 

many, that means more celebra-

tions with friends and family, travel, 

decorations, cooking and shopping. 

We can’t guarantee that the hustle and 

bustle of the season won’t leave you 

with a few frayed nerves, but we can 

certainly help you avoid frayed wires.

Inspect your seasonal items
 Many of us have treasured holiday 

mementos that we bring out of stor-

age and proudly display every year. 

The holidays are also a time when we 

dust off specialized cooking gadgets 

that allow us to prepare our favorite 

seasonal treats. These items are often 

handed down through generations and 

might lack modern safety features.

 Take a few moments to carefully 

inspect all of your holiday items to 

ensure everything is in safe, working 

order. A few things to look out for 

include:

 Brittle insulation on wires

 Rodent damage to wires

 Chafed or frayed wires, espe-

cially at stress points

 Worn switches with the poten-

tial to short circuit

 Corroded metal parts

 Broken legs, unstable bases and 

other tip-over hazards

Extension cords are temporary
 Extension cords are designed for 

temporary use and should never be 

used as a permanent or long-term 

solution.

Never defeat safety devices
 There are reasons why some devices 

have fuses, some plugs have three 

prongs instead of two and one prong 

is wider than the other on two-prong 

outlets. When those safety features 

get in the way of your grand holiday 

décor plans, you might be tempted 

to tamper with or defeat those fea-

tures. Don’t do it! If your plugs won’t 

fit together, that means they’re not 

designed to work together. Rather 

than tampering with a safety feature, 

find a safe solution. 

Look up and live
 When working outside with a lad-

der, be mindful of the location of 

overhead power lines. Always carry 

your ladder so that it is parallel to the 

ground. Before placing your ladder in 

an upright position, look around to 

ensure you are a safe distance from any 

power lines.

Beware of power lines through 
trees
 Over time, tree branches can grow 

around power lines running along 

the street and to your home. If those 

branches come in contact with power 

lines, they can become energized, too. 

If your holiday plans call for stringing 

lights through trees, this can create a 

safety hazard. 

Stay away from your service 
connection
 The overhead wire bringing power 

from the utility pole to your house is 

dangerous. You should treat this line 

the same way you’d treat any other 

power line on our system. Maintain 

a safe distance – even if that means a 

small gap in the perfect gingerbread 

house outline of lights. 

Read the fine print
 If you take a few minutes to read 

and understand the specifications 

and limitations of your lights and 

other electrified holiday decorations, 

you can save yourself a great deal of 

work and frustration in the long run. 

For example, the tag at the end of an 

extension cord will tell you if it’s rated 

for outdoor use, whether it will remain 

flexible in cold temperatures and how 

much energy it can safely handle. 

Similarly, holiday lights will tell you 

how many strings can be safely linked 

together.

Don’t forget about the kids… 
and pets

 If you have small children, you’ve 

probably spent a great deal of time 

making sure every square inch of your 

home is childproof. Every cabinet is 

locked and every outlet is covered. But 

sometimes the joy of celebrating the 

holidays with our little ones makes 

us a little less vigilant about electrical 

safety. Make sure your holiday décor 

receives the same level of safety scru-

tiny you apply to all of the permanent 

items in your home. Curious and mis-

chievous pets can present similar chal-

lenges. Make sure Fluffy isn’t nibbling 

on all those extra wires or using your 

tree as her personal back scratcher or 

jungle gym. 

 By Justin LaBerge, who writes on 
consumer and cooperative affairs for the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, the Arlington, Va.-based 
service arm of the nation’s 900-plus 
consumer-owned, not-for-profit electric 
cooperatives.
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Reasons your bill may rise 
 Heating: even a gas heating system 

uses electricity to power the blower or 

pump; humidifi ers use even more. 

 Holiday fun: favorite holiday light 

displays and baked goods are created

 Entertaining: holiday guests often 

mean more hot water for showers, 

dishes and laundry

 Farm living: livestock tank heaters 

and engine heaters are turned on 

 Family life: earlier sunsets can mean 

turning on lights earlier, curling up by 

televisions more often, using electric 

blankets or space heaters and more

Effi ciency ideas
 Weatherstrip or caulk all air 

leaks 

 Use plastic fi lm kits to insu-

late single pane or leaky 

windows

 Check your attic insulation 

for damage and settling

 Service your furnace/heater 

and clean/replace fi lters as 

needed

 Keep your fi replace damper 

closed when not in use

Storm safety
 Large winter storms bring with 

them the potential for extended out-

ages. Consider these tips to stay safe 

while you wait out the storm. 

Before the storm
 Keep a fl ashlight, weather radio, 

blankets, water and ready to eat 

food on hand; have a plan of where 

you’ll go if power will be out for an 

extended time. 

 Install a transfer safety switch on 

your generator or cut off  power at 

your breaker box before operating to 

protect others from backfe d power on 

our lines.

During the storm
 Never touch a fallen electric line—

assume all wires on the ground are 

energized and beware of lines covered 

by snow.

 Don’t use a gas or charcoal grill 

indoors due to carbon monoxide. 

 Stay inside, dress in layers and close 

off  unused rooms. 

 Visit safeelectricity.org or redcross.org 
for more tips

Winter is here

LIHEAP
T he Low Income Home Energy Assistance 

Program (LIHEAP) may be able to help pay 

your electric bill. Contact your local offi  ce as soon as 

possible to see if you qualify to receive benefi ts. 

Contact your local county’s offi ce for information:

Cass 217-243-9404

Logan 217-732-2159

Macon 217-428-2193

Mason 309-543-6988

Menard 217-632-3878

Morgan 217-243-9404

Sangamon 217-535-3120

Tazewell 309-694-4391

+

-
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Board Meeting Report
For full minutes please visit our website at www.menard.com or contact our offi ce.

Menard Electric Cooperative
From the Board Room
September 22, 2015

P resent were Manager Eric Hobbie, 

Attorney Charles Smith, Directors 

Jay Frye, Jerry Brooks, Warren Goetsch, 

Gary Martin, Donald McMillan, 

Michael Patrick, Roy Seaney and 

Jodine Tate.  Director Steve Worner 

was absent. 

 Frye reviewed the Consensus 

Agenda; it was approved as presented.  

 Hobbie suggested the establishment 

of a Memorial Fund as a result of the 

death of Bob Burris.

 Hobbie presented the fi nancial report 

for the month of August. Year to date 

margins were $1,643,257 compared to 

$1,164,896 a year earlier. Equity as of 

the end of August was 37.62% and the 

number of member accounts served 

was 10,812 compared to 10,758 a year 

ago. Net Utility Plant at the end of 

August was $43,633,389 compared to 

$42,721,943 last year. Th e cooperative 

continues to meet the requirements of 

the RUS, FFB and NRUCFC.

 Th e Manager’s report was approved 

as presented. 

 Goetsch reported on AIEC activities 

and the Region V meeting.

 Martin reported on Prairie Power, 

Inc. 

 Hobbie reported he had been 

appointed to the Prairie Power 

Technology Committee.

 Hobbie presented the Capital Credit 

Estates Refunds Report.

1-800-872-1203 • 217-632-7746
www.menard.com

This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.

14300 State Hwy 97
P.O. Box 200, Petersburg, IL 62675 

www.facebook.com/
MenardElectric

Wish List

Put energy effi ciency on your wish 

list this year! Think small (a smart 

power strip, LED light) or think big 

(an Energy Star appliance), either 

way you’ll save all next year. 

High School Seniors – 
10 Scholarships worth $2,000 each!

Thomas H. Moore Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
Memorial Scholarship Program

Ten scholarships will be awarded for the 2016-2017 school year.

To apply, visit www.menard.com. 

Th e deadline for general scholarships is December 31, 2015.

Th e deadline for the lineworker’s scholarship is April 30, 2016.

5 Scholarships are available for the sons/daughters of Illinois 

cooperative members for any two or four year accredited 

college in the United States.

1 Scholarship is reserved for the son/daughter of an Illinois 

cooperative employee or director for any school in the United 

States.

3 Scholarships are available for the sons/daughters of 

Illinois cooperative members, employees, or directors 

for an Illinois community college.

1 Scholarship is reserved to help pay for costs to attend 

lineworker’s school conducted by AIEC in conjunction 

with Lincoln Land Community College in Springfi eld, 

Illinois. Th is scholarship is for the son or daughter of 

an Illinois cooperative member, employee, or director; 

an individual who has served or is serving in the U.S. 

armed forces or National Guard; or an individual 

enrolled in the Lincoln Land lineworker’s school.


