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Project Osprey Relocation
Last Spring the Chautauqua 

National Wildlife Refuge, located 

7 miles north of Havana, welcomed a 

surprising new guest-a pair of osprey. 

Osprey are an endangered species in 

Illinois. In fact, no osprey nests were 

found in the state from 1952 until one 

was discovered in 1986; a small number 

of nests have been found since then. 

 Osprey are a species of falcon 

roughly 3-4 pounds and primarily 

fish eaters. They like to be near the 

water and to be the highest thing 

around with a 360 degree view of their 

surroundings. That made a Menard 

Electric utility pole at the refuge seem 

like an ideal place to make a nest. 

 The refuge cut power to a pump sta-

tion served by the pole to ensure the 

birds’ safety. Thankfully, the pump sta-

tion wasn’t needed this summer anyway. 

 The Illinois Department of National 

Resources fact sheet on the birds says 

the best way to restore osprey in the 

state is to protect the nesting habitat. 

That’s just what the folks at the wild-

life refuge did. After the osprey pair 

and their two young migrated south 

was a good time to move the nest to a 

safer location. 

 And Menard Electric Cooperative 

was happy to help. “It was a part-

nership effort between us, Menard 

Electric and the Illinois Department 

of Natural Resources,” says Ron 

Fisher, Wildlife Refuge Specialist at 

Chautauqua, “we couldn’t have done it 

without you guys.” 

 On November 9th, linemen put up 

an adjacent pole topped with a spe-

cially designed wire “basket” structure. 

Using three bucket trucks, our line-

men carefully relocated the osprey 

nest. One bucket was covered with a 

board and held the nest. One lineman 

used his bucket to hoist the nest in a 

sling. A second lineman was support-

ing and guiding the nest both off the 

utility pole and onto the new location. 

 Similar projects in Illinois and other 

states have been successful. “We are 

happy to have been able to help the 

refuge with their relocation effort,” 

says Menard Operations Manager Bob 

Burris. “It was an interesting project.” 

Continued on page 16b
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 “The move went off without a 

hitch,” says Fisher. “This is the first 

time in the 12 years I’ve been here 

that we’ve had an osprey nest and 

we’d like to see it continue. We 

hope they will return this spring.” 

 An osprey nest isn’t a typical, 

closely “weaved” birds nest like 

you see in your backyard trees. It 

is a pile of twigs and mud sure, 

but a great deal larger, as you can 

see by the photos. Each year, the 

osprey will add to the nest and they 

have been known to weigh 1,000 

pounds after many years of use. 

 The Chautauqua National 

Wildlife Refuge is a sanctuary for 

fish and other wildlife in addition 

to migratory birds. For more infor-

mation about it visit www.fws.gov/

refuge/chautauqua or call them at 

309-535-2290. 

Project Osprey Relocation
Continued from page 16a

4)  I will rethink chores
 I will only wash full loads of laun-

dry, use cold water when possible, 

and air dry clothes or use the sen-

sor setting on my dryer. I will only 

use the dishwasher when it’s full, 

use only the cycles necessary and 

crack open the door to dry dishes. 

5)  I will become aware of my home’s 
 needs and budget for improvements
 I will check insulation levels and 

search for air leaks around windows, 

doors and pipes, in my duct work, 

and in my attic and crawl space. I 

will put energy efficiency upgrades 

into my budget, whether it be add-

ing a water heater blanket, installing 

a low flow showerhead, using a cou-

ple tubes of caulk, adding insulation, 

having an energy audit conducted, 

or making improvements to my 

heating and cooling system. 

This is often a time to reflect on what areas of your life need change, and make 

a commitment to make those changes. Though we realize energy efficiency 

may not be what you think of first, it can indeed improve your life by improv-

ing your comfort and adding money back in your pocket. Check out these simple 

energy efficiency resolutions and commit now to saving energy all year long. 

 

To Have:
 Battery-powered radio & flash-

lights with extra batteries.

 Extra blankets.

 Spare containers to fill with 

water for drinking/washing/

hygiene.

 Food that doesn’t require cook-

ing; hand-held can opener.

 Extra prescription medicines.

 Special items for infant, elderly  

or disabled family members.

 A first aid kit.

To Do:
 Call us to report the outage and 

stay away from downed lines  

(even if your power is out, the 

lines could be energized).

 Stay inside, dress in layers and 

close off any unused rooms.

 Use grills outside only, away  

from the house.

 Keep refrigerators/freezers 

closed. 

For more information visit safeelectricity.org 
or redcross.org

1) I will unplug items
 I will unplug items that use elec-

tricity even when they are “off.” 

This includes electronics like my 

television, DVR, computer and 

video game console as well as bat-

tery chargers and all items with 

digital clocks and remotes. 

2)  I will change my air filters
 I will buy a few filters at a time to 

keep on hand at home and make a 

note on my calendar each month to 

check the air filter on my furnace 

or air conditioner for replacement.

3)  I will buy sensible lighting
 When a bulb burns out at home, 

I will review all the store aisle 

options and buy the compact  

fluorescent or LED that meets my 

needs and saves me money.  

5 New Year’s Resolutions  
to save energy all year long

14300 State Hwy 97
P.O. Box 200
Petersburg, IL 62675 

1-800-872-1203 
217-632-7746
www.menard.com

How To Weather a Winter Outage

Menard_0113.indd   2 11/29/12   8:21 AM



Illinois Country Living • January 2013 • 16c

www.menard.com

Rebates
Contact Michelle by phone or 

e-mail mmcneal@menard.com 

for information on rebates from 

Menard Electric on geothermal sys-

tems, heat pumps and electric water 

heaters. She’ll also have information 

on a new statewide grant rebate pro-

gram for co-op members, HomE Lite, 

beginning January 1st for geothermal 

systems, heat pumps, insulation/

weatherization, energy audits, and 

heat pump water heaters. See the 

article A good idea is worth repeating 

in this magazine for more details on 

HomE Lite.

Can space 
heaters save  
you money?
If you find yourself continually  

turning up the thermostat for a 

few hours each evening and heating 

your whole house when you are sitting 

in one room, a space heater might be 

right for you IF one keeps you from 

turning up the thermostat, or allows 

you to turn it down. On the other 

hand, using several space heaters, or 

using one for long periods, instead of 

turning up the thermostat could actu-

ally cost you more. 

 If several rooms in your home feel 

cooler than others, it would be a much 

wiser investment to solve the problem. 

It could be as simple as sealing a win-

dow or door with weather-stripping. 

Using a space heater in a room with 

considerable air leaks will likely cost 

you more than you planned. 

 Even a fairly small space heater can 

consume 1500 watts of electricity, the 

same as 20 standard 75-watt light 

bulbs. A good general formula for cal-

culating cost is this: kilowatts (divide 

watts by 1,000 to get kilowatts) x cost 

of electricity per kilowatt x amount of 

time running = cost of heating. 

Winter Energy Efficiency Tips
Old man winter will be trying to 

blow his way into your house soon. 

Keep him out by taking these steps:

 Weatherstrip or caulk leaks between 

door frames and windows. 

 Check your attic insulation.

 Use plastic film kits to insulate 

single pane or leaky windows.

 Service your furnace/heater and 

clean or replace filters as needed. 

 Consider installing a programmable 

thermostat. 

 Open curtains to let sunshine warm 

your home; close them at night to 

keep the warmth in. 

 Close fireplace dampers when not  

in use. 

2013 tree trimming plan
We strive to provide safe, reliable service for all our members. One way 

we do that is to trim trees that could interfere with our 2,600 miles 

of distribution lines. Contract crews attempt to trim each area once every 

four years. This year they will trim circuits emanating from the Poplar City, 

Salisbury, Middletown, Oakford and Petersburg substations (see map). 

 Trees are pruned back eight to 10 feet from lines. All trimming meets 

American National Standards Institute requirements to assure continued 

health of trees.  Smaller trees and brush are removed to allow access and 

eliminate future problems. Small branches and brush will be chipped and 

removed while larger wood will be cut into manageable lengths for disposal 

by the member or other local parties. 

 Because of the size of our electric system, we ask that members keep 

trees trimmed around service wires from the home to the utility pole. 

Please notify us if you wish to temporarily disconnect power while you or a 

contractor trims these trees. 

 For more information or to notify us of a tree that needs trimmed call 

System Engineer Brady Smith.
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LIHEAP
 The Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program 

(LIHEAP) provides payment directly to us on behalf of 

those who qualify based upon household 30-day gross 

monthly income. 

Contact your local county’s office for information:
Cass 217-243-9404 

Logan 217-732-2159 

Macon 217-428-0155 

Mason 309-543-2594 

Menard 217-632-3878 

Sangamon 217-535-3120 

Tazewell 309-266-9941

Board Meeting Report
For full minutes please visit our website at www.menard.com or contact our office.

Menard Electric Cooperative
From the Board Room
October 25, 2012

Present were Manager Lynn Frasco 

and Directors Gary Martin, 

Jerry Brooks, Michael Carls, Jay Frye, 

Warren Goetsch, Donald McMillan, 

Michael Patrick, Roy Seaney and 

Steven Worner. 

 Staff presented budgets.

 Co-op has 54 irrigation service requests, 

of which 15 are diesel conversions. 

 Frasco discussed an offer from 

CoBank regarding the “Sharing Success” 

Matching Charitable Contribution from 

$1,000.00 to $5,000.00 using a 501c3 

Not for Profit Organization; the co-op 

would need to find the appropriate 

charitable entity in the service territory. 

 AIEC Audit Report circulated. 

 NRECA showed $4,200,000.00 in 

margins as of the end of September. 

 Resolution Reaffirming Business 

Practices, Addressing Member Choice 

and Rate Design discussed and no 

action taken. 

 Carls reported on Prairie Power, 

Inc; decommissioning of Pearl Plant 

would cost in the neighborhood of 

$1,700,000.00; margins for 2012 

approximately $10,000,000.00; Prairie 

Power looking at part ownership of a 

gas fired plant.

 Policy - Section VII -  Sick Leave 

approved.

  Policy - Section VII - 401K Plan 

approved.

 Nominating Committee of Carl 

Ginder, David Mefford and Dr. Dan 

Bergerud appointed to select candidates 

to fill the Directorship being vacated by 

retiring Director Carls. 

 Year to date margins were 1,202,260 

compared to 517,404 a year earlier. 

Equity as of the end of September was 

34.81% and the number of members 

served was 10,577 compared to 10,528 a 

year ago. Net Utility Plant at the end of 

September was $ 38,358,142 compared 

to $ 36,424,361 last year. The cooperative 

continues to meet the requirements of 

the RUS, FFB and NRUCFC.

Have you been enjoying your 

fireplace this winter? When the 

fire is roaring note that most of the 

heat goes up the chimney, and can 

create a draft that pulls heat from 

other rooms, so take note of where 

you thermostat is located to be sure 

it isn’t working harder to heat other 

areas of the home. Look into EPA-

certified inserts and stoves if you 

want to supplement your home’s 

heating system with wood.

 Remember to keep the damper 

closed when the fireplace is not in 

use and don’t forget to have your 

chimney inspected annually and 

hire a professional to fix cracks in 

high-heat areas. 

BULB
A monthly tip to help you use electricity safely and efficiently. See 
safeelectricity.org and togetherwesave.com for more ways to go 
“beyond the bulb” to keep your family using energy wisely every day. 

Beyond the
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