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Mike Smith 
President and CEO

The facility renovation that was announced 

in August is off to a great start and 

things are looking a little different around our 

property.  As you might recall from our initial 

announcement, we looked at possibly build-

ing a new office and warehouse, but ultimately 

decided that a renovation of the office and the 

replacement of the warehouse would satisfy 

all of the issues that needed to be addressed, 

in addition to being the most economical 

choice.  The board of directors secured Larry 

Quenette of Renaissance Architects for the 

project, who proposed several options for the 

Board to pursue.  It was decided that the ad-

dition and renovation project would be split 

into two phases with bidding by invitation 

only.  Throughout the process, the follow-

ing objectives will be in consideration:  price, 

experience, timeline and utilization of local 

subcontractors.  

 Phase One, which was awarded to 

Laverdiere Construction of Macomb, began 

September 28 and includes construction of a 

storage shed, various electrical work, miscel-

laneous site work including a retention area, 

temporary relocation of existing landscaping, 

as well as tree removal, and warehouse demo-

lition. 525HH115-951B 

 Phase Two, is currently in the bidding pro-

cess, and will include construction of the new 

warehouse including some new office space, 

renovations to the existing office, repaving the 

site, in addition to landscape enhancements.  

This phase of the project is expected to begin 

after the first of the year – 2014.  Not much 

will change on the interior of the current office, 

however the exterior will once again have curb 

appeal and traffic flow in and out of the drives 

in addition to parking will be greatly improved.

 West Jackson Street has been our home for 

the past 65 years and we’re here to stay.  We 

fully intend for this investment in McDonough 

Power to benefit the membership as well as the 

community for years to come.
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All Co-op Electric 
Outages 837-1400

1210 West Jackson Street
P.O. Box 352 

Macomb, Illinois
61455-0352

309-833-2101

www.mcdonoughpower.com

Office hours:
7 a.m. - 4 p.m. - Weekdays

Scholarships available

The December 31 deadline to  

apply for scholarships of 

$1,500 awarded through the 

Thomas H. Moore Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives 

(IEC) Memorial 

Scholarship Program is 

quickly approaching!

 Four scholarships will be award-

ed to high school seniors who are the 

sons or daughters of an Illinois electric 

cooperative member receiving service from 

the cooperative. A fifth scholarship, the 

Earl W. Struck Memorial Scholarship, 

will be awarded to a student who is 

the son or daughter of an Illinois 

electric cooperative employee 

or director. The sixth and 

seventh scholarships are 

reserved for students 

enrolling full-time at a two-

year Illinois community college 

who are the sons or daughters of 

Illinois electric cooperative members, 

employees or directors. 525HH57-951B
 Apply online by visiting the Community 

Connections section of the cooperative’s 

website at www.mcdonoughpower.com. 

Electric bills rise in the winter for lots of reasons—holiday par-
ties, house guests, and shorter days and longer nights. Take little 
measures to help control costs like turning down the thermostat, 
washing clothes in cold water, swapping out lightbulbs for high-
efficiency versions, and using microwaves or toaster ovens to 
cook. Find more ways to save at TogetherWeSave.com.

Source: TogetherWeSave.com

Holiday gift certificates
Holiday shopping season is 

upon us. Do you know some-

one who is hard to buy for and a 

member of McDonough Power 

Cooperative? Why not give them 

the gift of electricity, with a gift 

certificate they can apply to their 

power bill. Gift certificates are 

available in any amount. Stop in 

or call for details. 
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Green giving

By Christina Sawyer

Christmas holiday 

Hosting a “green” holiday takes a 

little planning and effort, but the 

payoff can help your budget stay out of 

the red. So go ahead and deck the halls 

with energy savings by following these 

tips for energy-efficient shopping, bak-

ing, and decorating. 

Before buying a gift, most folks check 

the price tag to make sure it’s a good 

deal. Smart consumers also check the 

product and manufacturer. Greenpeace 

International’s Greener Electronics 

Guide rates manufacturers on the full 

life cycle of products. If you’re consider-

ing an electronic device as a gift, see 

how it ranks at greenpeace.org. 

 Investing in a big gift? ENERGY 

STAR TVs and appliances save a bundle 

on power use. They feature a lower 

standby-mode consumption than an 

average device and generally use less 

energy in all functions. 

Include a smart power strip as part of 

your gift. Most electronic devices con-

sume energy, even when turned off.  In 

fact, such standby power consumption 

ranges from 5 percent to 10 percent of a 

household’s total energy consumption. 

 Smart power strips save energy by 

shutting off power to plugged-in gad-

gets when they go into standby mode. 

Many smart power strips also have one 

or two unmonitored, always-on outlets. 

Use these outlets to plug in devices that 

always need power, like a cordless phone 

base or alarm system.

 
 Know a neighbor who gives the 

fictional Griswold family from “National 

Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation” a run for 

their money? Give them strings of light-

emitting diodes (LEDs). A high-quality 

LED has a life expectancy of 50,000 

hours or more. Consider recycling the 

retired strands at HolidayLeds.com and 

get a 25 percent off coupon toward the 

purchase of LED holiday lights. 

More isn’t always best. A small, 

thoughtful display stirs warm holiday 

feelings and you’ll be grateful when your 

January power bill doesn’t put a dent in 

your budget. Consider using timers for 

holiday lights, too. Set lights to turn on 

when it gets dark and off once viewers 

are snug in their beds.  Four to six hours 

should be plenty of time. And don’t 

forget using ribbons, wreaths, and gar-

land—energy-free decorating traditions 

still deliver holiday cheer!

The U.S. Department of Energy es-

timates cooking accounts for 4 percent 

of a home’s total energy use. Add energy 

costs for refrigeration, hot water heating, 

and dishwashing and you’ve got a hefty 

kitchen price tag. As holiday parties and 

potlucks gear up, keep efficient cooking 

tips in mind.  

Cut baking temperatures by 25 degrees 

with a ceramic or glass pan. These pans 

retain heat better than metal. Use the 

oven wisely by cooking in large batches, 

and fit pans into all available oven space. 

Keep the door closed. Each time you 

peek into the oven you let out hot air, 

causing the oven to work overtime to 

bring the temperature back up. 

Get to know how long it takes to 

preheat your oven and make sure you’re 

ready to start cooking right away. Insert 

a stainless steel skewer through meat 

or baked potatoes to speed the cooking 

process, or cut food into smaller pieces 

to shorten cooking time. 

Have a convection option on your 

stove? It helps reduce cooking time and 

temperature. Turn your electric oven off 

ten minutes before the end of the cook-

ing time; it maintains the temperature 

that long. And last but not least, if you’re 

planning some kitchen time, lower your 

thermostat. The heat generated in your 

kitchen can help heat the entire house, 

especially if you leave the oven door 

open after you are done. 

The holidays are a joyful time, and 

there’s little that feels as good as giving 

someone you love the perfect gift. Make 

that gift a positive one and keep the 

holidays green for both you and your 

loved ones. 525HH51-951B

Sources: Greenpeace International, U.S. 
Department of Energy

Christina Sawyer writes on safety and  
energy efficiency issues for the National  
Rural Electric Cooperative Association,  
the Arlington, Va.-based service arm of  
the nation’s 900-plus consumer-owned, 
not-for-profit electric cooperatives.

Our office will be closed 
Tuesday, December 24, 

Wednesday, 
December 25 and 

Wednesday, January 1
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Every month we will have four map location numbers 
hidden throughout The Wire. If you find the map location 
number that corresponds to the one on your bill (found 
above the usage graph), call our office and identify your 
number and the page that it is on. If correct, you will win a $10 
credit on your next electric bill.

MEMBER PRIZES

How smart appliances interact with the grid
By Brian Sloboda, Cooperative Research Network

“Smart appliances” promise con-

sumers greater control of home 

energy costs while giving electric co-ops 

a new way to bolster energy-saving 

programs. While not-for-profit electric 

cooperatives are at the forefront in test-

ing these devices, smart appliances have 

a long way to go before they will be a 

useful addition to modern life.  

 First of all, what makes an appliance 

“smart?” Manufacturers are beginning 

to add communications modules inside 

some appliances, such as dishwashers, 

as well as in wall outlets that can use 

a home’s Wi-Fi to send and receive 

simple messages from a connected home 

energy network. 525HH130-951
 Through these networks, you can 

monitor energy consumption, turn de-

vices on and off, and change the setting 

on your thermostat. 

 A word of warning: Before investing 

in smart appliances, call your local electric 

cooperative to learn about rate structures 

that might benefit from these devices. 

The cost of a “smart” dishwasher might 

not be worthwhile if you aren’t able to use 

it to its full savings potential. If you don’t 

have a high-speed Internet connection, 

for starters, your money might be better 

spent on a highly efficient appliance, such 

as those rated by the federal ENERGY 

STAR program.

 Many electric co-op members around 

the country let their hometown co-

operative cycle their HVAC (heating, 

ventilation, and air conditioning) system 

or electric water heater on or off during 

times of peak demand, when electric-

ity is most expensive. Called “demand 

response,” these programs result in 

electric-bill savings for all of the coop-

erative’s members because it avoids the 

need to purchase expensive power on 

the open market or even delay building 

additional power plants. Adding smart 

appliances to the fold could help control 

power costs even more. 

 Electric co-ops are conducting a 

handful of pilot projects in the area of 

home energy networks, most of which 

are in an early stage of development. 

Some of these programs tell consum-

ers when peak demand is approaching 

so they can take action like curtailing 

electric use. Others offer special pricing 

for electricity at various times of the day.

 Current applications of home energy 

network technology are wide-ranging and 

can be best understood by looking at their 

capabilities: limited, basic, and advanced. 

 Limited applications of home energy 

networking give consumers access to 

detailed information about their monthly 

electricity use. Data is collected and 

provided to the consumer via an in-home 

display or password-protected website. 

Enhanced information and graphs may 

also be included. Demonstrations of lim-

ited-capability systems have consistently 

resulted in energy savings of between 6 

percent and 11 percent. A co-op also may 

be able to suggest further energy-saving 

opportunities specific to the consumer’s 

home, appliances, and electricity use.

 Basic home energy networks provide 

consumers with the same detailed infor-

mation and offer increased control over 

HVAC systems and major appliances to 

take advantage of time-of-use pricing. 

With time-of-use rates, the cost for 

electricity varies according to the time 

when it’s used. Consumers also gain the 

ability to set home comfort levels and 

operating preferences remotely via a 

mobile app, and optimize performance 

under available rate options. 

 Such basic systems have been shown 

to shift energy use out of peak peri-

ods and reduce a consumer’s demand 

contribution by as much as 50 percent. 

However, if a consumer does not pay 

attention to grid signals that alert to 

higher or lower electric rates, he or she 

could end up paying more for power. 

 Home energy networking becomes  

most attractive when configured to both 

minimize a consumer’s bill and a co-op’s 

underlying cost of service. These ad-

vanced applications incorporate a variety 

of devices, ranging from simple in-home 

displays and websites to advanced apps 

on a smartphone or tablet. 

 Overall, this allows homeowners and 

their local electric co-op to control cer-

tain aspects of HVAC, lighting, and ma-

jor appliances. Such fully enabled home 

energy networks—in which both can 

modify settings and operating schedules 

and control in-home equipment under 

time-of-use rates—can provide co-ops a 

meaningful and cost-effective means to 

defer the need to build new power plants 

while saving individual consumers money. 

Brian Sloboda is a program manager specializing 
in energy efficiency for the Cooperative Research 
Network, a service of the Arlington, Va.-based 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association. 
Magen Howard contributed to this article.

The Cooperative Research Network monitors, 
evaluates, and applies technologies that help elec-
tric cooperatives control costs, increase produc-
tivity, and enhance service to their consumers.
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