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“Growing up we liked going to 

the Christmas tree farms each 

year and picking out a fir tree,” says 

Jessica (Bomke) Podany, one of the 

owners of Bomke’s Patch. But Jessica 

says that as she and her siblings got 

older they found there weren’t many 

options in this area. In 2001, the 

Bomke fifth-generation corn, soybean 

and cattle family farm, begun in 1941, 

ventured into Christmas trees.

 A few years later six members of 

the Bomke family and their spouses 

created Bomke’s Patch, with the slogan 

“A place where tradition begins.” They 

added pumpkins a few years later. 

 A lot of the work for the Patch 

throughout the year is done by the 

women of the family while the men 

are still heavily involved in the other 

farm operations. 

 The current 15 acres of trees have 

each been planted by hand; 3,000 

three-year-old trees are added each 

year, usually late in the summer or early 

fall, before the pumpkins are harvested. 

 “If we planted earlier we’d need to 

worry more about water,” says Jessica. 

As it is, watering the trees takes a day-

and-a-half to complete and is done 

once a week. 

 Sprayers have been modified to 

work with the trees to provide water 

and to spray for weeds and bugs. 

Extensive mowing and trimming the 

bottom branches of each tree is also 

done to help with controlling weeds.

 Jessica and Kim say they lose about 

1/3 of the trees each year. “We are 

growing something that isn’t native 

here,” says Jessica. “We do what we 

can; get the soil tested and add what it 

needs, but that’s a lot of what we can 

do.” She adds, “The heat and drought 

got quite a few last year.” 

 The Douglas fir tree (resembling a 

pine) is the only native species to this 

area; others come from more north-

ern climates. The patch sells several 

varieties: Caanans and Frasers are 

popular ones, Balsams are a bit softer 

and more fragrant, and Concolors are 

thicker and bluish with an interesting 

citrus smell.

 The trees take about nine to 11 

years to mature. Because the patch is 

still young, not all of the trees avail-

able pre-cut are grown on the farm. 

“We buy some of the bigger trees from 

up north. We wouldn’t have enough 

of the 8-10 foot variety if we didn’t,” 

Jessica says. 

 In addition to planting and water-

ing, the trees have to be pruned by 

hand twice a year. Kim Bomke says 

Family and Fir Trees
The two go hand-in-hand at Bomke’s Patch

(Continued on page 16c)

Menard Electric members Kim Bomke and Jessica Podany are two partners of 
Bomke’s Patch, a Christmas tree farm located near Springfield. 
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We are Thankful…

We are able to focus our efforts on providing reliable and afford-

able service, not on making profits for distant stakeholders. 

They each have strong ties in their local communities and have 

made a long term commitment to serving you. 

 

We are an autonomous and independent co-op, and yet when  

it makes sense to join with another cooperative on a project we  

can do so. And when big storms hit we can rely on other electric  

co-ops throughout the state and country for help to get power 

restored quicker.

Our 32 employees are dedicated to serving our members; several  

current employees have more than 30 years experience!  

Thank you to all of you who are patient during outages, stay 

informed about this cooperative, attend the annual meeting, vote  

for directors, pay on time, and recognize our need to trim trees to 

keep service reliable. 

1-800-872-1203 
217-632-7746
www.menard.com

14300 State Hwy 97
P.O. Box 200, Petersburg, IL 62675 

Office Closings
Our office will be closed 
Nov. 11 for Veteran’s Day 
and Nov. 28 & 29 for 
Thanksgiving. 

Need Help 
Paying Your 
Electric Bill? 
If you qualify, the Low Income 

Home Energy Assistance Program 

(LIHEAP) would provide a one-time 

lump sum payment directly to us on 

your behalf. The payment is based 

upon the number of people in your 

household and their combined 30-day 

gross monthly income. Family of one-

$1,439; two-$1,939; four-$2,944. Call 

your local office today for additional 

amounts and more information about 

electric, natural gas, propane, wood 

and heating oil payments. 

Community Action Partnership 
of Central Illinois (CAPCIL) 
www.capcil.org
Logan County-217-732-2159; 

Mason County-309-543-6988; 

Menard County-217-632-3878

Decatur-Macon County 
Opportunity Corp.
217-428-0155 ext. 219; www.dmcoc.org

MCS Community Services  
(Cass & Morgan County) 217-243-9404;
www.morgancounty.il.com

Sangamon County Dept. of 
Community Resources 217-535-
3120; www.co.sangamon.il.us

Tazwood Community Service, Inc. 
(Tazewell County) 309-266-9941
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Family and Fir Trees 
(Continued from page 16a)
that to get that traditional Christmas 

tree shape, the leaders (top points) of the 

tree have to be trimmed so there is only 

one. “Otherwise you can kind of get a 

deer antler shape to them,” she says. “It’s 

interesting for us shorter gals to do that 

job-we just take out our stools.” 

 Then in late summer the family 

takes a few weekends and trims any 

trees more than four feet to shape 

them for the upcoming season.  

 Bomke’s Patch opens for the 

Christmas season the day after 

Thanksgiving. Families can ride a 

wagon down, pick out their tree, cut it 

themselves or have an employee do it. 

Then they ride the wagon back while 

the employees take the tree up, shake 

it, wrap it and load it up.

 Guests are encouraged to partake 

in hot cocoa and popcorn, take a fam-

ily photo, and peruse the local mer-

chant items and holiday décor. 

 There’s even a petting zoo at Jessica’s 

house, just down the way from the 

trees. (All of the family lives nearby.)

 “We really emphasize family. We 

want a place where families can come 

and get away from technology and step 

back in time. It’s really what we looked 

forward to when we were young and 

wanted to create for our kids; and we 

wanted to be able to share that. 

 “A lot of people come for tradition. 

They picked out trees when they were 

younger and now they are bringing 

their kids,” says Jessica.

 Bomke’s Patch opens for the season 

the day after Thanksgiving. It will have 

extended hours that weekend and the 

next, and will feature a new attraction 

this year - a night lot. “We are going 

to recreate that Christmas tree lot you 

see in movies-with pre-cut trees and 

Christmas lights. It’s for people who 

can’t get here until after dark but still 

want the experience,” says Jessica. 

 For more information see Bomke’s 

Patch website at www.bomkespatch.

com, visit their Facebook page or call 

217-341-4905.

Cook more energy-efficiently
The U.S. Dep. of Energy esti-

mates that cooking accounts for 

4% of total home energy use, and this 

doesn’t include the energy costs associ-

ated with refrigeration, water heating, 

and dishwashing. As holiday baking 

gears up, keep these tips in mind to 

control energy costs:

• Keep the oven door closed; opening 

it reduces the temperature up to 25 

degrees and forces the oven to use 

more energy.  

• Don’t preheat the oven for recipes 

that will bake longer than an hour. 

• Turn off the oven/stove top during 

the last 5-10 minutes of baking time. 

• Lower the temperature 25 degrees 

for ceramic or glass dishes; they hold 

heat better. 

• Keep the metal reflectors under your 

electric stove burners free of dirt and 

grime.  

• Use your slowcooker, microwave, 

toaster oven, or warming plate when 

you can. 

• At your next party, turn down your 

furnace and let the heat of the oven 

and all those guests keep the tem-

perature comfortable.

• Your pans need good contact with 

the burner; replace any warped-bot-

tom pans that take longer to heat up.  

 

Source: U.S. Department of Energy

Thomas H. Moore  
Illinois Electric Cooperatives  
Memorial Scholarship Program 

• $1,500 College Scholarships 

• Apply online at www.menard.com  

• Deadline is December 31, 2013 

• 4 scholarships available for 
children of active IL electric  
co-op members  

• 2 scholarships available for 
children of IL electric co-op 
 members, employees or 
directors enrolling full-time  
at an IL community college

• 1 scholarship available  
for a child of an IL 
electric cooperative 
employee or director 

$1,500 LaVern and Nola McEntire 
Lineworker’s Scholarship 

• To attend Lineworker School 
at Lincoln Land Community 
College 

• Application available at  
www.menard.com 

• Deadline is April 30, 2014  
• Must be: child of co-op 

member, relative of co-op 
employee or director, already 
enrolled in the lineworker 
school, or have served or are 
serving in the armed forces  
or National Guard

Attention High School Seniors

available 
an IL 

erative 
director 
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Board Meeting Report
For full minutes please visit our website at www.menard.com or contact our office.

Menard Electric Cooperative
From the Board Room
August 27, 2013

Present were Manager Lynn Frasco, 

Attorney Charles Smith, and 

Directors Gary Martin, Jerry Brooks, 

Jay Frye, Warren Goetsch, Donald 

McMillan, Michael Patrick, Roy Seaney, 

Jodine Tate and Steven Worner.

 Frasco and System Engineer Brady 

Smith reviewed proposed line extension 

and meter loop fee schedule.

 Frasco said co-op was advised that as 

University of Illinois, Springfield pur-

chased power from the co-op, the co-op 

and its Directors would be required 

to fill out and complete the State of 

Illinois Financial Disclosure Form and 

Conflict of Interest Statement sent by 

UIS Purchasing Department. Smith 

advised he would discuss with UIS 

business manager before advising the 

Board whether or not to submit.  

 Frasco advised the co-op was 

approved under the CoBank Sharing 

Success Program for a $4,000 contribu-

tion through CoBank to the Menard 

County Fairgrounds. 

 Frasco discussed joint Board meet-

ing scheduled with Spoon River 

Electric Cooperative for September 19 

in Canton to discuss implementing a 

joint tree trimming program. 

 Approved CoBank amendment to 

co-op line of credit.  

 Tate discussed Cass Communication’s 

plans for expanding Internet service into 

a portion of Menard’s service area. Board 

discussed co-op’s potential involvement 

in providing Internet to members. 

 Year to date margins were 

$1,753,014 compared to $1,024,736 a 

year earlier. Equity as of the end of July 

was 34.64% and the number of mem-

bers served was 10,668 compared to 

10,570 a year ago. Net Utility Plant at 

the end of July was $40,721,711 com-

pared to $38,184,093 last year. Co-op 

continues to meet requirements of RUS, 

FFB and NRUCFC.

BULB
A monthly tip to help you use electricity safely and efficiently. See 
safeelectricity.org and togetherwesave.com for more ways to go 
“beyond the bulb” to keep your family using energy wisely every day. 

Beyond the

It’s Daylight Savings Time 
this month and that 

means your lights will come 
on earlier. Use motion sen-
sors and LED bulbs in out-
door lights for more security 
and energy efficiency. Use 
timers on indoor lights 
when gone for a few days 
and on holiday lights later 
this month. And contact us 
if you’re interested in a pole-
mounted security light.

New Employee
Menard Electric 

Cooperative welcomes 

Gary Wagner, who joined 

the co-op in September as an 

Apprentice Lineman. Gary 

comes from the Mt. Sterling 

area and has completed 

the powerline program at 

Northwest Iowa Community 

College. 
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