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Petitions are available now at the 

office for directors in districts 1, 

3, 4 and 6 on the Board of Directors 

of Menard Electric Cooperative. 

Petitions must be signed by no less 

than 10 members and must be sub-

mitted to the co-op’s office by 4:30 

p.m. on April 17. 

 One co-op member will be elected 

from three districts to serve a three-

year term. Seeking re-election are 

incumbent directors Roy Seaney of 

Tallula, District 1; Jerry Brooks of 

Oakford, District 4; and Steve Worner 

of Manito, District 6. 

 Members will also vote whether to 

elect Jodie Tate of Virginia to finish 

the remaining one-year term of retired 

director Michael Carls, District 3. 

Jodie was appointed by the nominat-

ing committee and approved by the 

board to fill Carls’ seat until the next 

annual meeting. 

A director must: 
• Receive electric service from the 

co-op at their primary residence, be 

a member in good standing, and not 

have conflicting business interests. 

They pay the same rates for service 

and follow the same policies as all 

other members. 

• Be able to spend adequate time on 

board work and attend most regu-

lar board meetings held the fourth 

Tuesday evening of each month for 

several hours at the co-op office.

• Attend our annual meeting each year 

and other special board meetings, 

committee meetings, director’s con-

ferences and educational seminars as 

necessary.

• Be accessible to members within the 

district and willing to represent all 

members of the co-op.

• Acquire knowledge about the 

electric utility including finances, 

management and public issues. (It 

takes time to learn the system and 

for that reason most directors have 

made a long-term commitment to 

serving the co-op.) 

• Establish policies and employ a 

General Manager who is respon-

sible for all operational details.

Additional details can be found in our 
Bylaws.

Want to be a director?
Nominating petitions due soon for Board of Directors
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We’ve had a few members ques-

tioning us about aggregation 

since some cities and counties in our 

territory, including Petersburg, have 

put the matter on their ballots. Here 

are some common questions and 

answers we thought members might 

find helpful. 

What is aggregation/
deregulation? 
 In the late 1990s, the Illinois leg-

islature passed a “deregulation” law 

that allowed investor-owned utility 

customers to choose who supplied 

them with their actual electric energy. 

Alternate Retail Electric Suppliers 

(ARES) were developed to sell this 

energy. In the early stages of this law, 

large manufacturing businesses were 

the only targets of the ARES. 

 A 2010 decision by the Illinois 

Commerce Commission (ICC) made 

it easier for ARES to bundle their 

electric charges directly on an Investor 

Owned Utility (IOU – Ameren 

Illinois and Com Ed) bill. That led the 

ARES to begin to target more resi-

dential customers. 

How does this affect Menard 
Electric members? 
 Menard is a member-owned, not-

for-profit electric cooperative. We 

were formed in the 1930s when the 

IOUs chose not to provide electric 

service to our rural areas. We are 

governed by a Board of Directors 

elected from within the member-

ship. The bylaws of the co-op are 

approved by the members (custom-

ers), and administered by the Board 

of Directors.

 The Illinois legislature gave electric 

co-ops and municipal utilities the 

option to decide if they would allow 

customers to purchase electric energy 

from an ARES. Our members, through 

the board of directors, chose not to par-

ticipate because at the time no ARES 

were interested in selling a long-term, 

reliable power supply option. 

 Since that time, we have pursued 

a course of developing jointly owned 

electric generation with other Illinois 

electric cooperatives. We have invested 

in the new Prairie State Power Plant to 

ensure long term access to a very effi-

cient power supply for our members, at 

a stable price. 

 The ICC recognizes that since we 

are owned and governed by our own 

members, we are already looking out 

for our customer’s best interests. For 

that reason, deregulation rules are 

geared only to IOUs. 

How are cities/counties 
seeking to buy power for 
their residents?
 Basically, some cities or counties are 

acting as a “middle-man” to help facil-

itate a whole group of IOU customers 

choosing a new energy supplier. 

What about the claims of 
lower rates? How does 
Menard Electric compare? 
 Most electric rates are broken down 

into three parts: a facility charge that 

covers a portion of the poles, lines, 

customer billing and collections, and 

other infrastructure and fixed costs 

required to be able to supply a home 

or business with electricity; a delivery 

charge for delivering the energy from 

the power plants and substations to 

the home or business; and the energy 

Office Closed
Good Friday-March 29

What is deregulation/aggregation and how is 
Menard Electric affected?

14300 State Hwy 97
P.O. Box 200
Petersburg, IL 62675 

1-800-872-1203 
217-632-7746
www.menard.com
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Danny Morgan
 Danny Morgan, Mechanic/Groundman for 

Menard Electric, retired last month after 27 years. 

Bob Burris, Operations Manager, says “Danny 

came here in 1986. Before that we really had no 

same day repairs. This turned into a great benefit 

not just in keeping trucks on the road but also for 

the maintenance of the fleet. Danny, always with a smile, could fix most 

anything. From engines in the trucks to anything mechanical, Danny 

could get it working.”

charge for electricity physically used 

by the customer. 

 Different utilities call these charges 

different names. At Menard, we show 

a facility charge and an electric charge 

(which includes both the delivery 

charge and the energy charge) on 

your bill.

 The only portion that an ARES can 

supply is the actual energy component. 

The other services are still provided and 

billed by the native electric utility, no 

matter what company is selling a long-

term, reliable power supply option. 

 Currently, our overall rates are a bit 

higher than some IOU rates. The main 

reason for this is our density. We serve 

about 4 members for every mile of 

line that we have. IOUs generally have 

about 40 customers for every mile of 

line. For us, all of the fixed costs asso-

ciated with delivery of electricity are 

split between many fewer customers. 

 We feel the seemingly low rates that 

ARES are now offering are temporary 

because the wholesale cost of electric-

ity is artificially low right now. The 

main reason for this is that electric 

demand is currently very low because 

of the downturn in the economy. Also, 

there are many older power plants 

in operation now that will soon be 

closed due to EPA regulations. Those 

plants are fully paid for, and thus pro-

duce energy at low rates. When those 

plants are closed (and replaced by new, 

higher cost alternatives) and demand 

comes back up, wholesale electric 

prices will likely increase. That will 

obviously result in higher wholesale 

electric energy costs. 

 We plan to offer our members 

stable energy prices for the long haul. 

We have secured a long term power 

supply so you will continue to have 

adequate and affordable energy for 

years to come. 

 The good news is that as a not-

for-profit cooperative that is owned 

by our members, we are dedicated to 

providing safe and reliable electricity 

at the lowest possible cost – for the 

long term. 

Michael Justice
 Michael joins the co-op as its new Mechanic/

Groundman. He is from the Virginia area and 

previously worked at Central Illinois Trucks. He 

is a graduate of Universal Technical Institute in 

Glendale Heights and is certified by the National 

Institute for Automotive Service Excellence (ASE 

certification). 

 Michael worked for the co-op in 2002 as an 

apprentice lineman but left when it wasn’t a good 

fit for him. “I liked mechanical work a lot better than being up on that pole,” 

he says. Dan Morgan’s retirement opened up this position that Michael felt 

was the ideal fit for him. “I really liked it here and many of the people are the 

same. This was a better opportunity for me,” he says.

Sebastian (Stormy) Hild
 Menard Electric welcomes Sebastian Hild as a 

new Apprentice Lineman. Sebastian is a graduate 

of the lineman training program at Lincoln Land 

Community College. He grew up in Mt. Pulaski 

and has lived in Petersburg for a few years. “I’ve 

always wanted to be a lineman. I knew a couple of 

people who worked here who love it and I enjoy 

staying close to home so Menard Electric was a 

good fit,” he says. 

Dave Groth
 Dave Groth joins the co-op as an Engineering 

Technician. He will be working part-time, visiting 

the homes of members signing up for rebates and 

our water heater load control program, among other 

duties. Dave worked 44 years for AT&T before 

retiring. “I enjoy working with people and was look-

ing for something part time,” he says. 

New Employees

Retirement
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Board Meeting Report
For full minutes please visit our website at www.menard.com or contact our office.

Menard Electric Cooperative
From the Board Room
December 18, 2012

Present were Manager Lynn 

Frasco, Attorney Charles 

Smith, Manager of Accounting & 

Information Systems Chris Hinton 

and Directors Gary Martin, Jerry 

Brooks, Michael Carls, Jay Frye, 

Warren Goetsch, Donald McMillan, 

Michael Patrick, Roy Seaney and 

Steven Worner.

 Board interviewed three can-

didates proposed by Nominating 

Committee to fill vacancy created 

by Director Carls retirement: Wes 

Snow, Jodie Tate and Paul Wubker. 

Jodie Tate was selected effective 

January 2013 Board Meeting. She 

shall serve until the next Annual 

Meeting, when she must run as a 

candidate for the Directorship.

 Adopted 2013 proposed budget as 

presented by Hinton and Frasco.

 Discussed Revenue Deferral Plan 

Election and motion carried to defer 

$350,000.00 of revenue for 2012.

 Reviewed several proposals regard-

ing proposed Power Cost Adjustment 

for 2013; will have further recommen-

dations at January Board Meeting. 

 Frasco advised there were 113 

requests for irrigation systems in 

2013; would involve 6 miles of new 

three-phase line and 12 miles of 

single-phase to three-phase line 

construction. Discussion on how 

crews will handle construction load 

were completed.

 Frasco advised that Illinois EPA 

conducted Field Audit of Menard 

Rural Water Co-op and it received a 

satisfactory rating.

 Reviewed new construction 

charges—into effect January 1, 2013.

 Inventory adjustment approved fol-

lowing physical inventory; net loss of 

$4,276.09, involving mostly pole count.

 Martin appointed Director for 

Prairie Power, Inc., Brooks as alter-

nate. Martin designated Delegate to 

Prairie Power, Inc. annual meeting, 

Brooks as alternate.

 Frasco reviewed 2012 Sick Leave 

Bonus Program, recommended an 

adjustment in the Plan and suggested 

it be re-evaluated every year. Motion 

carried to implement another year.

 Year to date margins were 

$1,450,955 compared to $948,322 a 

year earlier. Equity as of end of Nov. 

was 35.34% and members served was 

10,548 compared to 10,543 a year ago. 

End of Nov. Net Utility Plant was 

$38,716,130 compared to $36,130,282 

last year. Co-op continues to meet 

requirements of RUS, FFB and 

NRUCFC.

Spring cleaning? Add your 

refrigerator to keep it effi-

cient and your food safe.

 Vacuum the coils at least once 

a year. Clean gaskets around 

doors and check for a tight seal. 

Clean the area inside and out 

and throw out anything expired.

 Buy an appliance thermom-

eter to keep inside. Your fridge 

compartment should be 37-40 

degrees; freezer compartment 

5 degrees; a stand-alone freezer 

0 degrees.

 After a power outage, check 

your new thermometer. The U.S. 

Food Safety and Inspection 

Service recommends discard-

ing perishable food kept above 

40 degrees for more than two 

hours; if frozen food is 40 

degrees or below, or ice crystals 

are visible, it is safe to refreeze. 
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A monthly tip to help you use electricity safely and efficiently. See safeelec-
tricity.org and togetherwesave.com for more ways to go “beyond the bulb” 
to keep your family using energy wisely every day. 

Beyond the

Your Fridge

Special 
Giveaway
Seal your home

We are giving away two pack-

ages of outlet and switch 

sealing kits to each mem-

ber who comes into our 

office, as supplies last. 

Each kit contains 14 

foam sealers that can 

help you seal air leaks in 

your home. 

 Come in today to get 

yours!

  We hope this simple 

step prompts you to take 

more simple steps to save energy 

this year.   

 Visit www.togetherwesave.com  

for ideas. 
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