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Count them down …

 It’s a free meal.

  A $10 bill credit just for coming.

 You could get a free energy 
 efficiency kit. 

  Visit with old friends and 
 neighbors, as well as our  
 employees and directors. 

  You could win something really 
 cool.

  You can shop at our member 
 marketplace.

  You’ll learn something – 
 how to save money! 

  Free kids entertainment and prizes at a new carnival.

   The video presentation is shorter this year (but just as 
 informative).

And the number one reason you should attend your coopera-
tive’s annual meeting is:

 It’s YOUR cooperative! You’re a member-owner;   find 
 out more about how you personally benefit from being a  
 cooperative member. 



 Never been to a co-op annual meeting? This is a great year to join us! Here’s a rough 
breakdown of what goes on. 
 Keep an eye out for your Annual Meeting Official Notice booklet to arrive in the 
mail later this month for more details. 

Saturday, June 5
PORTA High School,  
Petersburg

This year we’ll have a children’s 
carnival in the gym, hosted by 
the youth groups of the Peters-
burg First Christian and Tallula 
Christian Churches. Linemen 
will give bucket truck rides out-
side to all interested kids as well.
You may enjoy the activities as 
a family or leave your kids in a 
secure, closely monitored setting 
while you relax and attend the 
workshop and meeting. 

 A free pork chop dinner and dessert.

Receive a $10 bill credit just for 
registering.
Prizes awarded at 7:15 p.m., includ-
ing the Grand Prize: $500 toward 
an Energy Star Appliance!



 Bob 
Burris was 
recently 
named 
General 
Foreman 
at Menard 

Electric Cooperative. He 
started at the co-op in 
1982 as an Apprentice and 
has held the positions of 
Lineman, Leadman and 
Area Serviceman. Bob 
takes over the position af-
ter the retirement of Terry 
Entwistle.

 Troy Sha-
fer is taking 
the Area 
Serviceman 
position 
vacated by 
Bob. Troy 
began at 

the co-op in 1992 as an 
Apprentice and has held 
the position of Lineman 
and Leadman.

 Kevin 
Masten is 
taking the 
Leadman 
position 
vacated 
by Troy’s 

advancement. He started 
at the co-op in 1998 as an 
Apprentice and was most 
recently a Lineman.

 A Member Marketplace will fea-
ture member businesses and goods 
for sale. (If you have an at-home 
business and would like to set up a 
free booth call Michelle at 217-632-
7746.)

 An energy efficiency workshop 
as well as a hands-on energy ef-
ficiency wall depicting a home’s 
outer wall with real working duc-
twork will show you how you can 
save money each month on your 
heating and cooling bills. 
 The first 100 attendees to the 
workshop receive a free energy-
efficiency starter kit filled with 
items to get you started saving 
money!  

 Free blood pressure, glucose and 
oral cancer screenings.

 A 15-minute video report from the 
Manager, Board President and Treasurer 
of the co-op. Directors from districts 1,4 
and 6 will be elected this year. At the time 
of this printing we had not received any 
petitions from members wishing to run for 
the board. Incumbents in these districts 
are Roy Seaney, District 1; Jerry Brooks, 
District 4; Steve Worner, District 6.



 Heat waves are coming sooner 
than we’d like. A good habit to 
get into now is checking your air 
conditioner or heat pump filter 
each month. Check your filter now 
before it’s time to turn on the air 
conditioning. Dirty air filters will 
reduce your system’s efficiency 
levels more than you think, cost-
ing you more money. Chances are 
you’ll need to replace your filter 
every other month, or more often 
if you have multiple pets or smoke 
indoors. Here’s how:
1. Locate your filter. It could 

be in your furnace, between 
the air handler and return 
air duct, or possibly in your 
return air duct in the ceiling. 
Be aware that some newer 
furnaces contain two filters, 
one serving as a backup. Make 
sure you locate the main filter 
on this type of system.

2. Measure your filter carefully. 
They come in all different 
sizes that can vary as little as 
1/8-inch. The size should be 
marked on the old filter.

3. Determine which type of filter 
you need. Most are disposable 
while a few are reusable and 
will just need washing. Fiber-
glass or paper pleated dispos-
able filters are the cheapest.  
 Be careful when shopping 
for a new filter. If your system 
cannot handle the newer, al-
lergen reducing, thicker filters, 
using one could reduce the 
airflow to your unit and cut ef-
ficiency. When you buy a new 
filter, get several so you have 
them on hand. 

4. Place the new filter in the 
unit exactly where you found 
the old. Now, don’t just for-
get about it. Check it every 
month. 

 Outdoor family fun really takes off in the spring. But before you get 
out the kites and start those outdoor games, we recommend you review 
these safety rules with your family: 

Never climb trees near power lines. Even if the power lines aren’t 
touching the tree, they could touch when more weight is added to 
the branch.
Fly kites and model airplanes in large open areas like a park or a field, 
safely away from trees and overhead power lines. Never fly a kite on a 
cloudy day when a thunderstorm may be brewing.
Never climb a utility pole or tower. The electricity carried through 
this equipment is extremely high voltage and could kill you.
Don’t play on or around pad-mounted electrical equipment (those 
large green boxes sometimes located in yards).
Never go into an electric substation for any reason. Electric substa-
tions contain high-voltage equipment, which can kill you. Never 
rescue a pet or retrieve a ball or toy that goes inside. Call your electric 
utility instead.
Be sure all pools and outdoor play areas are away from power lines 
and call JULIE before installing any new posts. 
Install and use GFCI outlets outside. Use portable GFCIs if outlets 
don’t have them. Keep appliances 10 feet from pools, ponds and wet 
surfaces. 
Spring showers 
bring more than 
just puddles to 
splash in. They 
can bring flooded 
areas that are 
never safe to play 
or wade in and 
may be in contact 
with energized 
equipment or fall-
en power lines.

 Visit www.Safe 
Electricity.org for 
more information 
on electrical safety, 
and on-line games 
and activities that 
teach kids to safely 
use and play around 
electricity.



 These simple and easy steps will help you 
to identify and correct electrical dangers 
commonly found in homes. This checklist is 
courtesy of the ESFI, www.electrical-safety.
org.

Are all the bulbs in your lights the 
appropriate wattage for the size of the 
fixtures? A bulb of too-high wattage 
may lead to fire through overheating.
Are cords unwrapped, in good condi-
tion and placed out of the walking 
areas and free of furniture resting on 
them?
Are all extension cords being used 
only on a temporary basis?
Are all outlets and switches working 
properly and cool to the touch? Non-
working or unusually warm outlets or 
switches may indicate an unsafe wiring 
condition exists.
Do you hear crackling, sizzling or buzz-
ing from your outlets? Call a licensed 
electrician to identify the cause.
Are all outlet and switch cover plates 
in good condition? Replace any 
missing, cracked or broken cover 
plates.
Are outlets tamper resistant if 
you have children in the home?
Do all smoke alarms work? 
Smoke alarms should be located 
on every level of the home, in-
side each bedroom, and outside 
each sleeping area.
Are all appliance cords placed 
away from hot surfaces? Cords 
can be damaged by excess heat.
Are all appliances located away 

from the sink? Plug kitchen appliances 
into GFCI protected outlets. 
Is the top and area above the cook-
ing range free of combustibles (for 
example, potholders, plastic utensils)? 
Using the range for storage of non-
cooking equipment may result in fires 
or burns.
Is there excessive vibration or move-
ment when the washer or dryer is 
operating? Movement during opera-
tion can put undue stress on electrical 
connections.
Are the bathroom outlets protected by 
GFCIs? GFCIs should be installed in 
kitchens, bathrooms and other areas 
where the risk of electric shock is high.
If you have any GFCIs, do you test 
them regularly? GFCIs must be operat-
ing properly to protect against electro-
cution. 
Is your fuse box or circuit breaker box 
appropriately labeled?

 Menard Electric welcomes Jason Beggs as 
a second-year Apprentice Lineman. Jason 
formerly worked for CWLP as a fourth-year 
apprentice. He lives in Springfield and enjoys 
hunting and fishing. Jason says he wanted to 
work for a cooperative to work in a more rural 
setting. 



 We know how much it can help some 
families to have a monthly budget for 
expenses. That’s why we offer a budget 
billing program for your residential or 
farm electricity usage. Your bills will be 
the same each month for 11 months. 
 You’ll never again be surprised by 
higher bills during heavy usage periods, 
like that cold snap we had early this 
year, or when your air conditioner runs 
on high to beat a summer heat wave. 
 Now’s the time to sign up for the 
next budget billing cycle. 

 We’ll calculate a monthly budget 
amount by estimating the average 
kilowatt-hour used in the previous 12 
months. For new members, we’ll use the 
best available data we have. 
 For 11 months, you’ll be billed the 
same amount each month. Then, in the 
12th month, you’ll receive a bill con-
taining either a credit (if you used less 
kilowatt-hours than expected during the 
previous 11 months) or an amount due 
(if you used more kilowatt-hours).
 The next budget billing cycle begins 
with our July 7, 2010, billing and ends 
with our May 7, 2011, billing. The  
June 7, 2011, bill will contain the  
credit or amount due. 
 Give us a call if you’re interested at 
800-872-1203 and we can explain the 
program in greater detail and send you 
the necessary information. 

 When people shop for a new car, it seems they always take into 
account the fuel efficiency, realizing that they will have to pay over 
and over for a less economical car. But when shopping for a new 
home, people often only factor in the cost of the mortgage, insur-
ance and taxes, and forget about the utility bills, which they will 
pay over and over again.
 With our Certified Comfort Home booklet, we can help you 
build or remodel a home to get you more “miles-to-the-gallon.” 
 The size of a home’s utility bill is primarily related to the heating 
and cooling costs. And those costs are in direct proportion to the 
efficiency of the heating/cooling system and how much heat the 
home loses in the winter and gains in the summer through the out-
side walls, floor and ceiling. 
 Our guide shows you to build or remodel your home to reduce 
heat loss and gain, as well as describing what heating, air and water 
heating systems to consider. 
 If you build a new home to the specifics in this book, you’ll be 
able to rest assured that your utility bills will be low while your 
comfort level remains high. You’ll also qualify for a one-time $100 
rebate from Menard Electric. 
 Contact us today at 800-872-1203 for a free copy. 



ur Automatic Payment Plan allows you to have your electric bill automatically deducted from your checking or savings 
account on the 17th of each month. It’s always on time and you don’t need checks, envelopes or stamps! We will de-

duct the net amount shown on your bill, and proof of payment will appear on your monthly statement. This form must be 
received in the co-op office by the 20th of the month prior to the month you wish payments to begin.

Mail with a voided check to Menard Electric Cooperative, PO Box 200, Petersburg, IL 62675.

Name: ___________________________________________________ SS# ____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Phone#: _________________________________________________ Map Location # ___________________________

Bank Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________

Bank Account # ____________________________________________________________________________________

Checking acct.                   Savings acct.  

I, _____________________________, authorize Menard Electric Cooperative (MEC) to draw monthly bank drafts through the auto-
matic plan (ACH) on the account shown above for the payment of my electric bill in full and any other services I authorize. I understand 
that I may discontinue my participation at any time by notifying MEC in writing. Both Menard Electric Cooperative and the bank may 
terminate this agreement with 10 days written notice. I understand that MEC reserves the right to limit participation in this program to 
customers whose accounts are in good standing. I understand that the amount of my bill each month will be drafted on the 17th or next 
business day after. I understand that if funds are not available in my account for the draft to clear, there will be a charge posted to my 
MEC account, for NSF, and I will still be required to make full payment before the due date of the bill.

Signature: ____________________________ Date: _______________________________________________________

 Whether you have the newest plasma 
television or not, you probably have a house-
ful of electronics and appliances that could be 
severely damaged in a lightning strike. Look 
around at all the appliances in your kitchen 
and take note of your cordless phone, stereo, 
computer and television. 
 Our homes are filled with sophisticated 
electric equipment and expensive appliances 
that are more sensitive than ever before to 
voltage irregularities due to lightning. What 
would it cost to repair or replace all of these 
items in event of damage due to a lightning-
caused power surge? 
 These items your family enjoys each day 
would quickly add up to big bucks if you had 
to repair or purchase them all at once. Menard 
Electric knows this and offers several ways you 
can protect your investments. It’s easy, just 
sign up for the plan you need and you’re cov-
ered!  

 This plan protects the major electrome-
chanical appliances (white appliances) in your 

home, including your refrigerator, 
washer, dryer, range, dishwasher, etc. 
A whole-house surge protector is installed 
on your electric meter to provide protection 
for less than 17 cents per day, and the price 
includes the surge protector, installation and 
all future maintenance. 

 The premium plan goes beyond the basic 
plan to include protection for sensitive elec-
tronic equipment such as your computer, 
television, stereo, telephone, answering 
machine, clock radio, etc. The plan requires 
an initial $49.95 fee to cover the price of 
four individual point-of-use surge protec-
tors that are used in addition to the whole-
house surge protector. The point-of-use 
protectors can be used to protect an enter-
tainment center, computer center, along 
with a cordless phone and two or three 
other pieces of electronic equipment. A 
circuit receptacle tester is also included 
that will let you know if you have the 
right amount of surge protection.

 We can also provide additional 
point-of-use protection devices for 
your computer, television, satellite 

dish and other electronic equip-
ment. They include lifetime 
warranties for all devices and for 
the repair or replacement of the 
equipment they are protecting. 
Remember, lightning can enter 
your home through a phone line, 
cable line, satellite or antenna 
connection as well as through 
your electrical service. These 
point-of-use devices protect 
these areas and ensure that all 
your electronic devices are cov-
ered. 
    With these devices you can rest 
easy the next time a storm comes, 
knowing your home’s appliances 
and electronics are protected. Call 
our office at 800-872-1203 or 632-
7746 for more details or visit www.
menard.com for information on 
this and other programs we offer.



The monthly Board Meeting of 
the Board of Directors of Menard 
Electric Cooperative was called to 
order by President Gary L. Martin 
at 6:00 p.m. at the headquarters 
of the Cooperative, 14300 State 
Highway 97, Petersburg, County of 
Menard and State of Illinois.
 On roll call the following Direc-
tors were present: Jerry W. Brooks, 
Michael L. Carls, D. Jay Frye, War-
ren D. Goetsch, Gary L. Martin, 
Donald E. McMillan, Michael E. 
Patrick and Steven L. Worner. 
Director Roy H. Seaney was absent. 
Also present was Manager Lynn 
A. Frasco and Attorney Charles K. 
Smith. 
 President Martin reviewed the 
Consensus Agenda. It was moved 
and seconded that the Consensus 
Agenda be approved as presented. 
Motion carried. 
 Manager Frasco presented the 
Manager’s Report for the month 
of January 2010. He reviewed the 
Balance Sheet, Budget, as well as 
the Outage Summary and Safety 
Report. 
 Under the Operations Report, 
Manager Frasco reviewed work 
done by the cooperative crews for 
the month. He discussed the voting 
change made by Norris Electric 
with regard to election of directors. 
He advised that Visa had informed 
the cooperative that the coopera-
tive was not adhering to the Visa 
transaction charges as Visa had a 
different fee structure than other 
credit card companies. He reviewed 
a summary of cooperative mem-
bers who had installed alternative 
energy systems. 
 Manager Frasco also reviewed 
a summary of the 2007 ice storm 
FEMA reimbursements. He 
discussed the agenda and the 
information provided to those who 
had attended the Irrigation Clinic 
on February 4, 2010. He discussed 

with the Board revisions to the 
temporary service charges and line 
extension fees. 
  He also reviewed an amend-
ment to the Agreement for Under-
ground Electric Service Extension 
for the old Tipton Subdivision. 
It was moved and seconded that 
the amendment be approved and 
adopted. Motion carried. He dis-
cussed Terry Entwistle’s retirement 
party scheduled for Friday, March 
5, 2010. 
 He also discussed correspon-
dence and the claim from ATS, 
the cooperative’s software vendor, 
which related to “back billing” for 
Oracle Licenses and other third 
party software licenses and fees. He 
advised how he had responded to 
the claim and that he was in the 
process of negotiating a resolution 
of the claim by ATS. It was moved 
and seconded the Manager’s 
Report be approved as presented. 
Motion carried.
 Manager Frasco presented the 
Financial Report for the month of 
January. Year to date margins were 
$106,773 compared to ($7,517) a 
year earlier. Equity as of the end 
of January was 33.59% and the 
number of members served was 
10,491 compared to 10,467 a year 
ago. Net Utility Plant at the end of 
January was $35,595,897 com-
pared to $34,835,027 last year. The 
cooperative continues to meet the 
requirements of the RUS, FFB and 
NRUCFC.
 Director Goetsch reported on 
AIEC Activities. He advised that 
because of the NRECA Annual 
Meeting, there was no AIEC Board 
Meeting. 
 Director Carls reported on 
Prairie Power. He advised that the 
Annual Meeting of Prairie Power, 
Inc. had been rescheduled for 
March 10, 2010, at 10:00 a.m. at 
Hamilton’s in Jacksonville, Illinois.

 Director Brooks reported on 
plans for the 2010 Annual Meeting. 
 Manager Frasco presented the 
Capital Credit Estates Refunds 
Report. 
 Manager Frasco reviewed 
the proposed 2010 Burton Tree 
Trimming contract and the terms 
thereof. It was moved and second-
ed that the contract be adopted. 
Motion carried.
 Manager Frasco distributed to 
Board Members the NRECA Par-
ticipation Agreement for the DOE 
Smart Grid Grant. It was moved 
and seconded that the agreement 
be adopted. Motion carried.
 Manager Frasco discussed the 
NRECA updated Deferred Com-
pensation Plan and reviewed the 
terms thereof. It was moved and 
seconded that the plan be adopted. 
Motion carried. 
 Manager Frasco discussed with 
the Board the NRECA Director’s 
Survey and the results of the Sur-
vey.
 President Martin and those who 
had attended the NRECA Annual 
Meeting presented to the Board 
their comments on the meeting.
 President Martin reminded the 
Board that the next monthly meet-
ing was scheduled for March 23, 
2010, at 6:00 p.m. 
 There being no further business 
to come before the Board, it was 
moved and seconded the meeting 
be adjourned. Motion carried.


