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The 79th Annual Meeting
I t was a beautiful day for the 79th 

annual meeting of members, held 

June 4 at PORTA High School. One 

member told us, “It’s not offi  cially 

summer until we come to Menard 

Electric’s Annual Meeting. We come 

every year.” 

 We hope you and your family 

were among the more than 700 who 

attended. If you didn’t, we don’t want 

to make you feel bad, but feel we 

must mention that you missed some 

excellent grilled pork chops from 

the Mason County Pork Producers, 

and fun times laughing with your 

neighbors as comedy magician 

Lyndy Phillips performed some 

pretty amazing tricks with audience 

volunteers. Members also elected 

directors, approved a resolution, and 

heard reports about the co-op. What 

follows is a synopsis of the reports.

Director Election
Steve Worner of District 6 and Roy 

Seaney of District 1 ran unopposed 

and were re-elected. Director Jerry 

Brooks of District 4 was honored for 

his service as he retired from the board 

after 21 years. Members elected, by a 

ballot vote, Dennis Ryan of Petersburg 

to serve the district.  

Resolution Vote
 Members voted to pass a resolution 

to raise the cooperative debt limit. 

General Manager Eric Hobbie talked 

about the resolution and said an 

increase was needed to maintain and 

update the electrical infrastructure 

in coming years. He showed how the 

increase matches a 3 percent infl ation 

rate since the former limit was set 17 

years ago. More information regarding 

the resolution is available on our 

website. 

Treasurer Jodine Tate’s Report
 Jodine Tate talked about the co-op’s 

strong fi nancial position and the 

$375,000 in capital credits for years 

1992 and a portion of 1993 refunded 

just before the meeting. Menard 

Electric has refunded a total of $8.6 

million in capital credits, which are 

unique to the cooperative business 

model. Financial reports were printed 

in the Offi  cial Notice that was mailed 

to you in May, and is available on 

our website.

Board President Jay Frye’s Report
 Jay talked about how we are 

diff erent from other utilities because 
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our members have the power. He also 

discussed the co-op’s continued focus 

on improving safety and reliability 

by maintaining proper right of way 

clearance, as well as a careful approach 

to the utilization of new technologies. 

Jay’s report was printed in the Offi  cial 

Notice and you can read it online at 

www.menard.com.

General Manager Eric Hobbie’s 
Report
 We’ve talked in this magazine 

before about how co-ops serve less 

people per mile of line, making our 

costs of infrastructure higher. Hobbie 

said we serve roughly four meters 

per mile of line, versus Ameren’s 

30 and CWLP’s 70 meters per 

mile. “Infrastructure is a major cost 

component of an electric utility, 

this puts cooperatives in a very 

unfavorable position, but yet our rates 

are reasonably competitive with these 

other models,” he said. 

 Hobbie gave three reasons why 

co-ops stay competitive. First is that we 

provide no incentives to increase profi ts 

like investor-owned utilities – we are 

non-profi t and member owned. Our 

margins are reinvested into the system 

and returned later as capital credits. 

 Secondly Hobbie reminded 

members we are a distribution 

Using a ballot vote members elected Dennis Ryan (left) of Petersburg 
as a new director to fi ll the vacancy from Jerry Brooks’ retirement. Th ey 
also re-elected Roy Seaney of Tallula (center) and Steve Worner 
of Manito (right).

Th is pirate, 
complete with 
a shark fi n 
balloon hat, 
clearly enjoyed 
her visit with 
Tim the Twister 
and Sunshine 
the Clown. 

Jerry Brooks was honored for more than 21 years of service.

Laughter fi lled the auditorium during Lyndy Phillips’ performance. 
Several audience members became part of the comedic magician’s act.
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cooperative. We own a portion of our generation 

supply and buy the remainder of power we 

need with short and long term contracts 

through Prairie Power Inc. Th is minimizes price 

fl uctuation and protects us, and you, from volatile 

swings in power prices. Hobbie explained that 

investor-owned utility customers buy their power 

through short term contracts with 3rd party 

vendors (who have been helped by current low 

market prices), but as the price of power rises 

these customers will face rising costs.  

 Lastly, Hobbie said the co-op minimizes its 

higher distribution costs by focusing on lean 

operations, a fi scally conservative approach to 

expansion and investment, and utilizing proven 

technologies without investing in every bell and 

whistle available. We can do this partly because 

co-ops are able to work together and share 

resources, such as tree trimming services, federal 

loans, banking structures and so forth. 

 He went on to discuss carefully considered 

technology improvements made this year to 

reduce costs and increase service. Th is included 

working with vendors to increase cyber security 

to protect the membership and the co-op as well 

as recently setting up a system that allows us to 

continue all core business functions at a remote 

location and ensure reliable service to members if 

a natural disaster should occur.

Our annual meeting is a great opportunity to meet and 

visit with employees.  

More than 700 
members and 
their families 
joined us. 

Everything from bill 

credits and gift cards 

to small appliances 

and LED bulbs were 

awarded to lucky mem-

bers as prizes after the 

meeting. 
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Board Meeting Report
For full minutes please visit our website at www.menard.com or contact our office.

Menard Electric Cooperative
From the Board Room
April 26, 2016

Present were Directors Jay Frye, Warren 

Goetsch, Gary Martin, Donald 

McMillan, Michael Patrick, Roy Seaney, 

Jodine Tate and Steven Worner; Manager 

Eric Hobbie and Attorney Charles Smith; 

Director Jerry Brooks was absent.

 Hobbie presented Manager’s Report for 

March 2016.  He reviewed balance sheet, 

budget, outage summary and safety report.  

 Hobbie reviewed status of 2016 irriga-

tion construction, and presented irrigation 

load control update.  

 He discussed a request from NRECA 

for contribution to the International Fund 

for the Bolivia Project. Board discussed, but 

took no action.  

 May Board Meeting date rescheduled for 

May 24, 2016.  

 Hobbie presented the financial report for 

the month of March. Year to date margins 

were $314,344 compared to $239,003 a 

year earlier. Equity as of the end of March 

was 37.42% and the number of member 

accounts served was 10,810 compared to 

10,779 a year ago. Net utility plant at the 

end of March was $43,989,809 compared 

to $43,064,182 last year. The cooperative 

continues to meet the requirements of the 

RUS, FFB and NRUCFC.

 Hobbie reviewed NRECA National 

Director’s Study. Goetsch advised there 

was no AIEC Board Meeting. Hobbie pre-

sented update of Manager’s Meeting.  

 Martin reported on Prairie Power, Inc. 

Martin appointed Director and Worner 

Alternate for PPI Board; Martin was 

named Delegate and Worner Alternate 

Delegate to PPI Annual Meeting. 

John Whitehurst retires
J ohn Whitehurst retires July 1st after 

working for Menard Electric for  

37 years, beginning as a store clerk for 

nine years before moving to Staking 

Engineer. 

 John works with members who are 

building new services to their homes, 

businesses and farms and is known to 

many irrigators in Mason County.

 Like most technical professions, 

technology has changed how the work 

is completed. What used to be done 

with a pencil and paper is now done 

on the computer. “Google Earth is 

so much easier for land descriptions, 

JULIE locates and more,” he notes. 

 But the technical aspects of the job 

aren’t what he has enjoyed the most, 

he says, “I enjoyed getting to know 

members over the whole area.” 

 John says he has also been thankful 

to have a job where he can work both 

inside and outside of the office. “And, 

I am always amazed at what a blessing 

it has been to make a good living in 

a small town. I am very thankful for 

that,” he says.  

 Engineering Manager Brady Smith 

says, “I would say John’s best asset is his 

ability to maintain calm in pressured 

times. He has been a very dedicated 

and accountable employee of Menard 

Electric. It has been a pleasure to work-

ing with John; he maintains a good 

attitude and strives to be helpful to 

other employees and the membership.”  

 We are sure John will stay busy in 

retirement volunteering for his church 

and working at his store, Past Charm 

Antiques, in Petersburg.  

 

We asked John for some memories over the 
years and he described one storm that sticks 
out from early in his career. 
 “When I was in the warehouse I’d 

go out with the crews sometimes in 

storms. There was an ice storm one 

year, on New Year’s Eve I believe. I 

was out there and I couldn’t believe 

what I was seeing out there. The lines 

were whipping so hard – they were 

making this whoosh, whoosh sound 

and it was so loud. 

 The lines were moving so hard that 

the poles, you know how big the poles 

are, well they were twisting back and 

forth in the ground. The linemen were 

up in buckets trying to fix hardware 

on those poles. I was scared out of my 

wits just standing on the ground. I just 

can’t say enough about what they do, 

the positions they get into out there.”

2016 8-foot Ram 2500 truck bed. Sealed 
bids should be received in our office by 
4:00 p.m. on July 15th. 


