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Open House

Our office will be closed 
December 24 & 25 for 

Christmas and New 
Year’s Day, January 1.

McDonough Power Cooperative 
employees and directors invite you 

for a visit featuring tours of the newly 
renovated facility

Thursday, December 11, 2014 
3:00 – 6:00 p.m.

McDonough Power Cooperative 
1210 W. Jackson Street, Macomb
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McDonough Power Cooperative • Macomb, Illinois 61455
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www.mcdonoughpower.com
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‘Tis the season for family, fellowship 
– and lots of cooking. 

No matter what or how you celebrate, 

energy use tends to increase over 

the holiday season. With more guests in 

your home and activities taking place, 

your electric meter spins a little faster than 

usual, costing you more money. Start the 

New Year off right. Celebrate the holi-

days efficiently so you don’t have to worry 

about a high electric bill. 532RM9-900A

Decorating
 If you choose to decorate with strings 

of lights, consider LED (light emitting 

diode) options. They use over 80 percent 

less energy than traditional strings of 

lights and have a longer life. Make 

sure to purchase high quality strings 

from reputable sources. Safety and the 

lifetime can be compromised in less 

expensive LED strands. 

 Solar powered lighting options are 

also worth considering for decorations. 

Instead of having a plug handy, make 

sure you have a proper location for the 

solar panel that powers them. 

 Place strands of electric lights on timers 

so they automatically turn on in the 

evening after the sun sets, and turn 

them off around bed time. You won’t 

have to spend time thinking about 

plugging and unplugging them, and you 

won’t have to spend money powering 

them when unnecessary. 

 Decorate with less lighting. Consider 

a natural, vintage feel for your decora-

tions. Use items like pinecones, green-

ery, candy canes, popcorn strings and 

gingerbread. The whole family can get 

involved with decorating the home with 

these safe and festive items.

Cooking
 Cook with your microwave, toaster oven 

or slow cooker whenever possible. Small 

appliances cook quickly and more ef-

ficiently than your oven.

 When you do use the oven, cook more 

than one item at a time. Have a ham, 

sweet potato casserole and rolls that all 

need to cook in the oven? Make some 

adjustments to cooking temperatures 

and times, and put all your dishes in at 

once to take full advantage of the heat 

that’s being produced. 

 Don’t peek! It’s tempting to open the 

oven door to check on holiday treats. 

Use the oven light instead, and keep 

the door closed. This will keep the heat 

where it belongs – inside the oven.

 Glass and ceramic dishes allow you to 

cook food at a lower temperature than 

metal baking dishes. If the recipe calls 

for a metal baking pan and you substi-

tute glass or ceramic cookware, reduce 

the temperature by about 25 degrees 

Fahrenheit. 

 Have food defrosted before you cook. 

Simply planning ahead can cut cook-

ing times and energy use in half. Place 

any frozen dishes in the refrigerator the 

night before so they are ready to go in 

the oven the next morning.

Around the house
 Turn down your thermostat a few de-

grees. Extra people bustling around the 

home and the oven warming food will 

heat up your home a few extra degrees. 

Take advantage and adjust your ther-

mostat accordingly. You will save some 

money on your bill, and your guests will 

still be comfortable.
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Every month we 
will have four map location 

numbers hidden throughout The Wire. 
If you find the map location number 
that corresponds to the one on your 
bill (found above the usage graph), 
call our office and identify your 
number and the page that it is on. If 
correct, you will win a $10 credit on 
your next electric bill.

Member 

Prizes
Every month we 

have four map location
mbers hidden throughout The Wire. 

If you find the map location number 
hat corresponds to the one on your 

bill (found above the usage graph), 
call our office and identify your
number and the page that it is on. Ifo is onis on.
correct, you will win a $10 credit onddit

ctric bill.
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Scholarship application deadline is 
approaching

The December 31 deadline to apply 

for scholarships of $1,500 awarded 

through the Thomas H. Moore Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives (IEC) Memorial 

Scholarship Program is just 

around the corner! 

 Five scholarships will 

be awarded to high school 

seniors who are the sons 

or daughters of an Illinois 

electric cooperative member 

receiving service from the 

cooperative. A sixth scholar-

ship, the Earl W. Struck 

Memorial Scholarship, will 

be awarded to a student 

who is the son or daughter of an Illinois 

electric cooperative employee or direc-

tor. Three additional scholarships are 

reserved for students enrolling full-time 

at a two-year Illinois community college 

who are the sons or daughters of Illinois 

electric cooperative members, employees 

or directors. 4232C8-538C
 Apply online by visiting the 

Community Connections section of the 

cooperative’s website at  

www.mcdonoughpower.com.

Holiday gift 
certificates

Holiday shopping season is upon 

us. Do you know someone who 

is hard to buy for and a member of 

McDonough Power Cooperative? Why 

not give them the gift of electricity, 

with a gift certificate they can apply 

to their power bill. Gift certificates are 

available in any amount. Stop in or call 

for details. 5313A5A-956A

Be merry and bright, but don’t let your holiday lights shine all 
night. Save money on your electric bill by installing a light timer 
for your decked out home. It can help lower your electric bill 
and reduce energy consumption. Use a manual timer plugged 
into an electrical outlet to automatically turn lights on and off as 
scheduled. 

Source: U.S. Department of Energy
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Bundle up for winter storms

Are you ready for winter’s 

cold grasp? Snow and ice 

are inevitable when dealing 

with winter storms, but being 

prepared can make a world of 

difference. McDonough Power 

Cooperative recommends 

the following tips to help you 

prepare for wintery blasts. 

Winterize your home
 Winter storms wreak havoc 

on your home. By winterizing 

your living space, you’ll be 

prepared for extreme cold and 

hazardous conditions. 

 Remember to maintain and 

inspect heating equipment 

and chimneys every year to 

ensure they’re working safely 

and properly. 

 Caulk and weather strip 

doors and windows to make 

the most of your heating 

system. 

 Freezing temperatures often 

cause water pipes to burst. 

Remember to insulate pipes 

with insulation or newspapers and 

plastic. Allow faucets to drip during 

extreme cold to avoid frozen pipes. 

 Consider installing storm windows 

for better insulation. You can also 

cover windows with plastic (from the 

inside) to keep the cold out. 

 Make sure everyone in your family 

knows where the home’s fire extin-

guisher is located and how to use 

it properly. House fires occur more 

frequently during winter months, as 

people tend to use alternative heating 

methods that may not be safe. 

Prepare a winter survival kit
 Severe winter storms often bring 

heavy accumulation of ice and snow, 

which can lead to downed power lines 

and extended outages. McDonough 

Power crews will work hard to restore 

power, but having a winter survival kit 

on hand is a smart idea. 

 Food: Store food that does not require 

cooking, such as canned goods, crack-

ers, dehydrated meats and dried fruit. 

Keep a large supply of water on hand. 

Ready.gov recommends five gallons 

per person. 828D7-804A
 Medication: Be sure to refill all 

prescriptions in the event of a major 

power outage. 

 Identification: Keep all forms of 

identification handy, such as driver’s 

licenses, photo IDs and social security 

cards. Bank account information and 

insurance policies are also good to 

have on hand. 

 Other items: First Aid Kit, blankets, 

flashlight, battery-powered radio and 

extra batteries.

Stay warm and safe
 If an outage occurs, you should 

plan for an alternate heating source. 

A fireplace, propane space heater or 

wood-burning stove would be sufficient. 

Fuel and wood-burning heating sources 

should always be vented, and make sure 

carbon monoxide and smoke detectors 

are working properly. Always practice 

extreme caution when using alternate 

heating sources. 

 If you decide to use a portable 

generator during an outage, make sure 

it is placed outside the home for proper 

ventilation. Be careful not to overload 

the generator. Use appropriate extension 

cords that can handle the electric load. 

 Follow these tips, and your fam-

ily will stay warm in the event of a 

power outage. For more information 

on preparing for winter storms, visit 

www.ready.gov. To track large outages 

during a storm, find us on Facebook – 

McDonough Power Cooperative.


