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77th Annual Meeting
Saturday, June 7 at PORTA High School in Petersburg

Will you join us? 
You can…

• Enjoy a free performance by High Road III, an award-winning 

gospel group from Nashville

• Dine on a delicious dinner prepared by the Mason County Pork 

Producers

• Visit with friends and neighbors 

• Amuse the kids with bucket truck rides (weather permitting) and a 

wiring challenge

• Learn something new about your cooperative 

• Leave with an attendance gift - a 15ft. extension cord

• Win a prize (Grand Prize is a $300 bill credit!) 
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MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
P.O. Box 200
Petersburg, IL 62675
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If you cannot attend the 7 th annual meeting of  
Menard Electric Cooperative, please fill out the proxy 

on the reverse side and return this card to:

14300 State Hwy 97
PO Box 200

Petersburg, IL 62675

Menard Electric Cooperative

Proxy votes must be received in the cooperative 
office no later than Ma 29 201

New this year: you’ll need to bring the 
Registration Card from the back of your 
Official Notice. All members who do will 

receive a $10 bill credit.

Keep an eye out for your Annual Meeting Official Notice booklet 
to arrive in the mail later this month for more details and for 
your registration card. 

Visit our Facebook Page for 
a music preview at www.

Facebook.com/MenardElectric
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Students Meet with 
Legislators on Youth Day
P ictured are the seven students 

who represented Menard Electric 

Cooperative at the Illinois Electric 

and Telephone Cooperatives’ Youth 

Day in Springfield on Wednesday, 

April 2.

 The students spent some time 

speaking with Senator John Sullivan 

and Representatives Rich Brauer, 

Norine Hammond and Raymond Poe. 

While in Springfield they also heard 

from Lt. Governor Sheila Simon and 

Secretary of State Jesse White, met 

with a Lincoln actor and visited the 

Old State Capitol. 

 The students are shown here with 

Senator Sullivan and Representatives 

Brauer and Hammond. Front row 

l-r are Paige Hohner of Topeka, 

Abigail Clayton and Tommy Weiss 

of Sherman and 

Nicholas Shaul of 

Pleasant Plains. 

Second row are 

Rep. Hammond, 

Stephanie Robertson 

of Forest City, Austin 

Tuttle of Sherman 

and Matthew Burrus of Arenzville. 

Third row are Rep. Brauer and Sen. 

Sullivan.

 Each student filled out an appli-

cation and conducted a personal 

interview for the chance to attend the 

Youth to Washington Tour. Abigail 

Clayton and Nicholas Shaul were 

chosen as winners and Austin Tuttle 

and Stephanie Robertson as alternates. 

 Menard Electric will sponsor 

the students on the weeklong tour 

of Washington, D.C. this summer 

where they will visit the U.S. Capitol 

Building; meet Illinois Congressmen 

and Senators; and tour Gettysburg, 

Arlington National Cemetery, Iwo 

Jima, the Holocaust and Smithsonian 

Museums, the Saudi Arabia Embassy, 

the Washington Monument and 

the Memorials of Lincoln, Jefferson, 

Korean War, Vietnam War, World 

War II, U.S. Marine Corps and 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 

Thank you for 
your support! 
Y ou received a letter in your April 

bill concerning the EPA’s all-but-

one energy strategy that leaves out 

coal-fired generation. Thank you to all 

members who sent back the informa-

tion needed to let their voices be heard 

in Washington. We appreciate your 

support! 

 If you’d like more information visit 

www.action.coop. 

Did you know...?

Keep in touch with us at:  
www.facebook.com/MenardElectric.

Visit www.menard.com and click on Online Bill Pay 
to access your Billing History and learn about your 
family’s monthly, daily or even hourly electrical 
usage habits. Call the office or see the article on our 
website for more details.

You can find out more about your 
co-op and your usage online? 

NATURAL 
GAS

NUCLEAR

RENEWABLES?
WE CAN’T AFFORD AN

APPROACH
ALL BUT ONE

AMERICA NEEDS AN 
ALL-OF-THE-ABOVE STRATEGY

CONTACT THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION AGENCY NOW!

VISIT ACTION.COOP
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O ne of our members is the Jake 

Wolf Memorial Fish Hatchery. 

“Since it opened in 1982 we’ve raised 

more than 500 million fish from ¼ 

inch to 24 inches in size, though 

most are 2-10 inches,” says Hatchery 

Manager, Steve Krueger. 

 The hatchery is comprised of 22 

ponds and a 36,000 square foot build-

ing sitting on 15 acres in Mason 

County, about 5 miles west of Manito 

near Sand Ridge State Forest. It is 

the largest of three hatcheries in 

the state, and is a part of the Illinois 

Department of Natural Resources; 

funding is provided by the sale of 

Illinois fishing licenses.

 “We are unique in that we grow 16 

species simultaneously. Other hatcher-

ies don’t do that,” says Steve. One rea-

son is the hatchery’s location on the 

Mahomet aquifer, which has a water 

temperature of 54 degrees. “That’s 

how we can raise cold water fish in 

Central Illinois in the summer,” Steve 

says. They can also mix the cooler 

waters with solar-warmed water and 

achieve any temperature needed.

 He lists three reasons the hatchery 

is important: It creates new fisheries 

where they’ve never been before, like 

when schnook salmon were stocked in 

Lake Michigan; helps fish that don’t 

spawn well in the wild, like channel 

catfish; and increases the population 

of sport fish.  “We want to make sure 

everyone who goes fishing has a good 

time,” says Steve. “Fishing is very 

popular in Illinois.”

 The hatchery’s fish are produced for 

state and public waters throughout 

Illinois. Sometimes they will work 

cooperatively with other states and 

“trade fish” but mostly all the fish are 

placed into Illinois waters. They hope 

to put 500,000 fish into Illinois waters 

this year.  

 The day we spoke with Steve they 

were spawning Northern Pike from 

Spring Lake. Employees separate 

the male and female fish and while 

weighing each and recording infor-

mation about them, they retrieve the 

milt (sperm) and eggs needed and 

then pour them together in a large 

bowl. But nothing will happen until 

a little water is added. “We use a tur-

key feather to stir the water around a 

bit. It’s very gentle,” says Steve. After 

about an hour the eggs go into an 

incubator. 

 The eggs will spend two 

weeks in incubation and 

then another two weeks 

absorbing their yolk sacks 

before being started on feed. 

When you’re reading this, 

these eggs are now about 

12,000 fish approximately 

½ inch long. They’ll grow 

three inches a month and by 

mid-July be big enough to 

leave. 

 You can see them if you’d like by 

visiting the hatchery and taking a 

tour, which are given at 10:30 and 

2:30 each day (please call in advance). 

You’ll see a lot of other species as 

well and can learn a great deal about 

Illinois fish in general in the visitor’s 

center. Ask your kids if they’ve been 

to the hatchery; it’s a popular field trip 

destination.

 Steve says now through July is the 

best time to see a variety of species. 

This month you could see rainbow 

trout, brown trout, chinook salmon, 

coho salmon, walleye, skamania steel-

head, northern pike and muskellunge; 

they’ll also be spawning smallmouth 

and largemouth bass. See more infor-

mation at www.dnr.state.il.us or call 

the hatchery at 309-968-7531. 

The 
10,000 

rain-
bow 

trout in 
this tank 

are about 2 
inches longer 

now and on 
May 1st will be 

splashing into 
the bigger waters 

of their new home, 
Lake Michigan.

Hatchery Manager Steve Krueger (far 
left) worked with his team to spawn 
Northern Pike eggs in March.

www.menard.com

Member Spotlight

Jake Wolf Memorial 
Fish Hatchery
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If the month of May means getting the pool 
ready at your house, keep these tips in mind 
to stay safe and save energy:

 Make sure the pool is about 22-25 
feet from overhead power lines. 

 Install GFCI outlets within 20 feet of 
pools.

 Keep appliances at least five feet away 
(use battery-operated when possible) and never touch when wet.

 Use a timer on your pool pump; experiment to see how much time it must run to keep the 
pool clean; and if you’re replacing it, consider a multi-speed pump. 

Pool planning

Board Meeting Report
For full minutes please visit our website at www.menard.com or contact our office.

Menard Electric Cooperative
From the Board Room
February 25, 2014

Present were Manager Lynn 

Frasco, Attorney Charles Smith 

and Directors Gary Martin, Jerry 

Brooks, Jay Frye, Warren Goetsch, 

Donald McMillan, Michael Patrick, 

Roy Seaney, Jodine Tate and Steven 

Worner. 

 Frasco advised the number of mem-

bers using online bill pay continues to 

grow each month.

 He reported that 40 new irrigation 

systems were to be installed and 10 are 

completed. 

 A consensus was reached to send a 

letter to the membership concerning 

www.action.coop and discussing the 

government’s overall energy strategy 

and coal-fired generation. 

 Motion passed to donate $200 to 

the Cass County Food Pantry; funds 

donated to MEC from the AIEC to 

use as a donation within the co-op’s 

service territory. 

 Frasco discussed the schedule of 

the RUS 2014-2017 Work Plan and 

Loan. 

 Motion carried to approve a 

$500,000 unsecured 5 year loan with 

2.6% interest from Co-Bank to be 

used to fund acquisition of right-of-

way clearing equipment. 

 Brooks reported on the status of 

plans for the 2014 Annual Meeting. 

 January year to date margins were 

$177,186 compared to ($232,376) a 

year earlier. Equity as of the end of 

January was 34.52% and the num-

ber of members served was 10,710 

compared to 10,545 a year ago. Net 

Utility Plant at the end of January was 

$41,210,661 compared to $38,778,998 

last year. The cooperative continues to 

meet the requirements of the RUS, 

FFB and NRUCFC.

1-800-872-1203 
217-632-7746
www.menard.com

14300 State Hwy 97
P.O. Box 200, Petersburg, IL 62675 

Office closed
Monday, May 26 for 

Memorial Day
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