
Illinois Country Living • December 2015 • 16a

3
2
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www.mcdonoughpower.com

Our offi ce will 

be closed for 

December 24 & 25 

for Christmas and 

New Year’s Day, 

January 1.

What would life be like without 
electric co-ops? By Adam Schwartz

In the holiday movie classic, “It’s a 
Wonderful Life” the lead character, 

George Bailey (played by Jimmy Stewart), 
wishes he had never been born due to fi -
nancial troubles he is experiencing. Th rough 
the help of an Angel, he sees how many 
lives would have been negatively aff ected if 
he didn’t exist. George comes to realize that, 
even with his problems, he has a wonderful 
life with great friends and family.  
 So what do you think life would be 
like if community leaders had not founded 
McDonough Power Cooperative 77 
years ago?
 Living in the U.S. in 2015, it is nearly 
impossible to imagine life without electricity. 
So many of our modern conveniences that 
improve the quality of our lives are depen-
dent on electricity as the “fuel” to make them 
work. From the alarm clock that wakes us 
up, to the refrigerator that keeps our morn-
ing milk cold and fresh. From the HVAC 
unit that keeps us cool in the summer and 
warm in the winter, to the vacuum that lets 
us clean more effi  ciently and all those kitch-
en appliances that save us time and physical 
energy. Of course, so much of our entertain-
ment, whether it comes from the TV, radio 
or computer, depends on the kilowatt-hours 
that your electric co-op provides. Just think, 
there would be no smartphones or cell 
phones if there were no electricity.
 Businesses of all kinds rely on electricity 
to produce and sell the products we need. 
So, it is no wonder that many electric co-
ops feel that, while our primary product is 
electricity, we are really in the quality of life 

business. 536B7-270A

 As we celebrate the season that reminds 
us to be thankful for all that we have, it 
is important to remember the 1.3 billion 
people in the world that still live without 
reliable electric service. Th at is equal to 
about four times the U.S. population!
 Many of the things we take for granted 
living in the U.S. are much harder and 
more time consuming for people in 
developing countries around the world. 
We are proud members of the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA) that is working through their 
affi  liate, NRECA International, and the 
NRECA International Foundation to 
help bring power to people in developing 
countries like Haiti and Liberia. (http://
www.nreca.coop/it-starts-with-power/)
 We are thankful that our community 
ancestors right here had the vision and 
foresight to do for ourselves what needed 
to be done, gathering our friends and 
neighbors to form our electric co-op. As 
the electric business of the 21st century 
continues to evolve, you can count on 
McDonough Power Cooperative to meet 
all of your electric energy needs. More 
importantly, we are here to help improve 
the quality of your wonderful life. 

Adam Schwartz is the founder of Th e 
Cooperative Way a consulting fi rm that 
helps co-ops succeed.  He is an author, 
speaker and member-owner of the CDS 
Consulting Co-op. You can follow him on 
Twitter @adamcooperative or email him at 
aschwartz@thecooperativeway.coop
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High School Seniors – Scholarship Application 
Deadline is Approaching

Remember to close your fi replace damper 
(unless a fi re is burning). Keeping the damper 
open is like leaving a window wide open during 
the winter, allowing warm air to escape through 
the chimney. Source: energy.gov

Energy Effi  ciency Tip of the Month

Holiday Gift Certifi cates

Holiday shopping season is upon us. Do you know someone who is hard to buy for 

and a member of McDonough Power Cooperative? Why not give them the gift of 

electricity, with a gift certifi cate they can apply to their power bill. Gift certifi cates are 

available in any amount. Stop in or call for details. 

Gift Certifi cate

1210 W. JACKSON STREET | P.O. BOX 352 | MACOMB, IL 61455 | WWW.MCDONOUGHPOWER.COM

Th is certifi cate can be redeemed by mail or in person, and can be applied to the McDonough Power 
Cooperative account of your choice. Not redeemable for cash. Expires 90 days from date of issue.

To: ____________________________________________________

From: _________________________________________________

Issued By______________________________________

In the amount of

$

Th omas H. Moore Illinois Electric Cooperatives Memorial Scholarship Program

Ten scholarships will be awarded for the 2016-2017 school year. 5228B6-1104B

5 Scholarships are available for the sons/daughters of Illinois cooperative members 

for any two or four year accredited college in the United States.

1 Scholarship is reserved for the son/daughter of an Illinois cooperative employee or 

director for any school in the United States.

3 Scholarships are available for the sons/daughters of Illinois cooperative members, 

employees, or directors for an Illinois community college.

1 Scholarship is reserved to help pay for costs to attend lineworker’s school conducted 

by AIEC in conjunction with Lincoln Land Community College in Springfi eld, 

Illinois. Th is scholarship is for the son or daughter of an Illinois cooperative mem-

ber, employee, or director; an individual who has served or is serving in the U.S. 

armed forces or National Guard; or an individual enrolled in the Lincoln Land 

lineworker’s school. 

Apply online at www.mcdonoughpower.com – click on the “Community” tab.

Th e deadline for general scholarships is December 31, 2015.

Th e deadline for the lineworker’s scholarship is April 30, 2016.
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Every month we 
will have four map location 

numbers hidden throughout The Wire. 
If you fi nd the map location number 
that corresponds to the one on your 
bill (found above the usage graph), 
call our offi ce and identify your 
number and the page that it is on. If 
correct, you will win a $10 credit on 
your next electric bill.

Member 

Prizes
Every month we

have four map location
mbers hidden throughout The Wire.

If you fi nd the map location number
hat corresponds to the one on your

bill (found above the usage graph),
call our offi ce and identify your
number and the page that it is on. Ifo is onis on.
correct, you will win a $10 credit onddit

ctric bill.
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Tips for a safe and happy holiday season       By Justin LaBerge

The holidays are upon us. For many, 

that means more celebrations with 

friends and family, travel, decorations, 

cooking and shopping. McDonough 
Power Cooperative wants you to stay safe 
during the holidays, so here are a few tips 
to consider as you gear up for the season.
We can’t guarantee that the hustle and 
bustle of the season won’t leave you with 
a few frayed nerves, but we can certainly 
help you avoid frayed wires.

Inspect your seasonal items
 Many of us have treasured holiday 
mementos that we bring out of stor-
age and proudly display every year. Th e 
holidays are also a time when we dust off  
specialized cooking gadgets that allow 
us to prepare our favorite seasonal treats. 
Th ese items are often handed down 
through generations and might lack 
modern safety features.
 Take a few moments to carefully 
inspect all your holiday items to ensure 
everything is in safe, working order. A 
few things to look out for include:

• Brittle insulation on wires
• Rodent damage to wires
• Chafed or frayed wires, especially at 

stress points
• Worn switches with the potential to 

short circuit
• Corroded metal parts
• Broken legs, unstable bases and other 

tip-over hazards

Extension cords are temporary
 When you asked your teacher for 
an extension on your term paper, it 
was a one-time thing, right? Th e same 
holds true for extension cords. Th ey are 
designed for temporary use and should 
never be used as a permanent or long-

term solution. 532RM70-900C

Never defeat safety devices
 Th ere are reasons why some devices 
have fuses, some plugs have three prongs 
instead of two and one prong is wider 
than the other on two-prong outlets. 
When those safety features get in the 
way of your grand holiday décor plans, 
you might be tempted to tamper with 
or defeat those features. Don’t do it! If 

your plugs won’t fi t together, that means 
they’re not designed to work together. 
Rather than tampering with a safety 
feature, fi nd a safe solution. 

Look up and live
 When working outside with a ladder, 
be mindful of the location of overhead 
power lines. Always carry your ladder so 
that it is parallel to the ground. Before 
placing your ladder in an upright posi-
tion, look around to ensure you are a safe 
distance from any power lines.

Beware of power lines 
through trees
 Over time, tree branches can grow 
around power lines running along the 
street and to your home. If those branch-
es come in contact with power lines, they 
can become energized, too. If your holi-
day plans call for stringing lights through 
trees, this can create a safety hazard. If 
you notice tree limbs that are too close to 
electric lines, contact McDonough Power. 

Stay away from your 
service connection
 Th e overhead wire bringing power 
from the utility pole to your house is 
dangerous. You should treat this line the 
same way you’d treat any other power 
line on our system. Maintain a safe 
distance – even if that means a small gap 
in the perfect gingerbread house outline 
of lights. If you must perform work 
close to your service entrance, contact 
McDonough Power, and we can send 
out a crew to temporarily wrap the wires 
in a protective shroud.

Read the fi ne print
 If you take a few minutes to read 
and understand the specifi cations and 
limitations of your lights and other 
electrifi ed holiday decorations, you can 
save yourself a great deal of work and 
frustration in the long run. For example, 
the tag at the end of an extension cord 
will tell you if it’s rated for outdoor use, 
whether it will remain fl exible in cold 
temperatures and how much energy 
it can safely handle. Similarly, holiday 
lights will tell you how many strings can 
be safely linked together.

Don’t forget about the kids…
and pets
 If you have small children, you’ve 
probably spent a great deal of time mak-
ing sure every square inch of your home 
is childproof. Every cabinet is locked 
and every outlet is covered. But some-
times the joy of celebrating the holidays 
with our little ones makes us a little less 
vigilant about electrical safety. Make sure 
your holiday décor receives the same level 
of safety scrutiny you apply to all of the 
permanent items in your home. Curious 
and mischievous pets can present similar 
challenges. Make sure Fluff y isn’t nib-
bling on all those extra wires or using 
your tree as her personal back scratcher 
or jungle gym. 

Justin LaBerge writes 
on consumer and coop-
erative aff airs for the 
National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association, 
the Arlington, Va.-based 
service arm of the na-
tion’s 900-plus consum-
er-owned, not-for-profi t 
electric cooperatives.
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Undeliverable Capital Credit Checks

Allen, Jerry 
Anderson, Richard 
Anderson, Th elma 
Asgrow Seed Co. 
Bailey, Mildred 
Baker, Chris 
Baker, Rod L
Banks, Dixie 
Bell,Wm Brian 
Bice, Tim 
Bilotich, Jeff  
Blom, M Elaine 
Breckon, James C
Brewer, Jay R
Bridges, John M
Brower, Gary L
Bucher, Robert 
Byerly, Edward A
Callister, Janet 
Canuteson, Mark 
Cassens, John W 
Clark, John 
Clark, Vera 
Clayberg, Loretta 
Colloton, Peter 
Combs, Verle 
Connor, Duane 
Corder, Dean E
Cousins, Barbara 
Cox, Tracy 
Cromer, Kevin 
Crowl, Lenora 
Dailey, Michael 
Daniel, Angela 
Darrah, William 
Day, Sally L
Dixon, Tamyra 

Draper, Jenna 
Duke, David M
Dunne Jr., William 
Ernest, Perry 
Fairchild, Robert 
Fawcett, Gary 
Filer, Randal A
Flicek, Jeff  
Flint, Timothy 
Fluke, Russell 
Foster, Tom M
Fuhr, Ronald 
Gevock, Larry 
Gipson, Donna 
Golfi s, Chris 
Graff , Rodney 
Grant, Morgan 
Grubb, Derrick 
Gruwell, Terri A
Guarin, Jay F
Guthrie, Marcia 
Hadsall, Bruce A
Hake, Gary R
Hall, John 
Hannel, Jeff rey 
Harden, Robert W
Hart, Shawn D
Heff elfi nger, Kelley 
Heller, Tom 
Henson, Kristine 
Henry, Otis 
Hess, Craig D
Hickman, Curtis 
Hiett, Lisa 
Hillyer, Carol E
Hitchcock, Freida A
Hollis, Karmen M

Hulsey Jr., Ronnie 
Hupp, Coni J.
Jackson, Sharon 
Jacobson, Pam 
Johnson, Ernest 
Johnson, Jim 
Johnson, Rodney 
Jones, H Dale 
Kahs, Mark J
Kamal, Qamar 
Krapfl , Larry J
Kavelman, Ann 
Kelley, Mary L
Kessler, Mitchell 
Kilburn, George 
Kill, Kevin 
Kim, Taikh 
Kinnison, Robert J
Knowles, Kendall 
Koehn, Florence 
Krehbiel, Timothy 
Kreps, Kevin 
Lagerstrom, Paul 
Lambert, Tina 
Landis, Betty 
Legg, Jack C
Lindorff , Robin 
Longcor, Sherry 
Lovdahl, Jon 
Lovdahl, Scott C
Lukow, Christopher 
Maher, Joseph M
Marks, William 
Mastny, Carl 
Matheson, Michael 
Mcallister, Edgar 
Mccarten, Kenneth 

Mccullough, Jeff  
Mcdonald, Terry 
Melton, Jennifer 
Melvin, Deion 
Miller,  Jeff  
Miller, Susan F
Mixer, Brian 
Morgan, Michael 
Moriarty, Brian 
Morse, Debra 
Morse, Rachel 
Mulcahy, Michelle 
Myers, Sherry L
Nam, Hyun S
Nash, James 
Nelson, Janet 
Nelson, William 
Newswander, Beth 
Nicholson, Charles 
Norris. James D
Nwachukwu, Osita 
O'Connor, Brian 
O'Daniel, William 
Olson, Terry D
O'Malley, William 
Onopa, Chris 
Patrick, Jack 
Patterson, Brian 
Penn, Willie E
Perry, Lori L
Petty, Michael J
Picker, Ellen 
Pierce, Ralph E
Ponti, David  
Porter, H Kyle 
Powell, Chris 
Purnell, Althea 

Rand, Aaron J
Reuschel, Doug 
Reuschel, Shari J
Robbins, Craig 
Runyon, Darrell 
Russell, Eric C
Sallee, Barbara 
Sammons, Gordon 
Sanders, Garth 
Schauble, James B
Schluter, Karen 
Schultz, Donna 
Schultz, Sandra 
Sherman, Chris 
Shibano, Eri 
Shroka, Michael 
Shryock, Jerry A
Shuey, Dale 
Shughart, David  
Shumaker, Tom J
Singer, Paul 
Singleton, John 
Sinnett, Brett A
Smith, Linda S
Smith, Mackie J
Smith, Ross W
Sollenberger, Randolph A
Soule, David  J
Spencer, Clara A
Spoeth, Dale 
Standard, Jeff rey 
St. Clair, Roy L
Sutton, Mark E
Swigart, Kirk 
Synovitz, Robert J
Talbott, Peggy 
Teel, Mary 

Terrell, Kurt B
Th ompson, Dean A
Th ompson, Tammie 
Th ornton, Rod 
Tompkins, Leasa 
Trimuel, Kenneth 
Tulin, James M
Underwood, Denise I
Van Opdorp, Howard J
Valesquez, David  
Vogler, Dave 
Voight, Susan 
Voss, Carla D
Wagoner, Holly L
Wall, Robert E
Walstrom, Kent 
Ware, Teresa 
Wastell, Gary 
Wayland, Lloyd 
Weaver, Cliff ord 
Welch, Virginia 
Weldon, Eugene 
Welsey, Jill 
White, Ron 
Williams, Dennis H
Williams, Gloria 
Williams, John G
Wilson, Steve 
Wilson, Wesley A
Wiltzius, Daniel R
Woerly, Susan 
Wolf, Th omas E
Workman, Janet L
Wright, John F

Earlier this year the board of directors of 
McDonough Power Cooperative voted 

to return capital credits to members who 
received service from 1986-1987. 
 McDonough Power is a non-profi t 
electric cooperative. Th e annual operat-
ing margins, or profi ts, are allocated to 
members receiving service during the year. 
Margins are based on patronage, or usage, 
and are called capital credits.  Capital 

credits are applied each year to individual 
capital credit accounts and remain on 
fi le until the board determines a general 
refund may be issued. 6315SV29-708A
 Past and current members who received 
electric service for the years 1986-1987 
should have received refund checks in 
August.  Th e Cooperative is attempting to 
locate former members (or possibly their 
heirs) who received electric service during 

that time. Th e Cooperative does not have a 
valid address on these accounts. 
 If your name or the name of someone 
you know is listed, please complete the 
form and mail it to McDonough Power 
Cooperative, PO Box 352, Macomb IL  
61455. You may also e-mail any informa-
tion you may have to dbeck@mcdonough-
power.com.

Mail this form to:  

McDonough Power Co-op 

PO Box 352

Macomb IL  61455

 I have information about the following:

 Name from the list:  _____________________________________________________

Current Address:  _______________________________________________________

 Executor’s name and address if person is deceased:  ____________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________

 Telephone number of executor:  ____________________________________________

 Information provided by:  ________________________________________________


