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 Th is is YOUR Co-op and 

it’s a great time to get involved 

by learning about the co-op, 

meeting employees and electing 

directors. Look for your Offi  cial 

Notice to arrive in the next few 

weeks with all the details! Don’t 

forget to bring the registration 

card from the back of the notice 

for a $10 bill credit. 

 SusieO will present Kids, Crops, 
Sows and Cows – Life Happens, 
Learn to Bounce.
 Susie Oberdahlhoff  is a city-born 

preacher’s kid turned farm wife and 

mother who entertains audiences 

across the country with her wit and 

wisdom as she reminds audiences of 

the importance of learning to bounce 

through life’s twists and turns. 

1) Th e pork chop dinner prepared 

by the Mason County Pork 

Producers is always delicious, 

and you don’t have to cook or 

clean up. 

2) We are giving each member 

an oven mitt, palm grater 

and jar opener to use 

when you do have 

to cook for your 

family later. 

3) You could win a $300 bill 

credit or another great prize 

(there are many). 

4) Bring your kids for bucket truck 

rides (weather permitting), face 

painting and balloon twisting. 

5) We have great entertainment 

planned!

to attend your annual meeting

Visit www.facebook.com/MenardElectric for updates prior to the event. 
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Students Meet with Legislators on Youth Day 
 Four students represented 

Menard Electric Cooperative at 

the Illinois Electric and Telephone 

Cooperatives’ Youth Day in 

Springfield on Wednesday, March 25.

 Sophia Pensabene and Tucker 

Hirsch of Sherman, Connor Wade 

of Dawson and Jennifer Davis of 

Petersburg met with Senators John 

Sullivan, Wm. Sam McCann and 

David Koehler and Representative 

Tim Butler. While in Springfield 

they also heard from Lt. Governor 

Evelyn Sanguinetti and Secretary of 

State Jesse White and visited the Old 

State Capitol and Abraham Lincoln 

Presidential Museum. 

 Each student filled out an appli-

cation and conducted a personal 

interview for the chance to attend the 

Youth to Washington Tour. Sophia 

and Tucker were chosen as winners 

and Jennifer as alternate. 

 Menard Electric will sponsor 

the students on the weeklong tour 

of Washington, D.C. this summer 

where they will visit the U.S. Capitol 

Youth Day Participants are shown here with Representative Tim Butler. 
From left are Sophia Pensabene, Tucker Hirsch, Rep. Butler, Connor Wade and 
Jennifer Davis. 

Building; meet Illinois Congressmen 

and Senators; and tour Gettysburg, 

Arlington National Cemetery, 

the Holocaust and Smithsonian 

Museums, the Saudi Arabia Embassy, 

the Washington Monument and 

the Memorials of Lincoln, Jefferson, 

Korean War, Vietnam War, World 

War II, Iwo Jima, U.S. Marine Corps 

and Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 

New General Manager 
 After a nationwide search, your 

Board of Directors selected Eric 

Hobbie of Springfield as your new 

General Manager. Current General 

Manager Lynn Frasco will retire fol-

lowing the annual meeting. 

 Hobbie will begin his service 

on or about May 26. He comes from 

City, Water, Light and Power in 

Springfield, Ill., where he has served 

as Chief Utility Engineer since 2009. 

His current position includes over-

seeing all aspects of the water and 

electric division operations, includ-

ing electric generation, transmission 

and distribution, financial and busi-

ness functions, and infrastructure 

improvements. He began with the 

utility in 1993 as a relay technician 

and has advanced through several 

positions of increasing engineering 

and management responsibilities 

during his 22 years of service. He 

earned an MBA degree from the 

University of Illinois in 2004 and 

a BS in electrical engineering from 

Southern Illinois University in 1992. 

Eric and his wife Molly, along with 

his children Brian and Megan, reside 

in Springfield. 

Meet Eric at the Annual 
Meeting June 6
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 Just across the street from our 

offi  ce is a new business on our lines - 

Roots. We’ve watched with curiosity as 

the New Salem Country Opry building 

was transformed and in late March we 

visited with owner Craig Reincke about 

the history, name and purpose of Roots. 

 “I wanted to tie in what was here 

with what I’m doing now, and also 

look towards the future. Th at’s where 

the name Roots came from. It also ties 

into my landscaping background; you 

have to rely on roots to produce some-

thing,” says Craig. 

 Th e building looks quite diff erent 

now but the basic structure is from 

the Opry and the ceiling beams still 

contain marks where the stage was 

set. Inside you’ll fi nd a paved fl oor, 

full bar, stage area and large open area. 

Craig plans to have a mural painted of 

famous persons who sang at the Opry. 

 “We also have what I believe 

is probably the area’s only drive-in 

kitchen,” says Craig. Th e kitchen area 

in the back is open to the garage door 

entry on the side of the building. Th e 

stage area can fold away and allow a 

vehicle to drive into any area. “It gives 

us options. We could have a car show 

even in here,” he says. 

 Roots is primarily a reception 

and event hall. It can be rented for 

any number of events from birthday 

parties and corporate events to com-

munity nights and more. 

 Craig suggests the pond out back 

would make a good wedding venue. 

Indoors, a stage provides a backdrop for 

many event possibilities. Events held at 

Roots in April included a youth paint 

night, line dancing lessons, a band and 

a comedian performance.

 Th e building is home to Image 

Sports, which includes a batting 

cage, golf simulator and other sports 

items. Th e sports gear folds away 

behind decorative curtains whenever 

the building is rented, but provides a 

use for the space when it isn’t. Image 

Sports members receive a key fob so 

they can enter as they wish and use the 

equipment; memberships are available 

on an individual or family basis. 

 Housed behind the building 

is a branch of Image Design and 

Landscaping. Th e company is based 

in Nokomis where it originated in 

2002, and has been working in this 

area for a few years now. Craig and his 

team provide services such as outdoor 

kitchens and fi re pits, retaining walls, 

basic landscaping, water features, irri-

gation, lighting, paver patios, seed sod 

and much more. You can see evidence 

of their work in the indoor stone bar 

and the landscaping around the Roots 

building. Craig says he doesn’t have 

a retail business for the landscaping, 

but can sometimes provide individual 

items like mulch or bushes by request. 

 Roots is located at 14305 IL 

State Hwy 97, just South of New 

Salem (and across from our offi  ce). 

To inquire about renting the build-

ing call Maddie Brown at 217-710-

1900. Also visit them online at www.

nsroots.com or www.facebook.com/

newsalemroots for information and 

to see an event calendar. 

 For information about Image 

Sports or Image Design and 

Landscaping call Craig at 217-

563-2002. You can also visit the 

website imagelandscapellc.com and 

the Facebook Page under Image 

Landscaping. 

Member Spotlight 

Roots

Craig Reincke stands just inside the entrance 
to Roots, located in Petersburg.
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Board Meeting Report
For full minutes please visit our website at www.menard.com or contact our offi ce.

Menard Electric Cooperative
From the Board Room
March 3, 2015 (February Meeting)

P resent was Manager Lynn Frasco, 

Attorney Charles Smith, Manager 

of Accounting & Information Systems 

Chris Hinton, System Engineer Brady 

Smith and Directors Gary Martin, 

Jerry Brooks, Jay Frye, Warren Goetsch, 

Donald McMillan, Michael Patrick, 

Jodine Tate and Steven Worner. 

Director Roy Seaney was absent. 

 Smith presented line clearance bids. 

Board approved acceptance of clear-

ance contract bid from Wright Tree 

Service as recommended by Smith. 

 Frasco and Hinton presented the 

Revised Rate Adjustment Proposal 

for 2015 and reviewed the terms and 

provisions of the proposal. After dis-

cussion, the Board approved the rate 

adjustment, to be eff ective for the 

April 2015 billing. 

 Frasco and Hinton discussed the 

Revenue Deferral Repayment Schedule 

and recommended the co-op delay 

receipt of any remaining deferred rev-

enue and take the remaining deferred 

revenue possibly later in the year. After 

discussion, the Board accepted the 

recommendation.

 Manager Frasco reviewed the status 

of irrigation construction for 2015. He 

advised the HomE 3.0 Rebate Program 

was on hold at the present time. 

 Th e Board reviewed the General 

Manager Candidate Interview Schedule. 

 Frasco reviewed the Sherman 

Franchise as approved by the Sherman 

1-800-872-1203 • 217-632-7746
www.menard.com

This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.

14300 State Hwy 97
P.O. Box 200, Petersburg, IL 62675 

www.facebook.com/
MenardElectric

Village Council. Th e Board approved 

the agreement. 

 Frasco presented the Financial Report 

for the month of January. Year to date 

margins were ($1,956) compared to 

$177,186 a year earlier. Equity as of 

the end of January was 35.70% and the 

number of member accounts served 

was 10,777 compared to 10,710 a year 

ago. Net Utility Plant at the end of 

January was $42,905,363 compared to 

$41,210,661 last year. Th e cooperative 

continues to meet the requirements of 

the RUS, FFB and NRUCFC.

 Brooks reported on the meeting of 

the Annual Meeting Committee and 

discussed plans for the 2015 Annual 

Meeting. 

Our offi ce will be closed 
Monday, May 25th 

in observance of Memorial Day

Sign up now for our budget bill-

ing program. You’ll pay the same 

amount each bill for 11 months and 

then receive either an amount due or 

a credit in the 12th month, depend-

ing on your usage for the year. Call 

the offi  ce for details. 

    Don’t like   
        surprises? 

Electrical safety c hecklist
 Electricity is such an integral part 

of our lives that it’s easy to forget 

about it, and that it can be dangerous if 

proper safety precautions aren’t taken. 

 Consider these sobering statistics: 

Electricity is the cause of over 140,000 

fi res each year, resulting in more than 

500 deaths, 4,000 injuries and $1.6 

billion in property damage, according 

to the Electrical Safety Foundation 

International (ESFI). 

 Complete this checklist in honor 

of May as Electrical Safety Month.

 Vacuumed refrigerator coils to elim-

inate dirt buildup that reduces effi  -

ciency and can create a fi re hazard. 

 Moved all countertop appliances 

away from the sink. 

 Checked all lights - the wattage of 

bulbs matched that indicated on 

the fi xture. 

 Tested all GFCIs in the bathroom, 

kitchen and outdoor outlets. No 

GFCIs? Contacted an electrician. 

 Verifi ed no extension cords are 

being used to provide power on a 

long-term basis. 

 Tested smoke alarms (every month). 

Also ensured batteries have been 

replaced in the last year and detec-

tors are less than 10 years old. 

 Verifi ed fuse box/circuit breaker 

box is appropriately labeled.

 Visually inspected all outlet and 

switch cover plates for missing, 

cracked or broken plates. 

 We ran out of room! Visit our 

website at www.menard.com for the 

complete checklist. 


